
Locally Owned And Operated

Distributed Free On Fridays For 11 Years!

Insuring You & Yours

www.insurancecenterofdublin.com

611 East Main Street
Dublin, VA 24084 • 540-674-4678

Karen Tuggle Lynn WhiteBrad Alley

Home • Auto • Life • Business

ANNUAL TOY DRIVE
NOW UNDERWAY

Bring a new unwrapped 
toy to one of our three 

locations for Toys for Tots 
and you will receive a free 

hotdog combo!

• Pulaski
1060 East Main St.

• Wytheville
880 East Main St.

• Radford
600 West Main St.

Valley Staffing Inc.Valley Staffing Inc.
Wright Ave., Dublin, Va.Wright Ave., Dublin, Va.

540-674-3103 540-674-3103     
Locally Owned & Operated • www.valleystaffingjobs.com

New Positions, Companies & Area
Great Opportunity If You 
Live In Barren Springs, 

Galax, Hillsville and Floyd.
Estimated Drive Time Is 

15-30 Minutes

Great Opportunity If You Live 
Pulaski and 

Wythe County
Estimated Drive Time Of 

40 Minutes
All Shifts • $10-$12 Hr. Plus Incentive Pay

Machine Operator and Warehouse
Immediate job openings in production, packer, warehouse, 

logisitics, auto tech, auto body, administrative assistant.
All Areas • All Shifts • $10-$17 Hr.
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INSIDEWinterfest

Events planned all 
month in Radford 

for this year’s 
Winterfest.
 Page A3

Wrestling

Veteran Cougar 
wrestling team

hoping for big things 
this season.

Page B1

Hickman
Calfee Community 

and Cultural Center  
chief reports.
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COVID cases up sharply 
over past month in county
By MIKE WILLIAMS
The Patriot

Cases of COVID-19 have increased sharply in Pu-
laski County in just the last month, but this latest 
spike may be slowing.

The most recent COVID-19 update from the New 
River Valley Public Health Task Force – released 
Wednesday – shows Pulaski County with 725 cases 
of the coronavirus since March.

That number is up 27 cases in just two days, and 
dramatically higher than a month ago when, on Oct. 
26 the county reported only 293 cases.

In that month, the county has seen its seven-day 
average of new cases rise from just 3 to 15. The 
number of hospitalizations has increased from 16 in 
late October to 42 this week. The number of deaths 
is higher as well, rising from 6 to 14.

While the recent spike in COVID-19 cases has be-
gun to show signs of ending, health officials expect 
another rise in coming days following last week’s 
family gatherings for Thanksgiving.

“We fully expect we will see a rise in the number 
of cases over the next week to ten days,” said Dr. 
Noelle Bissell, Director of the New River Health 
District on Wednesday during her weekly video sta-
tus update.

Bissell said hospitalizations may lag behind that 
period for a few weeks.

As the Christmas and New Year holidays near, 
Bissell urged valley residents to “bundle up and 
move things outdoors if you can.”

“If you do gather inside, try to shift the focus of 
gatherings away from shared meals, distance our-
selves and wear masks,” Bissell urged, along with 
observing “good respiratory etiquette and washing 
hands.”

Most talk today on COVID-19 centers around the 
expected upcoming release of at least two vaccines.

“We’re getting positive news on vaccines from 
both Pfizer and Moderna,” Bissell said, noting both 
companies’ vaccines are in the Federal Drug Ad-
ministration’s Emergency Use Approval Process.  
Both, she added, have “really good data to support 
that they are effective and safe.”

Bissell said the FDA will meet Dec. 10 on Pfizer’s 
vaccine and on Dec. 17 on Moderna’s, and she is 
hoping the FDA will issue emergency use authori-
zation very soon thereafter.

She said availability of the vaccine will be limited 

Health official says more 
cases likely ahead due to 
Thanksgiving gatherings

County officials urge citizens to 
respond to broadband survey
By MIKE WILLIAMS
The Patriot

Like the old saying, “the squeaky wheel gets the 
grease,” Draper Supervisor Dirk Compton is urg-
ing county residents to speak up and respond to a 
broadband internet study and survey going on now 
in Pulaski County.

“It’s important we get these surveys filled out,” 
said Compton at a recent meeting of the Board of 
Supervisors.

He said responses to the survey will help deter-
mine “what kind of service we’re going to get or if 
we’re going to get it or not.”

“If we don’t show interest we’re not going to get 
it, so if you guys like broadband and all that good 
stuff, you need to start pushing your neighbors to 
get that survey filled out,” Compton urged.

County Administrator Jonathan Sweet agreed, 
noting a strong response is needed especially in 
Compton’s Draper District.

“We’re trying to determine the demand and that’s 
ultimately how we’re going to be judged,” Sweet 
said. “How much demand is there, how much in-
terest is there, and how many people don’t have that 
25/3 upload and download speed, which is consid-

See COVID, page A8

See SURVEY, page A2
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Come By Come By 
And Take And Take 
A Look At A Look At 

Our Our 
Ribbon!Ribbon!

20% Off Ribbon 
We have a variety of ribbon, including the 

popular black & white and red & white buffalo check.
Also 20% off home decorations and wreaths 

through Dec. 3.
If you buy ribbon we will tie your bow for free!

Your hometown florist serving you 
this holiday season.

Flowers by Dreama Dawn
311 N. Washington Avenue

Pulaski • 540-980-3021
www.pulaskiflowers.com

ered the minimum desirable internet speed.”
Recently the county announced a regional initia-

tive to study broadband internet accessibility and 
capacity. The study is part of a larger three-county 
broadband project which includes Bland and Mont-
gomery counties along with Appalachian Power 
and private internet service providers.

The intent of the study is to establish the demand 
for broadband service and to develop a plan to de-
ploy fiber optic and other broadband infrastructure 
to both un-served and under-served areas of the 
three counties.

Montgomery County recently completed a sim-
ilar comprehensive broadband study. Pulaski and 
Bland Counties are now working together with the 
same consultants (Thompson & Litton / Blue Ridge 
Advisory Services Group), to analyze their current 
broadband capacity. 

Pulaski County residents are being asked to com-
plete a short survey to assist in obtaining informa-
tion for the study. The survey can be accessed from 
the Pulaski County website at: www.pulaskicounty.
org 

As part of the survey, residents are requested to 
conduct an internet speed study using their home 
internet connection, not a cellular connection, and 
report back those findings. If residents do not have 
access to the internet, that information can be re-
ported as well. Please notify Pulaski County Ad-
ministration at: (540) 980-7705 with your name 
and street address so that this information can be 
recorded.

“This exciting initiative is in addition to the sub-
stantial investments in infrastructure the County is 
currently making in both Snowville and Hiwassee 
to provide service availability to more than 2,000 
of our citizens through fixed-based wireless solu-
tions,” Sweet said.

At their Nov. 23 meeting, the Board of Supervi-
sors learned the county had been successful in ap-
plying for a Fast Track Broadband grant of $391,277 
that will be used to construct two telecommunica-
tions towers at the Hiwassee and Snowville Volun-
teer Fire Departments.

The towers will have line-of-sight to the county’s 
tower on Peaks Knob and will address the prob-
lem of little to no connectivity in the Hiwassee and 
Snowville areas of the county.

The project will deploy broadband to approxi-
mately 2,050 individuals living in 900 residential 
units as well as improve public safety and first re-
sponder communications, service and response in 
the two areas.

With the COVID-19 pandemic there is now an 
unprecedented need for high quality, dependable 
broadband access for citizens across the county to 
learn, work and receive medical care and emergen-
cy services, which the project will provide.

According to an earlier press release from the 
county, for the purpose of this study, the feder-
al definition of broadband internet is being used 
which is service at 25 Mbps download and 3 Mbps 
upload speeds or higher. 

The project will involve installing fiber optic ca-
ble upon Appalachian Power’s utility poles, with the 
added benefit of providing a more robust communi-
cations platform for the company’s deployment of 
new electric meters and distribution automation 
(DA). The new smart meters and DA equipment 
improve service reliability for power customers. 

Space on Appalachian Power’s middle-mile fiber 
infrastructure will then be leased to qualified pri-
vate internet service providers. Appalachian Pow-
er’s pilot broadband projects are made possible by 
the 2018 Grid Security and Transformation Act, 
2019 Broadband Pilot Program legislation. Grayson 
County is the site of the first pilot project of that act 
and this regional project is anticipated to be the next 
area to be developed. 

Appalachian Power is currently developing a pre-
liminary middle-mile fiber design. 

Following the broadband study of Pulaski and 
Bland Counties, Appalachian Power’s intention is 
to file an application seeking project approval from 
the Virginia State Corporation Commission in the 
first half of 2021. The three-county pilot project is 
projected to serve approximately 15,000 new un-
served broadband customers. The project involves 
installing a 96-strand fiber optic cable on Appa-
lachian Power’s utility poles consistent with the 
Grayson County project. This pilot project will re-
quire approval from the Virginia State Corporation 
Commission. State and federal grant funds may be 
necessary to further assist the localities and private 
internet service providers with the last-mile infra-
structure buildout.

Continued from Page A1
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Gov. places new moratorium on utility disconnections
By MIKE WILLIAMS
The Patriot

A revised state budget bill 
signed Nov. 18 by Gov. Ralph 
Northam includes a new mor-
atorium on utility disconnects, 
including delinquent water and 
sewer accounts in the Town of 
Pulaski.

Interim Town Manager Dar-
lene Burcham briefed town 
council on the situation at their 
meeting Tuesday night.

Burcham said the moratorium 
will be in effect until the gov-
ernor either determines that the 
economic and public health con-
ditions have improved to a point 
the moratorium does not need 
to be in place or until at least 60 
days after the state of emergency 
in Virginia ends – whichever is 
sooner.

Burcham continued that within 
60 days of the governor’s action 
on Nov. 18, the town must notify 
town customers that are at least 
30 days in arrears on their water 
and sewer bills of the COVID-19 
Relief Repayment Plan.

“Customers will have to com-
plete an application and sign an 
affidavit saying they are experi-
encing a financial hardship as a 
result of COVID-19,” Burcham 
explained.

She said the town had applied 
for special CARES Act relief 
funds in the amount of $14,389 
that the federal government has 
made available specifically for 
this purpose to help utility cus-
tomers.

She said should the town receive 
some of the relief funds, funds 
received will have to be applied 

to the most delinquent accounts 
first. She noted the town hasn’t 
received any notice of when those 
funds might be received.

Burcham noted the town, be-
cause of COVID-19, voluntarily 
did not disconnect any past due 
accounts during March, April or 
May of this year, and no penalties 
were charged during that period.

She said on average, the town 
disconnects between 150 and 175 
accounts per month. 

Burcham said the town current-
ly has 71 accounts that are at least 
30 days in arrears and 47 that are 
at least 60 days in arrears.

By the end of March, the town 
had just under $29,000 (over 300 
accounts) due in outstanding util-
ity bills.

By the end of April, the town 
had $37,000 (almost 400 ac-

counts) in outstanding bills.
By the end of May, there was 

$197,000 outstanding.
Burcham said by the end of 

June, the town had $170,000 out-
standing, of which $18,000 was at 
least two months past due.

When disconnects resumed in 
June, the town cut off only those 
accounts (108) that were still past 
due for the months of March and 
April. 

In July, she said 240 accounts – 
for the months of May and June 
– were cut off.

She said regular disconnections 
began again in June, and since 
then Burcham said cutoffs have 
been on time for delinquent ac-
counts from that point until now, 
“so the numbers have been pretty 
good.”

“With the enactment of this 
moratorium we expect to see the 
numbers of unpaid accounts in-
crease and a significant loss in 
revenue if we are not allowed to 
recapture bills for an extended pe-
riod of time. The repayment plans 
indicated in the moratorium give 
up to 24 months to be paid,” Bur-
cham said.

She added her concern is not 
knowing what is going to happen 
with accounts going forward, and 
if there will be a second phase of 
funding to be available for those 
accounts as well.

Burcham noted that while the 
moratorium is good in helping 
people who are suffering, it will 
have an impact on the town’s wa-
ter and sewer fund.

Councilman Greg East noted 

that judging by the delinquent 
account figures for March, April 
and May the “potential is here for 
tremendous revenue loss.”

Councilman Brooks Dawson 
said the town needs to do all it 
can do to make town water cus-
tomers understand they will be 
held financially responsible at 
some point for what they owe.

MACGILL VILLAGE 
PARK

During council’s roundtable 
discussion, Councilman Michael 
Reis mentioned the ongoing issue 
surrounding Gary Martin’s home 
at Macgill Village Park.

Reis said he believes it is the 
desire of council to have a plan 
on what to do with the entire park 
property to open it up for devel-
opment.

He said council would like for 
Burcham to move forward with 
whatever steps are necessary to 
gauge interest and see who might 
be interested in doing something 
with the property.

“We want to communicate that 
to the community and that we’re 
opening that up to as broad a 
group of people as possible,” he 
said.

Reis said Burcham had men-
tioned before there is a housing 
shortage in town and he’s hoping 
some work can be done to im-
prove the housing stock in Pu-
laski.

Councilman Jamie Radcliffe 
agreed, saying the town needs a 
plan and once it is developed to 

See TOWN, page A3
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IMPORTANT TAX NOTICE

COUNTY OF PULASKI

2020 SECOND HALF REAL ESTATE TAX
PENALTY DEADLINE

MONDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2020

Pulaski County’s 2020 2ND half real estate tax bills have 
been mailed insofar as possible, but failure to receive your 
bill does not relieve the taxpayer of any additional charges 
of penalty or interest that will accrue under the law for 
failure to pay the tax assessment.

Notice is hereby given that the Treasurer’s office of Pulaski 
County will be open Monday through Friday, except 
holidays from 8:30 am to 5:00 pm to receive payment of 
the 2ND   half 2020 real estate tax. This tax must be paid 
on or before December 7th to avoid penalty.

Tax payments mailed must be postmarked on or before 
December 7, 2020 and mailed to Pulaski County Treasurer, 
52 W Main Street, Suite 100, Pulaski, VA.  24301.

The Pulaski County Treasurer’s office is located in the old 
courthouse at 52 W Main Street, Suite 100, Pulaski, VA.  
Also, for the convenience of the taxpayer, there is a night 
drop box located at the back entrance of the courthouse.  
There are also options to pay online and by telephone on 
the tax bill.  

Melinda L Worrell
Treasurer-Pulaski County

“stay the course.”
He said the town needs more 

homes.
“With Mack coming in quality 

homes will go if that’s what goes 
there. Give them (Martins) 30 
days and then whatever the next 
step is we need to take it,” Rad-
cliffe said.

Dawson said he agreed.
“We have an obligation to do 

something with that 11-acre par-
cel in the middle of town sitting 
there not doing anything current-
ly for the citizens and we can do 
better than that,” he said.

Reis added citizens should 
know that council is also look-
ing at other pieces of property 

the town owns that “aren’t being 
used for what they were intend-
ed.”

COVID BONUSES
Mayor Shannon Collins an-

nounced $700 bonuses for all 
fulltime employees and $100 bo-
nuses for parttime employees of 
the town.

Collins said a couple months 
ago, the county had offered the 
town additional CARES Act 
funds to provide for recognition 
of the hazards the town’s public 
safety employees had encoun-
tered during COVID-19.

“The council and town man-
ager felt strongly that all town 

employees deserved such recog-
nition and asked Ms. Burcham to 
work on a plan to make this hap-
pen,” Collins said.

He said he was pleased to an-
nounce Burcham had identified 
savings in the town manager’s 
budget that, coupled with the 
county’s additional allocation for 
public safety employees, will al-
low the town to give all fulltime 
employees $700 and all part-
time employees $100 in a special 
check run in mid-December.

He expressed council’s appre-
ciation to both the county and 
Burcham for making the bonuses 
possible.

Continued from Page A2
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Winterfest activities scheduled 
throughout month in Radford

The New River City will be 
celebrating the holidays this year 
in some new and innovative ways 
and you are invited!  Out of an 
abundance of caution for the safety 
of our citizens and visitors, many 
of our annual traditions and spe-
cial events have been reimagined 
so that everyone can celebrate the 
season as safely as possible.  

 Winterfest in Radford will in-
clude numerous events that will 
be held virtually and in-person 
and will occur during the winter 
months.  Due to the changing cli-
mate of the COVID pandemic, at-
tendees are encouraged to confirm 
dates and times prior to the event 
and masks will be required at the 
in-person events.

 December 6-Holiday Pop Up 
Market at the NRVCS Lot, Noon-
4PM, 401 W. Main St, local craft 
vendors and carolers will set up 
outside in socially distant spaces, 
sponsored by Mountain Trotter 
Arts

December 8-Virtual Tree Light-
ing, 6:30PM, Facebook Live/Rad-
ford Public Library

December 9-22-Business win-
dow and residential decorating 
contest throughout the city, en-

try fees apply, grab dinner at one 
of our local restaurants, tour the 
commercial districts and neighbor-
hoods from the safety of your own 
car and then be sure to vote for 
your favorites, map on Radford-
Chamber.com

December 13-Santa’s Police 
Cruise, begins at 3PM, Santa 
cruises throughout Radford neigh-
borhoods, map on RadfordVA.gov, 
sponsored by the City of Radford 
Police Department

December 14-Handcrafted Hol-
iday Night Market, Triangle Lot, 
W. Main Street, 5-8PM, featuring 
Java Brothers and local vendors, 
sponsored by Mountain Trotter 
Arts and the Radford Info & Wel-
come Center

December 17-Christmas Cruise 
Thru, 6-8PM, Radford Rec Center, 
200 George Street, car decorating 

contest and holiday treats, applica-
tions can be found on RadfordVA.
gov

December 1 through February 
5-Exhibit at Glencoe Mansion, 
“Misfits, Ghosts and Goblins”, Tue-
Sat 10AM-4PM, Sun 1-4PM, 600 
Unruh Drive, free admission

December 1 through 24-Grab 
& Go Crafts and virtual Holiday 
Storytimes at the Radford Public 
Library, various dates/times, call 
540-731-3621 to schedule an ap-
pointment or use My Library app

 Information about restaurants 
and shops in Radford and the full 
calendar of events can be found on 
VisitRadford.com under “things to 
do”.  Maps and event information 
is available at the Radford Info & 
Welcome Center at their new loca-
tion, 701A W. Main Street. Current 
hours are Tue-Thur 10-2.

County resolution opposes 
governor’s COVID guidelines

RUSTBURG, Va. (AP) — Officials in Virginia’s Campbell County 
have passed a resolution that expresses opposition to the governor’s new 
safety guidelines that aim limit the spread of the coronavirus. 

The Lynchburg News & Advance reports that the county’s supervisors 
declared the county on Tuesday to be a “First Amendment sanctuary.” 
The resolution is considered to be mostly symbolic and is similar to a 
Second Amendment sanctuary resolution that was passed by the county’s 
board more than a year ago. 

Gov. Ralph Northam’s executive order limits indoor and outdoor gath-
erings to no more than 25 people. It also directs restaurants and bars to 
halt alcohol sales at 10 p.m. and close by midnight.

The county’s resolution claims the Democratic governor’s mandate 
violates the state’s constitution and seeks to oppose enforcement of his 
executive order. It asks the sheriff’s office “not assist any state law en-
forcement officer, state health agent or federal agent” attempting to en-
force the order.

The Virginia Department of Health enforces the governor’s mandates, 
not local law enforcement agencies.

Supervisor Steve Shockley said the resolution is largely symbolic.
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WILLIAM ALBERT 
“BUNK” AUSTIN 

William Albert “Bunk” Aus-
tin, 95, of Radford, VA went to 
be with his Lord on November 
24, 2020. Bunk was a lifelong 
resident of Radford and a life-
long member of Grove United 
Methodist Church. He was also 
an active member of the VFW 
Post 776 and the Marine Corps 
League. Bunk proudly served his 
country as a Marine in WWII, 
serving in the South Pacific. He 
owned and operated A. S. Austin 
& Sons Moving and Storage. He 
spent his remaining years trav-
eling with his co-pilot, Mary, 
across the United States. Bunk is 
preceded in death by his loving 
wife of 72 years, Mary Johnston 
Austin, and his daughter Debra 
Austin Leighton. He is survived 
by his daughter Donna Austin 
Wickline (Graham) of Radford 
and his son William Gregory 
Austin (Dennis) of Asheville, 
NC, sisters Sylvia Austin Wright 
of Radford and Elizabeth Austin 
Minor of Winchester, as well as 5 
grandchildren and 6 great grand-
children. Due to COVID restric-
tions, a private graveside service 
will be held. In lieu of flowers, 
please make a donation to VFW 
Post 776 in Radford in his name, 
or to Meals on Wheels in Rad-
ford. Semper Fi brave Marine. 
Oorah!  Online condolences may 
be sent to the family by visiting 
www.seaglefuneralhome.com  
Arrangements by Seagle Funeral 
Home, Pulaski.

DANIEL BRUCE GULLION 
Daniel Bruce Gullion, age 89 

of Pulaski, went to his Heavenly 
Home on Tuesday, November 24, 
2020.  He was born on August 15, 
1931 in Smyth County, and was 
the son of the late Ruth K. Kirk 
Gullion, and Oklahoma Homer 
Gullion.

Dan was an exceptional citizen, 
retired accountant at Radford 
Army Ammunition Plant, Army 
veteran of the Korean War, served 
in the Army Reserve, member of 
the American Legion Post 58 in 
Dublin, Member of Thornspring 
United Methodist Church for 44 
years, Past Master, and oldest 
member of Henry Clay Masonic 
Lodge #280 A.F.&A.M., once ac-
tive in the Gideans, and a gradu-
ate of East Tennessee State Uni-
versity.

In addition to his parents, he 
was preceded in death by his 
daughter, Danah Gullion Webb, 
a brother; Sherman (Dude) Gul-
lion.  He is survived by his wife:  
Margaret Ann Gullion of Pulaski:  
daughter; Sonya G. Edens of Pu-
laski:  grandsons;  J.D. Martin of 
Christiansburg, Tommy (Hope) 
Webb of Richmond, along with 
their children, great-grandsons 
Jacob and Adam Webb.  Also 
survived by nieces and nephews.

The family would like to extend 
their appreciation to his caregiv-
ers, Betty Slusher, affectionately 
known to Dan as (Betty-Betty), 
and Freida Hoback, affectionately 
known to Dan as (Freeder).  With 
his quiet sense of humor, Dan 
loved to make people laugh.

Due to the COVID restrictions, 
a private graveside service will 
be held at Thornspring Cemetery 
with military honors.  A grave-
side committal will also be con-
ducted by Henry Clay Masonic 
Lodge #280 A.F.&A.M.

Online condolences may be 
sent to the family by visiting 
www.seaglefuneralhome.com  
Arrangements by Seagle Funeral 
Home, Pulaski.

RONALD GLEASON 
VAUGHAN 

Ronald Gleason Vaughan, age 
97 of Pulaski, died Thursday, No-
vember 26, 2020.  He was born 
in Pulaski on August 14, 1923 
and was the son of the late Nina 
McCrosky Vaughan and Oscar 
Gleason Vaughan.  He was the 
oldest member of the First United 
Methodist Church, was a member 
and Past Master of the Pythagoras 
Masonic Lodge #239 A.F.&A.M., 
was retired from Radford Army 
Ammunition Plant, and was a 
veteran of WWII, having served 
in the Army Air Corp.  In addi-
tion to his parents, he was pre-
ceded in death by a sister, Valen-
cia Vaughan.  He is survived by 
his loving wife:  Louise Farmer 
Vaughan:  two sons; Dr. Ronald 
O. Vaughan of Pulaski, and Dr. 
Dennis L. Vaughan of Radford:  
six grandchildren; Erik (Holly) 
Vaughan, Brian (Erica) Vaughan, 
Mark (Sarah) Vaughan, Courtney 
(Tighe) Harris, Andrew Vaughan, 
and Emily Vaughan, along with 
seven great-grandchildren.  A pri-
vate graveside service was held 
at Highland Memory Gardens, 
where the Pythagoras Masonic 
Lodge #239 A.F.&A.M conducted 
graveside rites.  In lieu of flow-
ers, the family suggests that you 
make memorial contributions 
to the First United Methodist 
Church.  Online condolences may 
be sent to the family by visiting 
www.seaglefuneralhome.com  
Arrangements by Seagle Funeral 
Home, Pulaski.

GARLAND EWING 
EARHART, JR. 

Garland Ewing Earhart, Jr., 76, 
of Draper, passed away Monday, 
November 30, 2020. As a proud 
graduate of Virginia Tech, he re-
tired after teaching a combined 
40 years of service in Rockbridge, 
Roanoke and Pulaski school sys-
tems. He was preceded in death 
by his father, Garland E. Earhart, 
Sr.

Survivors include the love 
of his life for 52 years his wife, 
Brenda P. Earhart; daughters and 
son-in-law, Sara Boyd, and Susan 
and Douglas Winter; his mother, 
Eloise Marshall; 4 grandchildren; 
brother, Stephen Earhart; broth-
er-in-law and sister-in-law, Mark 
and Twila Patton; several nieces 
and nephews; and many other rel-
atives and friends.

Graveside services will be pri-
vate in the Draper’s Valley Pres-
byterian Church Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, please con-
sider contributions to the Drap-
er’s Valley Presbyterian Church 
Building Fund or Pulaski Daily 
Bread.

The Earhart family is in the 
care of Mullins Funeral Home 
& Crematory in Radford. www.
mullinsfuneralhom.com

SANDY CAROLYN 
BRANCH BURTON 

Sandy Carolyn Branch Burton, 
age 66 of Pulaski passed away 
Monday, November 30, 2020 at 
her home.

Born June 14, 1954 in Wythe 
County she was the daughter of 
the late John Newton Branch & 
Margaret Ann Gray Branch. Her 
brother, Billy Branch and sister 
Peggy Friend also preceded her 
in death.

She is survived by her
Husband of 47 years
Bobby Lebert Burton – Pulaski
Children
Sharon (Kelby) Gray, Jr. – Pu-

laski
Carol (John) Hicks – Pulaski
Crystal (Jorge) Ponce – Lake-

wood, WA
Grandchildren
Matthew Gray, Marissa Gray, 

Tiffany Riggins & Justin Doss, 
John Hicks, Lauren Hicks, Eli-
anna Ponce, Kaley Ponce, Luis 
Ponce

Great Grandchildren
Lakota Gray, Kyler Gray
Brother
John (Teresa) Branch – Dublin
Numerous nieces and nephews 
Graveside funeral services 

were held Thursday, December 
3, 2020 at the Thornspring UMC 
Cemetery, Pulaski with Pastor 
Theresa Tolbert officiating.

To sign Sandy’s online guest-
book, please visit www.bowerfu-
neralhome.com

Bower Funeral Homes, Pulaski 
is handling the arrangements for 
the family.

GARY DALE EDWARDS 
Gary Dale Edwards age 73 

peacefully passed away Thurs-
day, November 19, 2020 at Pulas-
ki Lewis Gale Hospital.

Preceded by his loving wife 
Vivian Irene Edwards, his parents 
Frank Hardin Edwards and Chris-
tine Tilley Edwards and his sister 
Connie Edwards Linkous and 
2 brothers Dennis Edwards and 
Ellery Edwards.

He is  survived by his daugh-
ter Tracy Yvette Haga (Fiance Ed 
Deputy), grandson Robert Jayce 
Haga, granddaughter Justine Trail 
(husband Randy Trail Jr.), beauti-
ful great-granddaughter Callie 
Nicole Huss.  Gary was his best 
friend Jeff “Speedy” Linkous.

Memorial service will be Sat-
urday, December 5, 2020 at 2 
PM from Stevens Funeral Home 
Chapel, Pulaski, VA.LYNWOOD MICHAEL 

“BIG MIKE” TALBERT, SR. 
Lynwood Michael “Big Mike” 

Talbert, Sr., 70, of New River en-
tered his eternal heavenly home 
on Thursday, November 26, 2020. 

The Talbert family is in the 
care of Mullins Funeral Home & 
Crematory in Radford, Virginia. 
www.mullinsfuneralhome.com

Remember 
Your Loved 
One On A 

Special Day
With An

In Memoriam
Notice

In 
The Patriot

Call 
540-808-3949
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With An
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In 
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Call 
540-808-3949

JUNIOR MATTHEW 
WRIGHT 

Junior Matthew Wright, age 78 
of Pulaski passed away Sunday, 
November 29, 2020 in the Mont-

See DEATHS, page A5

the son of the late Lee Andrew 
Wright and Ola Maude Kress 
Wright. His wife, Juanita Virgin-
ia Wright, two daughters, Robin 
Elizabeth Wright and Loretta 
Lynn Wright: one son Michael 
Anthony Wright also preceded 
him in death.

He is survived by his
Children

g o m e r y 
Lewis Gale 
Hospital.

Born De-
cember 14, 
1941 in Pu-
laski Coun-
ty, he was 
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Holy Cow 1801 Wysor Road 
(Rt. 100 South)

Exit 89A From I-81
Draper, VA.  24324

540-250-1775

Santas, Snowmen, 
Snowflakes and Angels.

Ornaments and Decorations, 
Garden and Gifts old & new.

Hours:  Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sundays 1-5 p.m.

Antiques, Gardens and 
Great Finds

Belle

We Got That
Holiday Feeling!

Continued from Page A4

Deaths
Joseph Barry Wright
Kevin Matthew Wright
Grandchildren
Christopher Allen Wright, Jo-

seph Kelly Wright, Amber Ni-
cole Sheppard,

Emilee Dawn Wright, and 
Rylee Nicole Wright

Brothers
Roy Randolph Wright
Robert Lee “Bobby” Wright
Jerry Lee Kress
Sisters
Betty Bentley
Linda Sue Gibson
Step Sisters
Thelma “Boots” Lawson
Stella Wright
Step Brothers
Sam, Dale, Henry and Harry 

Wright
A private memorial service 

will be held at a later date.
To sign Junior’s online guest-

book, please visit www.bower-
funeralhome.com

Bower Funeral Homes, Pulas-
ki is handling the arrangements 
for the family.

AUBRY ROBERT 
DRUMMONDS 

Aubry Robert Drummonds, 
age 67 of Kingsport, TN passed 
away Wednesday, November 25, 
2020 at the Lewis-Gale Hospital, 
Pulaski. Born March 6, 1953 in 
Monroe, Michigan he was the 
son of the late Charlie Drum-
monds and Easter Sunday Ev-
ans Drummonds. His daughter, 
Rhonda Drummonds also pre-
ceded him in death.

He is survived by his
Wife – Jennifer Marie Donoho 

Drummonds
Children – Adam Drummonds 

– Pulaski, Randall Drummonds 
– Kingsport, TN, Tim Drum-
monds – Newbern, Lisa Drum-
monds – Tazewell, TN, Naomi 
Church – Jonesville, VA

7 Grandchildren
1 Step Granddaughter
Brother – Larry
Sisters  – Joyce, Janice, Bren-

da, Dora, Glenda and Vicky
The family will have private 

services at a later date. To sign 
Aubry’s online guestbook please 
visit www.bowerfuneralhome.
com, Bower Funeral Homes, 
Pulaski is handling the arrange-
ments for the family.

CHARLES WESLEY 
FARRIS 

Charles Wesley Farris, age 68 
of Allisonia passed away Satur-
day, November 28, 2020 at the 
Lewis-Gale Hospital-Pulaski. 
Born October 3, 1952 in Co-
lumbia, South Carolina he was 
the son of the late Carl Sampson 
Farris & Reba Elizabeth Meetze 
Farris. His sister, Patricia Denny 
and brother John Paul Farris also 
preceded him in death.

He is survived by his 
Wife
Linda Darlene Wright Farris – 

Pulaski
Brothers
George Stanley (Jewel) Farris 

– Wytheville
Carl Sampson (Regina) Farris, 

Jr. – Hillsville
Joseph Graham Farris – Alli-

sonia
James Martin Farris – Alliso-

nia
Jacob William (Cheryl) Farris 

– Pulaski
Private funeral services will 

be held at the Farris Cemetery in 
Allisonia.

To sign his online guestbook, 
please visit www.bowerfuneral-
home.com

Bower Funeral Homes, Pulas-
ki is handling the arrangements 
for the family.

INEZ IRENE MANUEL 
DUNCAN 

Inez Irene Manuel Duncan, 
100, of Pulaski, VA died early 
Saturday morning, November 
28, 2020 in the Pulaski Health & 
Rehab Center.  She was born in 
Wythe Co., on September 9, 1920 
and was the daughter of the late 
Guy & Aida Manuel.  She was 
also preceded in death by her hus-
band, Guy Clifton Duncan.  Mrs. 
Duncan was a retired employee of 
the Pulaski YMCA.

Surviving are:
Son – Donald E. Duncan and 

his fiance’, Jean Coffey and Jean’s 
family, Margaret & Jan Coffey

Grandsons – Donald Todd Dun-
can

Steve Back & Wife, Julie
Chris Back & Wife, Rhonda
Great-Grandchildren – Lauren, 

Alexis, Brittany, Tyler and Travis
A number of Nephews and 

Nieces
A graveside service was held 

Wednesday, December 2nd at 
Highland Memory Gardens, Dub-
lin, with Rev. Michael Warren of-
ficiating.

Arrangements by Stevens Fu-
neral Home, Pulaski, VA

LINDA KAY CRAIG BACK 
Linda Kay Craig Back, 72, of 

Pulaski, VA died early Monday 
morning, November 30, 2020 at 
her home.  She was born in Pulas-
ki, VA on November 7, 1948 and 
was the daughter of the late Her-
bert R. and Violet Craig.  She was 
a retired employee of Gator Mart.

Surviving are:
Husband – John T. (Terry) Back
Son – John T. (Johnny) Back, II 

and Wife, Holly Back
Daughter – Paula M. Blevins
Grandchildren – Codie Blevins
Darian Blevins
Three Great-Grandchildren
Brothers – Herbert R. Craig, Jr. 

and Wife, Geraldine Craig
James R. Craig and Wife, Vita 

Craig
Robert Craig and Wife, Debbie 

Craig
Funeral services will be held 

Friday, December 4th at 2:00 PM 
from the Stevens Funeral Home 
Chapel with Rev. Jeff Willhoite 
officiating.  Burial will follow in 
the Thornspring Cemetery, Pulas-
ki Co.  Visiting will be Friday at 
the funeral home where the fam-
ily will receive friends from 1:00 
until the service hour.

Arrangements by Stevens Fu-
neral Home, Pulaski, VA.
JAMES ROBERT PHILLIPS 

James Robert Phillips, age 74 
of Pulaski, died Friday, Novem-
ber 27, 2020 at his residence.  He 
was born in Pulaski on March 7, 
1946.  He was a U.S. Marine, a 
member of the American Legion, 
was a member of the Elks where 
he proudly served as treasurer 
for many years, and a graduate of 
Virginia Tech in 1970.

In addition to his parents, he 
was preceded in death by a broth-
er:  Claude Franklin Phillips.  
He is survived by his wife of 54 
years:  Mary Lou Cox Phillips of 
Pulaski:  two sons;  James Rob-
ert Phillips, II of Little Creek and 
John (Devin) Phillips of Amherst 
:  a sister; Linda (Butch) Van-
hoozier of Fairlawn:  aunt; Marie 
Hedge-Handy:  grandchildren; 
Emily Phillips, Chelsea Phillips 
both of Amherst, Marlee Phillips 
of Albany, GA.  Also blessed with 
an abundance of great neighbors.

A private funeral service was 
held at the funeral home Wednes-
day, Dec. 2 with a private burial 
to follow in Oakwood Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers please make 
memorial contributions to the Pu-
laski County Animal Shelter.  On-
line condolences may be sent to 
the family by visiting www.sea-
glefuneralhome.com  Arrange-
ments by Seagle Funeral Home, 
Pulaski.

DIANNA LEA RAMSEY 
Dianna Lea Ramsey, 75, of 

Pulaski, VA, passed away Thurs-
day, November 26, 2020. She was 
born August 23, 1945 in Rich-
mond, VA, the daughter of Irene 
Taylor.

She attended Little Creek Ap-
ostolic Tabernacle, Dublin, VA. 
She loved to cook and liked for 
everyone to be fed. She is es-
pecially noted for her coconut 
pound cakes and her red velvet 
cakes. She loved her family and 
loved to be with them. She will 
be greatly missed by those who 
loved her.

Besides her mother, she was 
preceded in death by her grand-
parents, who raised her, Charlie 
& Lenora Rasnick, her husband, 
James David Ramsey and two 
brothers, Walter Taylor and Har-
old Taylor.

Left to cherish her memory are 
her son & daughter-in-law, David 
& Tammy Ramsey; her daugh-
ters & son-in-law, Christine Cox 
and Lenora & Ritchie McKinney; 
her grandchildren, Chad McK-
inney, Hannah & Joshua Kast, 
James Cox, Nevaeh Cox, Am-
ber & Christopher Bays, Jarred 
Ramsey and Austin Ramsey; 
her great-grandchildren, Sephira 
Price and Hailey Bays; a brother 
& sisters-in-law, Benny & Glad-
ys Taylor and Janet Taylor and a 
brother-in-law & sister-in-law, 
Rev. Tommy & Barbara Ramsey.

Per her wishes, she will be cre-
mated and the family will plan a 
memorial service at a later date, 
which we will post. She will be 
buried at Shiloh Cemetery.

The Ramsey family is in the 
care of A. Vest & Sons Funeral 
Home, White Gate, avestand-
sons.com, (540) 921-2985.

Thanksgiving holiday
crashes claim 10 lives 
across Commonwealth

RICHMOND – Over the 
Thanksgiving statistical count-
ing period, preliminary data 
shows that speed played a factor 
in at least four fatal traffic crash-
es. Those four crashes led to the 
deaths of six people, including a 
teenager and 6-year-old boy. In 
addition, the teenager and young 
boy were not wearing appropri-
ate safety restraints.

 “Speed and lack of person-
al safety restraints continue to 
cost Virginians their lives,” said 
Colonel Gary T. Settle, Virginia 
State Police Superintendent. “As 
we continue through the holi-
day season, I am pleading with 
Virginians of all ages to respect 
and comply with all traffic safety 
laws. Virginia State Police and 
your loved ones want you to ar-
rive at your destination safely.”

 In total, during the five-day 
period which began at 12:01 a.m. 
Nov. 25, 2020 and concluded at 
midnight Nov. 29, 2020, 10 peo-
ple lost their lives in eight traf-
fic crashes in Virginia. The fatal 
crashes occurred in the cities of 
Lynchburg, Newport News and 
Richmond and the counties of 
Frederick, Pittsylvania, Rock-
ingham and Shenandoah. Of 
those crashes, one was alcohol 
related, four were speed related 
and one involved a pedestrian.

 This is an increase from 2019 
when there were eight traffic 
fatalities during the five-day 
Thanksgiving statistical count-

ing period. There were 12 traffic 
fatalities during the same period 
in 2018. *

 In an effort to prevent traffic 
deaths and injuries during the 
Thanksgiving holiday, the Vir-
ginia State Police participated 
in Operation C.A.R.E. - Crash 
Awareness and Reduction Effort. 
Operation CARE is an annual, 
state-sponsored, national pro-
gram during which state police 
increases its visibility and traffic 
enforcement efforts during the 
five-day statistical counting pe-
riod.

 The 2020 Thanksgiving Hol-
iday C.A.R.E. initiative resulted 
in troopers citing 4,930 speeders 
and 1,706 reckless drivers state-
wide. Virginia troopers charged 
67 drivers for driving under 
the influence of alcohol and/or 
drugs, and cited 498 drivers for 
failing to buckle up themselves 
and/or juvenile passengers.

 
State police responded to 733 

traffic crashes across the Com-
monwealth, with 117 of those 
resulting in injuries. State po-
lice also assisted 1,609 disabled/
stranded motorists during the 
Thanksgiving weekend.

 Funds generated from sum-
monses issued by Virginia State 
Police go directly to court fees 
and the state’s Literary Fund, 
which benefits public school con-
struction, technology funding 
and teacher retirement.

Siers announces changes in 
school attendance schedules

School Superintendent Dr. 
Kevin Siers announced Wednes-
day evening that Pulaski County 
Public Schools will return to 100 
percent daily attendance for stu-
dents in grades PreK-5 on Mon-
days, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and 
Fridays beginning on Monday, 
December 7, 2020.  

Students in grades 6-12 will 
remain on a 50 percent atten-
dance schedule with students 
whose last names begin with 
A-K attending on Mondays and 
Tuesdays and students whose last 
names begin with L-Z attending 
on Thursdays and Fridays.  

Wednesdays will remain a vir-

tual learning day for all students.  
“We will continue to assess all 

local COVID data, our ability to 
safely staff our schools, and the 
effectiveness of the mitigation 
strategies as we strive to provide 
as much in-person instruction as 
possible for the students of Pu-
laski County,” Siers stated.   

Early morning fire destroys vacant house
The Pulaski Fire Department 

was called to 119 Pinnacle St. at 
12:31a.m. this morning (Thurs-
day) for a house fire. 

The first fire engine arrived at 
12:36 a.m. to find a house fully 
involved with fire from one end 
to the other. 

According to Pulaski Fire 
Chief Robbie Kiser, firefighters 
quickly extinguished the fire 
using roughly 3,000 gallons of 
water and 17 personnel from Pu-
laski Fire Department and two 
Engines. Dublin Volunteer Fire 
Department assisted with 12 per-

sonnel and an engine, and New-
bern Volunteer Fire Department 
responded with its Air Truck and 
two personnel. 

REMSI and Fire Medics also 
assisted along with Pulaski Po-
lice Department. 

Fortunately, the house was 
vacant, and the fire is currently 
being investigated by the Fire 
Marshal’s office. 

Kiser said fire department per-
sonnel cleared the scene around 
3 a.m. and was back in service at 
4 a.m. No injuries were reported, 
and the house was a deemed a to-

tal loss. 

“Pulaski Fire Department 
would like to THANK all agen-
cies that assisted with this fire. 
We would also like to remind ev-
eryone as we are getting into the 
cold weather season to use extra 
care while using portable heat-
ers and/or fireplaces. Have your 
chimneys checked and cleaned 
before use. Also, be sure to keep 
water in your Christmas tree. We 
hope everyone has a Safe and 
Happy Holiday season,” Kiser 
stated.

Shop Small Pulaski: Win $1,000!
From Pulaski County 
Chamber of Commerce

Pulaski County Chamber of 
Commerce’s Shop Small Pulaski 
campaign encourages and rewards 
those who choose to shop small 
this holiday season. In this un-
precedented year, small businesses 
have adapted and overcome chal-
lenges. Let’s show them some love 
by shopping small this season.

Shop Small Pulaski celebrates 
customers for shopping locally 
by giving tickets for shop small 
purchases. Shop small tickets en-
ter customers into a $1,000 grand 
prize drawing sponsored by Pulas-
ki County. Participating business-

es choose how they want to honor 
“shop smallers” with shop small 
tickets. For example, customers can 
receive tickets through purchasing 
a certain special or by spending a 
specific dollar amount.

Just in time for the holiday sea-
son, Shop Small Pulaski will run 
through Dec. 16. The $1,000 grand 
prize drawing will be live Dec. 18 
on Pulaski County Chamber of 
Commerce’s Facebook page.

Businesses participating in Shop 

Small Pulaski include: Anderson 
Audiology Hearing Aid Sales & 
SV, AutoShine Car Wash, Boss-
lady Boutique LLC, Draper Mer-
cantile, Fine Arts Center for the 
NRV, Martin’s Pharmacy, Moun-
tain 2 Island Paddleboard Compa-
ny, Next Level VR, Pete Dye Riv-
er Course of Virginia Tech, Sal’s 
Jr. Pizzeria, Sign Systems Inc., 
Spinning Jenny, Southern Harts 
Boutique, Tom’s Drive-In, Tru-
Harvest Farms, Twins Pizza and 
WPSK’s Toys for Tots campaign. 
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It already seems clear that the 
first major political and culture 
eruption of the Biden years will 
be a roiling populist backlash 
against the next round of COVID 
restrictions. 

We saw this sentiment play 
out in sporadic anti-lockdown 
demonstrations last spring and it 
has driven ongoing resistance to 
masks, but it is, in all likelihood, 
about to reach an entirely new 
level - fueled by exhaustion with 
the virus, elite hypocrisy and 
the shattered credibility of the 
public-health establishment. 

The ascension of Joe Biden 
will add force to the reaction. 
It is an iron law of American 
politics that whichever party 
doesn’t control the presidency 
will suspect the other of plotting 
to impose a tyranny, so the 
fear and loathing of COVID 
restrictions, somewhat muted on 
the right while Donald Trump 
was president, will deepen and 
intensify. 

The right’s populism and 
limited-government impulse, 
which separated in the Trump 
years, will presumably be 
reunited in the push against 
lockdowns in a way that they 
haven’t been since the Tea Party.

“Lockdowns. Mask police. 
Curfews. What about freedom?” 
asked conservative Rep. Jim 
Jordan in a recent tweet, 
forecasting things to come. 

It’d be much better if we 
could find a prudent middle path 
through the next several months, 
as the pandemic enters its worst 
phase and as new vaccines arrive 
that will soon start changing 
everything. But a significant 
segment of the American public 
has lost its patience with a new 
normal that has, at times, been 
arbitrary and poorly thought 
through. 

When the new virus first 
hit our shores and we knew 
much less about it, the case for 
lockdowns was strong to keep 
the health-care system from 
getting overwhelmed and to play 
for time (and better treatments). 
In retrospect, though, the 
nationwide lockdowns of the 
spring closed down some states 
before they experienced their 
initial waves of the disease, 
imposing economic, mental 
health and medical costs without 
much upside. 

After that kind of sacrifice, 
it’s hard to double-dip and ask 
people to do it again. 

Especially when the latest 
advice ran against the grain 
of one of the nation’s oldest 
traditions, namely Thanksgiving, 
and when prominent pro-
restriction officeholders discredit 
themselves with their own 
behavior. 

In mid-November, Chicago 
Mayor Lori Lightfoot told 
residents of her city: “You must 
cancel the normal Thanksgiving 
plans. Particularly if they include 
guests that do not live in your 
immediate household.” Yet just 
days earlier she happily had 
joined a crowd celebrating Joe 
Biden’s election victory. During 
this moment, the political class 

See LOWRY, page A7

Worship the State,
Or Else

By Cal Thomas
Tribune Content Agency

In totalitarian societies, governments 
suppress the church and religious worship. 
That’s because dictators believe citizens 
should worship them as the highest au-
thority and not a Higher Authority, which 
they view as a threat to their power and 
position.

In the United States, the threat to 
religious liberty has been under siege for 
some time. Last week’s Thanksgiving gift 
to believers from the Supreme Court may 
be only a temporary reprieve from gov-
ernment’s assault on faith and conscience. 
The narrow 5-4 ruling serves as a warning 
the threat is not over.

The court majority ruled that Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo of New York overstepped 
his authority and the Constitution, when 
he arbitrarily declared that, during the 
COVID pandemic, worship services must 
be limited to a number he created out of 
whole cloth.

What is it that causes so many Amer-
icans to place their faith in government 
over faith in God, or even faith in them-
selves? False gods of wood, iron, bronze 
and gold could not answer the prayers of 
ancient peoples, so why, when government 
fails to answer the “prayers” of so many 
today, do people continue to put their faith 
in it?

When government sets itself up as the 
ultimate authority on all things, including 
the right to gather and worship freely, 
other liberties can quickly be at risk. If the 
First Amendment is to be challenged, even 
watered down when it comes to faith and 
practice, why not impose stricter controls 
on speech and the press, as is done in 
totalitarian states? Once the principle that 
government endows rights is established, it 
is a very short step for government to take 
them away.

In China and elsewhere around the 
globe, dictators view God as a challenge 
to their rule. They demand total fealty, or 
those who seek to go over their heads with 
appeals to Heaven must be arrested, jailed 
and in some instances murdered that the 
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Coming 
Anti-
COVID 
Restriction 
Backlash

Integrity first. 
Service before 
Self. Excellence 
in All You Do.

almighty state be preserved.
One of the founding principles that 

brought Pilgrims from England to Amer-
ica was the freedom to worship God as 
their consciences dictated. The Constitu-
tion guarantees that right. In more recent 
years the term “separation between church 
and state” penned by Thomas Jefferson 
in a private letter to a friend, has come to 
mean the right of the government to define 
the meaning of “church,” restricting the 
practice of faith to one hour on Sunday 
morning and in the case of Gov. Cuomo 
and some other governors and mayors, 
dictating how many people can gather to 
worship Someone other than them.

A Wall Street Journal editorial com-
menting on the Court’s decision got it 
right: “The Court explains that New 
York’s order treats houses of worship 
more harshly than what Mr. Cuomo con-
siders ‘essential’ businesses. Those include 
liquor stores, bike shops, acupuncturists, 
lawyers, accountants, and more.”

Sermons I have heard over the years 
have noted that in the eyes of God when 
one has broken one of the Ten Command-
ments, one has broken them all. Breaking 
one law, they have noted, defines one as a 
lawbreaker.

It is a good analogy when considering 
our liberties. If one is threatened, all are 
potentially at risk. President-elect Joe 
Biden has promised to name more liberal 
judges to federal benches. If he succeeds, 
expect more challenges to religious 
freedom and other constitutional rights, 
including the right to life and the right to 
keep and bear arms. It is a major reason 
why the runoff election in Georgia next 
month must re-elect the two Republicans 
so that a Senate majority can block chal-
lenges by the new administration, not just 
to religious liberty, but to other freedoms 
as well.

Readers may email Cal Thomas at 
tcaeditors@tribpub.com. Look for Cal 
Thomas’ new book “America’s Expira-
tion Date: The Fall of Empires and Su-
perpowers and the Future of the United 
States” (HarperCollins/Zondervan).

One Nation
Under God

By Danielle Reid

The plaque was strategically hung on the wall 
behind the administrator’s desk, so when I walked 
into the office the first thing I saw was this motto:  
“Integrity first. Service before self. Excellence in 
all you do.”

I was quite surprised.  But it gave me a sense of 
trust and confidence that this person would exem-
plify the qualities so boldly stated and prominently 
displayed on that sign.  I couldn’t help admiring 

the resolute 
character 
and honor-
able traits 
declared by 
the adminis-
trator.

Later in 

the day, I shared the motto with a friend, who was 
also duly impressed.  We talked about how so many 
of our nation’s Founders sacrificed their lives and 
fortunes to establish the United States of America.  
I wondered if the same sign, meticulously hand let-
tered, would have been sitting on the desks of such 
great men as George Washington, Thomas Jeffer-
son, John Adams and so many others who devoted 
their entire lives in service to this nation.

At the founding of our nation, people consid-
ered themselves citizen-statesmen.  As such, these 
patriots saw a need to serve the country and then 
returned to their homes, families and occupations; 
rather than becoming professional politicians.  

According to Senate.gov, “During the first 100 
years of the Senate’s existence (September 17, 
1787), members who made it into their second 
six-year term were considered long-time veterans.”  
Compare that to the longevity of many of our sena-
tors who have passed the 30-year mark of “service” 
to our country.  I’ve counted 111 members of Con-
gress who have been there for up to 59-years; with 
78 of them as Democrats and 33 as Republicans.  

How many of these professional politicians do 
you suppose embody the characteristics of the 
administrator’s motto, compared to those original 
citizen-statesmen who served one or two terms?

During the formative years of our nation, Chris-
tian pastors would preach election sermons from 
the pulpit, explaining the character and qualifica-
tions of the prospective elected individual.  

Here is an excerpt preached at Hartford on May 
12, 1803 by Dr. Matthias Burnet.  In it he states 
that close attention should be paid to the character 
and qualifications of the person being elected.  “…
They should be able men, such as fear God, men of 
truth, hating covetousness…men of good natural 
understanding and competent…men acting under 
the belief and awe of God as their inspector and 
judge…truly honest and upright in their principles 
and views, not governed by the sordid motives of 
self-interest…but by a sincere regard to the public 
good.”

Many of us long for the resurgence of the cit-
izen-statemen (and women) who feel compelled 
to serve our nation for a short period of time and 
whose motto reflects that of the administrators:  
Integrity first. Service before self. Excellence in all 
you do.

Maybe if we scrutinized the candidate’s character 
and elected citizen-statesmen/women instead of 
professional politicians, that would eliminate much 
of the corruption we are experiencing in our na-
tion’s Capitol.  Now wouldn’t that be a fresh breath 
of air?

OPEN FORUM
We invite your letters. Send them to: The Patriot, 
P.O. Box 2416, Pulaski, VA 24301f or email your 
letter to: news@pcpatriot.com You can also drop 
it by our officec at 138 N. Jefferson Avenue in 
Pulaski. 
Please include a daytime telephone number for 
verification. 
Please only one letter per 30 days.
We will make every effort to publish your letter. 
We reserve the right to edit your letter if 
necessaray.

OPEN FORUM
Thank you!

To the Editor,

Thank you to the person or persons who cleaned off 
Ray Cemetery on Brookmont Rd. in Pulaski.
God bless you!

Lenn Damron and Brenda D. Horton
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should have been especially sensitive to playing by its own rules, 
when those rules have been so relatively easy to bear for the elite and 
so punishing for ordinary workers. 

To simplify and generalize, at the start of this year, they 
downplayed the virus for fear that it would stoke xenophobia. Then, 
they lurched into five-alarm-fire mode. 

They poured cold water on masks before turning around and 
insisting on them despite ambiguous evidence on the efficacy of cloth 
masks. 

They preached the gospel of social distancing until mass Black 
Lives Matter protests erupted, blessing these huge, often unruly 
gatherings because fighting racism is supposedly a paramount public-
health issue. 

The upshot will be poisonous contention in the months ahead 
before the advent of that most American solution - the clever 
technological fix, in the form of transformative vaccines.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.

Continued from Page A6

Lowry

Have You Really Thought Of Everything?

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE
Week of December 21-26

Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday: 6 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Thursday, Christmas Eve: 6 a.m. - Noon

Closed Friday, Dec. 25th and Saturday, 26th

Happy Holidays!

Hickman reports on Calfee Community & Cultural Center
An update from the Calfee 

Community and Cultural Center 
Board President Mickey Hick-
man.

Happy Holidays!
I would like to report on the 

activities taking place with the 
Calfee Community and Cultural 
Center (CCCC.)

First, I encourage everyone to 
travel to Randolph Ave. and the 
West Main portion of town to 
see the results of a recent Pulaski 
Town Council action. The Coun-
cil in their wisdom has changed 
the name of the street formerly 
known as the “Magnox Drive” 
to “Corbin-Harmon Drive” at the 
bequest of the CCCC and friends. 
This change honors two African 
American citizens of the town 
who distinguished themselves 
by contributing to the tapestry of 
Virginia and American history 
for this region. Dr. Percy Corbin 
saved many lives in the 1918 flu 
pandemic. And Chauncey Har-
mon was an African American 
educator born in Pulaski and ed-
ucated at Calfee Training School 
and the Tuskegee Institute who 
eventually became the principal 
of the Calfee Training School. 
Both men would initiate lawsuits 
that challenged the uneven and 
unfair conditions of segregation. 
The results of these lawsuits 
would gain Thurgood Marshall, 
their legal counsel, insights and 
rationale to successfully argue 
the landmark case of Brown v. 
Board of Education, the decision 
of which would begin to crumble 
the segregationist society that ex-
isted in parts of this nation.

 Kudos to the Council for the 
recognition of these two men 
whose little-known story will 
begin to travel across this nation!

On other notes the CCCC is in 
full swing working to fulfill its 
mission of becoming a viable and 
useful asset for the whole Pulaski 
community.

The Lucy and Chauncey Har-
mon Learning Center, named for 
the former principal and his wife 
Lucy who also taught at Calfee 
will be located inside the CCCC 
and will provide childcare ser-
vices for children ages 6 weeks 
through 5 years of age. Services 
will be provided by a partnership 
between the YMCA of Pulaski 
County, New River Communi-
ty Action’s Head Start Program, 
and Virginia Preschool Initiative 
(a program of the Pulaski County 
Public Schools). These partners 
are working together now to de-
velop business plans before the 
construction phase begins. Low 
to moderate income households 
will be a targeted clientele for the 
center, but services will be avail-
able to families across the in-
come spectrum. Once again Cal-
fee’s halls will have many small 
footsteps moving in the building!

A Museum and History Com-
mittee has been formed and has 
begun to meet to develop con-
cepts for how the museum and 

grounds at Calfee can share the 
school community’s history. We 
have contracted a museum con-
sultant who is helping us with our 
initial vision and plans. A main 
goal for the museum is to create 
a “portal” which will permit vis-
itors to learn about the Calfee 
Training School and its key peo-
ple! In addition, the committee 
hopes to incorporate an educa-
tional thread that will be woven 
into the museum’s identity; we 
plan to especially target and edu-
cate school-aged patrons.

Number three of the six differ-
ent utilities planned for the CCCC 
is the Lena Huckstep Communi-
ty Kitchen, named to honor the 
school’s beloved cook. The Kitch-
en will serve the needs of the 
childcare center and will also be 
available for local food entrepre-
neurs who would have need for 
such a kitchen. Heaven forbid we 
would face another situation sim-
ilar to our present circumstances 
but such a place to prepare hot 
meals would be a needed and safe-
guard boon for the community. In 
an exciting related development, 
the Huckstep Kitchen is already 
partnering with Beans and Rice, 
Inc. as they develop a mobile mar-
ket to deliver affordable, locally 
sourced, fresh produce and other 
food products around the county. 
Cold and dry storage for the mo-
bile market will be installed at the 
CCCC in the coming months.

There are three other utilities 
planned for the CCCC. First, we 
will design and include office, 
meeting, and conference spaces 
in the Center. Secondly, the larg-
est room inside the CCCC will be-
come an “event center” available 
for public consumption. Thirdly, 
above that event center will be a 
computer learning laboratory. It is 
hoped that this learning lab will 
be an area that provides needed 
technical and instructional tute-
lage for young and old in a rapid-
ly changing world of technology. 
Hopefully, the lab will become 
a place where new technology 
skills can be learned and tradi-
tional educational missions such 
as tutoring can happen!

To cover construction costs of 

the center, funds are needed. We 
have a hefty figure to reach if the 
CCCC is to become a reality! A 
major portion of the necessary 
funding is hoped to be gained 
through federal and state grants. 
The remainder will be raised from 
individual donors and businesses. 
We have a Fundraising Commit-
tee that has been brainstorm-
ing concepts and strategies for 
months now. We hope to launch 
a major campaign in 2021. If our 
community can demonstrate sup-
port, it makes us eligible for addi-
tional awards. We had a “testing 
the waters” fundraiser back in the 
late spring of this year. We had 
21 days to achieve a fundraising 
goal of $10,000.00, which we ac-
complished on the last day of the 
campaign.

Local groups have already 
shown support to the CCCC. We 
appreciate grants we have re-
ceived from the Randolph House 
Foundation, the CE Richardson 
Foundation, the County of Pu-
laski, and the Community Foun-
dation of the New River Valley. 
These awards have allowed us 
to operate and to contract need-
ed professional expertise to help 
set us up to go after these crucial 
grants that we seek.

In addition to the financial ac-
tivity we have been involved in we 
have been on the public awareness 
landscape as well. On October 30, 
U.S. Senator Mark Warner visited 
with some of us inside the build-
ing. It was an exciting meeting, 
as it was informative and enjoy-
able for all that attended. We were 
especially fortunate to also be 
joined by Dr. Marylen Harmon, 
daughter of Lucy and Chauncey 
Harmon, who added so much fla-
vor and inside information to the 
small gathering. Senator Warner 
connected our story with other 
similar stories and individuals 
that he knew of. Marylen Harmon 
is a great friend to the CCCC!

Speaking of friends of the 
CCCC, recently I addressed the 
Alpha Delta Kappa group by 

means of a virtual conference; 
they were interested in the past 
story of Calfee but also in where 
the project is at currently. I am 
scheduled to address Delta Kappa 
Gamma on December 17. If there 
are any organizations out there 
who would like to hear firsthand 
about the project, I am available 
and I can bring cohorts as well!

The quick way to gain knowl-
edge about us is to go online. We 
have a website (www.calfeeccc.
org) and Facebook and Insta-
gram presences (@CalfeeCCC). 
We have these things because we 
have a wonderful Communica-

tions Committee, who consist (I 
don’t wish to stereotype here) of 
our younger dedicated members 
of the Board and special friends 
to the CCCC. They are awesome!

I have to comment, the com-
munity has been so receptive and 
supportive. In these recent times 
where there have been racial di-
vides in our nation, Pulaski is 
above this!

So, Pulaski, I am certain I 
can go on and on but I will end 
here! I hope you can see that you 
have something of great interest 
and excitement here; where once 
there were strands of negativity 
surrounding that building, it is 
coming back as a beautiful story! 
Stay tuned!

About the Calfee Community & 
Cultural Center

Inspired by the legacy of Cal-
fee Training School, the Calfee 
Community and Cultural Center 
(CCCC) is committed to meeting 
our community’s present needs 
and creating a stronger future for 
Pulaski County. The organiza-
tion’s Board of Directors, a ma-
jority of whom are either former 
students of the historic African 
American school or their family 
members, are currently designing 
a vision for a future center that 
will address community needs for 
high quality childcare, a strong 
local food economy, preserving lo-
cal African American history, and 
building community and leaders 
in Pulaski County across racial, 
class, and generational lines.

The Calfee Training School was 
constructed in 1939 after the first 
Calfee Training School was de-
stroyed by fire. The building is a 
Public Works Administration proj-
ect repurposed several times since 
the school closed in 1966. For more 
information, or to get involved, 
visit the CCCC website at calfeec-
cc.org and follow @CalfeeCCC on 
Facebook or Instagram.

Photo by Jill Williams
Mickey Hickman

Mickey Hickman photo
Photo of Corbin-Harmon Drive new street sign.
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NRV SEPTIC TANK SERVICE

The Horton FamilyThe Horton Family
540-980-2101540-980-2101

We Appreciate Your Business!We Appreciate Your Business!

We Appreciate Our We Appreciate Our 
Local Local 

First Responders - First Responders - 
Fire, Rescue &Fire, Rescue &

Law Enforcement!Law Enforcement!

Laura Horton Laura Horton 
andand

Fred SouthardFred Southard
OperatorsOperators

Ms. Audre’s 
Fabrics

206 Main Street
Narrows, Va. (540) 921-2042

Open 10 - 6 Tuesday - Friday
10 - 4 Saturday

initially with healthcare workers 
and nursing home residents be-
ing the first to receive doses be-
cause they are at highest risk of 
contracting COVID-19.

“It will take time for the stock 
of vaccine to increase enough be-
fore it can be widely distributed,” 
Bissell said, adding there are a 
lot of logistical concerns. 

She noted that both vaccines 
require two doses – one 21 days 
apart and the other 28 days apart.

Bissell cautioned that citizens 
have to be careful to not let op-
timism over the vaccines “tempt 
us into letting our guards down.”

“We have got to remain vigi-
lant and continue to work hard 
despite the fact we’re tired of 
COVID,” she said.

Bissell urged those who re-
ceive the vaccines to remember 
how vaccines work.

“They will activate your im-
mune system and there will be 
some side effects,” Bissell stated, 
including “fatigue, headaches 
and some others.”

“You just won’t feel well for 

Continued from Page A1

COVID
about 24 hours – especially after 
the first dose. That does not mean 
the vaccine has caused COVID. 
We get this a lot with vaccines. 
It’s just the immune system is 
doing exactly what it should be 
doing in mounting that immune 
response,” she said.

“Be prepared – that’s to be ex-
pected. It’s normal and actually a 
good sign the immune system is 
doing its thing,” Bissell said.

Bissell also noted it could take 
six months or more for the vac-
cines to be distributed enough to 
make a dent in the pandemic.

 

PULSE
December 5

VFW Aux. Post 1184 to host BINGO
VFW Auxiliary Post 1184 will host 25 cent BINGO on Saturday, 
Dec. 5, 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. at the Post home located on the corner of 
Dora Highway and Washington Ave. Everyone is welcome!

December 8
The Sons of Confederate Veterans, Stuart Horse Artillery Camp 
1784 will meet on Tuesday, Dec. 8, 7 p.m. at Aly’s Family Italian 
Restaurant located at 3204 Riner Rd. Members of the United Daugh-
ters of the Confederacy (UDC)are also invited to attend. For further 
information, please call 540-320-4315 or 540-239-9864.

See PULSE, page A9
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PET OF THE WEEKPET OF THE WEEK

Pulaski County Animal Control, 
80 Dublin Park Rd., Dublin, VA 24084, 

540-674-8359
Monday-Friday 10AM-4PM and 

10AM-12Noon on Saturday

Pet of the Week
Is Sponsored Each 

Week By
Todd Bruce, Mgr. 
Seagle Funeral 

Home

In order to protect 
both the citizens of 
Pulaski County and our 
personnel, we will be 
closed to the public until 
further notice. We will 
alter our 
adoption process during 
this time.  If you are 
interested in an animal 
here at the shelter, please 
submit your application 
with you may access 
on our Face Book 
page:   Pulaski County, 
VA Animal Control, 
Once your application 
is approved, you will 
be contacted and a time 
will be made available 
for you to do a meet and 
greet.

With the holidays upon us, please 
remember the homeless animals here at 
the shelter.  Items may be dropped off at 
the shelter Monday-Friday between 10 
a.m. &4 p.m.   If you choose to order from 
Amazon, you can find the link to our Wish 
List on our FaceBook page. 

OUR WISH LIST                                                                
• Leashes and collars ( may be gently 
used)
• **UNSCENTED Kitty Litter
   (WalMart’s “Special Kitty” in the 
red/blue bag works great)      
• Purina Kitten and Cat Chow  (Indoor 
formula, please)
• Purina Puppy Chow
• Canned dog/cat food
• Dog/Cat Treats (NO RAWHIDE)
• Laundry Detergent (UNSCENTED)
• Bleach
• Blankets/Towels/Sheets/Dog or Cat 
beds that are no longer needed
• Small litter pans
• Dawn dish soap
• Heavy Duty Dog Toys: KONGS 
Classic works great!
• WalMart Gift Cards

Photos courtesy of Leslie Mills, Food City
Brooks Dawson, Manager of the Radford Food City presents $2,000 checks to Dora Butler, Direc-
tor of Radford Fairlawn Daily Bread (left) and Lee Spiegel, Executive Director Beans and Rice for 
their organizations’ food banks.

Abingdon – Since 1992, Food City – in partner-
ship with their customers has conducted their annu-
al Race Against Hunger campaign to raise funds for 
local non-profit hunger relief organizations.    

“Hunger is a serious problem throughout our re-
gion.  Food City is proud to be a part of the “Race 
Against Hunger,” says Steven C. Smith, Food City’s 
president and chief executive officer.

Throughout the promotion, customers wishing to 
donate simply select the desired dollar amount and 
it is conveniently added to their order total.  100% 
of the proceeds benefit hunger relief and charitable 
organizations throughout our region.

“Millions of Americans need food assistance 
each year.  The Food City Race Against Hunger 
campaign is one way we can help those in need 
right here in our own area,” says Kevin Stafford, 

Food City vice president of marketing.
The 2019-2020 Race Against Hunger campaign 

raised over $562,000.  Radford Fairlawn Daily 
Bread is scheduled to receive $2000.00 in proceeds.  
Food City officials will make the check presentation 
during an upcoming ceremony.

“We would like to thank our loyal customers for 
helping make this promotion such a huge success.  
Their generosity will help feed thousands of our 
friends and neighbors in need throughout the re-
gion,” adds Smith.

Headquartered in Abingdon, Virginia, K-VA-T 
Food Stores (Food City’s parent company) operates 
134 retail outlets throughout southeast Kentucky, 
southwest Virginia, east Tennessee, Chattanooga 
and north Georgia.  

Food City Race Against 
Hunger funds are awarded

Robinson Tract Community Club to have Holiday Lights Scav-
enger Hunt 

A RT community scavenger hunt will be held Saturday, Dec. 12, 
2020 at 6 p.m. Participants should arrive 15 minutes early to obtain 
a map and get instructions. The hunt will be to find decorative lights 
and holiday decorations that have been identified. Cash prizes will 
be awarded to winners. $100 First place, $50 Second prize and $25 
Third place. Hot beverages will be served.

On going:
Alcohol Anonymous meet Mondays at 8 p.m. (closed meeting); 
Wednesday (noon) and Thursday at 8 p.m. (open meetings) at Pulas-
ki Presbyterian Church of America located at 975 Memorial Drive. 
Contact number is 540-440-0066. Note: At present time masks are 
required and social distancing observed.

The Radford Clothing Bank is open by appointment only. To 
qualify for free clothing, you must receive Medicaid or SNAP (Food 
Stamps). Call the Clothing Bank at 633-5050, Monday – Saturday, 
from 10 a.m. – 12 a.m. to make an appointment. Hours for shopping 
are Thursday, Friday, Saturday, from 10 a.m. – 12 a.m. and Thurs-
day from 4 p.m. – 6 p.m. The Clothing Bank is located at 2000 West 
St., Radford, Va. Donations of clothing, shoes, purses, and linens are 
being accepted.

Pulaski Al-Anon Family Group (a support group for friends and 
families of alcoholics) meet every Monday night at 8 p.m. at Pulaski 
Presbyterian Church of America located at 975 Memorial Drive. 
Contact number 540-818-0621. Note: At present time masks are 
required and social distancing is observed.

Continued from Page A8

Pulse

LIKE THE PATRIOT ON FACEBOOK
at

Pulaski County-Patriot

Hospital CEO, Pressman
named to Rural Health board

Sean Pressman, MHSA, chief 
executive officer of LewisGale 
Hospital Pulaski, has been elect-
ed to serve on the board of direc-
tors for the Virginia Rural Health 
Association beginning in 2021. 

In addition to his newly elect-
ed position, Pressman has been 
active in several other organi-
zations, including the Virginia 
Health Care Association, Vir-
ginia PACE Alliance, National 
PACE Association, and the Near 
Southwest Preparedness Alli-
ance. He also served on the board 
of directors for the Salem-Roa-
noke County Chamber of Com-
merce for 10 years, including 
appointments as vice president 
and president, and currently 
serves on the board of directors 
for the Pulaski County Chamber 
of Commerce.

“An individual’s zip code 
should not be a predictor of 
health, nor a barrier to accessing 
needed services. I’m looking for-
ward to serving as a board mem-
ber and working closely with my 
other colleagues as we represent 
rural communities throughout 

Virginia to address a multitude 
of health care issues,” Pressman 
said. “This is an important time 
to be involved with organizations 
such as the Virginia Rural Health 
Association in order to advocate 
for those healthcare needs within 
the more remote portions of the 
Commonwealth.” 

As an affiliate of the National 
Rural Health Association, the Vir-
ginia Rural Health Association is 
a non-profit organization dedicat-
ed to improving the health of rural 
Virginians through education, ad-
vocacy, and partnerships.   Sean Pressman

Yard Sales
Are Free

In
The Patriot

Call 
540-808-3949

or email
ads@pcpatriot.com
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NOW OPEN IN DUBLIN
180 Broad Street, Dublin • 540-518-7088

Two Other Locations:
400 N. Washington Ave., Pulaski • 540-980-4060
100 W. Buck Ave., Rural Retreat • 276-250-2160

Call 540-998-1223
Experienced, Licensed & Insured

'The Right Way, 'The Right Way, 
Right Away!'Right Away!'

Water Heaters
Faucets • Toilets & More 

Reasonable Prices
No Job Too Small

Pulaski Drain Service 
and Plumbing Repairs

Holcomb, Adkins 
win Coast Guard 
Auxiliary elections

DUBLIN - The United States 
Coast Guard Auxiliary in the 
New River Valley held its an-
nual election on 22 November. 
The public results of the election 
along with a brief biography of 
the elected officials are below. 
Both elected officers will assume 
the watch on 1 Jan 2021. 

Flotilla Commander – 
Steve Holcomb

Steve Holcomb joined the 
U.S. Coast Guard 41 years ago, 
spending his active duty career 
serving as a lighthouseman, 
small boat crewman, instructor, 
and cutterman for both search 
and rescue and law enforcement 
operations. He is a recipient of 
the Special Operations Service 
ribbon and two Meritorious Unit 
Commendations with the opera-
tional distinguishing device and 
an additional distinguishing de-
vice for excellence. This same 
commitment to excellence has 
led him to achieve the highest 
membership status in the U.S. 
Coast Guard Auxiliary. In addi-
tion, he is also a Certified Public 
Affairs officer, Vessel Examiner, 
and Boat Crewman. He current-
ly serves as the Staff Operations 
Officer.

Vice Flotilla Commander – 
Emogene Adkins

Vice Flotilla Command-
er(VFC) Emogene Adkins is the 
current VFC for the U.S. Coast 
Guard Auxiliary in the New Riv-
er Valley and will continue serv-
ing in the position through 2021. 
She brings more than ten years of 
service in the U.S. Coast Guard 
Auxiliary. She has previously 

served as Flotilla Commander, 
Division Staff Officer and Flotilla 
Staff Officer. VFC Adkins has an 
in-depth understanding of Auxil-
iary procedures and is a certified 
Telecommunications Operator. 

The Coast Guard Auxiliary is 
the uniformed civilian component 
of the U.S. Coast Guard and sup-
ports the Coast Guard in nearly 
all mission areas. The Auxiliary 
was created by Congress in 1939. 
For more information, please visit 
www.cgaux.org

Steve Holcomb

Emogene Adkins

Guthrie Honored By 
WRE For 
40 Years Of Service
At a recent meeting of the Dublin Weekday 
Religious Education (WRE) Council, Bar-
bara Guthrie was honored for forty years of 
dedicated service for her teaching in Pulas-
ki County. Each week she faithfully picked 
up her elementary school children and 
drove them to a nearby location for a short 
lesson on Bible history.  She is lovingly 
remembered by many of her students over 
the years.  She has been assisted by Judy 
Friant and many other volunteers.  Gary 
Armbrister, WRE President, presented her 
with a plaque commemorating her 40 years 
of service. She was also given a corsage for 
the occasion. Refreshments were served at 
the end of the meeting hosted by the Dublin 
Christian Church.  Anyone desiring more 
information about Weekday Religious Ed-
ucation may contact Gary Armbrister at 
(540)674-8917.

Pulaski County Meetings,
Schedules for December

• Tuesday, December 8, 2020, 
Pulaski County Public Service 
Authority Board of Directors 
Meeting, Board Room, Pulaski 
County Administration Build-
ing, 143 Third Street N.W., in the 
Town of Pulaski, Virginia, 9:00 
a.m. (Contact: Natasha Grubb, 
Clerk to the Board, 143 Third 
Street, N.W., Suite 1, Pulaski, VA, 
24301, 540-980-7710, ngrubb@
pulaskicounty.org) This Board is 
responsible for the operation of 
water, sewer, garbage and street-
light service in Pulaski County.

• Tuesday, December 8, 2020, 
Pulaski County Planning Com-
mission Meeting, Pulaski County 
Administration Building, Board 
Room, 143 Third Street N.W., in 
the Town of Pulaski, Virginia, 
7:00 p.m. In accordance with the 
Planning Commission’s bylaws, 
this meeting will be considered 
its Annual Meeting and will be 
used to elect officers, review the 
bylaws and approve the meeting 
calendar for 2021. No applications 
will be reviewed or discussed at 
this meeting. Public comment 
will not be received at this meet-
ing. (Contact: Markie Quesenber-
ry, Clerk, 143 Third Street N.W., 
Suite 1, Pulaski, VA, 24301, 540-
980-7710, mquesenberry@pulas-
kicounty.org). This Commission 
oversees land – use, zoning and 
subdivision issues related to Pu-
laski County properties.

• Tuesday, December 15, 2020, 
Economic Development Author-
ity Board of Directors Meeting, 
Basement Central Conference 
Room, Pulaski County Adminis-
tration Building, 143 Third Street 
N.W., in the Town of Pulaski, 
Virginia, 10:00 a.m. (Contact: 
Megan Bird, Clerk to the Board, 
143 Third Street N.W., Suite 1, Pu-
laski, VA, 24301, 540-980-7705, 

mwbird@pulaskicounty.org). The 
Economic Development Authori-
ty serves as the economic devel-
opment arm of Pulaski County 
working with local industries and 
providing building spaces to local 
employers.

• Tuesday, December 15, 2020, 
Board of Zoning Appeals, Pulaski 
County Administration Building, 
Board Room, 143 Third Street 
N.W., in the Town of Pulaski, Vir-
ginia, 7:00 p.m. (Contact:  Mark-
ie Quesenberry, Clerk, 143 Third 
Street N.W., Suite 1, Pulaski, VA, 
24301, 540-980-7710, mquesen-
berry@pulaskicounty.org ). The 
Board of Zoning Appeals consid-
ers appeals of the Zoning Admin-
istrator’s decisions and the inter-
pretation of the County’s Zoning 
Ordinances.   

• Monday, December 21, 2020, 
Pulaski County Board of Super-
visors Regular Meeting, Board 
Room, Pulaski County Admin-
istration Building, 143 Third 
Street N.W., in the Town of Pulas-
ki, Virginia; Executive Session, 
5:30 p.m., Open Meeting, 7 p.m. 
(Contact: Ashley Edmonds, Exec-
utive Secretary and Clerk to the 
Board of Supervisors, 143 Third 

Street N.W., Suite 1, Pulaski, 
VA, 24301, 540-980-7705, aed-
monds@pulaskicounty.org). The 
Board of Supervisors is the gov-
erning body for Pulaski County 
and is responsible for the budget 
and concerns of its citizens.

• Wednesday, December 23, 
2020, at 12 p.m., Pulaski Coun-
ty Offices will close and reopen 
on Monday, December 28, 2020, 
in observance of Christmas. The 
Pulaski County Public Service 
Authority billing office will close 
at 11:30 a.m. on Wednesday, De-
cember 23, 2020, and reopen on 
Monday, December 28, 2020, in 
observance of Christmas. The 
Dora Highway, Pulaski and Ma-
son Street, Fairlawn convenience 
centers will be closed December 
23 – 25, 2020, and Bagging Plant 
Road, Dublin will be open on 
Wednesday, December 23, 2020, 
from 8 a.m. – 12 p.m. and closed 
December 24 and 25, 2020.  All 
convenience centers will re-
open on Saturday, December 26, 
2020. There will be no garbage 
collection on Friday, December 
25, 2020. Thursday and Friday 
garbage collection will be picked 
up on Thursday, December 24, 
2020.

Tuition assistance offered 
to retrain due to COVID

New River Community College 
is offering a handful of programs 
in 2021 that provide new tuition 
assistance to retrain those unem-
ployed or underemployed due to 
COVID-19.

Through the Re-Employing 
Virginians (REV) campaign, the 
governor’s office is providing Vir-
ginia’s Community Colleges $27 
million to help current and future 
students cover the costs of tuition 
and fees in fields that will lead to 
careers in their community.

To receive REV funds, recipients 
must be a Virginia citizen, they 
must have filed a claim for unem-
ployment benefits on or after Au-
gust 1, 2020, or they must have lost 
a full-time job due to COVID-19 
and currently earn less than $15 per 
hour OR lost a full-time job because 
COVID-19 caused their employer 
to close or reduce staffing, and they 
are now working in a part-time job 
that pays less than $15 per hour.

The REV voucher will pay up 
to $1,500 toward the cost of tuition 
and fees for part-time enrollment 
(11 semester hours or less) or up to 

$3,000 toward the cost of tuition 
and fees for full-time enrollment 
(12 hours or more) for credit pro-
grams.

Recipients of REV funds must 
be pursuing classes in a high-de-
mand area such as early childhood 
education, health care, information 
technology, manufacturing, public 
safety or skilled trades. NRCC 
offers more than 60 REV-eligi-
ble programs including associate 
degree, certificate, diploma and 
career studies certificate credit 
programs. For a complete list of 
available programs at NRCC, visit 
www.nr.edu/rev.

Students must enroll in a qual-
ified program by Dec. 14, 2020, 
to receive REV funding.  This 
is a one-time funding effort to 
help Virginians recover from job 
loss and underemployment due 
to COVID-19. To enroll or speak 
with an NRCC REV team mem-
ber, contact rev@nr.edu or call 
(540) 674-3738. Contact informa-
tion as well as a list of frequently 
asked questions is available at 
www.nr.edu/rev. 
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BISHOP 
INSURANCE

• Home
• Auto
• Life

540-443-3900
272 A West Main Street, Dublin, Va.

www.bishopins.net

PULASKI COUNTY PREVIEW

Wrestlers want ‘winning mindset’
By LUCAS GOAD
The Patriot

The Pulaski County Cougars 
wrestling team looks to start the 
season with a winning mindset 
heading into the upcoming sea-
son.

According to head coach Rob-
ert Alger, this upcoming season 
should prove to be interesting. 
This is because the season will 
be coming amid the COVID19 
pandemic. 

“This year’s season should 
prove to be interesting, consider-
ing all of the restrictions brought 
about by COVID,” Alger said. 
“Nonetheless, the plan is to move 
forward and simply work hard, 
prepare, and do what we can to 
get into a winning mindset.”

Alger started out coaching rec 
league, then transitioned to club 
wrestling, to middle school until 
eventually becoming the head 
coach of the high school team. 
By his side is Adam Abdelaziz, 
who worked as a coach at the 
high school.

Alger says that Abdelaziz has 
an excellent rapport with the 
wrestlers and is a capable condi-
tioning coach.

This year’s roster will have 
wrestlers returning from the pre-
vious season. 

The seniors on the roster in-
clude Zeke Surber, who wrestled 
in the heavyweight division. An-
other senior includes team cap-
tain, Grayson Deu, who wrestled 
at 170 lbs. last year. Rounding 
out the seniors is Damian Fowl-
kes, who wrestled at 145 lbs. last 
season.

According to Alger, all three 
were major contributors last 
season, with Deu and Fowlkes 
both qualifying for the 4A State 
Tournament. Surber, in his first 
season as a wrestler, was an al-
ternate for the tournament.

“These three guys will bring 

Photos courtesy of Robert Alger
Grayson Deu is a winner of this match at last season’s 4D Region Tournament.

Evan Alger competes at last season’s River Rumble.

No. 4 Clemson Tigers healthier, deeper

See TIGERS, page B4

See WRESTLING, page B5

By PETE IACOBELLI 
AP Sports Writer

Coach Dabo Swinney believes 
No. 4 Clemson is healthy and 
deeper as they prepare for anoth-
er championship run after bat-
tling injuries and COVID-19-re-
lated issues. 

The Tigers (8-1, 7-1 Atlantic 
Coast Conference) returned sev-
eral missing starters, including q 
uarterback Trevor Lawrence, who 
hadn’t played in five weeks, last 
weekend.

The defensive starters back 
from injury include tackle Ty-
ler Davis and  linebackers James 

Skalski  and Mike Jones Jr., were 
also back on the field in a 52-17 
blowout of Pittsburgh last Satur-
day. 

Lawrence was sidelined two 
games after testing positive for 
COVID-19 in October and hadn’t 
played since Oct. 24. 

But Swinney said there was 
a positive side to their absence. 
With the starters watching, sev-

eral younger players got practice 
and game reps, providing them 
much-needed experience. 

“We’ve had a little bit of every-
thing across the board,” Swinney 
said Tuesday. “And we’ve contin-
ued to play well. We had to get 
guys ready in different ways, so 
where we are right now, totality 

See HOKIES, page B2

By Jimmy Robertson
For Hokiesports.com

 
BLACKSBURG – The Virgin-

ia Tech football team returned to 
the practice field Sunday after-
noon after taking several days 
off during an off week, and the 
Hokies began preparations for 
their biggest challenge of the sea-
son – a Saturday date with No. 4 
Clemson.

 The Hokies are in the throes 
of a three-game losing streak, in-
cluding heartbreaking losses by 
three points to Liberty and by a 
point to Miami. A beat-up Tech 
squad fell 47-14 at Pittsburgh on 
Nov. 21, so the off weekend came 
at a good time.

 Tech coach Justin Fuente al-
lowed the players to take Thurs-
day, Friday and Saturday off to 
celebrate Thanksgiving at their 
homes, if they so chose. He re-
quired them to return to Blacks-
burg on Saturday evening in 
keeping with the program’s time-
line for COVID-19 testing. He 
said at his weekly news confer-
ence with the media Monday that 
his team had a “great” practice 
Sunday.

 “Obviously I felt that was more 
important than anything else we 
could do,” Fuente said of the time 
off. “We set pretty simple goals 
for last week on Tuesday and 
Wednesday – to get older guys 
feeling better and younger guys a 
little bit of work. Then on Thurs-
day, Friday, Saturday, I wanted 
guys refreshed.

 “We had a great workout yes-
terday, so if that’s any indication, 
I think our guys feel much better. 
I thought it [take some time off] 
was the most important thing we 
could do in the bye week. Cer-
tainly, we need practice and we 
need to improve and all those 
sorts of things, but you get to 
the point where the law of di-
minishing returns comes into ef-
fect. That’s [the time off] exactly 
what we needed both mentally 
and physically. It’s not just nine 
games in a row. And not to keep 
harping on this, but the mental 
strain of everything that is going 
on through this has been pretty 
difficult. I think our guys needed 
a little breath of fresh air and a 
chance to catch their breath for a 
couple of days.”

 Tech needed that rest and will 
need to be at its best Saturday 
when the Tigers roll into town. 
Clemson destroyed Pittsburgh 
52-17 this past Saturday.

 Here are some other take-
aways from Fuente’s news con-
ference:

 • Fuente opened his news con-
ference by revealing that quar-
terback Quincy Patterson II and 
receiver Darryle Simmons had 
decided to transfer because both 
wanted to pursue opportunities 
for more playing time elsewhere. 
Patterson played in 13 games at 
Tech, including three this season, 
and he completed 22 of 52 pass-
es for 359 yards and four touch-
downs in his career. According 
to Fuente, he and Patterson met 
several times before Patterson 
came to his decision.

 “I just want to publicly thank 
Quincy for his time here,” Fuente 
said. “Just a fantastic young man. 
Played a vital role on our football 
team. Quincy knows how I feel 
about him and his folks, and we 
stand ready to help him in any 
way we can moving forward. 
I’m sure when the news hits, his 
phone will blow up with a lot of 
people trying to find out about 
him and our phones will be blow-
ing up, too. We’ll have nothing 
but great things to say about him 
moving forward. I look forward 
to watching him play and getting 
on the field on a more consistent 
basis.”

 • Fuente said that Patterson 
unfortunately had suffered a 
badly bruised thumb in Tech’s 
loss at Pittsburgh and probably 
wouldn’t have been available to 

Tech 
turns 
attention 
to Tigers
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Bowser, the Bear Dog
Woods, 

Water &
Wildlife

W.A. "Doc"
Davis

Let me introduce myself as I 
am Bowser, a bear dog. I am of 
the Plott line first introduced by 
Johannes Plott in the late seven-
teen-hundreds where they were 
first trained to hunt wild boar. 
After our ancestors were brought 
to the United States, we were 
trained to hunt the black bear 
more so than the boar yet we are 
still used in areas were wild boar 
are found. I am a brindle-col-
ored dog, a slim and hound-type 
dog where males weigh 50 to 75 
pounds and females are more in 
the 40 to 65 class. We have been 
bred with other breeds that vary 
in color. My man, Sam White, 
has six other Plotts and one 
Black Lab and Plott mix that he 
acquired in a dog show in New 
Orleans a few years ago and met 
an attractive lady named Adele 
from the French quarter. They 
later married and I now claim 
them as my own but they look 
after me and the rest of our dog 
family with good kennels and 
the best in the dog food line. The 
Plott-Lab mix and I came back 
to Virginia with my man, Sam, 
to live at our place. Her name is 
Anna and I consider her my wife 
as she is expecting some pups 
very soon.

I am now nearly four years of 
age and was on my first bear hunt 
when two and a half. I can say I 
beat out Davy Crockett who in 
the song of him stated he killed 
a bear at only three. Anna and I 
are allowed to come in and sleep 
by the fire occasionally and Sam, 
my man, reads to us bear stories 
and the Davy Crockett was one of 
them. Daniel Boone was another 
book read to us and a tree was 
found with his name on it as to 
his having killed a bear.

Anna and I and the other six 
dogs had trained back in Bear 
Hound Training/Chase Season in 
September with Sam and some 
of his bear hunting buddies. 
During this time, you are not 
allowed to have a firearm or any 
type weapon capable of killing a 
black bear. We hunted the Long 
Spur area in Bland County that 
is a ridge that splits off the valley 
of Little Walker Creek and is a 
valley of about three miles in 
length. There is a large spread of 
Jefferson National Forest in this 
area and we managed to jump a 

couple of bears on two separate 
occasions. We managed to tree a 
bear in a large hemlock but the 
bigger one got away by running 
on down the South side of Big 
Walker Mtn. and holed up in a 
maze of caves called the “Dev-
il’s Den.” We had nicknamed 
this bear “Ole Dew Claw” as 
we found his tracks where he 
crossed a mountain branch and 
his dew claw was twisted to the 
side and we hoped to jump him 
when the season opened. 

Sam and his friends were in 
the woods near the first sighting 
of “Ole Dew Claw” with their 
best rifles when firearms came 
in the 23rd of November. We had 
only our seven dogs as we had 
left Anna at home as she was 
expecting our first litter any day 
now. I Promised to give her all 
the details of the hunt upon our 
return. Sam let us all out of our 
truck boxes and we were soon 
scouting the area for bear sign. 
it didn’t take long to spot some 
bear tracks in a swampy area 
and lo and behold there was “Ole 
Dew Claw’s” and they were not 
over 24 hours old. I let out my 
loudest yell (bark), “He’s been 
here Sam.”  We took off with me 
in front leading the pack. We had 
gotten another hunter, Bob, from 
the town of Bland to be stationed 
on the old CCC road to head 
him off in case he headed for the 
Devil’s Den. This hunter had his 
favorite dogs-I won’t mention 

this breed that originated among 
Russian and Finnish peasants 
and bred for hunting. The Plott 
are the best bear dogs in my 
opinion. Anyway, Bob and his 
dogs along with his radios didn’t 
head the bear off as he ran along 
the top of Big Walker Mtn. The 
bear must have scented them 
and crossed over the South side 
of the mountain and the road ran 
only along the mountain top. 

Dew Claw made it to the 
Devil’s Den and I got there first 
and the rest of us dogs bayed 
until Sam and his friends got 
there. Sam shined a light into 
the cavernous area and spotted 
a set of eyes in the darkened 
cave. I kept yelling at him to 
not go in there as the bear had 
really clawed up one of our 
dogs on the training hunt.  Sam 
ignored me and shot his 30-06 
and waited. A few minutes later, 
he and Bob crawled in there, 
against my barking not to, and 
soon pulled out a 400- pound 
bear. Upon examining the right 
front paw, there was the crooked 
dew claw.

When we got back to my 
house, I filled Anna in on the 
bear hunt. Adele taught her 
some French words and we often 
conversed using this language. 
I concluded the killing of the 
four-hundred pounder by our 
man, Sam, by saying, “O Anna, 
certains ours”, (O Anna, some 
bear).

Bear hunting is a very danger-
ous sport especially a cor-
nered one as noted in Proverbs 
17:12KJV, “Let a bear robbed of 
her whelps meet a man, rather 
a fool in his folly.” By the same 
token, we should heed I Peter 
5:8, “Be sober, be vigilant, be-
cause your adversary the devil, 
as a roaring lion, walketh about 
seeking whom he may devour.”

Until next time

2257 Reed Creek Drive, Draper, VA 24324
(276) 620-1374

riverjunctioncampground@yahoo.com
Like Us On Facebook

RV & Primitive
Camping

Campground
Kayak
Tubing

Shuttle Service

play the rest of this season. Yet 
the quarterback position received 
some good news with Braxton 
Burmeister’s recent return to the 
field. Burmeister suffered three 
broken toes in a practice a couple 
of weeks ago, and while he never 
missed a practice, he was limited. 
Now, he’ll be Hendon Hooker’s 
backup, with Knox Kadum as the 
No. 3 quarterback.

 “Braxton’s been feeling good 
for over a week now,” Fuente 
said. “I feel good about him.”

 • Fuente and the staff spent 
the early part of last week going 
through every one of the Hok-
ies’ football games this season 
and evaluating both schemes and 
personnel, and the coaches hope 
that the Hokies can improve their 
conversion rate on third downs 
in these final two regular-season 
games. Tech is converting at a 
35.5% clip on third downs, which 
ranks 14th in the ACC, and the 
Hokies too often find themselves 
in third-and-long situations.

 “I like philosophically how 
we’re trying to handle those 
things,” Fuente said. “We need 
to do a better job of cutting those 
down, either through scheme or 
better execution, to get into a lit-
tle bit more manageable situation, 
and that was certainly one of the 
things we worked on during our 
couple of days of practice last 
week.”

 • Fuente and the staff hope to 
see more production from several 
players over the course of these 
final two regular-season games 
and Fuente was asked specifically 
which players. The coach singled 
out receiver Changa Hodge and 
tailback Raheem Blackshear as 
two players with the ability to do 
more, but also two who have been 
hurt by the pandemic. Hodge ar-
rived on campus in August after 
transferring from Villanova and 
then missed time while going 
through protocols, so he wasn’t 
able to get the reps and one-on-
one instruction needed to master 

Continued from Page B1

Hokies
the offense during that time, and 
because of COVID-19 and Khalil 
Herbert’s start, Fuente has played 
Blackshear at multiple positions 
to create added depth.  

 “Changa Hodge has been hurt 
the most by this,” Fuente said. 
“The way the schedule fell, the 
time that he missed in fall camp, 
the way we played game after 
game after game – I hope that we 
can continue to bring him along. 
I’ve said that for many weeks 
now. We just haven’t been able to. 
It’s just been one week after an-
other of just playing, and he’s kind 
of been drinking water through a 
firehose.

 “I think Raheem Blackshear 
has been hurt by it, too. He’s 
worked so much at running back, 
and then Khalil goes off and has 
such a productive, particularly 
early, part of the season. Then 
Khalil is out and so on and so 
forth. So getting Raheem and 
Changa, and I’m sure there are 
some others that I’m missing, but 
those two have been hurt the most 
by the circumstances through 
their development of being ver-
satile and picking up what’s been 
going on and helping this team 
more on the stat sheet than they 
are currently. They’re currently 
helping this football team, but 
I think we’d all like to get those 
guys helping us more on the stat 
sheet.”

Yard Sales
Are Free

In 
The Patriot
Call 540-808-3949

or email
ads@pcpatriot.com Hokies roll past USF 

for third straight win
Hokiesports.com

UNCASVILLE, Conn. – Com-
ing off its upset win over No. 
3/3 Villanova, the Virginia Tech 
men’s basketball team did not 

slow down as it stormed past 
USF 76-58 on Sunday night for 
its third straight win.

Tech concluded the Air Force 
Reserve Basketball Hall of Fame 
Tip-Off Tournament with a per-
fect 2-0 record. The Hokies im-
proved to 3-0 for the fifth con-
secutive season after they took 
care of USF, as the Bulls fall to 
1-2 on the year. Tech now gains 
a 5-4 advantage over USF in the 
overall series.

In the contest, guard Tyrece 
Radford had a game-high 21 
points on 9 for 12 from the field. 
It was a balanced attack as four 
Hokies reached double figures, 
including Hunter Cattoor (13 
points), Cartier Diarra (10), Keve 
Aluma (12) and Cordell Pemsl 
(10). Forward Justyn Mutts added 
a game-high nine boards along 
with two assists.

As a team, the Hokies shot 54% 
from the field and outscored USF 
in the paint by a 42-24 margin. 
Tech’s bench performed for the 
second straight game as they re-
corded 33 points to the Bulls 13.

On the defensive end, Tech held 
USF to 37% shooting from the 
field and only gave up three tri-
ples, which is the lowest 3-point-
er total an opponent has had 
against the Hokies this season. 
Tech forced the Bulls to commit 
13 turnovers and the Hokies cap-
italized as they scored 19 points 
off those turnovers.

THE GAME
Early on in the first, the two 

teams were knotted at 6-6 when 
the Hokies went on an 8-2 spurt 
which included back-to-back tri-
ples from Radford and Cattoor to 
give Tech a 14-8 lead.

With just under six minutes to 
go in the half, Radford sparked 
a Hokie run by scoring four 
straight points. The 11-2 spurt 
was capped off by a deep 3-point-
er from Aluma to close out the 
half and put Tech up 36-23 at the 
break.

Radford came out of the gate 
still on fire in the second as he 
kicked off the half with a key 
three-point-play to give Tech a 
39-23 advantage. With just over 
15 minutes left in action, the 
Hokies went on an 8-2 run which 
included four straight paint points 
to put Tech up 49-32. The Hokies 

See 3-0, page B4
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STATEWIDE 
CLASSIFIEDS

FOR RENT
Historic log cabin for rent on Robinson Tract Road.  Former grocery 
store.  Possible uses include office space, craft/gift shop, small farm 
and garden supplies, fabric, sewing and knitting supplies, etc. 
Rent is negotiable.  Contact 804-530-4690.

List Your Real Estate For Sale With Me
• 51 Years of Experience. 

• Principle Broker at McCraw Real Estate 
in Radford. 

• Top Producer. 
• Knows Real Estate Values. 

• State Licensed Auctioneer for 37 Years.  
 • Thousand of Homes Sold. 

I can sell your Home, Farm or 
Land for you! 

REALTOR and Member of New River Val-
ley Multiple Listing Service. I offer the Best 
Real Estate Service you can find.  Call me! 
Terry McCraw today at (540) 320-5200.

FOR SALE
Oak Bar from the Pulaski Furniture Keepsake Collection. For 
sale for $500. Call 540-320-3833 for an appointment.

Helping Hands 
Mowing Service

Experienced,
Quality Service

540-674-4277 or
540-616-9064

Licensed & Insured

Hiring crew members, full time starting at 9.50/hr.  
Apply in person to 4396 Cleburne Blvd. Dublin. 

Administrative Assistant
The Commonwealth’s Attorney’s Office is seeking applicants for 
the position of Administrative Assistant.  

Applicants must have a high school education and two years of 
college course work (an equivalent combination of training and 
experience may be substituted). Applicants should have knowledge 
of general clerical administrative practices. Applicants should 
have excellent grammar, composition, word processing, strong 
computer skills, and organizational/time management skills.  
Applicants must be able to handle multiple tasks simultaneously, 
confidently, and confidentially.  Applicants must have the ability 
to establish and maintain effective working relationships with the 
office staff, representatives of other government agencies, and the 
general public.  

EXPERIENCE IN THE LEGAL FIELD IS A PLUS.  

This is a full-time, salaried position with benefit package including 
VRS, health insurance, annual and sick leave programs. 
A current resume with cover letter should be mailed to Katrina 
Dobbins, 240 N. Jefferson Avenue, Pulaski, VA 24301 or hand 
delivered Monday – Friday from 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

AUCTION:

On-Line Auction of 10 x 10 stor-
age unit #405 located at Town 
Center Storage in Dublin, Va. 
Auction will run beginning 
December 2 and will end on 
Wednesday December  9 at 12 
Noon. Terms of sale Cash or 
Credit Card only. Buyer must 
vacate the unit within 24 hours 
of sale. No dumpster on site.

FOR SALE:  
MISCELLANEOUS

Fisher Wood Stove, new paint 
and new firebrick, $425. Call 
540-629-9003.

Pear shaped diamond ring, 18K, 
size 7, $500, call 540-980-5361.

Two antique washstands with 
pitcher and bowl, $200;   Cu-
rio Cabinet with dolls included 
, $200;   180 Cookie Jars, $30 
each;   Antique child’s red wag-
on (56 yrs. old) $50;   Metal de-
tector, $50;   Office refrigerator, 
27 in. high, 17 in. wide, $50; 
Antique white kitchen cabinet, 
$200. Call 540-980-2943.

HELP WANTED:

Woman needs caregiver 2 days 
per week, 6 hour days may be 
more in Dublin. Must be reliable, 
and must  limit amount of cell-
phone calls during working hours, 
please. Must be able to cook, 
wash clothes, and give bathes, 

do  light housekeeping. Call 540-
320-2467.

WANT TO GIVE AWAY:

To All Pastors:
I have my husband, Weston Guth-
rie’s black minister’s robe which 
he used for special occasions 
such as weddings and funerals, 
and three beautiful stoles to go 
with it which I would like to give 
to someone who would like to 
have these items. There will be 
no charge. Call me at 540-980-
2076 or 540-250-3739.

WANT TO BUY:

Want to buy  old milk can, call 
540-392-1395.

Like new sofa and recliner, call 
540-639-9003.

REAL ESTATE:

1 burial plot in Highland Memo-
ry Gardens in Dublin, Va. in the 
Christus Gardens section, $1,000. 
Call 540-250-0033.

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Ad-
vertise your upcoming auctions 
statewide and in other states.  Af-
fordable Print and Digital Solu-
tions reaching your target audi-
ences. Call this paper or Landon 
Clark at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Vinyl Replacement Windows 
Starting at $235* Installed w/
Free Trim Wrap Call 804-739-
8207 Siding, Roofing, Gutters 
and More!

GENERAC Standby Genera-
tors. The weather is increasingly 
unpredictable. Be prepared for 
power outages. FREE 7-year ex-
tended warranty ($695 value!) 
Schedule your FREE in-home 
assessment today. Call 1-877-
636-0738  Special financing for 
qualified customers.

ATTN. CONTRACTORS: Ad-
vertise your business statewide 
and in other states. Affordable 
Print and Digital Solutions to 
reach Homeowners. Call Landon 
Clark at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576, landonc@vpa.net 

REAL ESTATE 

ATTN. REALTORS:  Advertise 
your listings regionally or state-
wide. Affordable Print and Dig-
ital Solutions that get results! 
Call Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

D I VO R C E - U n c o n t e s t e d , 
$395+$86 court cost. WILLS 
$195.00. No court appearance. 
Estimated completion time 
twenty-one days. Hilton Oliver, 
Attorney (Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Espanol. BBB 
Member. https://hiltonoliverat-
torneyva.com.

WANTED TO BUY

FREON WANTED: We pay 
$$$ for cylinders and cans. R12 
R500 R11 R113 R114.Conve-
nient. Certified Professionals. 
Call 312-313-9671 or visit Re-
frigerantFinders.com
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NEW RIVER RESOURCE AUTHORITY 
PUBLIC NOTICE

The New River Resource Authority (NRRA) has received an 
unsolicited proposal under the PPEA for Area D Expansion (Phase 
II) and Partial Closure Number 3 as permitted under VDEQ 
Permit No. 548. The PPEA submittal includes construction of 
Area D Expansion (Phase II) encompassing approximately 16.5 
acres and construction of Partial Closure Number 3 encompassing 
approximately 6 acres. The proposal will be evaluated and the 
NRRA may negotiate an interim or comprehensive agreement 
with the proposer based on the proposal.  NRRA will receive for 
simultaneous consideration any competing proposals that comply 
with the procedures adopted by the NRRA and the PPEA.  If you 
have questions, please contact Joe Levine at 540-674-1677 or 
jlevine@wildblue.net.

To be considered, the original and three (3) copies of the proposal 
should be forwarded to 

New River Resource Authority, 
P.O. Box 1246,

 Dublin, Virginia 24084

no later than 2:00 PM on Friday, January 15, 2021.  The submittal 
should be clearly marked “Area D Expansion (Phase II) and Partial 
Closure No. 3”.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS 
OF THE TOWN OF PULASKI 

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 15.2-2204 of the Code 
of Virginia of 1950, as amended, the Town of Pulaski Board of 
Zoning Appeals hereby gives notice of a public hearing to be held 
on December 17, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of 
the Town Municipal Building, 42 First Street, N.W., Virginia, in 
order to hear citizen comments regarding the Board of Zoning 
Appeals intention to act on the following variance request: 

A request by Claremont School Apartments, LLC. (Agent : John 
Stiltner) for a variance to Section 5.3.3 of the Zoning Ordinance 
of the Town of Pulaski for property located at 800 Ridge Avenue 
(tax parcel (s) 072-092-0000-0007) in the R-3 Multi-Family 
Residential District. Section 5.3.3 Table 2: Off Street Parking Space 
Requirement permits two and a half spaces (2.5) per dwelling unit 
for Multi-Family Land Use. The applicant requests a variance to 
allow one and three quarters spaces (1.75) per dwelling unit for 
Multi-Family Land Use on this parcel. 

Copies of the variance application and corresponding ordinances 
may be reviewed at the Zoning Administrator’s office, Town 
Municipal Building, 42 First Street, N.W., Pulaski, Monday 
through Friday between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is given pursuant to the Pulaski County Unified 
Development Ordinance and Section 15.2-2310 of the 1950 Code 
of Virginia, as amended, that a public hearing will be held at 7:00 
p.m. on Tuesday, December 15, 2020 in the Board Room of the 
County Administration Building, 143 Third Street, NW, Pulaski, 
VA 24301. The Pulaski County Board of Zoning Appeals is hosting 
a Public Hearing and will receive public comments in relationship 
to the application(s) for zoning variance as listed below:

       • Petition by Curtis & Candy Whitt, for a variance to Article 
4.7.C (Building Setback Low Density Residential Zone District) 
Pulaski County Unified Development Ordinance. Property is 
located on Blenna Court, Dublin, VA, Tax Map# 047-25-3-4, 
Ingles District.

The public can request information and/or submit comments as 
part of the public hearing process, by using any one of the following 
methods; E-mail: Send information request or public comment to 
Elaine Holeton at eholeton@pulaskicounty.org Phone: Contact 
Elaine Holeton at 540-980-7710 or 540-440-0025 to learn more, or 
to have your comment transcribed for the public hearing. Regular 
Mail: Send your request for information or your comment to; 
Planning & Zoning Department, County of Pulaski, 143 Third 
Street, NW, Suite 1, Pulaski, VA 24301. In Person: By attending 
the meeting at the location listed. For disabled individuals who 
may require special auxiliary aids or services, the County upon 
request will make reasonable accommodations available. Contact 
the County’s ADA Compliance Officer at (540) 980-7800 (TDD 
accessible) or (540) 980-7705, ten (10) days prior to the above 
meeting date to arrange for these special accommodations.

COVID-19 Message:  Pulaski County is committed to 
safely serving the public during this Covid-19 pandemic. In 
consideration of the social distancing guidelines, we encourage 
you to contact our office prior to attending the meeting. This 
will enable us to share any meeting information updates and 
allow us the opportunity to accommodate you to the best of our 
ability. 540-980-7710.  Thank-you.

FAIR HOUSING 
NOTICE:

We are pledged to the letter 
and spirit of Virginia’s policy 
for achieving equal housing 
opportunity throughout the 
Commonwealth.
We encourage and support 
advertising and marketing 
programs in which there are no 
barriers to obtaining housing 
because of race, color, religion, 
national origin, sex, elderliness, 
familial status or handicap.
For more information or to file 
a housing complaint, call the 
Virginia Housing Office at (804) 
367-8530; toll-free call (888) 551-
3247.
For hearing-impaired, call (804) 
367-9753. E-mail fairhousing@
dpor.virginia.gov.

wise after nine games, it’s really 
pleasing.” 

Especially with Clemson’s big-
gest games ahead. 

The Tigers can clinch a spot 
in the ACC title game Saturday 
night against Virginia Tech (4-5, 
4-4), since the league chose not 
to reschedule their postponed 
contest at Florida State. 

The championship game in 
Charlotte is set for Dec. 19 with 
Notre Dame already locked in 
since it also will not play after 
Saturday when it hosts Syra-
cuse. The ACC decided the three 
league contenders, No. 9 Miami 

Continued from Page B1

Tigers has one loss, will be evaluated on 
nine-game seasons. 

If Clemson beat the Fight-
ing Irish for the title, the Tigers 
would be headed for a sixth con-
secutive trip to the College Foot-
ball Playoff and a chance at their 
third national title in five years. 

The depth issues were more 
pronounced on defense entering 
the year. Clemson had front-line 
strength as it replaced six starters 
including three of four in the sec-
ondary. 

Swinney said Clemson will 
need contributions from every-
one on the roster. 

Backup DJ Uiagalelei went 1-1 
as a starter in place of Lawrence, 
rallying Clemson from 18 points 
behind to defeat Boston College 

34-28 on Oct. 31. Uiagalelei, a 
freshman, threw for 439 yards in 
the loss at Notre Dame the follow-
ing week.

Freshman linebacker Trenton 
Simpson has filled in for his in-
jured teammates and is tied for 
second on the team with three 
sacks.

“He makes plays wherever you 
put him and you give him these 
jobs,” Clemson defensive coor-
dinator Brent Venables said. “He 
has shown the ability to make 
plays. Now you are just looking 
for sustainability and consisten-
cy.”

Seeing all the starters back on 
the field last week lifted up the 
entire team, Clemson offensive 
coordinator Tony Elliott said. 

“It’s huge, because now it gives 
the defense confidence that the of-
fense is going to be able to go out 
there and execute,” Elliott said. 
“And the offense knows, hey. the 
defense is going to create some 
turnovers, give us some short 
fields.” 

That was certainly the case 
against Pitt on Saturday. Clem-
son got three interceptions in first 
quarter all which it turned into 
touchdowns on the way to a 24-0 
start. 

Davis, a sophomore who’s a 
two-year starter, said he loved 
watching his replacements like 
freshman Bryan Bresee grow 
in their ability and confidence 
during his time away. But the de-
fensive starter said he also saw 
the excitement from teammates, 
coaches and fans at seeing Clem-
son’s more experienced players 
back on the field. 

“Everybody getting back 
healthy. That’s great,” Davis said. 
“Everybody’s coming back strong 
and we’re going to be strong down 
the stretch.” 

___

More AP college football: 
https://apnews.com/Collegefoot-
ball and https://twitter.com/AP_
Top25.

led by double-digits for the rest 
of the outing and eased past the 
Bulls 76-58.

GAME NOTES
- Guard Radford had a sea-

son-high 21 points in the win 
over USF.

- Graduate student Pemsl re-
corded 10 points, which are the 
most he has scored since Nov. 
24, 2019, against Cal Poly when 
he was at Iowa.

- The Hokies bench has now 
scored 20 or more points in back-
to-back outings with 33 tonight 
and 25 against No. 3/3 Villanova.

- Forward Mutts grabbed a 
season-high nine rebounds at 
Tech in his second-ever start for 
the Hokies.

 
UP NEXT
- The Hokies returned to 

Blacksburg to play host to VMI 
on Thursday, Dec. 3 at 8 p.m. ET 
inside Cassell Coliseum.

Continued from Page B2
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DOSS’ SEPTIC TANK SERVICE, LLC

Owner/Operator: Chuck Doss
• Licensed & Insured   • 20 Years of Experience

• Calls Welcome Anytime Day or Night
24/7 Emergency Service

(540) 320-4827 / (540) 320-4817

great leadership to the team 
and will be models of what hard 
works look like,” said Alger. 

The sole returning junior is 
Marcus Hayden, who wrestled 
at 182 lbs., and Alger says that 
Hayden has made great improve-
ment from his previous season. 

Alger said that the rest of the 
team will be dominated by un-
derclassmen, with 10 out of the 
14 wrestlers being freshmen and 
sophomores. 

The returning sophomores in-
clude Gavin Warner, who wres-
tled at 106 lbs. and was a 4A 
state qualifier. 

Another sophomore who is 
coming back is Nicholaus Gold-
en, who wrestled at 120 lbs. and 
was also a 4A state qualifier. 
Golden also won the Most Im-
proved Wrestler Award last sea-
son.

Also returning as a sophomore 
is Molly Keller, who wrestled 
at 126 lbs., and was the Cougar 
Heart Award winner last season.

Team Captain Evan Alger will 
also return this season as a soph-
omore. Last season, Alger wres-
tled at 152 lbs. and was a Team 
Captain, a 4A State qualifier and 
was the winner of the Most Valu-
able Wrestler Award. 

Rounding out the sopho-
mores are Connor Gallimore, 
who wrestled at 160 lbs. and Tre 
Hayden, who wrestled at 220 lbs.

According to Alger, the in-
coming freshman class brings a 
bit of experience, with many of 
whom have travel wrestling ex-
perience. 

Alger said that if all goes as 
he hopes, the team will fill every 
weight class, which is something 
the Pulaski County High School 
team hasn’t done in quite some 
time. 

“I truly feel we are build-
ing something special here. 
Something that is going to be 
very successful and very fun to 
watch. I’m a realist, and I know 
we will likely take our lumps at 
times over the next season or so. 
I truly believe that in the next 
few years, you will witness a 
PCHS team the likes of which 
have never been seen before,” 
exclaimed Alger. 

Practice for the Cougars be-
gins on December 14th, with 
their first match beginning on 
Jan. 5.

Continued from Page B1

Wrestling

Photos courtesy of Robert Alger
Team photo of the PCHS wrestling team. On a knee from left to right Caitlin Davis (graduated), Damion Fowlkes (Senior), Connor 
Gallimore (Sophomore), Tre Hayden (Sophomore). Back row standing, left to right (Nicholaus Golden (Sophomore), Grayson Deu 
(Senior), Evan Alger (Sophomore), Marcus Hayden (Junior), Molly Keller (Sophomore), Gavin Warner (Sophomore), Zeke Surber 
(Senior).

Nicholaus Golden at last season’s 4D Region Tournament.
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Overlooked Treasures

A pair of marble busts (one, 
Rousseau, is pictured) sold 
for $1.475 million at Cottone 
after being overlooked by an 
appraiser from an earlier sale 
where they did not sell. When 
the artist was identified as 
Houdon, bidders were phoning 
and flying from Europe to bid.

What should my painting sell 
for? Antiques appraisers are not 
licensed like real estate apprais-
ers, but there are art appreciation 
courses in universities, degrees in 
fine art and appraisal associations 
that require members to pass tests. 
Some work in an art gallery, auc-
tion company or museum and learn 
to appraise through experience. A 
treasure can be found in a house 
sale, resale shop or charity auction; 
however, the White House had an 
eglomise desk that was a reproduc-
tion. The Ford museum bought a 
fake 1620 “Brewster” chair made 
deliberately to fool a museum “ex-
pert” in 1969. And sometimes a 
real treasure is thought to be a re-
production.

A pair of marble busts made 
by Jean-Antoine Houdon (1741-
1828) were exhibited in Paris in 
1789. They were bought in Paris 
in 1926 by an American diplomat, 
mentioned in a reference library in 
1932 and passed down in the fami-
ly of the American diplomat. They 
were “lost” until a Cottone auction 
in 2019. The pair sold for $1.475 
million. Where had they been? The 
last record was in a 2000 house sale 
run by a New York auction house 
that had an appraiser who did not 
realize that they were busts by 
Houdon. The 11-inch-tall busts are 
signed and dated, 1788 and 1789. 
One is Jean-Jacques Rousseau, 
the other Georges-Louis Leclerc, 
Comte de Buffon. The busts must 
have been in the diplomat’s house 
and then a relative’s for 77 years 
after the collector who bought 
them in Paris died in 1941. 

CURRENT PRICES
Motorcycle license plate, Okla-

homa, OKLA 915, red border, red 

Warner Brothers
Gal Gadot in ‘Wonder Woman’

Celebrity Extra: ‘1984’

See CELEBRITY, page B10

text, cream, c. 1932, 8 x 4 inches, 
$180.

Salesman sample, Aldek scaf-
folds, aluminum, configuration 
photos, briefcase, green handles, 
19 x 18 inches, $340.

Coin operated skill machine, 
Major Novelty, marquee, wood 
case, yellow, red, 37 inches, $420.

Q: When is the new “Wonder 
Woman” movie coming out? 
Will it be in theaters or just pay-
per-view at home? I really want 
to see it on the big screen. I miss 
going to the movies. -- Y.G.

A: Some cinemas are still open 
across the country, but there ar-
en’t many new releases. Many are 
showing re-releases with limited 
seating. “Wonder Woman 1984,” 
again starring Gal Gadot in the 
title role, was originally set to pre-
miere last December. Since then 
the film has had six release dates, 
with the latest being Dec. 25, 
2020, both in theaters and avail-
able for streaming for up to 30 
days for HBO Max subscribers.

As you can gather from the title, 
“Wonder Woman 1984” is set in 
the 1980s. In this sequel, the gold-
en-lasso-swinging superhero fac-
es two new adversaries: Cheetah, 
played by Kristen Wiig (“Satur-
day Night Live”), and Max Lord, 
played by Pedro Pascal (“Game of 
Thrones,” “The Mandalorian”).

*** 
Q: I love the thrilling mystery 

series “The Fall” with Gillian 
Anderson. When will the second 
season air on TV? -- B.B.

A: The British-Irish crime pro-
cedural series starring Gillian 
Anderson (“X-Files”) and Jamie 
Dornan (“Fifty Shades of Grey”) 
as the serial killer she’s pursuing 
is now airing on the Ovation ca-
ble channel in the U.S. Like most 
British shows, the number of epi-
sodes each season is very limited, 
just five to six each. It’s kind of 
like watching a little miniseries 
and doesn’t drag on long past its 
prime.

“The Fall” earned much praise 

during its run. Ovation just began 
airing the second of three seasons 
this month. The third and final 
chapter is scheduled to air in the 
first quarter of 2021. 

If you’re a fan of Anderson’s, 
be sure to check her out in the 
new fourth season of “The 
Crown” on Netflix, in which 
she plays British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher. 

***
Q: My sister and I have a 

luncheon bet based on your 
answer. Did Ron Howard star 
in the film “The Music Man” 
with Shirley Jones and Robert 
Preston before he was a regular 
on “The Andy Griffith Show”? 
-- M&E in Spokane

A: Before he became an Os-
car-winning film director (“A 
Beautiful Mind”), Ron Howard 

* Looking for a great cause for 
gifting this year? Go to www.char-
itynavigator.org to find out more 
about how your prospective char-
ities rank in areas like CEO pay, 
money spent on fundraising, etc.

* Need a quick batch of cookies? 
Keep a box of cake mix on hand. 
Instead of the listed ingredients, add 
two eggs and a half-cup of oil to 
the mix. Mix and shape, then bake 
at 350 F for 10 minutes. They are 
really good, and you can get pretty 
creative.

* Inexpensive gift idea: A cute 
holiday coffee mug with a bar of 
chocolate, a packet of hot cocoa or 
instant coffee, a peppermint stick 
and a decorative holiday craft pick. 
Place inside a gallon-size zipper-top 
bag, tie with a ribbon, then trim off 
the zipper-top, leaving just the plas-
tic. Looks nice.

* When holiday cookie time 
comes, I keep a plastic pitcher of 
hot water in the sink. I toss cook-
ie cutters into it when I’m finished 
with them, so the corners are soak-
ing. They really seem to only need 
a rinse and a quick brush-off after-
ward. Mine don’t get caked up with 
dough. -Ð JoAnn

* Dogs and chocolate just don’t 
mix, so keep those holiday plates 
full of delicious chocolate morsels 
up and out of the reach of pets.
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Draper Valley Baptist Church
3200 Lee Highway
Draper, Va. 24324

Pastor: Alan Pearce
Service Times:

Bible Study Sunday, 5 p.m.
Sunday Worship, 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening, 6 p.m.

Prayer Service, Wed. 6:30 p.m.
Phone: 980-1028

www.drapervalleybaptist.org

Grace Baptist Church
552 E. Main Street
Dublin, Va. 24084

Pastor: Doug Testerman
674-1762

Primary Services:
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Sunday worship

Sunday  Night Power Hour, 6 to 7 p.m.
Wednesday Night 7 to 8 p.m.

Grace Kids and Teens Bible Study

Open Door Baptist Church
4576 Miller Lane

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor: Rev. N.K. Howlett

Primary Services:
Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.

Worship, 11 a.m.
Wednesday Night, 7 p.m.

Phone: 980-2046

Draper United Methodist Church
3080 Greenbriar Road

Draper, VA 24324
Pastor: Mark Asbury

Primary Service Times:
Sunday School, 10 a.m.

Worship, 11 a.m.
Phone: 276-477-3835

Newbern Christian Church
Disciples of Christ

5183 Wilderness Road, Newbern
Rev. Denise and Ken Walker

540-440-8733

Christ Episcopal Church
144 North Washington Ave., Pulaski

Service: 10 a.m. every Sunday
Phone: 980-2413

Email: christ24301@gmail.com
www.christpulaski.dioswva.org

Jordan's Chapel UMC
Pastor: Rev. Becky Wheeler

Worship: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

Cecil's Chapel United Methodist Church
5801 Cecil's Chapel Road, 

Hiwassee, VA  24347
Pastor Mark Asbury

Worship service is 8:45am-9:45am
Sunday School is 10 - 10:45am

Ricky Dishon, 540 239 6360, www.facebook.
com/cecilschapel.umc

Newbern United Methodist Church
5155 Wilderness Road

Exit 98 off I-81 Newbern
Rev. Paige Wimberly

674-6111
Worship Services: 9:45 a.m.

Sunday School: 11 a.m.

Valley Harvest Ministries
1 Harvest Place

P.O. Box 458
Dublin, VA 24084

Senior Pastor Steve Willis 
Associate Pastors: 

Perry Slaughter, Elaine Wood, Derick Burton
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
Wednesday School 7 p.m. 

www.vhmdublin.org
540-674-4729

Mountain View United Methodist Church
6648 Wilderness Road

Dublin, VA 24084
Phone: 540-674-6111

mountainviewumc.yolasite.com/
Pastor: Paige Wimberly

Adult Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Morning Worship with Children's Church at 

11 a.m.

Dublin Baptist Church
100 Hawkins Street
Dublin, VA 24084

540-674-6061
secretary@dublinbaptistva.org
Website: dublinbaptistva.org

Pastor: Dennis Jones
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11 a.m.

Children's Church and Nursery
Evening Service: 6 p.m.

Tuesday: Women's Bible Study, 10 a.m.
Wednesday, Adult Bible Study 7 p.m.

First United Methodist Church
301 N. Jefferson Ave. - Pulaski 

(physical address)
135 Fourth St., NW - Pulaski 

(mailing address)
Pastor's Name: Will Shelton

Associate Pastor:
Sebastian Ruiz, Hispanic Pastor

Sunday Services
9:00 AM - Hispanic Worship

9:00AM - Contemporary Worship
10:00AM - Sunday School

11:00AM - Traditional Worship
Contact Info.

Phone:  540.980.3331
e-mail:  office@fumcpulask.org
website:  www.fumcpulask.org

Belspring Baptist Church
6887 Depot Street

Belspring, VA 24058
Pastor Darrell Linkous

Service Times:
Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Sunday worship: 11 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study and 
Youth Group: 7 p.m.

Darrell Linkous: 353-0081
belspringbaptistchurch@gmail.com

Memorial Baptist Church
995 Peppers Ferry Road

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor: Michael S. Jones

Sunday
9:45 am - Sunday School

11:00 am - Worship
Wednesday

6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
(540) 980-4731

Email: dfarley3@verizon.net

River of Life Church
5311 Black Hollow Road, Dublin, Va. 24084

Shawn Burchett, Pastor
Sunday School 9:15 AM

Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Wednesday Evening Life 
Building Service 7:00 PM

www.rolcdublin.com            540-674-4500

Delton Church of God 
of Prophecy

4570 Boyd Road, Draper, VA 24324
Pastor Vickie Lee Viars

deltoncogop@gmail.com   (276) 620-3191
Service Times

Sunday school - 10 am - 11 am
Sunday Morning Worship - 11 am - 12 pm

Sunday Evenings - Devoted to 
Evangelistic Outreach

Wednesday- 6 pm
2nd Wed Each Month - Free Community 

Dinner - 5:45 pm - 6:45 pm
2nd Wed Each Month - Missions service 

6:45 pm - 7:30 pm

Heritage Church
6195 Cleburne Boulevard, Dublin

Pastor Mike Pierce
Service Times: 

Wednesdays, 7 p.m.; 
Sundays, 10 a.m.
(540) 674-9220

Website: www.heritagechurch.net
Facebook.com/

HeritageChurchDublinVA

Fairlawn Baptist
6758 Oxford Avenue
Fairlawn, VA 24141

First Missionary Baptist Church
7318 Manns Drive / P.O. Box 90

New River, Virginia 24129
(540) 639-5331

email: fmbc1872@verizon.net
Pastor: Rev. Richard A. Goodman, Sr.

Associate Minister:
Rev. Annette Cheek

Clerk: Mrs. Carlotta Lewis
Sundays: 

Morning Worship  11:00 a.m.
The Lord's Supper - Each First Sunday

Wednesdays: Prayer Meeting &       
Bible Study  6:30 p.m.

Dublin United Methodist Church
P.O. Box 577

424 East Main Street
Pastors Don Hanshew & Don Shelor

(540) 674-5128
office@dublinumc.com
Early Worship - 8:45 am
Sunday School - 9:45 am

Praise & Worship Small Group - 10:00 am
Worship - 10:55 am

Freedom Fellowship Church
1730 West Street

Radford, VA 24141
Sr. Pastor: Jerry W. Collins

540-577-5780
jcollinsfreedomfellowship@yahoo.com

Sunday Service: 10 a.m.
11 a.m. Children’s Church

Wednesday - 7 p.m. Service
7 p.m. Youth Service

Draper's Valley Presbyterian (PCA)
2755 Old Baltimore Road, Draper, VA 24324

Mailing address: Same as above
Pastor's Name: Rev. Robert E. Davis

Associate Pastor: Rev. Roland Mathews
Primary Service Times:

Sunday Morning Worship Service 
8:30 and 11:00

Sunday Evening Worship Service 6:15 p.m.
Wednesday Evening  (5:45 Supper in the 

Fellowship Hall (Sept thru May) - Youth Groups 
and Adult Bible Study 6:30 p.m.)

Contact Info:
Phone - 540-994-9015

e-mail -  drapers.valley@dvpca.org
website - www.dvpca.org

Trinity Lutheran 
Church ELCA

2 Fifth Street, N.W., Pulaski
540-980-3624

The Rev. Terrie Sternberg
trinitypulaski @gmail.com

Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
(Sept. - May)

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
(June - Aug.)

Bible Study: Wednesday, 12:30
www.trinitypulaski.org

Trinity United Methodist
Pastor: Judy Yonce

Sunday Worship - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Study - Wednesday, 7 p.m.

528 5th Street, S.E.
Pulaski, Va.

Phone - 980-0820

Snowville Baptist Church
3238 Gum Log Road, Hiwassee

Pastor: Rev. Tony Hart
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Sunday Services: 11 a.m., 6 p.m.
Wednesday Night Service: 7 p.m.

Fairlawn United Methodist Church
7584 Brandon Road, Fairlawn, Va. 24141 

Pastor Mark A. Miller
markmiller.psalm1@gmail.com

Cell) 540-320-2431
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

Sunday Worship (with children's message): 
11 a.m.

Bible Study, Wednesday: 7 p.m.
Youth Ministry

Facebook.com/Fairlawn-United-Method-
ist-Church

Grace Ministries
Church of God of Prophecy

1021 Macgill Street
Pulaski, VA 24301

Church: 540-980-2118
Cell: 276-233-8083

Bus Ministry: 540-385-9972
www.pulaskigracemin.com

Email: pulaskigracemin@hotmail.com
Pastor Mike Williams
Children's Ministry

Aaron  & Becky Sampson 
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.
Children’s Church 10:30 a.m.

Children’s Free Breakfast 10:30 a.m.
Ages 5-12

Men’s & Women’s Ministry Wed. 6:30

Faith Bible Church
110 LaGrange Street, Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor: Jim Linkous
Associate Pastor: T.J. Cox

540-980-5433
www.facebook/faithbiblechurch

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.

Sunday Children’s Church: 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening: 6 p.m.

Wednesday Evening Bible Study: 7 p.m.
Children’s Meal: 6:30 p.m.

Children’s and Youth’s Group Classes: 7 p.m.

Dublin Christian Church
5605 Dunlap Road

P.O. Box 1330
Dublin, VA 24084

(540) 674-8434
www.dublinchristianchurch.com

Richard R. Goad, Jr.
Senior Minister

Sunday School 10 a.m.
Worship 11 a.m.

Sunday Evening Worship and 
Youth Meeting, 6 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study and Children's Bible 
Classes, 7 p.m.

First Presbyterian Church
408 N. Jefferson Avenue, Pulaski

Pastor Melissa McNair-King
(540) 980-2132

firstprespulaskiva@gmail.com
www.firstpresbyterianpulaski.org

Sunday Services:
Sept.-May: Sunday School, 9:45 a.m., 

Service 11 a.m.
June-Labor Day: Service 10 a.m.

Wednesday Family Night, 6 - 7:30 p.m.

Corinth was steeped in idol-
atry. Corinth could have right-
ly been called, Sin City since 
most knew little, if anything, 
about Jehovah God.

The Apostle Paul spend a 
lot of time in Corinth, preach-
ing the gospel. Why did he 
go to such an immoral place? 
Because the sick are the ones 
who have need of a Physician! 
One may wonder what chance 
of success a preacher of the 
gospel would have of winning 
souls in such a wicked place? 
And would God even want the 
gospel preached in a sinful 
place like that? The answer 
is because God is the God of 
grace and 

Paul won many converts to 
Christ in and around Corinth. 
He  sometimes stayed with 
Priscilla and Aquila, two de-
vout Christians. Paul support-
ed himself by making tents. 

He started out preaching 
to the Jews, but when he was 
harassed, persecuted, and even 
persecuted by them, he began 
a very active ministry to the 
Gentiles in Corinth.

We see in this letter that 
Paul was appealing for unity 
in the Church. He had learned 
division existed there in the 
Church, and he wanted to 
correct it.

The early Disciples of Christ 
were all with one accord. The 
bible says of the Early Church 
in Acts, they were of one heart 
and one soul. And the Church 
grew at a phenomenal rate. 
And that is what happens when 
the Church is united in Christ, 
like it is supposed to be.

There should be no schism 
at all in the body of Christ, 
just as there is no schism in 
our human bodies. Schism is 
defined as division, separation, 
disharmony and discord.

Our right hand washes the 
left hand and vice versa. With 
our legs we go to the table, 
and with our hands we lift the 
spoon, fork, bread and drink 
to feed our faces so that our 
whole body receives nourish-
ment. When one member of 
our body hurts, the other mem-
bers feel the pain, because we 
are spiritually connected.

The Church is likened in the 
bible to a body. It is the body 
of Christ. No part of the body 
should be jealous of any other 
part of the body, because every 
part of the body is important 
and has a function to make the 
body complete.

The sin of pride is the one 
of the chief causes of divi-
sion in the Church. And we 
as Christians, shouldn’t have 
pride residing in our sanctified 
hearts, much less let it control 
our actions and cause us to be 
contentious one with another.

Let me state some examples 
of how problems arise and fes-
ter in the Church. A disagree-
ment pops up because we are 
all different we have differ-
ences of opinions. Instead of 
settling the disagreement in a 
Christian way, some insist on 
having their own way, so the 
argument is not resolved and 
division is the result of it.

Someone doesn’t like the 
way someone else is doing 
their job in the Church, and 
they pout. Someone didn’t 
speak to someone, and feelings 
are hurt. Someone says some-

Message 
of the 
Cross

See MCCRAW, page B9
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Thornspring United Methodist Church
5670 Thornspring Church Rd.

Dublin, VA 24084
Pastor: Rev. Teresa Tolbert

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Worship Service: 11 a.m.
Phone: (540) 980-2927

First Baptist Church
5473 Baskerville Street

Dublin, VA 24084
Pastor Wallis Brown

540-674-2677
Service: 11 a.m.

New Dublin Presbyterian Church
5331 New Dublin Church Road

Dublin, VA  24084
Pastor: Sara Jane Nixon

Website:  newdublinpres.org
540-674-6147

Services 11:00 AM Sundays

Community Christian Church
Jason Allmon, Pastor

5382 Grace Street
Dublin VA, 24084

540-674-4308

First Dublin Presbyterian Church (ECO)
409 Church Street, Dublin, Va. 24084

P.O. Box 2027, Dublin, Va. 24084
first-dublin-presbyterian-church-eco.com 

Minister: 
The Rev. Dr. Olin Marsh Whitener, Jr.

Max Creek Baptist Church
3000 Old Route 100 Road, Draper, Va. 24324

www.maxcreek.org
www.facebook.com/maxcreekbaptist

Senior Pastor: Mike Coleman
Youth Minister: Charlie Prince

Director of Visitation: Ersel Alderman
Sunday Services

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11 a.m.

Teen Social and Class: 5 p.m.
Evening Worship: 6 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Classes:7 p.m.

Pulaski Church of God
1621 Bob White Boulevard

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor Donald Jones

540-980-8880
www.pulaskicog.church

Sunday Services
Sunday Life Groups: 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Wednesdays Midweek Connect: 7 p.m.

Showers of Blessing Church of 
God in Christ

305 Newbern Road, Dublin
Pastor Elder Stephen Muse

Come and Worship With Us!
Sunday School: 10:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 11:30 a.m.
Tuesday Night Bible Study: 7-8 p.m.

Randolph Avenue 
United Methodist Church

1607 Randolph Avenue
Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Elston McLain
Worship Service: 11 a.m.
Phone: (540) 980-8775

Pulaski Christian Church, Inc.
4531 Brookmont Road, Pulaski, VA 24301

www.pulaskichristianchurch.com/
Rev. Kathy Warden, Pastor,

(540) 250-2974
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m.
Worship 7 p.m.

Monday Bible Study
7 to 9 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study
7 p.m.

Aldersgate United Methodist
1946 Medallion Drive

Pulaski, VA 24301
(540) 980-1349

Pastor Becky Wheeler
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.

First Baptist Church
220 Magazine Street
Pulaski, VA  24301

540-980-3336
Email: firstbaptist220@gmail.com

Pastor: Rev, Douglas Patterson
Sunday School  10 a.m.

Sunday Worship  11 a.m.
Monday's Child Youth Group, Monday 

Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study  6:30 p.m.

Pulaski Presbyterian Church
(PCA)

975 Memorial Drive
Pulaski, VA 24301

Office Phone:980-2631
Email: pastor@pulaskipca.org
Website: www.pulaskipca.org
Stated Supply: Rev. John Gess

Sunday School: 10:00am
Worship Service: 11:00am

Sure Foundation Christian Fellowship
6598 Annie Akers Road

Radford, VA  24141
(540) 639-3443

Pastor Steve Phillips
Sunday Morning Worship: 10:00 am

Sunday Night Prayer: 5:30 pm
Wednesday Night 

Prophetic Teaching: 6:30 pm

New Hope Chapel
1555 Case Knife Road

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor Darrell Gray

(276) 733-6080
Pastor Gray and congregation invite you to 

New Hope Chapel. 
Service Times: 

10 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Sunday Service

Family Worship Center
First Pentecostal Holiness

955 Memorial Drive, Pulaski
540-980-7287

Jeff Willhoite, Pastor
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.
KidsZone 10:45 a.m.

Evening Worship 6 p.m.
www.fwcpulaski.church

Pulaski First Church of the Brethren
1749 Newbern Road
Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor Frank Peters
Sunday School: 9:45

Worship: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

980-3798

Abundant Life Ministries
3050 Lee Highway

Pulaski, VA 24301 (540) 980-5506
(Mon. - Fri., 9 a.m.-1 p.m.)

Pastor Randall K. Lawrence Sr.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.

Sunday Evenings 6 p.m. by announcement
Wednesday Evenings (Family Night) 6:30-7 

pm children fed, 7:15 pm Bible Classes all ages
Adult Bible Class

THRIVE Teen Class
Children’s Bible Class and 
Special Activitiy Classes

New Life Church of the Nazarene
45 S. Jefferson Avenue

Pulaski, VA 24301 
540-980-2001

www.newlifepulaski.com
email: pastorjuls@verizon.net

Pastor: Julie Armbrister
Sunday School (all ages) 9:30 a.m.

Sunday worship: 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 6 p.m.

Trinity Baptist Church
4008 Robinson Tract Road

Pulaski, VA 24301 
Telephone: 980-8186

Pastor Johnny Howlett
Minister of Education Rev. Steve Taylor

Sunday School - 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m.

Sunday Bible Study - 6 p.m.
Wednesday - Adult Bible Study and Youth 

Group - 7 p.m.

Grace Fellowship Baptist Church
2640 Max Creek Road

P.O. Box 326
Hiwassee, VA 24347
Pastor: Jason N. Aker
Phone: 276-699-3176

pastorjasonaker@gmail.com
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study: 7 p.m.

St. Edwards Catholic Church
Corner of N. Washington Ave. and

7th Street N.W., Pulaski
Phone: 980-6511
Fax: 980-6511

Priest: Fr. Bernie Ramirez
Mass: 11 a.m. Sunday, 5:30 p.m. Thursday

Warriors for Christ II
Bishop Sherman Buckner

600 Skyline Circle
Pulaski, VA 
540-315-2317

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Worship: 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Thursday: 7 p.m. Service

Bob White Boulevard Baptist Church
3826 Bob White Boulevard

Pulaski, VA.
Pastor: Allen Harman

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Preaching: 11 a.m.

Sunday Evening: 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service: 7:30 p.m.

FUNDAMENTALSeagle 
Funeral Home

Todd Bruce, Manager
415 N. Jefferson Ave., Pulaski, 980-1700

thing harsh about someone else 
and a root of bitterness springs 
up and spoils relationships. 
These antics have no rightful 
place in the Church.

Another chief cause of divi-
sion in the Church is carnality. 
Members allowing the flesh to 
rule instead of the Spirit.

If we’d all be filled with the 
Spirit of Christ, and live our 
lives by the Book, the Word of 
God, there would be no schism 
in the Church. Love would 
flow freely, and where love is 
flowing freely, it draws and 
captures the attention of many, 
for it is so rarely seen in the 
world. Love reaches out and 
draws people to Christ. Where-
as, strife and contentions drive 
people away.

The Church is where the 
Love of God is supposed to 
reside in His people. It is where 
forgiveness is given when 
needed. Christians are sup-
posed to be working together 
for the up-building of Christ’s 
Kingdom, which is a Kingdom 
of Peace.

If the Church will be the 
Church that Christ wants it to 
be, much can and will be ac-
complished and the Kingdom of 
Christ will be advanced.

1st Cor. 1:18. “For the preach-
ing of the cross is to them that 
perish foolishness; but unto us 
which are saved, it is the power 
of God unto salvation.”

To associate power with the 
crucifixion made no sense to 
the unbelieving Greeks and 
Jews. But not so for the believ-
ers whose lives had been dras-
tically changed by the Message 
of the Cross.

It is one’s response to the 
Cross of Christ’s, which deter-
mines one’s final destiny. The 
ones who reject its message, 
will be eternally lost. Whereas 
the ones who embrace it will 
receive the power of God unto 
salvation.

Paul was addressing prob-
lems of two groupings of peo-
ple. The saved and the unsaved. 
All of humanity falls into either 
one of these two groupings.

One group, the unsaved, the 
un-regenerated, contains those 
who are lost in sin and on their 
way to a devil’s hell. The other 
group contains those who are 
saved by grace through faith. 
Those who have become the 
children of God by adoption, 
and are on their way to heaven.

Here’s a good question for 
each one of us to ponder over 
and answer honestly in our 
hearts. What group do we fall 
into today? Are we part of the 
large crowd who are on the 
Broadway that leads to de-
struction? Or are we part of the 
smaller group, who are on the 
Straight and Narrow Path that 
leads to Heaven?

If an individual is on the 
wrong road, they need to get off 
of that road immediately, and 
get over onto the right road! A 
person who is lost doesn’t have 
to remain in that condition. 
There is a wonderful way that 
leads to God. It is the Way of 
the Cross.

Verses 19 and 20. “For it is 
written, I will destroy the wis-
dom of the wise, and will bring 
to nothing the understanding of 
the prudent. Where is the wise? 
Where is the scribe? Where 
is the disputer of this world? 
Hath not God made foolish the 
wisdom of this world?

“Where is the wise” refers 
to the Greeks. “Where is the 
Scribe” refers to the Jews. 
“Where is the disputer of this 
world” refers to anyone who 
wrongly depends on either 
signs or human reasoning to 
point out the way to salvation.

To the unsaved, the preach-
ing of the Cross is foolish, but 
to those who are saved, it is the 
power of God unto Salvation.

Note that it is not just good 
preaching that saves. It is rath-
er, the preaching of the Cross; 
the preaching of God’s great 
plan of Salvation; the preaching 
of the sacrificial death of Jesus 
Christ on the Cross to pay in 
full the penalty of sin. Jesus 
died on the Cross to buy us out 
of sin’s slave market. He died 
on the Cross to set us free from 
the guilt, penalty, habit and 
dominion of sin.

Corner of
Washington and 

Main Street
Pulaski, Va.

(540)509-5926
fudgelady.com

Continued from Page B8

McCraw

Vital that we pray not our will but the will of the Father
Q: What is the most import-

ant aspect of prayer, and why 
is it important to pray for our 
enemies? -- P.W.

A: Consider what Jesus teach-
es about prayer. He tells us to 
pray for those who persecute us 
(Matthew 5:44). We are to plead 
for our enemies -- just as Jesus 
prayed for His crucifiers -- ask-
ing God to lead them to Christ 
and, for His sake, to forgive 
them. Jesus also tells us to pray 
for the conversion of sinners. 
Prayer is key to our effort in 
communicating the Gospel that 
wins men and women to Christ. 

Nothing is more important than 
to pray for lost souls; for the Bi-
ble tells us that God desires that 
all people be saved (1 Timothy 
2:4).

Another lesson Jesus teaches 
is the victorious assurance that 
God answers every true petition 
(although not always the way 
we wish He would). We need to 
trust in the promise of John 15:7: 
“If you abide in Me, and My 
words abide in you, you will ask 
what you desire.” And we must 
trust the intercession of the Holy 
Spirit. “Now He who searches 
the hearts knows what the mind 

of the Spirit is, because He 
makes intercession for the saints 
according to the will of God” 
(Romans 8:27). We also need to 
remember that with God nothing 
is impossible. No task is too 
arduous, no problem too difficult, 

no burden too heavy for Him.
However, it is vital that we 

pray not our will but the will of 
the Father in Heaven. We cannot 
insist on our way. In doing so, 
we are saying that we know best, 
and this is not true. Learn to pray 
as Jesus Himself prayed: “Not 
My will, but Yours, be done” 
(Luke 22:42). It greatly pleases 
the heart of God when His peo-
ple seek after His will, for it is 
the height of trusting in Him.

(This column is based on the 
words and writings of the late 
Rev. Billy Graham.)
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Shopping Local Patience, determination…and time
Dear Dave,
One of my resolutions this 

year was to start living on a 
budget, and gain control of my 
money. I never realized how 
easy it would be to get discour-
aged early on. Can you give me 
some encouragement to help 
make my financial resolutions 
stick in 2021?

Collin
Dear Collin, 
The secret to making a goal 

into a reality is getting started. 
It’s really that simple. You also 
have to be realistic and accept 
the fact that nothing—especial-
ly things you’ve never done 
before—works out perfectly the 
first time around. That leads to 
the next step, which is patience. 
Most people think about losing 
20 pounds, and immediately 
feel it needs to happen in the 
next month or so. It doesn’t. 
And mostly likely, it won’t. 
Like almost everything else 
worth doing, it’s something that 
requires sacrifice and focus each 
day over an extended period of 
time. Crash courses are usually 
painful and rarely work out well. 
But once you’ve done some-
thing a few times, it becomes 
an easier and easier part of your 
daily routine. Pretty soon, it’s 
not a chore or something you’re 
afraid of.

Making a budget and gaining 
control of your finances works 

was an actor. I remember him as 
teenager Richie Cunningham on 
the sitcom “Happy Days,” but 
before that he was one of Hol-
lywood’s most employable child 
actors and went by the name of 
Ronny Howard. 

Ronny was just 8 years old 
when he sang a cute but off-key 
rendition of “Gary, Indiana” in 
“The Music Man” (1962). He’d 
started playing little Opie Taylor 
on “The Andy Griffith Show” in 
1960 and continued until 1968. 
The youthful-looking Howard 
played Richie Cunningham on 
“Happy Days” from age 20 to 30.

He first gained prominence 
as a director with the mermaid 
love story “Splash,” starring 
Tom Hanks and Darryl Hannah, 
and he hasn’t stopped since. His 
daughter, Bryce Dallas Howard, 

Continued from Page B9

Celebrity

Just like that, holiday shopping 
is in full swing. Let’s take a min-
ute to talk about shopping local. 
You have all heard us preach 
“shop small” and “support our 
local businesses”, but do you 
know why?

John Guerra broke it down for 
us in an article on OurTownA-
merica.com: 

1) Small businesses give back 
to the community 

When you spend money in 
your neighborhood, your sales 
tax stays in your neighborhood 
to fund public education, parks, 
and street improvements.

2) Local store owners create 
local jobs 

The Small Business Ad-
ministration reports that local 
businesses added 8 million jobs 
to the American economy since 
1990 while the expansion of 
large chains reduced jobs by 4 
million. 

3) Local owners buy local 
services themselves 

Local business owners under-
stand the importance of support-
ing small business and show that 
support by shopping local for 
their own product and service 
needs. 

4) Local establishments pro-
vide great customer service 

It’s that small town “hello” 
that makes us feel welcome and 
special at a local store.

5) Small businesses create a 
sense of community 

People seek a feeling of 
belonging and familiarity in the 
towns in which they live, and 
shopping small fills that need. 

6) It feels good to help neigh-
bors and friends succeed 

When you live in a small town 
like we do, chances are you know 
the owner of a small business. 
It makes people feel good to see 
people they know succeed. 

7) It’s about preserving the 
community 

Each small business has a 
touch of Pulaski that makes them 
special and unique. There is 
something special about sharing 
a little of that Pulaski, Virginia 
culture to a loved one in Florida.

So remember this holiday sea-
son, and all year long, to support 
these small businesses that are 
so important to our community. 
Now until December 16th, you 
can earn entry tickets to a $1000 
grand prize for shopping at par-
ticipating local stores. 

the same way. When you first 
create a money plan, it proba-
bly won’t work out exactly as 
you hoped. That’s okay. It will 
barely work the second month, 
but it won’t be as scary, because 
you’ve already done it once. By 
the third month, you’ll have a 
much better feel for it, and your 
stress levels will go way down 
because you already know the 
basics. It just takes determina-
tion, patience, and intensity to 
get through the rough patches 
that go along with starting any-
thing new.

A new year is just around the 
corner, Collin. Don’t fall into 
the same old trap. Give yourself 
a little grace, but keep your eyes 

on the prize. Start preparing 
yourself now. You’ve got plenty 
of time to begin laying out a 
plan, and have a solid budget 
ready when January 1st arrives. 
It may feel like things are begin-
ning slowly, but you can make 
this happen if you’ll just stick 
with it!

—Dave
* Dave Ramsey is a sev-

en-time #1 national best-selling 
author, personal finance expert, 
and host of The Dave Ramsey 
Show, heard by more than 16 
million listeners each week. He 
has appeared on Good Morning 
America, CBS This Morning, 
Today Show, Fox News, CNN, 
Fox Business, and many more. 
Since 1992, Dave has helped 
people regain control of their 
money, build wealth and en-
hance their lives. He also serves 
as CEO for Ramsey Solutions.

is following in his footsteps, start-
ing out as an actress and has now 
begun directing.

Send me your questions at New-
CelebrityExtra@gmail.com, or 
write me at KFWS, 628 Virginia 
Drive, Orlando, FL 32803.

Let’s Celebrate
Fall Ya’ll!

T.A.’s has fresh delicious apples, 
Florida Citrus, fresh crop nuts and 

fresh crop dried beans. 
Claxton Fruit Cake, fresh pumpkin 

roll, carrot rolls, etc.

T.A.’s still has vine ripened tomatoes, 
holiday candies, holiday grapes, hams, 

jams and honey.
Daisy Kitchen Fresh Bread

Ya’ll come and as always 
we appreciate your business.

T.A. Produce
Route 11, Dublin

674-4233
Open 9 a.m.-6 p.m.

Closed Sunday

Yard Sales
Are Free

In 
The Patriot
Call 540-808-3949

or email
ads@pcpatriot.com

Elks change course, annual memorial 
service won’t be open to public
Correcting the last edition to this paper posting of the press release;  
The Pulaski Elks regret that they must resend and with-draw the 
invitation to the Elks Lodge #1067 to participate in the Lodges 
annual Memorial Service slated for December 6 at 2 PM.  The 2020 
Elks Memorial Service to Absent Brothers will not be an open lodge 
event. 
With regret, the public is disinvited. 

Question or comment may be directed to elks1067@gmail. or by 
leaving a message at 540-980-8037 to Gary Cox, Tyler of the lodge.  


