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WEEKEND WEATHER
Mostly sunny, with a high near 
87. Calm wind. Chance of pre-
cipitation is 20%.

Saturday Night - Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 68.

Saturday Sunday
Mostly sunny, with a high near 
84. Chance of precipitation is 
50%.

Sunday Night - Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 68. Chance of 
precipitation is 30%.

Call 540-998-1223
Experienced, Licensed & Insured

'The Right Way, 'The Right Way, 
Right Away!'Right Away!'

Water Heaters
Faucets • Toilets & More 

Reasonable Prices
No Job Too Small

Pulaski Drain Service 
and Plumbing Repairs
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New gun laws among those 
now in effect in Virginia

RICHMOND, Va. (AP) — 
Marijuana will be decriminal-
ized, local governments will 
have the ability to take down 
Confederate monuments, and 
Virginians will pay more in taxes 
for gasoline and cigarettes start-
ing Wednesday.

July 1 was the start date for 
most of the new laws passed ear-
lier this year by the General As-
sembly.

Democrats, in charge for the 
first time in a generation, refash-
ioned Virginia as the region's 
progressive leader on racial, so-
cial and economic issues and 
passing the South's strictest gun 
laws, broadest LGBTQ protec-
tions, highest minimum wage 
and some of its loosest abortion 

restrictions.
"Last November, voters called 

for decisive, impactful action to 
make their communities safe and 
more prosperous. We have de-
livered on that mandate," House 
Speaker Eileen Filler-Corn said 
in a statement. 

Here's a look at some notable 
new changes:

GUN LAWS: Virginia has 
been epicenter of the nation's gun 
debate after Democrats ran on an 
aggressive new gun control plat-
form. Tens of thousands of gun 
owners from around the country 
rallied against new gun restric-
tions at the state Capitol in Jan-
uary while lawmakers ultimately 
approved 7 out of 8 of Gov. Ralph 
Northam's gun-control package. 

New laws include universal 
background checks on gun pur-
chases, a red flag bill to allow 
authorities to temporarily take 
guns away from people deemed 
to be dangerous to themselves or 
others, and limited handgun pur-
chases to one a month. Moderate 
Democrats balked at passing a 
ban on assault weapons, which 
was one of Northam's top prior-
ities. 

MARIJUANA DECRIMI-
NALIZATION: Simple posses-
sion is now a civil penalty and 
can be punished by a fine of no 
more than $25. 

STATUE REMOVAL: Local 
governments now have the au-
thority to remove Confederate 

Phoenix Packaging celebrates
opening of its latest expansion
By MIKE WILLIAMS
The Patriot

 
Phoenix Packaging Operations, LLC officially 

opened its new 250,000 square foot expansion in a 
ceremony at its plant in Dublin last week.

The nearly $50 million expansion is the third for 
Phoenix in Dublin since the company came to Pu-
laski County in 2010.

Phoenix Packaging is a subsidiary of Colom-
bia-based Grupo Phoenix, a manufacturer of sus-
tainable rigid packaging containers for the global 
food and beverage industry.

The just-completed expansion was first an-
nounced in April 2017 during a visit to the county 
by then Gov. Terry McAuliffe and other state and 
local officials. A variety of state and local econom-
ic development incentives were announced that day 
as part of the financing for the expansion effort.

During last week’s grand opening event, em-

ployees and guests were treated to lunch, gifts and 
tours of the new facility which will house both 
warehouse and production operations. It will also 
house the company’s printing and sleeving oper-
ations and office spaces along with new employee 
locker rooms and break room.

The 250,000-square foot facility brings Gru-
po Phoenix’s  total footprint in Dublin to about 
700,000 square feet.

See PHOENIX, page A8

See LAWS, page A2
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monuments. 
ANTI-DISCRIMINATION: 

A new law prohibits discrim-
ination on the basis of sexual 
orientation and gender identi-
ty in housing, public or private 
employment, public spaces and 
credit transactions. 

ABORTION: Lawmakers un-
did restrictions on abortion ac-

cess that were enacted when the 
legislature was under GOP con-
trol, including a 24-hour waiting 
period before an abortion and a 
requirement that women seeking 
an abortion undergo an ultra-
sound and counseling.

GAMBLING: Virginia legal-
ized casinos in five cities, and 
online sports betting statewide.

FOOD STAMPS: People with 
certain drug felonies are no lon-
ger ineligible for food stamps.

ELECTION DAY: Virginia 
will no longer honor Confederate 

generals with Lee-Jackson Day, 
but will instead move the state 
holiday to Election Day. Virginia 
is adopting no-excuse absentee 
voting.

RECKLESS DRIVING: Un-
der current law anyone caught 
going 81 miles per hour could 
face a reckless driving charge. 
That's now been moved to 86 
miles per hour and faster.

CLEAN ECONOMY ACT: 
An overhaul of energy policy 
paves the way for a significant 
expansion of offshore wind and 
other renewables as it mandates 

a transition to zero carbon emis-
sions by 2045 for Virginia's larg-
est electric utility. Regulators 
have said the legislation will have 
significant impacts on monthly 
electric bills, which supporters 
of the measure dispute. 

GAS AND CIGARETTE 
TAXES: Lawmakers approved 
a sweeping transportation fund-
ing overhaul that will increase 
gas taxes. In some parts of the 
state the tax will rise from about 
16 cents a gallon to 34 cents a 
gallon. The state's taxes on ciga-
rettes will also double to 60 cents 

a pack.
CHANGING, BUT NOT 

RIGHT AWAY: Lawmakers 
increased minimum wages and 
made it easier for labor unions to 
operate, but those changes aren't 
set to take effect Wednesday. The 
state is incrementally increasing 
its minimum wage from $7.25 an 
hour to $15 an hour by 2026. The 
first increase to $9.50 an hour 
will take place May 1, 2021. A 
new law allowing localities to 
recognize public sector unions 
won't go into effect until next 
May, either.

Continued from Page A1

Laws

PET OF THE WEEKPET OF THE WEEK

Meet Chance!

Chance is a 12 year old Bulldog mix. He came to the shelter after 
his owner passed away. He’s good with other dogs and cats. He’s 

also good with kids. Chance is mostly deaf and has some skin 
issues. He’s a very sweet dog and deserves a loving home to 

spend the rest of his days. 

Pulaski County Animal Control, 80 Dublin Park Rd.
Dublin, VA 24084, 540-674-8359

Monday-Friday 10AM-4PM and 10AM-12Noon on Saturday

Pet of the Week
Is Sponsored Each 

Week By
Todd Bruce, Mgr. 
Seagle Funeral 

Home

In order to protect both the 
citizens of Pulaski County 
and our personnel, we will 
be closed to the public until 

further notice.
We will alter our adoption 
process during this time.  
If you are interested in an 
animal here at the shelter, 

please submit your 
application with you may 
access on our Face Book 

page:   Pulaski County, VA 
Animal Control

Once your application 
is approved, you will be 

contacted and a time will be 
made available for you to do 

a meet and greet.

PCHS, LewisGale Pulaski to 
again offer sports physicals

Pulaski County High School, 
in conjunction with Lewis Gale 
Hospital Pulaski, will again be 
providing sports physicals to Pu-
laski County Public School stu-
dents who will be enrolled in the 
6th through 12th grades during 
the 2020-2021 school year.  

The physicals will take place 
at PCHS in the Career and Tech-
nical Education Building on 
Wednesday, July 15 beginning at 
2:00 pm and concluding at 6:00 
pm.  

The cost will be $10 dol-
lars and students should arrive 
with their Virginia High School 
League physical form complet-
ed and signed by both student 
AND parent/guardian. (Parents 
and Students should complete all 
of pages 1, 2 and 4 of the VHSL 
physical form. Physicians will 
complete page 3 the day of phys-
icals).  

Physical forms are available 
in the front offices of Pulaski 
County High School, Pulaski 
Middle School, and Dublin Mid-
dle School, or can be printed at 
vhsl.org . In an attempt to expe-
dite this process and follow CDC 
guidelines for social distancing, 
we will ask students to arrive/at-

tend physicals with their respec-
tive sports teams at the below 
assigned times.  

Current middle school students 
should arrive no earlier than 4:30 
pm to prevent overcrowding and 
congestion.  

 2:00 pm:  Football, Golf, Vol-
leyball

3:00 pm:  Girls Basketball, 
Boys Basketball, Baseball, Soft-
ball, 

3:30 pm:  Wrestling, Swim, 
Sideline Cheer, Competition 
Cheer, Boys Tennis, Girls Tennis

4:00 pm:  Track (XC-In-
door-Outdoor), Girls Soccer, 
Boys Soccer

4:30 pm:  Middle School Stu-
dent Athletes

 The following protocols will 
be in place for this event. 

 • Each participant will be 
screened upon entry.

• Universal masking will be 
implemented.  Students will 
need to bring and wear a mask!!

• Participants will be grouped 
and/or seen by team, staggered 
blocks, or limited entrance of 
10-15 based on provider partici-
pation. 

• Hand Gel and Sanitizing 
Wipes for disinfection after each 
examination. 
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Background checks for gun sales hit all-time high
By LISA MARIE PANE
Associated Press

Historic numbers of back-
ground checks to purchase or 
possess a firearm were done in 
June, a trend in a year marked 
by uncertainty over the corona-
virus pandemic, a subsequent 
economic recession, protests 
over racial injustice and calls to 
reduce police funding.

FBI numbers released 
Wednesday show that 3.9 mil-
lion background checks were 
conducted last month, the most 
since the system was created in 
November 1998 to ensure fel-
ons and other prohibited people 
could not buy or possess a fire-
arm. The previous monthly re-
cord came in March, when 3.7 
million checks were done. Each 
week in June is now in the top 10 
weeks for background checks. 

Halfway through 2020, just 
over 19 million checks have 
been done, more than all of 2012 
and each of the years before that.

Background checks are the 
key barometer of gun sales, but 
the FBI's monthly figures also 
incorporate checks for permits 

that some states require to car-
ry a firearm. Each background 
check also could be for the sale 
of more than one gun.

Firearm sales traditionally 
increase during presidential 
election years, fueled by fears 
among gun owners that the next 
president could restrict their 
rights. But this year has seen a 
series of previously unheard-of 
numbers as one crisis after an-
other has emerged: the coro-
navirus, demonstrations over 
racial inequality and police bru-
tality, as well as deep political 
divisions among Americans.

Adjusted to reflect only gun 
purchases, the number of checks 
for June was up nearly 136% 
over June 2019, according to 
the National Shooting Sports 
Foundation, which represents 
gunmakers. That adjusted figure 
was 2.2 million, the group said.

"Civil unrest, rioting, loot-
ing and calls to defund police 
are unquestionably motivating 
factors of why this trend is in-
creasing. Americans are right 
to be concerned for their per-
sonal safety," said Mark Oliva, 
director of public affairs for the 

group.
Oliva said gun purchases are a 

reasonable reaction to the polit-
ical climate.

"Politicians who entertain 
notions of defunding police de-
partments are the same ones 
who call for strict gun control 
and even outright confiscation," 
he said. "These figures aren't 
push polls. They are represen-
tative of Americans from all 
walks of life who are taking 
action and taking responsibility 
for their rights and their safety."

Gun control advocates wor-
ried that those buying a gun for 
personal safety may not have 
enough training to handle or 
store it correctly.

The eye-popping numbers be-
gan at the beginning of the year 
and continued to crush records 
amid the nation's crises. So far, 
this year has seen half of the 10 
busiest days on record and seven 
of the 10 busiest weeks — half 
of them in June.

At the beginning of the pan-
demic, as states issued stay-
at-home orders and worries 
emerged about economic tur-
moil, long lines snaked outside 

of some gun shops and people 
emptied shelves of ammunition. 
Protests that began in late May, 
with some calling for defunding 
law enforcement, stirred some 
people's worries about defend-
ing themselves if police are un-
able to respond to calls.

An estimated 40% of those 
purchasing firearms are first-
time buyers, the National Shoot-
ing Sports Foundation said.

"I'm extremely concerned 
about those people who, in this 
time of uncertainty and fear, 
have been sold on the gun indus-
try narrative that in uncertain 

times, when you're feeling out 
of control, your possession of 
a firearm will satisfy that fear," 
said David Chipman, senior pol-
icy director for the Giffords gun 
control group. 

Chipman, a retired agent with 
the federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explo-
sives, said the numbers are not 
mere blips. 

"This can no longer be char-
acterized as a spike. This is a 
sustained uptick in sales that has 
continued for an unprecedented 
amount of months now," he said.

Conny Oil in Pulaski would like to thank our customers and
wish you a safe and Happy Independence Daty!

Conny Oil is your full service oil distributor.

We sell gasoline, non-ethanol and conventional, heating oil, 
kerosene, as well as on and off-road diesel.

We also are a full time lubricant distributor.
No matter what your petroleum requirements are, we can

service you.

Summer is not usually when we think about heating fuel.
However, with the rising prices of fuel, it is a great time to fill

your tank and take advantage of the current prices before
winter. These prices won’t last forever.

County Democrats invite candidates 
for Commonwealth's Attorney post

Interested candidates seek-
ing the Democratic nomination 
for Pulaski County Common-
wealth’s Attorney are invited to 
give notice in writing to Pulaski 
County Democratic Commit-
tee Chair Suzanne Bowen by 
Wednesday, July 22.  

Bowen has an office at 40 
Fourth Street N.W., in the Town 
of Pulaski, and she can be 
reached at (540) 320-4658 or 
bowensuzanne@yahoo.com.

Former Commonwealth Attor-
ney Mike Fleenor is now Circuit 
Court Judge in the 27th Judicial 

Circuit of Virginia. A Special 
Election to fill the position for 
the remainder of Fleenor’s term 
will be held on Tuesday, Nov. 3, 
during this year’s General Elec-
tion.  Justin L. Griffith is acting 
Commonwealth Attorney. 

If there is more than one per-
son seeking the endorsement of 
the Pulaski County Democratic 
Party, there will be a Mass Meet-
ing at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, Aug. 
5. Due to concerns regarding the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the Mass 
Meeting will be held electroni-
cally via Zoom or a similar web 

conferencing application. A par-
ty candidate for the Special Elec-
tion for Pulaski County Com-
monwealth’s Attorney will be 
nominated at the Mass Meeting.  

Details regarding participa-
tion in the Mass Meeting will be 
made available as soon as prac-
ticable.

The names of any and all can-
didates seeking the Democratic 
nomination for this office will 
be provided by Bowen upon re-
quest.

Radford Highlanders 
Festival announces 
cancellation for 2020

The Radford Highlanders Fes-
tival Committee has announced 
the cancellation of the 24th Rad-
ford Highlanders Festival that 
was scheduled for October 10, 
2020 on the campus of Radford 
University.   The decision to 
cancel was made out of an abun-
dance of caution for the health 
and safety of the campus, com-
munity, festival participants and 

visitors to the City of Radford 
and region.

Thank you for your support 
of the Radford Highlanders Fes-
tival and we hope to see you in 
2021!

The Radford Highlanders Fes-
tival is a partnership between 
the City of Radford and Radford 
University.

Remember 
Your Loved 
One On A 

Special Day
With An

In Memoriam
Notice

In 
The Patriot

Call 
540-808-3949
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GEORGE HENRY HILTON 
George Henry Hilton, age 93 

of Hiwassee passed away Friday, 
June 26, 2020 at his home.

Born April 9, 1927 in Chris-
tiansburg, he was the son of the 
late Sidney Hilton and Lorraine 
Fay Coleman Hilton. He was also 
preceded in death by his wife, 
Nancy Hilton and stepdaughter, 
Wanda McPeak.

He was a veteran of the United 
States Army.

He is survived by
Children-
Patricia Bishop- Hiwassee
Linda Sands George- Rich-

mond
Sisters-
Thelma Smith- W.V.
Janet Young- Alaska
Nieces-
Pattie Long-Floyd
Bonnie Smith- Beckley, W.V
And many other nieces and 

nephews.
Funeral service were held 

Tuesday, June 30, 2020 in the 
Bower Funeral Home Chapel, 
Pulaski. Burial followed at High-
land Memory Gardens, Dublin.

To Sign the online guestbook, 
visit www. bowerfuneralhome.
com

Bower Funeral Home, Pulaski 
is handling the arrangements for 
the family.

JAMES PRESTON 
PERKINS 

James Preston Perkins, 38, of 
Dublin, passed away Wednes-
day, June 24, 2020. He attend-
ed Dublin Christian Church 
and was a manager at MTM 
Call Center. He was preceded 
in death by step-father, Greg 
Smith; paternal grandparents, 
James and Polly Horton; and 
maternal grandfather, Sherman 
Buckner.

Survivors include his mother, 
Vickie Buckner Smith of Dub-
lin; father, Harry Lewis Perkins 
of Max Meadows; daughter, 
Sydney Elaine Perkins of Dub-
lin; brothers and sister-in-law, 
Shannon and Brandi Perkins 
of Pulaski, and Zack Perkins 
of Max Meadows; sisters and 
brother-in-law, Krystal Perkins 
of Galax, and April and Brian 
Henderson of Hardy; maternal 
grandmother, Mary Buckner of 
Savannah, Ga.; aunt and uncle, 
Lesa and John Ballantine; niec-
es and nephews, Caleb and Cara 
Henderson, Marlie  and Maklen 
Perkins; best friend, Dusty Hen-
ley; special friend, Mandy Li-
ebner; and many other relatives 
and friends.

Memorial services were held 
on Monday, June 29, 2020 at the 
Dublin Christian Church with 
Rev. Richie Goad officiating.

The Perkins family is in the 
care of Mullins Funeral Home & 
Crematory in Radford, Virginia.

www.mullinsfuneralhome.
com

DALE CARLTON SKEENS 
Dale Carlton Skeens, age 89 

of Dublin passed away Tuesday, 
June 30, 2020 at his home.

Born September 9, 1930 in 
Russell County, Virginia (Leb-
anon) he was the son of the late 
Samuel Jefferson Skeens & Mary 
Fogleman Skeens. His son, Ran-
dy Skeens and siblings, Bessie, 
Stanley, Florence, June, Gaynell, 
Margaret, Jean & Harry and 
special stepmother, Sara Skeens 
also preceded him in death.

Dale retired from Klopman 
Mills with 39 years of service. 
He was an accomplished musi-
cian, playing bluegrass and old-
time country music. He was an 
excellent mechanic and a Mr. 
“Fix-it” for his neighborhood. 
He was a good carpenter, having 
made a lot of furniture.

He is survived by his
Wife of 68 years
Billie Matheson Skeens – 

Dublin
Children
Linda Skeens – Blacksburg
Dan Skeens – Pulaski
Brian (Angela) Skeens – 

Boone, NC
Grandson
Andrew Skeens
Several nieces and nephews
Brother-in-law
Hubert Matheson
Sister-in-law
Mary Ann Skeens
Funeral services will be held 

2:00 PM – Friday, July 3, 2020 at 
the Bower Funeral Home-Chap-
el, Pulaski with Chaplain Todd 
Triplett & Pastor Dennis Jones 
officiating. Interment will follow 
at the Highland Memory Gar-
dens, Dublin.

The family will receive friends 
one hour before service time Fri-
day at the Funeral Home and ask 
that visitors do wear masks and 
maintain social distancing.

The family would like to 
Thank Good Samaritan Hospice, 
for their loving care and in lieu 
of flowers memorials be sent in 
Dale’s honor to them @ 1160 
Moose Drive Christiansburg, 
VA 24073

To sign the online guestbook, 
please visit www.bowerfuneral-
home.com

Bower Funeral Homes, Pulas-
ki is handling the arrangements 
for the family.

EUNICE “WHITIE” 
SIMMONS WEBB 

Eunice “Whitie” Simmons Webb, 94, of Pulaski, VA died early 
Friday morning, June 26, 2020 at her residence.  She wa born in Wil-
kes County, NC on October 31, 1925 and was the daughter of the late 
Arthur and Suzie Simmons.  She was also preceded in death by her 
loving husband of 63 years, James L. Webb, Sr. and a son, Gary A. 
Webb.

She was a member of the First Baptist Church, Pulaski.  She was a 
retired employee of Pulaski Schools.

Surviving are her daughter, Jane Webb Pritt; son, James L. Webb, 
Jr.; grandchildren, Jonathan Cheverton (Mary), Scott Grove, Kelly 
Altice (Jamie), Carrie Ayers, Katharine Stevens and Elizabeth Craig; 
eight great-grandchildren; and many other family members.

Visitation was held on Tuesday, June 30th at Stevens Funeral Home.  
A graveside service with the Rev. Henry Fisk officiating and burial 
followed in the Thornspring Cemetery, Pulaski County.

Arrangements by Stevens Funeral Home, Pulaski.

MARVIN CECIL “TOMMY” 
MCPEAK 

Marvin Cecil “Tommy” 
McPeak, age 85 of Draper passed 
away Friday, June 26, 2020.

Born November 18, 1934 in 
Pulaski County, he was the son 
of the late Kyle Drewey McPeak 
and Mabel Ruth Spence McPeak. 
He was also preceded in death by 
his wife, Glenna Killen McPeak; 
brother, William Lawrence 
McPeak; and three sisters, Beulah 
Mae Umberger, Ruth Ellen Smith 
and Dora Lee McPeak.

He was a veteran of the United 
States Army. He was retired from 
the Pulaski Public Works Depart-
ment and the Pulaski Fire Depart-
ment as a firefighter with over 30 
years of combined service.

He is survived by children
Timothy “Tim” McPeak- Drap-

er
Charles Steven McPeak- Draper
Rebecca “Becky” Lam- Chris-

tiansburg
Grandchildren-
Jenna Lam, Nic Lam and Hai-

ley Massie
Sisters-
Dorothy McPeak- Draper
Christine Morris- Draper
Funeral services were held 

Monday, June 29, 2020 in the 
Bower Funeral Home Chapel, Pu-
laski with Rev Richard Wall and 
Rev Dale Akers officiating. Buri-
al followed at McPeak Cemetery, 
Pulaski.

To sign the online guestbook, 
visit www.bowerfuneralhome.
com

Bower Funeral Home, Pulaski 
is handling the services for the 
family.

DEATH
NOTICES
OTHELLO LANDORA 

YOUNG 
Othello Landora Young, 91, 

of New River, passed away 
Wednesday, July 1, 2020. 

The Young family is in the 
care of Mullins Funeral Home & 
Crematory in Radford.

www.mullinsfuneralhome.
com

GERTRUDE DAVIS 
THOMAS 

Gertrude Davis Thomas, 83, 
of Pulaski, VA died Wednes-
day morning, July 1, 2020 at her 
home.  She was born in Virginia 
on August 18, 1936.  She was a 
member of the First United Meth-
odist Church, Pulaski.

Surviving are:
Husband – William “Bill” 

Franklin Thomas, Jr.
Son – Lee Thomas
Funeral services will be held 

Monday, July 6th, at 1:00 PM 
from the Stevens Funeral Home 
Chapel with Rev. Will Shelton of-
ficiating.  Visiting will be held at 
the funeral home where the fami-
ly will receive friends from noon 
until the service hour.  Burial will 
follow in Highland Memory Gar-
dens, Dublin.

Arrangements by Stevens Fu-
neral Home, Pulaski, VA.

DOUGLAS EUGENE 
MCFALL 

Douglas Eugene McFall, 73, 
passed away on Wednesday, July 
1, 2020 at his home in Pulaski. 
He attended Valley Harvest 
Ministries and retired from Vol-
vo Trucks with 32 years of ser-
vice. He was a U. S. Army vet-
eran having served during the 
Vietnam Era. He was preceded 
in death by his parents, Arnold 
and Ida McFall.

Survivors include his wife of 
49 years, Barbara Pickerel Mc-
Fall; daughter and son-in-law, 
Tonya and David Howard of 
Pulaski; son and daughter-in-
law, Paul and Holly McFall of 
Blacksburg; grandchildren, Ja-
son Jones, Kirsten Jones, Adi 
Jones, Gracie Howard, Josh 
Jones, Connor McFall and Re-
ece McFall; great grandchildren, 
Caylee and Emma Brickhouse; 
sisters and brothers-in-law, Do-
ris M. and C. Wayne Ratliffe of 
Clemons, N.C., and Linda M. 
and Roy F. Buzzelli of Roanoke; 
honorary grandchildren, Ray 
and Lee Loflin; and many other 
relatives and friends.

The family will receive 
friends from 5 until 7 p.m. on 
Monday, July 6, 2020 at the Val-
ley Harvest Ministries in Dub-
lin. Funeral services will be live 
streamed at 7 p.m. with Rev. Ron 
Blevins, Rev. Steve Willis, Rev. 
Mike Pierce, and Rev. Perry 
Slaughter officiating.

Graveside services with full 
military honors will be held at 11 
a.m. on Tuesday, July 7, 2020 at 
the Southwest Virginia Veterans 
Cemetery in Dublin.

Due to the current COVID19 
restrictions, the family requests 
that you PLEASE wear a mask 
and observe social distancing at 
the church.

The McFall family is in the 
care of Mullins Funeral Home & 
Crematory in Radford.

www.mullinsfuneralhome.
com 

Dublin Feeding Program - 
Helping Our Community  

Feeding Children and their Caregivers 
in the Dublin Community 
Dublin United Methodist Church, 

424 East Main Street, Dublin
Drive-thru pick up in the church parking lot 

every Friday from 4:00 - 6:00 p.m.

Obituaries 
Are Posted 

Daily At 
www.pcpatriot.com
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Fincastle Resolutions: Led to Declaration of Independence
By APRIL MARTIN

The Fincastle Resolutions were 
printed in the Williamsburg Ga-
zette on February 10, 1775, other 
copies have been lost to history.  
Colonel William Christian deliv-
ered the Resolutions to the Con-
tinental Congress.  He was living 
in what is now Pulaski County 
when the document was written 
and served as the Chairman of 
the Committee.  

With Independence Day up-
coming, it is the perfect time to 
share the words of the Fincastle 
Resolutions written locally in 
1775.  

Many historians agree these 
words from the Virginia frontier 
were the precursor for Jefferson’s 
lengthier Declaration of Inde-
pendence the following year.  

There is much to discuss on 
the legacy of this document, but 
it is always best to let original 
documents speak for themselves.  

The last sentence is the kicker, 
but the context for that kicker is 
equally important. 

If readers understand the 
mindset and turbulent emotions 
in the years and events leading 
up to war, the courage and hope 
for compromise in this document 
can be appreciated.

“To the Honourable Peyton 
Randolph, Esq.: Richard Henry 
Bland, Benjamin Harrison, and 
Edmund Pendleton, Esquires, 
the Delegates from this colony 
who attended the Continental 
Congress held at Philadelphia. 
Gentlemen, Had it not been for 
our remote situation, and the 
Indian war which we were late-
ly engaged in, to chastise those 
cruel and savage people for the 
many murders and depredations 
they have committed amongst us 
(now happily terminated, under 
the auspices of our present wor-
thy Governour, his Excellency 
the Right Honourable the Earl of 
Dunmore) we should before this 
time have made known to you our 
thankfulness for the very import-
ant services you have rendered 
to this country, in conjunction 
with the worthy Delegates from 
the other provinces. Your noble 
efforts for reconciling the Moth-
er Country and the Colonies, on 
rational and constitutional prin-
ciples, and your pacifick,steady, 
and uniform conduct in that ar-
duous work, entitle you to the es-
teem of all British America, and 
will immortalize you in the an-
nals of your country. We heartily 
concur in your resolutions, and 
shall, in every instance, strictly 
and invariably adhere thereto. 
We assure you, Gentlemen, and 

all our countrymen, that we are 
a people whose hearts overflow 
with love and duty to our law-
ful sovereign George III. whose 
illustrious house, for several 
successive reigns, have been the 
guardians of civil and religious 
rights and liberties of his sub-
jects, as settled at the glorious 
Revolution; that we are willing 
to risk our lives in the service 
of his Majesty, for the support 
of the Protestant religion, and 
the rights and liberties of his 
subjects, as they have been es-
tablished by compact, law, and 
ancient charters. We are heartily 
grieved at the differences which 
now subsist between the parent 
state and the colonies, and most 
ardently wish to see harmony 
restored, on an equitable basis, 
and by the most lenient measures 
that can be devised by the heart 
of men. Many of us, and our 
forefathers, left our native land, 
considering it as a kingdom sub-
jected to inordinate power, and 
greatly abridged of its liberties. 
We crossed the Atlantick, and 
explored this then uncultivated 
wilderness, bordering on many 
nations of savages, and sur-
rounded by mountains almost in-
accessible to any but those very 
savages, who have incessantly 
been committing barbarities and 
depredations on us since our 
first seating the country. These 
fatigues and dangers we pa-
tiently encountered, supported 
by the pleasing hope of enjoying 
those rights and liberties which 
have been granted to Virgin-
ians and were denied us in our 
native country, and of transmit-
ting them inviolate to our pos-
terity. But even to these remote 
regions the land of unlimited 
and unconstitutional power hath 
pursued us, to strip us of that 
liberty and property with which 
God, nature, and the rights of 

humanity, have vested us. We are 
ready and willing to contribute 
all in our power for the support 
of his Majesty's government, if 
applied to constitutionally, and 
when the grants are made by our 
own representatives; but cannot 
think of submitting our liberty or 
property to the power of a venal 
British parliament, or to the will 
of a corrupt ministry. We by no 
means desire to shake off our 
duty or allegiance to our lawful 
sovereign, but on the contrary 
shall ever glory in being the loyal 
subjects of a Protestant prince, 
descended from such illustrious 
progenitors, so long as we can 
enjoy the free exercise of our 
religion, as Protestants, and our 

liberties and properties, as Brit-
ish subjects. But if no pacifick 
measures shall be proposed or 
adopted by Great Britain, and 
our enemies will attempt to dra-
goon us out of those inestimable 
privileges which we are entitled 
to as subjects, and to reduce us 
to a state of slavery, we declare, 
that we are deliberately and res-
olutely determined never to sur-
render them to any power upon 
earth, but at the expense of our 
lives. These are our real, though 
unpolished sentiments, of liberty 
and loyalty, and in them we are 
resolved to live and die.

We are, Gentlemen, with the 

utmost esteem and regard, your 
most obedient servant.

 William Christian, Charles 
Cummings, William Preston, 
William Ingles, Walter Crock-
ett, John Montgomery, William 
Campbell, Arthur Campbell, 
Thomas Madison, James Mc-
Gavock, Evan Shelby, Stephen 
Trigg, and William Edmondson.

The writers of this submission 
are the 13 elected freeholders of 
Fincastle County who served as 
the Committee of Safety.  Future 
articles will share more on the 
lives of many of these men.

NRV SEPTIC TANK SERVICE

The Horton FamilyThe Horton Family
540-980-2101540-980-2101

We Appreciate Your Business!We Appreciate Your Business!

Fred SouthardFred Southard
andand

Forrest ByrdForrest Byrd
OperatorsOperators

We Appreciate Our We Appreciate Our 
Local Local 

First Responders - First Responders - 
Fire, Rescue &Fire, Rescue &

Law Enforcement!Law Enforcement!

Stonewall Jackson statue 
removed in Richmond

RICHMOND, Va. (AP) — Work 
crews wielding a giant crane, har-
nesses and power tools wrested an 
imposing statue of Gen. Stonewall 
Jackson from its concrete pedestal 
along Richmond, Virginia's famed 
Monument Avenue on Wednesday, 
just hours after the mayor ordered 
the removal of all Confederate stat-
ues from city land. 

Mayor Levar Stoney's decree 
came weeks after Virginia Gov. 
Ralph Northam ordered the re-
moval of the most prominent and 
imposing statue along the avenue: 
that of Confederate Gen. Robert E. 
Lee, which sits on state land. The 
removal of the Lee statue has been 
stalled pending the resolution of 
several lawsuits. 

The Jackson statue is the latest of 
several dozen Confederate symbols 
to be removed from public land in 
the U.S. in the five weeks since the 
death of George Floyd at the hands 
of police sparked a nationwide pro-
test movement. 

In most instances, state or local 
governments moved to take down 
monuments in response to impas-
sioned demonstrators, but in a few 
cases —including several other 
Virginia Confederate statues — 
protesters toppled the figures them-
selves. Also this week, Mississippi 
retired the last state flag in the U.S. 
that included the Confederate battle 
emblem.

Confederate statues were erected 
decades after the Civil War, during 
the Jim Crow era, when states im-
posed new segregation laws, and 
during the "Lost Cause" move-
ment, when historians and others 
tried to depict the South's rebellion 

as a fight to defend states' rights, 
not slavery. In Richmond, the first 
major monument — the Lee statue 
— was erected in 1890.

Work crews spent several hours 
Wednesday carefully attaching a 
harness to the massive Stonewall 
Jackson statue and using power 
tools to detach it from its base. A 
crowd of several hundred people 
who had gathered to watch cheered 
as a crane lifted the figure of the 
general atop his horse into the air 
and set it aside.

"This is long overdue," said Brent 
Holmes, who is Black. "One down, 
many more to go." 

Eli Swann, who has lived in 
Richmond for 24 years, said he felt 
"an overwhelming sense of grat-
itude" to witness the removal of 
the statue after he and others have 
spent weeks demonstrating and 
calling for it and others to be taken 
down. He said that as a Black man, 
he found it offensive to have so 

See STATUE, page A7
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They're coming for Thomas 
Jefferson. 

Protestors in Portland, Oregon 
used axes and ropes to topple 
a statue of President Thomas 
Jefferson. The New York City 
Council is agitating to remove 
a statue of the author of the 
Declaration of Independence 
from its chambers. 

At this rate, the Sage of 
Monticello will be lucky if 
the Jefferson Memorial isn't 
bulldozed and if he isn't effaced 
from the nickel. 

Jefferson is, to use the argot of 
the day, the most "problematic" 
of the Founders. The Virginian 
was a slave owner who, despite 
his high ideals, never jettisoned 
an attachment to the slave system 
that was a hideous injustice and, 
in the fullness of time, nearly 
destroyed the country. 

But that's not what we honor 
him for. 

Jefferson isn't memorialized 
on the Mall in Washington, D.C., 
and elsewhere around the country 
because of the racist things he 
wrote in Notes on the State of 
Virginia. 

He doesn't have a place of 
honor in American history 
because of his (now widely 
accepted by historians) sexual 
relationship with one of his 
slaves, Sally Hemings, who was 
the half-sister of his late wife. 

He isn't held up as among our 
most exalted Founders because 
of his fear of slave revolts and his 
ever-closer association with the 
slave South as he grew older. 

No, Jefferson is on a pedestal 
for achievements that still define 
the country today, and for the 
better. 

He wrote the ringing lines in 
the preamble of the Declaration 
that eventually took on world-
historical importance and 
were used as a rhetorical and 
philosophical cudgel against 
the slave system and white 
supremacy by the likes of 
Abraham Lincoln and Martin 
Luther King.

He was a theorist, champion 
and able practitioner of what we 
know as Jeffersonian democracy, 
"government of the people, 
by the people, for the people," 
as Lincoln famously put it at 
Gettysburg.

He wrote the Virginia Statute 
for Religious Freedom that 
became a model for the First 
Amendment, and he worked 
to abolish feudal relics such as 
entail and primogeniture. 

As president, he doubled the 
size of the country in a stroke 
with the Louisiana Purchase.

He was a man of the 
Enlightenment, with incredibly 
wide-ranging interests from 
architecture to natural history 
and -- in addition to serving 
as president, secretary of state 
and governor -- founded the 
University of Virginia. 

All of this speaks to his 
greatness, but none of it is 
to deny his miserable human 
failures and his woeful hypocrisy.

That Jefferson was deeply 
compromised by the slave system 
and yet rose above his own 
sectional and selfish interests 
to enunciate timeless principles 
should be considered an 
accomplishment, not a reason to 
relegate him to the ash heap. He 
always maintained that slavery 

See LOWRY, page A7

My fellow Americans:
My remarks tonight will be brief, but it's worth 

remembering that all the celebration of this day is 
rooted in history. It's recorded that shortly after the 
Declaration of Independence was signed in Phila-
delphia celebrations took place throughout the land, 
and many of the former Colonists -- they were just 
starting to call themselves Americans -- set off can-
nons and marched in fife and drum parades.

What a contrast with the sober scene that had tak-
en place a short time earlier in Independence Hall. 
Fifty-six men came forward to sign the parchment. 
It was noted at the time that they pledged their lives, 
their fortunes, and their sacred honors. And that 
was more than rhetoric; each of those men knew the 
penalty for high treason to the Crown. ``We must all 
hang together,'' Benjamin Franklin said, ``or, assur-
edly, we will all hang separately.'' And John Han-
cock, it is said, wrote his signature in large script 
so King George could see it without his spectacles. 
They were brave. They stayed brave through all 
the bloodshed of the coming years. Their courage 
created a nation built on a universal claim to human 
dignity, on the proposition that every man, woman, 
and child had a right to a future of freedom.

For just a moment, let us listen to the words 
again: ``We hold these truths to be self-evident, that 
all men are created equal, that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that 
among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of 
Happiness.'' Last night when we rededicated Miss 
Liberty and relit her torch, we reflected on all the 
millions who came here in search of the dream of 
freedom inaugurated in Independence Hall. We 
reflected, too, on their courage in coming great 
distances and settling in a foreign land and then 
passing on to their children and their children's 
children the hope symbolized in this statue here just 
behind us: the hope that is America. It is a hope that 
someday every people and every nation of the world 
will know the blessings of liberty.

And it's the hope of millions all around the world. 
In the last few years, I've spoken at Westminster 
to the mother of Parliaments; at Versailles, where 
French kings and world leaders have made war and 
peace. I've been to the Vatican in Rome, the Impe-
rial Palace in Japan, and the ancient city of Bei-
jing. I've seen the beaches of Normandy and stood 
again with those boys of Pointe du Hoc, who long 
ago scaled the heights, and with, at that time, Lisa 
Zanatta Henn, who was at Omaha Beach for the fa-
ther she loved, the father who had once dreamed of 
seeing again the place where he and so many brave 
others had landed on D-day. But he had died before 
he could make that trip, and she made it for him. 
` Ànd, Dad,'' she had said, ``I'll always be proud.''

And I've seen the successors to these brave men, 
the young Americans in uniform all over the world, 
young Americans like you here tonight who man 
the mighty U.S.S. Kennedy and the Iowa and other 
ships of the line. I can assure you, you out there 
who are listening, that these young are like their 
fathers and their grandfathers, just as willing, just 
as brave. And we can be just as proud. But our 
prayer tonight is that the call for their courage will 
never come. And that it's important for us, too, to be 
brave; not so much the bravery of the battlefield, I 
mean the bravery of brotherhood.

All through our history, our Presidents and 
leaders have spoken of national unity and warned 
us that the real obstacle to moving forward the 
boundaries of freedom, the only permanent danger 
to the hope that is America, comes from within. It's 
easy enough to dismiss this as a kind of familiar 
exhortation. Yet the truth is that even two of our 
greatest Founding Fathers, John Adams and Thom-
as Jefferson, once learned this lesson late in life. 
They'd worked so closely together in Philadelphia 
for independence. But once that was gained and a 
government was formed, something called partisan 
politics began to get in the way. After a bitter and 
divisive campaign, Jefferson defeated Adams for the 
Presidency in 1800. And the night before Jefferson's 
inauguration, Adams slipped away to Boston, disap-
pointed, brokenhearted, and bitter.

For years their estrangement lasted. But then 
when both had retired, Jefferson at 68 to Monticello 
and Adams at 76 to Quincy, they began through 
their letters to speak again to each other. Letters 
that discussed almost every conceivable subject: 
gardening, horseback riding, even sneezing as a 
cure for hiccups; but other subjects as well: the 
loss of loved ones, the mystery of grief and sorrow, 
the importance of religion, and of course the last 
thoughts, the final hopes of two old men, two great 
patriarchs, for the country that they had helped to 
found and loved so deeply. ``It carries me back,'' 
Jefferson wrote about correspondence with his co-
signer of the Declaration of Independence, ``to the 
times when, beset with difficulties and dangers, we 
were fellow laborers in the same cause, struggling 
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D.C. Is Already A 'State'
In the latest of many cynical and highly 

political moves, the House of Represen-
tatives last week passed a measure that 
would transform the District of Columbia 
and make it the 51st state.

"DC," as it is often abbreviated by 
locals, is already a "state." It is a state of 
corruption, crime, and dysfunction. The 
only reason Democrats favor the nation's 
capital becoming a state is that it would 
gain two senators, who would almost 
certainly be Democrats and its "delegate," 
Eleanor Holmes Norton, could then vote 
in the House. Currently she can only par-
ticipate in committee hearings with the 
permission of the chairperson.

The Founders specifically prohibited 
the District from becoming a state, but 
who listens to them anymore as rioters de-
face and pull down some of their statues 
and liberal judges rewrite the Constitution 
to conform to the spirit of the age?

As Time magazine has noted: "...
the lack of statehood for the capital is 
enshrined in the Constitution. Article 
1, Section 8, Clause 17 of the document 
reads, 'The Congress shall have Power 
To ...exercise exclusive Legislation in all 
Cases whatsoever, over such District (not 
exceeding ten Miles square) as may, by 
Cession of particular States, and the Ac-
ceptance of Congress, become the Seat of 
the Government of the United States.'"

It was James Madison, says Time, 
who explained the reasoning behind this 
provision in Federalist 43. The language 
is stilted, but updated it simply means that 
the national government is to have exclu-
sive power over lands purchased from the 
states. These would be the same powers 
extended over the created federal district, 
later named the District of Columbia. The 
House legislation would change the name 
to the Douglass Commonwealth in honor 
of the abolitionist, Frederick Douglass.

"No Taxation Without Representation" 
is the slogan imprinted on the city's li-
cense plates. It references a cry that fueled 
the American Revolution when people 
protested paying taxes to the English king 
without having a say in the government, 

or how the money was spent.
If people knew much history these days 

it might be a powerful argument, but as 
noted the Constitution forbids what House 
Democrats are trying to accomplish. The 
language and intent of the Founders could 
not be clearer.

Additionally, no one is forced to live in 
the District. Maryland and Virginia bor-
der the city, which was created "ten miles 
square" from land donated by both states 
for the specific purpose of establishing a 
federal capital with provisions for how it 
would be run. The city has Home Rule, 
meaning it can vote for mayor, city coun-
cil and school board members, among 
other positions, which gives residents 
some control over how their city taxes are 
spent. Congress, however, can still over-
ride any local legislation it does not like as 
the Constitution provides.

Given the recent rioting and property 
damage in DC, it is even less likely the 
Senate will go along with the House mea-
sure to make the city a state and even if it 
did, President Trump would certainly veto 
it. The prospect of DC becoming the 51st 
state could be added to the president's and 
Republicans list of reasons why Demo-
crats should not win the White House, or 
a Senate majority in the coming election, 
now just four months away.

(Readers may email Cal Thomas at 
tcaeditors@tribpub.com. Look for Cal 
Thomas' new book "America's Expira-
tion Date: The Fall of Empires and Su-
perpowers and the Future of the United 
States" (HarperCollins/Zondervan).

Cal
Thomas

Tribune
Content
Agency

Page A6 - The Patriot - July 3, 2020 OPINION

Thomas
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Must Stand

President Ronald Reagan's 
Address to the Nation on 

Independence Day, 
July 4, 1986
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State Police urge motorists to drive smart, safe, sober
RICHMOND – With Vir-

ginia having moved into Phase 
Three of Governor Northam’s 
COVID-19 guidelines, the Vir-
ginia State Police is encourag-
ing everyone to plan ahead for 
their celebratory travel plans 
this coming holiday weekend. 

 “Summer days are filled with 
celebration, including vacations, 
outdoor festivals and backyard 
cookouts, but no matter where 
your plans take you, please 
make safety your priority,” said 
Colonel Gary T. Settle, Virgin-
ia State Police Superintendent. 

“Regardless of the distance 
you’re traveling this week – 
across the country or around the 
corner – remember to buckle up, 
eliminate distractions and never 
drive buzzed or drunk. If we all 
do our small part, we increase 
everyone’s chances of having a 
safer holiday weekend.”

 As part of its ongoing efforts 
to increase safety and reduce 
traffic fatalities on Virginia’s 
highways during the coming 
holiday weekend, Virginia State 
Police will increase patrols from 
12:01 a.m. Friday (July 3, 2020) 

through midnight Sunday (July 
5, 2020) as part of the Operation 
Crash Awareness Reduction 
Effort (C.A.R.E.). Operation 
C.A.R.E. is a state-sponsored, 
national program intended to 
reduce crashes, fatalities and in-
juries due to impaired driving, 
speed and failing to wear a seat 
belt. 

 During last year’s three-day 
Independence Day Operation 
C.A.R.E initiative, Virginia 
troopers arrested 79 drunk driv-
ers. In addition, state troopers 
cited 5,517 speeders and 1,774 

reckless drivers, issued 742 in-
dividuals for failing to obey the 
law and buckle up. During the 
three-day July 4, 2019 holiday 
counting period, there were 
seven traffic deaths on Virginia 
highways.

 If planning to drink alcohol 
at a July 4 function, plan ahead 
and arrange a designated driver, 
use a rideshare service or taxi, 
or utilize public transportation 
to be certain you get home safe-
ly.  Party hosts are encouraged 
to serve non-alcoholic beverage 
options, and to help prevent any 

guests from drinking and driv-
ing home from their event.

 
With increased holiday pa-

trols, Virginia State Police also 
reminds drivers of Virginia’s 
“Move Over” law, which re-
quires motorists to move over 
when approaching an emergen-
cy vehicle stopped alongside the 
road. If unable to move over, 
then drivers are required to 
cautiously pass the emergency 
vehicle. The law also applies to 
workers in vehicles equipped 
with amber lights.

FRESH In...
Early apples, S.C. peaches, Georgia vine 

ripened tomatoes, Heirloom tomatoes, sweet 
cantaloupe and watermelon. Beautiful hanging 

baskets are still available.
We Appreciate Your Business!

T.A. Produce
Route 11, Dublin

674-4233
Open 9-6,

Closed Sunday

was unjust and early in his career, 
tried to abolish slavery in Virginia 
and prohibit the introduction of 
slavery in new Western lands. 

The woke philistines who are 
targeting him are incapable of 
thought or discernment and want 
to jettison much of the country's 
heritage. A historian once said, "If 
Jefferson was wrong, America is 
wrong." Those who want to grind 
his memory to dust clearly accept 
both parts of that formulation -- 
and indict not just Jefferson, but 
the America he helped define.

Rich Lowry is editor of the 
National Review.

Continued from Page A6
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for what is most valuable to man, his right to self-government. 
Laboring always at the same oar, with some wave ever ahead 
threatening to overwhelm us and yet passing harmless . . . we 
rowed through the storm with heart and hand . . . .'' It was their 
last gift to us, this lesson in brotherhood, in tolerance for each 
other, this insight into America's strength as a nation. And when 
both died on the same day within hours of each other, that date 
was July 4th, 50 years exactly after that first gift to us, the Dec-
laration of Independence.

My fellow Americans, it falls to us to keep faith with them and 
all the great Americans of our past. Believe me, if there's one im-
pression I carry with me after the privilege of holding for 5\1/2\ 
years the office held by Adams and Jefferson and Lincoln, it is 
this: that the things that unite us -- America's past of which we're 
so proud, our hopes and aspirations for the future of the world 
and this much-loved country -- these things far outweigh what 
little divides us. And so tonight we reaffirm that Jew and gen-
tile, we are one nation under God; that black and white, we are 
one nation indivisible; that Republican and Democrat, we are all 
Americans. Tonight, with heart and hand, through whatever trial 
and travail, we pledge ourselves to each other and to the cause 
of human freedom, the cause that has given light to this land and 
hope to the world.

My fellow Americans, we're known around the world as a con-
fident and a happy people. Tonight there's much to celebrate and 
many blessings to be grateful for. So while it's good to talk about 
serious things, it's just as important and just as American to have 
some fun. Now, let's have some fun -- let the celebration begin!

Continued from Page A6

Fourth
many statues glorifying Confed-
erate generals for "fighting against 
us." 

"I've been out here since Day 1," 
Swann said. "We've been seeing 
the younger people out here, just 
coming and constantly march-
ing and asking for change. And 
now finally the change is coming 
about." 

Flatbed trucks and other equip-
ment were spotted Wednesday at 
several other monuments as well. 
The city has roughly a dozen Con-
federate statues on municipal land, 
including one of Confederate Gen. 
J.E.B. Stuart. Mayor Stoney said 
it will take several days to remove 
them.

The mayor said he also is mov-
ing quickly because he is con-
cerned that people could be hurt 
trying to take down the gigantic 
statues themselves. In Portsmouth 

last month, a man was seriously 
injured when protesters tried to 
pull down a Confederate statue.

"Failing to remove the statues 
now poses a severe, immediate 
and growing threat to public safe-
ty," he said, noting that hundreds 
of demonstrators have held pro-
tests in the city for 33 consecutive 
days.

Stoney said the removal of the 
statues is "long overdue" and 
sends a message that the city of 
Richmond — the onetime capital 
of the Confederacy — is no longer 
a place with symbols of oppression 
and white supremacy.

Stoney's move came on the day 
a new state law took effect grant-
ing control of the monuments to 
the city. The law outlines a remov-
al process that would take at least 
60 days to unfold.

Continued from Page A5

Statue Judge denies 
ACLU's request 
to bar irritant 
use by police

RICHMOND, Va. (AP) — A 
judge has denied an emergency 
request by lawyers from Virgin-
ia's branch of the American Civil 
Liberties Union to bar police from 
using chemical irritants or other 
devices to disperse protesters.

Richmond Circuit Judge Beverly 
Snukals wrote in a seven-page or-
der Tuesday that granting ACLU's 
request would bring an "unwanted 
intrusion" into the work of law en-
forcement, and interfere with their 
ability to do their jobs, news outlets 
reported. 

The ruling comes a day after 
Snukals heard arguments from 
ACLU attorneys representing the 
organizers in the Virginia Student 
Power Network, and city attorneys 
who argued against the order.

The ACLU will "continue to fight 
in court to bring justice to people 
who are speaking out against sys-
temic, anti-Black racism by con-
tinuing to pursue this lawsuit," the 
organization said.
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The grand opening ceremony 
included comments delivered re-
motely by Grupo Phoenix CEO 
Alberto Peisach, and from Carlos 
Tapias, USA Country Manager 
for Phoenix.

In his comments, Peisach had 
praise for the company’s employ-
ees in Dublin and reviewed the 
history of the company’s impres-
sive growth; “Through resilience, 
hard work, sweat, and persistence 
we succeed to be here where we 
are today”. 

He noted when Phoenix first 
opened here the company only 
wanted 50,000 square feet. 

In his remarks, Tapias recalled 
his first visit to Pulaski County in 
2009 when the company began to 
consider Dublin for its new pro-
duction facility.

He said he recalled first seeing 
the building the company now re-
fers to Plant 1. 

“It was only 110,000 square 
feet. I told Alberto, ‘the building 
is great, but it is very big.’ He told 

me, ‘we will soon grow out of 
space.’ He was right. Then came 
Plant 2 and then the new plant in 
Arizona. Today, Phoenix USA 
has grown to 760,000 square feet 
in less than 10 years.”

“This has been in a nutshell the 
dynamic of our history,” Tapias 
said. 

Peisach emphasized his appre-
ciation for the opportunities of 
growth in the US. “The United 
States is the greatest country in 
the world, where the market is 
almost infinite, and if you work 
hard, one can grow…. A growth 
and market we had never imag-
ined.”

Remarks from both were filled 
with appreciation for the Grupo 
Phoenix team and encourage-
ment for the promising future of 
a fast-growing innovative com-
pany. Peisach said, “I want to 
wrap by saying that the best is yet 
to come for all of those that are as 
committed to the company as we 
are to you.”

Continued from Page A1

Phoenix

Phoenix Packaging photo
The new 250,000 square foot expansion at Phoenix Packaging in Dublin is visible in the foreground.

Phoenix Packaging photo
Phoenix employees practice social distancing during the grand opening ceremony inside the new 
facility.

Mike Williams photo
Carlos Tapias, USA Country Manager for Phoenix, and his son 
Nicolas cut a ribbon leading to the entrance of the expanded fa-
cility.

Mike Williams photo
The expansion will house production and warehouse operations 
as well as printing and sleeving, offices and employee dressing 
rooms and breakroom.
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Holy Cow 1801 Wysor Road 
(Rt. 100 South)

Exit 89A From I-81
Draper, VA.  24324

540-250-1775

Home, Garden & Gifts,
Vintage, Primitives & New

Unique & One Of A Kind Pieces
Closed Fridays.  Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sundays 1-5 p.m.

Antiques, Gardens and 
Great Finds

Watch For
Our Reopening.

We'll See You Soon!

Belle

U.S. adds 4.8 million jobs, jobless rate at 11.1%
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 

employers added a substantial 
4.8 million jobs in June, and the 
unemployment rate fell to 11.1%, 
as the job market improved for 
a second straight month yet still 
remained far short of regaining 
the colossal losses it suffered this 
spring.

The nation has now recovered 
roughly one-third of the 22 mil-
lion jobs it lost to the pandemic 
recession. And with confirmed 
coronavirus cases spiking across 
the Sun Belt states, a range of 
evidence suggests that a job mar-
ket recovery may be stalling. In 
those states and elsewhere, some 
restaurants, bars and other retail-
ers that had re-opened are being 
forced to close again.

The re-closings are keeping 
layoffs elevated: The number of 
Americans who sought unem-
ployment benefits barely fell last 
week to 1.47 million. Though 
that weekly figure has declined 
steadily since peaking in late 
March, it's still more than dou-
ble the pre-pandemic peak set 
in 1982. And the total number of 
people receiving jobless aid re-
mains at a sizable 19 million.

California has re-closed bars, 
theaters and indoor restaurant 
dining across most of the state. 
Florida has also re-closed bars 
and beaches. Texas has reversed 
some of its efforts to reopen its 
economy. New York has paused 
its plans to allow indoor dining.

Credit and debit card data 
tracked by JPMorgan Chase 
show that consumers reduced 
their spending last week after 
having increased it steadily in 
late April and May. The rever-
sal has occurred both in states 
that have reported surges in 
COVID-19 and in less affected 
states, said Jesse Edgerton, an 
economist at J.P. Morgan.

Nationwide, card spending fell 
nearly 13% last week compared 
with a year ago. That's worse 
than the previous week, when 
year-over-year card spending had 
fallen just under 10%. 

And Kronos, which produces 
time management software, has 
found that in the past two weeks, 
growth in the number of shifts 
worked has slowed in the South-
east and is now rising at just half 
the rate of the Northeast.

"The pace of recovery is start-
ing to slow," said Dave Gilbert-
son, an executive at Kronos. "We 
are expecting to see more of a 
plateauing over the next couple 
of months."

Thursday's jobs report is based 

on data gathered in the second 
week of June, which helps ex-
plain why the figures reflect an 
improving trend. Last week's pla-
teau in work shifts will instead 
affect the July jobs figures, to be 
released in early August. 

McDonald's has paused its re-
opening efforts nationwide, and 
Apple says it will re-close 30 
more of its U.S. stores, on top of 
47 that it had already shut down 
for a second time.

Economists have long warned 
that the economic benefits of 
allowing businesses to reopen 
would prove short-lived if the vi-
rus wasn't brought under control. 
Until most Americans feel con-
fident enough to dine out, trav-
el, shop or congregate in groups 
without fear of infection, restau-
rants, hotels and retailers will 
lack enough customer demand to 
justify rehiring all their previous 
workers. 

Still, some bright spots in the 
economy have emerged in recent 
weeks. Manufacturers expand-
ed in June after three months of 
shrinking, the Institute for Sup-
ply Management, a trade group, 
said Wednesday. New orders are 
flowing in, and factories are add-
ing more jobs, the ISM said.

And record-low mortgage 
rates are encouraging more 
home buyers. Purchases of new 

homes rose sharply in May. And 
a measure of signed contracts to 
buy existing homes soared by a 

record amount, a sign that sales 
should rebound after falling for 
three straight months.

Northam moves to 
keep limits on bars

RICHMOND, Va. (AP) — 
Virginia Gov. Ralph Northam 
is taking a late step to keep peo-
ple from gathering at bars as the 
state prepares to enter Phase 3 of 
its reopening amid the coronavi-
rus pandemic. 

The governor said Tuesday 
the state's restaurants will not 
be allowed to fully reopen their 
bars as previously planned. He 
announced the decision Tuesday 
afternoon, a day before the state 
was set to allow people to con-
gregate at bars as long as they 
practiced social distancing. In-
stead, restaurants can continue 
to operate under Phase 2 restric-
tions, which allows limited table 
service in bar areas but generally 
prohibits sitting at bar counters.

Virginia does not allow estab-
lishments to only serve alcohol, 
they all must serve food. 

Northam's office said the deci-

sion to keep stricter rules on bars 
was made because of a spike in 
virus cases in other states that 
have reopened earlier than Vir-
ginia. Over the past few days, 
states such as Florida, Arizona, 
Texas and California have closed 
or otherwise clamped down on 
bars, shut beaches, rolled back 
restaurant capacity, and put lim-
its on crowds at pools.

"I am watching what is hap-
pening in other states — we are 
taking a cautious approach as we 
enter Phase 3 and maintaining 
the current restrictions on bar 
areas," Northam said in a state-
ment. 

Eric Terry, president of the 
Virginia, Lodging and Travel 
Association, said bars are a ma-
jor profit maker for restaurants 
and keeping them closed longer 
will hurt the industry's bottom 

See NORTHAM, page A10
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• Auto
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540-443-3900
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www.bishopins.net

line. The late notice will also 
hurt, he said, as restaurants will 
now have to scramble to adjust 
their staff and inventory. 

"I don't understand why it was 
done so late," Terry said. 

Under Phase 3, restaurants and 
nonessential retail stores no lon-
ger have to limit indoor capacity 
to 50% of what their space can 
hold but would still have to keep 
customers 6 feet (2 meters) apart. 

Gyms can go from 30% capac-
ity to 75%, and social gatherings 
of up to 250 people are allowed. 
Outdoor swimming pools can 
operate with fewer restrictions at 
75% their normal capacity. 

The Virginia Department 
of Health on Tuesday report-
ed nearly 63,000 total cases of 
COVID-19, with just over 6,200 
total hospitalizations and 1,760 

deaths. 

In explaining his decision to 
move forward with reopening, 
Northam said recently the state's 
percent of positive tests was de-
clining and cited a falling num-
ber of people hospitalized with 
positive or pending cases of 
COVID-19. He also said Virgin-
ia's testing, contact tracing and 
supply of personal protective 
equipment were adequate, and 
that hospitals have sufficient bed 
capacity.

For most people, the new coro-
navirus causes mild or moderate 
symptoms that clear up within 
weeks. For some, especially old-
er adults and those with existing 
health problems, it can cause 
more severe illness and even be 
fatal. 

Continued from Page A9

Northam

Volvo recognized for waste reduction efforts
Volvo Group North America 

recently received a U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy (DOE) Better 
Plants Better Practice Award for 
preventing and reducing waste at 
several North American facili-
ties. The Volvo Group was cho-
sen among a record number of 
applicants to receive the honor.

 The Better Practice Award is 
presented to partners for innova-
tive and industry-leading accom-
plishments in implementing and 
promoting practices, principles 
and procedures of energy man-
agement.

The Volvo Group implemented 
several initiatives at its facilities 
to help the company work toward 
landfill-free status. Currently, 
four U.S. manufacturing facili-
ties are certified landfill-free, in-
cluding the New River Valley fa-
cility in Dublin, Virginia, where 
all Volvo truck models for North 
America are assembled; Lehigh 
Valley Operations in Macungie, 
Pennsylvania, where all Mack 
heavy-duty models for North 
America and export are assem-
bled; Middletown Remanufac-
turing, Middletown, Pennsylva-
nia; and the Volvo Construction 
Equipment facility in Shippens-
burg, Pennsylvania.

 “Reducing and eliminating 
landfill waste is imperative to 
helping protect our greatest re-
source – the environment,” said 
Rick Robinson, Volvo Group 
North America director of 
Health, Safety and Environment. 
“We are pleased that our efforts 
were recognized by the DOE’s 
Better Buildings, Better Plants 
program, and we hope to contin-
ue moving toward landfill-free at 
all of the Volvo Group’s North 
American facilities.”

 In addition to the facilities al-
ready certified, the Volvo Group 
has three other sites that are in 
the 12-month certification pro-
cess for landfill-free status. They 
include the Central Distribution 
Center, Memphis, Tennessee; 
Volvo Group Powertrain Oper-
ations, Hagerstown, Maryland; 
and the Charlotte Remanufactur-
ing facility in Charlotte, North 
Carolina.

 The Volvo Group began work-
ing toward landfill-free status at 
its North American sites by con-
ducting multiple studies to iden-
tify reduction opportunities and 
developed plant-level initiatives 
to facilitate waste reduction, re-
use and recycling. 

 The Volvo Group also bench-

marked itself against peer 
companies in the manufactur-
ing industry to determine best 
practices and created the Land-
fill-Free Facilities Operational 
Waste Directive to establish a 
definition for landfill-free (less 
than 1% of operational waste sent 
to landfill) and create a process 
for facilities to achieve Volvo 
Group landfill-free certification. 

 The certification process in-
cludes the documentation and 
mapping of all waste types, im-
plementation of waste reduction, 
reuse and recycling program and 
sustaining landfill-free status for 
a minimum of 12 months. Certi-
fied sites must apply to the Vol-
vo Group Environmental Com-
mittee for re-certification every 
three years.

 “Better Plants partners are 
implementing innovative energy 
efficiency solutions in the indus-
trial space that are cutting costs 
and energy use, and the Bet-
ter Practice and Better Project 
awards honor their leadership,” 
said Valri Lightner, deputy di-
rector, Advanced Manufacturing 
Office, DOE.

 The Volvo Group participates 
in the DOE’s Better Buildings, 
Better Plants Challenge, which 

asks companies to commit to re-
ducing energy consumption by 
25% in 10 years. Since re-pledg-
ing the challenge in 2015, the 
Volvo Group has improved en-
ergy performance at 14 of its 
U.S. facilities by 23.4% versus a 
2014 baseline. The Volvo Group 
has improved its performance by 
more than 50% since joining the 
challenge in 2012.

 The Volvo Group drives 
prosperity through transport 
solutions, offering trucks, bus-
es, financing and services that 

increase customer uptime and 
productivity. Founded in 1927, 
the Volvo Group is committed 
to shaping the future landscape 
of sustainable transport and in-
frastructure solutions. The Vol-
vo Group is headquartered in 
Gothenburg, Sweden, employs 
104,000 people and serves cus-
tomers in more than 190 markets. 
In 2019, net sales amounted to 
about $45.7 billion. Volvo shares 
are listed on Nasdaq Stockholm. 
For more information, please 
visit www.volvogroup.com.   

Public Service Authority Announcement
All large items drop-sites will be closed on Saturday, July 4th.

On going:
Alcohol Anonymous meet Mondays at 8 p.m. (closed meeting); 

Wednesday (noon) and Thursday at 8 p.m. (open meetings) at Pulas-
ki Presbyterian Church of America located at 975 Memorial Drive. 
Contact number is 540-440-0066. Note: At present time masks are 
required and social distancing observed.

Pulaski Al-Anon Family Group (a support group for friends and 
families of alcoholics) meet every Monday night at 8 p.m. at Pulas-
ki Presbyterian Church of America located at 975 Memorial Drive. 
Contact number 540-818-0621. Note: At present time masks are re-
quired and social distancing is observed.

PULSE
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Rhubarbs on the Diamond
The legionary Red Barber 

was a radio broadcaster for the 
Brooklyn Dodgers and later 
the New York Yankees that 
first used rhubarbs in describ-
ing fights. I had in a previous 
column stated that there would 
not likely be MLB this year. It 
appears that it may in fact be 
a reality after all. There have 
been some rule changes for a 
proposed 60-game format and 
one rule that stood out to me was 
there was to be no fighting. This 
is to no doubt to keep the social 
distancing in effect on account of 
the ongoing pandemic. I played 
sports in high school and college 
and have seen fights often break 
out about as fast as you hear 
thunder and the lighting bolt 
has already occurred (the speed 
of light is much faster than the 

speed of sound). I have always 
enjoyed the game of baseball 
both as a participant and a fan. I 
feel it is wishful thinking to see 
a ban on fighting in baseball or 
any other sport for that matter.   

In my youth growing up and 
through the teen age years and 
into young adulthood, I loved 
the game of baseball. It was 
then as American as in the TV 
commercial, “baseball, hotdogs, 
apple pie and Chevrolet.” Today, 
I like to watch the game and 
miss being able to turn on the 
TV or go to see them as the Yan-
kees at Calfee Park. I related in 
the column a couple weeks back 
to tell of some of the summer 
leagues that I watched the game 
and later participated in. One 
stood out in particular in which 
a fight broke out.  

Back then there were teams at 
about every “Wide Place in the 
Road” that most likely had an 
area post office. At the intersec-
tion of VA 100 and Rte. 42 was 
a country store and the US Post 
Office that was in Giles County, 
but served the people of Little 
Walker Creek. On down the 
road (VA 100) was Staffords-
ville. Going up 42 toward Bland 
were Mechanicsburg; Crandon; 
Hollybrook and No Business. 
On 42 was also the BCF (Bland 
Correctional Farm) where minor 
offensive inmates were kept. We 
played them occasionally but 
only on their home field as they 
were not allowed to travel to an 
area where escape was possible. 

I played for more than one 
team during this time and names 
of players and managers are not 
given their real identify. The 
manager of the team I was play-
ing for had a son become of age 
at a local high school and was 
their catcher and became ours as 
well on the weekends when we 
played other area teams. He tried 
to talk our present catcher (call 
him Clarence) to play second 
and he tried but soon quit as he 

argued that he could not play 
this position. We were at BCF 
just starting a game with the 
inmates and Clarence came on 
the scene and started an argu-
ment with our manager (call him 
Raymond) and was a little on the 
tipsy side as the smell of liquor 
was in the air. He (Clarence) 
grabbed a bat and with a glanc-
ing blow caused a cut over Ray-
mond’s left eye. They were some 
blows of retaliation by Raymond 
before others pulled them apart. 
The Captain of BCF was soon 
on the scene being a spectator 
there as well. He admonished 
the inebriated intruder and said, 
“You had best leave this place as 
we have special places for people 
like you.” He, (Clarence) and 
his brother left and they later 
formed another team that I may 
give in a later column. I hope to 
continue with other occasional 
baseball stories of area baseball 
leagues along with “Woods, 
Water and Wildlife” episodes. 

From the above story, in life’s 
game we, (as a Christians,) may 
see ourselves involved in a battle 
without our own choosing. Ephe-
sians 6:12(KJV) relates, “For 
we wrestle not against flesh and 
blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rul-
ers of the darkness of this world, 
against spiritual wickedness in 
high places.” I Peter 5:8(KJV), 
“Be sober, be vigilant; because 
your adversary the devil, as a 
roaring lion, walketh about seek-
ing whom he may devour.”

Until next time 

Ratcliff 
named to 
lead girls 
basketball 
at PCHS

Pulaski County High School 
is pleased to announce the hir-
ing of Scott Ratcliff as the new 
varsity girls basketball coach.

Ratcliff has led the high-
ly successful Pulaski County 
Wolves AAU program for the 
last 16 years.

Ratcliff takes over a program 
that is coming off a State Run-
ner-Up finish in 2019 and a Re-
gion Championship this past 
season.

"We are excited to have Scott 
Ratcliff leading our girls basket-
ball program, Scott has worked 
with many of the girls currently 
on our middle school and high 
school teams, we feel this will 
help to make for a smooth tran-
sition" says Scott Vest, PCHS 
Athletic Director.

Coach Ratcliff is a lifelong 
resident of Pulaski County 
where his wife Jennifer is a 
teacher at Critzer Elementary.

Woods, 
Water &
Wildlife

W.A. "Doc"
Davis

No minor league ball this summer
NEW YORK (AP) — Baseball's minor 

leagues canceled their seasons Tuesday 
because of the coronavirus pandemic, and 
the head of their governing body said more 
than half of the 160 teams were in danger 
of failing without government assistance or 
private equity injections.

The National Association of Professional 
Baseball Leagues, the minor league govern-
ing body founded in September 1901, made 
the long-expected announcement. The mi-
nors had never missed a season.

"We are a fans-in-the-stands business. We 
don't have national TV revenues," National 
Association president Pat O'Conner said 
during a digital news conference. "There 
was a conversation at one point: Well, can 
we play without fans? And that was one 
of the shortest conversations in the last six 
months. It just doesn't make any sense."

O'Conner estimated 85-90% of revenue 
was related to ticket money, concessions, 
parking and ballpark advertising. The mi-
nors drew 41.5 million fans last year for 176 
teams in 15 leagues, averaging 4,044 fans 

per game.
MLB teams are planning for a 60-game 

regular season and most of their revenue 
will derive from broadcast money.

"I had a conversation with the commis-
sioner, and we weren't unable to find a path 
that allowed us to play games," O'Conner 
said. "It wasn't an acrimonious decision on 
our part."

O'Conner said many minor league teams 
had received money through the federal 
Paycheck Protection Program Flexibility 
Act. 

"That was a Band-Aid on a hemorrhaging 
industry," he said. "Many of our clubs have 
gone through one, two, maybe three rounds 
of furloughs. In our office here, we've had 
varying levels of pay cuts between senior 
management, staff, and we've furloughed 
some individuals, as well, and are just about 
to enter in a second round of furloughs."

He hopes for passage of  H.R. 7023, which 
would provide $1 billion in 15-year federal 
loans from the Federal Reserve to business-
es that had 2019 revenue of $35 million or 

less and "have contractual obligations for 
making lease, rent, or bond payments for 
publicly owned sports facilities, museums, 
and community theaters."

In addition, the Professional Baseball 
Agreement between the majors and minors 
expires Sept.. 30, and MLB has proposed 
reducing the minimum affiliates from 160 
to 120. 

"There's no question that what the pan-
demic has done is made us somewhat weaker 
economically," O'Conner said. "I don't think 
it's challenged our resolve. I don't think it's 
impacted our desire to stick together and get 
a good deal."

There have not been substantive talks for 
about six weeks.

"There are very many teams that are not 
liquid, not solvent, not able to proceed un-
der normal circumstances, and these are 
anything but normal circumstances given 
the PBA and the uncertainty of the future 
for some of these ballclubs," O'Conner said. 
"So I think the coronavirus has really cut 

See MINORS, page B2

Calfee Park 
Baseball has 
summer fun 
in store

Following the Appalachian 
League’s announcement regard-
ing an indefinite delay to the 
2020 season, Calfee Park Base-
ball, Inc. released the following 
preliminary events schedule for 
the summer.

Event times will vary. Fans 
are encouraged to visit the Pu-
laski Yankees Facebook page 
for specific information about 
each event, including times and 
ticketing information. All tick-
ets will be General Admission.

July 2-5: NET Elite youth 
baseball tournament

July 3: Independence Day 
fireworks celebration presented 
by A-1 Heating & Cooling

July 9-12: NET Elite youth 
baseball tournament

July 13-16: Radford High-
lander youth baseball camp

July 17: A League of Their 
Own Movie Night presented 
by Star Country 94.9, Q99, and 
K92

July 19: First Responders 
Cookout and fireworks show 
presented by Shively Electric 
(open to the public)

July 23: Beach Bash w/ live 
music presented by Member 
One FCU

See CALFEE, page B2
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into many clubs' ability to make 
it. And I think that we're looking 
at without some government in-
tervention, without doing some-
thing to take on equity partners, 
you might be looking at half of 
the 160 who are going to have se-
rious problems."

MLB already has told clubs to 
retain expanded 60-player pools, 
of which 30 players can be active 
during the first two weeks of the 
season starting in late July.

Conner said the financial im-

pact of the pathogen might ex-
tend until 2023.

"As serious as the threat from 
Major League Baseball was," 
O'Conner said, "this threat from 
the coronavirus, it transcends 
any list that anybody wants to 
make with respect to the possi-
bility of teams not being around 
in the future."

___
More AP MLB: https://apnews.

com/MLB and https://twitter.
com/AP_Sports

Continued from Page B1

Minors

July 30 - August 2: NET Elite 
youth baseball tournament

August 3-5: Impact Baseball 
youth tournament

August 7: Jared Stout concert 
presented by Star Country 94.9, 
Q99, and K92

August 7-9: Radford High-
lander team baseball camp

August 11-13: Virginia Cardi-
nals youth baseball tournament

August 14-16: Dynamic Base-
ball youth tournament

August 15: Second Annual 
Pulaski Yankees 5K presented by 
Shelor Toyota

August 20: Pulaski County 
Chamber of Commerce Business 
Expo w/ One Eyed Jack concert 

(open to the public)

August 21-23: Radford High-
lander team baseball camp

August 28: Movie Night pre-
sented by Collision Plus

August 29-30: Radford High-
lander prospect camp

September 6-7: Radford 
Highlander prospect camp

September 12-13: NET Elite 
youth baseball tournament

September 19-20: SWVA 
Elite youth baseball tournament

October 3-4: SWVA Elite 
youth baseball tournament

Note: The event schedule is 
subject to change and additional 
events may be added.

Continued from Page B1
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Calfee Park to host 6-week 
co-ed adult softball league

The Pulaski Yankees today 
announced they will be hosting 
a co-ed adult softball league at 
Motor Mile Field at Calfee Park 
this summer. The league, spon-
sored by Collision Plus, will be-
gin on July 20 and run for six 
weeks with games played each 
Monday evening at the Minor 
League Baseball ballpark.

 “As we continue to await a fi-
nal decision regarding our 2020 
season, we know hosting Minor 
League Baseball this summer is 
increasingly unlikely,” said Pu-
laski Yankees General Manager 
Betsy Haugh. “We remain com-
mitted to being a great entertain-
ment venue for our fans, and this 
softball league is a fun way for 
us to engage our community this 
summer.”

 Registration is now open for 
the six-team league, with spots 
reserved on a first-come, first-
served basis; the first six teams 
to pay the $650 registration fee 
will be granted admission into 
the league. Teams must have a 
minimum of 10 players and can 
have no more than 14 on their 
rosters. As a co-ed league, teams 
are required to have both male 
and female players on the field at 
all times. 

 All teams are guaranteed to 
play at least five (5) games, with 

the top four teams advancing to 
the championship tournament to 
be held on August 31, 2020. Ad-
mission to the games is free for 
fans, and the Calfee Park conces-
sion stands (“Calf-E’s Kitchen”) 
will be open to serve a limited 
menu, including beer.

 
To view the complete list of 

rules and to register for the Cal-
fee Park Adult Softball League 
presented by Collision Plus, 
teams can click here or visit pu-
laskiyankees.net. 

 
League Schedule:
Games played at 5:30p, 6:45p, 

and 8p each Monday
 Regular season: July 20, July 

27, August 10, August 17, and 
August 24

Championship tournament: 
August 31LEGAL NOTICES
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FOR RENT
Historic log cabin for rent on Robinson Tract Road.  Former grocery 
store.  Possible uses include office space, craft/gift shop, small 
farm and garden supplies, fabric, sewing and knitting supplies, 
photography studio, computer repair shop, etc. Rent is negotiable.  
Contact 804-530-4690.

30+ Years
Of Friendly
Professional

Service
(540) 980-1117

Corner of 5th Street & Washington Ave., Pulaski
Wayne McGlothlin, Broker   616-4587

Phyllis Hetherington  320-7278, Associate Broker    
Pat Farmer 320-4698      Debbie Radcliffe 629-4761   

SERVICING THE ENTIRE NEW RIVER VALLEY & CLAYTOR LAKE
RESIDENTIAL. COMMERCIAL. PROPERTY MANAGEMENT.

THINKING OF A CAREER CHANGE? COME WORK WITH THE HOMETOWN TEAM

hometownpulaski@gmail.com

Home Town Realty

List Your Real Estate For Sale With Me
• 51 Years of Experience. 

• Principle Broker at McCraw Real Estate 
in Radford. 

• Top Producer. 
• Knows Real Estate Values. 

• State Licensed Auctioneer for 37 Years.  
 • Thousand of Homes Sold. 

I can sell your Home, Farm or 
Land for you! 

REALTOR and Member of New River Val-
ley Multiple Listing Service. I offer the Best 
Real Estate Service you can find.  Call me! 
Terry McCraw today at (540) 320-5200.
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YARD SALES
Garage Sale

Fri., July 3,  8 a.m. - ?
3340 Va. Heights Drive, Pulaski

Yard Sale
Fri. – Mon., July 3,4,5,6   9 a.m. - ?

1109 Lee Highway, Pulaski
Variety of items

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE:

House For Sale – 143 16th St. 
N.E., Pulaski. On the corner of 
16th St. and Randolph Ave., as is. 
For more information call 540-
616-6108 or 540-980-5620.

1 burial plot in Highland Memo-
ry Gardens, Dublin, Va. located 
in the Four Gospels section 151 
C4, $1,000 and $195 transfer fee. 
Call 540-616-9355.

4 burial plots together, Highland 
Memory Gardens, Dublin, Va. 
$1,000 each, market price $1,700 
plus, each, call 540-639-6469.

2 burial plots in Highland Mem-
ory Gardens, Dublin, Va., call 
540-230-5654.

HELP WANTED:

Offering Free Rent/Utilities year-

round: Immediate openings for 
Men & Women attendants for the 
Warming Station in Pulaski. In 
exchange for caring for our home-
less guests throughout the winter 
season, when temperatures are 
40 degrees or below. Call 276-
620-4293 for more information.

FOR SALE:  
MISCELLANEOUS

Rocking Horse with springs, 
black and white, 36”long – 32” 
high – 18”wide, $20;  35 ft. corru-
gated drain pipe solid, $25;  Ker-
osene heater Dyna-Glo 23,000 
BTU, $20 used one winter;  Sep-
tic tank riser with lid 2 ft. high, 
diameter 2 ft., Comes in 4 sec-
tions – each  6” high, $40. Call 
540-307-5388 (Dublin).
Assorted chocolate molds, some 
very large and unique, Packaging 
supplies, digital scale, bows etc. 
Come see make an offer. Great 

for hobby or money maker. Re-
tired now! Call 276-686-0168.

Collection of LP records 33 RPM 
(Lot of 75) in jackets, basic coun-
try, Statler Brothers, Christmas 
etc. $75, call 540-980-3581 and 
leave a message.

21- Old vintage rods and reels, 
call 540-250-6210 for more in-
formation.

7 cu. ft. Compost Wizard com-
post tumbler. New $179.99. Used 
one summer $50, call 540-980-
4570.
Boat – 14 ft. 6 in. long – Heavy 
duty with semi-V bottom; 2 out-
board motors, 15HP and9.9HP 
with trailer; 2 trolling motors; 
depth finder in great condition, 
call 540-980-4064 for details.

FAIR HOUSING NOTICE:

We are pledged to the letter and 
spirit of Virginia's policy for 
achieving equal housing oppor-
tunity throughout the Common-
wealth.
We encourage and support adver-
tising and marketing programs in 
which there are no barriers to ob-
taining housing because of race, 
color, religion, national origin, 
sex, elderliness, familial status 
or handicap.
For more information or to file a 
housing complaint, call the Vir-
ginia Housing Office at (804) 
367-8530; toll-free call (888) 551-
3247.
For hearing-impaired, call (804) 
367-9753. E-mail fairhousing@
dpor.virginia.gov.

AUCTIONS 

Two Real Estate Auctions! 4 Acres 
Improvement Matthews, Va. July 
15, 1PM. 27 Acres Log Home Im-
provements South Hill, Va. July 18, 
11AM. WWW.CARWILEAUC-
TIONS.COM VAAR392 (434) 
547-9100

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Ad-
vertise your upcoming auctions 
statewide and in other states.  Af-
fordable Print and Digital Solutions 
reaching your target audiences. 
Call this paper or Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Vinyl Replacement Double Hung 
Window $249* Installed w/Free 
Trim Wrap. Call 804-739-8207. 
Siding, Roofing and More!

ATTN. CONTRACTORS: Adver-

tise your business statewide and in 
other states. Affordable Print and 
Digital Solutions to reach Home-
owners. Call Landon Clark at Vir-
ginia Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net 

REAL ESTATE 

ATTN. REALTORS:  Advertise 
your listings regionally or state-
wide. Affordable Print and Digi-
tal Solutions that get results! Call 
Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576, landonc@
vpa.net

SERVICES

D I V O R C E - U n c o n t e s t e d , 
$395+$86 court cost. WILLS 
$195.00. No court appearance. 
Estimated completion time twen-
ty-one days. Hilton Oliver, Attor-
ney (Facebook). 757-490-0126. 
Se Habla Espanol. BBB Member. 
https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.com.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS

Evaluating 
insurance 
needs

Dear Dave,
Last year I got a divorce. I’m 

32, a teacher and a single mom. 
I’m on Baby Step 2 right now, 
and I was wondering about life 
insurance. My son is only two, 
and if something happened to 
me, he would go to his father. His 
dad is in good shape financially 
and responsible with money, so 
how much life insurance should 
I have?

Christian
Dear Christian,
Well, you probably don’t need 

the full 10 to 12 times your in-
come like I recommend for most 
people. The only dependent you 
have is also dependent upon his 
dad. And from what you said, 
his father seems perfectly able to 
take care of him. 

I’d get a good term life policy 
equal to the amount that you’d 
like to supplement your son’s 
care. The good news is you can 
get a couple hundred thousand 
in life insurance at your age for 
practically nothing. 

If you get life insurance, make 
sure his dad—your ex—is not 
the beneficiary. The beneficiary 
should be a family trust, formed 
upon your death, and the money 
would go into that trust for the 
benefit of your child. You set the 
terms of the trust. It should not 
be controlled by your ex. In a 
divorce situation, I would never 
name someone I’m not willing to 
be married to the trustee of my 
money on behalf of my child.  

I’m so glad you’re thinking 
about these things, Christian. It 
shows you’re an intentional lady, 
a fine mom, and a good planner. 
Those traits will serve you and 

See DAVE, page B8
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Advertising Art
Advertising art is very popular 

today and prices keep rising. Col-
lectors want old examples with 
good graphics, recognized prod-
ucts and great condition. A small 
amount of restoration is OK. Any-
thing that mentions a product for 
sale is considered "advertising," 
even labels on bottles and cans. 
Most companies keep the look of 
their ads the same for many years. 
Hires Root Beer used a small child 
in a bib and a distinctive type-style 
for the word Hires. In 1915, they 
used the googly-eyed man called 
Josh Slinger, the soda jerk. He was 
indeed googly-eyed. But most of 
Hires ads had few pictures, just de-
scriptions of its health values or the 
good shape.

This tin sign, probably made 
in the 1920s, features an attrac-
tive flapper girl. She is enjoying 
a glass of Hires Root Beer. If you 
look closely, you can read the tiny 
word "good" before the slogan, 
"and it's always pure. Hires in 
bottles." Hires was developed by 
pharmacist Charles Hires in 1876, 
but root beer was already a known 
drink. He improved the taste of a 
health drink that was made with 
many herbs including sassafras 
oil, a plant root extract. In 1960, 
sassafras was banned because it 
contained a carcinogen. Later, they 
found a way to remove the harmful 
chemical and still preserve the fla-
vor, so it was still used.

Hires Root Beer was a leading 
drink, but the company has been 
bought and sold so often, the drink 
is now almost out of production. 
Old Hires advertising is hard to 
find today, but beware of the pot-
tery mug with a baby wearing a 

bib. Reproductions are easy to 
find.

CURRENT PRICES
Sandwich press, rectangular, 

square side handles and front top 
handle, flat plates, footed, 1930s, 
$10.

Garden table, rectangular glass 
top, scrolling concrete bases, iron 
mounts, 80 x 46 inches, $120.

Vase, Celadon, bottle shape, 
lobed, cranes, 10 x 4 inches, $300.

Apache, basket, coiled, stepped 
geometric pattern, checkerboard 
pattern, central circle, 15 inches, 
$640.

TIP: Don't wear jewelry when 
gardening, playing sports or work-
ing with tools. You may damage 
a stone or lose it. Even diamonds 
can chip or crack.

For more collecting news, tips 
and resources, visit www.Kovels.
com

This Hires tin sign, 21 x 15 inch-
es, was originally made without 
a frame. It sold recently at a 
Morphy auction for $960.

try putting out a few small 
bowls of water with a lemon 
slice. You can use it to rinse off 
your fingers as you eat or when 
you are done eating. It leaves 
hands with a nice smell, not a 
sticky smoky mess!

* "I love to spice up a simple 
dip by serving it in a green pep-
per. I just wash it and cut off the 
top. Then, I core it and spoon in 
the dip. The top can be set next 
to it and filled with extra dip, or 
just used as a garnish. ItÕs fun 
and makes an attractive presen-
tation." -- J.L. in New Mexico

Send your tips to Now 
Here's a Tip, 628 Virginia 
Drive, Orlando, FL 32803.

* Items in the freezer are 
more likely to get freezer burn 
if there's water present, so make 
sure you pat down or otherwise 
carefully drain meats, fruits and 
veggies before popping them in 
the freezer.

* "Nothing is more soothing 
-- and delicious -- than plain yo-
gurt on a sunburn. Slather it on 
thickly to sunburned skin, wait 
for about 15 minutes, and rinse 
off in room-temperature water. It 
feels much better afterward, and 
it gives immediate relief when it 
goes on cold." -- C.L. in Texas

* Save your tuna cans. You can 
use them to cook an egg over a 
campfire, or you can put one un-
der the legs of your camp table 
and add water. Ants wonÕt be 
able to climb up the legs of the 
table to get to your food.

* "If youÕve never used Skin-
So-Soft to repel mosquitoes, you 
should. It does an excellent job at 
that task and smells so good my 
whole family uses it. I also use it 
to wipe down the outside of my 
door to keep bugs from buzzing 
all over the entrance." -- A.A. in 
Florida

* If barbecue is on the menu, 

Big 10th Anniversary Sale
June 27 - July 4

Follow Us On Facebook To See New Fabrics 
Christmas Fabrics Arriving!

Now A Member - NRV Go Local Card
Honored Here

Ms. Audre's Fabrics
206 Main Street • Narrows, Va.

(540) 921-2042
Open 10-6 Tues. - Friday, 10-4 Saturday

Yard Sales
Are Free

In
The Patriot

Call 
540-808-3949

or email
ads@pcpatriot.com
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Draper Valley Baptist Church
3200 Lee Highway
Draper, Va. 24324

Pastor: Alan Pearce
Service Times:

Bible Study Sunday, 5 p.m.
Sunday Worship, 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening, 6 p.m.

Prayer Service, Wed. 6:30 p.m.
Phone: 980-1028

www.drapervalleybaptist.org

Grace Baptist Church
552 E. Main Street
Dublin, Va. 24084

Pastor: Doug Testerman
674-1762

Primary Services:
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Sunday worship

Sunday  Night Power Hour, 6 to 7 p.m.
Wednesday Night 7 to 8 p.m.

Grace Kids and Teens Bible Study

Open Door Baptist Church
4576 Miller Lane

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor: Rev. N.K. Howlett

Primary Services:
Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.

Worship, 11 a.m.
Wednesday Night, 7 p.m.

Phone: 980-2046

Draper United Methodist Church
3080 Greenbriar Road

Draper, VA 24324
Pastor: Mark Asbury

Primary Service Times:
Sunday School, 10 a.m.

Worship, 11 a.m.
Phone: 540-392-8016

Newbern Christian Church
Disciples of Christ

5183 Wilderness Road, Newbern
Rev. Denise and Ken Walker

540-440-8733

Christ Episcopal Church
144 North Washington Ave., Pulaski

Service: 10 a.m. every Sunday
Phone: 980-2413

Email: christ24301@gmail.com
www.christpulaski.dioswva.org

Jordan's Chapel UMC
Pastor: Rev. Becky Wheeler

Worship: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

Cecil's Chapel United Methodist Church
5801 Cecil's Chapel Road, 

Hiwassee, VA  24347
Pastor Mark Asbury

Worship service is 8:45am-9:45am
Sunday School is 10 - 10:45am

Ricky Dishon, 540 239 6360, www.facebook.
com/cecilschapel.umc

Newbern United Methodist Church
5155 Wilderness Road

Exit 98 off I-81 Newbern
Rev. Paige Wimberly

674-6111
Worship Services: 9:45 a.m.

Sunday School: 11 a.m.

Valley Harvest Ministries
1 Harvest Place

P.O. Box 458
Dublin, VA 24084

Senior Pastor Steve Willis 
Associate Pastors: 

Perry Slaughter, Elaine Wood, Derick Burton
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
Wednesday School 7 p.m. 

www.vhmdublin.org
540-674-4729

Mountain View United Methodist Church
6648 Wilderness Road

Dublin, VA 24084
Phone: 540-674-6111

mountainviewumc.yolasite.com/
Pastor: Paige Wimberly

Adult Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Morning Worship with Children's Church at 

11 a.m.

Dublin Baptist Church
100 Hawkins Street
Dublin, VA 24084

540-674-6061
secretary@dublinbaptistva.org
Website: dublinbaptistva.org

Pastor: Dennis Jones
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11 a.m.

Children's Church and Nursery
Evening Service: 6 p.m.

Tuesday: Women's Bible Study, 10 a.m.
Wednesday, Adult Bible Study 7 p.m.

First United Methodist Church
301 N. Jefferson Ave. - Pulaski 

(physical address)
135 Fourth St., NW - Pulaski 

(mailing address)
Pastor's Name: Will Shelton

Associate Pastor:
Sebastian Ruiz, Hispanic Pastor

Sunday Services
9:00 AM - Hispanic Worship

9:00AM - Contemporary Worship
10:00AM - Sunday School

11:00AM - Traditional Worship
Contact Info.

Phone:  540.980.3331
e-mail:  office@fumcpulask.org
website:  www.fumcpulask.org

Belspring Baptist Church
6887 Depot Street

Belspring, VA 24058
Pastor Darrell Linkous

Service Times:
Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Sunday worship: 11 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study and 
Youth Group: 7 p.m.

Darrell Linkous: 353-0081
belspringbaptistchurch@gmail.com

Memorial Baptist Church
995 Peppers Ferry Road

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor: Michael S. Jones

Sunday
9:45 am - Sunday School

11:00 am - Worship
Wednesday

6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
(540) 980-4731

Email: dfarley3@verizon.net

River of Life Church
5311 Black Hollow Road, Dublin, Va. 24084

Shawn Burchett, Pastor
Sunday School 9:15 AM

Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Wednesday Evening Life 
Building Service 7:00 PM

www.rolcdublin.com            540-674-4500

Delton Church of God 
of Prophecy

4570 Boyd Road, Draper, VA 24324
Pastor Vickie Lee Viars

deltoncogop@gmail.com   (276) 620-3191
Service Times

Sunday school - 10 am - 11 am
Sunday Morning Worship - 11 am - 12 pm

Sunday Evenings - Devoted to 
Evangelistic Outreach

Wednesday- 6 pm
2nd Wed Each Month - Free Community 

Dinner - 5:45 pm - 6:45 pm
2nd Wed Each Month - Missions service 

6:45 pm - 7:30 pm

Heritage Church
6195 Cleburne Boulevard, Dublin

Pastor Mike Pierce
Service Times: 

Wednesdays, 7 p.m.; 
Sundays, 10 a.m.
(540) 674-9220

Website: www.heritagechurch.net
Facebook.com/

HeritageChurchDublinVA

Fairlawn Baptist
6758 Oxford Avenue
Fairlawn, VA 24141

First Missionary Baptist Church
7318 Manns Drive / P.O. Box 90

New River, Virginia 24129
(540) 639-5331

email: fmbc1872@verizon.net
Pastor: Rev. Richard A. Goodman, Sr.

Associate Minister:
Rev. Annette Cheek

Clerk: Mrs. Carlotta Lewis
Sundays: 

Morning Worship  11:00 a.m.
The Lord's Supper - Each First Sunday

Wednesdays: Prayer Meeting &       
Bible Study  6:30 p.m.

Dublin United Methodist Church
P.O. Box 577

424 East Main Street
Pastors Don Hanshew & Don Shelor

(540) 674-5128
office@dublinumc.com
Early Worship - 8:45 am
Sunday School - 9:45 am

Praise & Worship Small Group - 10:00 am
Worship - 10:55 am

Freedom Fellowship Church
1730 West Street

Radford, VA 24141
Sr. Pastor: Jerry W. Collins

540-577-5780
jcollinsfreedomfellowship@yahoo.com

Sunday Service: 10 a.m.
11 a.m. Children’s Church

Wednesday - 7 p.m. Service
7 p.m. Youth Service

Draper's Valley Presbyterian (PCA)
2755 Old Baltimore Road, Draper, VA 24324

Mailing address: Same as above
Pastor's Name: Rev. Robert E. Davis

Associate Pastor: Rev. Roland Mathews
Primary Service Times:

Sunday Morning Worship Service 
8:30 and 11:00

Sunday Evening Worship Service 6:15 p.m.
Wednesday Evening  (5:45 Supper in the 

Fellowship Hall (Sept thru May) - Youth Groups 
and Adult Bible Study 6:30 p.m.)

Contact Info:
Phone - 540-994-9015

e-mail -  drapers.valley@dvpca.org
website - www.dvpca.org

Trinity Lutheran 
Church ELCA

2 Fifth Street, N.W., Pulaski
540-980-3624

The Rev. Terrie Sternberg
trinitypulaski @gmail.com

Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
(Sept. - May)

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
(June - Aug.)

Bible Study: Wednesday, 12:30
www.trinitypulaski.org

Trinity United Methodist
Pastor: Judy Yonce

Sunday Worship - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Study - Wednesday, 7 p.m.

528 5th Street, S.E.
Pulaski, Va.

Phone - 980-0820

Snowville Baptist Church
3238 Gum Log Road, Hiwassee

Pastor: Rev. Tony Hart
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Sunday Services: 11 a.m., 6 p.m.
Wednesday Night Service: 7 p.m.

Fairlawn United Methodist Church
7584 Brandon Road, Fairlawn, Va. 24141 

Pastor Mark A. Miller
markmiller.psalm1@gmail.com

Cell) 540-320-2431
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

Sunday Worship (with children's message): 
11 a.m.

Bible Study, Wednesday: 7 p.m.
Youth Ministry

Facebook.com/Fairlawn-United-Method-
ist-Church

Grace Ministries
Church of God of Prophecy

1021 Macgill Street
Pulaski, VA 24301

Church: 540-980-2118
Cell: 276-233-8083

Bus Ministry: 540-385-9972
www.pulaskigracemin.com

Email: pulaskigracemin@hotmail.com
Pastor Mike Williams
Children's Ministry

Aaron  & Becky Sampson 
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.
Children’s Church 10:30 a.m.

Children’s Free Breakfast 10:30 a.m.
Ages 5-12

Men’s & Women’s Ministry Wed. 6:30

Faith Bible Church
110 LaGrange Street, Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor: Jim Linkous
Associate Pastor: T.J. Cox

540-980-5433
www.facebook/faithbiblechurch

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.

Sunday Children’s Church: 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening: 6 p.m.

Wednesday Evening Bible Study: 7 p.m.
Children’s Meal: 6:30 p.m.

Children’s and Youth’s Group Classes: 7 p.m.

Dublin Christian Church
5605 Dunlap Road

P.O. Box 1330
Dublin, VA 24084

(540) 674-8434
www.dublinchristianchurch.com

Richard R. Goad, Jr.
Senior Minister

Sunday School 10 a.m.
Worship 11 a.m.

Sunday Evening Worship and 
Youth Meeting, 6 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study and Children's Bible 
Classes, 7 p.m.

First Presbyterian Church
408 N. Jefferson Avenue, Pulaski

Pastor Melissa McNair-King
(540) 980-2132

firstprespulaskiva@gmail.com
www.firstpresbyterianpulaski.org

Sunday Services:
Sept.-May: Sunday School, 9:45 a.m., 

Service 11 a.m.
June-Labor Day: Service 10 a.m.

Wednesday Family Night, 6 - 7:30 p.m.

Each Chapter in the Book of 
Psalms is an independent compo-
sition and is placed in the Book 
in no particular order that can be 
ascertained with any degree of 
specificity.  

Studies show that the Book of 
Psalms is the most widely read 
Book of the Bible.  The Psalms 
were written over an estimated 
time period of about 1,000 years.  
The Psalms set the standard for 
praise unto God.

Psalm 81:8-10. “Hear O My 
People, and I will testify unto 
thee: O Israel, if thou wilt hearken 
unto Me. There shall no strange 
god be in thee: neither shalt thou 
worship any strange god. I am the 
Lord thy God, which brought thee 
out of the land of Egypt: open thy 
mouth wide and I will fill it.”

God commands His people 
to hear Him because He has some-
thing of great importance for them 
to hear. In order to make sure that 
someone hears us, we must first 
get their attention.

Basically What God was saying 
to them here that was so import-
ant, was the second of the Ten 
Commandments. “Thou shalt 
have no other gods before Me.”

There’s only One God. Jehovah 
God. And Him only shall we 
serve. Any and all other so called 
gods, little g, are phonies made by 
the hands of reckless men.

Man in his foolishness has cre-
ated for himself, false gods, who 
will not give him any command-
ments to obey.

Paul wrote in 1 Cor. 8:6, “But to 
us there is but one God, the Father, 
of whom are all things, and we in 
him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, 
by whom are all things, and we by 
him.”

God said to Israel, open thy 
mouth wide and I will fill it. 
Meaning, I will give you what 
you ask Me for. Ask and ye shall 
receive. God also gives us spir-
itual insight so we can minister 
correctly to others.

Here, God reminds them of His 
omnipotence. “I am the Lord thy 
God Which brought thee out of 
the land of Egypt.”

They owed God their alle-
giance! Just like you and I owe 
God our allegiance for bringing 
us out of the bondage of sin and 
giving us new lives, worth living.

To not serve God after He has 
created us, and kept us alive all 
these days of our lives, is to be 
ungrateful, and thankless.

We all have a responsibility to 
love, serve and praise the God of 
Creation, Who is also the God of 
mercy, and the God of Grace. If it 
wasn’t for God, just where would 
we be today?

When we see someone living 
in sin and the misery it brings, 
we should say, as John Bradford 
said when he watched a group of 
prisoners headed for execution, 
“There, but for the grace of God, 
goes I.”

Our very fate is in God’s hands. 
He could call our number at any 
time and our lives on earth would 
be over. We owe God our very 
lives. All that we are, and all that 
we have, comes from above, from 
the Father of Lights.  

God demands our fidelity. God 
demands our exclusive worship. 
He will not share His glory with 
any other.

Verses 11. “But My people 
would not hearken to My voice; 
and Israel would have none of 
me.” Israel wouldn’t listen to God 
or submit to Him. They would not 
have Him as their One and Only 
God.  

Verse 12. “So I gave them up 

Covenant 
Psalm

See MCCRAW, page B7
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Thornspring United Methodist Church
5670 Thornspring Church Rd.

Dublin, VA 24084
Pastor: Rev. Teresa Tolbert

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Worship Service: 11 a.m.
Phone: (540) 980-2927

First Baptist Church
5473 Baskerville Street

Dublin, VA 24084
Pastor Wallis Brown

540-674-2677
Service: 11 a.m.

New Dublin Presbyterian Church
5331 New Dublin Church Road

Dublin, VA  24084
Pastor: Sara Jane Nixon

Website:  newdublinpres.org
540-674-6147

Services 11:00 AM Sundays

Community Christian Church
Jason Allmon, Pastor

5382 Grace Street
Dublin VA, 24084

540-674-4308

First Dublin Presbyterian Church (ECO)
409 Church Street, Dublin, Va. 24084

P.O. Box 2027, Dublin, Va. 24084
first-dublin-presbyterian-church-eco.com 

Minister: 
The Rev. Dr. Olin Marsh Whitener, Jr.

Max Creek Baptist Church
3000 Old Route 100 Road, Draper, Va. 24324

www.maxcreek.org
www.facebook.com/maxcreekbaptist

Senior Pastor: Mike Coleman
Youth Minister: Charlie Prince

Director of Visitation: Ersel Alderman
Sunday Services

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11 a.m.

Teen Social and Class: 5 p.m.
Evening Worship: 6 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Classes:7 p.m.

Pulaski Church of God
1621 Bob White Boulevard

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor Donald Jones

540-980-8880
www.pulaskicog.church

Sunday Services
Sunday Life Groups: 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Wednesdays Midweek Connect: 7 p.m.

Showers of Blessing Church of 
God in Christ

305 Newbern Road, Dublin
Pastor Elder Stephen Muse

Come and Worship With Us!
Sunday School: 10:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 11:30 a.m.
Tuesday Night Bible Study: 7-8 p.m.

Pulaski Christian Church, Inc.
4531 Brookmont Road, Pulaski, VA 24301

www.pulaskichristianchurch.com/
Rev. Kathy Warden, Pastor,

(540) 250-2974
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m.
Worship 7 p.m.

Monday Bible Study
7 to 9 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study
7 p.m.

Aldersgate United Methodist
1946 Medallion Drive

Pulaski, VA 24301
(540) 980-1349

Pastor Becky Wheeler
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.

First Baptist Church
220 Magazine Street
Pulaski, VA  24301

540-980-3336
Email: firstbaptist220@gmail.com

Pastor: Rev, Douglas Patterson
Sunday School  10 a.m.

Sunday Worship  11 a.m.
Monday's Child Youth Group, Monday 

Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study  6:30 p.m.

Pulaski Presbyterian Church
(PCA)

975 Memorial Drive
Pulaski, VA 24301

Office Phone:980-2631
Email: pastor@pulaskipca.org
Website: www.pulaskipca.org
Stated Supply: Rev. John Gess

Sunday School: 10:00am
Worship Service: 11:00am

Sure Foundation Christian Fellowship
6598 Annie Akers Road

Radford, VA  24141
(540) 639-3443

Pastor Steve Phillips
Sunday Morning Worship: 10:00 am

Sunday Night Prayer: 5:30 pm
Wednesday Night 

Prophetic Teaching: 6:30 pm

New Hope Chapel
1555 Case Knife Road

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor Darrell Gray

(276) 733-6080
Pastor Gray and congregation invite you to 

New Hope Chapel. 
Service Times: 

10 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Sunday Service

Family Worship Center
First Pentecostal Holiness

955 Memorial Drive, Pulaski
540-980-7287

Jeff Willhoite, Pastor
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.
KidsZone 10:45 a.m.

Evening Worship 6 p.m.
www.fwcpulaski.church

Pulaski First Church of the Brethren
1749 Newbern Road
Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor Frank Peters
Sunday School: 9:45

Worship: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

980-3798

Abundant Life Ministries
3050 Lee Highway

Pulaski, VA 24301 (540) 980-5506
(Mon. - Fri., 9 a.m.-1 p.m.)

Pastor Randall K. Lawrence Sr.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.

Sunday Evenings 6 p.m. by announcement
Wednesday Evenings (Family Night) 6:30-7 

pm children fed, 7:15 pm Bible Classes all ages
Adult Bible Class

THRIVE Teen Class
Children’s Bible Class and 
Special Activitiy Classes

New Life Church of the Nazarene
45 S. Jefferson Avenue

Pulaski, VA 24301 
540-980-2001

www.newlifepulaski.com
email: pastorjuls@verizon.net

Pastor: Julie Armbrister
Sunday School (all ages) 9:30 a.m.

Sunday worship: 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 6 p.m.

Trinity Baptist Church
4008 Robinson Tract Road

Pulaski, VA 24301 
Telephone: 980-8186

Pastor Johnny Howlett
Minister of Education Rev. Steve Taylor

Sunday School - 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m.

Sunday Bible Study - 6 p.m.
Wednesday - Adult Bible Study and Youth 

Group - 7 p.m.

Grace Fellowship Baptist Church
2640 Max Creek Road

P.O. Box 326
Hiwassee, VA 24347
Pastor: Jason N. Aker
Phone: 276-699-3176

pastorjasonaker@gmail.com
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study: 7 p.m.

St. Edwards Catholic Church
Corner of N. Washington Ave. and

7th Street N.W., Pulaski
Phone: 980-6511
Fax: 980-6511

Priest: Fr. Bernie Ramirez
Mass: 11 a.m. Sunday, 5:30 p.m. Thursday

Warriors for Christ II
Bishop Sherman Buckner

600 Skyline Circle
Pulaski, VA 
540-315-2317

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Worship: 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Thursday: 7 p.m. Service

Bob White Boulevard Baptist Church
3826 Bob White Boulevard

Pulaski, VA.
Pastor: Allen Harman

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Preaching: 11 a.m.

Sunday Evening: 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service: 7:30 p.m.

FUNDAMENTAL

Seagle 
Funeral Home

Todd Bruce, Manager
415 N. Jefferson Ave., Pulaski, 980-1700

unto their own hearts' lust: 
and they walked in their own 
counsels.” 

God withdrew His presence 
from them, and turned them 
over to the wickedness of their 
own hearts. To walk in their 
own devices. To pursue their 
own imaginations.

And when God turns some-
one over to their own devices, 
they will end up doing the most 
degrading things imaginable.

If people reject God and 
rebel against Him, God turns 
them over to a depraved mind 
to do those things which are 
unseemly.

Romans 1:28-32. “And even 
as they did not like to retain 
God in their knowledge, God 
gave them over to a reprobate 
mind, to do those things which 
are not convenient; Being 
filled with all unrighteousness, 
fornication, wickedness, cov-

etousness, maliciousness; full 
of envy, murder, debate, deceit, 
malignity; Backbiters, haters 
of God, despiteful, proud, and 
boastful. Without understand-
ing, covenant breakers, without 
natural affection, implacable, 
unmerciful: inventors of evil 
things, disobedient to parents, 
Who knowing the judgment of 
God, that they which com-
mit such things are worthy of 
death, not only do the same, 
but have pleasure in them that 
do them.”

If someone will not hearken 
to the voice of God calling 
them out of sin and to repen-
tance, God will allow them to 
continue to sin, and to reap the 
dire consequences of sin.

Sin has consequences that 
must be paid. It will cost a 
person much more than they’ll 
ever want to pay.

When Northern Israel turned 

their backs on God and went 
whoring after idol gods, God 
removed His hand of protection 
from them. He allowed the As-
syrians to come in and utterly 
defeat them and carry them 
off to be disbursed all across 
the world. When Judah, the 
Southern Kingdom of Israel, 
turned to idolatry, God took 
His hand of protection from 
them and allowed them to be 
conquered by the Babylonians 
and carried away into captivity 
for 70 years.

Again, sin has consequences 
which must be paid. The only 
remedy for sin is the blood of 
Jesus and it applied. His blood 
washes away every sin. “Come 
now, and let us reason togeth-
er,” saith the Lord, though your 
sins are like scarlet, They shall 
be as white as snow; Though 
they are red like crimson, They 
shall be as wool.” Isaiah 1:18. 

Corner of
Washington and 

Main Street
Pulaski, Va.

(540)509-5926
fudgelady.com

Only 
Jesus Christ 
is truth

Q: Some say that God is 
truth. What exactly does that 
mean? - T.S.

A: Jesus said, "You shall know 
the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free" (John 8:32).

Why did He say this? Because 
He also said, "I am... the truth" 
(John 14:6). What a marvelous 
statement this is. Scripture warns 
that many will come claiming 
to have the truth but only Jesus 
Christ is Truth.

Jesus told the truth about sin. 
"For from within, out of the heart 
of men, proceed evil thoughts.... 
All these evil things come from 
within and defile a man" (Mark 
7:21-23).

Jesus told the truth about love. 
"For God so loved the world 
that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life" (John 3:16).

Jesus told the truth about 
judgment. "He who rejects Me... 
the word that I have spoken will 
judge him in the last day" (John 
12:48). He warned people to flee 
the wrath to come. If we believe 
a warning and act on it, it can 
save our lives.

Judgment's coming and Jesus 
has given us ample warning, but 
some don't believe. Many people 
rest on the fact that they're liked 
by others, that they do good 
deeds, and that they have con-
tributed to society. But it doesn't 
change the fact that mankind 
must repent of sin and receive 
Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.

Jesus told the truth about 
repentance. The word repentance 
means change - to change our 
minds, to change our way of 
living. He said, "Unless you re-
pent you will all likewise perish" 
(Luke 13:3). But we can't do that 
on our own. Only God can help 
us.

Jesus told the truth about 
salvation. "For the Son of Man 
has come to seek and save that 
which was lost" (Luke 19:10).

From the writings of the 
Rev. Billy Graham

Continued from Page B6
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Golf carts, sponsored by Hodge Insurance, provided for contend-
ers at Networking on the Green

20th Anniversary of Pulaski 
Chamber of Commerce’s Net-
working on the Green

Hodge Insurance, third-time 
champion, wins 20th annual 
Networking on the Green at the 
Pete Dye River Course hosted by 
the Pulaski County Chamber of 
Commerce on June 25, 2020. 

The golfing event consisted of 
a lunch, tee time and awards with 
both sponsors and participants. 

Networking on the Green 
contenders included previous 
defending champions, such as 
New River Community College, 
Electroplate-Rite, Lewis Gale 
Hospital – Pulaski and Hodge 
Insurance. 

Other contenders included 
cart sponsor and 2020 champi-
on, Hodge Insurance, and lunch 
sponsor, Ethos Technologies, as 
well as State Farm, Webb Donald 
Appalachian Power, Community 
Health Center for the NRV, Elev-
en West, H.T. Bowling, Nation-
al Bank of Blacksburg Pulaski 
County, SERVPRO of Montgom-
ery and Pulaski and Virginia Ea-

gle. 
This year marked Pulaski 

County Chamber of Commerce’s 
20th anniversary celebration of 
Networking on the Green. For 
more information about the com-
merce visit online at pulaski-
chamber.info. 

Chamber hosts 20th annual 
Networking on the 
Green Golf Tournament

2020 Champion, Hodge Insurance: Zane Lambert, Mike Pickett, 
Andrew Crowder, Shari Fricker and Mike Fricker (not pictured)

Jared C. Tilton | Getty Images
Denny Hamlin, driver of the #11 FedEx Ground Toyota, celebrates with his teammates in victory 
lane after winning the NASCAR Cup Series Pocono 350 at Pocono Raceway on June 28, 2020 in 
Long Pond, Pennsylvania.

NASCAR to celebrate 
Fourth at Indianapolis 
From NASCAR

For the first time in NASCAR 
Cup Series history, the series will 
compete at Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway on Independence Day 
weekend, Sunday, July 5 ,at 4 p.m. 
ET on NBC, IMS Radio and Siri-
usXM NASCAR Radio in the Big 
Machine Hand Sanitizer 400 Pow-
ered by Big Machine Records.

This weekend’s race will be 400 
miles (160 laps) and broken up into 
three stages. The first two stages 
will be 50 laps each and the final 
stage will be 60 laps.

This weekend will mark the 
27th running of a NASCAR Cup 
Series race at Indianapolis Mo-
tor Speedway. The first Cup race 
at Indianapolis Motor Speedway 
took place on August 6, 1994; Rick 
Mast won the pole with a speed of 
172.414 mph and NASCAR Hall 
of Famer Jeff Gordon took home 
the checkered flag.

The 26 NASCAR Cup Series 
races at Indianapolis Motor Speed-
way have produced 19 different 
pole winners and 15 different race 
winners. Jeff Gordon and Kevin 
Harvick lead the series in poles at 
Indianapolis with three each. Gor-
don also leads the series in wins at 
the Brickyard with five victories 
(1994, 1998, 2001, 2004, 2014).

Five former Indianapolis race 
winners are entered this weekend, 
led by seven-time series champion 
Jimmie Johnson with four wins 
(2006, 2008, 2009, 2012); followed 
by Kevin Harvick (2003, 2019), 
Kyle Busch (2015, 2016), Brad 
Keselowski (2018) and Ryan New-
man (2013).

The pole position is the most 
proficient starting positions in the 
field, producing five wins. The 
most recent driver to accomplish 

the feat was Kevin Harvick last 
season.  In 2016, Kyle Busch be-
came the first driver in history to 
sweep both the NASCAR Xfinity 
Series race from the pole and the 
NASCAR Cup Series race from 
the pole in the same weekend at 
Indianapolis. 

The deepest in the field that a 
race winner has started at Indy is 
27th, by Jeff Gordon in 2001. 

Driver To Beat: Denny Hamlin 
keeps adding up victories

Joe Gibbs Racing’s Denny 
Hamlin leads the NASCAR Cup 
Series in wins this season with 
four victories in 15 races - a win-
ning percentage of 26.7%.

The Chesterfield, Virginia, na-
tive is on pace to tie or better his 
career-best season (2010); where 
he started the year with five wins 
in 15 races and finished the sea-
son runner-up in points and a ca-
reer-high in wins (eight). In 2020, 
Hamlin has four wins, including 
his third-career Daytona 500, Dar-
lington, Homestead and Pocono, 
nine top fives (series-most) and 
10 top 10s. He has also spent the 
third-most time out front leading 
laps this season with 436 laps led.

Of NASCAR’s four ‘crown jew-
el’ events on the NASCAR Cup 
Series schedule (Daytona 500, 
Coca-Cola 600, Southern 500 and 
the Brickyard 400) Hamlin has 
conquered two of them (Dayto-
na, Darlington), but this weekend 
he could get his third. Hamlin has 
made 14 series starts at Indianap-
olis Motor Speedway posting five 
top fives and eight top 10s; in-
cluding three third-place finishes. 
He finished sixth in this race last 
season.

 Kevin Harvick looks for back-

to-back wins at Indianapolis
Only two drivers have been 

able to win back-to-back races at 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway – 
Jimmie Johnson (2008, 2009) and 
Kyle Busch (2015, 2016) – and this 
weekend Stewart-Haas Racing’s 
Kevin Harvick will look to add 
his name to the list and defend his 
2019 NASCAR Cup Series India-
napolis Motor Speedway victory.

Year-in and year-out Kevin 
Harvick continues to be a force 
to reckon with in the NASCAR 
Cup Series and the 2020 season is 
no different. Harvick sits atop the 
series driver standings, 52 points 
up on second place Ryan Blaney 
following the double header last 
weekend at Pocono Raceway. Har-
vick snatched the top spot in the 
points following the race at Phoe-
nix back on March 8 and has not 
relinquished it since.

In 15 starts this season Harvick 
has collected three wins (Darling-
ton, Atlanta, Pocono), eight top 
fives and 12 top 10s (series-most). 
Historically, Indianapolis has been 
a great track for Harvick, in 19 
starts he has put up three poles, 
two wins (2003, 2019), seven top 
fives and 13 top 10s. His average 
finish is a stout 8.9 (series-best).   

Continued from Page B3

Dave
your son well!  

—Dave
 Dear Dave,
I just received a formal job offer 

in law enforcement. I’m debt-free, 
single, and I’d like to move out of 
a roommate situation and into my 
own apartment. I’ll be starting out 
at $34,000 a year, then moving up 
to $38,000 after my probationary 
period. You have a rule that says to 
make sure rent or house payments 
are 25% or less of your take home 
pay. If I can find a place where util-
ities are included, do they figure 
into that amount? 

Josh
Dear Josh,
It’s really more of a guideline 

than a rule. The point of not letting 
your housing cost eat up more than 
25% of your take home pay is to 
make sure you have money left 
over for other important things. 
It’s hard to save and invest for 
the future when a huge chunk of 
your money is eaten up by rent or 
a mortgage payment each month. 
But no, utilities are not part of the 
one-fourth of your take home pay 
guideline.

At this point, it doesn’t sound 
like you need anything fancy. Try 
to find a safe, quiet place to call 
home—somewhere you can re-
lax and decompress when you’re 
off duty. And thanks for entering 
law enforcement. A lot of folks are 
leaving your line of work, and we 
need good men and women in that 
profession right now. 

—Dave 
* Dave Ramsey is CEO of Ramsey 

Solutions. He has authored seven best-sell-
ing books, including The Total Money 
Makeover. The Dave Ramsey Show is 
heard by more than 16 million listeners 
each week on 600 radio stations and mul-
tiple digital platforms. Follow Dave on the 
web at daveramsey.com and on Twitter at 
@DaveRamsey.



The Patriot - July 3, 2020 - Page B9

Got Something To Sell?
We've Got FREE CLASSIFIEDS*

Call 540-808-3949 *Does Not Include Real Estate, 
Estate Sales, Display or Legal AdsDeadline Is Noon Wednesday

Is your location too small for a socially distant gathering? 

Perhaps you’d like to rent the Ruritan Road Ruritan Club 
building in Pulaski. They are set up to accommodate up to 

25 people at tables with a good social distance of 6 feet 
between each seat. 

Give them a call if you’re interested in renting the space - 
club treasurer Mike at (540) 250-4582.

NRCC students complete AEP apprenticeship
From NRCC

Four New River Commu-
nity College students recently 
finished their apprenticeship 
through Apex Systems with 
American Electric Power (AEP) 
Transmission Operations. Eric 
Coalson, Winston Derham, Tyler 
Frazier and Robert Fread are all 
recent graduates of NRCC and 
were part of a new 18-month dis-
patcher apprenticeship program 
that began in January 2019.

The program is designed for 
students who are enrolled in the 
second semester of NRCC’s elec-
trical engineering technology 
program. The selected students 
work and train with AEP Trans-
mission Operations Control 
Center in Roanoke for 20 hours 
a week while completing an as-
sociate degree. The four NRCC 
students completed a training 
program developed by AEP 
while shadowing the dispatch-
ers. Training opportunity offered 
by AEP included books, online 
modules, field visits, and special-
ized training sessions from third 
parties.

Coalson, from Pulaski, says he 
was encouraged by his electrical 
engineering technology instruc-
tor, Robert Bopp, to pursue the 
internship because Coalson had 
been previously contracted with 
AEP from 2014-2018 as a utility 
forester. 

“The experience with AEP has 
been good overall,” said Coalson. 
“The AEP personnel that we in-
teract with day to day at the AEP 

TDC in Roanoke are awesome. 
They are very nice, helpful, and 
ready to teach us at any chance 
they get.”

Fread, from Accomack, says 
the apprenticeship has been a 
fantastic opportunity and that he 
was able to study under skilled 
transmission dispatchers who 
mentored the students in the 
ways of monitoring and main-
taining the electric grid. 

“The interesting thing about 
this job is that there is always 
something new to learn,” said 
Fread. “You are constantly hav-
ing to adapt to new and unfore-
seen circumstances to effec-
tively perform your duties as a 
transmission dispatcher. I have 
learned a great deal about our 
electric system through this ap-

prenticeship.”
“Studying the transmission 

aspect of our power system has 
allowed me to gain insight on all 
of the other parts of the electric 
system from generation to dis-
tribution,” said Fread. “I plan to 
use the knowledge I have gained 
from this experience to seek em-
ployment in the electrical indus-
try in the following years.”

“One of the greatest benefits 
they have offered us is the oppor-
tunity to train, study, test and be-
come a NERC (North American 
Electric Reliability Corporation) 
certified system operator,” said 
Coalson. “This certification, if 
earned, is ours to keep outside 
of Apex or AEP. This is vital 
certification for a transmission 
dispatcher in the utility indus-

try with any company in North 
America and is required before 
you can work the desk inde-
pendently (normally 3-5 years 
after becoming an in-house em-
ployee). AEP also provided us 
the opportunity to take the SOPD 
test (System Operator Power 
Dispatcher). This is also required 
with many utility companies in 
the U.S. before employment as a 
transmission dispatcher.”

 “Congratulation to Robert, 
Winston, Eric and Tyler for be-
ing our first class to complete 
the AEP Transmission Dis-
patcher Apprentice Program,” 
said Darrell Guill with AEP. 
“We really didn’t know what to 
expect, but each of these four 
highly motivated students have 
demonstrated exactly what we 

hoped to gain from the appren-
ticeship program. Through hard 
work and dedication, all four 
were able to meet the demands 
of working and study in an AEP 
Transmission Operations Cen-
ter while also completing their 
challenging college courses. De-
lightfully, Robert and Eric were 
also able to obtain their System 
Operator Certification from the 
NERC during this time. These 
18 months have provided ample 
time to ensure that this type of 
work is a good fit for their career 
aspirations and gives our super-
visors and employees an oppor-
tunity to observe and work with 
the apprentices to ensure they 
are a good fit for the job. In Janu-
ary, the second class of five new 
apprentices began their journey 
and the early signs are that they 
have the ability to live up to the 
high standards set by Robert, 
Winston, Eric and Tyler.”

Five new NRCC electrical en-
gineering technology students 
began their 18-month appren-
ticeship with AEP on January 
13, 2020.

For more information about 
the electrical engineering tech-
nology program at NRCC, visit 
NRCC online at www.nr.edu.

NRCC photo
From L to R: Tyler Frazier, Robert Fread, Winston Derham, Eric Coalson

Agritourism in Virginia
By Emily Nolen
Virginia Cooperative 
Extension Intern

Next time you are taking a 
trip along Interstate 81 through-
out the Appalachian Mountains, 
cruising the Blue Ridge Park-
way taking in the scenic views, 
or heading north on Interstate 64 
towards the Nation's Capital, you 
will run into some of the most in-
triguing farms, wineries, and his-
torical attractions. Agritourism 
is the largest industry in Virginia 
that is continuously growing and 
creating a positive outlook for the 
agriculture industry in Virginia. 
Before you start thinking about 
your next spontaneous summer 
trip, let's take a look at why agri-
tourism is so beneficial and how 
it plays such an important role in 
today's society. 

● Agritourism portrays 

a learning environment for all 
ages, creating experiences that 
oftentimes just won’t be found 
learning in a classroom or watch-
ing videos on hand-held devices. 
Fun yet educational experienc-
es in the agriculture industry 
sounds like a win-win opportu-
nity! 

● Aside from the econom-
ic benefits, agritourism provides 
other benefits such as maximi-
zation of resources on the farm, 
preservation of the heritage 
connected to the industry, and 
creating thousands of job op-
portunities in an industry that is 
constantly working to meet ev-
eryday needs.

● Lastly, regardless of 
where you are located in Vir-
ginia, you will run into different 
aspects of agritourism helping to 
recognize the agriculture heri-
tage within the community, leav-

ing a mark through the creativity 
we call agritourism. 

Clearly we recognize here just 
a few of the many benefits of ag-
ritourism, but if you are wanting 
to dig deeper click on the link be-
low pertaining to the geographic 
analysis of agritourism in Virgin-
ia. Learn about the factors that go 
into agritourism that allow us to 
receive all of these benefits and 
opportunities.

https://www.pubs.ext.vt.edu/
content/dam/pubs_ext_vt_edu/
AAEC/AAEC-62/AAEC-62P.
pdf

It’s time to learn, explore, and 
recognize the industry!
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DOSS’ SEPTIC TANK SERVICE, LLC

Owner/Operator: Chuck Doss
• Licensed & Insured   • 20 Years of Experience

• Calls Welcome Anytime Day or Night
24/7 Emergency Service

(540) 320-4827 / (540) 320-4817

Cowboy Church
Friday Night Music Jam

Everyone Welcome
6 p.m.

Bible Study, Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m.
Regular Church On Sunday

Thank you and God Bless.

Robert Sheffey, namesake of 
Robert Sheffey Memorial Camp 
Meeting, will be having his 
200th birthday July 4th. 

In celebration of his 200th 
birthday, VCY America will 
be offering the just remastered 
HD version of the film Shef-
fey for free streaming on the 
smart TV and phone apps, and 
will be broadcasting Sheffey on 
air (WVCY-TV 30) and online 
(vcyamerica.tv) at the following 
times: Sunday, July 5th at 3PM 
ET; Monday, July 6th at 3AM 
ET; Friday, July 10th at 9PM ET; 
and Saturday, July 11th at 6AM 
ET.

Sheffey is based on the true 

story of a nineteenth century 
circuit-riding preacher, who as 
a young man follows his rowdy 
friends to a revival meeting and 
there finds the Lord. A man of 
prayer, tireless service, and great 
compassion, “Brother Sheffey” 
rides through the Appalachian 
Mountains spreading the gospel. 

Although he suffers the loss of 
his two greatest treasures in one 
day, Sheffey still finds forgive-
ness in his heart for the person 
who causes his sorrow. This film 
captures the warmth and com-
passion of a man whose soul is 
on fire for the Lord.

-NRV News

'Sheffey' film to be 
aired this weekend

Hope
There are some days you won-

der when you wake up, “Why 
even bother to get up? Every-
thing seems to be working 
against me. Why should I keep 
going?” You feel the weight of 
the world on your shoulders, and 
you feel frustrated because noth-
ing seems to go together. Your 
day starts “With the attitude of 
what new hell awaits me today?” 
You realize that you have respon-
sibilities and bills to pay, so you 
try to change the one thing you 
have absolute control over and 
that is your attitude. Knowing 
that there is nothing that works 
faster than to change your at-
titude is having a little sense of 
HOPE. You remind yourself that 
you have no right to complain or 
feel bad because there is always 
someone worse off than you are. 
Recognizing that, you feel an im-
mediate sense of gratitude, and 
that leads to feelings of HOPE.

Ok, but how does that apply to 
business? You remember the old 
adage: It takes more than hope 
to be successful; it takes action. 
There is truth to that, but having 
HOPE in the workplace is still a 
major component to success. In 
a study published online by the 
Journal of Positive Psychology 
in 2013, researchers compared 
the relationship between hope 
and productivity by analyzing 45 
studies that looked at more than 

11,000 employees, across various 
workplace conditions. At the end 
of the study, They concluded that 
hope accounts for 14% of the pro-
ductivity in the workplace. This 
percentage amounts to more than 
intelligence, optimism, or self-ef-
ficacy.

“Basically, a hopeful person 
does one day a week more work 
than a less hopeful person in a 
seven-day work week,” the re-
searchers say. “It’s quite a big 
chunk of the pie.”

In today’s business world more 
than ever we need to feel HOPE. 
I’m reminded of this every day 
when I reach out to business-
es during COVID that have lost 
98% of their business. They are 
in situations where they can’t 
pay the rent, they can’t afford to 
bring employees back to work, 
but yet despite their seemingly 
insurmountable odds they know 
that there is another business 
worse off than theirs which gives 
them a sense of gratitude and 
HOPE. Time and time again, I 
have heard from them, “If there 
is someone else that needs help 
more please help them.” When I 
hear their optimism and willing-
ness to help out other businesses 
despite their odds, it restores my 
faith in the fact that small busi-
ness truly is the backbone of our 
economic system.

Work hard, be productive, and 
- above all else – stay positive

It's canning season!
By Sandy Stoneman
Area Food Safety Extension 
Agent

Gardens are growing and farm-
ers markets are open!  We all enjoy 
the fresh, local produce while it is 
in season but that season is short.  
No one wants to think about those 
cold, dark days of winter but imag-
ine how wonderful and satisfying 
it would be to open a jar of green 
beans or bright yellow peaches 
that you canned yourself and re-
member those warm, sunny days 
picking ripe produce from your 
garden or farmers market.

If you have not tried it before, 
canning may seem a bit intimi-
dating.  There have been headline 
news stories of botulism outbreaks 
due to improper home canning as 
well as horror stories of pressure 
canners exploding.  However, if 
you are using up to date, tested 
recipes and the proper equipment, 
canning is a safe and rewarding 
way to preserve the fresh, local 
foods you would like to have all 
year long.  

Here are a few tips:
• Follow Up To Date Canning 

Instructions:  Make sure your food 
preservation information is always 
current with scientifically tested 
guidelines. Don't use outdated 
publications, unverified recipes 
from the internet, or old cook-
books, even if they were handed 
down to you from trusted family 
cooks.  Canning instructions and 
equipment have changed over the 
years. Following up-to-date can-
ning instructions from a reliable 
source such as USDA, The Nation-
al Center for Home Food Preser-
vation, or your local Extension Of-
fice is essential for food safety and 

the prevention of botulism.  Bot-
ulism is a rare, but serious illness 
caused by a germ called Clostridi-
um botulinum. This germ is found 
in soil and can survive, grow, and 
produce toxin in a sealed jar of 
food. This toxin can affect your 
nerves, paralyze you, and even 
cause death.

• Have the Proper Canner for the 
Food You Want to Preserve:  Al-
ways use a properly sized pressure 
canner that meets USDA recom-
mendations for pressure canning 
when canning low-acid vegetables 
(like green beans, potatoes and 
corn), meat, seafood and poultry. 
Pressure canning is the only rec-
ommended method for canning 
low-acid foods. Do not use boil-
ing water canners for low-acid 
foods because they will not pro-
tect against botulism poisoning. 
It is also recommended that you 
have your canner lid inspected and 
your pressure gage tested annual-
ly.  Contact your local Extension 
Office to get this done.  Water 
bath canners are safe for high acid 
foods such as apples, peaches, ber-
ries, acidified tomatoes, pickles, 
etc.

• Don’t always rely on look, 
smell or taste:  If there is any doubt 
that approved home-canning 
methods were followed, throw the 
food out!  Also, inspect canned 
food and discard if the container 
lid is leaking or bulging, the jar is 
cracked, or the food is moldy.

• If you have specific canning 
questions or would like to sched-
ule your pressure canner lid in-
spection, contact your Area Food 
Safety Extension Agent, Sandy 
Stoneman at 276-223-6040 or san-
dyst@vt.edu.


