
Locally Owned And Operated

Distributed Free On Fridays For 11 Years!

WEEKEND WEATHER
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 
56. Southwest wind 3 to 5 mph. 
Chance of precipitation is 50%.
Saturday Night - Rain likely, 
mainly after 1am. Cloudy, with 
a low around 48. 

Saturday Sunday

Insuring You & Yours

www.insurancecenterofdublin.com

611 East Main Street
Dublin, VA 24084 • 540-674-4678

Karen Tuggle Lynn WhiteBrad Alley

Home • Auto • Life • Business

Rain likely before 1pm, then 
showers after 1pm. High near 
59. Chance of rain is 80%.
Sunday Night - Showers. Low 
around 46. Chance of precipita-
tion is 80%.

Valley Staffing Inc.Valley Staffing Inc.
Wright Ave., Dublin, Va.Wright Ave., Dublin, Va.

540-674-3103 540-674-3103     
EEO  Apply Today At www.valleystaffingjobs.com  DRUG FREE

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS!IMMEDIATE OPENINGS!

Skilled And Unskilled Positions
83 Immediate Openings

Great Jobs - Temporary To Permanent With 
Good Attendance And Good Work Ethics.

$500 Sign-on Bonuses For Jobs In Carroll Co. Area

Go To Work Today With Pay From 
$11.00 To $16.00 Per Hour ... All Shifts.

Pulaski • Dubin • Carroll Co. • Wytheville

SO
M

ET
H

IN
G

 T
O

 S
EL

L?
W

e'
ve

 G
ot

 F
R

EE
 C

la
ss

ifi
ed

s
C

al
l 5

40
-8

08
-3

94
9

February 26, 2021 www.pcpatriot.com

2257 Reed Creek Drive, Draper, VA 24324
(276) 620-1374

riverjunctioncampground@yahoo.com
Like Us On Facebook

RV & Primitive
Camping

Campground
Kayak
Tubing

Shuttle Service

COUGARS OPEN WITH BIG WIN

Brian Bishop/PC Patriot
Junior wide receiver Jacob Johnson is about to haul in this pass from senior quarterback Drew 
Dalton for a beautiful 42-yard reception against Cave Spring Monday night during the Cougars’ 
42-0 win in Roanoke. Johnson made it to the 1-yard line and on the next play, Dalton carried it 
in for one of his two rushing touchdowns on the night. He would also pass for two scores to earn 
Northwest Hardware Ace Player of the Game honors. The win marked the beginning of the Mark 
Dixon era at Pulaski County High School. See more inside today’s edition.

Northam announces plans to
ease COVID-related restrictions

RICHMOND, Va. (AP) — Vir-
ginia Gov. Ralph Northam an-
nounced Wednesday that he will 
begin loosening some coronavi-
rus-related restrictions, affecting 
alcohol sales and late-night cur-
fews, as key pandemic metrics 
continue to improve. 

Northam said at a news confer-
ence in Richmond that he plans 
to lift the modified stay-at-home 
order in place between midnight 
to 5 a.m. and push the alcohol 
curfew from 10 p.m. to midnight. 

Those restrictions, which are 
part of Northam’s current execu-
tive order, are set to expire at the 
end of this month. The changes 
will kick in at 12:01 a.m. March 

1. 
Northam also said the cap on 

social gatherings will remain at 
10 if an event is indoors, but it 
will be expanded to 25 individu-

als if outdoors. 
His order also affects outdoor 

entertainment and public amuse-

See NORTHAM, page A2

High school football attendance 
still capped at 250

While Gov. Ralph Northam eased some restrictions on gatherings, 
attendance at high school football games is still set at 250.

Pulaski County School Superintendent Dr. Kevin Siers said 
Wednesday, “We’re still at 250 for home games. Our current plan for 
home games, since band and cheer are required to be counted as spec-
tators, is to make sure each senior has 2 tickets and then divide the 
remaining tickets as best we can. We will not be able to take band or 
cheer to any of the away games because those tickets are distributed 
by the host team and the number will vary depending on the school.”
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ment venues. They will be able 
to operate with up to 1,000 peo-
ple or at 30% capacity, which-
ever is lower. The venues may 
eventually be able to operate at 
30% capacity with no cap start-
ing in April, if coronavirus cas-
es continue to fall. 

But indoor venues must con-
tinue to operate at 30% capaci-
ty with a cap of 250 people. All 
entertainment venues were pre-
viously limited to a maximum of 
250 individuals. 

Another change affects over-
night summer camps. They will 
be able to open May 1 with strict 
mitigation measures in place. 
Registration is allowed to begin. 

The state’s mask mandate will 
continue. And Northam encour-
aged people to continue working 
from home if they can. 

“We are finally seeing COVID 
numbers fall and vaccination 
numbers rise,” Northam said. 
“That means we can start to con-
sider how to slowly, safely ease 
some of the measures we put 
into place before the holidays.”

 
Northam noted that the daily 

new case average in the state is 
the lowest it has been since be-
fore Thanksgiving at 1,708. He 
also said that about 13.5% of the 
state’s population, or more than 
1.1 million Virginians, have re-
ceived the first dose of the coro-
navirus vaccine. 

The seven-day moving av-
erage of both new cases and 
patients hospitalized has fall-
en dramatically since a peak in 
mid-January. 

The Democratic governor, 
who is also a physician, added 
that “it’s critical that we do this 
slowly and thoughtfully ... and 
we do not want to risk our prog-
ress by easing restrictions too 
quickly.” 

The current restrictions were 
put in place in mid-December 
and extended in late January. 
The governor said a further 
loosening of the restrictions will 
be coming if the trends continue. 

Also, the Virginia Department 
of Health announced Wednes-
day that additional pharmacy 
networks are beginning to ad-
minister COVID-19 vaccines to 
those age 65 and older. It’s part 
of a federal partnership that will 
bring an additional 52,000 vac-
cines into Virginia this week.

In addition to CVS, which 
began receiving approximately 
26,000 vaccine doses last week 
through the Federal Retail Phar-
macy Program for COVID-19 
Vaccination, the newly added 
pharmacies include Walgreens, 
Walmart, Kroger, Safeway, Food 
Lion, Giant Food, Food City and 
a network of multiple indepen-
dent community pharmacies.

Continued from Page A1

Northam Pulaski County Schools express
displeasure with Governor’s order
From Pulaski County Schools

Pulaski County Public Schools 
received notice last week that 
Governor Ralph Northam has 
amended executive order #72 in 
a way that reduces the number 
of potential spectators at foot-
ball games and prohibits public 
schools from counting cheerlead-
ers and band members as partici-
pants/players. 

In a statement released Sun-
day by School Superintendent 
Dr. Kevin Siers, school officials 
say the  amended order is forcing 
schools throughout the state to 
choose between excluding band 
and cheer from participation or 
reducing the number of parents 
who can attend these events.  

According to the statement, 
the school system is  opposed to 
the restrictions imposed by the 
amended order for the following 
reasons:

1.  The order is discriminatory 
in that it diminishes the role of 
predominantly female groups of 
student athletes and musicians, 
who are essential participants in 
the football game experience, by 
classifying them as spectators.  

2.  The order is not grounded 
in the science that we currently 
utilize in implementing Covid 
mitigation strategies.  We know 
from experience that we can safe-
ly put 1000 students a day into 
our high school with classrooms 
at 80 percent capacity by masking 
and social distancing. Counting 
band and cheer as participants in 
addition to 250 spectators would 
still leave our football stadium, 
an outdoor venue, at less than 5 
percent capacity. 

3.  The order is arbitrary and 
capricious.  There is a notice-
able lack of consistency in how 
executive order #72 establishes 
expectations for outdoor venues.  
Public beaches and amusement 
parks are afforded much more 
leeway and allowed incredibly 
higher attendance rates than high 
school stadiums which have been 
relegated to the category of com-
munity rec programs.  It’s a des-
ignation that is insulting to to our 
extracurricular and co-curricular 
programs while tying the hands 
of local governments to meet the 
needs of their communities.

Pulaski County Public Schools 
will abide by the guidance set 
forth in the amended executive 
order #72 while exploring avail-
able options for challenging it 
such as seeking a legal remedy 
through the courts or requesting 

Have You Really Thought Of Everything?

a Title IX investigation regarding 
the possible gender discrimina-
tion aspect, the statement says.  

“It is our sincerest hope that 
Governor Northam will reconsid-
er his decision and include band 
and cheer as participants when 
new guidance is issued at the 
end of the month.  Our teachers 
and coaches are doing incredible 
things to create positive experi-
ences for kids and our students 
deserve the same effort from their 
state government.” 

“Pulaski County Public Schools 

appreciates the overwhelming 
amount of support that we’ve re-
ceived from throughout the state 
over the past week regarding our 
original plan to classify band and 
cheer as participants.  It is our 
hope that these individuals and 
others will exercise their right to 
reach out to the Governor’s office 
to advocate for equal consider-
ation for all student athletes and 
musicians as his administration 
works to develop new guidance 
that will go into effect on March 
1, 2021.”  

Honor Your Loved Ones With An In 
Memoriam Notice In The Patriot. 

540-808-3949
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Air Control Corp.
Thanks To All Our 

Wonderful Customers For 
Allowing Us To Be Your 

H.V.A.C. Service Contractor 
For The Last 60 Years!!!

Elaine And I Are Retiring 
March 1, 2021 To 

Tennessee For Fishing And To Have 
More Time For Playing With The 

Grandchildren.

Sincerely,
Jr. & Elaine Moles

And The Employees Of Air Control

Holy CowHoly Cow 1801 Wysor Road 
(Rt. 100 South)

Exit 89A From I-81
Draper, VA.  24324

540-250-1775

Wreaths, Greenery & Flowers, 
Unique Home & Gift Items;

Garden, Statuary, Stakes & Pots
A Blend of Old & New.

Hours:  Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sundays 1-5 p.m.Hours:  Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sundays 1-5 p.m.

Antiques, Gardens and 
Great Finds

Belle

ThinkThink Spring Spring
& Gardening!& Gardening!

Hackworth brings Senate campaign to county
By MIKE WILLIAMS
The Patriot

Republican Travis Hackworth 
brought his campaign for the 
38th State Senate seat to Pulaski 
County last week.

Hackworth, a member of the 
Tazewell County Board of Su-
pervisors, is seeking to replace 
the late Ben Chaffin who served 
in the State Senate prior to his 
death on New Year’s Day.

Hackworth is opposed by Rad-
ford’s Laurie Buchwald, a Dem-
ocrat who is a nurse practitioner 
and former member of Radford 
City Council.

The two will face off in a Spe-
cial Election set for March 23.

Hackworth said within 24 
hours after Chaffin’s death he got 
calls from people urging him to 
run to replace Chaffin in Rich-
mond. 

“We had talked to Ben back 
in 2019 about his seat,” Hack-
worth said. “So, it wasn’t really 
a surprise that they would ask us 
because they knew we had some 
interest in it at the time.”

Hackworth said Chaffin told 
him he planned to run again.

“So, we wouldn’t challenge 
him of course. Ben was a good 
Senator – he was a good legisla-
tor.”

Following Chaffin’s death, 
Hackworth said he and his wife, 
Angel prayed about a possible 
run and “really felt it was the 
right thing to do.”

Hackworth is a businessman 
in Tazewell and has about 10 
businesses, including construc-
tion, real estate, car lots and 
manufacturing concerns. 

“We’ve really invested a lot 
into southwest Virginia. I felt 

like the person who has the most 
skin in the game is going to fight 
the hardest to make sure things 
are going good,” the candidate 
said.

“We looked at the field of candi-
dates that were throwing their hat 
in the ring and we didn’t see any-
one we thought would do a better 
job, so we stuck with it, got a lot of 
endorsements out of the gate and a 
lot of support. 

“We had about nine days to put 
our campaign together to seek the 
party’s nomination. We ran like 
18 to 20 hours a day. We had real-
ly good support and a good show-
ing, winning by about 600 votes,” 
he said. Hackworth defeated five 
others for the nomination in a 
“fire house” primary in late Jan-
uary.

“People ask us what our stance 
is on the First Amendment and 
we tell them we don’t feel like 
the government has the right to 
suppress our voices,” Hackworth 
said. “We have the freedom of 
speech – even if it’s not something 
I want to hear or you want to hear, 
it’s still our Constitutional right.

“What they’ve done to Pres-
ident Trump has been very hyp-
ocritical because it’s a double 
standard,” Hackworth continued.  
“They preach tolerance as long as 
you’re tolerant of them. When you 
ask them to be tolerant of you it’s 
‘oh no, we’re not doing that we’re 
going to censor you.’

“Very disheartened to see that,” 
Hackworth said.

“Last year we came to Rich-
mond over the red flag laws. The 
gun laws they were passing were 
just crazy. The senators and del-
egates we talked to voted against 
them, but we just didn’t have the 
votes and the muscle to stop some 

of that.
“The session this year is just 

a repeat. Thankfully, it’s not so 
much guns this year, but it’s so-
cial issues. 

“The death penalty … getting 
that removed. I don’t want to see 
anyone die, but if you pre-med-
itate something and are found 
guilty, the punishment needs to 
match the crime. I think it is a de-
terrent for crime.

“That was pretty much no con-
test. We knew we were going to 
lose that one this year.

“Also, on protecting qualified 
immunity for police officers, ef-
forts to eliminate that failed, but 
they’ll come back after that next 
year.

“Law enforcement are having a 
hard enough time getting recruits 
without them having to take on 
the possibility of civil suits, frivo-
lous lawsuits. I’ve talked to Com-
monwealth’s Attorneys, sheriffs – 
I think we’ve got the endorsement 
of pretty much all the sheriff’s in 
our counties – they’re really be-
hind us, supporting us.

Hackworth was joined on his 
visit to Pulaski County by former 
supervisor Andy McCready, who 
touted Hackworth’s leadership on 
the Tazewell County Board of Su-
pervisors.

“When he joined the board, 
the county was $4 million in the 
hole, and they weren’t taking care 
of any of their capital needs. In 
the years he’s been there that $4 
million deficit has worked into a 
$1 million surplus,” McCready 
said, noting Hackworth served as 
chairman on a Democratic major-
ity board. 

“So that says a lot about be-

See HACKWORTH, page A10

Mike Williams/PC Patriot
Travis Hackworth (left), Republican candidate for the 38th State 
Senate District seat campaigned in Pulaski last week with for-
mer Pulaski County Supervisors Chairman Andy McCready.

Sweet reviews 2020 in End of Year Report to board
“2020 was one of the most 

unusual and challenging times I 
have experienced in my over 20-
year career in local government 
leadership.”

-Jonathan Sweet,
Pulaski Co. Administrator  

By MIKE WILLIAMS
The Patriot

Pulaski County Administra-
tor Jonathan Sweet presented his 
annual End of Year Report to the 
county’s Board of Supervisors 
Monday night.

Sweet said the year 2020  “was 
one of the most unusual and 
challenging times I have experi-
enced in my over 20-year career 
in local government leadership.  
From dealing with the multitude 
of unknowns to seizing on new 
opportunities, it was ironically 
one of, if not the most intentional 
and intense years I can remem-

ber.”
 “ We collectively worked hard 

to respond to and mitigate the 
effects of the global pandem-
ic, while dealing with the con-
straints of what we refer to as the 
COVID-overlay of keeping our 
employees and the public safe … 
From instituting regional testing 
centers, to transitioning to region-
al vaccination efforts, this was 
definitely an unusual and unprec-
edented time for local govern-
ments.”  

Nevertheless, Sweet said, 
“COVID-19 and its collateral fall-
out did not define Pulaski Coun-
ty or lend us an excuse to stay at 
home and wait to see what may 
come next, but rather, it moti-
vated us to work harder and take 
advantage of whatever challenge 
or opportunity the novel corona-
virus may have yielded us.  As 
you will see from the report I am 
about to share, our Team did not 

stay home, but showed up to work 
in a BIG way and put forth tre-
mendous efforts in service to the 
citizens of Pulaski County.”

Sweet’s report, which you can 
read on our website using this 
link: https://pcpatriot.com/
sweet-provides-end-of-year-
report-to-county-supervisors/ 
detailed the accomplishments in 
2020 by each of the county’s de-
partments.

“Please let me conclude by 
saying that the totality of what 
we as a Team got done in 2020 
and what we continue to work to 
achieve in 2021, almost all has a 
common thread.  That thread is a 
strategic and concerted effort to 
advance Pulaski County forward 
and better position us to survive 
and thrive in a post-COVID world 
and in this new and highly com-
petitive economy.  

“Our vision of 40-by-30, having 
40,000 people call Pulaski Coun-
ty home by the year 2030, can 
only be possible if we continue to 
work hard to make our county a 
safe, affordable, enjoyable and op-
portunity rich community.  

“I feel confident that the focus 
and significant investments the 
Board has made in supporting the 
small business community, our 
public education system, infra-
structure upgrades and quality of 
life amenities will go a long way 
to retaining and attracting talent 
to Pulaski County that will fuel 
our employers, grow our econ-
omy, and make us a next-level 
community,” Sweet continued.

“I want to thank this Board for 
your leadership and support that 
helped propel us through 2020 
and for your continued leadership 
and support that will maximize 
our output in 2021.

“I would also like to thank the 
men and women who make up the 
Pulaski County Team and made 
the choice to employ their talents 
in service to the public - for their 
hard work, dedication and cour-
age throughout 2020 and beyond.  
It is these hardworking individu-
als that are responsible for getting 
so much done in 2020, despite 
everything the pandemic had to 
throw at us – Thank you.

“Lastly, I would like to extend 

my appreciation to the citizens 
and taxpayers of Pulaski County 
who entrust us with so much.  It 
is my privilege and pleasure and 
the privilege and pleasure of all 
our County employees to serve 
you and we strive to do so at the 
highest level possible.  

“2020 was a difficult year, 
but perhaps one of the most re-
warding from a production out-
put standpoint and a strategic 
positioning in the marketplace 
standpoint, but also from a com-
munity unifying and inspiring 
standpoint.  With the leadership 
of this Board and the momentum 
that we have managed to muster, 
I am hopeful that 2021 will be 
another productive and blessed 
year for local government and 
Pulaski County.”
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Visit www.pcpatriot.com Daily For New Obituaries

HELEN MARIE LESTER 
WORRELL

Helen Marie Lester Worrell, 
age 85 of Hiwassee, died Early 
Tuesday morning, February 23, 
2021 at Commonwealth Assisted 
Living in Radford.  She was born 
in Botetourt County on August 
21, 1935, and was the daughter of 
the late Hattie Ethel Puckett Les-
ter and Robert Lee Lester.  In ad-
dition to her parents, she was pre-
ceded in death by her husband; 
William Jerome Worrell, Sr. and 
her son; William Jerome Worrell, 
Jr.  She is survived by:  daughter-
in-law; Donna Daigle Worrell:  
brothers; Stanley Otha Lester, 
Ewell Farley Lester:  sisters; Nor-
ma Lee Lester Klima, Hallie Pau-
line Lester Hedge:  granddaugh-
ter; Brittney Lu Worrell Owen.  
Also survived by numerous niec-
es, nephews and cousins.  Funer-
al services will be held Saturday, 
February 27, 2021 at 3:00 p.m. at 
Seagle Funeral Home, with the 
Rev. Mark Asbury officiating.  In-
terment will follow in the Cecil’s 
Chapel United Methodist Church 
Cemetery.  The family will re-
ceive friends on Saturday at the 
funeral home from 1:00 p.m. un-
til 3:00 p.m.  In lieu of flowers, 
please make contributions in her 
memory to the American Cancer 
Society.  Covid restrictions and 
rulings will be adhered to at all 
times.  Online condolences may 
be sent to the family by visiting 
www.seaglefuneralhome.com  
Arrangements by Seagle Funeral 
Home, Pulaski.

BRIAN SCOTT TAYLOR 
Brian Scott Taylor, age 54 

passed away in his Draper home 
Saturday February 20, 2021. Scott 
was welcomed into the world by 
his Mother, Janie Lucille Hancock 
and the late Joseph Fredrick Tay-
lor on May 17, 1966. Scott was a 
dedicated, hard working employ-
ee at Volvo Trucking for over 20 
years. He was a man with many 
passions and talents as a wood 
worker, an artist, a photographer 
and animal lover. As a man who 
wore many different hats in life 
he will be remembered as an out-
standing son, brother, a father and 
a friend. Scott’s legacy will live 
on through the countless stories 
and acts of kindness, generosi-
ty, and selflessness from all who 
crossed his path. Brian Scott Tay-
lor was an exceptional man and 
a remarkable father. He will be 
missed, cherished and remem-
bered by many.

He is survived by his
Daughter & Son-in-law
Alexis Morgan & Jonathan 

Brett Taylor-Draper
Mother
Janie Lucille Taylor – Pulaski
Brothers
David Wayne Taylor & Jimmy 

Covey- Draper
Larry Dean Taylor- Pulaski
Steven Mitchell & Chanda Tay-

lor-Pulaski
7 Nieces, Nephews and count-

less friends
Special friend
Jenny Kinder Packard
Memorial services will be held 

at a later date and will be posted 
on our website. To sign Brian’s 
online guestbook, visit www.
bowerfuneralhome.com.

Bower Funeral Homes, Pulaski 
is handling the arrangements for 
the family.

PERRY PAULEY 
Perry Pauley, 65, of Draper, 

Virginia, passed away unexpect-
edly on February 15th at his home. 

  Perry was born on November 
17, 1955 to Buford & Hollis Gay 
Moran Pauley in Pulaski VA. 
Raised in Austinville VA, he later 
married Debra Gale White Pau-
ley of Poplar Camp, going on to 
have two children, Autumn Fawn 
Pauley Torrey of Smithfield VA & 
Joshua Ryan Pauley of Franklin 
TN. 

  Most of his career was spent 
working in the Austinville Lead 
& Zinc Mines, as a welder at the 
Newport News Shipbuilding & 
Drydock, and Xaloy Inc. Perry 
enjoyed spending his time raising 
cattle and catering for weddings 
and other celebrations as well as 
socializing with his many friends. 
To him every stranger was a po-
tential new friend. 

  His priorities were his faith, 
family and friends. He and Deb-
bie attended Valley Harvest 
Ministries Pentecostal Holiness 
Church in Dublin VA. 

  His children considered him 
the most loving father and hus-
band a family could ask for. He is 
known by his friends and family 
for his enormous heart and spirit 
of helping and giving to others.  

  Perry was predeceased by his 
parents and brother, Leo Pauley. 
He is survived by his wife, chil-
dren, son-in-law (Michael Tor-
rey), daughter-in-law (Kaylee 
Myers Pauley), four grandchil-
dren (Kayla Shay Torrey, Gabriel 
Ryan Torrey, Brighton Asher Pau-
ley, and Adelaide Grace Pauley), 
sister (Margie Ann Pauley DeWil-
de and husband Danny), brother 
(Robert Lee Pauley), sister-in-law 
(Carolyn Pauley), in laws Rever-
end Carl J. and Nadyne White, 
brother-in-law (Tracy White and 
Denise), nine nieces, and three 
nephews as well as 22 great niec-
es and nephews. 

 In lieu of flowers, the family 
requests that that donations be 
made in Perry’s name to St. Jude’s 
Children Hospital. There will be 
a Celebration of Life held in late 
Spring/early Summer for friends 
and family to remember what he 
meant to all of us. Please watch 
Bowers’ website for updates. 

DONALD EARLE 
BALDAUF 

Donald Earle Baldauf, age 67 
of Dublin passed away Thursday, 
February 18, 2021 at the Lew-
is-Gale Hospital-Pulaski. Born 
June 12, 1953 in Detroit, Mich-
igan he was the son of the late 
Richard Earle Baldauf and Ger-
trude Agnes Hausdorf Baldauf. 
His brother, Richard Kent Bal-
dauf also preceded him in death.

He is survived by his 
Sisters
Nancy & Roman Robles – MI
Claudia & Eddie Keys – FL
Nephews
Jason & Carmen McGraw
Robert Rankin
Nieces
Tammy & Jerry Hansel
Rebecca & Jeff Engel
Robyn & Jason Leighton
Memorial services will be held 

at a later date and will be updated 
on the website.

To sign Donald’s online guest-
book, please visit www.bowerfu-
neralhome.com

 Bower Funeral Homes, Pulaski 
is handling the arrangements for 
the family.

TREVA PRICE CULLOP 
ROGERS 

Treva Price Cullop Rogers, 
86, of Pulaski, Virginia WON 
her battle with dementia and was 
reunited with family members 
on February 18, 2021.  She was 
preceded in death by her parents, 
Fred and Dora Price, husbands, 
Adam Cullop, and Donald (Pete) 
Rogers, brothers Bruce Price and 
Jackie Price, sisters Blanch Price, 
Faye Price, and Jean Patton.

Treva was born on August 1, 
1934 in Grayson County, VA to 
the late Fred H. and Dora J. Price 
of Wytheville, VA.  Treva was a 
long-time member of New Life 
Christian Ministries Nazarene 
Church in Pulaski, VA.

  Treva worked in many roles 
throughout her life and retired 
from New River Industries in 
1997.  She was most proud (and 
so were her sons!) that she went 
back to school and earned her 
GED and completed Beauti-
cian school to become licensed 
to “do” hair.  She always had a 
“beauty shop” in her home and 
loved the friendships she had 
with all her clients.  

She is survived by her sons, 
Gary (Kim) Cullop, Terry 
Cullop, Rocky (Mary) Cullop, 
and Pete’s daughter Jana (Joel) 
Weiner.  Also survived by sister 
Carol (Don) Poteat, brother Dean 
(Barbara) Price, niece Tanya 
Garland, nephews Kenny (Sha-
ron) Patton, Travis (Lisa) Price, 
Matthew (Melanie) Poteat, David 
(Meleigha) Poteat.

  No memorial will be held ex-
cept for a private family grave-
side service at Sharon Baptist 
Church in Rural Retreat, VA.  
Arrangements by Stevens Funer-
al Home, Pulaski, VA.

In lieu of flowers please donate 
to your favorite church or a char-
ity supporting dementia. 

Dementia Society of America. 
www. dementiasociety.org/

SHARON DIANE GUNTER 
Sharon Diane Gunter, 73, of 

Dublin, passed away Saturday, 
February 20, 2021.

Per her request, no services will 
be held at this time.

The Gunter family is in the care 
of Mullins Funeral Home & Cre-
matory in Radford. www.mullins-
funeralhome.com.

LILLIAN ELLAVESTER 
HUNTER 

Lillian Ellavester Hunter, 94, 
of Pulaski, VA died early Friday 
morning, February 19, 2021 at 
her home.  She was born in Pulas-
ki on January 25, 1927 and was 
the daughter of the late Perry and 
Cordia Parks Hunter.

There will be no funeral ser-
vices for Miss Hunter.  Those 
wishing to send flowers or con-
dolences to the family may send 
them to the home, 1305 Lottier 
St., Pulaski, VA 24301.

Arrangements by Stevens Fu-
neral Home, Pulaski, VA.

ERNEST CLYDE “PUNCH” 
RIDDLE 

Ernest Clyde “Punch” Rid-
dle, age 71 of Little Creek Road 
passed away Sunday, February 
21, 2021 at his home. Born April 
7, 1949 in Giles County he was 
the son of the late Lewis Franklin 
Riddle and Hattie Elizabeth Ste-
phens Riddle.

He is survived by his 
Brothers & Sisters
Arnold Riddle
James Riddle
Louis Morris
Mary (Carl) Woodyard
Eva (Albert) Woodyard
Brenda (Larry)Woodyard
Ronnie (Faye) Riddle
Lewis (Sally) Riddle
Many nieces and nephews
Memorial services were held 

Thursday evening February 25, 
2021 at the Pathway to Heaven 
Worship Center (7889 Cleburne 
Blvd. Dublin, VA) with Pastor 
Winfred Keene officiating.

To sign Ernest’s online guest-
book, please visit www.bowerfu-
neralhome.com

Bower Funeral Homes, Pulaski 
is handling the arrangements for 
the family.More Obituaries Are In Today’s Edition
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No Job Too Big Or Too Small 
For El Shaddai

Pulaski, Va.

BUILDING SUPPLIES
INSTALLATION 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

320-2356
elshadent@gmail.com

At El Shaddai 
We Sell And Install:

-Cabinets
-Countertops
-Decking
-Exterior Doors
-Interior Doors
-Fencing
-Insulation
-Millwork
-Paneling
-Patio Doors
-Plumbing Fixtures
-Porch Columns
-Flooring
-Railings
-Roofing
-Shutters
-Sidings
-Trusses
-Windows & more!

DR. RICHARD DEAN 
TESTER 

Dr. Richard Dean Tester, 88, 
passed away peacefully on Fri-
day, February 19, 2021 at Penny-
byrn.

Dean was born in Pulaski, 
VA on December 17, 1932 to the 
late Coy Nelson Tester and Ver-
na Sisk Tester.   In addition to 
his parents, Dean was preceded 
in death by his wife, Gaynelle 
“Gay” Davidson Tester; sister, 
Clara Nell Campbell; brothers, 
Ralph, Carlton, Bob Tester.

Dean meet his sweetheart 
Gaynelle Davidson and they 
were married August 20, 1955. 
Dean adored his wife and mother 
of their children for the 60 years 
they were blessed to be together.  
Dean was a devoted caregiver to 
his wife and High School sweet-
heart.  He has now been reunit-
ed with her.  During their time 
together, they were faithful and 
active members of First United 
Methodist Church in High Point.

Dean attended Pulaski High 
School and graduated college 
from Hampden-Sydney College 
in 1954 and Medical School of 
Virginia in 1958.  He then went 
on to work his Medical Fellow-
ship and Residency at Duke Uni-
versity in 1963-1964.

Dean was active in High 
School and College sports.  
During High School, he lettered 
in Baseball, Football and Basket-
ball.  During his time at Hamp-
den-Sydney College, he lettered 
in baseball, where he was Cap-
tain of the team, 3rd baseman 
and had a .300 batting average.  
In football, he was the starting 
Quarterback and led the team 
to Mason-Dixon Conference 
Championship.  He was named 
All Mason-Dixon Conference.  
Dean went on to sign with the 
Pulaski Phillies, the Philadelphia 
Phillies minor league team.  He 
was an expert snow skier, loved 
sailing and enjoyed golfing.   He 
was an original member of the 
Willow Creek Country Club. He 
was the winner of WCCC Senior 
Club Champion, Campbell Cup 
team Champion and along with 
his wife, Gay they won multiple 
WCCC Couples Club Champi-
onships.  He had several hole-in-
ones during his time of golfing.  
He also enjoyed woodworking 
and cabinetmaking.

Dean practiced his medical ca-
reer in High Point, where in 1964 
he co-founded, High Point Ra-
diological Service and remained 
until 1997.  He was instrumental 
in bringing nuclear medicine 
and the first CT scanner to High 
Point.  He opened the Imaging 
Center to serve the High Point 
Community.  Dean was a mem-
ber of the Eastern Radiology 
Society, co-founded American 
Bank and served on the Board 
of Directors for BB&T Bank in 
High Point.

Dean is survived by his chil-
dren, Brian Dean Tester of At-
lanta, GA, Christopher Alan 
Tester of Fleetwood, NC, Julie 
Tester Faria and husband, Rich-
ard of High Point; grandchil-
dren, Olivia Faria, Isabel Faria 
and Natalie Faria.

A graveside service was held 

Sunday, Feb. 21 at Deep Riv-
er Friends Meeting Cemetery 
in High Point with Rev. Debra 
Swing officiating.

The family wishes to express 
their appreciation to Dr. Nelson 
Pollock and his staff, Home In-
stead and the staff at Pennybyrn 
for all their care and support.

For those who prefer, memori-
al contributions may be made to 
First United Methodist Church, 
512 N. Main Street, High Point, 
NC  27262; Pennybyrn at Mary-
field, 1310 Greensboro Road, 
High Point, NC  27262; or to Unit-
ed Way of Greater High Point, 201 
Church Avenue, High Point, NC  
27262.

Condolences may be shared 
with the family at www.cumbyfu-
neral.com.

Note: According to Tom Huf-
ford, Tester was the son of Coy 
Tester, who operated Virginia 
Oak Flooring Company in Pu-
laski in the 1950s, and still has 
relatives in Pulaski. Dean Tes-
ter was a star athlete at Pulaski 
High School, and after graduat-
ing from Hampden-Sydney he 
was signed by the Philadelphia 
Phillies in 1954, and assigned 
to their Pulaski farm club. Af-
ter playing with the Phillies for 
about a month, he suffered a se-
vere injury when struck in the 
head by a pitched ball in a game 
at Johnson City. That ended his 
pro career, but he entered med 
school at the Medical College of 
Virginia.

DAVIS ERIC WOODRUM 
Davis Eric Woodrum, 47, 

passed away at his home in Pu-
laski County surrounded by his 
family on Wednesday, February, 
17, 2021. He was an employee of 
the Radford Army Ammunitions 
Plant.

Eric was preceded in death 
by his parents, Pete and Peggy 
Woodrum.

He is survived by his loving 
wife, Renee A. Woodrum; sons, 

Tyler Mills (Britne) of Roanoke, 
Logan Woodrum (Tiersa Wilson) 
of Radford, and Chase Woodrum 
of Pulaski; grandchildren, Ca-
sey, Kaiden and Willow; broth-
ers, Russell Woodrum (Debbie) 
of Dublin, Kelly Woodrum of 
Radford; and Clancy Woodrum 
(Courtney) of Portland, Maine; 
sister, Punkin Meeks (Charlie) 
of Radford; and numerous oth-
er nieces, nephews, relatives and 
friends.

The family would like to thank 
UVA Medical Center, Intrepid 
Hospice, friends and family for 
all their support and care given to 
Eric during his illness.

Memorial services were held 
Wednesday, Feb. 24 at the Mull-
ins Funeral Home in Radford. 

In lieu of flowers, please consid-
er the American Cancer Society.

The Woodrum family is in the 
care of Mullins Funeral Home & 
Crematory in Radford. www.mul-
linsfuneralhome.com.

CAROL DEXTER WEYER 
Carol Dexter Weyer, 82, of 

Radford, passed away Thursday, 
February 18, 2021.  She had been 
surrounded by her family and 
caregivers in the final days of her 
life.  She was preceded in death 
by her parents, William Dexter 

and Frances Campbell Schwitch-
enberg; and her husband, James 
(Jim) F. Weyer.

Survivors include:  her son and 
daughter-in-law, Rodger and Lori 
Wills of Radford; sister, Betty 
Jane Morris of Dublin; and spe-
cial cousin, Gail Scott of Vinton.

She graduated from Radford 
High School and retired from Poly 
Scientific in Blacksburg.  She en-
joyed traveling in a motor home 
with her husband and Dobermans 
for many years and they made 
lots of friends throughout their 
travels.  She also enjoyed cooking 
and collected innumerable boxes 
of recipes over the years.  She was 
an avid reader of the Bible and the 
power of her faith was an inspira-
tion!  She loved all animals and 
used to take her pet parrot every-
where with her, including physi-
cian appointments.  She had other 
pet birds, however, dogs were her 
true love.  She especially favored 
Pit Bulls and Dobermans and res-
cued several throughout her life 
and many became her pets.  Carol 
volunteered with both the Rad-
ford and Dublin Humane Soci-
ety, the Kennel Club, and PAWS.  
Other hobbies included:  photog-
raphy and scrapbooking to which 
we are forever grateful.  Our best 
memories of/with her will not be 
forgotten; she left behind many 
photo albums and scrapbooks 
dating back to 1959.  Even though 
she is no longer here with us in 
the flesh, she will forever remain 
in our hearts and our memories.

Due to the pandemic, the fam-
ily will remember Carol in a pri-
vate memorial service at High-
land Memory Gardens in Dublin.

In lieu of flowers, Carol had 
requested that contributions be 
made to:  The Jewish Jesus (Rab-
bi Schneider, PO Box 777, Bliss-
field, MI  49228-a Christian Or-
ganization) or the local Humane 
Societies.

The family would like to espe-
cially thank Dawn Whitescarver 
and Amy Rhodes, her caretakers 
and the staff at Carilion Hospital 
for their dedication and excep-
tional kindness.

The Weyer family is in the 
care of Mullins Funeral Home & 
Crematory in Radford.

PAULA WORRELL 
WILLIAMS 

Paula Worrell Williams, 
age 68 of Pulaski passed away 
Thursday, February 17, 2021at 
the New River Valley Medical 
Center.

Born January 28, 1953 in Pu-
laski, she was the daughter of 
the late Posey Lee Worrell and 
Frances Rhoades Worrell. She 
was also preceded in death by a 
brother, Perry Lynn Worrell.

She was retired from Virginia 
Tech with 25 years of service.

She is survived by
Her husband-James Michael 

Williams-Pulaski
Sons and daughters-in-law-
Jamie Mark Williams and 

Lorrie Williams-Pulaski
Jeremy Michael Williams and 

Dorothy Williams- Pulaski
Four Grandchildren-
Josh, Jessica, Noah and Dom-

inic
Funeral services were held 

Monday, February 22, 2021 in 
the Bower Funeral Home Chap-
el, Pulaski. Interment followed 
in Thornspring Cemetery, Pu-
laski

To sign the online guestbook, 
visit www.bowerfuneralhome.
com

Bower Funeral Home, Pulaski 
is handling the arrangements for 
the family.
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It’s an old political trick to 
make an easily achievable goal 
sound vauntingly ambitious in 
order to brag about it when it’s 
inevitably met.

It takes another level of 
chutzpah, though, to set out as a 
target something that has already 
happened.

The press has portrayed 
President Joe Biden’s goal of 
reopening the majority of K-12 
schools in his first 100 days as 
so far-reaching that the timeline 
might have to be extended.

Enter White House press secre-
tary Jen Psaki, who explained on 
Tuesday that the administration 
defines a school as open if it holds 
in-classroom instruction at least 
once a week.

By this metric, the goal isn’t 
really having more than half of 
schools open -- it’s having more 
than half of schools still 80% 
closed.

Not only is this a ridiculous 
standard, schools have already 
cleared the bar. According to Bur-
bio, which runs a school-opening 
tracker, about two-thirds of K-12 
students are attending in-person or 
hybrid schools.

This goalpost moving exem-
plifies how the Biden team isn’t 
pushing nearly hard enough on 
school reopening.

The issue has gone from being 
something of a red vs. blue battle 
line last year to a cross-partisan 
area of consensus. In intellectual 
and moral terms, the debate over 
reopening schools has been won, 
but political progress has been 
slow, mainly because powerful 
teachers unions are standing in 
the way.

If Biden wanted to add a touch 
of unity to his governing agenda, 
he’d call out the unions for being 
an obstacle to educational and 
economic progress at a challeng-
ing time for the country.

The science is clear enough, if 
that matters. 

Experts at the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
wrote in the Journal of the Amer-
ican Medical Association, “There 
has been little evidence that 
schools have contributed mean-
ingfully to increased community 
transmission.”

This makes the costs of school 
closures and remote learning all 
the harder to bear.

A McKinsey estimate from 
June concluded that students may 
have lost three months to a year of 
learning, depending on the exact 
circumstances. Then, there are the 
social costs for children, among 
them higher rates of depression 
and anxiety.

School closures have pulled 
women out of the labor force to 
bear the brunt of all the juggling 
that has to go on at home.

Nonetheless, teacher unions 
have fought reopening and 
helped stymie reopening in cities 
and blue states. Most schools 
in California have been remote. 
Elementary schools reopened in 
New York, but not middle schools 
or high schools.

School districts in the Wash-
ington, D.C., region are floating 
a parodic solution to reopening -- 

Rush Explained
By Cal Thomas, 
Tribune Content Agency

I wasn’t going to write a second column on 
the passing of Rush Limbaugh but given the 
reaction from hostile and snarky individuals 
-- even from a few self-styled conservatives -- 
explaining his influence is key to understand-
ing him and more importantly the movement 
for which he was such a powerful spokesman.

As with the former president, Donald 
Trump, Limbaugh spoke for people who felt 
disparaged by condescending elites. Estab-
lished politicians, lobbyists, Washington law-
yers and others collectively known as “inside 
the Beltway” types reacted to him as if these 
people had trespassed on their territory.

Limbaugh’s devoted fans believed their 
values helped build and sustain America 
through wars, economic downturns and other 
challenges. They see those values under siege 
from a secular progressive generation that tol-
erates everything but them. Many had served 
in the military to defend once traditional 
values and the freedoms many now take for 
granted, as if freedom is automatically and 
effortlessly achieved.

These people go to church and take their 
children to Sunday school. Some enroll their 
kids in Christian schools or home school them 
because they dislike what is taught in public 
schools. They believe their country is losing 
all moral standards, is becoming increasingly 
corrupt and in danger of extinction if things 
don’t turn around. Shouldn’t these concerns 
explain why they wish to issue warnings 
because they love the country and don’t want 
it to fail? Limbaugh was their spokesman in 
these and other matters.

For these beliefs they are derided by the 
likes of former President Obama and Hillary 
Clinton. In 2015, Obama tolda gathering 
of wealthy Californians at a fundraiser that 
conservatives “cling to guns or religion or 
antipathy toward people who aren’t like them 
or anti-immigrant sentiment or anti-trade sen-
timent as a way to explain their frustrations.”

While running for president in 2016, Hil-
lary Clinton famously characterized”half of 
Donald Trump’s supporters belong in a basket 
of deplorables” characterized by “racist, sex-
ist, homophobic, xenophobic, Islamaphobic” 
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views.
You see how this works? If you don’t bend 

the knee to them and their way of thinking, 
you are somehow less of an American than 
they are. They think they have the right to set 
standards, which constantly shift and thus are 
not standards, while they obliterate conserva-
tive and religious standards, which are fixed.

Imagine the reaction had members of 
groups favored by Democrats been similarly 
put down by the right. I thought stereotyping 
was a relic of the past and something to be 
avoided.

Conservatives got tired of either being ig-
nored, or having their ideas, values and beliefs 
demonized and so when Limbaugh, especial-
ly, and other conservative commentators and 
outlets came along, accurately describing, 
defending, even promoting their beliefs, they 
flocked to them.

The major media, which must make money 
to exist, had an opportunity to understand 
“these people,” a term used by some on the 
left to collectively describe them as if they 
were aliens from another planet. Instead, they 
effectively told them “we don’t want your 
business,” so they took their “business” to 
Limbaugh and others.

At a gathering of conservative Christians in 
Dallas during the 1980 presidential campaign, 
Ronald Reagan said, “I endorse you, and what 
you’re doing.” Some commentators wanted 
to know where the crowd had come from. 
They were always around, but ignored by the 
elites, or if they paid attention to them at all, 
they were viewed as uneducated, uncouth and 
unworthy to join the political “club.”

Instead of reaching out to understand, em-
ploy conservatives in the media and comment 
fairly on their beliefs, the secular progressives 
in and out of the media doubled down on 
their rejection of them. This made the rejected 
even more loyal to Limbaugh and those who 
followed him.

One definition of “The Establishment” is: 
“the existing power structure in society; the 
dominant groups in society and their customs 
or institutions; institutional authority.”

This is what Rush Limbaugh challenged 
and why his listeners loved him. He was right 
and those critical of him never understood. 
They still don’t and neither do they care to.

Elections have 
long-term consequences

One Nation
Under God

By Danielle Reid

117 years ago, on FEBRUARY 23, 
1904, the United States purchased the Ca-
nal Zone from the country of Panama for 
ten million dollars, plus annual payments 
of $250,000.  

Many countries have built canals to 
improve navigation and connect their wa-
terways, some as far back in history as in 
Italy’s Naviglio Canal completed in 1258.  
England’s Exeter Canal was construct-
ed in the 1560’s; and the Netherlands, 
Flanders and Belgium constructed a dense 
system of canals mostly in the 1600’s.  
One of the best known is the Suez Canal, 
connecting the Mediterranean and Red 
Sea was opened to navigation on Novem-
ber 17, 1869.  

Some famous canals in the United 
States are the Cut River built in 1636, con-
necting Plymouth Harbor with Mansfield 
on Green Harbor.  South Hadley Canal 
was opened in 1795 and bypasses Great 
Falls at South Hadley, MA on the Con-
necticut River.  Then there is the 22-mile 
Dismal Swamp Canal, opened in 1805, 
between VA and NC.  Most people are 
aware of the Erie Canal, opened in 1825 
which spans 363 miles from Albany, NY 
to Buffalo, NY on Lake Erie.

But how many people are aware of the 
history of the Panama Canal and the influ-
ence of American presidents on building it 
and managing it?

In 1535, Charles V (King of Spain) or-
dered a survey of the Isthmus of Panama 
to ascertain whether a canal located there 

could connect the Pacific and Atlantic 
Oceans.  He realized a canal could save 
weeks of sailing around the danger-
ous South American route through the 
Straits of Magellen.  Before the canal, 
ships would have to go around the entire 
continent of South America.  So, if a ship 
were traveling from New York to San 
Francisco, it would save around 8,000 
miles and 5 months of travel by crossing 
at the canal. 

In 1788, Thomas Jefferson suggested 
constructing a canal at that location; and 
in 1846, under the leadership of President 
James K. Polk, the US signed a treaty 
with Colombia (known then as New 
Granada) ensuring the right to build a 
canal route.  Plans were delayed during 
the Mexican-American War in 1848; and 
the California Gold Rush in 1849.

On November 3, 1903, during the 
presidency of Theodore Roosevelt, the US 
aided Panama in gaining independence 
from Colombia; and 117 years ago, on 
February 23, 1904, the US purchased 
the Canal Zone from Panama for $10 

Biden 
too 
timid on 
schools

See NATION, page A9

vironment – especially on their home floor. The players 
deserved to have their parents and siblings – all of them 
– watch them in person.

The same for football.  Bogle Stadium in Roanoke was 
darn near empty Monday night, save for the two teams, 
coaches and support staff.  It was head coach Mark Dix-
on’s first game at PCHS, and Cougar fans – the best fans 
around who travel with their team like few others – were 
cheated out of seeing the debut.

So, unless something happens in Richmond prior to 
Saturday afternoon, Kenneth J. Dobson Stadium – one 
of the largest football venues in the area capable of seat-
ing 10,000 fans (and many will recall games which had 
upwards of 15,000 in attendance in the past) – will be 
mostly empty when the Cougars face the Hidden Valley 
Titans at 3 p.m.

It is nonsense!
We were very pleased on Sunday when School Super-

intendent Dr. Kevin Siers released a statement from the 
school system in response to the governor’s Amended 
Executive Order #72.

According to the statement, Pulaski County Public 
Schools received notice last week that Governor Ralph 
Northam had amended executive order #72 in a way that 
reduces the number of potential spectators at football 
games and prohibits public schools from counting cheer-
leaders and band members as participants/players. 

The amended order, Siers wrote, is forcing schools 
throughout the state to choose between excluding band 
and cheer from participation or reducing the number of 
parents who can attend these events.  

The statement expressed opposition to the amended 
order for three reasons:

1.  The order is discriminatory in that it diminishes the 
role of predominantly female groups of student athletes 
and musicians, who are essential participants in the foot-
ball game experience, by classifying them as spectators.  

2.  The order is not grounded in the science that we 
currently utilize in implementing COVID-19 mitiga-
tion strategies.  We know from experience that we can 
safely put 1000 students a day into our high school with 
classrooms at 80 percent capacity by masking and social 
distancing. Counting band and cheer as participants in 
addition to 250 spectators would still leave our foot-
ball stadium, an outdoor venue, at less than 5 percent 
capacity. 

3.  The order is arbitrary and capricious.  There is a 
noticeable lack of consistency in how executive order 
#72 establishes expectations for outdoor venues.  Public 
beaches and amusement parks are afforded much more 
leeway and allowed incredibly higher attendance rates 
than high school stadiums, which have been relegated to 
the category of community rec programs.  It's a designa-
tion that is insulting to our extracurricular and co-cur-
ricular programs while tying the hands of local govern-
ments to meet the needs of their communities.

The school system’s statement noted that Pulaski 
County Public Schools will abide by the guidance set 
forth in the amended executive order #72 while explor-
ing available options for challenging it such as seeking a 
legal remedy through the courts or requesting a Title IX 
investigation regarding the possible gender discrimina-
tion aspect.  

“It is our sincerest hope that Governor Northam will 
reconsider his decision and include band and cheer as 
participants when new guidance is issued at the end of 
the month.  Our teachers and coaches are doing incred-
ible things to create positive experiences for kids and 
our students deserve the same effort from their state 
government,” Siers said.  

We fully support the school system’s response, and if 
it takes going to court to force the governor to come to 
his senses, then so be it.

Not every high school has a stadium that can seat 
as many as Pulaski County or Salem for instance, and 
maybe 250 spectators is reasonable in some places. But 
not here.

Let us use common sense and allow larger crowds in 
outdoor venues where it is safe to do so. Especially when 
“outdoor entertainment and public amusement venues” 
are allowed to operate with up to 1,000 spectators.

Editorial:

See LOWERY, page A10

To say we are disappointed would be an understate-
ment.

We heard earlier this week that Gov. Ralph Northam 
would be making a statement Wednesday morning about 
changes in capacity limits for outdoor activities as we 
continue dealing with COVID-19.

After attending last Saturday evening’s girls basket-
ball state championship game in the Cougar Den and 
watching the video of the Pulaski County – Cave Spring 
football game in Roanoke on Monday night, both with 
pitifully small audiences, we were in high hopes that 
changes were coming to allow for more fans in the 
stands.

But sadly, it did not happen.
The governor made some changes, but nothing that 

will help our high schools.
The gym at Pulaski County High School could have 

held dozens more fans – including more parents of 
players, families, kids, you name it – for last Saturday’s 
title match.  

And all those attending would have had plenty of room 
to social distance – or as New River Health Director Dr. 
Noell Bissell likes to say – “physical distance.”

It was a state championship game for crying out loud. 
It is not every season that a team gets to play in that en-

Use some 
common sense
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Draper Valley Baptist Church
3200 Lee Highway
Draper, Va. 24324

Pastor: Alan Pearce
Service Times:

Bible Study Sunday, 5 p.m.
Sunday Worship, 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening, 6 p.m.

Prayer Service, Wed. 6:30 p.m.
Phone: 980-1028

www.drapervalleybaptist.org

Grace Baptist Church
552 E. Main Street
Dublin, Va. 24084

Pastor: Doug Testerman
674-1762

Primary Services:
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Sunday worship

Sunday  Night Power Hour, 6 to 7 p.m.
Wednesday Night 7 to 8 p.m.

Grace Kids and Teens Bible Study

Open Door Baptist Church
4576 Miller Lane

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor: Rev. N.K. Howlett

Primary Services:
Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.

Worship, 11 a.m.
Wednesday Night, 7 p.m.

Phone: 980-2046

Draper United Methodist Church
3080 Greenbriar Road

Draper, VA 24324
Pastor: Mark Asbury

Primary Service Times:
Sunday School, 10 a.m.

Worship, 11 a.m.
Phone: 276-477-3835

Newbern Christian Church
Disciples of Christ

5183 Wilderness Road, Newbern
Rev. Denise and Ken Walker

540-440-8733

Christ Episcopal Church
144 North Washington Ave., Pulaski

Service: 10 a.m. every Sunday
Phone: 980-2413

Email: christ24301@gmail.com
www.christpulaski.dioswva.org

Jordan's Chapel UMC
Pastor: Rev. Becky Wheeler

Worship: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

Cecil's Chapel United Methodist Church
5801 Cecil's Chapel Road, 

Hiwassee, VA  24347
Pastor Mark Asbury

Worship service is 8:45am-9:45am
Sunday School is 10 - 10:45am

Ricky Dishon, 540 239 6360, www.facebook.
com/cecilschapel.umc

Newbern United Methodist Church
5155 Wilderness Road

Exit 98 off I-81 Newbern
Rev. Paige Wimberly

674-6111
Worship Services: 9:45 a.m.

Sunday School: 11 a.m.

Valley Harvest Ministries
1 Harvest Place

P.O. Box 458
Dublin, VA 24084

Senior Pastor Steve Willis 
Associate Pastors: 

Perry Slaughter, Elaine Wood, Derick Burton
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
Wednesday School 7 p.m. 

www.vhmdublin.org
540-674-4729

Mountain View United Methodist Church
6648 Wilderness Road

Dublin, VA 24084
Phone: 540-674-6111

mountainviewumc.yolasite.com/
Pastor: Paige Wimberly

Adult Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Morning Worship with Children's Church at 

11 a.m.

Dublin Baptist Church
100 Hawkins Street
Dublin, VA 24084

540-674-6061
secretary@dublinbaptistva.org
Website: dublinbaptistva.org

Pastor: Dennis Jones
Morning Worship: 10 a.m.

Children's Church and Nursery
Evening Service: 6 p.m.

Tuesday: Women's Bible Study, 10 a.m.
Wednesday, Adult Bible Study 7 p.m.

First United Methodist Church
301 N. Jefferson Ave. - Pulaski 

(physical address)
135 Fourth St., NW - Pulaski 

(mailing address)
Pastor's Name: Will Shelton

Associate Pastor:
Sebastian Ruiz, Hispanic Pastor

Sunday Services
9:00 AM - Hispanic Worship

9:00AM - Contemporary Worship
10:00AM - Sunday School

11:00AM - Traditional Worship
Contact Info.

Phone:  540.980.3331
e-mail:  office@fumcpulask.org
website:  www.fumcpulask.org

Belspring Baptist Church
6887 Depot Street

Belspring, VA 24058
Pastor Darrell Linkous

Service Times:
Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Sunday worship: 11 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study and 
Youth Group: 7 p.m.

Darrell Linkous: 353-0081
belspringbaptistchurch@gmail.com

Memorial Baptist Church
995 Peppers Ferry Road

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor: Michael S. Jones

Sunday
9:45 am - Sunday School

11:00 am - Worship
Wednesday

6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
(540) 980-4731

Email: dfarley3@verizon.net

River of Life Church
5311 Black Hollow Road, Dublin, Va. 24084

Shawn Burchett, Pastor
Sunday School 9:15 AM

Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Wednesday Evening Life 
Building Service 7:00 PM

www.rolcdublin.com            540-674-4500

Delton Church of God 
of Prophecy

4570 Boyd Road, Draper, VA 24324
Pastor Vickie Lee Viars

deltoncogop@gmail.com   (276) 620-3191
Sunday mornings - 11 AM to 12 PM

Sunday evenings-Facebook live services 
announced on Facebook 

Wednesday evenings- To be announced at 
later future time until COVID-19 ceases
Delton COGOP is following all COVID-19 

safety guidelines of social distancing, masks, 
cleaning, and disinfection.

Heritage Church
6195 Cleburne Boulevard, Dublin

Pastor Mike Pierce
Service Times: 

Wednesdays, 7 p.m.; 
Sundays, 10 a.m.
(540) 674-9220

Website: www.heritagechurch.net
Facebook.com/

HeritageChurchDublinVA

Fairlawn Baptist
6758 Oxford Avenue
Fairlawn, VA 24141

First Missionary Baptist Church
7318 Manns Drive / P.O. Box 90

New River, Virginia 24129
(540) 639-5331

email: fmbc1872@verizon.net
Pastor: Rev. Richard A. Goodman, Sr.

Associate Minister:
Rev. Annette Cheek

Clerk: Mrs. Carlotta Lewis
Sundays: 

Morning Worship  11:00 a.m.
The Lord's Supper - Each First Sunday

Wednesdays: Prayer Meeting &       
Bible Study  6:30 p.m.

Dublin United Methodist Church
P.O. Box 577

424 East Main Street
Pastors Don Hanshew & Don Shelor

(540) 674-5128
office@dublinumc.com
Early Worship - 8:45 am
Sunday School - 9:45 am

Praise & Worship Small Group - 10:00 am
Worship - 10:55 am

Freedom Fellowship Church
1730 West Street

Radford, VA 24141
Sr. Pastor: Jerry W. Collins

540-577-5780
jcollinsfreedomfellowship@yahoo.com

Sunday Service: 10 a.m.
11 a.m. Children’s Church

Wednesday - 7 p.m. Service
7 p.m. Youth Service

Draper's Valley Presbyterian (PCA)
Draper’s Valley Presbyterian (PCA)

2755 Old Baltimore Road, Draper, VA 24324
Senior Pastor: Rev. Robert E. Davis

Associate Pastor: Rev. Roland Mathews
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship Service
8:30 and 11:00 a.m.

Sunday Evening Worship Service 6:15 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Groups and Adult Prayer 

& Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
Phone - 540-994-9015

e-mail - drapers.valley@dvpca.org
website - www.dvpca.org

Sunday Morning Worship Live-Stream • 
11:00 a.m.

(or anytime) on YouTube

Trinity Lutheran 
Church ELCA

2 Fifth Street, N.W., Pulaski
540-980-3624

The Rev. Terrie Sternberg
trinitypulaski @gmail.com

Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
(Sept. - May)

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
(June - Aug.)

Bible Study: Wednesday, 12:30
www.trinitypulaski.org

Trinity United Methodist
Pastor: Judy Yonce

Sunday Worship - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Study - Wednesday, 7 p.m.

528 5th Street, S.E.
Pulaski, Va.

Phone - 980-0820

Snowville Baptist Church
3238 Gum Log Road, Hiwassee

Pastor: Rev. Tony Hart
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Sunday Services: 11 a.m., 6 p.m.
Wednesday Night Service: 7 p.m.

Fairlawn United Methodist Church
7584 Brandon Road, Fairlawn, Va. 24141 

Pastor Mark A. Miller
markmiller.psalm1@gmail.com

Cell) 540-320-2431
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

Sunday Worship (with children's message): 
11 a.m.

Bible Study, Wednesday: 7 p.m.
Youth Ministry
Facebook.com/

Fairlawn-United-Methodist-Church

Grace Ministries
Church of God of Prophecy

1021 Macgill Street
Pulaski, VA 24301

Church: 540-980-2118
Cell: 276-233-8083

Bus Ministry: 540-385-9972
www.pulaskigracemin.com

Email: pulaskigracemin@hotmail.com
Pastor Mike Williams
Children's Ministry

Aaron  & Becky Sampson 
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.
Children’s Church 10:30 a.m.

Children’s Free Breakfast 10:30 a.m.
Ages 5-12

Men’s & Women’s Ministry Wed. 6:30

Faith Bible Church
110 LaGrange Street, Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor: Jim Linkous
Associate Pastor: T.J. Cox

540-980-5433
www.facebook/faithbiblechurch

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.

Sunday Children’s Church: 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening: 6 p.m.

Wednesday Evening Bible Study: 7 p.m.
Children’s Meal: 6:30 p.m.

Children’s and Youth’s Group Classes: 7 p.m.

Dublin Christian Church
5605 Dunlap Road

P.O. Box 1330
Dublin, VA 24084

(540) 674-8434
www.dublinchristianchurch.com

Richard R. Goad, Jr.
Senior Minister

Sunday School 10 a.m.
Worship 11 a.m.

Sunday Evening Worship and 
Youth Meeting, 6 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study and Children's Bible 
Classes, 7 p.m.

First Presbyterian Church
408 N. Jefferson Avenue, Pulaski

Pastor Melissa McNair-King
(540) 980-2132

firstprespulaskiva@gmail.com
www.firstpresbyterianpulaski.org

Sunday Services:
Sept.-May: Sunday School, 9:45 a.m., 

Service 11 a.m.
June-Labor Day: Service 10 a.m.

Wednesday Family Night, 6 - 7:30 p.m.

Ephesians 5:14-16. “Where-
fore he saith, Awake thou that 
sleepest, and arise from the 
dead, and Christ shall give thee 
light. See then that ye walk 
circumspectly, not as fools, but 
as wise. Redeeming the time, 
because the days are evil.” 

Everyone with a sense of 
awareness knows that we are 
living in the last days. Great 
tribulation such as the world 
has never known is coming. 
It’s almost time for the Lord to 
come. It is nigh at hand. It is 
even at the door. 

Jesus is coming for His bride, 
just any day now, to provide an 
escape for the faithful from the 
tribulation. We need to have 
our lamps trimmed and burning 
brightly, so that when the call is 
made for us to “come up hither” 
we will rise to meet our blessed 
Lord and Savior in the air. 

In the parable of the ten vir-
gins, there were five wise and 
five foolish virgins awaiting the 
coming of the wedding party. 
The five wise virgins were 
vigilant. They were prepared. 
They had brought extra oil with 
them, so they would have a suf-
ficient supply to replenish their 
lamps, should the bridegroom 
delay His coming. They knew 
the importance of being ready 
to go out and meet the bride-
groom. And when the call was 
made, ‘Behold the Bridegroom 
cometh”the five wise virgins, 
arose, trimmed their lamps, and 
went out to meet the Bride-
groom, and joined the wedding 
party. 

The five foolish virgins 
brought no extra oil with them 
and when their lamps went out, 
without oil, they had no light. 
Because they were unprepared, 
they were unable to find their 
way to greet the wedding party 
and were left behind.

To be left behind when Jesus 
comes would be the most 
frightening thing that anyone 
could ever experience. Once 
the Rapture of the Saints takes 
place, there’ll not be another 
opportunity to go out and meet 
Christ and be caught away with 
Him up into Heaven. 

No one knows when Jesus 
will return, so we have to have 
our spiritual lamps lit, with an 
ample supply of the oil of the 
Holy Spirit, should He delay 
His coming. His coming has 
been delayed now for nearly 
2,000 years because He has 
been gathering in the Gen-
tiles. But it is closer now than 
it’s ever been before. If our 
spiritual reservoirs are empty, 
because the Spirit of God has 
been quenched in our lives, or 
grieved because of unforgiv-
en sins in our hearts, our feet 
won’t leave the ground come 
Rapture time. 

Every believer in Christ 
Jesus, needs to have his or her 
own supply of the oil of the 
Spirit. Every individual must 
seek the face of God for their 
own portion from God, who is 
pleased to fill and thrill with 
the Holy Spirit, all who hunger 
for His presence. 

While the Bridegroom tar-
ries, we have to go about doing 
our respective duties. But the 
most important thing we are to 
do is to be watching and wait-
ing, with anxious anticipation 
and eager expectation, for the 
coming of the Lord. 

If we’re just playing Church, 

Awake, 
Thou That 
Sleepest

See MCCRAW, page A8
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Thornspring United Methodist Church
5670 Thornspring Church Rd.

Dublin, VA 24084
Pastor: Rev. Teresa Tolbert

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Worship Service: 11 a.m.
Phone: (540) 980-2927

First Baptist Church
5473 Baskerville Street

Dublin, VA 24084
Pastor Wallis Brown

540-674-2677
Service: 11 a.m.

New Dublin Presbyterian Church
5331 New Dublin Church Road

Dublin, VA  24084
Pastor: Sara Jane Nixon

Website:  newdublinpres.org
540-674-6147

Services 11:00 AM Sundays

Community Christian Church
5382 Grace Street, Dublin VA, 24084

540-674-4308
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Worship Service 10:45 a.m.

First Dublin Presbyterian Church (ECO)
409 Church Street, Dublin, Va. 24084

P.O. Box 2027, Dublin, Va. 24084
first-dublin-presbyterian-church-eco.com 

Minister: 
The Rev. Dr. Olin Marsh Whitener, Jr.

Max Creek Baptist Church
3000 Old Route 100 Road, Draper, Va. 24324

www.maxcreek.org
www.facebook.com/maxcreekbaptist

Senior Pastor: Mike Coleman
Youth Minister: Charlie Prince

Director of Visitation: Ersel Alderman
Sunday Services

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11 a.m.

Teen Social and Class: 5 p.m.
Evening Worship: 6 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Classes:7 p.m.

Pulaski Church of God
1621 Bob White Boulevard

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor Donald Jones

540-980-8880
www.pulaskicog.church

Sunday Services
Sunday Life Groups: 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Wednesdays Midweek Connect: 7 p.m.

Showers of Blessing Church of 
God in Christ

305 Newbern Road, Dublin
Pastor Elder Stephen Muse

Come and Worship With Us!
Sunday School: 10:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 11:30 a.m.
Tuesday Night Bible Study: 7-8 p.m.

Randolph Avenue 
United Methodist Church

1607 Randolph Avenue
Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Elston McLain
Worship Service: 11 a.m.
Phone: (540) 980-8775

Pulaski Christian Church, Inc.
4531 Brookmont Road, Pulaski, VA 24301

www.pulaskichristianchurch.com/
Rev. Kathy Warden, Pastor,

(540) 250-2974
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m.
Worship 7 p.m.

Monday Bible Study
7 to 9 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study
7 p.m.

Aldersgate United Methodist
1946 Medallion Drive

Pulaski, VA 24301
(540) 980-1349

Pastor Becky Wheeler
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.

First Baptist Church
220 Magazine Street
Pulaski, VA  24301

540-980-3336
Email: firstbaptist220@gmail.com

Pastor: Rev, Douglas Patterson
Sunday School  10 a.m.

Sunday Worship  11 a.m.
Monday's Child Youth Group, Monday 

Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study  6:30 p.m.

Pulaski Presbyterian Church
(PCA)

975 Memorial Drive
Pulaski, VA 24301

Office Phone:980-2631
Email: pastor@pulaskipca.org
Website: www.pulaskipca.org
Stated Supply: Rev. John Gess

Sunday School: 10:00am
Worship Service: 11:00am

Sure Foundation Christian Fellowship
6598 Annie Akers Road

Radford, VA  24141
(540) 639-3443

Pastor Steve Phillips
Sunday Morning Worship: 10:00 am

Sunday Night Prayer: 5:30 pm
Wednesday Night 

Prophetic Teaching: 6:30 pm

New Hope Chapel
1555 Case Knife Road

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor Darrell Gray

(276) 733-6080
Pastor Gray and congregation invite you to 

New Hope Chapel. 
Service Times: 

10 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Sunday Service

Family Worship Center
First Pentecostal Holiness

955 Memorial Drive, Pulaski
540-980-7287

Jeff Willhoite, Pastor
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.
KidsZone 10:45 a.m.

Evening Worship 6 p.m.
www.fwcpulaski.church

Pulaski First Church of the Brethren
1749 Newbern Road
Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor Frank Peters
Sunday School: 9:45

Worship: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

980-3798

Abundant Life Ministries
3050 Lee Highway

Pulaski, VA 24301 (540) 980-5506
(Mon. - Fri., 9 a.m.-1 p.m.)

Pastor Randall K. Lawrence Sr.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.

Sunday Evenings 6 p.m. by announcement
Wednesday Evenings (Family Night) 6:30-7 

pm children fed, 7:15 pm Bible Classes all ages
Adult Bible Class

THRIVE Teen Class
Children’s Bible Class and 
Special Activitiy Classes

New Life Church of the Nazarene
45 S. Jefferson Avenue

Pulaski, VA 24301 
540-980-2001

www.newlifepulaski.com
email: pastorjuls@verizon.net

Pastor: Julie Armbrister
Sunday School (all ages) 9:30 a.m.

Sunday worship: 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 6 p.m.

Trinity Baptist Church
4008 Robinson Tract Road

Pulaski, VA 24301 
Telephone: 980-8186

Pastor Johnny Howlett
Minister of Education Rev. Steve Taylor

Sunday School - 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m.

Sunday Bible Study - 6 p.m.
Wednesday - Adult Bible Study and Youth 

Group - 7 p.m.

Grace Fellowship Baptist Church
2640 Max Creek Road

P.O. Box 326
Hiwassee, VA 24347
Pastor: Jason N. Aker
Phone: 276-699-3176

pastorjasonaker@gmail.com
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study: 7 p.m.

St. Edwards Catholic Church
Corner of N. Washington Ave. and

7th Street N.W., Pulaski
Phone: 980-6511
Fax: 980-6511

Priest: Fr. Bernie Ramirez
Mass: 11 a.m. Sunday, 5:30 p.m. Thursday

Warriors for Christ II
Bishop Sherman Buckner

600 Skyline Circle
Pulaski, VA 
540-315-2317

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Worship: 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Thursday: 7 p.m. Service

Bob White Boulevard Baptist Church
3826 Bob White Boulevard

Pulaski, VA.
Pastor: Allen Harman

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Preaching: 11 a.m.

Sunday Evening: 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service: 7:30 p.m.

FUNDAMENTAL

Seagle 
Funeral Home

Todd Bruce, Manager
415 N. Jefferson Ave., Pulaski, 980-1700

we’re going to be left behind. 
We can’t be living borderline 
lives with one foot in the world 
and one foot in the Church and 
expect to go with Jesus when He 
comes. 

“Awake thou that sleepest.” 
We must make sure that we have 
our priorities in order and our 
sins under the blood of Jesus. 
This scripture speaks volumes 
to those who have fallen into 
spiritual apathy. It is a call for 
them to “wake up.” To live their 
lives exercising self-control, so 
as not to be overcome by the 
temptations of the world. 

“See that ye walk circum-
spectly, not as fools, but as 
wise.” To walk circumspectly 
is to walk carefully. Those who 
are wise, live for God. Those 
who are foolish, don’t. Foolish 
men snd women say there is no 
God; no Rapture; no Heaven; 
and no Hell. “The fool hath 
said in his heart that there is no 
God.” (Psalm 14:1) The wise 
know that there is a Heaven to 
gain and a Hell to shun; that 
Jesus is coming back again, as 
He said. 

“Redeeming the time, because 
the days are evil.” 

Redeeming the time means to 
make the most of every oppor-
tunity to do service for Christ 
and to our neighbor. “We serve 
God best by serving our fellow 
man.”

We must work for the day is 
coming, when there’ll be no 
more opportunities to win the 
lost to Christ. 

“Awake thou that sleepest, and 
arise from the dead, and Christ 
shall give thee light.” Luke-
warm believers are called upon 
to awaken from their spiritual 
slumber. Those who are unsaved 
are called upon to come of the 
darkness and into the marvelous 
light of Christ. 

“Awake, thou that sleepest.” 
The next great event on the cal-
endar of God is the resurrection 
of the righteous and the catching 
away of the living saints to meet 
Jesus in the air. 

Much of Church membership 
is asleep on the pews. Souls are 
perishing every hour of every 
day, all over the world, because 
the Church is asleep on the pews 
and is failing to reach them with 
the gospel. 

“Awake thou that sleepest.” 
We must work to get our loved 
ones saved while there is still 
time. 

“Redeeming the time.” Re-
deeming the time means that 
we must make the most of our 
time. In fact, we need work even 
harder to make up for the time 
we’ve already lost, while we 
were sleeping. 

“The days are evil.” Never 
before in all of history has there 
been so much wickedness upon 
the earth. We are truly living in 
perilous times. The last days of 
the last days. 

If you don’t know Jesus in the 
pardon of your sins, invite Him 
to come into your heart and 
life today. Make your lifelong 
commitment to Him. Don’t be a 
dead head. Wake up. For Jesus 
IS coming soon.

Continued from Page A7

McCraw

We need to give thanks for those around us
From the writings of the Rev. 

Billy Graham

Q: I have trouble getting along 
with people. I try hard to be under-
standing but things people do and 
say irritate me. My mother told me 
that I can’t change others but I can 
change myself. I’ve tried but it is 
hard and I’m frustrated. -- C.M.

A: A woman once wrote a letter 
describing how fortunate she was 
to have a kind, considerate hus-
band. She then wrote four pages 
listing all his faults! How many 
marriages and other relationships 
grow cold and eventually are shat-

tered because of faultfinding.
We should thank God for the 

people in our lives. It is so easy 
to take other people for granted 
or to complain and become angry 
because they do not meet our 
every expectation. But we need 
to give thanks for those around 
us -- our spouses, our children, 
our relatives, and our friends. We 
must also grasp that we do things 
that irritate others in our circle of 
friends and family.

How do we respond to this 
challenge? Do we go out of your 
way to let others know we appre-

ciate them and are thankful for 
them? The Christians in the city 
of Corinth were far from perfect, 
but the Apostle Paul began his first 
letter to them by thanking God 
for them (1 Corinthians 1:4). We 
should be diligent to thank God for 

others who touch our lives.
The Bible is the book of books 

and its pages are filled with exam-
ples of why and how relationships 
turn bad. It also tells us how to 
nurture friendship and overlook 
faults. God’s Word instructs us to 
pray for discernment and wisdom, 
and to respond to others with 
understanding and mercy. Patience 
graciously, compassionately, and 
with understanding judges the 
faults of others without unjust 
criticism, but in love. After all, this 
is what Christ has done for us and 
we are told to “follow His steps” 
(1 Peter 2:21).

Bible
Trivia

1. Is the book of 2 Peter in Old 
or New Testament or neither?

2. From Matthew 4, how many 
days and nights did Jesus fast be-
fore his temptation by Satan? 3, 
12, 40, 7x70

3. In Genesis 24, who played 
the matchmaker for Isaac and 
Rebekah? Nahor, A shepherd, 
Bethuel, Abraham’s servant

4. From Proverbs 6, what is held 
up as an example to the lazy man? 
Bee, Flea, Locust, Ant

5. Who said, “The Lord gave, 
and the Lord hath taken away”? 
Satan, Adam, Job, Haman

6. Who/what was Shishak? 
Roast lamb, Birthplace of Moses, 
Serpent, King of Egypt

ANSWERS: 1) New; 2) 40; 3) 
Abraham’s servant; 4) Ant; 5) Job 
1:21; 6) King of Egypt

Sharpen your understanding of 
scripture with Wilson’s Casey’s 
latest book, “Test Your Bible 
Knowledge,” available in book-
stores and online.

First Baptist Church
325 Randolph Avenue

Pulaski, Va.
Pastor: Dr. Henry Fiske

Phone: 980-6565
fbcpulaskiva@gmail.com
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.
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NOW OPEN IN DUBLIN
180 Broad Street, Dublin • 540-518-7088

Two Other Locations:
400 N. Washington Ave., Pulaski • 540-980-4060
100 W. Buck Ave., Rural Retreat • 276-250-2160

Board hears update on Calfee Community - Cultural Center
By MIKE WILLIAMS
The Patriot

The Pulaski County Board of 
Supervisors on Monday night 
heard an update on the Calfee 
Community and Cultural Cen-
ter (CCCC) being created at the 
former Calfee Training School in 
Pulaski.

The board heard from the cen-
ter’s Executive Director Jill Wil-
liams who was introduced by Dr. 
Mickey Hickman, President of 
the Center’s Board of Directors.

Williams said her presenta-
tion would focus on the ways the 
center’s vision aligns with the 
county’s comprehensive plan and 
the Economic Development Au-
thority’s workforce development 
strategies.

According to Williams, the 
Center obtained a Community 
Development Block Grant plan-
ning grant, and over last year 
hired an architect and engineer-
ing firm (Thompson and Litton 
Architects) to help create a pre-
liminary site plan and floor plan 
for the center.

They also, with generous sup-
port of the board and local donors 
contracted with consultants to 
help the CCCC board design its 
vision plans for the future of the 
center.

Museum
Williams said a museum con-

sultant had been hired to help the 
Center’s museum committee put 
together an interpretive plan for 
the museum, which expands into 
the local community – something 
she said will encourage regional 
tourists to come into the area.

“We think tourists come to the 
county for recreational opportu-
nities, but they need rain plans – 
something to do if it rains or the 
weather is bad – and we think the 
museum will provide that,” Wil-
liams said.

In a slide presentation accom-
panying Williams’ remarks, it 
was noted that:

• 30 percent of the Pulaski 
County population was enslaved 
in 1860 and during the Jim Crow 
era. Pulaski was the largest Af-
rican American social/business 
hub between Bristol and Roa-
noke at the time.

• A lawsuit by Calfee edu-
cators and families and led by 

Layout of the Calfee Community & Cultural Center planned in Pulaski.

Thurgood Marshall – who would 
later go on to serve on the U.S. 
Supreme Court – and other prom-
inent attorneys was one of six that 
the NAACP successfully fought 
that demonstrated that separate is 
never equal.

• In spite of underfunding, Cal-
fee students received a rigorous 
education that impressed even 
the likes of George Washington 
Carver.

• The majority of Pulaski Coun-
ty is unaware of the nationally 
significant history of its African 

American neighbors.
Learning Center
“I know you are aware that 

Pulaski County is a childcare 
desert,” Williams told the super-
visors. “This center is going to 
provide quality childcare options 
for families across the income 
spectrum. Head Start and Early 
Head Start, families who qualify 
with Virginia Preschool Initia-
tive, DSS subsidies and parents 
who can afford to pay full tuition.

“DSS staff in the county report 
that Pulaski County leaves hun-

dreds of thousands of dollars on 
the table each year because of the 
lack of licensed childcare slots,” 
Williams told the supervisors. 
“DSS turns away multiple par-
ents each week who need child-
care so that they can pursue jobs 
or education. With more licensed 
childcare slots in the county, that 
money would flow back into the 
local economy.

“Instead, a lack of licensed 
childcare slots means that those 
dollars that should be coming into 
our local economy go to other 

communities.
“In other words, not only will 

this project leverage millions 
of federal and state dollars for 
the renovation of the building, 
it will also continue to leverage 
hundreds of thousands of federal 
and state dollars each year in the 
form of childcare costs for care 
workers and parents who need 
these facilities in order to enter 
the workforce,” she continued.

The center – to be named the 
Lucy and Chauncey Harmon 
Learning Center – not only will 
offer expanded full-time child-
care slots but will also offer li-
censed part-time and drop-in 
emergency care for families who 
do not necessarily need the full-
time option.

“As far as I know there are no 
other licensed childcare centers 
in the New River Valley that of-
fer this,” said Williams. “Despite 
the fact we regularly hear from 
parents and employers that there 
is a need.”

Williams said the center’s 
childcare options will address 
the EDA’s Workforce Develop-
ment Plan strategy to expand 
childcare options, and the coun-
ty’s Comprehensive Plan’s eco-
nomic development objective to 
identify missing services that 
inhibit industry locations. There 
will be slots for 100 children.

Outdoor play spaces
The center will provide two 

outdoor play spaces that will 
help address the county’s Com-
prehensive Plan to expand recre-
ational opportunities.

See CALFEE, page A10

million, with an agreement to pay 
$250,000 annually to Panama.  
Along with that Treaty of 1903, 
was a very important agreement 
that gave the US the control of the 
Panama Canal forever.

 The Panama Canal was actual-
ly planned by President William 
McKinley, who was assinated in 
1901; but the construction began 
during Roosevelt’s presidency.  
Fortunately, he decided it was a 
worthy project and committed 
American resources to complete 
it. Roosevelt suggested using a set 
of three water locks that act like a 
massive elevator. 

When ships enter the locks, 
they are raised from sea level by 
water from Gatun Lake. Each 
lock raises the ships until they 
are 85 feet above sea level. They 
then travel across Gatun Lake and 
down again through three locks 
to the other side and back down to 
sea level.  The trip takes between 
8 – 10 hours to complete.  Around 
40 vessels pass through the canal 
each day, including tankers, cargo 
ships, yachts and cruise ships.  
There is a substantial charge, 
called a transit toll, depending on 
the size of the boat.  The toll for a 
boat under 50-feet is $800 and for 
boats 50-feet to 80-feet, the toll is 
$1,300.  Ships are taken through 
the canal by one or more pilots, 
who board each ship before it 
leaves the terminus. 

During construction, many 
new inventions were created that 
we still use today. Among those 
inventions were steam shovels, 
hydraulic rock crushers, cement 
mixers, dredges, drilling machin-
ery, pneumatic power drills and 
massive electric motors.

The Panama Canal was opened 
during Woodrow Wilson’s presi-
dency on August 15, 1914, with a 
cost of $375,000,000 which would 
be about $10 in today’s dollars.  It 
also cost 5,600 American lives 
during the construction of the 
canal.

Continued from Page A6

Nation
Prior to it’s completion, Presi-

dent William Taft addressed Con-
gress on December 6, 1912 stating, 
“Our defense of the Panama Canal, 
together with our enormous word 
trade and our missionay outposts 
on the frontiers of civilization, re-
quire us to recognize our position 
as one of the foremost in the family 
of nations, and to clothe ourselves 
with sufficient naval power to give 
force to our reasonable demands, 
and to give weight to our influence 
in those directions of progress that 
a powerful Christian nation should 
advocate.”

On March 31, 1976, while still 
Governor of California, Ronald 
Reagan confirmed the acquisition 
of the Panama Canal by stating, 
“Well, the Canal Zone is not a 
colonial possession.  It is not a 
long-term lease.  It is a sovereign 
United State Territory every bit 
as the same as Alaska and all the 
states that were carved from the 
Louisiana Purchase...We bought it, 
we paid for it, we built it, and we 
intend to keep it.”

However, as we have experi-
enced in the past few months, elec-
tions have consequences.  From 
its opening in 1914 until President 
Jimmy Carter revoked the Treaty 
of 1903 and gave away control 
of the Panama Canal in 1977, the 
canal had been controlled solely 
by the US who built it.  Control 
then passed to the Panama Canal 
Commission until noon on Decem-
ber 31, 1999, which answers to the 
government of Panama.

It was during President Bill 
Clinton’s administration when the 
US Military became concerned 
about what international influences 
would fill the vacuum once the 
United States transferred control.  
Admiral Thomas Moorer, com-
mander of the US Pacific and At-
lantic fleets and Chair of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff from 1970 to 1974, 
addressed this concern durning an 
interview in The New American, 
March 29, 1999:  “The Chinese are 

poised to effectively take control 
of the Panama Canal…the Panama 
Canal is very close to home and 
is one of our most vital com-
mercial and military assets…In 
1996, China was funneling huge 
amounts of cash to Panamanian 
politicians to ensure that one of 
its front companies, Hutchison 
Whampoa of Hong Kong, could 
move in when we vacate…in 1997, 
Panama secretly turned over the 
American-built port facility at 
Balboa, which controls shipping 
on the Pacific side, and at Cris-

tobal, which controls shipping on 
the Atlantic side, to Hutchison 
Whampoa.  We are scheduled to 
turn over Rodman Naval Station, 
Howard Air Force Base, and other 
important military facilities to 
Panama, which has given Hutchi-
son an option on these bases…”

In May 2017, the Chinese 
company, Landbridge Group, 
signed a $900 million dollar deal 
to control the Margarita Island 
Port, Panama’s largest port. This 
deal provide access to one of the 
most important goods distribution 

centers in the world.  Margarita 
Port is the Gatekeeper to the 
Panama Canal, one of the world’s 
most vital sea gates and a critical 
trade hub. 

It appears that China intends to 
establish a permanent presence in 
the Panama Canal.  We can only 
hope that US presidents, who gave 
up control of the canal, will not 
cause loss of American sover-
eignty because of their decisions.  
Elections truly have long-term 
consequences.



Page A10 - The Patriot - February 26, 2021

PET OF THE WEEKPET OF THE WEEK

Pulaski County Animal Control, 
80 Dublin Park Rd.

Dublin, VA 24084,  540-674-8359
Pet of the Week

Is Sponsored Each 
Week By

Todd Bruce, Mgr. 
Seagle Funeral 

Home

In order to protect both 
the citizens of Pulaski 
County and our person-
nel, we will be closed to 
the public until further 
notice. We will alter our 
adoption process during 
this time.  If you are in-
terested in an animal 
here at the shelter, please 
submit your application 
with you may access 
on our Face Book page:   
Pulaski County, VA An-
imal Control, Once your 
application is approved, 
you will be contacted 
and a time will be made 
available for you to do a 
meet and greet.

Monday-Friday 
10AM-4PM and 

10AM-12Noon on 
Saturday

Rona is a 3-year-old pit mix.  She is spayed 
and up to date on all of her vaccines. She 
loves people and is pretty calm overall. She 
is dog/cat aggressive and absolutely must 
be the only pet in the home.

ing able to work together and 
get things done. I think that 
will mean a lot for us in Pulaski 
County because he knows first-
hand the shenanigans the Gener-
al Assembly does with budgets 
where they come out and wave 
the flag and say, ‘we’re giving 
teachers a 2 percent pay raise.’ 
No, you’re not. You’re giving 
them a 1 percent pay raise and 
telling the localities to match it.

“He’s been through all that 
and, he may not be able to stop 
it, but he’s going to call attention 
to it. And that is what we need,” 
McCready stated.

“That is a big issue for our 
voters. You have your big issues 
like 2A, but really your proper-
ty taxes are driven by how much 
Richmond is NOT funding our 
schools. 

“He’s already done a lot of 
work in that area and needs to be 
complemented and recognized 
for that,” McCready continued.

Hackworth has been on board 
for 5 years and is in his second 
term. He was previously on the 
Town of Richlands Industri-
al Development Authority, the 
Cumberland Plateau Board, and 
the Tazewell County Planning 
Commission for seven years be-
fore joining the board of super-

visors. 
“I’ve been in local govern-

ment for 12 years and have seen 
the budgets, crises,” Hackworth 
said. 

“Even with your Constitution-
al officers, you’re only ‘comped’ 
so many positions and so the 
localities have to pick up any 
additional costs. The sheriff’s 
department especially. Bland 
County for example, is one-
third Jefferson National Forest. 
So, they only get comped nine 
deputy positions, but they have 
to have 20 for what they need to 
service their constituents. That’s 
why when you go through Bland 
County on the interstate you 
have to put your cruise control on 
about 5 mph over or you’re going 
to get a ticket. They run radar to 
supplement those deputies’ pay. 
They don’t want to do that, but 
it’s a necessity.

“The inequalities that the Gen-
eral Assembly has done – I know 
what they do, they don’t want to 
raise taxes on their end, so they 
just enact these mandates on 
localities, and they’re forced to 
have to do something.

Hackworth sees local econom-
ic development as another major 
issue.

“Driving through Pulaski 

this morning I saw all the empty 
buildings and it resonated with 
me because Richlands is the same 
way. I’d love if we could get a re-
vitalization program to incentiv-
ize some of your local businesses 
to invest back into vacant build-
ings or school buildings. We’ve 
got vacant school buildings that 
are just deteriorating.

“Being on the board of su-
pervisors that really gives me 
an education so when I’m in the 
General Assembly I’ll be able to 
help some of our local boards of 
supervisors and town councils 
because I’ve been there.

“Being a local leader, it’s really 
helped me to know the needs of 
our local communities,” Hack-
worth stated.

He said Buchwald is far to the 
left on the issues in the campaign.

“The best advertising we could 
get for our campaign was when 

Gov. Northam endorsed her,” he 
said. “That was wonderful.”

“There’s a lot of issues in this 
race, but I believe the biggest is 
the partisan divide that we have. 
We [Republicans] are three votes 
down in the State Senate right 
now, with Ben’s seat being va-
cant. If I get in it will cut it to two. 

“I asked the other day, how 
many times does that one vote – 
that one empty seat – matter, and 
they [Senate Republicans] said 
several times this year. They said 
they’ve got some moderate Dem-
ocrats that will still stand up and 
say, ‘you know, that’s too far.’ 

“Lt. Gov. Justin Fairfax has had 
to vote several times this year [to 
break tie votes]. So, this one seat 
is the biggest issue I see right now. 
We have a void – a vacuum – that 
the governor has refused to act on 
in a timely matter, even though 
precedence has shown he’s filled 

seats within 30 days when it was 
a Democratic seat.  He’s refused 
to do this all through this ses-
sion, and I think that’s why he’s 
called for a special session the 
next week because he knew this 
election was coming on the 23rd 
and so the only thing I’ll get to 
participate in if I win will be the 
veto session. 

“So, I think that’s the most im-
portant issue in this election. Get 
another conservative up there 
and get some moderates to go 
across the aisle. 

“That umbrellas overtop all 
these other issues,” he said.

The 38th State Senate District 
includes the counties of Bland, 
Buchanan, Dickenson, Russell, 
Tazewell and Pulaski; the cities 
of Norton and Radford and por-
tions of Montgomery, Smyth and 
Wise counties.

Continued from Page A3

Hackworth

The play spaces will be avail-
able to the public outside the cen-
ter’s hours in the evenings and on 
weekends.

Williams said the play spaces 
will be a “different” type of space 
designed specifically for children 
constructed using natural and re-
cycled materials, including gar-
dens and water features, encour-
aging a love of the outdoors.

Community Kitchen
The Lena Huckstep Communi-

ty Kitchen will be a commercial 
grade facility used by food dis-
tribution providers such as Dai-
ly Bread and Beans and Rice’s 
Mobile Food Market which will 
deliver fresh, locally sourced, 
affordable produce around the 
county; local caterers and other 
food-based entrepreneurs.

One of the main components of 
the kitchen plans, Williams said, 
will be to support local entrepre-
neurs interested in starting their 
own businesses and connecting 
them to local produce.

It was noted that, in 2018, 
54.6 percent of Pulaski County 
children qualified for free or re-
duced-price lunch – pointing to 
the need for food assistance in 
many county families.

The kitchen is named af-
ter Huckstep, Calfee Training 
School’s beloved cook remem-

Continued from Page A9

Calfee bered fondly for her beans, corn-
bread and love of children.

Digital Learning Lab
The Dorothy DeBerry Venable 

Digital Learning Lab is named 
after Mrs. DeBerry Venable who 
was a 2nd grade teacher at Calfee 
Training School. She successfully 
advocated for her students to have 
the same access to technology as 
the white students of the county.

The lab will allow local youth 
and adults to access and learn to 
use high quality technology.

“We’re working with New Riv-
er Community College, the New 
River Mount Rogers Workforce 
Development Board and local 
workforce professional trainers 
to design a business plan that will 
support workforce development 
through offering credentials, IT 
support and other related fields,” 
Williams said.

This, she said, addresses the 
Comprehensive Plan’s objectives 
to promote workforce training.

She added that during the Cal-
fee visioning process they heard 
a great deal about the need for 
digital literacy classes for seniors 
who want to learn to do things 
such as online banking and social 
media.

The lab, Williams noted, will 
have a community-accessible 
computer lab with 13 computer 
stations.

Meeting Spaces
Williams noted that while there 

are a lot of meeting spaces in the 
county, in the area of Calfee there 
are not many that are well-ac-
quainted with commercial kitch-
en facilities, high quality technol-
ogy and space for children.

“The future CCCC will pro-
vide such spaces for community 
organizations, social event plan-
ners, arts organizations and oth-
ers with additional rental spac-
es that range from the center’s 
Broadneaux-Baker Hall (1,542 
square feet) to a medium sized 

board room with a kitchenette to 
a small rental office and gallery,” 
Williams said.

Timeline
“We have an ambitious timeline 

here,” Williams said. “Our hope is 
that if all goes as planned, we will 
open to the public in early 2023.

The timeline includes a capi-
tal campaign (Spring and Sum-
mer 2021), design (Fall 2021), 
contractor procurement (Spring 
2022), Construction (Spring 2022 
– Early 2023), and opening as the 
Calfee Community and Cultural 
Center by Spring 2023.

Project Expenses and Reve-
nues

Thompson and Litton estimates 
the cost of completing the center 
at $3.5 million, including $2.5 
million for construction and ren-
ovation of the old Calfee School 
property, and an additional $1 
million to cover the expense of 
equipment for the kitchen, com-
puter lab and for startup costs, 

furniture, fixtures and equip-
ment.

To pay for it, Williams said the 
Center is submitting in April a 
Community Development Block 
Grant proposal for $1.5 million. 
They have already submitted 
grant proposals to the Appala-
chian Regional Commission and 
National Park Service.

“We anticipate the balance 
of the project will be covered 
through historic tax credits and 
private donors,” she said.

During Monday night’s meet-
ing, the supervisors approved a 
Memorandum of Understand-
ing between the county and the 
Center. The MOU calls for the 
county for a period of two years 
to administer planning grant 
funds received by the Center in 
exchange for the services the 
Center will provide to county 
citizens.

have kids return to the classroom 
so they can gather to watch remote 
teachers on computer screens.

Somehow private schools have 
largely managed to stay open, in 
part, because if they don’t, no one 
gets paid.

In contrast, public school 
teachers are in a position to make 
demands even to consider coming 
back and doing their jobs.

After intense lobbying by the 
unions, most states have put 
teachers near the front of the line 
for vaccines (even though Biden’s 
CDC director has said teacher 
vaccination isn’t necessary for 
reopening).

As David Zweig points out 
in a piece at Wired, many union 
officials still insist that even vac-
cination won’t guarantee a return 

to the classroom. This would be 
like surgeons demanding to be 
vaccinated, then not showing up 
for operations anyway.

The Biden team contends that 
more spending is necessary for 
reopening. Biden is proposing 
another $130 billion in education 
funding in his COVID-19 bill, 
but as Dan Lips of the Foundation 
for Research on Equal Opportu-

nity notes, states still have tens of 
billions in unspent funds from last 
year’s relief packages.

No, this is a question of political 
will. Biden’s goal should be to 
exert every ounce of influence 
that he has to get kids back in the 
classroom -- for their own good 
and that of the country’s parents.

Rich Lowry is editor of the 
National Review.

Continued from Page A6

Lowery
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Cougars roll over Cave Spring, 42-0
Dalton 
throws for 
two TDs, 
runs for two 
more in first 
win for Dixon

Brian Bishop/PC Patriot
Pulaski County Quarterback Drew Dalton rolls to his right looking for a receiver downfield. Dalton was 6 of 9 passing for 150 yards 
and two touchdowns through the air. He also scored on two one-yard plunges.

Brian Bishop/PC Patriot
Monday night’s win was the first at PCHS for new head coach 
Mark Dixon.

By MIKE WILLIAMS
The Patriot

The Mark Dixon era at Pulaski 
County got off to a roaring start 
Monday night as the Cougars 
routed Cave Spring, 42-0 in a 
chilly season opener in Roanoke.

Pulaski County’s defense dom-
inated most of the game, holding 
the Knights to only 96 yards of-
fense on the game – 73 on the 
ground and only 23 through the 
air.

The defense scored a touch-
down early in the fourth quarter, 
nearly scored a second and re-
covered a fumble late in the game 
to set up the Cougars’ final score.

The two teams battled nearly 
even in the first half, with the 
only score coming with 5:23 to 
go when senior Pulaski Coun-
ty quarterback Drew Dalton hit 
Will Bishop on a bootleg for a 13-
yard score. Senior Broc Simpson 
hit what would be the first of six 
extra points to give the Cougars a 
7-0 lead at the half.

While the first half was a back-
and-forth affair, the second half 
was all Pulaski County as the 
Cougars’ size up front on both 
sides of the ball began to take 
control of the game.

The Cougars received the sec-
ond half kickoff and used six 
plays to score.

The drive was highlighted by 
a 19-yard Dalton to Ethan Galli-
more pass to start the drive. 

The big play of the drive, how-
ever, came when Dalton found a 
wide open Chase Dotson on the 
left side for a 49-yard touchdown 
with 8:58 to go in the third quar-
ter. Simpson’s PAT was good for 
a 14-0 lead and the rout was on.

Cave couldn’t respond and 
went three-and-out. Pulaski 
County’s defense in the series 
was highlighted by a sack of 
Knights QB Chase Spellor by 
linebacker Chayton Rollins and 
lineman Diego Turner, and a re-
lentless pass rush on second and 
third downs by the Cougars’ de-
fensive line.

After the punt, Pulaski Coun-
ty used the rushing of tailback 
Keyonte Kennedy (two carries of 
four yards each) and Dalton to set 
the Cougars up on a second and 
six from Cave Spring’s 43.

On the next play, Dalton faked 
to Kennedy and hit a streaking 
Jacob Johnson for a 42-yard pass 
to put Pulaski County inside the 
Cave Spring one.

Dalton took it in from there 
with Simpson adding the extra 
point, and with 5:10 to go in the 
third, the Cougars were up 21-0. 

The Cougars’ “D” kept the 
pressure on in the Knights’ next 

series, with Cooper Dunnigan 
getting a sack of Knights QB 
Skylor Griffiths for a loss of two 
yards. Griffiths tried to run on 
second down for no gain. On third 
down, Griffiths rolled to his right 
with Cougar defenders in hot pur-
suit and threw incomplete.

Later, Speller returned to the 
game for the Knights, but couldn’t 
get anything going. However, on 
fourth down they got a break 
when Pulaski County was called 

for roughing the punter, giving 
Cave Spring new life.

But on first down, Speller went 
back to pass only to be picked off 
by Dotson who returned the ball 
22 yards before being brought 
down inside the Cave one yard 
line.

On first down, Quemar Porter 
was stopped for little gain. But on 
the next play, Dalton drove into 
the endzone for the score with a 
minute to go in the third. Simpson 
added the PAT and Pulaski Coun-

See COUGARS, page B2

Brian Bishop/PC Patriot
Chase Dotson (11) had much to celebrate Monday night, as the 
senior grabbed an interception on defense, and scored on a 49-
yard pass play on offense.

No. 16 Hokies falll 
hard to Ga. Tech

BLACKSBURG, Va. (AP) — 
Moses Wright scored 17 of his 26 
points in the second half, helping 
Georgia Tech pull away from No. 
16 Virginia Tech for a 69-53 vic-
tory Tuesday night.

Wright also grabbed 10 re-
bounds in the Yellow Jackets’ 
third straight win. They also 
posted back-to-back ACC road 
wins for the first time since 2008.

“We were trying to make a 
statement out here that we be-
long at the top,” Wright said. “So 
we’ve got to get these games.”

Jose Alvarado had 13 points 
for Georgia Tech (12-8, 8-6), and 
Michael Devoe finished with 12. 
Alvarado also had five steals.

Keve Aluma had 12 points 
and 14 rebounds for Virginia 
Tech (14-5, 8-4). The Hokies’ 53 
points were a season low.

The Yellow Jackets grabbed 
control with a 12-0 run in the 
second half. Wright scored seven 
points during the decisive stretch 
on three dunks and a free throw. 

Virginia Tech cut a 14-point 
deficit to six with 7:20 remain-
ing, but Georgia Tech held on 
— bucking a season-long trend 
of letting second-half leads slip 
away.

“Yes, I’ve seen that before, 
and fortunately, these last few 
games, we’ve learned how to 
win,” coach Josh Pastner said. 
“We got stops and we executed at 
the other end.”

See HOKIES, page B2
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PCHS Player Of The Week

Quarterback
Drew Dalton

Senior QB Drew Dalton 
completed six of nine 

passes Monday night at 
Cave Spring. He passed for 

two TDs and ran for two 
more in the Cougars' win.

Congratulations
Drew!

Visit Northwest Ace At:
4697 Cleburne Boulevard, Dublin 674-5100

www.northwesthardware.com

ty led, 28-0.
After the two teams traded 

possessions, Pulaski County’s 
defense shined again.

On second down from the Cave 
32-yard line, Speller launched a 
pass that was picked off by Por-
ter who took it in for the Pick-6. 
Simpson’s PAT was good for a 
35-0 lead with 4:05 to go.

With the Cougars holding a 
35-point advantage, the game 
went to a “running clock,” with 
the clock only stopping after a 
score or an injury.

Running clock or not, there 
was still time for the Cougars’ 
defense to shine one more time.

Pulaski County’s Tyler Under-
wood recovered a Cave Spring 
fumble on first down to hand the 
ball right back to the Cougars.

Running back Trevor Burton 
and backup quarterback Cam 
Cooper took over on offense, 
with Burton running off the left 
side for a five-yard TD carry. 
Simpson was good again on the 
PAT and Pulaski County was up 
by the final, 42-0 with 5:04 to 
play.

For the game, Pulaski County 
rolled up 233 yards of offense (83 
runshing and 150 passing). 

Kennedy led all rushers with 
69 yards on 19 carries, while 
Burton had 16 on 4 carries, Por-
ter, 6 on 5 carries and Cooper, 1.

Dalton was six of nine pass-
ing with no interceptions for 150 
yards.

Gallimore lead all receivers 
with 3 catches for 36 yards, fol-
lowed by Bishop, 1-13, Dotson, 
1-49 and Johnson, 1-42.

The Cougars had two intercep-
tions and a fumble recovery.

Pulaski County tallied 11 first 
downs and 109 yards on returns 
and were flagged 5 times for 45 
yards.

Simpson punted once for 35 
yards.

Cave Spring put together 8 
first downs, 73 yards rushing and 
only 23 through the air.

Cave Spring’s two quarter-
backs were a combined 5 of 17 
with 2 intercepted. 

Another killer stat for the 
Knights was their punting with 
five punts going for only an 18.1 
average.

Pulaski County returns to ac-
tion Saturday afternoon at 3 p.m. 
at home in Kenneth J. Dobson 
Stadium when they take on the 
Titans of Hidden Valley.

Continued from Page B1

Cougars

Brian Bishop/PC Patriot
Pulaski County tailback Keyonte Kennedy takes the handoff from QB Drew Dalton and eyes a big hole up front- set up by the Cou-
gars’ much larger offensive line of Cole Albert, Clay Phillips, Cooper Dunnigan, Zeke Surber and Demarcus Hayden. Kennedy ran 
for 69 yards on 19 carries.

Brian Bishop/PC Patriot
Cougar return man John Lyman steps through a tackle try by a Cave Spring defender. 

Brian Bishop/PC Patriot
The Cougar colors flew proudly all 
night in Roanoke.

Georgia Tech shot 62% (16 of 
26) from the field in the second 
half. The game was tied at 24 at 
the break.

Nahiem Alleyne had 12 points 
for the Hokies.

“The bottom line is we got beat 
by a better team tonight,” Virgin-
ia Tech coach Mike Young said. 
“I thought for the first time in 
recent memory we lost our edge 
a little bit. I thought we got hit 
in the stomach and we stepped 
away from it. That’s unlike our 
team ... But I take nothing away 
from Georgia Tech. They’ve got 
a good basketball team.”

BIG PICTURE
Georgia Tech: The veteran 

Yellow Jackets are pushing for a 
spot in the NCAA Tournament. 
It was the Yellow Jackets’ fourth 
win over a ranked team this sea-
son. With plenty of experience 
and talented guard play, they are 
a team to watch in the final two 
weeks of the regular season.

“They know the deal,” Pastner 
said. “We weren’t hiding any-
thing that this was an important 
game. I’ve never coached in a 
game that hasn’t been big in my 
mind, but we understood the val-
ue of this coming down to crunch 

Continued from Page B1

Hokies
time here. ... We needed that extra 
game to go on our resumé, so our 
guys knew that. It was a huge win 
for us.”

Virginia Tech: The Hokies 
played for the first time since Feb. 
6 after their season was paused 
because of COVID-19 protocols. 
They looked a little rusty, strug-
gling against Georgia Tech’s 1-3-
1 zone, missing open shots and 
turning the ball over 16 times. 
The Hokies are still in a good spot 
for an NCAA Tournament berth, 
but will need to play better down 
the stretch. 

UP NEXT
Georgia Tech: Host Syracuse 

on Saturday. Virginia Tech: Host 
Wake Forest on Saturday.

Hokiesports.com
Virginia Tech’s Hunter Catoor goes up in traffic to score for the 
Hokies.
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Pulaski County High School
SENIOR 

SUPERLATIVES

Sponsored Each Week By
Barbour & Simpkins, LLP

500 Newbern Road, Dublin, Va.
540-674-8556

Wide Receiver and 
Safety

Chase Dotson

No. 11 Chase Dotson had a 
big game Monday night in 

the Cougars' season 
opening win at Cave 

Spring. The 6 ft. 190 lb. 
senior had a 49-yard TD 
reception and also added 

an interception in the win.

Congratulations 
Chase!

'The Right Way, 'The Right Way, 
Right Away!'Right Away!'

Water Heaters • Dish Washers
Faucets • Toilets • Drain Cleaning

Repair & Replace Water & Sewer Lines 
Reasonable Prices • No Job Too Small

Pulaski Drain Service 
and Plumbing Repairs

Call 540-998-1223
Experienced, Licensed & Insured

Lady Cougars lose hard-fought finale
By MIKE WILLIAMS
The Patriot

It was Pulaski County’s sec-
ond trip to the state champion-
ship in girls basketball in the 
last three seasons. And while the 
Lady Cougars got much closer to 
hoisting the trophy this time, it 
just wasn’t to be.

Head Coach Scott Ratcliffe’s 
charges played their hearts out, 
but fell Saturday evening to the 
Louisa County Lions, 59-51 in 
the Cougar Den. It was Pulaski 
County’s first loss of the season 
with 11 wins.

The Region D Champion Lady 
Cougars let the 15-0 Lions know 
right off the bat that they were in 
for a fight, throwing a scrappy 
defensive effort at the Lions and 
their two Division I prospects – 
Olivia McGhee and Sylvie Jack-
son.

The 11-0 Lady Cougars 
weren’t slouching on offense 
either, successfully maneuver-
ing around the Lions’ press and 
taking a 13-4 lead with about 3 
minutes to go in the first quarter.

The Cougars’ Taryn Blan-
kenship, Jaden Lawson and 
Ally Fleenor did the damage 
early with Blankenship scoring 
4 points, Fleenor adding 6 and 
Lawson hitting on a three-point-
er from outside.

Lawson would hit her second 
three while Fleenor and Blan-
kenship added buckets to close 
the opening stanza with the Cou-
gars up 20-13.

McGhee, Alexis Chapman 
and Jackson made the score a 
bit more respectful for Louisa 
by the end of the first, however, 
with each hitting three-pointers 
before the quarter ended.

As the second quarter started, 
the Lady Cougars went cold on 
offense. Fleenor finally broke the 
ice with 3:37 to go in the half hit-
ting one of two from the line.

Meanwhile, Jackson started 
carrying the load for the Lions, 
hitting three-of-four from the 

Brian Bishop/PC Patriot
Pulaski County’s No. 0 launches a jumper from outside over Louisa County’s No. 0, Olivia McGhee during last Saturday’s Class 4 
State Championship game in the Cougar Den. Fleenor won the battle of the No. 0’s with 20 points to McGhee’s 16.

Brian Bishop/PC Patriot
It was tough going on the floor all evening long between Pulaski County and Louisa County. Here 
Taryn Blankenship is surrounded by Lions defenders.

line and adding a three-pointer 
to bring Louisa close at 21-19.

The Cougars would lose the 
lead when Lydia Wilson hit a 
three to give Louisa County a 
22-21 advantage.

Keslyn Secrist would tie it up 
for the Lady Cougars, hitting one 
of two from the charity stripe.

But Jackson would answer, 
hitting two from the line fol-
lowed by a bucket by Wilson and 
Louisa led 26-22 – a lead the Li-
ons would not relinquish.

Fleenor and McGhee traded 
baskets before Secrist scored on 
a layup to pull the Lady Cougars 
to within 2. But McGhee would 
close out the first half scoring 
with a bucket to give the Lions a 
30-26 advantage at the break.

In the second half, the Lady 
Cougars’ shooting woes contin-
ued as they missed their first four 
shots before Secrist dropped a 
three with 5:00 to go in the third.

The Lions, however, had their 
own issues with scoring in the 
face of the Pulaski County “D.”  

Chapman opened the third with 
a bucket, but the Lions would 
miss their next four shots with 
the fourth being blocked.

McGhee broke the offensive 
drought with a bucket to give 
Louisa a 34-29 lead.

The third quarter ended af-
ter threes by Pulaski County’s 
Paige Huff and Louisa’s Wilson 
to make the score 37-32 heading 
into the fourth quarter.

The Lady Cougars stayed right 
after the Lions behind the shoot-
ing of Fleenor who hit two from 
the line followed by a trey and 
then a two-pointer to make the 
score, 43-39 Louisa with 5:25 to 
go.

Jackson hit a running jump-
er for the Lions, but it was an-
swered by a hook shot by Fleenor 
to keep it close at 45-41.

McGhee – who had been frus-
trated all game by a Pulaski 
County defense that collapsed 
on her whenever she touched the 

See FINALE, page B4



Page B4 - The Patriot - February 26, 2021

Thank you to all our First Responders
and Front Line Workers.

Call
540-980-2101

NRVNRV  
Septic Tank ServiceSeptic Tank Service

T.A. Produce
Route 11, Dublin

Call
674-4233

Open 9-6
Closed Sunday

Spring Is Near And
Onion Sets Are Here!

Vine Ripe Tomatoes, Great Selection Of Apples, Naval Oranges, 
Strawberries, Sweet NY Cabbage, Amish Cheeses, Nuts, 

Dried Beans, 10 Lb. Bags of Pintos, Variety of Canned Goods.
Now Selling Neese’s Sausage!

We Appreciate Our Customers!

ball – got free and hit a layup for 
a six-point Lions lead.

That would be followed mo-
ments later by a Janie Smith 
bucket to put Louisa up, 49-41.

Huff came to the rescue, how-
ever, hitting a three-pointer with 
1:55 to go and PCHS was down 
by five at 49-44.

Ratcliffe had his Lady Cougars 
foul Louisa in an attempt to come 
from behind, but the strategy 
didn’t work. After Pulaski Coun-
ty’s third straight foul, Louisa 
was in the bonus and eventually 
reached the double-bonus, hitting 
10 of 14 from the line down the 

stretch, with Jackson doing most 
of the damage.

But there was no quit in the 
Lady Cougars as Blankenship hit 
a three, Huff hit a two and Secrist 
added two free throws to close 
out the scoring for the final, 59-
51.

Fleenor led the way for Pulaski 
County with 20 points, followed 
by Blankenship’s 9, Huff and 
Secrist with 8 each and Lawson 
with 6.

For Louisa, Jackson had 20 
with McGhee adding 16 and 
Wilson chipping in 14. Chapman 
scored 7 with Smith adding 2.

Brian Bishop/PC Patriot
Heck of a season for first-year head coach Scott Ratcliffe, going 
11-1 on the season. The long-time successful AAU coach is no 
stranger to the pressure of title games.

Continued from Page B3

Finale

Brian Bishop/PC Patriot

Class 4 State Runners-up and Region D Champion Pulaski County Lady Cougars

Monday and Tuesday’s 
High School Football Scores

Monday’s Scores

By The Associated Press

Carroll County 20, Floyd County 14
Central - Wise 14, Ridgeview 7
Chilhowie 9, J.I. Burton 0
Colonial Forge 42, Brooke Point 14
Deep Creek 14, Grassfield 6
Douglas Freeman 48, Mills Godwin 
0
Eastern Montgomery 21, Covington 
14
Fairfax 18, Oakton 8
Glen Allen 25, J.R. Tucker 7
Grayson County 24, Holston 20
Great Bridge 3, Western Branch 0
Hermitage 9, Varina 0
Hurley 36, Rye Cove 28
James Madison 37, Falls Church 0
James Robinson 34, Alexandria 
High SchoolT.C. Williams 15
John Battle 16, Gate City 6
Massaponax 62, Stafford 27
Monticello 17, Western Albemarle 10
Pulaski County 42, Cave Spring 0
Riverbend 18, Mountain View 13
Rural Retreat 12, Fort Chiswell 6
Union 28, Lee High 0
West Potomac 35, John R. Lewis 7
West Springfield 40, Justice High 
School 0

POSTPONEMENTS AND 
CANCELLATIONS

Glenvar vs. James River-Buchanan, 
ccd.
Middlesex vs. West Point, ccd.
Tunstall vs. GW-Danville, ccd.

Tuesday’s Scores

Annandale 28, W.T. Woodson 6
Brentsville 21, George Mason 12
Broad Run 41, Loudoun County 14
Broadway 35, East Rockingham 20
Castlewood 38, Honaker 0
Centreville 32, South Lakes 26
Chantilly 25, Edison 0
Courtland 31, Spotsylvania 13
Eastern View 20, Caroline 12
Fauquier 20, Culpeper 0
Forest Park 49, Woodbridge 6
Gar-Field 35, C.D. Hylton 6
Grundy 18, Northwood 13
Halifax Academy, N.C. 50, South-

ampton Academy 24
Heritage (Leesburg) 35, Dominion 0
King George 19, Chancellor 14
Lightridge 3, TJ-Alexandria 0
Louisa 49, Charlottesville 0
Narrows 59, Bath County 0
Oscar Smith 64, Hickory 0
Patrick Henry-Roanoke 14, Hidden 
Valley 6
Potomac 36, Colgan 0
Salem 50, Blacksburg 0
Tuscarora 28, Loudoun Valley 0
Wakefield 12, Washington-Lee 7
William Monroe 24, Manassas Park 
14
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YMCA photo
YMCA nurse, Wendy King

Heart Month spotlight on 
YMCA nurse, Wendy King

When much of the world 
stopped last March due to 
COVID-19, Wendy King got 
started.  Wendy, a registered 
nurse working at the YMCA, 
knew exactly how much of a 
negative impact social distanc-
ing and being quarantined would 
have on the emotional and phys-
ical well-being of many of the 
elderly patients that she works 
with.  With the Y closed for 3 
months, she knew she had to act 
and many in the community are 
thankful that she did.  Wendy 
began making consistent phone 
calls and writing personalized 
letters to her patients in an at-
tempt to make sure they contin-
ued to have social connections.  
Whether answering health-relat-
ed questions, helping them co-
ordinate doctor visits, or just lis-
tening to a population with much 
concern about a growing pan-
demic; Wendy was always will-
ing to lend her knowledge and an 
empathetic ear to those in need.  
Although Wendy’s actions were 
simple by definition, the differ-
ence that those actions made in 
the lives of so many were enor-
mous.  For the attention Wendy 
gave to so many it’s only fair to 
give her some. 

 Wendy is a Registered Nurse 
that oversees the Cardiac Main-
tenance Program at the YMCA of 
Pulaski County.   She worked as 
a nursing assistant at a long-term 
facility while attending college. 
Her college major at that time 
was in Special Education/Ear-
ly Childhood Education. For as 
long as she could remember, she 
wanted to be a teacher. “I nev-
er thought about being a nurse. 
While working as a nursing as-
sistant, I discovered that I loved 
what I was doing and was good 
at it. My coworkers, including the 
nurses and my Mom, suggested 
that I pursue a career in nursing. I 
graduated in 1990 and became an 
LPN (Licensed Practical Nurse).”  
Her first nursing job was working 
at Urgent Care in Rhode Island. 
A year later, she moved to Den-
ver, Colorado.  After living in 
Colorado for a couple of years, 
she returned to college. She ob-

tained her Associate’s of Science 
in Nursing in December 1996. 
In January of 1997, she took and 
passed her nursing boards which 
gave her the title of RN (Regis-
tered Nurse). Her education didn’t 
stop there. She returned to school 
under the encouragement of her 
family to earn a Bachelorette of 
Nursing Science. She graduat-
ed in December, 1999. She has 
worked in many different areas of 
nursing in 30 years, including or-
thopedics, telemetry, surgery, car-
diac critical care, and oncology.

Currently, Wendy is utilizing 
the wealth of knowledge and ex-
perience she has accumulated 
over her nursing career to help 
members of the YMCA obtain 
and maintain good heart health.  
The Cardiac Maintenance Pro-
gram is geared toward both 
people with heart-related issues 
(heart attacks, cardiac surgery, ir-
regular heartbeat, and high blood 
pressure) as well as individuals 
that want to proactively prevent 
heart-related issues and maintain 
heart health.  Anyone and every-
one that wants to participate in 
the program can have their blood 
pressure, pulse, oxygen saturation 
levels checked before and/or after 
exercising.  Wendy also provides 
face-to-face health consultation.  
Wendy is passionate about in-
creasing awareness of cardiac-re-
lated conditions and welcomed 
the idea of an interview…. 

What you need to know about 
Heart Health: Interview with 

Wendy King

What are some risk factors 
that contribute to cardiovascu-
lar problems? 

 “A person’s risk increases 
as they age, especially after the 
age of 65. Men have been found 
to have a higher incidence of 
heart-related issues than women. 
Smoking, high cholesterol, obe-
sity and a sedentary lifestyle can 
also put you at higher risk of car-
diovascular disease. High levels 
of stress and excessive consump-
tion of alcohol are other risk fac-
tors that people often overlook.” 

What are some warning signs 
that may indicate heart-related 
issues? 

 “Chest pain is an indication of 
heart health issues. People with 
chest pain are advised to seek 
emergency medical care by di-
aling 911 or going to the nearest 
ER. Unexplained dizziness while 
sitting down or walking can be 
an early symptom of heart dis-
ease. Arm pain, especially on the 
left side, and pain in the neck or 
jaw can be a sign of heart issues. 
Unexplained fatigue, excessive 
sweating, swollen legs, and feet 
may also be warning signs.”

 
What are some benefits of 

having and maintaining a 
healthy cardiovascular system? 

 “Benefits of having a healthy 
cardiovascular health are lower 
blood pressure, improved blood 
flow, lower cholesterol as well as 
a decreased risk of heart disease, 
diabetes, and stroke.”

 
Over your career, what have 

you observed to be interventions 
that have been most helpful with 
improving heart health?  

 “First and foremost the best 
thing you can do for your patients, 
in my opinion, is to listen to them. 
Sometimes they need someone to 
talk to about their health issues, 
fears, and concerns.”

 
In your experience as a nurse, 

what do you think prevents peo-
ple from engaging in healthy 
habits for heart care? 

 “I think the biggest obstacle 
people face with trying to live a 
healthy lifestyle is time and mon-
ey. Most people have busy lives 
and have trouble finding time 
to engage in physical activities. 
Eating healthy foods can require 
more preparation compared to 
driving to a fast-food restaurant, 
making it more inconvenient. 
Healthy meals usually cost more 
than eating unhealthy foods.”

 
Do you have any other easy 

advice for people who are try-
ing to maintain heart health? 

 
“I recommend people start out 

small. People usually think they 
have to do at least 30 minutes of 
exercising to start. This is not 
true. They can start out doing 5 
minutes on an exercise bike or 
walking/jogging and increase 
their minutes in increments of 
5 minutes each week until they 
meet their personal goal. The 
same thing applies to their diet. 

“People are more successful if 
they take small steps with starting 
an exercise program or changing 
their diets. I encourage people to 
try and increase their water intake 
while decreasing their consump-
tion of alcohol, coffee, or soda.”

Ronnie Powers a long time 
member and supporter of the 
YMCA, had this to say about 
Wendy King and the service she 
provides:

“Wendy provides comfort and 
assurance to us every day at Y.  
She is dependable, knowledge-
able, professional, and dedicated.  
She genuinely seems to enjoy 
helping us with any of our med-
ical needs and/or health-related 
questions.  We are lucky to have 
such a kind and supportive nurse 
at our YMCA”. 

You can visit Wendy at the 
YMCA Monday - Thursday from 
8:00 am - 12:00 pm. 

Limit potential for damage
Dear Dave,
My husband started working 

at a new company about a year 
ago. As part of his sign on, they 
gave him $5,000 in company 
stock. The stock has nearly 
doubled in value since then, and 
we were wondering if we should 
buy more, considering how well 
it has done.

Cathi
Dear Cathi,
I totally get why you two 

might be excited over a stock 
that doubled in value over the 
course of a year. But what you’re 
talking about doing right now 
is a very risky proposition. The 
truth is any stock that doubles 
in value over the course of just 
one year is highly volatile. It’s 
unusual for stocks to do things 
like that, and it also means it 
could go down just as fast—or 
even faster.

I don’t know where you and 
your husband are in your overall 
financial situation, but I recom-
mend people become debt-free 
except for their homes, and have 
an emergency fund of three to 
six months of expenses saved up 
before investing. Once you reach 
that point, I strongly advise to 
begin putting 15 percent of your 
income toward retirement before 
you start any outside investing.

Don’t get me wrong, I don’t 
mind a little selective and ed-
ucated dabbing here and there 
once the basics are taken care of 
first. However, I’d never rec-
ommend putting more than 10 
percent of your nest egg into a 
single stock. The reason? If the 
single stock tanks and you lose it 
all, then your loss is only a blip 
on your financial radar.

Of course, it would be fan-
tastic if this single stock went 
through the roof and you two 
made a ton of money. Just make 
sure you limit the potential for 
damage in this kind of scenario 
by limiting your exposure.

author, personal finance expert, 
and host of The Ramsey Show, 
heard by more than 16 million 
listeners each week. He has 
appeared on Good Morning 
America, CBS This Morning, 
Today Show, Fox News, CNN, 
Fox Business, and many more. 
Since 1992, Dave has helped 
people regain control of their 
money, build wealth and en-
hance their lives. He also serves 
as CEO for Ramsey Solutions.

—Dave
* Dave Ramsey is a sev-

en-time #1 national best-selling 
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STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS

www.pcpatriot.comClassifieds
List Your Real Estate For Sale With Me

• 51 Years of Experience. 
• Principle Broker at McCraw Real Estate 

in Radford. 
• Top Producer. 

• Knows Real Estate Values. 
• State Licensed Auctioneer for 37 Years.  

 • Thousand of Homes Sold. 
I can sell your Home, Farm or 

Land for you! 
REALTOR and Member of New River Val-
ley Multiple Listing Service. I offer the Best 
Real Estate Service you can find.  Call me! 
Terry McCraw today at (540) 320-5200.

If you are ready to upgrade or downsize 
to your perfect home, contact the Realtor 
with an AAS in Architecture and an eye 
for special and unique features of your 
existing home and your future home.

If you’re ready, I’m ready! 

Just give me a call, send a text or an 
email and let’s get started.

Email: Christine.draper777@gmail.com
Phone/Text: (540) 641-2019

If You’re Ready, I’m Ready!

Christine Bowman 
Draper

Call Us For Your Advertising Needs.
540-808-3949

Executive Director
Friends of Claytor Lake

Promote/implement FOCL’s mission by serving as main contact 
for Board and public.  Duties include fundraising, social media and 
website management, organizing events, maintaining finances, 
corporate documents, and database, day to day management, 
and accounting/payroll.  Requirements:   Bachelor’s degree in 
Communications, Business, Nonprofit or related field required 
or equivalent, with minimum 2 years non-profit experience.  
Excellent written/oral communication skills with dedication to 
customer service.  Skill in social media, MS Office, accounting 
and recordkeeping.  Excellent organizational skills with ability 
to multitask.  Public speaking, and knowledge of Claytor Lake 
preferred.  30 hours per week.  Send Resume and References to 
claytorlakegirl@gmail.com.

JOBS

NRV Packaging Inc. 
Now Hiring Material Sorters 

For 1st & 2nd Shift 
*1st Shift* (6:00 a.m - 3:30 p.m) 
*2nd Shift* (3:30 p.m - 1:00 p.m 
Please submit interest in person or on Indeed 
Responsibilities and Duties 
The Sorting position will include several different responsibilities 
and knowledge of all types of material. Employees could perform 
any of the following tasks any given day.
 • Sorting through all types of material (pallets, frames, lids, and 
spacers) 
• Removing labels from material 
• Separating all good material from repair and scrap 
• Use hand tools to fix minor defects Qualifications and Skills 
• Must be able to pass pre-employment drug screen 
• Must be able to lift up to 50 lbs or more repetitively. 
• Must have reliable transportation to work every day 
• Must be available to work occasional Saturdays 
• Must maintain a high level of respect for management 
• Must be able to work at a fast pace for up to 10 hours 
• Must be safety conscious (aware of your surrounding) 
• Must be able to make quick decisions 
• Must be able to maintain a high level of quality 
• Must work well with others Benefits 
• Medical Insurance 
• Vision Insurance 
• Dental Insurance 
• Group term life Insurance 
• Short Term Disability 
• Safety Incentive Program (Free prizes) 
• Free breakfast every Friday (1st shift only) 
• Free lunch every Friday (2nd shift only) 
• Bereavement pay 
• Paid vacation after 1 year with company 
• Rewards for no LTI (plant wide, every 100 working days) 
Sign on Bonus 
Job Type: Full-time 
Salary: $12.75/hour

Come in-person and fill out an application at 
4104 Bob White Blvd., Pulaski, VA 24301 or call 
(540) 980-1330 ext: 110 if you have any questions.

FOR SALE: REAL ESTATE

A burial plot at Highland Mem-
ory Garden in Dublin, Va. Cash 
or certified check only. Please 
contact me at 540-616-4063.

FOR SALE:  
MISCELLANEOUS

TC Pro Hunter – stainless steel 
fluted 30.06 cal., brand new, 
$250. Call 540-643-6108.

12 gauge camouflage turkey bar-
rel with turkey choke for a TC 
Encore, new condition, $200. 
Call 540-980-1871.

Made like new Papa Wood 
Stove, new paint, new brick, 

$425;  four Goodyear tires 235-
75-15 like new, mounted on five 
lug Ford aluminum wheels, $190; 
four Goodyear Wrangler tires, 
265-70-16, good condition, $150 
for all.  Call 540-629-9003.

4X4 Round Bales of Hay – 
Snowville area, $25-$30 per bale. 
Call 540-250-5770.

Mixed wood for sale, $90 per 
load. Call 540-250-5770.

Cherry; solid wood desk. 
Excellent condition. 72 1/2” L, 30 
1/2” H and 29” D. Two drawers 
and 1 file cabinet on left side, 
slot for tower and cabinet drawer 
with two slide outs for storage on 
right side. Pull out for key board.  

$250. Call 540-639-6974

FAIR HOUSING NOTICE:
We are pledged to the letter and 
spirit of Virginia’s policy for 
achieving equal housing opportuni-
ty throughout the Commonwealth.
We encourage and support adver-
tising and marketing programs in 
which there are no barriers to ob-
taining housing because of race, 
color, religion, national origin, sex, 
elderliness, familial status or hand-
icap.
For more information or to file a 
housing complaint, call the Vir-
ginia Housing Office at (804) 367-
8530; toll-free call (888) 551-3247.
For hearing-impaired, call (804) 
367-9753. E-mail fairhousing@
dpor.virginia.gov.

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Ad-
vertise your upcoming auctions 
statewide and in other states.  
Affordable Print and Digital 
Solutions reaching your tar-
get audiences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Vinyl Replacement Windows 
Starting at $235* Installed w/
Free Trim Wrap Call 804-739-
8207 Siding, Roofing, Gutters 
and More!

GENERAC Standby Genera-
tors. The weather is increasingly 
unpredictable. Be prepared for 
power outages. FREE 7-year 
extended warranty ($695 value!) 
Schedule your FREE in-home 
assessment today. Call 1-877-
636-0738  Special financing for 
qualified customers.

Eliminate gutter cleaning forev-
er! LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-877-614-6667

ATTN. CONTRACTORS: Ad-
vertise your business statewide 
and in other states. Affordable 
Print and Digital Solutions to 
reach Homeowners. Call Landon 
Clark at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576, landonc@vpa.net 

REAL ESTATE 

ATTN. REALTORS:  Adver-

tise your listings regionally or 
statewide. Affordable Print and 
Digital Solutions that get results! 
Call Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. WILLS 
$195.00. No court appearance. 
Estimated completion time 
twenty-one days. Hilton Oliver, 
Attorney (Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Espanol. BBB 
Member. https://hiltonoliverattor-
neyva.com.

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARAN-
TEED Life Insurance! No med-
ical exam or health questions. 
Cash to help pay funeral and 
other final expenses. Call Phy-
sicians Life Insurance Compa-
ny- 844-509-1697 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/vapress

DMV says:
Watch for 
motorcycles

RICHMOND – As some spring-
like weather rolls in, motorcyclists 
roll out to enjoy the highways and 
byways of the Commonwealth. To 
help spread a message of safety, the 
Virginia Department of Motor Ve-
hicles (DMV) launched a campaign 
this week urging motorcyclists to 
wear the proper gear when taking to 
the road and motorists to be on the 
lookout for the more vulnerable road 
users.

 “Motorcyclists must do every-
thing they can to protect themselves 
as they are sharing the road with ve-
hicles that are many, many times the 
size of theirs,” said DMV Commis-
sioner Richard D. Holcomb. 

 Wearing the proper gear, from 
head to toe, can often save a motor-
cyclist’s life during a crash. In 2020, 
87 motorcyclists died in crashes on 
Virginia roadways, according to pre-
liminary figures. More than 1,700 
crashes involving motorcyclists were 
reported and 1,479 motorcyclists 
were injured; 672 of those injuries 
were categorized as serious.

 A helmet is the most important 
piece of safety equipment that a mo-
torcyclist can wear. In Virginia, the 
law requires that motorcyclists and 
their passengers always wear a hel-
met which must meet or exceed the 
standards as specified by the Snell 
Memorial Foundation, the American 
National Standards Institute, Inc., or 
the U.S. Department of Transporta-
tion. A rider without a helmet is 40% 
more likely to suffer a fatal head inju-
ry than a helmeted rider.

 Motorcyclists and other vulnera-
ble road users, such as bicyclists and 
pedestrians, are more susceptible to 
serious injuries as a result of crashes 
because they are much smaller and 
lack the protections of larger vehicles 
on the road.

 DMV offers some tips to help mo-
torists heighten awareness of cycles:

• Allow for extra following dis-
tance behind motorcycles because 
riders often slow down by down-
shifting or coasting, which means the 
brake lights aren’t always activated.

• Since a motorcycle’s narrow pro-
file can cause it to be hidden in a car’s 
blind spot when it’s behind a car, 
check rear view mirrors often to be 
aware of motorcycles approaching or 
following.

• Take an extra moment to look 
twice for motorcycles when changing 
lanes, turning at intersections, pull-
ing out of driveways or pulling into 
traffic because motorcycles may look 
farther away than they actually are, 
and it can be difficult to judge a mo-
torcycle’s speed.

• Be mindful that a motorcycle’s 
turn signals aren’t always self-can-
celing like a car’s turn signals. Some 
riders, especially beginners, may 
forget to turn them off after a turn or 
lane change.

• Be aware that when motorcyclists 
adjust lane position within a lane, 
they are not being reckless or trying 
to show off. The adjustment is often 
made to improve visibility and to 
minimize the effects of debris, pass-
ing vehicles or wind.
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Duck hunting weather occa-
sionally entails some of the worst 
conditions especially on a river 
area. Heavy rains came in the 
middle of the week, followed by 
freezing snow and ice. My man, 
Dick, had all things packed the 
night before and we left out about 
four A.M. Saturday morning. 
When we got to the river at the 
blind site, the shallows were iced 
over with water in the marshy 
areas. My man Dick had on 
waders and dressed with warm 
clothing and all I had was my 
webbed feet and short black 
hair. We got to the bind and it 
had about a foot of water in it. 
We climbed on top as the sun 
was just rising. Dick had an old 
Stoeter Spanish 10-gauge double 
with four-inch shells. A couple of 
greenheads flew in toward us and 
he some how shot pulling both 
triggers at the same time. He was 
knocked back into the pit behind 
the walled blind and completely 
soaked by the time he could get 

Woods, 
Water &
Wildlife

W.A. "Doc"
Davis

A Bad
Day For
Ducks

The bad weather we have had 
of late with cold rains, sleet and 
snow reminds me of a time my 
friend, Dick experienced the 
same type of conditions while 
on a duck hunt several years 
ago. Dick had great beautiful 
Lab called, Black Jack, and had 
visited Sam White and his wife, 
Margo, who had three bird dogs 
including the beautiful Anna 
Marie, an English Springer. She 
was expecting a litter of pups in 
about a month and Black Jack 
told the story to Anna Marie as 
they warmed themselves before 
a roaring fireplace in the White 
home.

Black Jack related how his 
man Dick had been fishing in 
the New River in early Novem-
ber along a road that paralleled 
the railroad. He found some old 
used railroad ties discarded by a 
maintenance crew near the road. 
He (Dick) hooked a chain to 
several ties, and with his Scout 
International, pulled them to a 
good spot to construct a duck 
blind. There he formed a box-
like enclosure of about three feet 
in height and cut some nearby 
cedars to further camouflage the 
site. My man intended to come 
back the following Saturday 
on the opening day for duck 
hunting. 

PUBLIC HEARING
TOWN COUNCIL

TOWN OF PULASKI, VIRGINIA
The Town Council of the Town of Pulaski, Virginia will hold 
a public hearing on Tuesday, March 2, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Council Chambers of the Pulaski Municipal Building, 42 First 
Street, N.W. and take action on the following requests:

A request by Pulaski Development LLC, Agent: Kevin 
Conner, for property located at 1000-1088 Memorial Drive, 
(Tax Parcel (s) 072-140-48 & 072-140-48a), for a Zoning 
Amendment to add Section 4.11.2-1.2 Light Industrial 
Uses a. Cottage Industry, c. Custom Manufacturing, d. 
Greenhouse or Nursery, e. Industry Type 1, h. Packaging, 
and k. Warehouses to Section 4.8.2-2 Special Exceptions 
under B-1 Limited Business District.

A request by Aggregate Capital LLC, Agent: Luke Allison, 
for property located at 37 West Main Street, (Tax Parcel (s) 
072-051-21-37), for a Special Exception per Section 4.10.2-
2(1)c of the Zoning Ordinance to construct second-floor 
apartments and first-floor apartments on the south side of 
the building with entrances facing Peak Creek.

Due to Covid-19 restrictions, only 10 persons are allowed in the 
chambers at a time. As a result, in-person attendance will be 
severely limited. Citizens may attend the hearing virtually via 
Facebook Live on the Town of Pulaski Facebook Page.

All persons desiring to comment on the proposed requests should 
submit their remarks to Brady Deal, Planner/Economic Developer, 
by 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 2, 2021, to 42 First Street, N.W./
P.O. Box 660, Pulaski, VA or via email to bdeal@pulaskitown.
org. A copy of the application and other pertinent materials are 
available for public review in the Planner/Economic Developer’s 
office, Pulaski Municipal Building, 42 First Street, N.W. from 8:30 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.

For disabled individuals who may require special auxiliary aids 
or services, reasonable accommodations will be made by the 
Town upon request. Please contact the Town Manager’s Office at 
(540) 994-8696 prior to the above meeting date to arrange these 
accommodations.

PUBLIC HEARING
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS

TOWN OF PULASKI, VIRGINIA
The Town of Pulaski Board of Zoning Appeals hereby gives 
notice that the public hearing originally scheduled for February 
25, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. is cancelled. The hearing will now be held on 
March 4, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Pulaski 
Municipal Building, 42 First Street, N.W., in order to hear citizen 
comments regarding the Board of Zoning Appeals intention to act 
on the following variance request:

A request by Shah Development LLC, for a variance to 
Section 4.4.3 Site Development Regulations of the Zoning 
Ordinance of the Town of Pulaski, Virginia for property 
located at 202 Fifth Street (tax parcel (s) 081-7-152-1) in 
the R-3 Multi-Family Residential District. Section 4.4.3 
requires a minimum lot area of 10,000 square feet for 
single-family dwellings and setbacks of 25’ from the Front, 
5’ from the Side, 25’ from all public streets, and 25’ from 
the Rear. The applicant requests a variance to allow a 10’ 
setback from Fifth Street and a 10’ setback from Madison 
Avenue. The applicant also requests a variance to allow 
construction on the lot which is less than 10,000 square 
feet in size. This would permit the applicant to construct a 
single-family dwelling in the approximate location of the 
former dwelling on the parcel.

Comments and/or questions can be sent ahead of the hearing 
via email to Brady Deal, Planner/Economic Developer, bdeal@
pulaskitown.org, or via phone at 540-994-8619; or in the form of 
written comments to Brady Deal (42 First Street, N.W., Pulaski, 
Virginia) until the date of the hearing. Copies of the variance 
application, site plans, and corresponding ordinances may be 
reviewed at the Pulaski Municipal Building Monday through 
Friday between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.

Due to the Covid-19 restrictions, in-person attendance will be 
severely limited. Participants are encouraged to join the meeting 
via Zoom using the meeting credentials listed below.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82000591040?pwd=YUpMUXBCdFZ
MN2Y5TDUwK2QxWkNtZz09
Meeting ID: 820 0059 1040
Passcode: 814610

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is given pursuant to the Pulaski County Unified 
Development Ordinance and Section 15.2-2310 of the 1950 Code 
of Virginia, as amended, that a public hearing will be held at 7:00 
p.m. on Tuesday, March 16, 2021 in the Board Room of the County 
Administration Building, 143 Third Street, NW, Pulaski, VA 
24301. The Pulaski County Board of Zoning Appeals is hosting a 
Public Hearing and will receive public comments in relationship 
to the application(s) for zoning variance as listed below:

• Petition by Robert Cornelius, for a variance to Article 
4.8.C (Building Setback Medium Density Residential Zone 
District) Pulaski County Unified Development Ordinance. 
Property is located at 3947 Cabin Land Drive, Tax Map # 
084-3-15E, 84-3-14A Ingles District.

The public can request information and/or submit comments 
as part of the public hearing process, by using any one of the 
following methods; E-mail: Send information request or public 
comment to Elaine Holeton at eholeton@pulaskicounty.org 
Phone: Contact Elaine Holeton at 540-980-7710 to learn more, or 
to have your comment transcribed for the public hearing. Regular 
Mail: Send your request for information or your comment to; 
Planning & Zoning Department, County of Pulaski, 143 Third 
Street, NW, Suite 1, Pulaski, VA 24301. In Person: By attending 
the meeting at the location listed. For disabled individuals who 
may require special auxiliary aids or services, the County upon 
request will make reasonable accommodations available. Contact 
the County’s ADA Compliance Officer at (540) 980-7800 (TDD 
accessible) or (540) 980-7705, ten (10) days prior to the above 
meeting date to arrange for these special accommodations.

COVID-19 Message:  Pulaski County is committed to 
safely serving the public during this Covid-19 pandemic. In 
consideration of the social distancing guidelines, we encourage 
you to contact our office prior to attending the meeting. This 
will enable us to share any meeting information updates and 
allow us the opportunity to accommodate you to the best of 
our ability. 540-980-7710.  Thank-you.

PUBLIC HEARING
TOWN COUNCIL

TOWN OF PULASKI, VIRGINIA
The Pulaski Town Council will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, 
March 16, 2021, at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Pulaski 
Municipal Building, 42 First Street N.W., to consider an update to 
the Town’s Commercial Historic District Design Guidelines.

Due to Covid-19 restrictions, in-person attendance will be limited 
to no more than 10 persons in the Council Chambers. Participants 
are encouraged to attend the hearing virtually via Facebook Live 
on the Town of Pulaski Facebook Page.

Citizens may review the draft design guidelines at https://tinyurl.
com/PulaskiGuidelineDraft or on the Town website. A copy of 
the draft design guidelines is available for public review in the 
Planner/Economic Developer’s Office on the 2nd Floor of the 
Pulaski Municipal Building, from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday 
through Friday.

Comments and/or questions can be sent ahead of the hearing 
via email to Brady Deal, Planner/Economic Developer, bdeal@
pulaskitown.org or Justin Sanders, CLG Project Coordinator, 
jsanders@pulaskitown.org; via phone at 540-994-8619; or in the 
form of written comments to Brady Deal (42 First Street, N.W., 
Pulaski, Virginia) until the date of the hearing. All comments 
received prior to the meeting date above will be forwarded to the 
Town Council for their consideration.

For disabled individuals who may require special auxiliary aids or 
services, reasonable accommodations will be made by the Town 
upon request. Please contact the Town Manager at (540)-994-8601 
prior to the above meeting date to arrange these accommodations.

Small Business Solutions Manager
Pulaski County is accepting applications for a Small Business 
Solutions Manager.  
The Small Business Solutions Manager will be responsible for 
networking and assisting Pulaski County with small business 
efforts, encouraging business investments and the creation of 
new job opportunities in the community.  Essential functions will 
include: recruiting new business and industry; conducting market 
research and promotional strategies and travel.   A successful 
background check and drug and alcohol test is also required.

The salary range for this position is $33,864 - $57,028 and is 
commensurate upon education and experience. This is a full 
time position with benefits:  health, dental, life, optional vision 
insurance, supplemental life, state retirement program, optional 
457 retirement program, sick and vacation leave, paid holidays, 
and much more.

Interested individuals may review a full job description and apply 
at the appropriate Virginia Employment Commission Office or 
log onto the Pulaski County Website at www.pulaskicounty.org. 
Applications should be submitted to   Tammy Safewright, Human 
Resources Director at tsafewright@pulaskicounty.org.     

Position is open until filled

Equal Opportunity Employer

JOBSback onto his feet. I jumped into 
the water hoping to get the duck 
that he had hit, but was swept 
downstream as was the duck. My 
man hurried to the Scout calling 
for me to follow. I got there just 
as he had stripped down nude 
with no extra clothes to put on. 
He got an old blanket in the back 
seat that was covered in my drool 
and fur and wrapped both of us 
up in it. We got in the Jeep, got 
the heater going and hunkered 
down much like Peter Sellers and 
Goldie Hawn had appeared in 
the movie, The Pink Panther. We 
got home as quickly as possible 
and he got a good hot shower and 
a big hot toddy and gave me a hot 
meal of “chewed meat” (ham-
burger) and neither of us came 
down with pneumonia from the 
ordeal.

As Black Jack finished telling 
his duck hunting adventure, 
Anna Marie placed her right paw 
upon his left one and said, “Jack, 
you could have drowned on this 
hunt and very fortunate to be 
here today.” “Yes Anna Marie, 
“Today is as it was then.”  “Le 
temp est alle’ aux chiens.” (The 
weather has gone to the dogs).

If we experience stormy 
weather in our spiritual lives, 
we can look to the master of the 
seas. In Matthew 8: 26b, “then 
he arose, and rebuked the winds 
and the sea…”

Until next time

March 4
American Legion, H-H-C Post 
30 to meet
The American Legion, Har-
vey-Howe-Carper Post 30 will 
meet on Thursday, March 4, 
7 p.m. at the VFW Post Home 
on 102 Watts St. in Radford. 
In case of heavy snow or ice 
that day, the meeting will be 
cancelled. For further informa-
tion, please call 250-2283 or 
239-9864.

March 4-6

Pulaski Church of God to 
collect for God’s Pit Crew
The Pulaski Church of God  
will be collecting for God’s Pit 
Crew next Thursday – Saturday, 
March 4-6, 11 a.m. – 6 p.m. The 
PCOG is a collection site for the 
NRV. The church is located at 
1621 Bob White Blvd., Pulaski, 
Va.

March 6

Radford First Baptist Church 
to have Drop Off Food Drive
A Drop Off Food Drive will be 
held Saturday, March 6, 2021 
from 12 p.m. until 4 p.m. at 
First Baptist Church. in Radford 
VA. The church is located at 
the corner of 3rd and Downey 
St. Food collected will be 
distributed to the Radford Food 
Pantry, Beans and Rice, and 
The Shelter. Canned goods and 
nonperishable items are needed 
to resupply their empty shelves. 
If possible, place your items in 
the trunk of your car. Volunteers 
wearing gloves and masks will 
remove the food safely.

March 9

Sons of Confederate Vets, 
Stuart Horse Artillery Camp 
to meet
The Sons of Confederate Vet-
erans, Stuart Horse Artillery 
Camp 1784 will meet on Tues-
day, March 9, 7 p.m. at Aly’s 
Family Italian Restaurant on 
3204 Riner Road in Montgom-
ery County. William Reed will 
present the “History of the 51st 
Virginia Regiment”. Members 
of the United Daughters of the 
Confederacy (UDC) are also 
invited to attend. In case of 
heavy snow or ice that day, the 
meeting will be cancelled. For 
further information, please call 
540-320-4315 or 540-239-9864.
 
On going:
Alcohol Anonymous meet 
Mondays at 8 p.m. (closed 
meeting); Wednesday (noon) 
and Thursday at 8 p.m. (open 
meetings) at Pulaski Presbyte-
rian Church of America located 
at 975 Memorial Drive. Con-
tact number is 540-440-0066. 
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Master Cattleman Course to be Offered Spring 2021
Virginia Cooperative Extension will be offer-

ing the Virginia Master Cattlemen program online 
Spring 2021. 

This program will consist of seven sessions that 
provide essential information for beef producers in 
the areas of Economics, Genetics, Reproduction, 
Nutrition, Forages, Herd Health, and Marketing. 
Participants will receive a certificate as a Virginia 
Master Cattleman upon successful completion of all 
seven sessions of the program. 

The goal of the program is to build foundation-

al knowledge which can be applied to advanced 
beef educational programs. 

Online classes will be held weekly on Tuesdays 
from 6:30-8:30 p.m., starting March 2 and con-
cluding April 13. 

The cost of the program is $70 per participant. 
All participants will receive a course notebook, 

and a course website will be used to provide edu-
cational materials and supplemental instruction. 

To register for the course, use the following 
link https://tinyurl.com/vamastercattlemens 

For additional information please contact your 
local Virginia Cooperative Extension Office.

Call Us For Your 
Advertising Needs.

540-808-3949
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DOSS’ SEPTIC TANK SERVICE, LLC

Owner/Operator: Chuck Doss
• Licensed & Insured   • 20 Years of Experience

• Calls Welcome Anytime Day or Night
24/7 Emergency Service

(540) 320-4827 / (540) 320-4817

The extraordinary Thomas Beasly of Giles County
By APRIL MARTIN

The name Thomas Beasly 
might not be a well-known one 
in the history of the New River 
Valley, but his story and that 
of his family is one to be told.  
Thomas Beasly was born into 
slavery in 1797 and would be the 
property of James Stafford of 
Giles County.  During Bea-
sly’s time enslaved by Stafford, 
several incidents occurred which 
would change his life drastical-
ly.  The first was an accident in 
which the older James Stafford 
was crossing Walker Creek and 
had some type of issue.  Stafford 
was in immediate danger of 
drowning, but Thomas Beasly 
witnesses the situation and rush 
into the creek and according to 
testimony, “carried him out from 
the middle of Walker Creek”.  At 
a later date, James Stafford’s son 
Edward had a near death acci-
dent as well.  Edward fell from a 
team of horses and landed across 
the tongue of the wagon causing 
one of the horses to then fall 
on top of him.  Thomas Beasly 
was again to the rescue.  “The 
said Thomas with considerable 
exertion moved the horse from 
him and saved his life”.   These 
deeds and possibly others that 
did not show up in the public 
record, caused James Stafford to 
free Thomas Beasly in his will.  
Beasly became a free man in 
1830 and soon took up farming 
on some mountain land near 
Staffordsville.  Beasly’s family 
remained enslaved at another 
nearby farm.  His wife was Anna 
who had eleven children.  In 
freedom, Thomas requested to 
stay in Giles County and was 
approved to do so.  The General 
Assembly of Virginia passed 
strict laws following the 1830 
Nat Turner Rebellion in South-
ampton County, which required 
all manumitted slaves to leave 
the Commonwealth within a 
year of their freedom.  Howev-
er, exceptions were sometimes 
allowed by approval of the 
Assembly.  The General Assem-
bly and local community was 
supportive of the petition and 
Thomas remained.  A few years 
later, Thomas again use the legal 
process to requests another priv-
ilege.  In 1839, he petitioned the 
Assembly for permission to own 
a gun.  Numerous local white 
citizens in Giles showed great 
support and signed his requested 
presented.  In the petition, it was 
noted that Beasly’s farm was 
in a remote section of Walker’s 
Mountains and his gardens and 

Court record attesting to reasons related to Thomas Beasly’s 
freedom and “extraordinary acts”.

in Giles with her husband and 
nearby children.   However, her 
adult children were retained as 
the property of Edward Johnston.  
The Beaslys in their later years 
continued to farm and increase 
their modest standing.  By 1860 
they reported $600 in real estate 
and over $1200 in personal prop-
erty.  By the 1870 census, both 
Thomas and Anna are no longer 
found; it is assumed they died 
within that timeframe.  At least 
one of their sons, Jacob regis-
tered to vote in 1867 and shows 
up in the polls for District One 
in Giles County.  There is more 
to learn of about this family and 

many others of the Fabric of Old 
Fincastle.  Please visit Wilder-
ness Road Regional Museum’s 
facebook page to see other 
recently shared stories.

Thomas Beasly’s petition to own a gun or “firelock”.

crops were very much impacted 
by wildlife.  The argument was 
reasonable especially with all his 
neighbors and friends affixing 
their names to request.  Thomas 
increased his farm’s productivity 
and through his determination 
and love, saved enough money 

to purchase his wife’s freedom 
in 1845.  Anna petitioned the 
local courts to remain in Giles 
in accordance with the new laws 
governing petitions and as before 
with Thomas, numerous white 
citizens supported her request.  
She was allowed to stay and live 

Signatures of local Giles residents supporting Anna’s request to 
stay in Virginia.
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