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Virginia lawmakers
reject assault weapons ban
RICHMOND, Va. (AP) — Virginia Gov. Ralph
Northam's push to ban the sale of assault weapons
failed on Monday after some of his fellow Democrats balked at the proposal.
Senators voted to shelve the bill for the year and
ask the state crime commission to study the issue,
an outcome that drew cheers from a committee
room packed with gun advocates.
Four Democrats — most of them moderates —
joined Republicans in Monday's committee vote,
rejecting legislation that would have prohibited the
sale of certain semiautomatic firearms, including
popular AR-15 style rifles, and banned the possession of magazines that hold more than 12 rounds.

The bill was a top priority for Northam, who
has campaigned heavily for a broad package of
gun-control measures. The governor's spokeswoman, Alena Yarmosky, said he's disappointed with
the result but determined to continue to press for
the measure.
"We will be back next year," she said.
David Majure, a gun-rights supporter who attended the committee hearing, said he's glad about
Monday's results but not convinced the bill is dead
for the year.
"I'm happy about it, but I don't trust them," he
said.
See VIRGINIA, page A2

WEEKEND WEATHER

Saturday

Sunday

Sunny, with a high near 48.
Light west wind.

Sunny, with a high near 55.

Saturday Night - Clear, with
a low around 23.

Sunday Night - A chance
of showers after 1am. Mostly
cloudy, with a low around 33.
Chance of precipitation is 30%.

School Bucks Challenge Checks

Photo courtesy of Jennifer Price, Food City

Over $4500 was presented to local schools in Pulaski County this year by Food City through their annual
Food City School Bucks Challenge. Pictured here are representatives of the schools receiving money money through the Pulaski Food City. Back row L-R: Rick Patton- Food City Head Cashier, Dave Akers- Food
City Store Manager, Bill Atwood- Principal Dublin Middle School, Javier Mattos-Executive Director
Mayflower Christian Academy, Richard Thomas-Principal Pulaski County High School, Tony Viers- Assistant Principal Pulaski Middle School; Front Row L-R: Nancy Dillon- Principal Critzer Elementary,
Amy Shrewsbury- Principal Snowville Elementary, Rebecca Smith- Principal Pulaski Elementary, Elizabeth Webb-Principal Dublin Elementary, Felicia Ba- Director Pulaski HeadStart. Not pictured Pulaski
Community Youth Center Fairlawn. See more on Page A2.
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Virginia
Continued from Page A1
Virginia is the current epicenter of the country's heated debate
over guns, as a new Democratic majority seeks to enact strict
new limits.
Democrats ran heavily on gun
control during last year's legislative elections when they flipped
control of the General Assembly
for the first time in more than
two decades.
But gun owners, especially in rural communities, have
pushed back hard. Last month,
tens of thousands of guns-rights
activists from around the country flooded the Capitol and surrounding area in protest, some
donning tactical gear and carrying military-style rifles. And
more than 100 counties, cities
and towns have declared themselves Second Amendment sanctuaries, vowing to oppose any
new "unconstitutional restrictions" on guns.

The proposed assault weapon
ban has received the most opposition. Gun owners have accused the
governor and others of wanting to
confiscate commonly owned guns
and accessories from law-abiding
gun owners. Northam and his allies have said repeatedly they do
not want to confiscate guns, but
argued that banning new sales of
assault weapons and high-capacity magazines would help prevent
mass murders.
"This bill will save lives," said
Democratic Del. Mark Levine,
who sponsored the legislation.
Earlier proposals to ban possession of AR-15-style rifles or to require owners to register them with
state police have been scrapped.
The governor had hoped a watered-down version would win
over enough Democratic moderates for passage.
But moderate Democrats in the
state Senate have said for weeks
they are uncomfortable passing
legislation that would affect so
many current gun owners.
An estimated 8 million ARstyle guns have been sold since

PET OF THE WEEK

they were introduced to the public in the 1960s. The weapons
are known as easy to use, easy to
clean and easy to modify with a
variety of scopes, stocks and rails.
Lawmakers voted to table the
bill Monday with little debate,
while noting that there was confusion over what types of guns
would constitute an assault weapon.
"There are obviously a lot of
questions about definitions in this
bill. Definitions do matter," said
Democratic Sen. Creigh Deeds.
The Senate has now rejected three of the governor's eight
gun-control measures. Moderate
Democrats have already voted
with Republicans to kill a bill that
would make it a felony to "recklessly leave a loaded, unsecured
firearm" in a way that endangers
a minor, and a bill that would require gun owners to report the
loss or theft of a gun to police.
Lawmakers in both the House
and Senate have already advanced
several other gun-control measures and should finalize passage
in the coming days. Those bills
include limiting handgun purchases to once a month; universal
background checks on gun purchases; allowing localities to ban
guns in public buildings, parks
and other areas; and a red flag bill
that would allow authorities to
temporarily take guns away from
anyone deemed to be dangerous
to themselves or others.

Pulaski on Main
to host business
boosting classes

Cooper is a large shep/lab mix who truly appreciates any hangtime he can get with a human. Cooper likes adult humans and cats.
He needs to be neutered, which will happen soon, we hope. Come
meet this guy! — at Pulaski County, VA Animal Control.
Visit with Clea and the many other adoptable animals here at
the shelter.
Pulaski County Animal Control
80 Dublin Park Rd.
Dublin, VA 24084

Pet of the Week
Is Sponsored Each
Week By
Todd Bruce, Mgr.
Seagle Funeral
Home

This Spring, Pulaski on Main,
in partnership with the Town of
Pulaski, invites residents, business owners, and college students
to attend two classes taught by
Business Advisor, Robert Towle.
These classes will help to educate people at all levels about
accelerating their success in
business.
For over twenty-five years,
Robert Towle has helped small
businesses throughout the U.S.,
as well as locally, in both the
“start-up” and “expansion”
phases of growth.
The first class will be how to
Achieve Fast Results by Building a Business Plan, focusing on
the importance of a Vision and
a Mission, SWOT Analysis, and
forming a financial plan.
The second class will be how
to Propel Your Business through
Creating a Great Customer Experience, focusing on an understanding of the skills and behaviors facilitating great customer
See CLASSES, page A5

Food City awards
$700,000 to schools
in their service area
ABINGDON – Are you up for
the challenge? Food City has
pledged $700,000 in contributions for the upcoming school
year. With Food City’s School
Bucks Challenge, it’s easy to
earn reward points. For every $1
you spend, using your Food City
ValuCard, you’ll receive 1 point.
“Our Food City School
Bucks Program has provided
much-needed support for thousands of schools throughout our
market area. Our School Bucks
Challenge makes points collection easier than ever,” says Steven C. Smith, Food City president and chief executive officer.
The 2019-2020 School Bucks
Challenge begins Wednesday,
September 4, 2019 and continues
through May 5, 2020. Simply
link your Food City ValuCard to
the school of your choice online
at
www.foodcity.com/schoolbucks or at the checkout of area
Food City locations. Area students will also receive barcoded
school ID’s to provide to friends
and family. When scanned at
checkout, the barcode designates
the school to credit with your
purchases. The barcoded school
ID’s are also available online at
www.foodcity.com/schoolbucks
for customers preferring to signup in-store.
Food City has pledged
$700,000 for the upcoming

school year. School allocations
are based upon the percentage of
customer purchases assigned to
each school. Schools can monitor their progress biannually online at foodcity.com.
“Food City is committed to
supporting the education of
our youth,” said Smith. “Since
the program’s inception, we’ve
awarded over $19,300,000 in
much-needed educational equipment and tools to more than a
1000 participating area schools”.
For more information about
the new Food City School Bucks
Challenge, please contact your
local school, visit foodcity.com
or contact the Food City School
Bucks Coordinator, Lisa Johnson
at 1-800-232-0174.
Headquartered in Abingdon,
Virginia, K-VA-T Food Stores
(Food City’s parent company) operates 131 retail outlets
throughout southeast Kentucky,
southwest Virginia, east Tennessee, Chattanooga and north
Georgia.
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Lunch Pail Defense donates $20,000 for ACCE effort
From New River
Community College
The Lunch Pail Defense Foundation, spearheaded by retired
Virginia Tech football defensive
coordinator Bud Foster, recently
presented a donation of $20,000
to the New River Community
College Educational Foundation.
The donation specifically supports the Access to Community College Education Program
(ACCE) at NRCC. ACCE is an
economic development public/
private partnership that makes
college available debt-free to
high school and home-schooled
graduates by funding NRCC tuition for two years. During the
program, ACCE students complete at least 80 hours of local
volunteer service annually.
“One of our missions has always been to support education,”
said Jim Tynan, president of the
Lunch Pail Defense Foundation.
“Our desire is to help students
who may have overcome obstacles or adverse circumstances
yet who have managed to thrive.

We’re not necessarily looking for
students with perfect GPAs, but
those students who are willing to
work and give back to their community. ACCE is a perfect fit.
Bud and I and our board are very
happy to be a part of this shared
vision with NRCC.”
“We are so grateful for the
support of all of our community partners, including the Lunch
Pail Defense Foundation,” said
Angie Covey, executive director
of the NRCC Educational Foun-

dation. “The impact of this gift
will reach well beyond classroom
success. Their very generous
contribution will ensure that our
local students can get a quality
education without having to take
on student debt.”
To date, students in the ACCE
program have given back over
25,000 hours of volunteer service to their local communities,
including work at local animal
shelters, fire departments, police departments and elementary

schools.
With the support of ACCE,
students graduate from NRCC
prepared to join the workforce or
transfer to a four-year university
without college debt. The program supports as many students
as possible based on student need
and funds available for the program.
The Lunch Pail Defense Foundation is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization whose dual purpose is
to fund an academic scholarships

for eligible high school students
from the New River or Roanoke
Valley areas, as well as assist the
families of those awaiting organ
transplants.
For more information about
the ACCE program and how to
support it, visit www.nr.edu/
acce.
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GRACE COLLINS LEARY
Grace Collins Leary, 76, of
Radford, passed away Sunday,
February 16, 2020. She was a
member of Snowville Christian
Church. She was preceded in
death by her parents, Emory and
Mary Conway Collins.
Survivors include her husband
of 51 years, Linton Leary of Radford; children, Sam (Melissa)
Leary of Radford, Dan Leary of
Hiwassee, and Phyllis (Jon) Newbill of Newport; brother Emory S.
(Coral) Collins, III of Westminster, Md.; grandchildren, Robert,
Mackenzie, Cara, Parker, Collin,
Mia, Sophie and Eleanor; and
many other relatives and friends.
The family will receive friends
from 2 until 4 p.m. on Saturday,
February 22, 2020, at the Mullins Funeral Home in Radford.
Memorial services will be held
on Sunday, March 15, 2020, at
Snowville Christian Church with
Dwayne Martin officiating. Burial will take place at a later date in
the Southwest Virginia Veterans
Cemetery in Dublin.
In lieu of flowers, the family
requests that contributions be
made to the Snowville Christian
Church, 5412 Lead Mine Road,
Hiwassee, VA 24347 or The Carter Center, 453 Freedom Parkway, Atlanta, GA 30307.
The Leary family is in the care
of Mullins Funeral Home and
Crematory in Radford. www.
mullinsfuneralhome.com

WILLIAM EDGAR
“EDDIE” RATCLIFF
William Edgar “Eddie” Ratcliff, age 74 of Bastian, Virginia
passed away Sunday, February
16, 2020 at his home.
Born August 13, 1945 in Pulaski he was the son of the late
Sanders Edgar Ratcliffe & Carrie
Ann Dalton McCraw. His sons,
Kenneth and Eddie Joe, sisters,
Jennie and Louise, brothers, Ray,
Tommy and Toby also preceded
him in death.
He is survived by his
Faithful Companion
Winnie
Children
Angie, Tanya and Jamie
Grandchildren
Austin “BoBo”, Shasta, Faith,
Claire and Jackson
Brothers
Preston, Roger and John
Sisters
Roberta, Mary, Elizabeth
“Liz”, Susie and Dreama
Funeral services were held
Thursday, February 20, 2020 at
the Bower Funeral Home-Chapel,
Pulaski.
To sign the online guestbook,
please visit www.bowerfuneralhome.com
Bower Funeral Homes, Pulaski
is handling the arrangements for
the family.

SHIRLEY MEREDITH
“PETE” WOODRUM
December 28, 1935 –
February 16, 2020
Shirley Meredith “Pete” Woodrum, 84, of Radford, passed away
Sunday, February 16, 2020. He
was a brick mason.
He was preceded in death on
October 31, 2019 by his wife of
60 years, Peggy Ann Overstreet
Woodrum; his parents, Davis and
Myrtle Woodrum; 4 brothers and
2 sisters.
Survivors include his children, Russell (Debbie) Woodrum of Pulaski, Punkin (Charlie) Meeks of Radford, Kelly
Woodrum of Radford, Eric (Renee) Woodrum of Pulaski, and
Clancy (Courtney) Woodrum of
Portland, Maine; grandchildren,
Chris Meeks, Craig (Jennifer)
Meeks, Caleb (Kellen) Meeks,
Brenna Woodrum, Logan Woodrum, Chase Woodrum and Tyler
Mills; great grandchildren, Annika “Rerun” Meeks and Zaiden
“Brutus” Meeks; sisters, Reba
Emerson of Wis. and Jane Epperly of Pulaski; and many other
relatives and friends.
A memorial service was held
Wednesday, February 19, 2020
at the Mullins Funeral Home in
Radford.
The Woodrum family is in the
care of Mullins Funeral Home
& Crematory in Radford. www.
mullinsfuneralhome.com

OBITUARIES ARE POSTED DAILY AT
WWW.PCPATRIOT.COM

Agency on Aging announces
11th caregiver conference
The New River Valley Agency on Aging will host their 11th
Annual conference dedicated to
the family caregiver on March
13 from 8:00 am until 3:30 pm
at New River Community College.
Registration is free for the
family caregiver and lunch is
provided. A limited number of
scholarships are being made
available to provide in-home
care while the caregiver attends
the conference.
Sessions this year include

journaling, advance directives,
dance and relaxation through
painting. Vendors will be on
hand to discuss their service offerings to caregivers in the New
River Valley. Registration is required. Please contact the office
for more details and to register.
The New River Valley Agency on Aging is a Governmental
Cooperative serving the Counties of Floyd, Giles, Montgomery and Pulaski and the City of
Radford. To learn more about
our services, please call the

office at 540.980.7720 or visit
www.nrvaoa.org.

CALVIN CHRISTOPHER POE
January 23, 1951 – February 16, 2020
Calvin Christopher Poe, 69, of Radford, passed away Sunday, February 16, 2020. He was retired from Carilion St. Albans Psychiatric
Hospital where he was a psychiatric tech. He was preceded in death
by his parents, Marion Carl and Joyce Long Poe; and brothers, John
and Vernon Poe.
Survivors include his son, Calvin Poe, II. of Arlington; daughter,
Morgan Poe of Radford; sisters, Glenna Poe and Mary Cox, both of
Radford, and Kathy Nunn of Greenville, N. C.; brother, Allan Poe of
Roanoke; pets, Tucker, Bella and Hershey; and numerous other nieces, nephews, relatives and friends.
The family will receive friends from 1 until 3 p.m. on Friday, February 21, 2020 at Morgan’s Chapel United Methodist Church. Memorial services will begin at 3 p.m. with Pastor Ginny Tompkins and
Pastor William Ratcliffe officiating.
Graveside services with full military honors will be held at 11 a.m.
on Monday, February 24, 2020 at the Southwest Virginia Veterans
Cemetery in Dublin.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests that contributions be made to
St. Jude Children’s Hospital.
The Poe family is in the care of Mullins Funeral Home & Crematory in Radford.
www.mullinsfuneralhome.com
CHARLOTTE DIANE MEDLEY
Charlotte Diane Medley, age 58 of Dublin, died Friday, February
14, 2020 at her residence. She was born on April 29, 1961 in Pulaski, and was the daughter of the late Teena King Hoosier and Elmer
William Hoosier. Charlotte’s gift to the world was being a caregiver.
Charlotte was married to William Edward Medley 38 years ago, and
the union proved to be a perfect match. She was also very proud to
have been a veteran of the United States Army. She is survived by her
loving husband, William E. Medley of Dublin: a son; Billy (Katie)
Medley of Fairlawn: a daughter; Teena (Wayne) Cole of Pulaski: a
brother; Wayne (Tina) Hoosier of Radford: sisters; Kathy (Steve) Warden of Pulaski, and Janice Hoosier of Pulaski: She is also survived
by five special grandchildren: Emily, Hunter, and Addie Medley and
Brittany and Matthew Cole. Funeral services were held Tuesday, February 18, 2020 at Seagle Funeral Home with Pastor Kathy Warden
officiating. Interment followed in Thornspring Cemetery with military honors. Online condolences may be sent to the family by visiting www.seaglefuneralhome.com Arrangements by Seagle Funeral
Home, Pulaski.
RICHARD (DICKIE) LEE QUESENBERRY
Richard (Dickie) Lee Quesenberry, 77, of Dublin, VA passed away
on February 16, 2020. Born in Wythe County, VA on July 2, 1942,
he and twin brother Ronnie were the fifth and sixth of seven children
born to Andrew J. and Maude G. Quesenberry.
He was an avid outdoorsman and loving family-man with an unmatched faith for his savior, Jesus Christ. He spent his life observing and spreading the true word of God, alongside family and many
friends. Richard was employed at Coleman Furniture in Pulaski, VA
while raising a family in Draper, VA. In 1976, Richard went to Volvo
Trucks (White Motors) upon company opening, where he worked in
paint/repair until retirement, while residing in Dublin, VA.
In addition to his parents, Richard was preceded in death by his
six siblings; Dewey, Raymond, Daisy, Alfred, Betty Jane and twin
brother Ronnie.
He is survived by his wife of 59 years, Paige; daughters Vicki (Gerald) Lyons and Sandi Hundley, and son Dennis Quesenberry; grandchildren Andy Quesenberry, Chris Thomas, Chelsey Richardson, T.J.
(April) Richardson, and Brandon Richardson; great-grandchildren
Micah and Nevaeh Quesenberry, Brantley Gray, Lane Richardson
and four step great-grandchildren; along with many special nieces
and nephews.
A memorial service, conducted by Rev. Don Sizemore, was held
on Thursday, February 20, 2020 at Stevens Funeral Home Chapel,
Pulaski, VA. The graveside memorial service will be held on Friday,
February 21, 2020 at 1:00 p.m. at Draper Valley Pentecostal Holiness
Church, Wythe Co., VA.
Flowers may be sent to Stevens Funeral Home or memorial contributions may be made to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, 501 St.
Jude Place, P. O. Box 50, Memphis, TN 38105.
Arrangements by Stevens Funeral Home, Pulaski, VA.

Obituaries Are Only $25 In The Patriot
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Classes
Continued from Page A2
service, and learning how to positively influence your customers to
achieve the right outcomes for both
parties.
Class one, will be held at the Pulaski Train Station, 20 S. Washington Ave. on Wednesday, March 18,
2020 from 12:00 – 1:30 pm.
The second, at Pulaski on Main,
83 W. Main Street on Saturday,
April 18, 2020 from 1:00 – 2:30
pm.

School System Again Receives Nutrition Award
No Kid Hungry Virginia presents The Dorothy
S. McAuliffe School Nutrition Award annually.
This award is named in honor of the former First
Lady of Virginia in recognition of her efforts to
end childhood hunger in the Commonwealth. The
award celebrates Virginia school divisions that operate all available federal child nutrition programs
and achieve outstanding participation in the school
breakfast program. To qualify for the award, school
divisions must meet the following criteria:
• At least 70% of students who qualify for free/
reduced meals and eat school lunch are also participating in the breakfast program.
• Sponsoring and serving meals/snacks through
the At-Risk Afterschool Child and Adult Care Food

Program. (Currently serving CES, DES & PMS/
DMS)
• Sponsor of the Summer Food Service Program
Pulaski County’s School Nutrition Program has
been the recipient of this award two consecutive
years and was one of only twelve divisions in Virginia to receive this prestigious award.
At their most recent meeting, the Pulaski County School Board recognized the dedication of Pulaski County School Nutrition employees and the
work they do every school day on behalf of Pulaski
County students. Here, board members are pictured
with Ethelene Sadler, Director of School Nutrition
for the school system as she displays the award.

Referrals
The Chamber is in the referral
business. Every day people call or
email the Chamber of Commerce
looking for products or services.
It’s a responsibility that we take seriously. Chambers have served as
a clearinghouse for years. People
realize that legitimate businesses
will join a Chamber for the credibility it lends. It’s difficult when
you are new to an area to determine who you should or shouldn’t
engage in business. The Chamber
provides a list of businesses and
organizations that exist in their
membership. It’s a nice strategic
way to narrow down the opportunities. It’s important to get some
background on who you’re dealing
with before engaging in a business
transaction.
While Chambers can provide
resources for who and what is in
the area, some newer resources
like YELP can provide a more
complete picture. I find myself
looking at the reviews on YELP
for just about everything. Granted,
you have to use some discretion
when reading them to distinguish
between a disgruntled customer and someone with a bonafide
complaint. For example, I was
looking for jewelers, and there was
one with so many complaints and
bad reviews that I was astonished!
More astonishing was that within
the bad reviews was a suggestion
of another jeweler to see instead.
There is an unsolicited referral.
If you were the other jeweler, you
couldn’t have asked for a better
review or promotion. According
to the reviewer, the second jewel-

er provided honest, good service.
Which one would you go to?
When you operate your business
with integrity, it shows, and people
trust you and return. Referral marketing or word of mouth is powerful. Look at these stats:
• 92% of consumers trust referrals from people they know. -Nielsen
• People are 4 times more likely
to buy when referred by a friend.
-Nielsen
• 81% of U.S. online consumer
purchasing decisions are influenced by their friend's social media posts versus 78% who are influenced by the post of brands they
follow on social media. -Market
Force.
• 74% of consumers identify
word of mouth as a key influencer in their purchasing decisions.
-Ogilvy/Google
Remember that good customer
service translates into the power
of person-to-person referrals. As
Jim Rohn says, “One customer,
well taken care of,, could be more
valuable than $10,000 worth of advertising.”
Work hard, be productive, and
above all else stay, positive.

Both classes are free of charge.
Snacks will be provided.
To RSVP, please contact Pulaski on Main by calling us at (540)440-8773, or email us at pulaskionmain@gmail.com
Anyone living in the New River
Valley area can attend. Business
owners and college students studying business from NRCC, Radford
University, and Virginia Tech are
also welcomed.
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No Road
Back For
The NRA

OPINION
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One More Challenge
Last month, I shared a challenge of a
New Year’s resolution for all of us here
in Pulaski County to say something
positive once a day about the wonderful community we live in throughout
2020. I denoted most New Year’s resolutions we set for ourselves we end up
failing or giving up on before February. I wonder how many of us have
already missed a day, or two, or more
of saying something positive about Pulaski County?
Well, we are all humans and we have
tendencies to be forgetful - so I completely forgive you. I know just how
difficult it is to remain intentional each
and every day with all of life’s challenges and distractions.
With that admission, I still want to
bring forth yet another challenge for us
all to consider.
This one is of even greater importance and will be even more difficult
for us to achieve, but the good news is,
the reward is even greater too.
I am challenging us all for the remainder of 2020 to simply include Pulaski County in your daily prayer(s).
The Bible is filled with so many scriptures regarding the power of prayer
and its benefits, and God directs us to
use this powerful tool for his glory and
purpose.
We typically hear our community
leaders and our fellow citizens pray
for a county after a natural disaster or
catastrophic event. It is rather rare to
hear a call for prayer outside the designations of the National Day of Prayer
for a community that has recently been
enjoying record-breaking economic

There are few things from 1972 that you could just
pick up and dust off for use today. Clothes would be
out of fashion if they even fit, cars would need plenty
of maintenance and care to be driven, and disco music
had not even made its way onto the music charts.
The Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) passed Congress in that year! It proposes a solution to a problem
that existed prior to 1972 and was being resolved with
good legislation at the federal and state levels.
For an amendment to pass, the United States Constitution requires the approval of two-thirds of both
the House of Representatives and the
Senate, followed by
ratification in threefourths of the states.
It is not supposed to
be an easy process,
and only 27 amendments have been
added since the Constitution’s adoption.
The ERA included a seven-year deadline for ratification. By the time it arrived in 1979, 31 states had ratified the ERA. Four others had ratified it but rescinded
their ratifications by the deadline. By no measure had
the required 38 states ratified the ERA.
Congress then passed an extension to 1982, although the extension only passed by a simple majority
rather than the two-thirds vote required for constitutional amendments, rendering the extension legally
very suspect. A federal district court in Idaho found
the extension invalid in 1981.
In any event, no more states ratified the ERA by
the 1982 deadline. The Supreme Court that year declared a lawsuit about the extension moot because the
amendment had failed. The House of Representatives
in 1983 tried to pass a new Equal Rights Amendment,
another concession that the ratification process begun
in 1972 was dead, but that new ERA did not attain the
required two-thirds vote.
You don’t have to go back almost four decades to
find Supreme Court justices who think the ERA is
dead. Liberal Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, an ERA
supporter, said on February 10, 2020, “I’d like it to
start over,” noting the controversy with states adopting it late and others rescinding it before ratification.

Want to speak out on a public topic? Send your letter to Open Forum, The Patriot,
P.O. Box 2416, Pulaski, VA 24301 or email it to: news@pcpatriot.com Please
include your daytime telephone number for verification purposes. Your number will
not appear in the newspaper. All letters must be signed, and all letters are subject to
editing. Only one letter per month please.

Nevertheless, supporters of the ERA are plowing
ahead. Virginia’s new Democrat majority in the General Assembly spent valuable legislative time on ratification, and the Democrat majority in the U.S. House
of Representatives passed a resolution by simple majority to remove the deadline.

Moderate, Centrist:
What Do These Mean?

ERA proponents cite the 27th Amendment, which
prohibited congressional pay raises from taking effect
before an election of representatives had intervened.
This amendment was proposed as part of the original
Bill of Rights in 1789 and only ratified in 1992, but
unlike the ERA, it never had a deadline.
Other amendments, such as the Eighteenth Amendment imposing Prohibition, did include a deadline but
were ratified in time.
In light of these facts, the recent activity regarding
the ERA is little more than a sideshow.
But what of Justice Ginsburg’s suggestion that supporters of the amendment start over?
The country is in a different place than it was in
1972, when the ERA passed Congress. It is certainly
in a different place than it was in 1943, when the text
was first introduced, or 1923, when the original ERA
was proposed.
I am sympathetic to those who advocated the
amendment prior to 1972. In the 1960s, my mother
sought a loan for our house on Broad Street in Salem.
The house I grew up in was at risk of being lost. At the
time, she was ineligible because she was a divorced
woman. A divorced man earning the same would have
had no problem. That was wrong. Fortunately, a sympathetic loan officer checked the box that she was widowed, thus making her eligible.
By the 1970s, when she applied for a loan for a house
on Main Street, that legal barrier had been eliminated
by good legislation without the need for a constitutional amendment.
In just a few years, the situation had changed and
my mother was treated more fairly. ERA supporters
overlook our ability to make progress, whether by
specific legal changes, cultural shifts, or other means
apart from the drastic step of amending the Constitution.
Any injustices that exist today should be remedied
by legislation. The ERA is a blunt instrument. Its very
broadness could lead to applications that are far from
promoting “equality.” For instance, some states that
have included ERAs in their constitutions have been
forced to support abortion. Courts could very well
force the same outcome at the federal level.
Legally, the ERA has been long dead, and it should
not be resurrected.
If you have questions, concerns, or comments, feel
free to contact my office. You can call my Christiansburg office at 540-381-5671. To reach my office via
email, please visit www.morgangriffith.house.gov.

development, low unemployment numbers and positive growth in so many
economic indicators.
Perhaps that is what might make
our sacrifice of prayer so much more
meaningful.
Romans 12 tells us to be joyful in
hope, patient in affliction and faithful
in prayer.
What if we all, while being faithful
in prayer, included a blessing upon
Pulaski County? What if we all gave
thanks for the favor and many blessings the County has been graced with,
and for our continued successes and
for a hedge of protection around our
community against discord and division?
Wow! – What if!?!
I place this challenge before you all
with the hopes our sacrifice and obedience will bring about greater blessings
for Pulaski County and perhaps draw
us all closer together.
Pulaski County is…Praying Together.

Our Policy For
Letters to the Editor

"For all the thunder on the Bernie Sanders left, the most interesting trend in the
Democratic campaign this year may be the
re-emergence of the moderate wing of the
party, led by charismatic new voices: former
South Bend, Ind., mayor Pete Buttigieg and
Minnesota Sen. Amy Klobuchar."
So begins a recent column by David Ignatius of The Washington Post, who goes on to
name other members of Congress he considers "moderate."
The media attach labels to politicians who
reflect their political and social views. Those
labels have included "right-wing," "extreme
right-wing" "far-right," "out of the mainstream," and when reporting on religion,
"fundamentalist."
Occasionally a politician will be described
as "liberal," but usually in the context of a
policy or personality a media person regards
favorably. People most conservatives consider extreme left, like Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-NY) never seem to be labeled
as such by mainstream media.
Labels have an effect on how news consumers and the general public view a person, especially since negative labels such
as "intolerant" "racist" and "sexist" are their
frequent etymological companions if one is
conservative.
The problem is the media never define
their terms, nor apply them equally to liberals.
Why is someone considered "moderate"
when they vote against protection for the unborn? Watch how Sen. Klobuchar and others
the media consider "moderate" vote on upcoming Senate legislation that would outlaw
abortion after 20 weeks and protect the lives
of babies who survive abortion.
Is it moderate to favor same-sex marriage?
Is a person moderate who wants to raise
your taxes, impose new regulations on your
business, undercut the Second Amendment,
increase spending (a bipartisan practice in
Washington), control your health care and
appoint judges who interpret the Constitution in ways that agree with their political
agenda, rather than accept the document as
written and the intentions of the Founders?
Asked at a town hall meeting in Iowa by
Kristin Day, a self-described pro-life Democrat, if there was room in the party for someone like her, Pete Buttigieg basically said no.
The exchange as reported by The Washington Examiner continued with Buttigieg

Cal
Thomas
Tribune
Content
Agency
saying: "I respect where you are coming
from and I hope to earn your vote, but I'm
not going to try to earn your vote by tricking you. I am pro-choice, and I believe that
a woman ought to be able to make that decision."
The crowd applauded.
"Here's what I can tell you," Buttigieg continued. "I know that the difference in opinion
that you and I have is one that we have come
by honestly, and the best that I can offer... is
that if we can't agree on where to draw the
line, the next best thing we can do is agree
on who should draw the line and, in my view,
it's the woman who's faced with that decision
in her own life."
Moderator Chris Wallace then asked Day
whether she was satisfied with Buttigieg's answer. Day said she was not and that Buttigieg
had failed to answer whether he supported
efforts to broaden the party's language regarding abortion.
"The second part of the Democratic platform contains language that basically says
we don't belong," Day said, noting that it was
not too long ago that the Democratic Party
tried to accommodate pro-life liberals. "We
have no part in the party because it says
abortion should be legal up to nine months,
that the government should pay for it, and
there's nothing that says people who have a
diversity of views on this issue should be included in the party."
It is Day's position that should be considered "moderate." Buttigieg and the rest of the
Democratic presidential field are not.
(Readers may email Cal Thomas at tcaeditors@tribpub.com. Look for Cal Thomas'
new book "America's Expiration Date: The
Fall of Empires and Superpowers and the
Future of the United States" (HarperCollins/
Zondervan). Readers may email Cal Thomas
at tcaeditors@tribpub.com.

Locally Owned And Operated Since 2009
The Patriot is published in its print form every
Friday by Patriot Publishing, LLC and is
available at locations in Pulaski and Wythe Counties
and Radford City. An electronic version can be
accessed daily on the web at
www.pcpatriot.com

P.O. Box 2416 • Pulaski, VA 24301 • www.pcpatriot.com • (540) 808-3949

Mike
Bloomberg's
Offensive
Campaign
The rich are different from
you and me -- they can buy
themselves instant presidential
campaigns.
Former New York Mayor Mike
Bloomberg has elbowed himself
into the Democratic nomination
race solely on the basis of his
fortune.
His campaign is high-handed
as only a billionaire many times
over could even contemplate.
He entered late, is skipping
the early contests and hasn't
participated in any of the debates
to date (although that will change
soon, thanks to the Democratic
National Committee retrofitting
its rules for Bloomberg).
It's a free country, and with
more than $50 billion to his
name, Bloomberg can spend
as much money as he likes on
whatever suits his fancy. But
Bloomberg 2020 is still an
affront to small-d democratic
sensibilities, a tribute not to
his superior political skills or
messaging compared with the
other candidates, but to his
access to an enormous personal
bank account.
The level of his spending is
truly astonishing -- Croesus
goes all-in on Super Tuesday.
Bloomberg spent more than
$300 million on various forms of
advertising. He's single-handedly
changed the market for TV ads
in many places. He spent $10
million on a Super Bowl spot,
or about half of what Joe Biden
raised in the entire fourth quarter.
This is the Bloomberg way.
He spent a quarter of a billion
dollars to become and stay New
York mayor for three terms. He
was eligible for his third term
only because he got a term-limit
law changed, with the support
of charities that he happened to
make generous donations to.
What's wrong with all this,
beyond the cynicism of thinking
everything has a price tag?
Maybe Bloomberg is right, that
trying to go in and convince
voters of your appeal at town
hall events and meet-and-greets
in places like Iowa and New
Hampshire is for suckers.
But there is much to be said
for grassroots politics. It forces
candidates to take account, up
close and personal, of what
their voters believe and want.
As president, Abraham Lincoln
devoted serious time to meeting
with random people who showed
up to see him, in what he called
"public opinion baths."
The candidate who does
countless of these early-state
events must have the ability to
inspire and impress, think on his
feet, show endless patience and
stamina. If he's not up for it, or is
a pretender, he will inevitably be
exposed.
In comparison to the other
candidates, Bloomberg is a
Wizard of Oz candidate, shielded
and inflated by his TV ads.
Another advantage of the
traditional approach is that
anyone can do it. Pete Buttigieg,
the unknown mayor of a small
Indiana town, finished strong in
Iowa through sheer talent, tireless
work and clever messaging.
All this said, perhaps
Bloomberg will break all the
See LOWRY, page A7
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Halfway Mark
The
General
Assembly
reached the halfway mark of its
legislative calendar this week.
The crossover deadline is the
point during session at which
all bills filed by Senators and
approved by the Senate must be
sent over to the House for their
consideration.
The final day before the crossover deadline is customarily
long, but this year may have set a
record in the Senate. Convening
to debate bills at 10:30 a.m. on
Tuesday, the Senate did not complete its work until 12:48 a.m. on
Wednesday. For comparison, the
Senate adjourned at 2:51 p.m. on
crossover day in 2019, and at 4:16
p.m. in 2018.
What took so long? In part, the
Democrat majority put off many
of its most consequential – and
controversial – bills until late in
the legislative process. The other challenge was late changes to
those bills – sometimes 80 pages
in length – in an attempt to quell
objections and assuage concerns.
The combination of those two
factors led to lengthy debates as
Democrat senators had to defend
their bills and answer questions
about the last-minute changes
made to them.
When the liberal litany of bills
become law and go into effect
on July 1, it is going to cost your
family a lot more to live in Virginia than it does today.
Liberal Democrats approved
a “Green New Deal” energy bill
that will ultimately result in the
closure of one of the 38th districts largest employer’s and tax
revenue sources, Virginia City
Hybrid Energy Center in Wise
County. As a result you can also
expect higher prices on electricity. The plan is to have consumers
pay more in their monthly electric utility bills to finance “renewables” like wind and solar.
The estimates of what the average family will pay for this range
from $23 to $50 more on their
monthly power bill.
What you pay for energy won’t
be the only costs going up. You

Ben
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should expect higher property
taxes to be not far behind. Despite strong opposition from Republicans and Virginia’s school
boards, the House and Senate approved bills that will end the prohibition on collective bargaining
for government employees. The
increased costs of more generous
compensation and benefit packages will be passed on to local
homeowners.
For its first four centuries,
Virginia’s General Assembly
often established a record of
excellence that had other states
following its lead. Over the last
two decades, that leadership has
been on display as other states
have emulated the policies that
made Virginia America’s best
state for business and one of the
best to raise a family. This year,
it is Virginia that is following the
See CHAFFIN, page A10
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Lowry
Continued from Page A6
rules and be the last man standing
between Bernie Sanders and the
cusp of the American presidency.
Then, his spending might look to
a lot of Democrats like a public
service. There is also no denying
that Bloomberg is a genuinely
talented man.
Yet this style of campaigning
shouldn't be the norm. If
Bloomberg succeeds, he will
enrich many TV stations,
consultants, pollsters and
campaign workers, but
impoverish our politics.
Rich Lowry is editor of the
National Review.
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Dealing
with the
Giants of
Our Lives
The Anakims were a race of
giants. They were descendants
of Anak the giant. Goliath, the
giant that David slew, was of the
race of the Anikims.
When Joshua divided up the
Promised Land between the
tribes of Israel, Caleb was given
the mountainous land around
Hebron, where the Anikims, the
giants, still occupied. Caleb in
faith said, “If so be that the Lord
will be with me, then I shall be
able to drive them out, as the
Lord hath said.”
Caleb wasn’t worried about
the giants because he knew that
the God that he loved and served
wholeheartedly, was much bigger than any and all giants that
he would ever encounter.
Giants represent any number
of seemingly insurmountable
problems and issues that we as
Christians may encounter.
Some of the giants that we
face that can pose a threat to our
faith are giants of doubt, fear,
worry, hardships, temptations,
addictions, depression and discouragement, to name a few.
The truth is, we all have giants
in our lives and we need to deal
with them once and for all, as
David did. We need to have
confidence that every giant in
our lives can be defeated with
God’s help, no matter how big
and powerful they are.
When Goliath stood out in
front of the Philistine Army and
taunted the Israelites to send
out a champion to face him in
battle, the Israelites trembled in
fear and refused to take up the
challenge. They feared the giant
because of his large size and his
threatening demeanor.
But David, who was just a boy
believed to have been around 16
years of age, too young to even
serve in the military, didn’t fear
the giant at all because David
knew that God was on his side
and that God would give him the
power to slay the giant. Just like
God had given him the courage
and strength to slay the lion and
the bear.
So David boldly went out
to face off with the giant. It is
estimated that this giant, Goliath,
was about 10 feet tall and could
have weighed as much as 500
pounds. The beam of his spear
was 26 feet long and the spear
head made of iron weighed more
than 15 pounds. The armor that
he wore weighed 125 pounds.
And I can just imagine what
David was thinking. The bigger
they are, the harder they fall.
David said unto him, “You
come to me with a sword and a
spear but I come to you in the
name of the Lord.” David didn’t
go out to face the giant alone,
in his own strength, but he went
out to meet the giant in the
strength and power of Almighty
God. He knew that God is bigger
than any problem that we’ll ever
have to face.
He told Goliath, “All those
gathered here will know that it
is not by sword or spear that the
Lord saves; for the battle is the
Lord’s, and he will give all of
you into our hands.”
David, full of faith, went out
to deal with the giant, as we
must bravely and boldly deal
with the giants of our lives.
See MCCRAW, page A9

Draper Valley Baptist Church
3200 Lee Highway
Draper, Va. 24324
Pastor: Alan Pearce
Service Times:
Bible Study Sunday, 5 p.m.
Sunday Worship, 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening, 6 p.m.
Prayer Service, Wed. 6:30 p.m.
Phone: 980-1028
www.drapervalleybaptist.org
Grace Baptist Church
552 E. Main Street
Dublin, Va. 24084
Pastor: Doug Testerman
674-1762
Primary Services:
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Sunday worship
Sunday Night Power Hour, 6 to 7 p.m.
Wednesday Night 7 to 8 p.m.
Grace Kids and Teens Bible Study
Open Door Baptist Church
4576 Miller Lane
Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor: Rev. N.K. Howlett
Primary Services:
Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.
Worship, 11 a.m.
Wednesday Night, 7 p.m.
Phone: 980-2046
Draper United Methodist Church
3080 Greenbriar Road
Draper, VA 24324
Pastor: Ruth Anne Henley
Primary Service Times:
Sunday School, 10 a.m.
Worship, 11 a.m.
Phone: 540-392-8016
Newbern Christian Church
Disciples of Christ
5183 Wilderness Road, Newbern
Rev. Denise and Ken Walker
540-440-8733
Christ Episcopal Church
144 North Washington Ave., Pulaski
Service: 10 a.m. every Sunday
Phone: 980-2413
Email: christ24301@gmail.com
www.christpulaski.dioswva.org
Jordan's Chapel UMC
Pastor: Rev. Becky Wheeler
Worship: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.
Cecil's Chapel United Methodist Church
5801 Cecil's Chapel Road,
Hiwassee, VA 24347
Pastor RuthAnne Henley
Worship service is 8:45am-9:45am
Sunday School is 10 - 10:45am
Ricky Dishon, 540 239 6360, www.facebook.
com/cecilschapel.umc
Newbern United Methodist Church
5155 Wilderness Road
Exit 98 off I-81 Newbern
Rev. Paige Wimberly
674-6111
Worship Services: 9:45 a.m.
Sunday School: 11 a.m.
Valley Harvest Ministries
1 Harvest Place
P.O. Box 458
Dublin, VA 24084
Senior Pastor Steve Willis
Associate Pastors:
Perry Slaughter, Elaine Wood, Derick Burton
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
Wednesday School 7 p.m.
www.vhmdublin.org
540-674-4729
Mountain View United Methodist Church
6648 Wilderness Road
Dublin, VA 24084
Phone: 540-674-6111
mountainviewumc.yolasite.com/
Pastor: Paige Wimberly
Adult Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Morning Worship with Children's Church at
11 a.m.
Dublin Baptist Church
100 Hawkins Street
Dublin, VA 24084
540-674-6061
secretary@dublinbaptistva.org
Website: dublinbaptistva.org
Pastor: Dennis Jones
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11 a.m.
Children's Church and Nursery
Evening Service: 6 p.m.
Tuesday: Women's Bible Study, 10 a.m.
Wednesday, Adult Bible Study 7 p.m.

First United Methodist Church
301 N. Jefferson Ave. - Pulaski
(physical address)
135 Fourth St., NW - Pulaski
(mailing address)
Pastor's Name: Will Shelton
Associate Pastor:
Sebastian Ruiz, Hispanic Pastor
Sunday Services
9:00 AM - Hispanic Worship
9:00AM - Contemporary Worship
10:00AM - Sunday School
11:00AM - Traditional Worship
Contact Info.
Phone: 540.980.3331
e-mail: office@fumcpulask.org
website: www.fumcpulask.org
Belspring Baptist Church
6887 Depot Street
Belspring, VA 24058
Pastor Darrell Linkous
Service Times:
Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Sunday worship: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study and
Youth Group: 7 p.m.
Darrell Linkous: 353-0081
belspringbaptistchurch@gmail.com
Memorial Baptist Church
995 Peppers Ferry Road
Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor: Michael S. Jones
Sunday
9:45 am - Sunday School
11:00 am - Worship
Wednesday
6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
(540) 980-4731
Email: dfarley3@verizon.net
River of Life Church
5311 Black Hollow Road, Dublin, Va. 24084
Shawn Burchett, Pastor
Sunday School 9:15 AM
Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Wednesday Evening Life
Building Service 7:00 PM
www.rolcdublin.com
540-674-4500
Delton Church of God
of Prophecy
4570 Boyd Road, Draper, VA 24324
Pastor Vickie Lee Viars
deltoncogop@gmail.com (276) 620-3191
Service Times
Sunday school - 10 am - 11 am
Sunday Morning Worship - 11 am - 12 pm
Sunday Evenings - Devoted to
Evangelistic Outreach
Wednesday- 6 pm
2nd Wed Each Month - Free Community
Dinner - 5:45 pm - 6:45 pm
2nd Wed Each Month - Missions service
6:45 pm - 7:30 pm
Heritage Church
6195 Cleburne Boulevard, Dublin
Pastor Mike Pierce
Service Times:
Wednesdays, 7 p.m.;
Sundays, 10 a.m.
(540) 674-9220
Website: www.heritagechurch.net
Facebook.com/
HeritageChurchDublinVA
Fairlawn Baptist
6758 Oxford Avenue
Fairlawn, VA 24141
First Missionary Baptist Church
7318 Manns Drive / P.O. Box 90
New River, Virginia 24129
(540) 639-5331
email: fmbc1872@verizon.net
Pastor: Rev. Richard A. Goodman, Sr.
Associate Minister:
Rev. Annette Cheek
Clerk: Mrs. Carlotta Lewis
Sundays:
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
The Lord's Supper - Each First Sunday
Wednesdays: Prayer Meeting &
Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
Dublin United Methodist
424 East Main Street, Dublin
Pastor Don Hanshew
(540) 674-5128
dublinumc@verizon.net
www.dublinumc.com
First Service, 8:45 a.m.
Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.
Second Service, 10:55 a.m.
Freedom Fellowship Church
1730 West Street
Radford, VA 24141
Sr. Pastor: Jerry W. Collins
540-577-5780
jcollinsfreedomfellowship@yahoo.com
Sunday Service: 10 a.m.
11 a.m. Children’s Church
Wednesday - 7 p.m. Service
7 p.m. Youth Service

Draper's Valley Presbyterian (PCA)
2755 Old Baltimore Road, Draper, VA 24324
Mailing address: Same as above
Pastor's Name: Rev. Robert E. Davis
Associate Pastor: Rev. Roland Mathews
Primary Service Times:
Sunday Morning Worship Service
8:30 and 11:00
Sunday Evening Worship Service 6:15 p.m.
Wednesday Evening (5:45 Supper in the
Fellowship Hall (Sept thru May) - Youth Groups
and Adult Bible Study 6:30 p.m.)
Contact Info:
Phone - 540-994-9015
e-mail - drapers.valley@dvpca.org
website - www.dvpca.org
Trinity Lutheran
Church ELCA
2 Fifth Street, N.W., Pulaski
540-980-3624
The Rev. Terrie Sternberg
trinitypulaski @gmail.com
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.
(Sept. - May)
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
(June - Aug.)
Bible Study: Wednesday, 12:30
www.trinitypulaski.org
Trinity United Methodist
Pastor: Judy Yonce
Sunday Worship - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Study - Wednesday, 7 p.m.
528 5th Street, S.E.
Pulaski, Va.
Phone - 980-0820
Snowville Baptist Church
3238 Gum Log Road, Hiwassee
639-6254
Pastor: Neil Wood
Associate: Matthew Wood
Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Sunday Services: 11 a.m., 6 p.m.
Wednesday Night Service: 7 p.m.
Fairlawn United Methodist Church
7584 Brandon Road, Fairlawn, Va. 24141
Pastor Mark A. Miller
markmiller.psalm1@gmail.com
Cell) 540-320-2431
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship (with children's message):
11 a.m.
Bible Study, Wednesday: 7 p.m.
Youth Ministry
Facebook.com/Fairlawn-United-Methodist-Church
Grace Ministries
Church of God of Prophecy
1021 Macgill Street
Pulaski, VA 24301
Church: 540-980-2118
Cell: 276-233-8083
Bus Ministry: 540-385-9972
www.pulaskigracemin.com
Email: pulaskigracemin@hotmail.com
Pastor Mike Williams
Children's Ministry
Aaron & Becky Sampson
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.
Children’s Church 10:30 a.m.
Children’s Free Breakfast 10:30 a.m.
Ages 5-12
Men’s & Women’s Ministry Wed. 6:30
Faith Bible Church
110 LaGrange Street, Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor: Jim Linkous
Associate Pastor: T.J. Cox
540-980-5433
www.facebook/faithbiblechurch
Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.
Sunday Children’s Church: 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening: 6 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Study: 7 p.m.
Children’s Meal: 6:30 p.m.
Children’s and Youth’s Group Classes: 7 p.m.
Dublin Christian Church
5605 Dunlap Road
P.O. Box 1330
Dublin, VA 24084
(540) 674-8434
www.dublinchristianchurch.com
Richard R. Goad, Jr.
Senior Minister
Sunday School 10 a.m.
Worship 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship and
Youth Meeting, 6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study and Children's Bible
Classes, 7 p.m.
First Presbyterian Church
408 N. Jefferson Avenue, Pulaski
Pastor Melissa McNair-King
(540) 980-2132
firstprespulaskiva@gmail.com
www.firstpresbyterianpulaski.org
Sunday Services:
Sept.-May: Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.,
Service 11 a.m.
June-Labor Day: Service 10 a.m.
Wednesday Family Night, 6 - 7:30 p.m.
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Thornspring United Methodist Church
5670 Thornspring Church Rd.
Dublin, VA 24084
Pastor: Rev. Teresa Tolbert
Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Worship Service: 11 a.m.
Phone: (540) 980-2927
First Baptist Church
5473 Baskerville Street
Dublin, VA 24084
Pastor Wallis Brown
540-674-2677
Service: 11 a.m.
New Dublin Presbyterian Church
5331 New Dublin Church Road
Dublin, VA 24084
Pastor: Sara Jane Nixon
Website: newdublinpres.org
540-674-6147
Services 11:00 AM Sundays
Community Christian Church
Jason Allmon, Pastor
5382 Grace Street
Dublin VA, 24084
540-674-4308
First Dublin Presbyterian Church (ECO)
409 Church Street, Dublin, Va. 24084
P.O. Box 2027, Dublin, Va. 24084
first-dublin-presbyterian-church-eco.com
Minister:
The Rev. Dr. Olin Marsh Whitener, Jr.
Max Creek Baptist Church
3000 Old Route 100 Road, Draper, Va. 24324
www.maxcreek.org
www.facebook.com/maxcreekbaptist
Senior Pastor: Mike Coleman
Youth Minister: Charlie Prince
Director of Visitation: Ersel Alderman
Sunday Services
Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11 a.m.
Teen Social and Class: 5 p.m.
Evening Worship: 6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study & Classes:7 p.m.
Pulaski Church of God
1621 Bob White Boulevard
Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor Donald Jones
540-980-8880
www.pulaskicog.church
Sunday Services
Sunday Life Groups: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Wednesdays Midweek Connect: 7 p.m.
Showers of Blessing Church of
God in Christ
305 Newbern Road, Dublin
Pastor Elder Stephen Muse
Come and Worship With Us!
Sunday School: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 11:30 a.m.
Tuesday Night Bible Study: 7-8 p.m.

Pulaski Christian Church, Inc.
4531 Brookmont Road, Pulaski, VA 24301
www.pulaskichristianchurch.com/
Rev. Kathy Warden, Pastor,
(540) 250-2974
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship 11 a.m.
Worship 7 p.m.
Monday Bible Study
7 to 9 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study
7 p.m.
Aldersgate United Methodist
1946 Medallion Drive
Pulaski, VA 24301
(540) 980-1349
Pastor Becky Wheeler
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.
First Baptist Church
220 Magazine Street
Pulaski, VA 24301
540-980-3336
Email: firstbaptist220@gmail.com
Pastor: Rev, Douglas Patterson
Sunday School 10 a.m.
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.
Monday's Child Youth Group, Monday
Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
Pulaski Presbyterian Church
(PCA)
975 Memorial Drive
Pulaski, VA 24301
Office Phone:980-2631
Email: pastor@pulaskipca.org
Website: www.pulaskipca.org
Stated Supply: Rev. John Gess
Sunday School: 10:00am
Worship Service: 11:00am
Sure Foundation Christian Fellowship
6598 Annie Akers Road
Radford, VA 24141
(540) 639-3443
Pastor Steve Phillips
Sunday Morning Worship: 10:00 am
Sunday Night Prayer: 5:30 pm
Wednesday Night
Prophetic Teaching: 6:30 pm
New Hope Chapel
1555 Case Knife Road
Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor Darrell Gray
(276) 733-6080
Pastor Gray and congregation invite you to
New Hope Chapel.
Service Times:
10 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Sunday Service

Corner of
Washington and
Main Street
Pulaski, Va.

(540)509-5926
fudgelady.com

Pulaski First Church of the Brethren
1749 Newbern Road
Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor Frank Peters
Sunday School: 9:45
Worship: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.
980-3798
Abundant Life Ministries
3050 Lee Highway
Pulaski, VA 24301 (540) 980-5506
(Mon. - Fri., 9 a.m.-1 p.m.)
Pastor Randall K. Lawrence Sr.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Evenings 6 p.m. by announcement
Wednesday Evenings (Family Night) 6:30-7
pm children fed, 7:15 pm Bible Classes all ages
Adult Bible Class
THRIVE Teen Class
Children’s Bible Class and
Special Activitiy Classes
New Life Church of the Nazarene
45 S. Jefferson Avenue
Pulaski, VA 24301
540-980-2001
www.newlifepulaski.com
email: pastorjuls@verizon.net
Pastor: Julie Armbrister
Sunday School (all ages) 9:30 a.m.
Sunday worship: 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 6 p.m.
Trinity Baptist Church
4008 Robinson Tract Road
Pulaski, VA 24301
Telephone: 980-8186
Pastor Johnny Howlett
Minister of Education Rev. Steve Taylor
Sunday School - 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m.
Sunday Bible Study - 6 p.m.
Wednesday - Adult Bible Study and Youth
Group - 7 p.m.
Grace Fellowship Baptist Church
2640 Max Creek Road
P.O. Box 326
Hiwassee, VA 24347
Pastor: Jason N. Aker
Phone: 276-699-3176
pastorjasonaker@gmail.com
Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study: 7 p.m.
St. Edwards Catholic Church
Corner of N. Washington Ave. and
7th Street N.W., Pulaski
Phone: 980-6511
Fax: 980-6511
Priest: Fr. Bernie Ramirez
Mass: 11 a.m. Sunday, 5:30 p.m. Thursday

Worship This
Week In The
Church of Your
Choice

The Bible is a book of many promises
Q: I grew up being told that
the Bible was a book about sin
and hell. Then someone told
me it was actually a book with
a promise. Is that true? -- B.P.
A: The Bible is a book of many
promises, and unlike the books
of men, it doesn't change or get
out of date. The Bible makes
it clear that no problems in our
lives are too great or too small for
God's concern. He cares about
everything that affects those who
belong to Him. If we have no
knowledge of God's promises to
us, we will not be able to appropriate them.
While all the promises of the
Bible cannot be listed in this brief

stand firm on His promises.

post, the Bible contains many
thousands. God has given us the
entirety of His word of truth and
we must search it out, for there is
great blessing in doing so. From
one end of the Bible to the other,
God assures us that He will never go back on His promises.
But the greatest of His promises given to all mankind is
found in perhaps the best known
passage John 3:16. "For God so
loved the world that He gave His
only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish
but have everlasting life." God
has given His promise of eternal
salvation and says, "If you confess with your mouth the Lord
Jesus and believe in your heart

(This column is based on the
words and writings of the late
Rev. Billy Graham.)

that God has raised Him from
the dead, you will be saved" (Romans 10:9).
God stands ready to fill us with
His words; for there is no greater armor, no greater strength,
and no greater assurance that He
is with us, and in us. When we
walk with Him through this life
He will equip and nourish us by
His instruction and will help us

McCraw
Continued from Page A8
He had no fear of what the
giant could do to him because he
had faith in God that God would
protect him and deliver the giant
into his hands.
It only took one stone from
David’s slingshot, to take down
Goliath. David came prepared.
His stone flew true and hit the
giant in the forehead, the only
place that was not covered by
armor. And down he went!
One of the great spiritual
lessons that can be gleaned from
the story of David and Goliath
is, in order to defeat a giant we
must face the giant in the power
of God. If we allow it to hang
around; it will only grow stronger and we will never be shed of
it. Our giants must be slain and
removed. If not dealt with in a
permanent manner, giants in our
lives can deter us from being all
that God wants us to be.
To conquer a giant in our
lives, Greg Laurie said, “Don't
look at God in the light of your
giant. Instead, look at your giant
in the light of God.”
Christine Caine has a fabulous
quote on facing giants. “The
giant in front of you is never
bigger than the God who lives
within you.”
We Christians have a giant
living inside of us, the Spirit of
God, who gives us the strength
and courage to defeat and
destroy any and every giant that
we face. “Ye are of God, little
children, and have overcome
them: because greater is he that
is in you, than he that is in the
world.” 1 John 4:4.

Celebrating
World Day
of Prayer
March 6
Women, men, and children in
more than 170 countries and regions will celebrate World Day
of Prayer on Friday, March 6,
2020.
This year, the women of the
World Day of Prayer (WDP)
Committee of Zimbabwe call
us to worship considering the
words, “Rise! Take Your Mat
and Walk.” With these words
as backdrop, we are invited to
learn about Zimbabwe’s history and rich cultural diversity
as well as how the women in
Zimbabwe are acting in love for
peace and reconciliation.
During the program, we will
hear music indigenous to Zimbabwe. A free-will offering is
collected to help meet the needs
of families in Zimbabwe and
around the world who are affected by poverty, violence, and
injustice.
This year’s program will be
held at Randolph Avenue United Methodist Church, 1607
Randolph Avenue, in Pulaski.
We begin at 11:00 am with the
service and follow it up with a
fellowship pot-luck luncheon.
World Day of Prayer celebrations in Pulaski are hosted
by the Pulaski unit of Church
Women United, an ecumenical
organization that promotes unity, shared prayer and action.
The next gatherings of
Church Women United are May
Friendship Day on May 1 and
World Community Day on November 6.
World Day of Prayer is a
worldwide ecumenical movement of Christian women of
many faith traditions who come
together to observe a common
day of prayer each year on the
first Friday in March.
Each year a different country’s committee serves as the
writers of the worship service,
and by participating in the program we in Pulaski are called to
action in our own community in
response to the issues raised by
the writer country.
For more information, contact Trinity Lutheran Church at
540/980-3624.
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Volunteering
may be good
for health
Kim Butterfield, MPH
Family and Consumer
Science Agent, Roanoke/Salem

Century 21 Valley Real Estate Sales Associates Recognized
Dennis Bane, broker of Century 21 Valley Real Estate has announced
his top producing sales associates for 2019. These awards are based
on Sales Production and Closed Transactions. “The home buyers and
sellers of the New River Valley truly has a Real Estate resource they
can trust in Century 21 Valley Real Estate. Our associates really understand that for many people, buying or selling a home is the most
significant purchase of a lifetime. Our agents leverage their Real Estate knowledge and professionalism to help make each transaction as
smooth as possible.” Bane recognized (Left to Right) Regina Piland,

Platinum Award Winner and Agent of the Year; Connie Hedrick,
Gold Award Winner; Cody Hamilton, Rita McKinster and Mary Terry, Bronze Award Winners. Not Shown are Tim Bower and Thomas
Turner, Gold Award Winners, Travis Bishop, Silver Award Winner
and Rookie of the Year. Century 21 Valley Real Estate is an independently owned and operated franchise affiliate of Century 21 Real
Estate, LLC, franchisor of the iconic Century 21 Brand. Century 21
Real Estate LLC is comprised of approximately 11,500 independently
owned and operated franchises.

NRCC names 636 to President's, Dean's lists
From NRCC
In recognition of their academic excellence during the fall 2019
semester, 636 New River Community College students have
been placed on the President’s
List and Dean’s List.
To be placed on the President’s
List, a student must have taken
12 college-level semester hours
or more, attained a grade point
average of 3.5 for any one semester, and earned a minimum of 20
semester hours at NRCC.
Dean’s List requirements include 12 college-level semester
hours of credit or more and a
grade point average of 3.2 for any
one semester.
Those named to the President’s
List are: Charles Aardema, Arbi
Abazi, Anna Addison, Raaj Aggarwal, Mahmoud Ahmed, Destiny
Akers, Arianna Akers, Jacob Akers,
Christopher Albert, Ammar Alkharusi, Sarah Allen, Hanna Allen, Andrew Alston, Hannah Altizer, Birch
Ambrose, Jessica Amos, Amanda
Anderson, Evan Anderson, Sebastian Anuario, Dylan Armes, Benjamin Arnett, Caitlynn Ashe, Coleman
Ashworth, Grace Atallah, Kyung
Eun Bae, Carter Bailey, Grace Bailey, Asher Bailey, Jesus Banuelos-Haro, Ramiro Banuelos-Haro,
Melany Barocio, Thomas Baugher,
David Bears, Katelin Beasley, Amy
Beecher, Crystal Bishop, Destiny
Bishop, Alicia Blackburn, Sarah
Blackburn, Kayla Blevins, Heather
Boardwine, Abbigail Bond, Hailey
Bonds, Talon Booth, Noah Bower,

Laura Breeding, Ronald Breedlove,
Chandler Brennan, Dayton Brown,
Amity Brown, Stephen Brumfield,
Stephanie Buckland, Jackson Bulls,
Cesar Burdisso, Isabella Burgoyne,
Danielle Burrows, Jacob Caldwell,
Bowen Callaway, Trevor Carmack,
Hannah Carr, Bryan Caswell, Jacob
Caudell, Michael Chamizo, Zeying
Chang, Juyeon Choi, Jessica Chrisley, Solace Church, Jessica Church,
Emily Clark, Michael Clark, Brandi Clemons, Kennedy Clinger, John
Collins, Vivian Collins, Aiden Connelly, Mason Conner, Shellie Cook,
Chad Cordle, Jocelyn Cox, Courtney
Cox, Brandon Curtis, Nicholas Czar,
Elana Dao, Jacob Davis, Grant Davis, Konner Deeds, Aidan Deighan,
Emilee Dennis, Samuel Dent, Mandalay Derden, Grayson Deu, Isaak
Dickenson, Duy Dinh, Hannah Dishner, Adam Downs, Connor Duncan,
Micah Duncan, Zachary Durham,
Sarah Dye, Rachel East, Schyler
Elliott, Sarah Elmasry, Caitlyn Epperly, Harmony Epperly, Taylor
Estep, Kayla Evans, Jeremy Evans,
Landon Farmer, Astrid Fisher, Kellie Flinchum, Kimberly Ford, Breanne Fowlkes, Tyler Frazier, Robert
Fread, Austin Gallimore, Breanna
Gee, Anthony Giannecchini, Westley Godbey, Kayleigh Gordon, Aurora Greene, Veronica Greene, Connor Hale, Shannan Hall, Zhaocheng
Han, Haley Hansen, Hunter Hansen,
Brielle Harrell, Cassidy Harris, Kendall Harris, Caleb Hatcher, Darrell
Haymore, Brooks Haynie, Jude
Henderson, Keagan Henegar, Ridge
Henley, Benjamin Herron, Madison Hinton, Austin Hite, Katherine
Holder, Sarra Hopkins, Vicki Horn,
Johnathan Housel, Wayne Hubbard,

Victoria Huff, Ethan Hughes, Gregory Hypes, Rowan Jennings, Quinne
Jimenez, Michael Johnson, Allison
Jones, Miriam Jones, Seth Jones,
Michael Jones, Gage Jordan, Morgan Judd, Joseph Kast, Joshua Kast,
Madison Keaton, Lucas Keighton,
Amber Keith, Austin Kemp, Jacob
Kennett, Jaiden Kent, Jonathan Kesling, Ameer Khayat, Thomas Kirk,
Caleb Kirtner, Jessica Kniskern,
Kevin Kuang, Alea Lacoste, Quentin LaFon, Lyndsay LaLonde, Faith
Lamberth, Taylor Lancaster, Jacey
Lancaster, Anthony Lawrence, Keary Lawson, Austin Lincoln, Cole
Lindsey, Matthew Linkous, Tyrique
Lowery, Corey Ludwig, Caleb Manuel, Jacob Marks, Michaela Martin,
Carleigh Martin, Jessica Martin,
Cheyenne Martin, Shane McClafferty, Zachary McCumsey, Courtney
McDaniel, Dominique McKinnon,
Charles McKnight, Stephen McNabb, Jaira McNair, Ryan McPeak,
Emily Meade, Stephanie Meeks,
Stephanie Anne Mendoza, Kerrie
Miller, Ashley Mills, Jalen Mink,
Austin Minnick, Charles Mitchem,
Kalid Mohammed, Thomas Moughton, Jacob Moye, Kara Mullins, Destiny Nester, Kevin Nguyen, Claire
Nichols, Emily O'Dell, Carolyn
Ogle, Berkeley Oglesby, Uchechi
Okoronkwo, Erick Oliva, Kimberly Owens, McKenzie Pappas, Nathanael Parker, Deanna Parton, Louisa Paulson, Michael Pennington,
Kamden Phillips, Leann Phillips,
Mason Pike, Peter Poth, Amanda
Powers, Joseph Pratt, Amara Price,
Jayme Price, Skyler Prosser, Alyson
Quesenberry, Skyler Radford-Price,
Emily Rakes, Morgan Ralph, Benjamin Reynolds, Emilee Reynolds,

Tyler Riffe, Micah Riley, Elijah Riley, Tessen Ritchey, Dana Roberts,
Evan Robins, Jessica Roop, Taylor
Rudisill, Eric Sabath, Sarah Sadler,
Emily Salyers, Hanna Santolla, Abigail Sargent, Whitney Saul, Hugh
Scarpa-Friedman, Ivy Schafer,
Bethany Scott, Mark Seabolt, Daniel Seay, Malik Shabazz-Manns,
Nadine Shannon, Alexis Shelor,
Carmon Shelton, Rhea Shepherd,
Tara Shorafa, Autumn Shortridge,
Gretchen Showalter, Hunter Shrewsbury, Rachel Simmerman, Carlie
Simmers, Mason Slomka, Caitlin
Slusher, Alyssa Smith, Mira Smith,
Morgan Smith, Heather Snider,
Paul Southern, Adam Sowder, Wesley Spence, Adam Spencer, Tamia
Spraggins, Hunter Stallard, Kaitlyn
Stephens, Matthew Stuart, Zachary Stump, Daxton Sutherland, John
Taft, Zoe Tapp, Matthew Taylor,
Jaci Thomas, Hayley Thompson,
Christian Tiller, Alane Tiller, Rosie
Tomiak, Agnes Toth, Nathaniel Tuck
III, Kaylee Tucker, Bridget Tuosto,
Travis Tyree, Morgan Underwood,
Germaine Valentine, Jodie Vaughn,
Taylor Vaughn, Evan Vickers, Katherine Viers, Austin Vo, Tyler Voss,
Hailey Wade, Kyle Walker, Brandon Wall, Changyu Wan, Michael
Ward, Emily Ward, Josh Wassum,

See NRCC, page A12

Chaffin

We all know that eating well,
getting plenty of rest, and participating in regular physical
activities are excellent ways
to maintain and improve our
health. But what about other
activities? What about… volunteering?
A 2015 study from Carnegie
Mellon University, published
in the journal Psychology and
Aging, found that volunteering really can be good for your
health. In the study, older adults
(50+) who volunteered on a regular basis were less likely to develop high blood pressure than
non-volunteers, which is important as high blood pressure
can contribute to heart disease,
stroke, and premature death.
Other findings indicated that
volunteering reduced stress and
decreased feelings of loneliness
and depression. Other studies
have found positive effects on
memory retention and overall
cognitive health.
Each year, Virginia Cooperative Extension engages
over 30,000 volunteers who
provided more than 966,000
hours of volunteer service in
the Commonwealth. Extension
offers several master volunteer
programs that provide training
opportunities in gardening and
horticulture; food, nutrition,
and safety; natural resources
management; water supply systems; financial management;
and energy conservation. More
than 13,000 adult and youth
volunteers served more than
185,000 youth ages 5 to 18 in
hands-on educational programs
designed to build leadership,
citizenship, and life skills
through Virginia 4-H. Each local Extension unit has unique
volunteer opportunities. If you
are interested in volunteering,
but not sure in what way, contact your local Extension office.
They will be happy to help you
See HEALTH, page A11

Continued from Page A7
lead of other states. Unfortunately, we are following the leads of
California, Illinois, New Jersey,
and New York.
For the next three weeks, I will
be working on convincing members of the House of Delegates
to support bills I am sponsoring. The process in the House is
a little different than the Senate,
since bills must be heard – and
approved – in a committee first.
My first bill was heard in the
house this week. SB261, which is
a bill that helps fight elder abuse,
neglect, and exploitation and
also encompasses incapacitated
adults, passed the House Courts
of Justice committee 21-1. I have
ten bills left to make their way
through house committees.
Some very rainy days did not
discourage visitors to the Capitol this week. Among those who
stopped by our offices were local

attorney and friend Bruce Russell II, Ryan Martin the CEO of
the YMCA at Virginia Tech, and
representatives from the William
King Museum of Art.
With three weeks left in this
year’s session, there’s still time
to visit Richmond. Please stop by
our offices in Room E514 of the
Pocahontas Building if you come
to Capitol Square.
The Senate and House unveiled their respective versions
of Virginia’s 2020-2022 Biennial
Budget on Sunday. I’ll have details on the Senate’s version in
next week’s column. Until then,
have a great week.
The 38th Senatorial District
includes all of Bland, Buchanan, Dickenson, Pulaski, Russell,
and Tazewell Counties, the Cities of Norton and Radford, and
portions of Montgomery, Smyth,
and Wise Counties.
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Family Fun Festival on tap Feb. 29
A “Family Fun Festival” will be
held at New River Community College in Dublin on Saturday, Feb. 29,
from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
The Family Fun Festival will
include a variety of activities for
adults and children. Children’s activities will include face painting,
balloon art, a bouncy house, a mechanical bull and games. Animal

kids of all ages. Health screenings
and wellness information will also
be available to attendees.

and insect exhibits will provide
hands-on learning experiences for

Sponsored by NRCC’s Faculty
Assembly and the NRCC Educational Foundation, the event and all
activities are free and open to the
public and will take place in 117 Edwards Hall.

Pulaski County School photo

Mitchell Named Senior Of The Month For February
The Pulaski County School Board recognized the school system's Senior of the Month for February during their recent
meeting. The top senior, Serenity Mitchell, was presented by Richie Thomas, Principal of Pulaski County High School.
Serenity is the daughter of Katie Hill. She is a driven young woman, who has demonstrated maturity and a work ethic
beyond that of a typical high school student. She is consistent, and can be counted on to do her best, whatever the task.
As a classroom aide, Serenity is a role model and teacher to her peers and younger students. She is respected by students
and adults alike. She has served on the leadership team for the 9th grade Mentor Program and has been instrumental in
developing the training and activities provided to support rising ninth graders during the transition from middle to high
school. She has balanced this with a full course load, playing Varsity Volleyball, working in the Virginia Teach for Tomorrow program, and working as an intern for the School Nutrition Program. When asked about Serenity, Steve Lavery,
her Virginia Teach for tomorrow instructor said, “I have enjoyed the opportunity to teach her. In this class students are
assigned to a mentor teacher of a curriculum or age level of their choosing. Serenity enthusiastically agreed to shadow
two teachers. She is energetic and caring. Serenity is supremely suited to work with these youngsters and does so very
reliably.”
Ethelene Sadler, the Director of School Nutrition had this to say about her, “Serenity has been an asset to our program.
She was one of the first School Nutrition interns hired and has done an outstanding job. She arrives on time and comes
in each morning with a smile. She is self-directed, dependable and gets her tasks completed without delay. It's been our
pleasure to employ such an ambitious student!”
Her supervisor with School Nutrition at PCHS, Shelia Stodder, said, “I can always depend on Serenity to be here and get
the job done. She reports to her shift on time, and many times comes in early to help out. She has even checked in some
afternoons to see if I needed any help because she was bored during bus wait.”
In her spare time Serenity enjoys helping people and spending time with her family and friends. Upon graduation, she
plans to attend college.

Agreement reached on Wythe ambulance service
WYTHEVILLE, Va. – The Wythe
County Board of Supervisors and
Wytheville Town Council recently
reached an agreement on the future of
Wytheville Fire Rescue. The Wythe
County Rescue Squad will be dissolved and Wytheville Fire Rescue,
which will be managed by the town,
will be assuming all equipment, personal property, accounts receivable,
and financial obligations of the Wythe
County Rescue Squad. In addition,
Wythe County will continue to provide financial support for Wytheville
Fire and Rescue.
Both entities felt that it is in the
best interest of our residents to move

forward and come together with this
plan. Wytheville Fire Rescue will be
providing emergency services coverage to the same area currently covered
by Wythe County Rescue Squad.
While the Wythe County Rescue
Squad is an independent 501(c)(3) organization managed by its own Board
of Directors, the Wythe County Board
of Supervisors has annually budgeted
funds to assist with operational costs
at this agency, including fuel expenses, supplies, etc. In addition, Wythe
County owns and insures the ambulances for the Wythe County Rescue
Squad.
The Wythe County Board of Su-

pervisors will be giving the two newest ambulances in service at Wythe
County Rescue Squad to Wytheville
Fire Rescue. In addition, they will also
be conveying an antique ambulance,
which is representative of the history
of Wythe County Rescue Squad.
The Wythe County Board of Supervisors wishes to express its gratitude
for the many years of service and volunteer hours provided by the Wythe
County Rescue Squad board members
and staff. The board is very grateful
for their dedication in providing many
years of emergency medical services
to the residents of Wythe County.

Health
Continued from Page A10
find a way to share your time and
talents!
As Charles Dickens once said,
“No one is useless in this world
who lightens the burdens of others.” Consider what you can do
today to help others – it will certainly help our community and
you’ll feel better for it!

Visit Us Daily At
www.pcpatriot.com

Page A12 - The Patriot - February 21, 2020

Pulaski Health - Rehab wins first customer service award
Pulaski County Chamber of
Commerce has started a new
campaign to reward local businesses for their outstanding
customer service. “This campaign was designed as a way to
motivate, challenge and reward
our local businesses who excel
and set the standard in customer
service”, said Peggy White, Executive Director. Pulaski County
has always been a warm and welcoming area with great people
and this gives us the opportunity to showcase those businesses
who focus on their customer service and go above and beyond to
give great experiences.
Congratulations to Pulaski
Health and Rehabilitation, nominated by Louise Compton. Ms.
Compton injured herself the day
after Christmas. She was admit-

ted to Pulaski Health and Rehab
where she received quality care
and therapy for her injuries. Ms.
Compton said she, “nominated
them for the impeccable quality of care and their extremely
friendly staff. Having been a
nurse herself for over 52 years
and understanding what good
care is certainly qualifies her to
make the nomination.
“I know good care when I
see it, and that’s what they have
here,” patient Louise Compton
said.
Pulaski Health and Rehab has
been managed by Terrie Han-

cock for seven years. Ms. Hancock grew up in the New River
Valley and understands and loves
the community she serves. She
is proud of the facility and especially the great staff that make
this facility what it is today. Ms.
Hancock beamed with pride as
she went on to say, “there is no
rehab center within 100 miles
that compares to this facility.
The facility is freshly renovated
with a new gym, equipment and
new patient rooms. The friendly
and knowledgeable staff make it
an easy decision to receive care
here.”
To nominate a business that
you know that has surpassed and
excelled in customer service,
share their story with the Chamber on the Chamber’s Facebook
page, or call 540- 674-1991.

Top Row Left to Right: Terrie Hancock, Penny Van Damme
Bottom Row Left to Right: Jennifer Parker, Louise Compton,
Ashley Malchano

Less money despite Social Security increase
BY MATILDA CHARLES
SENIOR NEWS LINE
I'll be worse off financially this
year, despite the Social Security
increase we just received. I won't

be the only one.
For the average recipient who
receives $1,460 per month, that
1.6% equates to a gain of $23.36
per month. Medicare went up
$9.10 to $144.60, so that drops the

extra cash to $14.26.
Except my Medicare supplement went up $42 and the drug
plan went up as well. Rent went up
$20 per month, justified by management with the "big increase" in

NRCC
Continued from Page A10
Jackson Waters, Cole Webb, Erika Webb, Amber Weeks, Cristina
Westmoreland, Virginia Wheeler,
Brady Whitehead, Drake Wickham,
Nathan Wieczorek, Lane Wilkins,
Noah Willis, Hazel Wines, Michael
Wojdak, Taylor Wood, Emily Woodring, Courtney Woods, Kenneth
Woods, Virginia Worrell, Kinsey
Worrell, Chunqiu Xia, Presley
Yates, Coleton Yopp, Brooke Young
and Chuyao Yu.

Those named to the Dean’s List
are: Sarah Abraham, Paula Acero,
Allison Adams, Kacie Adams, Jacob Adkins, Alaina Akers, Fajer R A
Alkandari, Makaylyn Alley, Colton
Alley, Abdulrahman Alsharif, Halee
Altizer, Justin Arnold, Parker Arnold, Alexander Avelar, Carrington
Averett, Mason Baber, Joseph Baisden, Natalie Baker, Nathan Baldwin,
William Barker, Patrick Basile, Joseph Bears, Bryan Beckner, Kasey
Belcher, Breanna Bentley, Adam
Bishop, Ashley Bishop, Annika
Blankemeyer, Graison Blankenship,
Hailey Blankenship, Jacob Blankenship, Tristan Bowden, David Bower,
Samantha Branscome, David Bratton, Samuel Breedlove, Nathaniel
Broaddus, Ramsey Brown, Haleigh
Brown, Gabrielle Buehrer, Nicholas
Bundren, Grace Burke, Sean Burnett, Sydney Burton, Bailey Campbell, Caden Canaday, Serenah Canterbury, Christine Cardullo Munoz,
Sydney Carneal, Bailey Carpenter,
Paul Casanave, Tyler Catron, Johannah Caudill, Courtnie Caudle, Sean
Chase, Michael Chen, Kate Childers,
Patrick Christian, Evan Clark, Cailyn Clements, Courtney Cline, Eric
Coalson, Nathaniel Coburn, Abagail
Coe, Emily Coe, Thomas Coffey,
Andrea Cohen, Hunter Cole, Madison Coleman, Katelyn Collett, Taylor Conley, Blake Conner, Makayla
Conner, Emma Cook, Logan Cooper, Leah Copeland, Abigail Cox,
Elizabeth Cox, Cayleigh Craft,
Andrew Cravey, Chloe Crawford,
Tarah Crowder, Rachael Cullop,
Kameran Currie, Brian Currin,
DruAna Dalton, Kimberly Davidson, Justin Davis, Thomas Deverin, Noah Devine, Brady Dillion,
Brett Dodak, Lily Dowd, Alaina
Dowdy, Dalton Duncan, Mykayla
Eanes, Abigail Ebel, Michael Edwards, Fredric Eichelman, Taylor
Farmer, Marselino Fawzy, Norman
Ferguson, Baylee Ferrell, Hosannah
Fisher, Victoria Fisk, David Fox,
Robert Freeman, Mostafa Gaafar,
Jeremiah Ganoe, Jonathan Gardner, Olivia Geisler, Hiley Godbey,
Jentzen Gore, Alexis Graham, Ryan
Gray, Garrett Green, Grace Greenwood, Dillon Groseclose, Nathan
Hager, Emma Hale, Danielle Hall,
Mason Hall, Tristan Hall, Kaylie
Hampton, Timothy Hancock, Keaton Hansen, Jacob Harding, Joseph
Harding, Brandon Harless, Madison
Harris, Benjamin Hart, Cassandra
Hash, Katie Haubner, August Hawel, James Helton, Emma Hendrix,
Dallen Hensel, Rajia Hikal, Bailey
Hill, Daniel Hill, Amy Hodges, Roman Hoffmann, Tanner Holland,

Michele Holt, Quentin Horn,
Lauren Howard, Jesse Hudnall,
Rachel Hudson, Ian Hughes, Ella
Hyduke, Jolie Ingram, Samuel
Jardine, Seth Johnson, Kayleigh
Johnson, Ben Johnson, Kendra
Johnston, Stephanie Kapllani,
Samantha Keith, Joshua Keller,
Merna Khamis, Bryan Kim, Olivia
Kraft, Samantha Lambert, Oliver
Lavery, Joshua Lavrinovich, Me-

gan Layne, Stephanie Lee, Jeremy
Leichner, Alexis Lewis, Madison
Lilly, Daniel Longoria, James Love,
Ian Lowe, Kobe Lowery, Madison
Lucas, Ruth Martin, Brendan McCauley, Laura McDonald, Thomas McElroy, Abbigayle McGuyer,
Layton McPeak, Grant Meadows,
Daniel Meadows, Grace Mecimore,
Gabriel Medley, Nathaniel Meredith, Jackson Miller, Joseph Minton,
Piper Moore, Braedan Moore, Henry Moyers, Hailey Muchler, Jacob
Mullins, Matthew Myers, William
Myers, Sherok Neamaalla, Melynda
Nguyen, Tai Nunez, Bhavya Patel,
Carter Patrick, Micah Payne, Taylor
Peck, Lindsey Pendleton, Haley Perdue, Reagan Perdue, Abigail Peyton,
Addison Pike, Tyler Potter, Claudia
Potts, Eric Pratt, Noah Provenzano,
Nicholas Prybyla, William Pulliam,
Michael Rafferty, Bryson Rasmussen, Joseph Rasschaert, Jonathan
Ratcliff, Chandler Ratcliffe, Anthony Raymond, Ashlee Reed, Justin
Repass, Russel Richardson, Ranya
Ridha, Ashlynn Roberts, Brandon
Rollins, William Rosche, Emily
Rosenfeld, Grace Sale, Steffy Sam,
Matthew Saufley, Stephen Saxe,
Kayla Scott, John Scott, Caleb

Semones, Matthew Sharpe, Jack
Shook, Blake Short, Trevor Simpkins, Hailey Simpson, Brook Smith,
Megan Smith, Sarah Smith, Vanessa Smith, Vincent Snell, Jonathan
Snider, Paige Spade, Jamie Spangler, Mason Sproule, Chloe St. Clair,
Lindsey Stables, Dawn Stanger,
Kennedy Stump, Shelley Summers,
Alex Swafford, Nazia Tabassum,
Ryan Talley-Pozeg, Chiyomi Tanaka, Brandy Taylor, Mason Terry,
Kaleb Thomas, Andrew Thompson,
Karter Tripp, Stephanie Turnbell,
Garrett Turner, Emily Tyo-Barrera,
Blake Underwood, Andre Vaca, Maichal Valentine, Jessica Valero, Kenneth Vaughan, Lianne Veggeberg,
Carlos Villena, Josie Wade, Aaron
Walker, John Wallace, Hanna Walson, Mark Walton, Zachary Waugh,
Jacob Weaver, Maggie Webb, Parker
Wertz, Hannah Westbrook, Gavin
Wheatley, Melody Whitaker, Jordan
White, Chloe Widdoes, Faith Williams, Shuler Williams, Rosemary
Wnorowski, Kyle Wolfe, Kaitie
Woods, Grace Woodward, Lindsey
Work, Nicholas Worley, Tyler Worrell, Karli Worrell, Amber Wrenn,
Yuheng Yan, Rebekah Young, Todd
Yun and Julia Zebrowski.

Social Security we all got.
With so many of us in the same
situation, we need to think of ways
to save money:
If you take a daily newspaper
and pay for it by the month, calculate whether you'll save money if
you pay for it by the year. If you
have a tablet, ask if they offer a
digital subscription at a lower rate.
Making yearly payments might
also work for your car or homeowner insurance.
Call the local food bank about
getting free food. Don't worry
about running into someone you
know. Just make the call. Whatever you get from them you won't
have to buy at the store.
Check into "senior helper"

groups in your area. These are
people who volunteer to take care
of home repairs for free, instead of
paying a plumber $150 per hour.
If you have a credit card, make
payments on time. Check AARP's
member discounts. Buy at Goodwill. Ask for lower prices. Buy generic groceries. Get serious about
clipping coupons. Ask about senior discount day.
If you love movies, consider that
the price of Netflix for one month
is the same as seeing one movie at
a theater.
Check online for a FreeCycle in
your area (freecycle.org) and get
things you need or want for free.
And always, always ask for your
senior discount.

Start The New Year With
FRESH Produce From T.A.’s

FRESH Florida strawberries, vine ripe
tomatoes and Heirloom tomatoes, citrus,
N.Y. cabbage, fresh delicious apples and more.
Onion sets and green vidalia onions.
We Appreciate Your Business

T.A. Produce
Route 11, Dublin
674-4233

SPORTS

www.pcpatriot.com
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PLAYER, COACH OF THE YEAR
Pulaski County's
Ratcliff named
Co-Player of Year

How about
all those
unintended
consequences

Patriot Staff Release
Pulaski County senior point
guard Maddie Ratcliff was named
last evening as the Co-Player of
the Year in girls River Ridge District basketball. Ratcliff led her
Cougar team, averaging over 14
points per game, and leading in
assists as well. She was an AllRRD player as a junior.
And Cougar Brad Sutphin was
named the "Coach of the Year''
in the River Ridge as well. Last
season Sutphin took the program
all the way to the Class 4 state
championship game, and this
season finished first in the regular season with a perfect 12-0
record in the district and 18-6
overall, and his Cougars will be
second seeded as the Class 4, Region D playoffs get underway at
6 pm at PCHS Friday. The Lady
Cougars will host GW-Danville.
There was another first team
selection for the Lady Cougars.
Young freshman Keslyn Secrist
who averaged over 12 points per
game was honored with a first
team spot.

Brian Bishop/PC Patriot

Head Coach Bradley Sutphin
was named Coach of the Year
in the River Ridge District.

See More All-District
Cougars On Page B3
Ally Fleener, also a double
figure scorer and the leading
rebound for the Cougars was
named to the second team.
Brian Bishop/PC Patriot
Alaina Akers and Paige Huff
Maddie
Ratcliff
was
named
co-Player
of
the
Year.
were named honorable mention.

Cougars To Host G.W. Danville In Region Quarter-Final
Below are details concerning Friday nights girls regional home playoff game. We invite the Pulaski County
community to come out and support the girls team in the PCHS gym on Friday, Feb. 21.
Class 4 Region D Girls Basketball Quarter-Final Game
GW Danville @ Pulaski Co.
Doors open at 5 pm, Tipoff at 6 pm.
Tickets: $7.00
PCHS All Sports Passes WILL NOT be honored at this regional playoff event.

Yankees
announce
game times

Come See Us
At Our Brand
New Location

The Pulaski Yankees today
announced game times for the
2020 season. All home games
played at Motor Mile Field at
Calfee Park during the team’s
2020 campaign will begin at
6:30 p.m. with gates opening at
5 p.m.
“The baseball world is full of
excitement and eager for Opening Day now that Spring Training is underway, and we echo
both of those sentiments here in
Pulaski,” said Pulaski Yankees
General Manager Betsy Haugh.
“Setting our game times for the
2020 season means we are one
step closer to baseball at Calfee
Park.”

We Are A Full-Service
Boat Seller Offering Repairs And
Parts Since 2011.
We Pride Ourselves In Quality Work,
Fair Prices And
Excellent Products.

Season tickets and flex packs
are now on sale for the 2020
Pulaski Yankees season, which
gets underway at Motor Mile
Field at Calfee Park on June 22.

Wait, we didn't mean for it to
be this way! You've heard that
very expression a thousand times
maybe. There is a new law on
the books and it looks good, but
then five years or so later, the
ramifications of the new law
are not what they were intended to be. Same thing happens
with all sorts of regulations.
Everybody has a better way.
Systems keep changing in our
lives. Some seem to think there
must be change. People from my
generation keep saying things
are pretty good. This new law,
this new regulation, this just isn't
necessary.
I don't like change. But I'm an
old timer. I have too frequently
seen changes that ended up creating something totally different
from its original intention, and
necessitating, you guessed it,
more change. Just another problem. The new rule didn't work so
well. We've got to fix it. How?
With another new rule. What are
the unintended consequences?
I fear that is what will happen
with college sport. The ACC has
agreed with the Big 10 and feels
that every college athlete should
be able to transfer one time
without any reason other than
just because they want to. They
do not have to sit out a season,
just leave, go somewhere else
and play immediately. Some say
the athletes have been abused
and should be getting some of
the money being generated in
college sport.
The NCAA and possibly
congress (which should scare the
daylights out of you) are working on putting together some
sort of system where the college
athlete can make some money
without having to simply call
it payola. They want a system
where the athlete can make some
money in college on the side if
he signs autographs, publicly
endorses a clothing company,
promotes an energy drink, and
maybe gets paid for showing up
at a youth sports camp or even a
casino.
So now I ask you to consider
the two topics here. You can
transfer once without being questioned and play somewhere else
immediately. The door is open,
swing it. And soon collegiate
players are going to be able to
reap financial rewards. Of course
they say it will be equal across
the board.
That's ludicrous right off the
bat. Will somebody playing
college tennis, soccer, or running
track have the endorsement deals
of a football player? Certainly
See CALLAHAN, page B2

BISHOP
INSURANCE

Chuck Neal,
Owner

752 Gardner Road
Barren Springs, Va.
276-766-3330
9 a.m. - 5 p.m. Monday - Friday
9 a.m. - Noon Saturday

• Home
• Auto
• Life
540-443-3900

272 A West Main Street, Dublin, Va.
www.bishopins.net
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Local Hoops Roundup

PH KOs Cougars, 72-53

Gray First Team All-River Ridge
Patriot Staff Report

trict play at top seed Halifax in South Boston Friday.

Pulaski County senior guard Hayden Gray, the
leading scorer for the boys basketball team this season, was named to the first team All-River Ridge
Patrick Henry knocked Pulaski County out of the River Ridge Dis- District team last evening. The Cougars open district Tournament in the first round Saturday in Roanoke, 72-53. PH
was the league's top seed, the Cougars were seeded fourth as just four
RR teams qualified for district play. Pulaski County will play in the
Class 4, Region D tournament Friday (Feb. 21) when the 8th seeded
Cougars travel to South Boston to play top seeded Halifax. Pulaski
Co. dropped to 10-13 on the season.
Pulaski Co. led 16-12 at the end of the first quarter, far and away
the best eight minutes of the day for the Cougars. But PH turned it up
and outscored the Cougars 21-6 in the second quarter to lead at the
half, 32-22. PH never really allowed Pulaski Co. to regain contact and
outscored the Cougars 40-31 the second half for the final, 72-53 win.
Hayden Gray led the Cougars with 15 points, A.J. McCloud got
14 and Josh Bourne eight. Jalen Crump with 17, Jalen Cook 16, and
Javonte Smith with 15 led the Patriots.
Patriot Staff Report

A.J. McCloud was named to the second unit, and
Peyton Blackburn and Josh Bourne received honorable mention.

PH downs Cougars for title
By DAN CALLAHAN
The Patriot
For the second consecutive season both teams had superb years, but
Patrick Henry once again got the trophy Tuesday evening in Roanoke,
besting the Cougars, 65-52 for the River Ridge girls basketball title. Hayden Gray, First Team
The Cougars girls had defeated the Patriots in two titanic struggles
during the season, winning by one point on the road, and in overtime
at home, but could not pull it off a third time.
The Patriots led 17-10 after the first quarter but by only two, 26-24
at the half, but a big third quarter was the difference as PH outscored
the Cougars by 15, and took a 17-point, 49-32 lead into the final quarter. The Patriots closed the quarter on a 19-3 run.
"It's tough to beat a team as good as PH three times in the same season,'' said PCHS coach Brad Sutphin. "They played well and hit some
big shots. We had stretches in the game where we could get anything
to go down. I know it's late in the season, but you can still learn even
now. We need to take what happened tonight and learn from it if we
are going to make another run (state playoffs).''
Both teams qualified for state playoff action. PH in Class 5, and Pulaski Co. will host GW-Danville Friday evening at 6 pm in the opening round of the Class 4, Region D tournament. PH finished 18-5 on
the season, Pulaski Co. 18-6 and 12-0 during the season in the River
Ridge.
Ally Fleenor led the scoring effort for the Lady Cougars with 14
points, Maddie Ratcliff and Keslyn Secrist both scored 13, and Erin
Russell nine. PH was led by Savannah Derey with 18, Monasha
Wright scored 10, and Shelby Fiddler eight.
Peyton Blackburn, Honorable Mention

Brian Bishop/PC Patriot Photos
A.J. McCoud, Second Team

Josh Bourne, Honorable Mention

Cougars rout Blacksburg Callahan
to make it to title game

Continued from Page B1

By DAN CALLAHAN
The Patriot
Pulaski County's girls basketball team advanced to the River Ridge
District Tournament championship game Tuesday evening against
Patrick Henry after knocking out Blacksburg, 55-35 Saturday afternoon.
"We're happy to still be playing. We really had a good second quarter and took control. Overall we played well, but I think everybody
knows when we meet PH Tuesday for the title, we will have to play
better. The intensity will pick up a bit, and we'll try to meet the challenge,'' said PCHS head coach Brad Sutphin.
Pulaski County is now 18-5 on the season, and Blacksburg fell to
13-10. The Cougars were the top seed, the Bruins fourth.
The Cougar gals led 15-10 at the end of the first quarter but turned
it up a notch in the second quarter, outscoring Blacksburg 22-3, and
led 37-13 at the half and the issue was already decided.
Maddie Ratcliff and Keslyn Secrist led Pulaski Co., both scoring 13
points. Paige Huff scored nine, and Ally Fleenor six. Emily Prosser
led the Bruins with 14.

not. So it will not be even across
the board. Is a member of the
Carolina men's basketball team
going to get more endorsement
money than a member of the
Carolina girls team? Certainly.
So now you violate Title 9.
This is going to create a mess.
There is a free agency system in
professional sport. Should there
be one in college? Or is this
basically about money, being
politically correct, trying to
keep everybody happy, and kick
academics in the teeth again.
Nobody talks about the classroom anymore.
I'll leave you with just one
simple example of my concerns,
and I wish somebody could
convince me that my concern is

not legitimate, but I know it is
because we've seen this movie
before. Here's how the production will work.
Scene 1: Virginia Tech has
an outstanding wide receiver.
He's been in Blacksburg for two
years. Ready to shine, ready to
be one of the outstanding players
in the region. He's all-ACC
caliber. Got reach, speed, great
hands, the whole package.
Scene 2: "This is Dabo calling
from Clemson. We've just had
two of our top wide receivers
leave early for the NFL Draft
and I see where you haven't used
your free transfer year yet. You
know with the new endorsement rule, you can make some
money, and I'm sure you'll get

more for endorsing things as a
Clemson player than you can get
at Va. Tech, and I already know
of a couple car dealerships that
would love to use you as their
spokesman. Most of our autographed team jerseys last year
went for 300 bucks a pop. What
are they selling for in Blacksburg? What do you think. Would
you like to be a Tiger?''
Scene 3: Hokie wide receiver walks into Justin Fuente's
office. "Coach, I've got to go to
Clemson. I'll be doing radio and
television commercials, endorsing clothes, and making a lot of
money. Sorry, I like it here, but
I'm going to be a Tiger.''
Somebody convince me that
will not happen, and happen
all across the country every
time one of the big dogs need a
player. This is why Ohio State
will remain Ohio State and Wake
Forest will remain Wake Forest.
Somebody explain to me why a
"second tier'' school would vote
for this.
There are millions of athletes
that would love to play college
sport, and would be thrilled to
get a free education doing it.
Does it really need to be this
complicated?

Pulaski Drain Service
and Plumbing Repairs

“The Right Way,
Right Away!”
Reasonable Prices • No Job Too Small
Water Heaters • Faucets • Toilets & More

Call 540-998-1223

Experienced, Licensed & Insured

Trip Down The
Mississippi?
A Trip Down the Mississippt?
Last week for the third time, I
was at Jack’s Garage in C’burg
trying to get my truck horn to
blow. It seems that this at onetime S-10 Chevrolet miracle
vehicle out of Detroit when new
with all the extras first came out,
has started to give problems that
are now coming in bunches like
bananas. Idiot lights (those that
are in dash) have started appearing, lights either shorting out or
staying on etc. Dave at Jack’s
Garage in C’burg got my horn
blowing in two previous trips,
but then it stopped working and
the only option being to either
get a new steering wheel or
install a horn button on the dash
which is legal for DMV inspections. Since a horn button only
costs $4.00, you can guess bet
the farm that this was my option.
While there waiting, I met an
ole Navy salt who had been in
the Korean war and was sent
back there on three separate
occasions in his six years of
service. He was there with the
same year truck as mine only
it was a Nissan. He and I got to
talking fishing and how he had
floated the “New” from Narrows
all the way to the West Virginia
state line. I told him that I had
done the same and related how
at the riffles and swift flowing
water around the rocks and
shallows was a good place to get
small-mouth bass and said he had
found this to be true as well.
They had gotten “Goldie”
my truck ready (that was once
a golden one prior to coming in
contact with the chemical that
loves metal and is a heart-stopper if you use too much of this
[NaCl] on your food stuffs).
Along with all dents and scratches qualifies her now to be called
“The Ole Grey Mare”, as “She
A’int What She Used to Be.”
I had wanted to tell him of the
hellgrammites that I caught in
the River there below Narrows. It
was more like I caught some and
let them get away as in “The Rest
of the Story” that Paul Harvey
used to say. I grew up on Little
Creek, “Creek” for short and my
fishing buddy from my younger
days, Jim Deck, and I seldom
got bait ahead of time but would
take a mason jar along the way
to get grasshoppers in the fields
or crawdads in the creek itself.
He was the one who taught me
to catch hellgrammites in swift
moving water by turning over
mossy-covered rocks and get
them before they escaped into
the water. We found that the
fish went crazy for them and by
running the fish hook around
through the collar near the head,
you could catch another fish or
two if the hooked one that hadn’t
swallowed it.

He and Phillips will square off
against former VT teammate DT
Ricky Walker who plays for the
Tampa Bay Vipers.
The contest at Raymond James
Stadium is set for 2 p.m. ET on
Sunday and will be televised by
ABC.

Secrist, Fleenor, Akers, Huff
Named To All-River Ridge

Woods,
Water &
Wildlife
W.A. "Doc"
Davis
That was what I was doing a
few years ago when I wanted to
fish below Narrows and was in
the process of catching hellgrammites in the shallow, swift
moving waters. I had a mayo
jar, capped and a string tied
around the top and the string
tied to my belt. I had a few captured in the jar and was trying
to get a few more and happened
to look around and saw my jar
had gotten loose and was about
a hundred feet downstream. My
first thought was that I didn’t
want to lose the good bait but
also that they would eventually
die or no telling where they
would end up. I knew there was
a shallow area downstream a
ways and drove down there
and waded out into the middle
of the River and waited and
watched toward both shore
lines, but it was all to no avail –
I never was able to spot the jar.
I surmised where the jar would
go, (if it did not break) as it
would pass through West Virginia into the Ohio River and
the into the Mighty Mississippt
to the Gulf of Mexico. As to
where it ended up, your guess
is as good as mine.
The floating jar reminds me
of how some people are floating
along in life without any regard
to where they are going. If you
come off I-81 and take Rte. 8
into C’burg, you will see Jack’s
Garage on the left in a block
building. On the walls is a
painted scene of the “Rapture”
(the next event that could occur
at any moment, if you believe
in “Last Day Prophesy”).
Depicted is the catching away
of people first those rising from
the grave, the other saved going
up to meet them and Jesus in
the clouds. Automobiles are
seen crashing along the highway and a plane into a building
(their drivers and the pilot are
snatched away to be with the
saved).
If you happen to be on the
river of no return (unsaved)
and would to be like to be in
that number going to heaven,
take the Bible and read such
pertinent scriptures as are
on the garage walls as well
such as John 3:16 and Romans
10:13(KJV) “Forsoever shall
call upon the Name of the Lord,
shall be saved.”
Until next time

Former Hokie,
Phillips, named XFL
'Star of the Week'
STAMFORD, CONN. – The
XFL announced on Wednesday
that Houston Roughnecks WR
Cam Phillips was selected as
the league's "Star of the Week"
after catching eight passes for
63 yards with three TD catches
as Houston moved to 2-0 on the
season with a 28-24 victory over
the St. Louis Battlehawks.
Phillips leads the XFL with
four receiving TDs and ranks
fourth in the league with 130 receiving yards.
Phillips hauled in four passes for 67 yards with a 50-yard
scored in his opening game for
Houston as the squad posted a
37-17 win over the Los Angeles
Wildcats.
Tech alum Colton Taylor
serves as the long snapper for the
Roughnecks.
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Keslyn Secrist, First Team

Ally Fleenor, Second Team

Alaina Akers, Honorable Mention

Paige Huff, Honorable Mention

Brian Bishop/PC Patriot Photos

Yankees announce Calfee Park
upgrades, seating changes for 2020
The Pulaski Yankees and Calfee Park Baseball are excited to
announce the addition of over 800
seats to Motor Mile Field at Calfee
Park for the 2020 season. The new
seats come in the form of bleacher
seating, with all 800 located in left
field behind the PSK Party Deck.
Work on the upgrades to the 85
year old ballpark will begin this
month.
“These new seats and increased
capacity will better allow us to accommodate the large crowds we
have grown accustomed to on fireworks and theme nights, as well
as when we have strong group attendance,” said Pulaski Yankees
General Manager Betsy Haugh.
“We look forward to seeing these
bleachers filled on Opening Night,
June 22, as we welcome back Pulaski Yankees baseball and enjoy a
post-game fireworks show.”
With the addition of the new
seats, there will also be changes
to existing seating sections. Most
notably, all seating along the third
baseline that was previously General Admission (GA) will now become reserved as GA moves to the
new bleacher seating. Additionally, access to the award-winning
PSK Party Deck will now require
a Party Deck GA ticket, granting
access to drink rail or table seating available on a first come, first

served basis.
Groups may now rent out the
PSK Party Deck for Sunday –
Wednesday games. Rental of the
PSK Party Deck includes private
use of the Party Deck for up to 70
guests. For more information on
how to rent the PSK Party Deck,
please call (540) 980-1070.
Ticket prices for the 2020
season will be as follows: $6
GA, $10 Party Deck GA, $10
Reserved, and $12 Club. Groups

of ten or more may receive a $1
discount per ticket by purchasing in advance with a member of
the Yankees Front Office staff.
Senior citizens (65+) and military members will continue to
receive a $1 discount on tickets.
To better serve fans, additional concessions points of sale
will be added to the third base
concourse and near the lower
historic entrance to Calfee Park.
See YANKEES, page B6

BUILDING SUPPLIES
INSTALLATION
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED
At El Shaddai
We Sell And Install:

320-2356

elshadent@gmail.com

-Cabinets
-Countertops
-Decking
-Exterior Doors
-Interior Doors
-Fencing
-Insulation
-Millwork
-Paneling
-Patio Doors
-Plumbing Fixtures
-Porch Columns
-Flooring
-Railings
-Roofing
-Shutters
-Sidings
-Trusses
-Windows & more!

No Job Too Big Or Too Small
For El Shaddai
Pulaski, Va.
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540-808-3949

The Patriot Classifieds

HELP WANTED:

EMPLOYMENT WANTED:

Looking for salesperson for
WBLB Radio in Pulaski, Va.
107.5 and 1340 AM. Good hours
and pay. We can work with your
schedule, part-time or full-time.
Call 540-980-3411 for an appointment and interview.

Retired Nurse with 45 years of
experience as an LPN and RN is
seeking employment. Have many
skills to bring to the table. Especially in taking care of geriatrics.
Will do private sitting/companionship, will assist in bathing and
food preparation, light housekeeping (no heavy lifting), will
also run errands. Have reliable
transportation. Will negotiate
prices.
Call 540-320-4111.

Offering Free Rent/Utilities year
round: Immediate openings for
Men & Women's attendants
for the Warming Station in exchange for caring for our homeless guests throughout the winter
season when temperatures are 40
degrees or below. Call 276-6204293 for more information.

FOR SALE: Miscellaneous
Innogen G2 portable oxygen
concentrator with extra battery,

NOW HIRING
Immediate Openings

Wytheville Area: $11-$12 Hourly
Dublin Area: $10-$15 Hourly
Radford Area: $10-$12 Hourly
ALL SHIFTS AVAILABLE

paid $2,495, will sell for $1,500.
Comes with house charger and
car charger. Call 540-980-8730
and leave your name and number.
Ammo For Sale – 6 boxes of
Remington 225 round per box
priced $11 per box;. 1 box of
Winchester 333 round per box,
$15; 2 boxes Federal 325 round
per box $15 per box. Please call
540-230-2351, 10 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Radford Va. area
Farm Equipment - Tractor, New
Holland disc, cattle chute, hay
rake, fuel tank, round baler and
much more. Call 540-641-3380.
1940’s Walker Turner Band Saw
– 12 inch throat-Takes 112 in.
blade, $600, call 540-980-8730.
Leave name and number.
A .45 caliber Hi-Point, brand new
semi-automatic pistol with an
8-shot clip in very good condition, $200; Hi-Point arms brand
9 millimeter model C9 with an 8
shot clip in new condition, $200;
.380 caliber semi-automatic pistol made by Jennings Firearms
with a 6 shot clip in like new condition, call 540-818-1939.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
fied students - Career placement
assistance. CALL Aviation InstiATTN. AUCTIONEERS: Ad- tute of Maintenance SCHEV cervertise your upcoming auctions tified 877-204- 4130
statewide or in other states. Affordable Print and Digital Solu- FARM EQUIPMENT
tions reaching your target audiences. Call this paper or Landon GOT
LAND? Our Hunters
Clark at Virginia Press Services will Pay Top $$$ To hunt your
804-521-7576, landonc@vpa.net land. Call for a FREE info packet
& Quote. 1-866-309-1507 www.
E D U C A T I O N / C A R E E R BaseCampLeasing.com
TRAINING
FOR SALE
AIRLINES ARE HIRING – Get
FAA approved hands on Aviation HOMEOWNERS
WANTED!
training. Financial aid for quali- Kayak Pools looking for Demo
Homesites to display new maintenance free Kayak Pools. Save
thousands of $$. Unique opportunity! 100% financing available.
1-888-788-5464
AUCTIONS

HELP WANTED / DRIVERS
Need CDL Drivers? Advertise
your JOB OPENINGS statewide
or in other states. Affordable
Print and Digital Solutions to
reach truck drivers. Call Landon
Clark at Virginia Press Services
804-521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

27 Openings Coming Next Week!
Pay Range $10-$15 Hourly In
New River Valley Area
Come In Today • Go To Work Tomorrow!
Apply In Person Or Online At valleystaffingjobs.com

540-808-3949

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

HOYER LIFT FOR SALE
Used twice. Asking $150.
Call 540-235-1228

ATTN. REALTORS: Advertise
your listings regionally or statewide. Affordable Print and Digital Solutions that get results!
Call Landon Clark at Virginia
Press Services 804-521-7576,
landonc@vpa.net
SERVICES

EEO • DRUG FREE

30+ Years
Of Friendly
Professional
Service
Home Town Realty (540) 980-1117

DI VORC E - Un c o n t e s t e d ,
$395+$86 court cost. WILLS
$195.00. No court appearance.
Estimated completion time twenty-one days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney (Facebook). 757-490-0126.
Se Habla Espanol. BBB Member.
https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.
com.
WANTED TO BUY OR
TRADE
Freon Wanted: We pay CA$H for
cylinders and cans. R12 R500
R11 R113 R114.Convenient. Certified Professionals. Call 312-3139671 or visit RefrigerantFinders.
com

Corner of 5th Street & Washington Ave., Pulaski
Wayne McGlothlin, Broker 616-4587
Phyllis Hetherington 320-7278, Associate Broker
Pat Farmer 320-4698
Debbie Radcliffe 629-4761

hometownpulaski@gmail.com

SERVICING THE ENTIRE NEW RIVER VALLEY & CLAYTOR LAKE
RESIDENTIAL. COMMERCIAL. PROPERTY MANAGEMENT.
THINKING OF A CAREER CHANGE? COME WORK WITH THE HOMETOWN TEAM

It's a better
idea to
pre-plan

FOR RENT

Historic log cabin for rent on Robinson Tract Road. Former grocery
store. Possible uses include office space, craft/gift shop, small
farm and garden supplies, fabric, sewing and knitting supplies,
photography studio, computer repair shop, etc. Rent is negotiable.
Contact 804-530-4690.

Dear Dave,
My husband passed away last
year at just 45 years old. We always tried to be careful with
our money, and we were in good
enough shape financially that I
paid for his funeral with cash. A
few days ago, I started getting
letters from the funeral homes in
town encouraging me to pre-pay
for my own funeral. I’m 42, and
in very good health, so is this a
good idea?
Janet
Dear Janet,
My advice is to pre-plan, not
pre-pay. Unfortunately, you
learned first-hand how hard it is
to make important decisions in
the middle of that kind of grief.
Many times, people are so emotional when they face these kinds
of things that they make bad decisions. That’s why pre-planning,
and making decisions ahead of
time, is a really good move.
See DAVE, page B5
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LEGAL NOTICES

Dave

SOMETHING TO SALE?

VIRGINIA: IN THE PULASKI COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT

Continued from Page B4

IN RE: THE ADOPTION OF THE CHILD TO BE KNOWN AS
CARTER JAMES SMITH, born June 30, 2007

Now, here’s why it’s never a
good idea to pre-pay for this kind
of thing. If you live to an average
age, for what you’d prepay today
at your age, you could invest the
amount and be self-insured. You’d
have a ton of money sitting there
when the time comes.
Events like this make you realize the need for proper planning,
but don’t ever pre-pay for them.
God bless you, Janet. I’m so sorry
you’re going through this.
—Dave
Dear Dave,
I have an emergency fund equal
to six months of expenses. Considering this, would you consider
an extended home warranty to be
a waste of money?
Ami
Dear Ami,
My advice to have an emergency fund of three to six months of
expenses, sitting in a good money
market account with check writing privileges, is designed to cover the unexpected things that life
will throw at you. The cash, combined with the easy access that
kind of account allows, will make
it quick and easy to take care of
things in the event of a financial
emergency.
Extended warranties, of any
kind, are not a good deal and I
don’t recommend them. You’re
better off to self-insure against
things breaking down, and put
what would have been profit for
the extended warranty company
in your own pocket!
—Dave

STATE OF BIRTH: Virginia
PLACE OF BIRTH: Montgomery County
BIRTH REGISTRATION NO. 145-07-052330
and
THE ADOPTION OF THE CHILD TO BE KNOWN AS
JAXON JAVIER SMITH, born September 18, 2009
STATE OF BIRTH: Virginia
PLACE OF BIRTH: Montgomery County
BIRTH REGISTRATION NO. 145-09-083483
ORDER OF PUBLICATION
The object of this proceeding is to effectuate the adoption of
the children to be known as Carter James Smith born on June 30,
2007, in Montgomery County, Virginia, birth registration #145-07052330, and Jaxon Javier Smith, born on September 18, 2009, in
Montgomery County, Virginia, birth registration #145-09-083483
by Petitioners, Nicole Papisdero Smith and James Randolph Smith,
husband and wife.
I appearing proper to do so, it is ORDERED that any interest
party appear in the Pulaski County Circuit Court on or before
1:00 p.m. on March 26, 2020, and indicate his attitude toward the
proposed adoption or otherwise do what is necessary to protect his
interest herein.
It is further ORDERED that the foregoing portion of this
order be published once per week for four consecutive weeks in
the Pulaski Patriot, a newspaper having general circulation in the
Pulaski County, Virginia.

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Pulaski County Planning Commission will convene to
consider the applications as listed below. In accordance with the
Code of Virginia, the Planning Commission will host a public
hearing at 7:00 p.m. on TUESDAY, March 10,2020 in the Board
Room of the County Administration Building, 143 Third Street,
NW, in the Town of Pulaski to consider comments regarding the
application listed below;
a) Petition by Katherine M. Viars & Ray Wilbert Jr., to rezone
property from Low Density Residential (LR) to Agricultural (A),
at Tax Map# 089-001-0000-0004, 089-004-0000-0066, 68 located
at 3430 Lee Highway, Draper District.
b) Petition by Katherine M. Viars & Ray Wilbert Jr., to amend
the Future Land Use Map for the property from Residential to
Agricultural, at Tax Map# 089-001-0000-0004, 089-004-00000066, 68 located at 3430 Lee Highway, Draper District.
c) Petition by applicant Kenneth Dolinger, and property owner
Isaac Glenn & Mary Alice Goad to rezone the property from
Residential (R) to Commercial (CM), at Tax Map# 038-006-0000019A located at 7195 Lee Highway, Cloyd District.
d) Petition by applicant Kenneth Dolinger, and property owner
Isaac Glenn & Mary Alice Goad to amend the Future Land Use
Map for the property from Agriculture to Commercial, at Tax
Map# 038-006-0000-019A located at 7195 Lee Highway, Cloyd
District.
Comments may be presented orally, or in writing, prior to the
meeting or in person at the public hearing. Information regarding
the matter(s) referenced above is available for public inspection
from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, at the
Community Development Department, County Administration
Building, 143 Third Street, NW, Suite 1 in the Town of Pulaski or
by phoning (540) 980-7710.
For disabled individuals who may require special auxiliary
aids or services, the County upon request will make reasonable
accommodations available. Please contact the County’s ADA
Compliance Officer at (540) 980-7800 (TDD accessible) or (540)
980-7705, ten (10) days prior to the above meeting date to arrange
for these special accommodations.

* Dave Ramsey is CEO of
Ramsey Solutions. He has authored seven best-selling books,
including The Total Money
Makeover. The Dave Ramsey
Show is heard by more than 16
million listeners each week on
600 radio stations and multiple
digital platforms. Follow Dave
on the web at daveramsey.com
and on Twitter at @DaveRamsey.

FOR SALE CLASSIFIEDS, YARD SALES
AND MORE ARE FREE IN THE PATRIOT.
JUST CALL 540-808-3949 OR EMAIL
ADS@PCPATRIOT.COM TO SEND IN
YOUR AD INFORMATION!

FOR SALE - $12,500 OBO

Trailer for sale in Covey’s Family Campground, Dublin, Va. 34
ft. Wildwood. It has air conditioning and heat. This is a gated
campground and very safe. Golf carts are accepted. Can be moved..
Price is negotiable. Call 704-289-5116.

GENERAL SERVICES
CREW WORKER
Pulaski County is seeking a General Services Crew Worker. This
position will require skilled work in the general maintenance,
repair, modification and construction of County buildings and
related equipment. Please see the full job description at www.
pulaskicounty.org.
This is a full time position that includes the following benefits:
health, dental (optional vision), life insurance, state retirement
program, optional 457(b) retirement plan, paid vacation, sick leave
and paid holidays.
The salary scale for this position is $25,270 - $42,555 and is
commensurate upon education and experience.
Interested
individuals may apply at the Virginia Employment Commission
Office or may download and submit an application from www.
pulaskicounty.org to Tammy Safewright, Human Resources
Director, 143 Third Street, N.W., Suite 1, Pulaski, VA 24301.
Position is open until filled.
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

GENERAL SERVICES
CREW ASSISTANT
Pulaski County is seeking a General Services Crew Assistant.
This position will require skilled work in the general maintenance,
repair, modification and construction of County buildings and
related equipment. Please see the full job description at www.
pulaskicounty.org.
This is a full time position that includes the following benefits:
health, dental (optional vision), life insurance, state retirement
program, optional 457(b) retirement plan, paid vacation, sick leave
and paid holidays.
The salary scale for this position is $22,920 - $38,599 and is
commensurate upon education and experience.
Interested
individuals may apply at the Virginia Employment Commission
Office or may download and submit an application from www.
pulaskicounty.org to Tammy Safewright, Human Resources
Director, 143 Third Street, N.W., Suite 1, Pulaski, VA 24301.
Position is open until filled.
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

LAND FOR SALE

PULASKI COUNTY
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
TECHNICIAN
Applications are now being accepted for a full-time Environmental
Services Technician with Pulaski County. This position is
responsible for performing routine cleaning/custodial and
maintenance duties as required for all Pulaski County Buildings.
Applicants must have some knowledge of cleaning methods,
materials and equipment utilized. The salary scale is $22,880
- $32,707 and is commensurate upon education and experience.
Applicants must undergo a criminal background check and drug
test for employment.
This position includes the following benefits: health, dental, life,
optional vision insurance, supplemental life, state retirement
program, optional 457 retirement program, sick and vacation leave,
paid holidays, and much more.
Interested individuals may apply at the appropriate Virginia
Employment Commission Office or may download and submit an
application from www.pulaskicounty.org to Tammy Safewright,
Human Resources Director, 143 Third Street, NW, Suite 1, Pulaski,
VA 24301.
Position is open until filled.
Equal Opportunity Employer

FAIR HOUSING NOTICE:
We are pledged to the letter and spirit of Virginia's policy for achieving equal housing opportunity throughout the Commonwealth.
We encourage and support advertising and marketing programs in
which there are no barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color,
religion, national origin, sex, elderliness, familial status or handicap.
For more information or to file a housing complaint, call the Virginia
Housing Office at (804) 367-8530; toll-free call (888) 551-3247.
For hearing-impaired, call (804) 367-9753. E-mail fairhousing@dpor.
virginia.gov.

$225,000

Extra Nice 51.8 Acres in Pulaski County near Radford

Half wooded with a sizable amount of Marketable Timber, Half Open Pasture Land. Cleared Land is
mostly fenced. Great place to keep and have Horses. Located just Minutes from the City of Radford.
Fronts on a State
Maintained Paved Road. Land lays exceptionally well. Has a Pond. Abundant Wildlife including
Deer and Wild turkey. Priced to sell quickly. $4,150 per Acre. New Survey.
To view or for more information call Broker, Terry McCraw, McCraw Real Estate. 320-5200.
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Tech falls in
3 overtimes to
Miami, 102-95
Hokiesports.com
BLACKSBURG – Tyrece
Radford scored a career-high 26
points, but Miami made the key
plays in the third overtime and
knocked off the Hokies in a wild
102-95 triple-overtime game
played Wednesday night at Carilion Clinic Court.
With the loss, the Hokies fell
to 15-11 overall, 6-9 in the ACC.
Miami moved to 14-12 overall,
6-10 in league play.
The game marked the longest
ACC game since Dec. 20, 2003
when a Chris Paul-led Wake Forest team won 119-114 in triple
overtime over North Carolina in
Chapel Hill, North Carolina.
Tech trailed for much of the
game, but had a great chance
to win the game in regulation,
grabbing a 77-74 lead after Jalen
Cone made the second of two
free throws with 13 seconds remaining. But Kameron McGusty
tied the game when he scored on
a layup, and the Hokies' Radford
fouled him with five seconds
to go. McGusty made the free
throw to tie the game at 77, and
Radford's shot at the buzzer was
blocked by Keith Stone, sending
the game into overtime.
Tech had a chance to win the
game in the first overtime period, but Miami's Isaiah Wong hit
a short jumper with six seconds
remaining to knot the game at 84.
Cone missed a jumper just before
the buzzer sounded, sending the
game into a second overtime.
In the second overtime, Wong
again hurt the Hokies, hitting a
jumper with 16 seconds left that
tied the game at 90. Radford
missed a short jumper before time
expired for the Hokies, and the
game went into a third overtime.
In the third overtime, McGusty
helped Miami take control, scoring five of his 21 points in that period. He hit one of two free-throw
attempts with 3:29 left to give Miami a 93-90 lead. Moments later,
he scored back-to-back baskets,
pushing the Miami lead to 9892 with 56 seconds to go. Lykes
layup with 20 seconds remaining,
and Wong's two free throws with
10 seconds left enabled the 'Canes
to hold off the Hokies.
Tech connected on just 2 of 9
from the floor in the third overtime.
Wong finished a career-high 27
points and 12 rebounds, and Chris
Lykes added 23 for the 'Canes,
who played in the first triple overtime game in school history.
Wong's two free throws capped
an outstanding night at the freethrow line for Miami, which

connected on 29 of 32 attempts.
Wong, a freshman, made all 14 of
his attempts.
Cone scored a career-high 20
off the bench for the Hokies, hitting four 3-pointers, while Landers Nolley II added 18 points and
11 rebounds.
QUOTE TO NOTE
Virginia Tech head coach
Mike Young
(On his team's effort)
"They give us everything they
have in their tank every time they
go on the floor. We just didn't
have that pop in the first half, and
Miami was good. Miami is good.
They're playing good basketball.
Hard to keep them out of the
lane … We bounced back in the
second half, and we competed. I
thought we were very, very good
in a number of areas. I can't ask
any more. I just hate to lose that.
Hate to lose it."
GAME NOTES
• The triple overtime game tied
for the longest in the history of
Cassell Coliseum.
• Radford's 26 points surpassed his previous career high
of 24, which came in the Hokies'
loss to the 'Canes in Coral Gables.
• Radford's double-double
marked his third of the season.
• Nolley's double-double
marked his second in the past
three games and his third of the
season.
• The last time two Hokies
registered double-doubles in the
same game came on Nov. 12,
2017 vs. The Citadel when Kerry
Blackshear Jr. & Chris Clarke did
so.
• Cone has hit at least four
3-pointers in seven games this
season and is shooting 53% from
beyond the arc.
• Tech set season highs in both
free throws (24) and free throws
attempted (28).
UP NEXT
The Hokies return to the court
Saturday when they play Duke
at Cameron Indoor Stadium in
Durham, North Carolina. The
game is slated to tip at 8 p.m.

Chris Graythen | Getty Images

Denny Hamlin, driver of the #11 FedEx Express Toyota, celebrates in Victory Lane after winning
the NASCAR Cup Series 62nd Annual Daytona 500 at Daytona International Speedway on February 17, 2020 in Daytona Beach, Florida.

Chastain to pilot Roush
Ford in Newman's absence
From NASCAR
Roush Fenway Racing has tabbed popular NASCAR competitor Ross Chastain to drive the team’s
No. 6 Ford Mustang while their fulltime driver Ryan
Newman recovers after an accident Monday on the
last lap of the Daytona 500.
Newman was released from Daytona Beach’s Halifax Medical Center on Wednesday.
Chastain is contending for the NASCAR Xfinity Series championship this year driving the No. 10
Chevrolet for Kaulig Racing. He is a three-time winner in the NASCAR Gander RV & Outdoors Truck
Series and finished runner-up in the 2019 championship. He has a pair of Xfinity Series victories – his
first coming at Las Vegas in the fall of 2018, driving for Chip Ganassi Racing. His second came last
summer at Daytona in while driving a partial series
schedule for Kaulig Racing.
The 27-year old Alva, Florida, native has made 72
Cup Series starts with a best showing of 10th-place in
the 2019 Daytona 500. He raced in Monday’s rain-delayed Daytona 500, finishing 25th in a car prepared
by Chip Ganassi Racing and Spire Motorsports.
In four previous Cup starts at Las Vegas, Chastain’s
best finish is 20th coming in the 2018 fall race.
“No one could ever take the place of Ryan Newman on the track and I can’t wait to have him back,’’
Chastain said on Twitter Wednesday afternoon. “As
we continue to pray for a full and speedy recovery,
I’ll do my best to make him and everyone at Roush
Fenway Racing proud.’’
Hamlin playing with a full house in Vegas
Denny Hamlin shows up at Las Vegas Motor
Speedway for Sunday’s Pennzoil 400 presented by
Jiffy Lube (3:30 p.m. ET on FOX, PRN and SiriusXM
NASCAR Radio) understandably liking his odds for
a first career victory at the 1.5-mile track.
The driver of the No. 11 Joe Gibbs Racing Toyota
is coming off a win in Monday’s rain-delayed Daytona 500, making him the first back-to-back winner in
the race since Sterling Marlin accomplished the feat
in 1994-95. It is Hamlin’s third Daytona 500 win in
the last five years. Only one other driver has won that
many Daytona 500s in that short of a time frame –
NASCAR Hall of Famer and the sport’s winningest
driver, Richard Petty, who won in 1971 and back-toback in 1973-74.
Hamlin led a race-best 79 laps and won in a photo-finish – only 0.14-seconds ahead of Team Penske’s
Ryan Blaney – the second closest finish in the history

of the Great America Race.
In 16 starts at Las Vegas, Hamlin has earned only
two top-five finishes – the best of those, a third-place
effort, came in only his second Las Vegas start in
2007. The 39-year old Virginian has seven top-10 finishes, including a 10th-place showing in this spring
race last year.
Toyota has won two of the last six races, the only
manufacturer other than Ford to win during that time.
Both of those victories (spring, 2017 and fall, 2019)
were by Hamlin’s current Joe Gibbs Racing teammate Martin Truex Jr.
The last time a driver won the first two races of
a season was 2009 when former JGR driver Matt
Kenseth won at Daytona and then at Fontana, Calif.
“Our team is picking up where we left off last year
and really clicking so far,’’ Hamlin said. “I’m very
happy with our performance, but we still have a lot of
work to do and a lot more challenges coming our way.
We’ll be ready to get back at it this weekend in Las
Vegas and hopefully take the checkered flag.’’
Team Penske playing the odds
Joey Logano has plenty of reason to like his chances this weekend at Las Vegas Motor Speedway. He is
the defending winner of the Pennzoil 400 presented
by Jiffy Lube and his No. 22 Team Penske Ford will
be donned in the Pennzoil yellow. He and teammate
Brad Keselowski have won three of the past six races
at the 1.5-mile track.
And Logano is statistically-speaking best in class
at Las Vegas. The 2017 Cup champion boasts the
best average starting position (8.9) and best average
finishing position (8.5) in the field. And his average
running position is also tops among the competition
at 9.162.
Logano has five top-five and nine top-10 finishes
– only Kevin Harvick (10 top 10s and seven top fives)
has more. And a very telling statistic, Logano has
never suffered a DNF in 13 starts.
The 2018 Cup Series champion had a difficult
Daytona 500 – starting third and finishing 26th after
a late-race accident.
He’ll be buoyed, no doubt, by the past performance
of his Team Penske team which shows up undoubtedly as a pre-race favorite. Keselowski, driver of the No.
2 Team Penske Ford has three victories at Las Vegas
– second all-time to Jimmie Johnson’s four wins. His
seven top-five finishes tie Harvick and Kyle Busch for
most all-time. He is one of only five drivers to win
See NASCAR, page B11

Yankees
Continued from Page B3
More information on the concessions offerings for the 2020 is
forthcoming, with new items to
be added to the menu.
Additionally, fans will be able
to move throughout the ballpark
without having to use steps, as
a ramp will be completed in left

Holy Cow
Antiques, Gardens and
Great Finds

Spring Fever?
You Should Come
See Us!

1801 Wysor Road
(Rt. 100 South)
Exit 89A From I-81
Draper, VA. 24324
540-250-1775
Belle

Home, Garden & Gifts,
Vintage, Primitives & New
Unique & One Of A Kind
Pieces
Closed Fridays. Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sundays 1-5 p.m.

field near the PSK Party Deck
and new bleacher seating to improve accessibility for fans.
“We’ve very excited to continue the wave of upgrades to
Calfee Park and to share these
renovations with our fans this
season,” said Haugh. “All of our

ballpark upgrades are done with
the goal of enhancing the fan experience, and we believe these
renovations will do just that for
the 2020 season and beyond.”
Season tickets and flex packs
are now on sale for the 2020 Pulaski Yankees season, which gets
underway at Motor Mile Field at
Calfee Park on June 22. Tickets
can be purchased online at pulaskiyankees.net, by phone at
(540) 980-1070, or in person at
the Calfee Park offices. Individual game tickets will go on sale
on April 1.

Yard Sales
Are Free
In
The Patriot

Call 540-808-3949
or email
ads@pcpatriot.com

PULSE

www.pcpatriot.com

Public Service
Announcement
NRV Master Gardener
Training program seeking
applicants for training class
The New River Valley Master
Gardener Program is seeking
applicants for the 2020 Master
Gardener Training class. The
class runs from late February
through early May. Contact the
Montgomery County Extension
Office at 540-382-5790 for more
information.

FYI:
Barren Springs Church offers
ride to church.
Barren Springs Holiness Church
in Wythe County will be sending
a bus to Pulaski each Wednesday
to pick up anyone who would like
to attend services at the church.
Please be ready by 6:30 p.m.
sharp in order to make it to the
church by 7 p.m. service time.
Riders will be taken back to the
same location where they were
picked up. For a ride and more
information call 276-730-4140.
Chuck Neal, Pastor.
American Legion Post 7 Auxiliary to host BINGO every
third Saturday
American Legion Post #7 Aux.
will host BINGO every third
Saturday of the month, 11 a.m.
– 2 p.m. Everyone welcome. Refreshments will be served. The
Post in located at 338 Washington Ave., Pulaski, Va.

February 25
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper to hold pancake supper
The Draper United Methodist
Church will hold a pancake supper in the fellowship hall of the
Draper UMC located at 3080
Greenbriar Rd. in Draper on February 25 from 5 to 7 p.m. The all
you can eat menu will consist of
pancakes, sausage, bacon, gravy,
biscuits coffee, and soft drinks
for a donation at the door. Let us
do the cooking on Shrove Tuesday and enjoy a great evening
of fellowship while supporting
the work of the Draper United
Methodist Men. Take outs will
be available.
Christ Episcopal to host Shrove
Tuesday
Christ Episcopal Church will
host Shrove Tuesday Pancake
Supper on Feb. 25, 5 p.m. – 7
p.m.. The church is located on
Washington Ave., Pulaski.
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper to be held at Grace Episcopal
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper will be held February 25, 5
p.m. to 7.p.m .at Grace Episcopal
Church (210 Fourth Street, Radford Va.) Please come join us in
this annual tradition. The dinner
is free, but donations are accepted.
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper to be held at Newbern
UMC
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper will be held February 25, 5
p.m. – 7 p.m. at Newbern United
Methodist Church. Everyone is
invited to come join the church
congregation for this event. A
free will offering will accepted.

February 26
Christ Episcopal Church to observe Ash Wednesday
Christ Episcopal Church, Washington Avenue, Pulaski will observe Ash Wednesday, Feb. 26 at
7 p.m.

February 27
Insects topic of photo club Feb.
27 meeting
Award-winning
photographer
Nancy Kent of Radford will present her photos of insects from
Wildwood Park at the Radford
Photo Club meeting on Thursday, Feb. 27, at Radford Public
Library at 6 p.m. The public is
welcome. For photographers,
the photo challenge is "New
and Old." Members come from
throughout the New River Valley.

February 28
Third Annual Coy Hill Pancake supper to be held
The Third Annual Coy Hill Pancake Supper will be held Feb. 28,
4 p.m. – 8 p.m. at Woodlawn
Pentecostal Holiness Church
located at 3874 Oak Grove Rd.
in Woodlawn, Va. Everyone is
invited for a time of great food
and great fellowship. For more
information, call 276-728-2088
(Donations Accepted). Third
Annual Coy Hill Pancake supper
to be held.

February 29
Pulaski First Church of the
Brethren to host fundraiser
Leap into a Taco and Potato Bar
with us on Feb. 29, 4 p.m.- 7
p.m. at Pulaski First Church of
the Brethren. This is a fundraiser for a new heating system
for our church. It is a free will
offering event. Carry out and
delivery also. Located one block
behind the DMV on Newbern
Rd. (1749) church number is 9803798. Please come and support
us on this event.

March 1
First Baptist Church to celebrate Black History month
with special program
The United Voices Choir of First
Baptist Church on Magazine St.,
Pulaski will be having a Black
History program on Sunday,
March 1, 3 p.m. Penny Franklin,
a member of Schaffer Memorial
Baptist Church in Christiansburg
will be the guest speaker. Franklin is the first African American
ever elected to public office in
Montgomery County and is serving her sixth term on the Montgomery County School Board.
The Schaeffer Church choir will
provide the music along with
musical selections from Brothers
in Christ. The theme is “Stand
Up and Speak Up”. Deacon
Howard Eaves will recite the Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. “I Have a
Dream”. Praise dancers will also
be participants in the program.
Pastor Douglas Patterson and
congregation welcomes everyone to come out to help celebrate
Black History Month.
Draper Valley PH Church to
hold revival
Draper Valley Pentecostal Holiness Church will be holding revival beginning Sunday, March

1, 6 p.m. thru Wednesday, March
4, 7 p.m. Rev. Richard Kingrea
will be speaking. The church is
located at 5662 East Lee Highway in Max Meadows, Va. Right
beside Interstate 81 Exit 86.

March 2
Count Pulaski Chapter NSDAR to meet
The Count Pulaski Chapter, NSDAR will meet Monday, March
2, at 5:30 p.m. at the Pulaski
Train Station. The meal will be
Dutch treat. If you are planning
to attend please contact hostess
Jennifer McCarthy.
Community fundraiser for victim of house fire
There will be a community fundraiser for Teresa Davis, who lost
her home to fire on Saturday,
March 7, 11 a.m. at the Twin
Community Fire Dept. in Parrott.. There will be a hot dog,
BBQ, and dessert sale along with
an auction and gospel singing.

March 7
Youth Lead Conference to be
held at VHM
Youth Lead Conference will be
held Saturday, March 7, 5 p.m.
– 9 p.m. (doors open at 4:30
p.m.) at Valley Harvest Ministries. The conference leaders are
gearing up to bring you another
awesome conference full of excitement, power worship music
and testimonies that will leave
participants wanting more of
Jesus! This year’s conference is
fueling up and getting ready to
change the lives of young men
and women around the county
and abroad! Keep March 7 on
your calendar and bring all your
friends. This conference will
bring everyone from “Worthless
to Worthy! Guest speakers for
the event will be Mr. Jason Politis
and Ms. “Baby Girl” 1975, with
Tana Woodyard as MC. Free admission for the event, food will
be provided. Donations will be
accepted at the door to support
NRV Pregnancy Resource Center.
Community fundraiser for victim of house fire
There will be a community fundraiser for Teresa Davis, who lost
her home to fire on Saturday,
March 7, 11 a.m. at the Twin
Community Fire Dept. in Parrott.. There will be a hot dog,
BBQ, and dessert sale along with
an auction and gospel singing.
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On-going:
Pulaski High School Class of
1970 plans reunion
Please help spread the word
over the holidays to friends and
relatives that the Pulaski High
School Class of ’70 is planning
on hosting their 50th reunion
during the Memorial Day
weekend of May 22-23 at Al’s
on First. For more information
please contact Cathy Weddle
Coble at 540-230-1519.
WOTM (Women of the Moose)
host monthly quarter BINGO
Monthly WOTM Bingo is held
the second Saturday of every
month at the Pulaski Moose
Lodge, 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. There
are awesome door prizes, FREE
coffee, WOTM donation up-

dates, pull tabs, raffles and much
more. Come out and play some
quarter Bingo with your Women
of the Moose. $10 Buy-in: You
play unlimited amount of cards.
AA
Alcoholics Anonymous meet
Monday at 8 p.m.(closed
meeting); Wednesday (noon);
and Thursday at 8 p.m. (open
meetings) at Pulaski Presbyterian Church of America located
at 975 Memorial Drive. Contact
number 540-440-0066.
Al-Anon - Pulaski
Pulaski Al-Anon Family Group
(a support group for friends
and families of alcoholics) meet
every Monday night at 8 p.m. at
the Pulaski Presbyterian Church
See PULSE, page B10

CLEARANCE BATIKS
$5.00 Yard - Some Priced Lower
New Fabrics Arriving Daily
Five Tables of Clearance Fabrics
Austrailian Fabrics Coming In!

Specially Marked Bolts 20% Off

Ms. Audre's Fabrics

206 Main Street • Narrows, Va.
(540) 921-2042
Open 10-6 Tues. - Friday, 10-4 Saturday
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What's In A Name?
It sometimes is difficult to
know the proper name for a piece
of antique furniture. Names can
change. A commode can be a
chest of drawers; a cabinet like
a sideboard; or a small bedroom
dressing table, usually with a
drawer for soap, combs, brushes
and cosmetics, and a small shelf
behind a door that holds a potty until it is emptied by the servants. There were no flush toilets
in homes until the late 1800s. A
davenport in England in the 19th
century was a small desk that
opened to the side with a slanted
top that was easy to write on. In
20th century America, a davenport is a type of sofa.
But strangest of all is a dining-room serving table with a
center pole around which three
graduated round shelves usually
turn, like a lazy Susan. But, of
course, while the name "dumb
waiter" is still used for this type
of table, it has nothing to do with
a stupid person. A Victorian table
like this, made with a three-part
leg, sold at New Orleans Auction
Galleries for $406.
***
CURRENT PRICES
Fishing, lure, jitterbug, Fred
Arbogast, white, hooks, 2 1/2
inches, $65.
Fan, electric, General Motors,
black, Delco Appliance Co., 18 x
21 inches, $180.
Advertising, thermometer, Orange Crush, from natural orange
juice, 16 x 6 1/4 inches, $260.
Sports, wakeboard, orange,
white, Peterborough Canoe Co.,
Canada, 1920, 28 x 58 inches,
$335.
TIP: Collectors of teddy bears
and other stuffed animals must
beware of allergy to dust mites
-- microscopic critters that live
in pillows, bedding and carpets.

The auction catalog called this
a Victorian mahogany threetiered waiter in the Queen
Anne taste made in the late
19th century, which is a long
way to say the table was made
in a style that was in fashion
150 years earlier.
Use dust mite-proof covers for
all bedding. Get a vacuum with
a HEPA filter, and limit the number of stuffed animals in the bedroom. Put any stuffed toys in baggies in the freezer for 48 hours.
Dust mites need air and do not
like freezing temperatures.
For more collecting news, tips
and resources, visit www.Kovels.
com

* Lightly spoon flour into your
measuring cup. Never pack it
down or tap the cup to level. Simply fill and then use the flat edge of
a knife to remove the excess back
to the original container. It's best
to weigh dry goods if possible, for
the most consistent results.
* "Here's a delicious recipe
that's also beautiful: Homemade
sugar scrub! Mix a cup of sugar
with a tablespoon of salt and a
quarter cup of olive oil. Use in the
bath to scrub away rough patches
and leave your skin smooth and
hydrated. You can add a drop of
perfume or essential oil for scent."
-- R.K. in Indiana
* "It feels like we have less and
less time with our doctors, and
mine feels that way, too. Before I
head to my appointment, I make
a list of my top three discussion
items and copy it out again for the
doctor. When he walks in, I hand
him the list so we stay on topic."
-- C.E. in Massachusetts
* Use clean tin cans to make and
decorate tiny cakes. They can be
used just like a regular cake pan,
just grease and dust with flour. Be
sure to use only cans that are not
lined with anything, because some
cans are lined with BPA plastic!
* "You can reuse the envelopes
that come in junk mail and solicitations. I use them to keep coupons together for when I go to the
store, and magazine clippings that
I save for my daughter." -- M.W.
in Alabama
Send your tips to Now Here's a
Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Orlando,
FL 32803.
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Pulse
Continued from Page B7
of America located at 975 Memorial Drive. Contact number
540-818-0621.

I know and you know that the
grass is becoming green, the day
light is greater and the weather is growing warmer. With the
weather getting nicer, it is time
to start using the more simple
forms of making an easy dinner.
So here is one you might enjoy.
1 bag of croutons or stove top
stuffing mis
¼ cup butter
1 ½ cup of hot water
6-8 slices of deli chicken, or
turkey or ham (which ever you
prefer)
1 can (12 oz.) of gravy or 1 can
soup (your choice)
To start:
Crush the croutons ( I prefer
croutons) but not too small. Add
butter and hot water to make the
filling (mixture makes filling).
Spread the filling on each slice of
deli meat then roll the deli meat
up and place each rolled up slice
to a casserole dish, then pour
gravy or soup on top. Bake 2030 minutes at 350 degrees. You
can change or add to your easy
dinner.
Here is another easy recipe:
Cheesecake
1 8’ to 9” in. graham cracker
pie crust- baked

NRCC alumnus
featured in
gallery show
Local artist Zach Blevins’
work, “Nature Sprites,” is now
on display in the Fletcher Gallery
in Godbey Hall at New River
Community College in Dublin.
A reception with the artist will
be held Friday, February 28,
from noon to 2 p.m. in 145 Godbey Hall.
Blevins graduated from NRCC
in 2019 with an associate degree
in general studies with fine arts
specialization. He is currently
a student at Radford University and is pursuing a Bachelor of
Fine Arts.
Blevins has been creating
sculptures for over 15 years, and
has gained attention recently for
his newer pieces of work entitled
“Nature Sprites.”
The show will be displayed until Friday, March 27. The gallery
hours are Mondays and Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and
Fridays from 10 a.m. to noon.

Feeding America
Distribution of fresh produce
and baked goods at New Life
Church of the Nazarene each
Saturday from 2:30 p.m. - 3:30
p.m. (no charge) on a first-comefirst-served basis. The church
is located 45 S. Jefferson Ave.,
Pulaski.
Adult Day Care and Fall Prevention Center hosts monthly
BINGO

3 8 oz. packages of cream
cheese (at room temperature)
Takes approximately 2-3 hrs.
1 cup sugar
5 eggs
1 tsp. vanilla
To start the simple cheesecake,
start with a baked graham cracker pie crust (bake the crust before
adding filling . Put cream cheese
in a large bowl then cream the
cream cheese with one egg at a
time. Then add 1 cup sugar and
then vanilla.
When creamed well, pour mixture into baked pie crust and bake
for 60 mins. in a 350 degree oven.
Cool and serve. Top with your favorite topping such as chocolate,
strawberry, blueberry or cherry.
It is that time of year to please
send us some recipes for the coming year. They will be featured
in this column. Send to: The Patriot P.O. Box 2416, Pulaski, Va.
24301. Thank you for the support!
Good Eats!
Dave

A Bluegrass Jam session for
players of all ages is held every
Thursday evening 6 p.m. - 8
p.m. at the Historic Pulaski
Train Depot. Join the jam by
playing an instrument or singing
or just come by and enjoy the
music. Call Dee Dean at 540392-3555 for more information.
The center is located across the
street from the post office.

Fillings

Crowns

Dentures

Preventive care starts right away
Helps cover over 350 services
Go to any dentist you want – but save more
with one in our network
No deductible, no annual maximum

Call now to get this FREE

Here’s the information
you requested on Dental insurance

Information Kit!

FIRST-CLASS MAIL

1-855-547-9878
dental50plus.com/thepatriot
l

l

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive
Benefits Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type.
Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is
not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-4433 or respond for similar offer. Certificate
C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK:
P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds B438/B439.

6154-0120

Narcotics Anonymous
The NA group HOW meets
each Sunday 6 p.m. at the Christ
Episcopal Church located at 144
Washington Ave., in Pulaski.
N.A. Principles before Personalities
N.A. Principles before Personalities meets Thursday at 7 p.m.;
Friday and Saturday at 6 p.m.
at the First Presbyterian Church
Annex located at 4th and Jefferson St., Pulaski, Va.

DOSS’ SEPTIC TANK SERVICE, LLC

Pulaski Old Time Jamboree

Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance
from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company. It can help
cover the services you’re most likely to use —

X-rays

Pulaski Daily Bread in need of
volunteers
Daily Bread is in need of servers
on several different days, so if

you can spare a few hours a
week you may contact Debbi
Harrell (Director) at 980-2131
between the hours of 8:30 a.m.
- 12:30 p.m. Monday through
Friday.

Adult Day Service and Fall
Prevention Center hosts BINGO on the 4th Saturday of each
month from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. at
the Ruritan building on 4th and
Jefferson St in Pulaski.

Dental Insurance

Cleanings

Cowboy Church ministry
offers food bags to the elderly
and shut-in
On the third and fourth week of
each month Cowboy Church offers food bags to the elderly and
shut -in. On these weeks, interested participants may come by
the church at 12 noon for pick
up if able. Delivery is available
if necessary. Call Mike and Pat
Thompson at 540-577-4923.
Cowboy Church is located at
520 E. Main St., Pulaski (across
from Downtown Exxon).

Owner/Operator: Chuck Doss
• Licensed & Insured • 20 Years of Experience
• Calls Welcome Anytime Day or Night
24/7 Emergency Service

(540) 320-4827 / (540) 320-4817
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NASCAR
Continued from Page B6
from the front row, earning the
2014 Vegas trophy from second.
As with Logano, Keselowski
was fast all day in Monday’s Daytona season-opener only to be collected in a multi-car accident. His
30 laps out front was second only
to race winner Denny Hamlin. But
his day ended early when he was
caught in a 19-car accident with 16
laps remaining in regulation.
Vegas, however, should give
him reason to believe in redemption. He was runner-up to his
teammate Logano is this race last
year and answered that with a
third-place finish in the fall Playoff
race. Keselowski has not finished
worse than seventh in the last nine
races, including three wins, a runner-up and a pair of third-place finishes in that time.
Certainly, feeling capable of
running with his veteran Penske
teammates will be 26-year old
Ryan Blaney, whose finish in the
Daytona 500 was his second runner-up showing in the sport’s biggest race in the last four years. He’s
coming off a career 2019 season,
when he scored a personal best
11 top-five and 18 top-10 finishes.
His win at the Talladega Playoff
race marked the third consecutive
season he’s celebrated in Victory
Lane and his seventh place in the
Cup Series championship was an
all-time high mark for him as well.
Las Vegas Motor Speedway
has been a productive venue for
Blaney, who has an impressive
three top-five and five top-10 finishes in seven starts.
Busch brothers are hometown
Vegas heroes
Las Vegas natives Kurt and Kyle
Busch are unquestionably the fan
favorites this weekend. For the
reigning NASCAR Cup Series
champion Kyle, it’s about adding
to his winnings. He’s already won
a Cup Series race, two in the Xfinity Series and a pair of Gander RV
& Outdoor Truck Series races at
the track.
Unfortunately for Kyle Busch,
34, he suffered another early exit
from the Daytona 500 – making
the two-time Cup champion 0-for-

16 in the sport’s biggest race. He
couldn’t be more motivated to get
back on track at his hometown
track, where in 2009 he won from
the pole position to become its
youngest Cup Series winner (23
years, nine months, 27 days). He
remains the only driver to win
from pole position at Vegas.
He’s finished seventh or better
in four of the last six Cup races at
Las Vegas, including third-place
in this race last March. Twice he’s
finished runner-up (in 2005 and
2018). His seven top-five finishes
are tied for tops among those on
the grid this week.
He’s entered in a Late Model
race Thursday night at Las Vegas’s
famed “Bullring” and will compete in the Gander RV & Outdoors
Truck Series race on Friday night
as well.
“Vegas always means a little bit
more pressure – more pressure on
myself – just because it’s the hometown and you want to win there,’’
Busch conceded. “Thankfully, I
have won there, and I’ve knocked
that one off the list, but certainly
you want to win there every year.
“I love Vegas, the atmosphere
and everything going on around
that place.’’
For older brother Kurt, 41, the
2004 NASCAR Cup Series champion, it’s about finally finding a
way to Las Vegas Motor Speedway Victory Lane. He has won a
pair of pole positions (2010, 2016),
but his best finish in 20 starts is
third-place in 2005. Busch scored
his only other top-five in this race
last year, finishing fifth and leading 23 laps in his Vegas debut for
Chip Ganassi Racing.
After leaving the Daytona 500
last week in the 19-car crash on
Lap 184 of the race, Kurt Busch
comes to Las Vegas eager to turn
his fortune around.
“Lady Luck was not on our
side,’’ Kurt Busch said at Daytona.
“That’s a roulette wheel people.
The roulette wheel spins, and it
grabs your number and it grabbed
my number. Maybe Vegas will be
a little better.’’
Harvick happy to be heading to
Vegas
Although “Happy” has long
been Kevin Harvick’s nickname, it
was very fitting for him Sunday in

the Daytona 500 when after a busy
day that included overcoming a
damaged race car, he persevered
to earn a fifth-place finish.
The driver of the No. 4 Stewart-Haas Racing Ford won at Las

Vegas in March of 2018 and was
the Busch pole winner in this
race last year, finishing fourth. He
scored his second career runner-up
showing at Vegas in the Cup Series Playoff opener last September.
Harvick’s 10 top-10 finishes at

Las Vegas puts him in a five-driver
tie for most all-time. And his seven
top-five finishes are also best – tying him with Brad Keselowski and
Kyle Busch. Ford has won four of
the last six races on the 1.5-mile
track.
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'Madden 20 Challenge' takes Hash family to San Francisco
Editor's note: Due to a layout
error, a portion of this article was
accidentally deleted when it was
first published. We are publishing the entire article today. We
apologize for the error.
By DANIELLE REID
The Patriot
Who knew that men from antiquity like King Henry IV and
Sherlock Holmes would endorse
computer games such as Xbox
and PlayStation? But both used
the phrase “the game is afoot”
when referring to their life strategy beginning to play out; and
their need to follow it through.
You might say that Gary Lewis
Hash of Fairlawn has joined these
great men in pursuit of his “the
game is afoot strategy.” Hash,
who was ranked 8th in an Xbox
competition, was invited to compete in the Madden 20 Challenge
held in San Francisco from January 29 through February 1, 2020.
The competition was hosted by
Electronic Arts (EA Sports).
“I was excited to represent our
community and compete in this
event. The support from my
family and friends in southwest
Virginia was beyond amazing
and inspiring,” remarked Hash.
Residents of the USA, Canada,
Mexico, Germany and the UK
were competing in the tournament. Most, as Hash pointed out,
were much younger than himself.
Because of this competition in
California, Hash says he has already made $5,000. “They paid
for my hotel at a beautiful resort
– in a $700 per night suite – my
plane ticket and meals. Plus, I
got to bring my family with me.”
Potential winnings for the competition were up to $35,000 at the
event.
Hash, who says he would like
to have a platform to reach out
to people and help them, landed
an interview with ESPN through
competing in the Madden Challenge. The interview will air on
ESPN2 at noon on Sunday, February 9th.
Hash says his best game is
football which requires good
hand-eye coordination. As a
youngster, he started playing on
his Nintendo against older relatives, but consistently got beaten.
“I was determined to improve
my skills. It created a drive in
me. I realized that to be top at
anything, you can’t take shortcuts. Just because you don’t win,
don’t quit. You grow and learn
even if you lose. Defeat is not a
step back if you grow.”
Hash, whose parents are Colette and Pastor Gary Hash of
Jubilee Christian Center in Fairlawn, maintains a fulltime staff

position at the church managing the office. He and his wife,
Meghan, have overseen the
Youth Ministry for eight years.
Hash will complete his master’s
degree in Theology this spring
through theUniversity of Christian Ministry and Leadership. Jubilee Christian Center maintains
a campus at their church.
“I wasn’t going to enter the
competition because some of
these take too much time; but I
had a free weekend and decided to give it a shot. I competed
against some high-ranked players. When I won, my points and
ranking went up. I went from
330 to the top 40 in one weekend
and was beating some of the best
players. After that, I played only
30 minutes a day and ended up in
the final 16,” he said.
Hash believes he can use the
gaming platform to reach out to
people and help them, since the
potential is always there to get
sponsors.
“I want to do everything I can
for Pulaski County. My first
community priority is Pulaski
County and what we are doing
here through Jubilee Christian
Center.”
Among the church ministries
is a new one for young men ages
five to eighteen, called “Our
Young King Breakfast.” Church
leaders will prepare breakfast for
them and discuss essentials they
need to become good men; such
as how to properly greet someone
(shake hands, enter into conversation, listen); good manners;
how to do routine maintenance
on a car (check water, oil, tire
pressure), the importance of establishing good habits at an early
age, etc.
Although Hash did not make it
to the top tier in the tournament,
he finished only 14-points below
the runner-up for the entire tournament. In his final game which
would have advanced him to the
Wild Card round, he broke a 70yard touchdown which would
have won him the game; but received a penalty on the play with
one second left to play.
“Here I am with a chance to
compete for the grand prize of
$35,000 and got a holding penalty and lost by one second. I was
playing against three of the Top
Ten overall players in all the other
major tournaments in the world,”
Hash lamented. Adding, “You’re
always a champion in your own
house. When you step outside
of your house, you find out how
great you are…or aren’t.”
But Hash says competing was
an amazing experience!
“The cool thing is that we were
interviewed throughout the tournament by ESPN and my fami-

Gary Lewis Hash of Fairlawn, shown here with wife Meghan and their children, Gary III and
Farrar, was ranked 8th in a recent Xbox competition and was invited to compete in the Madden 20
Challenge held in San Francisco from January 29 through February 1, 2020. The competition was
hosted by Electronic Arts (EA Sports). Hash landed an interview with ESPN through competing in
the Madden Challenge.
ly got a personal tour of the EA
(Electronic Arts) broadcast center. EA Sports, who ran the tournament, were tremendous hosts.”
Because of this tournament,
Hash has been invited to participate in another exclusive tournament with 32 people competing for a weekly $1,000 prize.
“The best part of this competition is that I don’t have to leave
the house…I can compete from
home.”
Hash says he realized the importance of this home-based
competition during the final day
of the Madden tournament.
“We were in the hotel lobby.
My kids were running around,
and I could surely hear them
laughing and having fun. My
wife backed me up and fully
supported me and helped me to
reach new levels. It was then I realized the balance and right perspective with family and being a
husband.”

NEW MEMBER
INTRODUCTION

Stateson Homes

This week Pulaski County Chamber of Commerce would like to
introduce new member, Stateson Homes. Stateson Homes is a
locally owned and operated homebuilding company in Virginia.
They build new, high quality homes throughout the New River
Valley and Roanoke Valley – featuring outstanding quality, stateof-the-art energy-efficiency, distinctive designs and meticulous
attention to detail. Take a look at Stateson Homes and their work
at www.statesonhomes.com.
Learn more about what the Pulaski County Chamber of
Commerce can do for you. Subscribe to our
e-newsletter by emailing:
Communication@pulaskichamber.info.
Our weekly featured member is sponsored by

The Patriot.

