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WEEKEND WEATHER
Light snow likely, then rain after 
11am. High near 45. 

Saturday Night - Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 30. 
Chance of precipitation is 40%. 

Saturday Sunday

Robinson Tract Valentine Dinner

For Tickets Call 540-239-4720

Saturday, Feb. 15
Prime Rib, Baked Potato, 

Salad, Rolls
Homemade Desserts, Drink

$22.50 Per Person
Dinners Times:

4 p.m.
6 p.m.

7:30 p.m.
Or Carry Out

BOWER
FUNERAL CHAPEL

We Now Have Our
2020 Almanac

Calendars!
Please Pick Up At Our

Pulaski Location. 

A Tradition Of Trust
Providing Dignified And Affordable

Funeral Services To Our Community.

1631 Bob White Blvd., Pulaski
980-6160

320 East Main St., Dublin
674-4665

Mostly sunny, with a high near 
37.

Sunday Night - Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 20.

Saturday, Jan. 25 at 5:30 
RACE

Enter Your Fastest Car 
To Beat The Competition!

WIN FIVE FREE HAIRCUTS

ENTER AT OK BARBER SHOP. 
DEADLINE TO ENTER 5:30 P.M. JAN. 24

Competition In Two Classes:
•Class 1: Up To 10 Years Old      •Class 2: 11 to 15 Years Old

Northam declares state of 
emergency ahead of rally
From Staff and Wire Reports

Virginia Gov. Ralph Northam 
announced Wednesday that he 
was declaring a state of emergen-
cy over threats of “armed militia 
groups storming our Capitol” 
ahead of a gun-rights rally next 
week.

Northam's emergency order 
will ban weapons of all kinds, in-
cluding firearms, from the Cap-
itol grounds starting Friday and 
continuing through Tuesday. The 
ban on firearms includes both the 
open and the concealed carry of 
firearms and other weapons.

He said the order was neces-
sary to protect public safety be-
cause of potential violence from 
out-of-state groups at a gun-
rights rally scheduled for Mon-
day.

“Let me be clear. These are 
considered credible, serious 
threats by our law enforcement 
agencies,” Northam said at a 
Capitol news conference.

He added that some of the rhet-
oric used by groups planning to 
attend Monday's rally is similar 
to what was said in the lead-up 
to a deadly 2017 white nationalist 
rally in Charlottesville. “We will 
not allow that mayhem and vio-

lence to happen here."
In his Executive Order No. 49, 

Northam said Virginia is a “wel-
coming state.”

“Virginians understand that 
diversity of opinion keeps our de-
mocracy strong. The more voices 
involved in our political dia-
logue the stronger we are. Civil 
discourse, even and especially, 
amongst those who disagree, is 
critical to our democracy’s evo-
lution and success. When the ci-
vility of that political discourse 
breaks down, the Common-

wealth suffers,” Northam said.
“Three years ago, Virginia 

and the nation, watched horri-
fied as civil protest was marred 
by violence and hate. The events 
that occurred in Charlottesville 
demonstrated what can happen 
when peaceful demonstrations 
are hijacked by those who come 
into the Commonwealth and 
to not value the importance of 
peaceful assembly. We lost three 
Virginians. We must take all 
precautions to prevent that from 
ever happening again,” Northam 
stated.

Monday is Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day and is known as “Lobby 
day” in Virginia politics as advo-
cates for a number of causes use 
the holiday to try and buttonhole 
lawmakers. It's also traditionally 
when pro-gun and gun-control 
advocates hold rallies. This year, 
law enforcement officials are ex-
pecting thousands of gun-rights 
advocates to attend a rally orga-
nized by the Virginia Citizens 
Defense League.

Republicans were mixed in 
their response. House Minority 
Leader Del. Todd Gilbert lament-
ed that “there are legitimate con-
cerns of a few bad actors hijack-

Chamber wants to hear 
about good customer service

Have you recently had a good 
experience at a local Pulaski 
County Chamber of Commerce 
member business that you would 
like to share? 

Maybe a waitress went out of 
her way to make you feel wel-
come or gave you the pickle 
you asked for; perhaps you had 
a clerk at the grocery store hunt 
down a special product you were 
looking for, or  a worker at the 
car repair business gave you ride 
to work instead of making you 
wait. It could even be that the 
manager of an establishment 
went the extra mile to make sure 
you found what you we’re look-
ing for.  

That’s good customer service. 
When you leave a business 

feeling really good about that 
business, it’s a good custom-
er experience.  That’s what we 
want to hear about! Here is your 
opportunity to share your good 
experiences and honor business-
es or organizations with the ku-
dos they deserve.

The Pulaski County Cham-
ber of Commerce is offering a 
monthly “Outstanding Custom-
er Service of the Month Award” 
contest throughout  2020.  The 
businesses nominated will be 

promoted in The Southwest 
Times, The Patriot, and on so-
cial media as well as be featured 
on the Chamber's "Tuesday Top-
ics program."

To nominate a deserving busi-
ness or organization you can call 
the Chamber office at 540-674-
1991 or go online at www.pulas-
kichamber.info,  click Blog and 
then click nominations.  

We look forward to hearing all 
about your good experiences!

Gov. Ralph Northam

See NORTHAM, page A2
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ing the rally.” But Republican 
Party of Virginia Chairman Jack 
Wilson condemned Northam's 
declaration.

“Northam and the rest of the 
Virginia Democrats have made 
their session goal crystal clear: 
a disarmed, vulnerable, and sub-
servient citizenry,” Wilson said 
in a statement.

The emergency declaration 
will mean road closures around 
the Capitol and limited access to 
the grounds, including a security 
checkpoint with metal detectors.

Law enforcement leaders from 
the Capitol Police, Virginia State 
Police and Richmond Police said 
public safety was their top prior-
ity and they would not tolerate 
any acts of violence.

Virginia law enforcement of-
ficials have been criticized for 
their planning and response to 
the Charlottesville rally that in-
volved heavily armed protesters. 
One woman was killed and sev-
eral more were injured when a 
car plowed into a group of coun-
terprotesters.

Northam's declaration will 
also ban items like helmets and 
shields, items that some white 
nationalists carried in Charlot-

tesville.
Gun laws have become a dom-

inant issue this legislative session 
and there's been a heavy police 
presence at the Capitol.

Northam's announcement 
comes days after Democratic 
leaders used a special rules com-
mittee to ban guns inside the 
Capitol and a legislative office 
building. That ban did not in-
clude Capitol grounds, which are 
under the governor's control.

Democrats have full control of 
the statehouse for the first time in 
a generation and are set to pass 
a number of gun-control restric-
tions, including limiting hand-
gun purchases to once a month 
and universal background checks 
on gun purchases.

Republicans and gun-rights 
groups have pledged stiff resis-
tance. Gun owners are descend-
ing on local government offices 
to demand they establish sanc-
tuaries for gun rights. More than 
100 counties, cities and towns 
– including Pulaski and Pulaski 
County – have declared them-
selves Second Amendment sanc-
tuaries and vowed to oppose any 
new “unconstitutional restric-
tions” on guns.

Continued from Page A1

Northam

Chili Cook-Off Winners
Pulaski County 4-H Teens In Action! Chili Cook-Off participants, Kailee Simmers - Participation Award, 
Carter Simmers - People's Choice Award & 3rd place, Destiny Moran - 1st Place, and Sydney Farley - 2nd 
place.  Each of these young folks made a delicious pot of chili judged on Appearance/Color, Aroma, Con-
sistency, Taste and After-Taste.  Let's just say all the chilies were delicious and scores were close.  Perhaps 
you'll want to participate in the next competition, 4-H Dessert Wars, Monday, February 10, 2020.

State Police launch 
recruitment website

RICHMOND – The Virgin-
ia State Police is welcoming the 
New Year and a new decade with 
a new recruitment website. Lo-
cated at www.vatrooper.com, the 
site is the first of its kind for the 
Department and highlights the 
Virginia State Police mission, 
culture, Academy life and exten-
sive career opportunities avail-
able to trooper-trainees.

 “This website has been a long-
time coming and we recognize 
its vital importance towards at-
tracting a new generation of di-
verse applicants to join the state 
police family,” said Colonel Gary 
T. Settle, Virginia State Police 
Superintendent. “The site is mo-
bile-friendly and highlights the 
multitude of unique career op-

portunities the Virginia State Po-
lice has to offer those interested 
in a law enforcement career.”

 The new website, created in 
partnership with CapTech Con-
sulting, provides a user-friendly, 
informative experience for those 
visiting the site. In an effort to 
reach a broader, more diverse 
population of applicants, the site 
provides a behind-the-scenes 
narrative of life as a trooper, the 
steps to becoming a Virginia 
trooper, training, career oppor-
tunities, benefits, Recruitment 
Unit contacts and direct access 
to an employment application. 
The mobile-friendly website will 
soon include video vignettes fea-
turing state police personnel and 

See SITE, page A8
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Dan Grubb, a 2019 Distinguished Leading Light from Pulaski 
County, has chosen the YMCA of Pulaski County to receive the 
monetary award. Pictured with the Leading Lights "big check" 
are, L to R, Sharon and Gary Eifried representing Leading Lights 
Board, Dan Grubb, Community Distinguished Leading Light 
from Pulaski County presenting the check to Allison Hunter, Ex-
ecutive Director of the YMCA of Pulaski County and Samantha 
Harding, Program Director of the YMCA of Pulaski County.

Submitted by Sharon Eifried

It is time to honor dedicat-
ed volunteers in the New Riv-
er Valley. You can do that by 
nominating a volunteer for an 
award through New River Val-
ley Leading Lights. The reason 
for forming the organization 
was the desire to honor the many 
volunteers who responded to the 
needs of the community follow-
ing the 2007 tragedy at Virginia 
Tech. 

Now, the organization rec-
ognizes the many volunteers 
throughout the New River Val-
ley who give of themselves con-

tinually to improve their com-
munity. 

The Leading Lights Award 
Nominee can be a high school 
student, a college student, or a 
community member in the New 
River Valley who:

• Devotes a significant 
amount of available time to 
community involvement

• Demonstrates dedi-
cated continuous, long-term 
involvement in service to the 
community as part of his or her 
life style

• Is a proven leader, and  
• Exhibits creativity in 

NRV Leading Lights 
honors volunteers

See LIGHTS, page A4
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DONALD COY MCADAMS 
Donald Coy McAdams, age 78 

of Pulaski passed away Wednes-
day, January 8, 2020 at his home.

Born March 17, 1941 in Alice, 
Texas, he was the son of the late 
Coy McAdams and ArieBelle 
Reynolds McAdams.  His wife, 
Judy Sharon Reed McAdams, and 
sister, Nancy Lee Rumfield also 
preceded him in death.

Don was an avid bluegrass and 
country music fan who loved to 
read and watch his beloved Dal-
las Cowboys. He was a man who 
never met a stranger and had 
many close and special friends 
who will miss him very much. 
The family would like to thank 
all medical staff, rehab personnel, 
and Hospice for their dedicated 
and loving attention given to Don 
during his illness.

He is survived by
Children-
Coy and Joy McAdams- Texas
Vernon and Tammy McAd-

ams-Texas
Vicki and Jeff DeVoss- Texas
Sister– Maxine Tyler-Texas
Special Friend– Barbara Ann 

Bane- Radford
Funeral services were held  

January 11, 2020 in the Bower 
Funeral Home Chapel, Pulaski 
with Rev. Kelly Howlett officiat-
ing. Interment followed in High-
land Memory Gardens, Dublin.

To sign the online guestbook, 
visit www.bowerfuneralhome.
com

Bower Funeral Home, Pulaski 
is handling the arrangements for 
the family.

JOSEPH GARY 
VIPPERMAN 

Joseph Gary Vipperman, 68, 
passed away January 14, 2020 af-
ter a 10-year battle with dementia.

Gary was greeted in heaven by 
his parents, Raymond and Wilda 
Vipperman and his in-laws, Tom 
and Florence McCraw. His life is 
being celebrated by his loving and 
devoted wife of 22 years, Bren-
da Seagle Vipperman; his three 
children, Joseph (Jenny) Vip-
perman, Laura (Josh) Arritt, and 
Jenny (Kirk) Mitchell; two step-
sons, Alan (Missy) Seagle and 
Christopher (Katie) Seagle; nine 
grandchildren Noah and Lila Vip-
perman; Cora, Benjamin, and Wil-
liam Arritt; Cody (Haley) Seagle, 
Brooke Seagle and fiancee Dustin 
Adams, Erica Seagle, and Carter 
Seagle; two great-grandchildren 
Laken and Haven Seagle; sis-
ters, Eleanor Stovall, Janet Clark, 
Janie (Jimmy) Lankford, JoAnn 
(Dr. William) Brothers; brothers, 
Donnie Vipperman, Buddy (Edie) 
Vipperman; Sisters-in-law Bonnie 
(David) Quesenberry, Wanda Mc-
Craw; brother-in-law, Rick (Mar-
lene) McCraw; as well as a host 
of nieces, nephews, cousins, and 
friends.

Gary was a gentle, soft-spoken 
man who loved his Lord, his fam-
ily, and his many friends. He was 
proud to have been born and raised 
in Stuart, Virginia. He graduated 
Stuart High School and went on 
to earn his bachelor’s degree in 
business from Virginia Tech. He 
settled in Pulaski, Virginia where 
he worked in sales and manage-
ment and was an active member of 
New Life Church of the Nazarene. 
He enjoyed long, Sunday rides on 
his Harley; visiting family and 
friends; taking trips to visit his 
family homestead in  Stuart, and 
could often been seen taking long 
walks around town.

The family would like to thank 
the staff at Pulaski Adult Day 
Service for helping care for Gary 
while he was home; the staff at 
Commonwealth Senior Living, 
Radford for making a second 
home and family for Gary for the 
last two and a half years; and the 
nurses and staff at Intrepid Hos-
pice for providing excellent care 
for him until he passed.

Funeral services were held 
Thursday, January 16, 2020 in the 
Bower Funeral Home Chapel, Pu-
laski with Pastor Desmond Barrett 
and Pastor Julie Armbrister offici-
ating.

Interment will follow Fri-
day 2:00 p.m., January 17, 2020 
at Patrick Memorial Gardens, 
20937 Jeb Stuart Highway, Stuart, 
VA.24171(Patrick County)

In lieu of flowers the family 
requests donations be made in 
Gary’s memory to the Alzhei-
mer’s Association, 8180 Greens-
boro Drive, Suite 400 McLean, 
Virginia 22102.

To sign the online guestbook, 
visit bowerfuneralhome.com

Bower Funeral Home, Pulaski 
is handling the arrangements for 
the family.

VICTOR WAYNE 
OLIVER, SR. 

Victor Wayne Oliver, Sr., 
age 63 of Dublin passed away 
Monday, January 6, 2020 at his 
home.

Born December 2, 1956 in Pu-
laski he was the son of the late 
Raymond Lee Oliver & Louise 
Freeman Oliver. His brother 
Jerry Lee Oliver also preceded 
him in death.

He is survived by his
Children
Autumn (Sean) Hobbs – King, 

NC
Amanda (Travis) Belcher – 

Floyd
Bradley Oliver – Pulaski
April Oliver Stoner – PA
Rose Oliver Michael– PA
Victor Wayne Oliver, Jr. – PA
Many Grandchildren and one 

Great Grandchild on the way 
Sisters
Gladys (Kindel) Arnold – Pu-

laski
Patty (Drew) Collins – Pulas-

ki
Brother
Michael (Lucille) Oliver – Pu-

laski
Many Nieces and Nephews
Memorial services were held  

January 13, 2020 at the Mid-
way Church of God of Prophe-
cy, Fayette Street, Pulaski with 
Rev. Josh Arnold officiating.

To sign the online guestbook, 
please visit www.bowerfuneral-
home.com

Bower Funeral Homes, Pulas-
ki is handling the arrangements 
for the family.

JAMES ELLIS FARMER 
James Ellis Farmer, age 61 of 

Pulaski passed away Wednesday, 
January 8, 2020 at his home

Born August 21, 1958 in Rad-
ford, he was the son of the late 
Walter Graham Farmer and Ruby 
Jewell Taylor Farmer. He is also 
preceded in death by one sister, 
Jo Ann Farmer and one brother, 
Marvin Lewis Farmer.

Surviving-
Brother
Walter Wayne Farmer- Dublin
Sisters-
Carolyn F. Turner- Pulaski
Betty Lou King- Pulaski
Karen F. Quesenberry-Pulaski
Numerous Nieces and Neph-

ews
Funeral services were held 

Sunday, January 12, 2020 in the 
Bower Funeral Home Chapel, Pu-
laski. Interment followed at Mt. 
View Cemetery, Dublin.

To sign the online guestbook, 
visit www.bowerfuneralhome.
com

Bower Funeral home is han-
dling the arrangements for the 
family.

initiating and implementing 
projects that lead to a better 
quality of life. 

All nominees are honored 
as leading lights. Eleven lead-
ing lights are selected as dis-
tinguished and asked to name 
a charity to receive a monetary 
donation from NRV Leading 
Lights. The three distinguished 
categories are community (seven 
awards), high school (two awards) 
and college (two awards). In the 
community category, there is an 
award reserved for a volunteer 
in each county/city of the New 
River Valley (Floyd, Giles, Pu-
laski counties, and Radford City) 
and two in Montgomery County 
(due to population size), plus 
one across the whole NRV that 
recognizes Lifetime Volunteer 
Achievement. 

This is the 12th year that NRV 
Leading Lights is recognizing 
outstanding volunteers across 
the region. You can submit 
your nomination online today 
at www.leadinglightsnrv.org. 
Nominations are due by March 
2, 2020. All nominees will be 
acknowledged and honored at 
the NRV Leading Lights Gala on 
April 16, 2020. 

For more information call 
540-381-2066 or email lead-
inglightsnrv@gmail.com. 

Continued from Page A3

Lights

EUGENE RAY (GENE) 
COLTRANE 

Eugene Ray (Gene) Coltrane, 
age 92, of Pulaski, VA passed 
away Wednesday, January 15, 
2020 at the home of his daugh-
ter and son in law, Judy & Dickie 
Nelson, while under the care of 
Medi Home Health & Hospice. 
He is preceded in death by his 
wife of 67 years Grace Spraker 
Coltrane, his parents Clyde R. 
Coltrane and Claude Coltrane.

He is survived by his daugh-
ters Judith Coltrane Nelson and 
her husband Dickie, and his 
daughter Karen Coltrane Phillips 
and her husband Randall. Two 
Grandsons, Brad Nelson and 
wife Aibie, Blake Nelson and 
wife Cindy; step granddaughter 
Cyndi Phillips Brimm and hus-
band Chris, five great grandsons, 
Christopher, Travis and wife Ka-
trina, Jeremy, Levi and Noah, 
step grandson Jaxson, and one 
great granddaughter , and two 
step great-granddaughters Becca 
and Hailey.

Gene was a devoted father, 
grandfather and great-grandfa-
ther, and if having survived he 
would have been a great-great 
grandfather come February.

Gene was enlisted in the Unit-
ed States Navy during WWII, 
stationed in the Philippines pro-
viding humanitarian aid and re-
lief.

He was employed by Appala-
chian Power Company for thirty 
seven and one half years, as a 
Hydro Reservoir Building Su-
pervisor.

Visitation will be at Stevens 
Funeral Home, Pulaski,  from 
12:00noon -2:00pm on Saturday, 
January 18, 2020, with memori-
al service to immediately follow, 
entombment at Highland Memo-
ry Gardens Mausoleum.

The family would like to give 
special thanks to Gene’s hospice 
nurse Jacqulin McDuffie and Aid 
Barbara Luckado, for their care 
and compassion.

Arrangements by Stevens Fu-
neral Home, Pulaski, VA.

MARTHA LOUISE RICE 
SHELTON

Martha Louise Rice Shelton, 
of Pulaski, passed away suddenly 
on Saturday, January 11, 2019 at 
the age of 74.  

Martha was a sweet, smart, ir-
reverent, and well-loved woman.  

A gathering in celebration of 
her life is being held Saturday, 
January 18th from 3-5 pm at 
Christ Episcopal Church.  

The family will have a private 
memorial ceremony at a future 
date. 

In lieu of flowers, the family 
requests contributions be made 
to the Humane Society of Pulas-
ki County, 80 Dublin Park Road, 
(540) 674-0089.

Arrangements by Stevens Fu-
neral Home, Pulaski, VA. 

“Happy 
New Year 
Blessings”

I want to live with myself so that 
My love for the Lord will forever 

grow.
I want to be kind so others can 

see
His Holy Peace living in me.

I want to be able to help someone 
in 

Every way I can.
By being faithful and truthful to 

God and 
My fellowman.

I want the Love for my Savior to 
always show

With a Heavenly appearance and 
most brilliant glow.

I take no credit of my own.
All praises go to my Heavenly 

Father who sits
High on His Throne.

New Year’s resolutions “I say No 
Way”

Just live our lives day by day
And just remember to always 

pray.
Help us to grow more in purity 

and maturity
That the New Year will be a solid 

year
So all can see

What His plans are for you and 
me.

Written by Naomi Davidson, 
Pulaski, Va.

Check The Patriot website at 
www.pcpatriot.com 
daily for news, weather, 
sports and obituaries.
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The stupid 
lie about
America

In the torrent of idiotic 
commentary unleashed by the 
killing of Qassem Soleimani, 
Colin Kaepernick's deserves a 
place of honor. 

The NFL washout and Nike 
persona who makes sure the 
company doesn't produce 
any overly patriotic sneakers 
tweeted, "There is nothing new 
about American terrorist attacks 
against Black and Brown people 
for the expansion of American 
imperialism." 

For Kaepernick, Soleimani is 
just another dark-skinned man 
brutalized by the United States. 
The Iranian terror master was, 
in effect, driving while nonwhite 
and paid the ultimate price. For 
all we know, the operator of the 
MQ-9 Reaper drone that took 
him out was making a white-
supremacy hand signal while 
unleashing this racist attack. 

This interpretation of events 
takes identity politics to a whole 
new level, defining the blood-
drenched hit man for a terroristic, 
profoundly anti-Semitic, deeply 
intolerant theocracy as a victim, 
based on his skin color alone. 

Obviously, no one will mistake 
Colin Kaepernick for an original 
thinker; he's only repeating 
things he's read or been told, in 
a slightly more lurid form. His 
worldview is disproportionately 
represented in academia and on 
the left, which objects to calling 
Soleimani a monster (hence, 
Elizabeth Warren's pathetic 
backtracking after forthrightly 
condemning Soleimani in her 
initial statement). 

It is certainly true that racism 
has had a large hand in U.S. 
foreign policy through much of 
our history. We drove Native 
Americans from their lands, 
in part based on racial animus. 
Thomas Jefferson refused to 
recognize an independent Haiti 
after a successful slave revolt, for 
fear it would fuel insurrections 
here. The American South 
coveted lands in Latin America 
prior to the Civil War, seeking 
more territory for slavery. 
After World War I, Woodrow 
Wilson opposed a racial equality 
proposal made by Japan at the 
Paris Peace Conference.  

All of this, and more, are 
stains on our nation's history, 
but to consider racism the chief 
principle of a rapacious U.S. 
foreign policy is reductive, 
malicious, dishonest and 
incredibly stupid. 

The U.S. engaged in titanic 
struggles in the 20th century 
against Imperial Germany, 
Nazi Germany and the Soviet 
Union, none of which were 
brown or black. Enormous 
resources of blood and treasure 
were poured into stopping these 
truly imperialist powers from 
subjecting foreign peoples to 
their rule.

The United States opposed 
European colonialism, and its 
biggest wars since World War II 
were fought shoulder to shoulder 
with Asian people in Korea and 
Vietnam who didn't want to be 
overrun by rival Asians allied 
with totalitarian powers. 

In the more immediate, post-
9/11 period, we toppled the 
Taliban and Saddam Hussein. 
These were interventions 
motivated by national interest, 
but also optimistic and idealistic 
to a fault. Viewing these conflicts 
through a racial prism requires 
ignoring that the Taliban and 
Saddam overwhelmingly killed, 
tortured and repressed other 
nonwhite people. 

The same is obviously true 
of Qassem Soleimani. He 
has prodigious amounts of 

See LOWRY, page A8

Second
Amendment

The Second Amendment right to keep and bear arms 
is one of our most important rights. 

I strongly support the Second Amendment, and many 
Southwest Virginians proudly and safely exercise it. 

Many gunowners are concerned that this right will 
be in jeopardy under the new majorities in the Virginia 
General Assembly.

The first actions of the new assembly, which began 
on January 8, confirmed some of those concerns.

On a party-line vote on January 10, the Joint Senate 
and House Rules Committee and the separate House 
Rules Committee banned firearms from the state Cap-
itol and legislative office building. Before the com-
mittees’ actions, firearm owners with concealed carry 
permits had been allowed to bring their guns into the 

buildings. 
When I was a 

member of the 
House of Delegates, 
I felt safer rather 
than less safe know-
ing that armed indi-
viduals were pres-
ent. 

The issue first 
came up after the September 11 attacks. I was major-
ity leader of the House and strenuously argued against 
banning guns in the Capitol and legislative buildings.

The Capitol Police are dedicated and effective, but 
they can’t be everywhere. It was reassuring to know 
that if a threat materialized, law-abiding individuals 
carrying their firearms would be present to take action. 
And when meetings stretched late into the night, it was 
helpful for legislators to be able to carry their weapons 
in order to assure their safety.

What is more, advocates for the ban claimed to be 
acting on the advice of the Capitol Police, but the po-
lice chief only gave them his advice when informed by 
leadership that a firearms ban at the Capitol was going 
to happen.

Unfortunately, this new restriction on legal firearm 
use is likely only the first to gain approval in the new 
General Assembly.

HB 567 outlaws civilian indoor shooting ranges in 
buildings where more than 50 people work. If 90 per-
cent or more of the range’s users are law enforcement 
personnel, the range can stay open, but only as long as 
it maintains a log of the users including their names, 
phone numbers, and addresses.

Closing ranges would cost gun owners a place to 
safely practice and perform maintenance. For example, 
my son plans to use an indoor range to sight his new 
hunting rifle. That option would be limited by this bill.

One bill, SB 13, would extend the ban on firearms 
to Capitol Square in Richmond. Another, HB 599 in 
the House of Delegates and SB 15 in the Senate, would 
extend the ban on firearms in legislative buildings to 
all state buildings. This is wrong-headed. Law-abiding 
gun owners make buildings safer while exercising their 
constitutional rights.

Governor Northam’s administration is pushing eight 
bills that would restrict the rights of gun owners. A pro-
posed ban on assault weapons, defined as any semiau-
tomatic rifle or pistol with a magazine that holds more 
than 10 rounds, only allows people who currently own 
such weapons to keep them if they can obtain “permis-
sion” through a permit issued by the state. 

Another bill would give local governments more au-
thority to regulate firearms. Thus, state actions could 
only be the forerunner of local action in areas where lo-
cal governments are hostile to the Second Amendment.

If enacted, these bills are likely to make little con-
tribution to public safety. They will curb the ability of 
law-abiding citizens to make the most of their constitu-
tional rights.

In Washington, too, Democrat legislators are intent 
on restricting Second Amendment rights, having in-
troduced bans on some weapons, licensing, and other 
limitations. Fortunately, the Senate is unlikely to pass 
these measures and President Trump would not likely 
sign them. 

These checks are not present in Virginia, however, 
where leadership in both legislative chambers and the 
executive branch are aligned in favor of restrictions on 
law-abiding gun owners.

On a happier note, I was encouraged when the Dem-
ocrat majority in the House of Delegates kept propor-
tional representation on committees, a sign that the 
new majority would not seek to shut out all dissenting 
voices. 

But so far, the voice of one group of dissenters to 
what the General Assembly is doing, gun owners, is 
unlikely to be heeded.

No matter what they do in Richmond, I will contin-
ue to support the Second Amendment in Washington. 
I urge legislators in Richmond to do the same and re-
consider proposals that place restrictions on one of our 
most important constitutional rights.

Accordingly, I plan to be in Richmond on January 20 
for a rally supporting the Second Amendment.

If you have questions, concerns, or comments, feel 
free to contact my office. You can call my Abingdon 
office at 276-525-1405, my Christiansburg office at 540-
381-5671, or my Washington office at 202-225-3861. To 
reach my office via email, please visit my website at 
www.morgangriffith.house.gov.

Be Recognized As The Best
Your brand is more than just matching 

shirts and a good logo. At the core of your 
brand is your dedication to customer ser-
vice. In the current economy, it’s all about 
the experience. According to  Shep Hyken 
in Creating a Customer Support-Focused 
Business Model, “Today, 89% of com-
panies compete primarily on the basis of 
customer experience – up from just 36% in 
2010.”   Let’s face it, the Customer Expe-
rience is what it is all about. It’s an exten-
sion of the core values and ethics of every 
company. How to deliver that exceptional 
service is a key question for every business 
striving to be successful.

 Look at some of these key stats:
 1. It costs five times more to attract a 

new customer than to keep an existing one. 
(Source: seohosting.com)

 2. 68% of customers who leave brands 
leave because they are upset with the treat-
ment they’ve received. (Source: U.S. Small 
Business Administration)

 3. 48% of customers who had a negative 
experience told 10 or more others. (Source: 
Harvard Business Review).

 4. 70% of the customers buying experi-
ences are based on how the customer feels 
they are being treated. (Source: McKinsey)

 Building good customer service prac-
tices comes from the core of the company. 
Those practices can be integrated through-
out the business.  Businesses and organi-
zations profit when they think about what 
will make this buying experience and the 
customer-business interactions exception-
al. Business owners and managers might 
consider, “If I were the customer, what 
would I want to see and feel?”  It’s not 
enough just to be nice. You have to give 
your customer a reason to come back.

 Recently, I needed some magnets with 
key dates for our Local Officials Breakfast. 
It was last minute, and I knew I might not 
be able to get them. I called one of our local 
businesses, and they went out of their way 

to make sure we had those magnets. They 
went the extra mile and set-up a delivery 
outside of normal business hours to ensure 
we had them in time. As the customer, 
this built immediate loyalty. Their actions 
let me know: One, that my business was 
important to them; Two, that I could count 
on them; and, Three, that they offer great 
products.

 This is an excellent example of a com-
pany going above and beyond, and provid-
ing exceptional customer service.

 In today’s competitive world we need to 
leverage every opportunity we can to pro-
vide not just good, but GREAT, customer 
service!  This service makes our business-
es and organizations much more likely to 
be successful.

 Work hard, be productive, and, above 
all else, stay positive.

The Iran Protests
The latest protests in Iran by people 

angry over the Iranian military's missile 
launch that "unintentionally" downed a 
Ukrainian jetliner killing many Iranians, 
Canadians and others, is different from 
past protests over rigged elections, rising 
gas prices, and what Americans like to call 
"voter suppression."

This time, the protests are over a much 
wider area of the country. This time, there 
were no "death to America" or "death to 
Israel" chants. Video showed demonstra-
tors refusing to walk on U.S. and Israeli 
flags. This time, anger was directed at the 
theocratic regime's handling of the missile 
strike. This time, a president of the United 
States tweeted his support for the protest-
ers in English and in Farsi and warned "the 
world is watching." That's something Pres-
ident Obama failed to do when demon-
strations over a rigged election broke out 
in the summer of 2009 and the regime 
began killing and imprisoning protesters. 
Obama, opting at first for a wait-and-see 
approach, once violence reached its zenith, 
was finally forced to declare, "The United 
States and the international community 
have been appalled and outraged by the 
threats, beatings and imprisonments of the 
last few days," and strongly condemned 
"these unjust actions." Of course, his state-
ment was too late to have much, if any, ef-
fect on the regime's actions.

Democrats were nearly silent about the 
latest protests. Democrats once boldly 
voiced opposition to totalitarian regimes. 
When Democrats do comment it is often 
without substance or meaning.

Interviewed on ABC's "This Week" 
last Sunday, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
appeared to minimize the significance of 
the demonstrations. Host George Steph-
anopoulos asked her if she supported the 
demonstrations and whether it would be 
good for the regime to collapse. She re-
plied: "The protesters are protesting -- as 
I understand it, this brand of protesters -- 
about the fact that that plane went down. 
And many students were on that plane and 
these are largely students in the street."

Come again?
The lunatic left, which increasingly 

dominates the Democratic Party, predict-
ably took Iran's side against their own 
country. Actress Rose McGowan tweeted: 
"Dear #Iran. The USA has disrespected 
your country, your flag, your people. 52 
percent of us humbly apologize. We want 
peace with your nation. We are being held 
hostage by a terrorist regime. We do not 
know how to escape. Please do not kill us. 
#Soleimani."

A.J. Caschetta responded to McGowan 
and many others on the far left in Nation-
al Review magazine: "While it may be 
tempting to dismiss McGowan's attempts 
at wit, her line of reasoning, however 
faulty, is echoed by nearly all the Demo-
crats on the campaign trail and by virtually 
every Middle East specialist in the media 
and in academia. Her apologetic plea for 
peace and her moral equivalency between 
Trump's "terrorist regime" and "#Soleima-
ni" differ from tweets of her erudite allies 
only in the number of polysyllabic words 
and historical references. Otherwise they 
are quite similar, in some cases practically 
identical."

Why aren't the Democratic presidential 
candidates asked if they share such views? 
Perhaps it is because those asking the ques-
tions don't want to do anything that would 
harm the chances of one of the Democrat 
presidential candidates beating President 
Trump in the November election. Does 
that sound too harsh? Consider that 92 per-
cent of media coverage of the president has 
been negative, according to a study by the 
Media Research Center, a politically con-
servative content analysis group based in 
Reston, Virginia.

Could the protests in Iran follow the 
pattern of other freedom movements, like 
Solidarity in Poland, or demonstrations 
that led to the fall of the Berlin Wall and 
the collapse of the Soviet Union? Or, could 
they end in a stalemate with increasingly 
brutal repression, as in Venezuela?

It's too early to say, but the least that 
should be expected is that people who en-
joy the blessings of liberty, including the 
right to say very foolish things, support the 
efforts of others who want to free them-
selves from totalitarian oppression. If they 
won't, perhaps they should pick what they 
think is a better country and live there.

(Readers may email Cal Thomas at tcaedi-
tors@tribpub.com. Look for Cal Thomas' new 
book "America's Expiration Date: The Fall of 
Empires and Superpowers and the Future of 
the United States" (HarperCollins/Zondervan). 
Readers may email Cal Thomas at tcaeditors@
tribpub.com.

Cal
Thomas

Tribune
Content
Agency

Letters Policy
Want to speak out on a public topic?  Send 
your letter to Open Forum, The Patriot, 
P.O. Box 2416, Pulaski, VA  24301 or 
email it to: news@pcpatriot.com  Please 
include your daytime telephone number 
for verification purposes.  Your number 
will not appear in the newspaper.  All let-
ters must be signed, and all letters are 
subject to editing. Only one letter per 
month please.
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First Baptist Church
325 Randolph Avenue

Pulaski, Va. 24301
Pastor: Dr. Henry Fiske Jr.
Sunday School - 10 a.m.

Morning Service - 11 a.m.
Fellowship Wednesday - 5:45 to 6:30 p.m.

Bible Study - 6:30 to 7:15
Telephone: 980-6565

Draper Valley Baptist Church
3200 Lee Highway
Draper, Va. 24324

Pastor: Alan Pearce
Service Times:

Bible Study Sunday, 5 p.m.
Sunday Worship, 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening, 6 p.m.

Prayer Service, Wed. 6:30 p.m.
Phone: 980-1028

www.drapervalleybaptist.org

Grace Baptist Church
552 E. Main Street
Dublin, Va. 24084

Pastor: Doug Testerman
674-1762

Primary Services:
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Sunday worship

Sunday  Night Power Hour, 6 to 7 p.m.
Wednesday Night 7 to 8 p.m.

Grace Kids and Teens Bible Study

Open Door Baptist Church
4576 Miller Lane

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor: Rev. N.K. Howlett

Primary Services:
Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.

Worship, 11 a.m.
Wednesday Night, 7 p.m.

Phone: 980-2046

Draper United Methodist Church
3080 Greenbriar Road

Draper, VA 24324
Pastor: Ruth Anne Henley
Primary Service Times:
Sunday School, 10 a.m.

Worship, 11 a.m.
Phone: 540-392-8016

Newbern Christian Church
Disciples of Christ

5183 Wilderness Road, Newbern
Rev. Denise and Ken Walker

540-440-8733

Christ Episcopal Church
144 North Washington Ave., Pulaski

Service: 10 a.m. every Sunday
Phone: 980-2413

Email: christ24301@gmail.com
www.christpulaski.dioswva.org

Jordan's Chapel UMC
Pastor: Rev. Becky Wheeler

Worship: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

Cecil's Chapel United Methodist Church
5801 Cecil's Chapel Road, 

Hiwassee, VA  24347
Pastor RuthAnne Henley

Worship service is 8:45am-9:45am
Sunday School is 10 - 10:45am

Ricky Dishon, 540 239 6360, www.facebook.
com/cecilschapel.umc

Newbern United Methodist Church
5155 Wilderness Road

Exit 98 off I-81 Newbern
Rev. Paige Wimberly

674-6111
Worship Services: 9:45 a.m.

Sunday School: 11 a.m.

Valley Harvest Ministries
1 Harvest Place

P.O. Box 458
Dublin, VA 24084

Senior Pastor Steve Willis 
Associate Pastors: 

Perry Slaughter, Elaine Wood, Derick Burton
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
Wednesday School 7 p.m. 

www.vhmdublin.org
540-674-4729

Randolph Ave. United Methodist Church
1607 Randolph Avenue

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Karen Black

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Worship: 11 a.m.

Phone: 540-980-8775

Mountain View United Methodist Church
6648 Wilderness Road

Dublin, VA 24084
Phone: 540-674-6111

mountainviewumc.yolasite.com/
Pastor: Paige Wimberly

Adult Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Morning Worship with Children's Church at 

11 a.m.

Dublin Baptist Church
100 Hawkins Street
Dublin, VA 24084

540-674-6061
secretary@dublinbaptistva.org
Website: dublinbaptistva.org

Pastor: Dennis Jones
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11 a.m.

Children's Church and Nursery
Evening Service: 6 p.m.

Tuesday: Women's Bible Study, 10 a.m.
Wednesday, Adult Bible Study 7 p.m.

First United Methodist Church
301 N. Jefferson Ave. - Pulaski 

(physical address)
135 Fourth St., NW - Pulaski 

(mailing address)
Pastor's Name: Will Shelton

Associate Pastor:
Sebastian Ruiz, Hispanic Pastor

Sunday Services
9:00 AM - Hispanic Worship

9:00AM - Contemporary Worship
10:00AM - Sunday School

11:00AM - Traditional Worship
Contact Info.

Phone:  540.980.3331
e-mail:  office@fumcpulask.org
website:  www.fumcpulask.org

Belspring Baptist Church
6887 Depot Street

Belspring, VA 24058
Pastor Darrell Linkous

Service Times:
Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Sunday worship: 11 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study and 
Youth Group: 7 p.m.

Darrell Linkous: 353-0081
belspringbaptistchurch@gmail.com

Memorial Baptist Church
995 Peppers Ferry Road

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor: Michael S. Jones

Sunday
9:45 am - Sunday School

11:00 am - Worship
Wednesday

6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
(540) 980-4731

Email: dfarley3@verizon.net

River of Life Church
5311 Black Hollow Road, Dublin, Va. 24084

Shawn Burchett, Pastor
Sunday School 9:15 AM

Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Wednesday Evening Life 
Building Service 7:00 PM

www.rolcdublin.com            540-674-4500

Delton Church of God 
of Prophecy

4570 Boyd Road, Draper, VA 24324
Pastor Vickie Lee Viars

deltoncogop@gmail.com   (276) 620-3191
Service Times

Sunday school - 10 am - 11 am
Sunday Morning Worship - 11 am - 12 pm

Sunday Evenings - Devoted to 
Evangelistic Outreach

Wednesday- 6 pm
2nd Wed Each Month - Free Community 

Dinner - 5:45 pm - 6:45 pm
2nd Wed Each Month - Missions service 

6:45 pm - 7:30 pm

Heritage Church
6195 Cleburne Boulevard, Dublin

Pastor Mike Pierce
Service Times: 

Wednesdays, 7 p.m.; 
Sundays, 10 a.m.
(540) 674-9220

Website: www.heritagechurch.net
Facebook.com/

HeritageChurchDublinVA

Fairlawn Baptist
6758 Oxford Avenue
Fairlawn, VA 24141

Pulaski Seventh Day Adventist Church
Corner 4th St. and Henry Ave.

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor: Don Elswick

Services: Sabbath School, 9:30-10:45 a.m.
Worship: Saturday, 11 a.m. -Noon

540-980-3576           pastorelswick@live.com

First Missionary Baptist Church
7318 Manns Drive / P.O. Box 90

New River, Virginia 24129
(540) 639-5331

email: fmbc1872@verizon.net
Pastor: Rev. Richard A. Goodman, Sr.

Associate Minister:
Rev. Annette Cheek

Clerk: Mrs. Carlotta Lewis
Sundays: 

Morning Worship  11:00 a.m.
The Lord's Supper - Each First Sunday

Wednesdays: Prayer Meeting &       
Bible Study  6:30 p.m.

Dublin United Methodist 
424 East Main Street, Dublin

Pastor Don Hanshew
(540) 674-5128

dublinumc@verizon.net
www.dublinumc.com
First Service, 8:45 a.m.

Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.
Second Service, 10:55 a.m.

Freedom Fellowship Church
1730 West Street

Radford, VA 24141
Sr. Pastor: Jerry W. Collins

540-577-5780
jcollinsfreedomfellowship@yahoo.com

Sunday Service: 10 a.m.
11 a.m. Children’s Church

Wednesday - 7 p.m. Service
7 p.m. Youth Service

New River Valley Biker Church
Located in: United Steel Workers Union Hall, 

Fairlawn
7322 Peppers Ferry Blvd.

Radford, VA 24241
Email: nrvbikerchurch@gmail.com

Pastor Joe Walker
Sunday Service: 11 a.m.

Draper's Valley Presbyterian (PCA)
2755 Old Baltimore Road, Draper, VA 24324

Mailing address: Same as above
Pastor's Name: Rev. Robert E. Davis

Associate Pastor: Rev. Roland Mathews
Primary Service Times:

Sunday Morning Worship Service 
8:30 and 11:00

Sunday Evening Worship Service 6:15 p.m.
Wednesday Evening  (5:45 Supper in the 

Fellowship Hall (Sept thru May) - Youth Groups 
and Adult Bible Study 6:30 p.m.)

Contact Info:
Phone - 540-994-9015

e-mail -  drapers.valley@dvpca.org
website - www.dvpca.org

Trinity Lutheran 
Church ELCA

2 Fifth Street, N.W., Pulaski
540-980-3624

The Rev. Terrie Sternberg
trinitypulaski @gmail.com

Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
(Sept. - May)

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
(June - Aug.)

Bible Study: Wednesday, 12:30
www.trinitypulaski.org

Trinity United Methodist
Pastor: Judy Yonce

Sunday Worship - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Study - Wednesday, 7 p.m.

528 5th Street, S.E.
Pulaski, Va.

Phone - 980-0820

Dublin Church of God of Prophecy
100 South Main St., Dublin

Services: 
Sunday School, 10 a.m.

Morning Worship, 11 a.m.
Sunday night, 6 p.m.

Pastor Rickey Freeman and wife Rose invites 
everyone to attend.

Phone 750-6533

Snowville Baptist Church
3238 Gum Log Road, Hiwassee

639-6254
Pastor: Neil Wood

Associate: Matthew Wood
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Sunday Services: 11 a.m., 6 p.m.
Wednesday Night Service: 7 p.m.

Fairlawn United Methodist Church

7584 Brandon Road, Fairlawn, Va. 24141 
Pastor Mark A. Miller

markmiller.psalm1@gmail.com
Cell) 540-320-2431

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship (with children's message): 

11 a.m.
Bible Study, Wednesday: 7 p.m.

Youth Ministry
Facebook.com/Fairlawn-United-Method-

ist-Church

Grace Ministries
Church of God of Prophecy

1021 Macgill Street
Pulaski, VA 24301

Church: 540-980-2118
Cell: 276-233-8083

Bus Ministry: 540-385-9972
www.pulaskigracemin.com

Email: pulaskigracemin@hotmail.com
Pastor Mike Williams
Children's Ministry

Aaron  & Becky Sampson 
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.
Children’s Church 10:30 a.m.

Children’s Free Breakfast 10:30 a.m.
Ages 5-12

Men’s & Women’s Ministry Wed. 6:30

I have discovered over the 
years that many hymns and 
gospel songs have messages that 
rival almost any sermon.

"Jesus Loves Me" is a 
Christian hymn written by 
Anna Bartlett Warner. Her sister 
Susan requested a poem for a 
dying child and Anna wrote the 
wonderful words of Jesus Loves 
Me to bring comfort and peace. 
William Bradbury, a noted Mu-
sician fell in love with the poem, 
added a melody and published 
it as a song in 1862, 168 years 
ago.  The refrain he added was 
“Yes, Jesus loves me, yes Jesus 
loves me, yes Jesus loves me, 
the Bible tells me so.”

“Jesus loves me, this I know,
For the Bible tells me so,
Little ones to Him belong,
They are weak but He is 

strong.”
This song has become one of, 

if not the most favorite hymns 
ever written, especially for 
children.

Yes, Jesus really does love us 
and the bible does tell us so.

“Greater love hath no man 
than this that a man lay down his 
life for his friends.” John 15:13.

“And walk in love, as Christ 
also hath loved us, and hath giv-
en himself for us an offering and 
a sacrifice to God for a sweet 
smelling savour.” Ephesians 5:2.

“Nay, in all these things 
we are more than conquerors 
through him that loved us. For I 
am persuaded, that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor princi-
palities, nor powers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, Nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, shall be able to separate 
us from the love of God, which 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
Romans 8:37-39.

Jesus loves us more than 
anyone else in the whole world 
loves us. He proved His great 
love for us by dying on the 
cross of Calvary to purchase our 
salvation. “For scarcely for a 
righteous man will one die: yet 
peradventure for a good man 
some would even dare to die. 
But God commendeth his love 
toward us, in that, while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for 
us. Much more then, being now 
justified by his blood, we shall 
be saved from wrath through 
him.” Romans 5: 7-9.

“Jesus loves me! This I know,
As He loved so long ago,
Taking children on His knee,
Saying, “Let them come to 

Me.”
“Then were there brought unto 

him little children that he should 
put his hands on them, and pray: 
and the disciples rebuked them. 
But Jesus said, Suffer little 
children, and forbid them not, to 
come unto me: for of such is the 
kingdom of Heaven.” Matthew 
19: 13, 14.

At the same time came the 
Disciples unto Jesus, saying, 
Who is the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven? “And Jesus 
called a little child unto him, 
and set him in the midst of them, 
and said, Verily I say unto you, 
except ye be converted, and 
become as little children, ye 
shall not enter into the kingdom 
of heaven. Therefore whoever 
shall humble himself as this little 
child, the same is greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven.”  Matthew 
18: 1-4.

A young boy came home from 

Jesus
Loves
Me

See MCCRAW, page A7
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Faith Bible Church

110 LaGrange Street, Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor: Jim Linkous

Associate Pastor: T.J. Cox
540-980-5433

www.facebook/faithbiblechurch
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.
Sunday Children’s Church: 11 a.m.

Sunday Evening: 6 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Study: 7 p.m.

Children’s Meal: 6:30 p.m.
Children’s and Youth’s Group Classes: 7 p.m.

Dublin Christian Church
5605 Dunlap Road

P.O. Box 1330
Dublin, VA 24084

(540) 674-8434
www.dublinchristianchurch.com

Richard R. Goad, Jr.
Senior Minister

Sunday School 10 a.m.
Worship 11 a.m.

Sunday Evening Worship and 
Youth Meeting, 6 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study and Children's Bible 
Classes, 7 p.m.

Anderson Memorial Presbyterian Church
319 Franklin Avenue, Pulaski

(540) 980-2277
Bruce Ford, Pastor

Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 11 a.m.

First Presbyterian Church
408 N. Jefferson Avenue, Pulaski

Pastor Melissa McNair-King
(540) 980-2132

firstprespulaskiva@gmail.com
www.firstpresbyterianpulaski.org

Sunday Services:
Sept.-May: Sunday School, 9:45 a.m., 

Service 11 a.m.
June-Labor Day: Service 10 a.m.

Wednesday Family Night, 6 - 7:30 p.m.

Thornspring United Methodist Church
5670 Thornspring Church Rd.

Dublin, VA 24084
Pastor: Rev. Teresa Tolbert

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Worship Service: 11 a.m.
Phone: (540) 980-2927

First Baptist Church
5473 Baskerville Street

Dublin, VA 24084
Pastor Wallis Brown

540-674-2677
Service: 11 a.m.

New River Valley Baptist Church
1973 Snider Lane
Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor: W. Jeff Aikens
Phone: 980-8628

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11 a.m.
Evening Worship: 6 p.m.

Wednesday Evening: 7 p.m.

New Dublin Presbyterian Church
5331 New Dublin Church Road

Dublin, VA  24084
Pastor: Sara Jane Nixon

Website:  newdublinpres.org
540-674-6147

Services 11:00 AM Sundays

Community Christian Church
Jason Allmon, Pastor

5382 Grace Street
Dublin VA, 24084

540-674-4308

Dora Highway Baptist Church
1643 Dora Highway, Pulaski

Pastor Harry L. Gunter
320-0738

Assoc. Pastor 
Rev. Herman Sarver

980-2827
Sunday School 10 a.m.

Sunday Worship 11 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study 7 p.m.
Service times: Sunday at 10:45 a.m. 

Sunday night at 6:00 and Wednesday at 7:00

First Dublin Presbyterian Church (ECO)
409 Church Street, Dublin, Va. 24084

P.O. Box 2027, Dublin, Va. 24084
first-dublin-presbyterian-church-eco.com 

Minister: 
The Rev. Dr. Olin Marsh Whitener, Jr.

Max Creek Baptist Church
3000 Old Route 100 Road, Draper, Va. 24324

www.maxcreek.org
www.facebook.com/maxcreekbaptist

Senior Pastor: Mike Coleman
Youth Minister: Charlie Prince

Director of Visitation: Ersel Alderman
Sunday Services

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11 a.m.

Teen Social and Class: 5 p.m.
Evening Worship: 6 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Classes:7 p.m.

Pulaski Church of God
1621 Bob White Boulevard

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor Donald Jones

540-980-8880
www.pulaskicog.church

Sunday Services
Sunday Life Groups: 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Wednesdays Midweek Connect: 7 p.m.

Pulaski Christian Church, Inc.
4531 Brookmont Road, Pulaski, VA 24301

www.pulaskichristianchurch.com/
Rev. Kathy Warden, Pastor,

(540) 250-2974
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m.
Worship 7 p.m.

Monday Bible Study
7 to 9 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study
7 p.m.

Dora Highway Baptist Church
1643 Dora Highway, Pulaski

Pastor Harry L. Gunter
320-0738

Assoc. Pastor 
Rev. Herman Sarver

980-2827
Sunday School 10 a.m.

Sunday Worship 11 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study

7 p.m.

Aldersgate United Methodist
1946 Medallion Drive

Pulaski, VA 24301
(540) 980-1349

Pastor Becky Wheeler
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.

First Baptist Church
First Baptist Church
220 Magazine Street
Pulaski, VA  24301

540-980-3336
Email: firstbaptist220@gmail.com

Pastor: Rev, Douglas Patterson
Sunday School  10 a.m.

Sunday Worship  11 a.m.
Monday's Child Youth Group, Monday 

Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study  6:30 p.m.

Pulaski Presbyterian Church
(PCA)

975 Memorial Drive
Pulaski, VA 24301

Office Phone:980-2631
Email: pastor@pulaskipca.org
Website: www.pulaskipca.org
Stated Supply: Rev. John Gess

Sunday School: 10:00am
Worship Service: 11:00am

Warriors For Christ II
Pastor Sherman Buckner

600 Skyline Circle
Pulaski, VA

Phone: 540-315-2317
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Worship: 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Thursday: 7 p.m. Service

Sure Foundation Christian Fellowship
6598 Annie Akers Road

Radford, VA  24141
(540) 639-3443

Pastor Steve Phillips
Sunday Morning Worship: 10:00 am

Sunday Night Prayer: 5:30 pm
Wednesday Night 

Prophetic Teaching: 6:30 pm

New Hope Chapel
1555 Case Knife Road

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor Darrell Gray

(276) 733-6080
Pastor Gray and congregation invite you to 

New Hope Chapel. 
Service Times: 

10 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Sunday Service

St. Edward's Catholic Church
Corner of N. Washington Avenue and 7th 

Street N.W., Pulaski
Phone: 980-6511
Fax: 980-6511

Priest: Fr. Bernie Ramirez
Mass: 11 a.m. Sunday, 5:30 p.m. Thursday

Pulaski First Church of the Brethren
1749 Newbern Road
Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor Frank Peters
Sunday School: 9:45

Worship: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

980-3798

Abundant Life Ministries
3050 Lee Highway

Pulaski, VA 24301 (540) 980-5506
(Mon. - Fri., 9 a.m.-1 p.m.)

Pastor Randall K. Lawrence Sr.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.

Sunday Evenings 6 p.m. by announcement
Wednesday Evenings (Family Night) 6:30-7 

pm children fed, 7:15 pm Bible Classes all ages
Adult Bible Class

THRIVE Teen Class
Children’s Bible Class and 
Special Activitiy Classes

First Church of God, Dublin
6330 Courtney Lane, Dublin

Pastor Mike Hudson
Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service at 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Bible Study 6 p.m.

Wednesday Prayer and Bible Study, 7 p.m.

New Life Church of the Nazarene
45 S. Jefferson Avenue

Pulaski, VA 24301 
540-980-2001

www.newlifepulaski.com
email: pastorjuls@verizon.net

Pastor: Julie Armbrister
Sunday School (all ages) 9:30 a.m.

Sunday worship: 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 6 p.m.

Trinity Baptist Church
4008 Robinson Tract Road

Pulaski, VA 24301 
Telephone: 980-8186

Pastor Johnny Howlett
Minister of Education Rev. Steve Taylor

Sunday School - 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m.

Sunday Bible Study - 6 p.m.
Wednesday - Adult Bible Study and Youth 

Group - 7 p.m.

Grace Fellowship Baptist Church
2640 Max Creek Road

P.O. Box 326
Hiwassee, VA 24347
Pastor: Jason N. Aker
Phone: 276-699-3176

pastorjasonaker@gmail.com
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study: 7 p.m.

Showers of Blessing Church of God in Christ
305 Newbern Road, Dublin
Pastor Ellis Stephen Muse

Come and Worship!
Sunday School: 10:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 11:30 a.m.
Tuesday Night Bible Study: 7-8 p.m.

Please Support The Sponsors Of Our Church Directory

Corner of
Washington and 

Main Street
Pulaski, Va.

(540)509-5926
fudgelady.com

a revival service one evening 
and told his parents, I got saved 
tonight. His dad said to him, 
Son, you can’t get saved. You’re 
only 10 years old. The boy 
replied, I don’t care, I got saved 
anyhow. No specific age of 
accountability has been defi-
nitely established in the word of 
God. When a Child of any age is 
moved upon by the Holy Spirit 
to make the decision to receive 
Jesus into his or her heart as 
their personal Savior, Jesus will 
not turn them away.

Still another old hymn says, 
“No one ever cared for me, like 
Jesus, there’s no other friend so 
kind and true; No one else could 
take the sin and darkness from 
me, O how much He cared for 
me.”

“Jesus loves me! He will stay,
Close beside me all the way;
Thou hast bled and died for 

me,
I will henceforth live for 

Thee.”
The way we can show Jesus 

how much we love Him is to 
make a lifelong commitment to 
love Him in return, and to sub-
mit our whole hearts and lives to 
Him, holding back nothing.

“Yes, Jesus loves me, Yes 
Jesus loves me, Yes Jesus loves 
me, the bible tells me so.”

Continued from Page A6

McCraw

Power of
Prayer

Q: Is it right to attend ser-
vices that invite other religions 
to pray to their false gods? 
-- F.G.

A: Many ask, "To whom shall 
we pray?" The answer is the 
Source of the power. Prayer to 
the Lord Jesus Christ, in His 
name, is the key to prayer.

Uniting in prayer to the gods 
of this world will avail nothing. 
A clear demonstration of this 
is the story of Elijah and the 
prophets of Baal. But Elijah used 
the opportunity to proclaim the 
power of prayer in the name of 
the Lord God.

The purpose of prayer is not 
so much to get what we want, 
but to glorify God in Heaven. 
Jesus lifted His eyes to Heaven 
and prayed, "Father, the hour 
has come. Glorify Your Son, 
that Your Son also may glorify 
You" (John 17:1). Throughout 
this magnificent prayer, the glory 
of God the Father and God the 
Son is exalted. "And now, O 
Father, glorify Me together with 
Yourself, with the glory which 
I had with You before the world 
was" (John 17:5). We cannot 
pray sincerely if our aim is not 
to bring glory to Him.

God has given Jesus authority 
over all flesh, to give eternal 
life, "that they may know You, 
the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom You have sent" 
(John 17:3). These verses alone 
demonstrate the Source of 
eternal life and God's everlasting 
authority over all people. Some 
wonder that if God has authority 
over all people, why is the world 
in such a mess? The answer is 
because God chose not to make 
us robots. He gave us hearts that 
could choose to love Him or 
reject Him.

Nothing brings pleasure to 
God more than when He hears 
His people pray for the salvation 
of others -- in His name.

(This column is based on the 
words and writings of the late 
Rev. Billy Graham.)
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American blood on his hands 
(of Americans of all races and 
creeds), but he mainly killed 
other people in the Middle East 
-- Syrians opposed to Bashar 
Assad, Iraqis protesting Iranian 
influence, anyone who got in 
the way of the Iranian imperial 
project. 

His end is a boon to humanity, 
which should be obvious to 
anyone who's not drunk on 
ideology or racial obsessions. 

Rich Lowry is editor of the 
National Review.

Continued from Page A5

Lowry

The Virginia General Assem-
bly began its fifth century as a 
legislative body on Wednesday 
as we convened the 60-day legis-
lative session in Richmond. It 
was an honor to be sworn in for 
a second full term to serve the 
citizens of the 38th district.

I received my committee 
assignments this week. I will 
continue to serve on Privileges 
and Elections, Rehabilitation and 
Social Services, and Judicia-
ry, formerly known as Courts 
of Justice. Additionally, I was 
appointed to serve on the Educa-
tion and Health Committee. The 
majority party gets to decide 
on committee assignments and 
with a disproportionate number 
of their members coming from 
Northern Virginia, the Democrat 
majority shortchanged large 
swaths of the Commonwealth 
in doling out these assignments. 
Southwest Virginia was un-
surprisingly discounted in the 
assignments. Consistent with 
what has become the Democrat 
Party’s base of support, North-
ern Virginia will be decidedly 
over-represented on key com-
mittees. 

Friendly faces from home 
came early to the General 
Assembly this session to offer 
encouragement and address 
many issues that are important 
to them. From our area, we had 
a college president, college vice 
presidents, staff from a local 
community college, local bank-
ers, a commonwealth attorney 
and many county representa-
tives. It is always great to see a 
friendly face while in session. 

We are here until at least 
March 7. We would love to have 
you stop by our offices in Room 
E514 of the Pocahontas Building 
if you are planning a visit to 
Virginia’s historic Capitol.  You 
can also let us know your views 
on any of the issues before the 
General Assembly by emailing 
District38@senate.virginia.gov 

or calling 804.698.7538.
In the coming weeks I will 

be sharing more about specific 
legislation and budget items I 
am working on as well as other 
important updates from the 
Capitol. 

Thank you for your continued 
support. It is an honor to repre-
sent Southwest Virginia in the 
General Assembly. Please do not 
hesitate to reach out to me with 
your questions and comments 
during session.

The 38th Senatorial District 
includes all of Bland, Buchanan, 
Dickenson, Pulaski, Russell, and 
Tazewell Counties, the Cities 
of Norton and Radford, and 
portions of Montgomery, Smyth, 
and Wise Counties.

Blacksburg, VA
3607 S. Main Street

Blacksburg, VA 24060
(540) 440-5038

Ben
Chafin

38th District
Va. State 

Senate

Va. General Assembly 
open fifth century as 
a legislative body

Holiday 
Friends In 
Need Food 
Drive
Sarah Gray, Lead 
Community Service 
Worker at the New 
River Community 
Action and Director of 
the Emergency Needs 
Task force accepts a 
Food City Holiday 
Friends in Need Food 
Drive bag from Brooks 
Dawson, manager of 
the Pulaski Food City.  
Ninety-one bags were 
donated totaling 1305 
pounds of food during 
the Food Drive.
For more information 
call Sarah Gray at 
540-980-5525.

their stories.
 “There are a host of best 

practices to advance workforce 
diversity and inclusion,” said 
Dr. Janice Underwood, Chief 
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 
Officer for the Commonwealth 
of Virginia. “This recruitment 
website is only one of those 
many tools and an important 
step in Virginia State Police’s 
overall commitment to diversi-
fying its workforce. ”

 By the end of this year, the 
state police Recruitment Unit 
will have made contact with 
more than 2,300 Virginians 
and out-of-state residents in its 
ongoing efforts to build a more 
diversified workforce by attract-
ing women and men of the high-
est quality and character.

 “Virginia’s robust economy 
makes for a very competitive 
field among all employers to 
attract and retain qualified job 
seekers,” said Secretary of Pub-
lic Safety and Homeland Secu-
rity Brian Moran. “In an effort 
to help state police fill critical 
positions, Governor Northam 
committed this year to pay rais-

es for all state employees and 
previously supported an in-
crease in the starting salary for 
new state troopers. The launch 
of the state police recruitment 
website expands the Depart-
ment’s reach and access to po-
tential applicants.”

 
Starting salary for a new 

trooper entering the Virgin-
ia State Police Academy is 
$44,290. Not only do troop-
er-trainees earn a salary while 
training at the Academy, but 
also receive benefits including 
life insurance, health insur-
ance, sick leave and paid vaca-
tion.  Twelve months following 
graduation from the State Po-
lice Academy, a new troop-
er’s annual salary increases to 
$48,719. Troopers assigned to 
the Northern Virginia region 
start at $55,340 upon gradua-
tion and then, 12 months after 
graduation, their annual salary 
increases to $60,874. 

For more information on sala-
ry, benefits, training, etc., go to 
www.vatrooper.com and contact 
a state police recruiter.

Continued from Page A2

Site
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What do 
you
remember 
the most?

LSU was a deserving winner 
of the national championship. 
What were be biggest factors in 
the game, at least in this opinion. 
A targeting call on Clemson's 
best defensive player, likely 
costing them a touchdown. A 
bad offensive pass interference 
penalty against Clemson, a gross 
miss, that indeed cost Clemson 
a touchdown. The other biggest 
factor, Joe Burrow was better 
than Trevor Lawrence, at least on 
this night. Burrow seemed like 
his usual self, Lawrence was off 
target way too many times.

Sidebar, maybe you credit 
LSU's d-backs for this, but for 
all the speed and talent that was 
supposed to be in the Clemson 
receiving corps, they appeared to 
have trouble getting open, getting 
separation from defenders. They 
didn't look physical. LSU's skill 
players were physical.

That certainly made Law-
rence's job harder, but this was 
also a very evident problem for 
Clemson in its fortunate win 
over Ohio State. I'm certainly 
not kicking Clemson around. But  
I said after the opening round 
that I thought a Ohio State-LSU 
matchup would have been better. 
What I saw Monday evening 
made me believe that even more.

But that's over, and what's done 
is done. And what does that mean 
for football in this region? The 
same. Clemson will be back. The 
Tigers lost a lot, but will welcome 
back a lot. Clemson will remain a 
premier program in the coun-
try. Ohio State is pretty much 
the same, plus Clemson and the 
Buckeyes have the quarterback 
in place.

Who will be the others in 
2020? A bunch of programs you 
are very familiar with. Alabama 
will be there, and their quarter-
back situation is pretty solid. But 
there are some uncertainties. The 
transfer situation and players 
leaving early for the NFL Draft 
makes things far more uncertain 
than in the past for college foot-
ball. Roster management is diffi-
cult, especially at quarterback.

Georgia has good stuff, but 
can the Wake Forest transfer 
get it done? Auburn has good 
offensive personnel returning, but 
the defense will almost certainly 
fall off a notch. Spencer Rattler 
is supposed to be the next great 
Oklahoma quarterback, and he 
might be, but it's getting close 
to the time the Sooners need 
to prove themselves on the big 
stage. Oregon is supposed to 
contend, but I never take any-
thing seriously from the left coast 
until it's proven. LSU is going to 
be good, but how good will the 
quarterback be? Those wideouts 
are bailing too. Penn State will 
be very strong out of the Big 10. 
There's going to be a few good 
teams out of the conference, but 
good enough? 

I'll predict three of the four 
playoff teams for next year and 
feel very confident in doing so. 
First must be Clemson. The 
Tigers are good. The program 
is hot. It's been in the playoff 
five times. It's won the trophy 
twice. That speaks for itself. Plus, 
Clemson plays in the ACC and 
that's the easiest road to the play-
offs. There is a game with Notre 
Dame next season, but Clemson 
will again be heavily favored in 
every other matchup. I expect 
Alabama to be there because it's 
a great program that has talent, 
and after the past couple years 
of disappointment, the drive 
to return will be even greater. 
Three I'll take Ohio State for the 
same reasons.  I'll let you pick 
the fourth team. Maybe there can 

See CALLAHAN, page B2

BISHOP 
INSURANCE

• Home
• Auto
• Life

540-443-3900
272 A West Main Street, Dublin, Va.

www.bishopins.net

Brian Bishop/PC Patriot
Virginia Tech Hokies head coach Justin Funete talks to Hokie 
quarterback Hendon Hooker during a play review in a game last 
season between the Rhode Island Rams and Hokies.

Fuente Staying 
At Virginia Tech

Virginia Tech head football coach Justin Fuente is staying in 
Blacksburg at the helm of the Hokies.

Tech reportedly confirmed that Fuente will be the Hokies’ coach 
in 2020, despite word earlier this week that he was interviewing for 
the vacant Baylor University job.

The vacancy at Baylor occurred a few days ago when former head 
coach Matt Ruhle left to take over as head coach of the NFL’s Car-
olina Panthers.

Thursday morning, Fuente tweeted out a photo of himself and all 
of his assistant coaches with the message, “2020 – Let’s Go,” which 
was seen as a signal that he is staying put in Blacksburg.

According to several sources, Fuente, an Oklahoma native, was 
viewed as a leading candidate for the Baylor post.

Fuente was hired in November of 2015 to replace the retiring 
Frank Beamer. Since coming to Tech, Fuente has compiled a 33-20 
record. His contract with Tech runs through 2023.

Under Fuente, the Hokies have gone to four straight bowl games 
and have extended their consecutive bowl streak to 27. They have 
finished ranked in the Associate Press’ Top 25 twice and won the 
Atlantic Coast Conference’s Coastal Division in 2016.

The Hokies ended the 2019 season going 8-5 and losing to Ken-
tucky, 37-30 in the Belk Bowl.

Patriot Staff Report

Lady Cougars blast Blacksburg
By DAN CALLAHAN 
The Patriot

It certainly was not always 
pretty, but it was in the end very 
convincing as the Pulaski Coun-
ty girls basketball team rambled 
over visiting Blacksburg Tues-
day evening, 57-31. Nine Cou-
gars found the scoring column as 
the team upped its record to 8-5 
on the season. The Bruins fell to 
7-5.

The Cougars opened the game 
cold, hitting just two of the first 
nine shots, but Maddie Ratcliff 
and Erin Russell closed fast for 

an, 11-8 lead at the end of the first 
quarter. Pulaski Co. outscored 
Blacksburg 10-2 in the first four 
minutes of the second quarter 
and never lost control of the game 
from that point. The score was 
26-17 at the half as the two teams 
combined for 19 turnovers, nine 
of those belonged to the Cougars, 
but the Bruins hit just eight of 18 
first half shots while PCHS con-
nected on 10 of 25. Ally Fleenor 
and Taryn Blankenship dominat-
ed the backboards for the Cougar 
girls.

The lead expanded quickly in 
the third quarter. The Cougars 

certainly did not burn up the 
nets, connecting on just four of 
12 shots, but the Bruins were a 
woeful one of 10 and heading 
into the fourth quarter the lead 
was 15, 35-20.

For the next five minutes Flen-
nor, Ratcliff, and Keslyn Secrist 
dominated the game, and the 
lead quickly blew out to 25, and 
everybody dressed in cardinal 
and gold got in on the fun.

It was certainly not an artistic 
success, but it was dominating. 
The two teams combined for 36 
turnovers, 18 each. The differ-
ence was in the marksmanship. 
The Bruins could have broken a 
chandelier, hitting just 13 of 40 
shots, 22.5%. Pulaski Co. was 24 
of 51, a much better 47.4%.

Blacksburg was led by Skyler 
Prosser with 13 points, and Ellie 

Gresh added nine. Pulaski Co. 
was led by Fleenor's 13 points, 
nine of which came in the early 
decisive minutes of the fourth 
quarter. Secrist finished with 12, 
and Ratcliff with 11. Paige Huff 
finished with eight, Blankenship 
tallied five, and Russel, Courtney 
Cregger, Ashly O'Dell, and Bai-
ley Hash all scored two.

Friday: Lady Cougars 
pound Hidden Valley

The Pulaski County girls bas-
ketball team pushed its record to 
7-5 and 3-0 in the River Ridge 
District in a big way Friday eve-
ning with a resounding, 54-21 
win at Hidden Valley.

Nine players hit the scoring 

PCHS Sports Schedule
Tuesday 01/21/20
Boys Basketball:  Pulaski Co. 

@ Salem  JV @ 5:30, Varsity to 
Follow

Girls Basketball:  Salem @ 
Pulaski Co.  JV @ 5:30, Varsity 
to Follow

Swim: @ Christiansburg 
Aquatic Center  6:30 pm

Friday 01/24/20
Boys Basketball:  Christians-

burg @ Pulaski Co.  JV @ 5:30, 

Varsity to Follow
Girls Basketball:  Pulaski Co. 

@ Christiansburg  JV @ 5:30, 
Varsity to Follow

Saturday 01/25/20
Boys Basketball:  Pulaski Co. 

@ Graham  JV @ 3:00, Varsity 
to Follow

Wrestling:  @ Grayson Co. 9 
am

Indoor Track:  @ Blacksburg  
10 am

See HOOPS, page B3
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Woods,
Water &
Wildlife
W.A. "Doc"

Davis

Citizens of Virginia and 
groups from far and wide will 
converge in Richmond and 
the State Capitol this coming 
Monday to voice their concerns 
that all the rights under the 2nd 
Amendment will be preserved. 
The reason being that Governor 
Ralph Northern and his Demo-
cratic majority of the State Leg-
islature have vowed to enact new 
laws that may restrict many of 
the rights and privileges so now 
protected by the 2nd Amend-
ment i.e. the right to possess and 
bear arms. 

The Governor has stated that 
if any such legislation is passed 
and that for all citizens pos-
sessing guns: their electricity 
will not be cut off; their internet 
services will not be discontinued 
or no one will be going door 
to door asking citizens to give 
up their firearms. He further 
has stated that “These laws are 
intended to keep Virginians safe 
PERIOD. It’s time to act.”

However, the Virginia Citi-
zens Defense League (VCDL) is 
very concerned over the extent 
of these laws. 

They, like the NRA, feel there 
are enough laws now and that 
they should be enforced; not just 
keep adding more laws to the 
books. 

I can see their point in that 
there are not only THE TEN 
COMMANDMENTS, but thou-
sands of both State and Federal 
laws. If people lived by the Ten 
Commandments, there would no 
need to enact and try to enforce 
many additional laws. 

Also, there is the fear as just 
how far are these laws are to 
continue going as the preverbial 
saying goes, “Give them an inch 
and they will take a mile.” 

The VCDL has planned this 
rally and has met with the 
police in hopes of conducting 

a peaceful rally. Joe Macenra, 
a spokesman for the Virginia 
Capitol is working with the rally 
organization in hopes that it 
will be carried out in a peaceful 
manner. There is the fear that 
it will turn into a fiasco such as 
the one held in Charlottesville in 
2017 in which a white supremist 
ran a car into a group of people 
resulting in the death of one 
individual. The neo-Nazi and 
white supremist groups have 
sent messages that they will be 
attending and armed with their 
weapons. 

There are many buses being 
chartered all across Virginia to 
attend this rally. I have mixed 
feelings on what might take 
place come this Monday. Most 
people that favor their gun 
rights are fighting mad and you 
can only guess how fired up the 
militant groups are going to be. 
Let’s play “the devil’s advo-
cate,” (I hate to give the devil 
any credit) and only imagine 
what it could take to have some 
“hot-heads” to start firing 
upon the crowds of people, the 
law enforcement personnel or 
any lawmakers that might be 
present. Many lawmakers have 
already received death threats. 

A number of the normal 
citizens believe laws could be 
passed such as was done after 
the 1996 massive shoot out in 
Australia whereby one of their 
laws was that no one could pos-
ses a gun for his own protection.

In Luke 11; 22,23 (KJV) 

we read: “When a strong man 
armed keepeth his palace, his 
goods are in peace: But when 
a stronger than he shall come 
upon him, and overcome him, 
he taketh from him all his armor 
wherein he trusted, and divideth 
his spoils.” 

The motto for all who hold to 
the rights of 2nd Amendment is: 
“Guns save lives.” 

Personally, I am not a proph-

et but a student of “last day 
prophesy” and it is sad to say but 
things are not going to get any 
better, but only worse in regard 
to gun laws and gun violence. 

As I often heard the late Billy 
Graham preach, “My Bible says 
it is going to wax worse and 
worse.” 2 Timothy 3:1 reads 
(KJV), This I know also, in the 
last days perilous times shall 
come.” (If you have a Bible of 

your own, I encourage you to 
take time to read verses 2-9 and 
see if these things aren’t reflect-
ed in the time we are now living 
– Only Jesus Christ, the King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords could 
come at any time and bring true 
peace upon the earth.

Until next time, as I stated at 
the end of my column last week 
– join with me daily to pray for 
our country.   

Massive 2nd Amendment Rally Monday

really be a surprise for once.
Clemson won 29 games in 

a row, 732 days without a loss. 
North Dakota State is about 
as impressive at the FCS level. 
They've had three coaches, and 
four quarterbacks in nine years, 
but won eight national titles, and 
the last three straight. How about 
37 straight W's. But hats off to 
James Madison who easily gave 
the Bison their toughest game of 
the year, and finished with just 
two losses on the season. Things 
aren't likely to change much 
at this level either and don't be 
surprised if JMU isn't in the big 
game next season with NDSU 
again.

I Remember Them All:
I either saw them or read about 

them. I have long been intrigued 
by the history of football. I guess 
it also means I'm old. A lot of 
people like to debate such things, 
but ESPN took a poll utilizing 
the best people involved and 
historians of the game to come 
up with a top 150 players ever in 
the 150th year of college foot-
ball. The best 11 was announced 
during the national championship 
game. 

Everybody would like for their 
all time favorite player from their 
favorite team to be honored, and 
the present generation complains, 
but while there are others who I 
think were simply terrific and did 
great things for college football, 
I cannot lodge a complaint with 
the final 11. I cannot find a way 
to disagree. It is also a reminder 
that the game didn't begin 50 
years ago.

1- Jim Brown-Syracuse. 
Maybe the best player ever and 
still the best running back ever to 
play the game. 2- Hershel Walk-
er- Georgia. You could say some 
of the same things about him. 3- 
Bo Jackson-Auburn. Think he 
was super, but this might be a tad 
high. 4- Archie Griffith- Ohio 
State. Woody Hayes' finest, and 
only two-time Heisman win-
ner. 5- Jim Thorpe- Carlisle 
(07-12). Yep, Carlisle. Never 
heard of it. Back in the day big 
games were the University of 
Chicago, Notre Dame, Army, 
Northwestern, Harvard, Yale, 

Minnesota, and Fordham and the 
"7 Blocks of Granite.'' 6- Earl 
"Red'' Grange- Illinois. "The 
Galloping Ghost'' of Illinois. 
"The Iceman.'' He got in shape by 
carrying huge blocks of ice at the 
plant during the off season. May-
be saved college football, and is 
one of the key reasons there is an 
NFL. 7- Earl Campbell- Texas. 
"The Tyler Rose.'' A wrecking 
ball. When he broke clean at the 
line of scrimmage the last place 
you wanted to be was in the sec-
ondary. You didn't have to chase 
him. Campbell came to you. He 
was not a finesse player.

8- Dick Butkus- Illinois. 
The last two-way All-American 
football player, center and middle 
linebacker. With the new rules 
and regulations today designed 
the put finesse in and take phys-
icality out, Butkus would never 
last the first quarter. He was 
mean, and rough. He laughed 
when people started dancing 
after making tackles. He said he 
didn't have to do that. When he 
tackled somebody, they knew 
who it was. It was true. 9- Barry 
Sanders- Oklahoma State. Two 
short, not that big, but he was 
quick, had great eyes. It seemed 
like when he ran the football he 
knew what you were going to 
try to do before you did. A great 
running back. 10- Gayle Sayers- 
Kansas. "The Kansas Comet.'' 
The greatest player easily in 
the history of Kansas. Smooth, 
quick, graceful. Sayers was the 
tailback, the kickoff returner, the 
punt returned, and the leading 
receiver. Simply one of the great-
est. He and Butkus both played 
for the Bears in the early days of 
artificial turf. It was like playing 
on concrete and George Halas 
refused to spend a buck, and the 
the careers of Butkus and Sayers 
ended far too soon. 11- Roger 
Stauback- Navy. The greatest 
quarterback in Navy football 
history, won the Heisman, could 
beat you with his arm, his feet, 
and with his brain. As good a 
representative of college football 
as there ever will be. Cowboy 
fans liked him too.

What I Remember the Most:
I'm talking about the just com-

pleted college football season. 
What do I remember most? "This 
Play is Under Further Review.'' 
That's sad and what I consider 
a negative memory. It's just like 
when congress doesn't pass any 
new laws or regulations, it's a 
good thing. We already have way 
too much of that stuff already. 
Sometimes elected officials could 
do a better job by shutting up and 
doing nothing.

Same in football. Fans com-
plain the game lasts too long. 
The truth. The game doesn't last 
any longer than it did 50 years 
ago. It's the administration of the 
game that takes too long. There 
are too many replays, too many 
halts to the action, over-offici-
ating and yes, over-coaching at 
times. But it's just like it almost 
always is. After you put the new 
rules in, about five years later 
you wonder how much have we 
hurt the game?

Good 'team' 
win for 
Pulaski Co.

Continued from Page B1

Callahan

Hayden Electric Football Forecast
Alley
Wins

Picker
Title!

Hayden Electric and
Plumbing Supplies
Rt. 11 & 1317 Alum Spring Road

Pulaski, VA 24301
(540) 980-5710

Serving Pulaski County 
For Over 50 Years!

Brad Alley of the Insurance Center of Dublin has won this season’s Hayden Electric Football Forecast championship. Alley maintained a 
two-game lead over Timmy Hurst heading into the season-ending bowl picks. Both went 18-7 through the bowl games, and both picked 
LSU to win the National Title Monday night.  Alley finished with a 251-89 record, while Hurst was 249-91. Phillip Baker and Mike Barbour 
finished the season in a tie for third place, both with 246-94 records. Scott Vest made the biggest jump through the bowl games, going 17-8 in 
the bowls and climbing to fifth place with a 240-100 record. Our sponsor, Jon Woolwine of Hayden Electric and Plumbling Supplies, finished 
sixth with a 239-101 record. Joel Hicks was next in seventh place with a 238-102 record followed by The Patriot’s Dan Callahan and State 
Farm Agent Webb Donald, with both finishing 237-103. The Patriot’s Mike Williams was next at 236-104 followed by Cody Hamilton at 223-
117. We appreciate all of our panelists for their participation this year and we especially thank Hayden for their sponsorship.

Jon Woolwine
Last Week: 14-11
Season: 239-101

Joel Hicks
Last Week: 15-10
Season: 238-102

Cody Hamilton
Last Week: 14-11
Season: 223-117

Mike Barbour
Last Week: 17-8
Season: 246-94

Webb Donald
Last Week: 18-7
Season: 237-103

Timmy Hurst
Last Week: 18-7
Season: 249-91

Mike Williams
Last Week: 16-9
Season: 236-104

Brad Alley
Last Week: 18-7
Season: 251-89

Phillip Baker
Last Week: 17-8
Season: 246-94

Scott Vest
Last Week: 17-8
Season: 240-100

Dan Callahan
Last Week: 14-11
Season: 237-103

By Dan Callahan
The Patriot

Pulaski County head coach 
Tyler Cannoy was pleased with 
his team's 59-42 home win over 
Hidden Valley last Friday eve-
ning, and he had every right to 
be because it was a really good 
"team'' victory for the Cougars 
who are now 6-5 on the season.

"We had great balance. We 
played really good defense, con-
testing Hidden Valley all over 
the floor. We moved to ball well 
offensively, hit the open man. We 
got control in the middle of the 
second quarter and continued to 
play well. We have some weap-
ons. We just need to use them 
right, and we did tonight. Lots 
of solid contributions. I'm real 
happy  with how we played,'' said 
Cannoy.

You have to put the ball in the 
basket to win in basketball. Pu-

See COUGARS, page B5



The Patriot - January 17, 2020 - Page B3

No Job Too Big Or Too Small 
For El Shaddai

Pulaski, Va.

BUILDING SUPPLIES
INSTALLATION 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

320-2356
elshadent@gmail.com

At El Shaddai 
We Sell And Install:

-Cabinets
-Countertops
-Decking
-Exterior Doors
-Interior Doors
-Fencing
-Insulation
-Millwork
-Paneling
-Patio Doors
-Plumbing Fixtures
-Porch Columns
-Flooring
-Railings
-Roofing
-Shutters
-Sidings
-Trusses
-Windows & more!

KNOW 
A 

PATRIOT?
Nominate Them For 
Our Weekly Feature 

“This Week’s 
Patriot”

Call 540-808-3949
or email

news@pcpatriot.com

column as the Cougars jumped to 
an 18-5 first quarter lead and then 
outscored Hidden Valley 14-0 in 
the second quarter to lead at the 
half, 32-5. 

Alaina Akers led the way with 
10 points, Maddie Ratcliff and 
Paige Huff both tallied eight, Kas-
sidy Secrist and Keslyn Secrist 
both scored six, and Ally Flennor 
five in the dominating victory. 
The Titans are now 0-11 on the 
season.

Pulaski County boys 
fall to 6-6 at 
Blacksburg

The Pulaski County boys bas-
ketball team saw its record fall to 
6-6 after suffering a 62-54 loss at 
Blacksburg Tuesday evening. The 
Bruins are now 8-2 on the season.

The Cougars never really lost 
contact in the game, but had trou-
ble narrowing the margin. It was 
27-24 Bruins at the half, but the 
eight-point final margin actual-
ly came in the third quarter and 
Blacksburg led 41-33 heading into 
the fourth quarter when the two 
teams staged a shootout with both 
putting 21 markers on the board 
for the final, 62-54 score.

Hayden Gray led the Cougar ef-
fort with a game high 22 points, 
and Luke Russell scored a season 
high of 12. Gray hit five-3-point 
shots and Russell three.

But Pulaski Co. had trouble 
dealing with the inside presence 
of Brock Vice who scored a team 

Continued from Page B1

Hoops

Brian Bishop/PC Patriot
Ally Fleenor had 13 points for the Lady Cougars and helped dom-
inate the boards against the Bruins.

high 19 points for Blacksburg, 
but also pulled down 10 rebounds 
and blocked four Cougar shots. 
Vice got plenty of help from Bri-
an Mitchell with 16 points and 
Marley Spennachio-Parker with 
11.

The Cougars will play at home 
Friday (Jan. 17) against unde-
feated Cave Spring.

Smith new CB coach at Tech
Hokiesports.com

BLACKSBURG – Head coach Justin Fuente announced Tuesday that 
Ryan Smith is joining Virginia Tech as cornerbacks coach. Smith joins 
the Hokies after spending the 2019 campaign coaching safeties and serv-
ing as the pro scout liaison at James Madison University. He previously 
spent two seasons as defensive backs coach at Elon (2017-18) and two 
years as a graduate assistant at Penn State (2015-16). 

 In 2019, James Madison boasted one of the nation's stingiest defenses 
at the FCS level as the Dukes ranked third in scoring defense (14.9 ppg), 
first in total defense (264.7 ypg) and second in third-down percentage 
(29.0%) en route to a berth in the FCS National Championship Game. 
James Madison also tied for seventh with 17 interceptions, 11 of which 
came from Smith's safeties unit.

 "We're excited to add another talented coach to our staff in Ryan 
Smith," Fuente said. 

Smith worked two seasons at Penn State, serving as a defensive 
graduate assistant.
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The Patriot Classifieds 540-808-3949540-808-3949

IMMEDIATE
JOB OPENINGS 

- 31 openings - 
Pulaski • Dublin • Radford 

Giles
Pay Between $10 & $18 Hr.

Production - Assembly 
Laborer - Cleaning

Winders - CDL-A Driver
Material Handlers

COME IN TODAY OR APPLY ONLINE

VALLEY STAFFING INC.
6003 Wright Avenue

Dublin, VA 24084
540-674-3103

www.valleystaffingjobs.com
EEO • DRUG FREE

30+ Years
Of Friendly
Professional

Service
(540) 980-1117

Corner of 5th Street & Washington Ave., Pulaski
Wayne McGlothlin, Broker   616-4587

Phyllis Hetherington  320-7278, Associate Broker    
Pat Farmer 320-4698      Debbie Radcliffe 629-4761   

SERVICING THE ENTIRE NEW RIVER VALLEY & CLAYTOR LAKE
RESIDENTIAL. COMMERCIAL. PROPERTY MANAGEMENT.

THINKING OF A CAREER CHANGE? COME WORK WITH THE HOMETOWN TEAM

hometownpulaski@gmail.com

Home Town Realty FOR RENT
Historic log cabin for rent on Robinson Tract Road.  Former grocery 
store.  Possible uses include office space, craft/gift shop, small farm 
and garden supplies, fabric, sewing and knitting supplies, etc. 
Rent is negotiable.  Contact 804-530-4690.

Statewide Classifieds

FOR SALE • FOR SALE • FOR SALE • FOR SALES • FOR SALE

Commercial 
Tanning Bed

32 SX power, like new 
condition. Used approximately 
2 hours. 32 bulb, 15 Min. Wolff 
Bulbs. Arm and facial bronzers, 
220 volt, remote timer and 
tanning accessories included. 
You will need a dedicated 30 
amp breaker and 220 outlet. 
Light weight and easy to move 
$2,200. 

Call 540-616-7016 leave message.

HELP WANTED:

Offering Free Rent/Utilities year 
round: Immediate openings for 
Men & Women's attendants 
for the Warming Station in ex-
change for caring for our home-
less guests throughout the winter 
season when temperatures are 40 
degrees or below. Call 276-620-
4293 for more information.

FOR SALE:  
MISCELLANEOUS

Turkey for Sale, call 540-980-
5835.

Two guns. A .38 special caliber 
Taurus 6-shot revolver. Ultra-li-
te model 856 with 2-inch barrel. 
Matte black finish. New in box, 
never been fired. $325. Also a 
.380 automatic caliber 6-shot 
Taurus Spectrum model with 
two clips. Black finish with army 
green handles. New in box, never 

been fired. $225. Call 540-818-
1939.

Two 8-foot graphite fly rods and 
three automatic reels. Asking 
$100. Call 540-353-0665

Innogen G2 portable oxygen 
concentrator with extra battery. 
Original cost $2,495, extra bat-
tery $300. Comes with house 
charger and car charger. Will sell 
for $1,500. Call 540-980-8730. 
Please leave name and number.

WANT TO BUY:
Small flat screen TV with re-
mote, call 540-418-2701.

FAIR HOUSING NOTICE:
We are pledged to the letter and 
spirit of Virginia's policy for 
achieving equal housing oppor-
tunity throughout the Common-
wealth.
We encourage and support adver-
tising and marketing programs in 

which there are no barriers to ob-
taining housing because of race, 
color, religion, national origin, 
sex, elderliness, familial status or 
handicap.
For more information or to file a 
housing complaint, call the Vir-
ginia Housing Office at (804) 
367-8530; toll-free call (888) 551-
3247.
For hearing-impaired, call (804) 
367-9753. E-mail fairhousing@
dpor.virginia.gov.

AUCTIONS 

PACK ESTATE JAN. 25, 10 
AM. POWHATAN, VA. TRAC-
TORS, '15 GMC2500 DIESEL, 
ZERO MOWER, BEEF CAT-
TLE, TRAILER, HAY EQUIP. 
WWW.CARWILEAUCTIONS.
COM VAAR392 (434)547-9100

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Ad-
vertise your upcoming auctions 
statewide or in other states.  Af-
fordable Print and Digital Solu-
tions reaching your target audi-
ences. Call this paper or Landon 
Clark at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

E D U C A T I O N / C A R E E R 
TRAINING

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – Get 
FAA approved hands on Aviation 
training. Financial aid for quali-
fied students - Career placement 
assistance. CALL Aviation In-
stitute of Maintenance SCHEV 

certified 877-204- 4130

FARM EQUIPMENT

GOT LAND? Our Hunters 
will Pay Top $$$ To hunt your 
land. Call for a FREE info packet 
& Quote. 1-866-309-1507 www.
BaseCampLeasing.com

HELP WANTED / DRIVERS

Need CDL Drivers? Advertise 
your JOB OPENINGS statewide 
or in other states.  Affordable 
Print and Digital Solutions to 
reach truck drivers. Call Landon 
Clark at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576, landonc@vpa.net 

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

ATTN. REALTORS:  Adver-
tise your listings regionally or 
statewide. Affordable Print and 
Digital Solutions that get results!  
Call Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

D I V O R C E - U n c o n t e s t e d , 
$395+$86 court cost. WILLS 
$195.00. No court appearance. 
Estimated completion time 
twenty-one days. Hilton Oliver, 
Attorney (Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Espanol. BBB 
Member. https://hiltonoliverat-
torneyva.com.

FOR SALE - $14,900
Trailer for sale in Covey’s Family Campground, Dublin, Va. 34 
ft. Wildwood. It has air conditioning and heat. This is a gated 
campground and very safe. Golf carts are accepted. Can be moved.. 
Price is negotiable. Call 704-289-5116.

CLASSIFIED DEADLINE
NOON WEDNESDAY

No Magic Pill
Dear Dave,
My wife and I made a resolu-

tion this year to pay off $20,000 
in credit card debt we’ve accu-
mulated. I want us to follow your 
plan, and live on a really tight 
budget. She wants us to use a 
debt consolidation company, like 
some of her friends have done. 
I’m really against her idea, but 
how can I change her mind?

Blake
Dear Blake,
I’m glad you two have made 

the decision to get out of debt, 
and gain control of your financ-
es. When it comes to this sort 
of thing, it’s wise to remember 
there’s no magic pill. No debt 
consolidation company is going 
to get you out of debt and help 
you stay out of debt. The answer 
is learning how to control your-
self and your behavior with mon-
ey.

Using a debt consolidation 
company seems appealing, be-
cause there’s usually a lower 
monthly payment or lower inter-
est rate attached. The problem 
in most cases, however, is the 
lower payment or interest rate 
exists only because the term is 
extended. You might pay a little 
less each month, but you end up 
staying in debt longer.

There are other problems in-
volved in using debt consolida-
tion companies, too.  For one 
thing, it can trash your credit 
for a long time when it comes to 
buying a car or a house. For these 
reasons I sometimes refer to it as 
a CON-solidation, because the 
whole thing is basically a con. 
They make you think you’re re-
ally doing something about your 
debt problem, but the debt—and 
all the bad habits that caused it—
are still there. 

My guess is your wife’s friends 
think using a debt consolida-
tion company is an easy, harm-
less way to get out of a financial 
mess. But sometimes you’ve got 

See RAMSEY, page B5
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LEGAL NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is given pursuant to the Pulaski County Unified Development 
Ordinance and Section 15.2-2310 of the 1950 Code of Virginia, as 
amended, that a public hearing will be held at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 
January 21, 2020 in the Board Room of the County Administration 
Building, 143 Third Street, NW, Pulaski, VA 24301. The Pulaski 
County Board of Zoning Appeals is hosting a Public Hearing and 
will receive public comments in relationship to the application(s) 
for zoning variance as listed below:

       • Petition by Bill Kincer, for a variance to Article 4.7.C (Building 
Setback Low Density Residential Zone District) Pulaski County 
Unified Development Ordinance. Property is located Bear Drive, 
Dublin, VA, Tax Map# 075-8-2-31,075-8-2-30A, Ingles District.

Comments may be presented at the meeting and by phone or in 
writing prior to the meeting. Information regarding these items are 
available for public inspection from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, at the Department of Planning & Zoning, County 
Administration Building, 143 Third Street, NW, Pulaski, VA 24301.

If you are a disabled individual and would like special auxiliary 
aids or services, please contact the County’s ADA Compliance 
Officer at (540) 980-7800 (TDD accessible) or (540) 980-7705, ten 
(10) days prior to the above meeting date.  

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Pulaski County Board of Supervisors will host a public 
hearing at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as it can be heard, on 
Monday, January 27th, 2020, at the Pulaski County Administration 
Board Room, 143 Third Street, NW, Pulaski, VA, to consider the 
following request;

A request by Appalachian Power Company to receive a utility 
easement and right of way from the County of Pulaski, VA.  
Easement and right of way for the purpose of electric power line 
and associated infrastructure, to be located at or near the Pulaski 
County Animal Shelter, located at 80 Dublin Park Rd., Dublin, 
Virginia.

Comments may be presented orally, or in writing, prior to the 
meeting or in person at the public hearing.  Information regarding 
the matter(s) referenced above is available for public inspection from 
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, at the Community 
Development Department, County Administration Building, 143 
Third Street, NW, Suite 1 in the Town of Pulaski or by phoning 
(540) 980-7710.

For disabled individuals who may require special auxiliary 
aids or services, the County upon request will make reasonable 
accommodations available.  Please contact the County’s ADA 
Compliance Officer at (540) 980-7800 (TDD accessible) or (540) 
980-7705, ten (10) days prior to the above meeting date to arrange 
for these special accommodations.

NOTICE OF BUDGET HEARING
Notice is hereby given pursuant to Section 22.1-92 of the Code 
of Virginia 1950, as amended, that a public hearing on the 2020-
2021 School Board budget will be held Tuesday, February 11, 
2020 at 5:00 p.m., at the Pulaski County School Board Office, 202 
N. Washington Avenue, Pulaski, VA. For physically challenged 
individuals who may require special aid or services, reasonable 
accommodations will be made available by the School Board upon 
request by calling School Board Clerk Teresa Porter at (540) 994-
2534 or Deputy Clerk Brenda Crawford at (540) 994-2519.

DEPUTY SHERIFF
Applications are now being accepted for the position of Deputy 
Sheriff with the Pulaski County Sheriff’s Office.  Applicants must be 
at least 21 years of age and possess a valid Virginia driver’s license.  
Prefer applicants with State Law Enforcement Certification and 
two years of college credits. Extensive background investigation 
and medical examination is required.  Applicants must have 
20/20 corrected vision and have proportionate height and weight.  
Preference will be give to applicants who are a resident of Pulaski 
County.

Salary range is $36,000-$57,737, based upon education and 
experience with a 4.56% increase after a one year successful 
probationary period.  This is a full time position with benefits:  
health insurance, dental insurance, life insurance, optional vision 
insurance, State retirement program, optional 457 retirement 
program, sick and vacation leave, paid holidays, and much more.

Interested individuals may apply at the Virginia Employment 
Commission Office or may download an application from www.
pulaskicounty.org and deliver or mail it with a resume to Tammy 
Safewright, Human Resources Director, 143 Third Street, NW, 
Suite 1, Pulaski, VA  24301.    

Position is open until filled.to be an adult, admit the mis-
takes you’ve made, and do what 
it takes to straighten things out. 
This kind of thing isn’t a math 
issue. It’s a behavior issue. Mak-
ing the decision to get out of debt 
and never go back there again, 
by living on a really tight budget 
and making sacrifices, is the best 
way to fix this mess and learn a 
lesson in the process.

Live like no one else, so that 
later, you can live—and give—
like no one else. Stay away from 
debt consolidation companies, 
Blake. Doing this the right way 
is worth it!

—Dave
* Dave Ramsey is CEO of Ram-

sey Solutions. He has authored seven 
best-selling books, including The Total 
Money Makeover. The Dave Ramsey 
Show is heard by more than 16 million 
listeners each week on 600 radio stations 
and multiple digital platforms. Follow 
Dave on the web at daveramsey.com and 
on Twitter at @DaveRamsey.

Continued from Page B4
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RANDOLPH PARK ASSISTANT 
AQUATICS DIRECTOR

Pulaski County Randolph Park is seeking an Assistant Aquatics 
Director to oversee the pool facility.  This includes hiring, training 
and supervision of lifeguards and  pool attendants, operation of pool 
chemistry and equipment,  ensuring compliance with park rules 
and regulations by pool patrons and maintenance of the entire pool 
facility.  Candidates must have completed graduation from high 
school and be at least 18 years of age.  The following certifications 
are preferred:  Certified Pool Operator (CPO) or a certified Aquatic 
Facility Operator (AFO).  The following certifications are required: 
First Aid and CPR. Previous management of a pool facility is 
preferred.

Please see the full job description at www.pulaskicounty.org.  

This is a seasonal position beginning in May thru September.  The 
hourly rate for this position is between $8-$12 and is commensurate 
upon education and experience.  Interested individuals may apply 
at the Virginia Employment Commission Office or may download 
and submit an application from www.pulaskicounty.org to Tammy 
Safewright, Human Resources Director, 143 Third Street, N.W., 
Suite 1, Pulaski, VA 24301.  

Position is open until filled.

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

RANDOLPH PARK AQUATICS 
DIRECTOR

Pulaski County Randolph Park is seeking an Aquatics Director 
to oversee the pool facility.  This includes hiring, training and 
supervision of lifeguards and  pool attendants, operation of pool 
chemistry and equipment,  ensuring compliance with park rules 
and regulations by pool patrons and maintenance of the entire pool 
facility.  Candidates must have completed graduation from high 
school and be at least 18 years of age.  The following certifications 
are required:  Certified Pool Operator (CPO) or a certified Aquatic 
Facility Operator (AFO), First Aid and CPR. Previous management 
of a pool facility is preferred.

Please see the full job description at www.pulaskicounty.org.  

This is a seasonal position beginning in May thru September.  The 
hourly rate for this position is between $11-$14 and is commensurate 
upon education and experience.  Interested individuals may apply 
at the Virginia Employment Commission Office or may download 
and submit an application from www.pulaskicounty.org to Tammy 
Safewright, Human Resources Director, 143 Third Street, N.W., 
Suite 1, Pulaski, VA 24301.  

Position is open until filled.

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

laski County did, Hidden Val-
ley had a lot of trouble doing it. 
Some of the reason was a lot of 
shots came with a hand in their 
face. The Titans made only six of 
26 shots the first half, 24% and 
just 13 of 43, 26% for the game 
as Hidden Valley fell to 3-8 on 
the season.

Pulaski Co. was 11 of 23 the 
first half, 48%, and 23 of 50 for 
the game, 46%. The Titans had 
the two leading scorers in the 
game, Manmeet Singh with 13 
and Grayson Carroll with 12, 
but got very little anywhere else. 
Cannoy talked of "contributions 
teamwide.'' He was right. The 
Cougars had nine players hit the 
scoring column and all of them 
scored five or more points. And 
that defensive effort was very 
much in evidence in the statistics 
of the game as well. The Cougars 
forced 22 Hidden Valley turn-
overs and turned the ball over 
itself just eight times, display-
ing an excellent floor game that 
featured outstanding ball move-
ment.

Pulaski Co. led after the first 
quarter as Hayden Gray hit two 
3's, and Luke Russell worked in-
side for two baskets for an 11-10 
lead. Then midway through the 
second quarter Russell hit a 3 
off the wing, Corvin Carter got 
a steal and a drive for two, and 
Gray popped another 3 off the 
edge and the Cougars were in 
control. Down the stretch before 
the half Josh Bourne got a big 
steal and five quick points and 
PCHS was on top 31-21 at the 
half.

In the third quarter Pulaski Co. 
pretty much put the Titans away 
with outstanding execution on 
both ends of the court, outscor-
ing HV 20-11. Carroll scored 
eight points in the final minute 
after the Titans had managed just 
three points for seven minutes 
against a hard working Cougar 
defense. 

But that only delayed the inev-
itable on this night. The Cougars 
built on a 51-32 lead, and down 
the stretch Cannoy was able to 
clear the bench and everybody 
got in on the action.

Gray led the Cougars with 11 
points and J.J. Gulley was the 
only other double digit scorer 
with 10, but Russell finished with 
nine, Peyton Blackburn seven, 
Bourne and Clay Phillips both 
got six, and A.J. McCloud and 
Carter both finished with five. 
The Cougars were eight of 12 
from the free throw line. Hidden 
Valley 13 of 17.

The Cougars also won the ju-
nior varsity game, 43-36. The 
win upped the JV team record 
to a good 8-3 on the season. Pey-
ton McDaniel with 19 points and 
Kyle O'Neal with 13 led the way.

Continued from Page B2

Cougars
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Ms. Audre’s 
Fabrics

206 Main Street
Narrows, Va. (540) 921-2042

Open 10 - 6 Tuesday - Friday
10 - 4 Saturday

Start The New Year With
FRESH Produce From T.A.’s

FRESH Florida strawberries, vine ripe 
tomatoes and Heirloom tomatoes, citrus, 

N.Y. cabbage, fresh delicious apples and more.
We Appreciate Your Business

T.A. Produce
Route 11, Dublin

674-4233

Pet of the Week
Emann is a young, happy, and energetic chocolate lab/pit mix. He 
will sit for treats, but you better have good ones! He LOVES playing 
with toys! Available for adoption now!
Pulaski County Animal Control, 80 Dublin Park Rd., Dublin, VA 
24084, 540-674-8359
Monday-Friday 10AM-4PM and 10AM-12Noon on Saturday

Radford's double-double 
leads Va. Tech past Wake
Hokies defeat 
Demon Deacons 
80-70 to earn third 
straight ACC win
Hokiesports.com

WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. – 
Seeking a fourth straight victo-
ry over Wake Forest, the Virgin-
ia Tech men's basketball team 
took down the Demon Deacons 
80-70 on Tuesday Night inside 
LJVM Coliseum.

 Tyrece Radford recorded 
his second-ever double-double 
with 21 points and 13 rebounds, 
as the Hokies (13-4, 4-2 ACC) 
blew past Wake Forest (8-8, 1-5) 
in a road contest, getting up by 
as many as 20 points. The Hok-
ies have now defeated Wake 
for the fourth consecutive time 
and third straight time in Win-
ston-Salem. 

 Mike Young is 2-0 in his ca-
reer against Wake Forest and 
1-0 against the Demon Deacons 
head coach Danny Manning. 
Young is also the first hokie 
Head Coach to win three out of 
his first four ACC road outings. 

 The Hokies saw vital contri-
butions from redshirt freshman 
Landers Nolley, who scored 21 
points, and the North Carolina 
native Jalen Cone, who put up 
15 points. Freshman Nahiem 
Alleyne registered 10 points 
and junior Wabissa Bede dished 
out nine assists, with being one 
shy of tying his career high.

 Tech caused an ACC-high 18 
turnovers while also capitaliz-
ing off of Wake miscues, scor-
ing 19 points off those mistakes. 
Defensively, Tech had a sea-
son-high 11 steals with Radford 
swiping four of his own to set a 
career high. 

The first half was back and 
forth action throughout as there 
were five lead changes and two 

ties. With just under 10 minutes 
to go in the first, Nolley nailed 
a jumper followed by a triple 
from Cone to give Tech a 20-10 
lead.

Wake went on a 21-5 run from 
this point to reclaim the lead 
at 31-25. But Nolley responded 
late in the first half, including 
four straight free throws, to give 
Tech a 33-31 lead at the break.

 
 
With just under 15 minutes 

to go in the second half, Cone 

drilled back-to-back 3-pointers 
along with a jumper giving Tech 
a 53-42 lead. With 11 minutes 
left in the contest, Alleyne hit 
from downtown, which sparked 
an 11-0 run to give Tech a 66-
46 lead. The Hokies cruised 
through the rest of the game, 
winning 80-70

The Hokies will look for a 
season sweep against Syracuse 
when they take on the Orange 
(9-7, 2-3) on Saturday  at noon 
at Cassell Coliseum. 

Hokiesports.com
Virginia Tech's Tyrece Radford slams one home overtop a Wake 
Forest defender. Radford finished the game with a career-high 21 
points and 13 rebounds. 
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Public Service 
Announcement

Dublin Town offices will be 
closed Friday, January 17 and 
Monday, January 20. Garbage 
scheduled to run Friday, January 
17 will be picked up on Thurs-
day, January 16th. Garbage 
scheduled to run Monday, 
January 17 will be picked up on 
Tuesday, January 21.

The PSA and all three drop sites 
will be closed January 17, 2020 
for Lee/Jackson Day. The PSA  
and all three drop sites will be 
closed January 20, for Martin 
Luther King Day. The drop sites 
will be open January 18. There 
will be garbage collection.

FYI:

 NRV Master Gardener Train-
ing program  seeking appli-
cants for training class 
The New River Valley Master 
Gardener Program is seeking 
applicants for the 2020 Master 
Gardener Training class. The 
class runs from late February 
through early May. Contact the 
Montgomery County Extension 
Office at 540-382-5790 for more 
information. 

Pulaski High School Class of 
1970 plans reunion
Please help spread the word 
over the holidays to friends and 
relatives that the Pulaski High 
School Class of ’70 is planning 
on hosting their 50th reunion 
during the Memorial Day 
weekend of May 22-23 at Al’s 
on First. For more information 
please contact Cathy Weddle 
Coble at 540-230-1519. 

January 19

Woodlawn P.H. Church to 
feature McClerkin’s
Gregory and LaToya McClerkin 
will be speaking  at Woodlawn 
P.H. Church on Jan. 19, 11 a.m. 
The church is located at 3874 
Oak Grove Rd. ( Interstate 77 
Exit 19). For more information 
call 276-728-2088.

January 27

Free Beekeeping classes 
offered
Free Beekeeping Classes - The 
Appalachian Beekeeping Collec-
tive is offering free beekeeping 
classes at the Pulaski Commu-
nity Youth Center! Everyone is 
welcome to learn about honey 
bees and to potentially sign up 
to be a part of our program as a 
beekeeper. Classes will be held 
each Monday from 6 p.m. to 8 
p.m. starting January 27, 2020. 
The youth center is located at 
6671 Riverlawn Court, Fairlawn, 
VA. There will be five classes, 
each focusing on a different 

topic to educate the future 
beekeeper. The classes will 
be taught by Parry Keitzman, 
PhD of entomology. To sign up 
please contact Dr. Keitzman at: 
pkietzman@appheadwaters.org 
or call the Youth Center at 540-
505-4973.

February 1

Chalk Talk to benefit Back 
Pack Program Ministry
First Dublin Presbyterian 
Church will host Chalk Talk 
with Dwight Haynes, Feb. 1 at 
noon. Lunch will be provided. 
This is a service suitable for 
children and adults. Please bring 
a can of soup to donate to the 
Back Pack Ministry. The church 
is located at 409 Church Street 
in Dublin. For information call 
540-674-8660 or email first-dub-
lin-presbyterian-church-eco.com

February 14

Celebrate Valentine’s Day at 
St. Jude Church
Celebrate Valentine’s Day at 
St. Jude Church located at 1740 
Tyler Ave., Christiansburg. 
The church will host a dinner 
and dance on Friday, February 
14, 2020 with DJ Zach from 5 
p.m. – 9 p.m. The menu will 
be barbeque spareribs, baked 
beans, coleslaw, and cornbread 
and homemade desserts. Tickets 
are $10 for adults and $5 for 
children 13 and under. Please 
purchase tickets through the 
office by calling 540-639-5341.

On-going community based 
activities and needs:

WOTM (Women of the Moose) 
host monthly quarter BINGO
Monthly WOTM Bingo is held 
the second Saturday of every 
month at the Pulaski Moose 
Lodge, 11 a.m. – 2 p.m.  There 
are awesome door prizes, FREE 
coffee, WOTM donation up-
dates, pull tabs, raffles and much 
more. Come out and play some 
quarter Bingo with your Women 
of the Moose. $10 Buy-in: You 
play unlimited amount of cards. 

AA
Alcoholics Anonymous meet 
Monday at 8 p.m.(closed 
meeting); Wednesday (noon); 
and Thursday at 8 p.m. (open 
meetings) at Pulaski Presbyte-
rian Church of America located 
at 975 Memorial Drive. Contact 
number 540-440-0066.

Al-Anon - Pulaski
Pulaski Al-Anon Family Group 
(a support group for friends 
and families of alcoholics) meet 
every Monday night at 8 p.m. at 
the Pulaski Presbyterian Church 
of America located at 975 Me-
morial Drive. Contact number 
540-980-5233

Volunteers needed at the 
Ratcliffe
Ratcliffe Transportation Mu-
seum is in need of volunteers 
Please call Ernie or Ron at 540-
980-2307 for more information, 
please leave a message if no one 
answers.

Group sets aside day each 
month to pray for County
A group of citizens of Pulaski 
County has set aside the 15th of 
each month to fast and pray for 
the county. The group asks that 
citizens who are of a like mind 
please join them in this effort.

Feeding America
Distribution of fresh produce 
and baked goods at New Life 
Church of the Nazarene each 
Saturday from 2:30 p.m. - 3:30 
p.m. (no charge) on a first-come-
first-served basis. The church 
is located 45 S. Jefferson Ave., 
Pulaski.

Adult Day Care and Fall Pre-
vention Center hosts monthly 
BINGO
Adult Day Service and Fall Pre-
vention Center hosts BINGO on 
the 4th Saturday of each month 
from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. at the Ru-
ritan building on 4th and Jeffer-
son St in Pulaski. The building 
is located near Seagles Funeral 
Home. Everyone welcome!

Pulaski Old Time Jamboree
A Bluegrass Jam session for 
players of all ages is held every 
Thursday evening 6 p.m. - 8 
p.m. at the Historic Pulaski 
Train Depot. Join the jam by 
playing an instrument or singing 
or just come by and enjoy the 
music. Call Dee Dean at 540-
392-3555 for more information. 
The center is located across the 
street from the post office.
 
Cowboy Church ministry 
offers food bags to the elderly 
and shut-in
On the third and fourth week of 
each month Cowboy Church  of-
fers  food bags to the elderly and 
shut -in.  On these weeks, inter-
ested participants may come by 
the church at 12 noon for pick 
up if able. Delivery is available 
if necessary. Call Mike and Pat 
Thompson at 540-577-4923.  
Cowboy Church is located at 
520 E. Main St., Pulaski (across 
from Downtown Exxon).

Pulaski Daily Bread in need of 
volunteers
Daily Bread is in need of servers 
on several different days, so if 
you can spare a few hours a 
week you may contact Debbi

 

Harrell (Director) at 980-2131 
between the hours of 8:30 a.m. 
- 12:30 p.m. Monday through 
Friday.

Celebrate Recovery Support 
group at VHM
Valley Harvest Ministries in 
Dublin is now sponsoring a sup-
port group for people who are 
working through hurts, habits 
and hang- ups. The group meets 
each Thursday at 6:30 p.m.
Food will be served at 6:30 p.m. 
followed at 7 p.m. with a large 
group meeting and then every-
one will divide into smaller 
groups at 8 p.m.    

Narcotics Anonymous 
The NA group HOW meets 
each Sunday 6 p.m. at the Christ 
Episcopal Church located at 144 
Washington Ave., in Pulaski. 
The meeting is open to every-
one. 

N.A. Principles before Person-
alities 
N.A. Principles before Personal-
ities meets Thursday at 7 p.m.; 
Friday and Saturday at 6 p.m. 
at the First Presbyterian Church 
Annex located at 4th and 
Jefferson St., Pulaski, Va. For 
more information, go to www.
newrivervalleyna.org
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DOSS’ SEPTIC TANK SERVICE, LLC

Owner/Operator: Chuck Doss
• Licensed & Insured   • 20 Years of Experience

• Calls Welcome Anytime Day or Night
24/7 Emergency Service

(540) 320-4827 / (540) 320-4817

Glencoe Mansion, Museum & 
Gallery is pleased to announce 
the opening of the gallery show, 
“2019 in Review.” The show 
features the works of artists 
Yvonne Alderman, Felta Virgin-
ia and Ray Harm whose works 
appeared in the Gallery during 
2019. 

Artist Yvonne Alderman is 
a native of Southwest Virginia. 
Growing up in the Blue Ridge, 
she absorbed the culture and 
environment around her. Al-
derman’s early art training took 
place while earning her degree 
in education and English at Rad-
ford University. She continued 
her education with a Masters in 
English from Virginia Tech, and 
ultimately a doctorate in British 
literature at the University of 
North Carolina at Greensboro. 
Returning to the world of the vi-
sual arts, Alderman studied pri-
vately in Santa Fe, New Mexico 
and at the Studio School in Ro-
anoke. 

Alderman’s works reflect the 
multiple aspects and influences 
of her art, including both tradi-
tional and abstract art, and many 
times a combination of both. 

Artist Felta Virginia grew up 
between Europe and northern 

Virginia.  She now calls Blacks-
burg her home.  Felta served in 
the U.S. Army as a Chinese lin-
guist before completing her B.A. 
in Painting from North Georgia 
College and State University in 
2001.  She has exhibited across 
the United States, in Germany, 
and Austria.  Faith, philosophy, 
family, social issues, and nature 
are the driving inspirations for 
her work.

In Felta’s work calligraph-
ic black line is used to enhance 
color and contrast but also to ex-
press power and energy, as well 
as that struggle between person-
al discipline and personal free-
dom.  Balance of composition is 
found in asymmetry.  

Artist Ray Harm is best 
known for his wildlife art, espe-
cially birds. He was a native of 
Kentucky who following his ser-
vice in World War II enrolled in 
art school on the GI Bill. Harm 
prided his paintings on the fact 
that they were based on real life 
sketches of animals instead of 
photographs. The Ray Harm col-
lection is possible by a generous 
gift by Jon and Mary Wyatt in 
memory of Jon’s parents Kath-
leen and Clifford Wyatt who 
were avid wildlife art collectors. 

“2019 in Review” will be on 
display through February 29.

Glencoe Mansion to host 
'2019 In Review' art show

Alderman's "It's A Train 
Wreck."

Felta's "Black Cherry Or-
chid."

War Memorial accepting scholarship applications
The Virginia War Memorial 

has announced that applications 
for its Marocchi Memorial Col-
lege Scholarships are now being 
accepted.

These two scholarships of 
$2,500 each are available to any 
student enrolled in the senior 
class of an accredited public or 
private high school or homes-
chool program in the Common-
wealth of Virginia and who is a 
U.S. citizen or permanent resi-
dent at the time of his or her ap-
plication.

These annual scholarships 
were established by the family of 
the late Rear Admiral John Ma-
rocchi of Rappahannock County, 
Va. Admiral Marocchi served in 
the United States Navy for de-
cades in a career that spanned 
World War II and the Korean and 
Vietnam Wars. A recipient of the 

Purple Heart and Legion of Mer-
it, the Admiral was one of the 
few Navy officers to complete 
Army Airborne training. He also 
served as a trustee of the Virgin-
ia War Memorial for over fifteen 
years. 

Applicants must also plan 
to pursue a program of study 
in a Reserve Officer Training 
Program (ROTC) at a Virginia 
public or private college or uni-
versity that will lead to a career 
in any branch of U.S. military 

service.  Applicants are also re-
quired to possess an unweighted 
minimum Grade Point Average 
(GPA) of 2.75.  

All applications for the 2020 
Marocchi Memorial Scholar-
ships must be received by Sun-
day, April 19, 2020. 

Complete details, including 
application forms and a list of re-
quired documents, are available 
online at www.vawarmemorial.
org/learn/contests-scholarships/
marocchi


