
Locally Owned And Operated

Distributed Free On Fridays For 11 Years!

WEEKEND WEATHER
Rain. High near 52. Chance of 
precipitation is 100%. 

Saturday Night - Rain likely. 
Low around 47. Chance of 
precipitation is 60%.

Saturday Sunday

Insuring You & Yours

www.insurancecenterofdublin.com

611 East Main Street
Dublin, VA 24084 • 540-674-4678

Karen Tuggle Lynn WhiteBrad Alley

Home • Auto • Life • Business

Partly sunny, with a high near 
61.

Sunday Night - Mostly clear, 
with a low around 38.

Valley Staffing Inc.Valley Staffing Inc.
Wright Ave., Dublin, Va.Wright Ave., Dublin, Va.

540-674-3103 540-674-3103     
EEO  Apply Today At www.valleystaffingjobs.com  DRUG FREE

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS!IMMEDIATE OPENINGS!

Skilled And Unskilled Positions
83 Immediate Openings

Great Jobs - Temporary To Permanent With 
Good Attendance And Good Work Ethics.

$500 Sign-on Bonuses For Jobs In Carroll Co. Area

Go To Work Today With Pay From 
$11.00 To $16.00 Per Hour ... All Shifts.

Pulaski • Dubin • Carroll Co. • Wytheville
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Paid For By Don Holt, New River Sports

7th District Republicans in Pulaski, 
Montgomery and Floyd counties will 

elect a new Delegate this year.
Pulaski County Republicans will vote 

in a “firehouse primary” Saturday, 
April 24 in the Farris Building at the 
NRV Fairgrounds from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Protect Your 1st and 2nd 
Amendment Rights! 

Vote for Lowell Bowman!

Prosecutor opposes parole
for Gina Hall killer, Epperly
By MIKE WILLIAMS
The Patriot

Pulaski County’s Common-
wealth’s Attorney Justin Griffith 
said Monday he has received no-
tification that Gina Hall’s killer – 
Stephen Epperly – has an upcom-
ing parole interview on May 17.

The notification prompted Grif-
fith to write a second letter to a 
member of the Virginia Parole 
Board asking that parole for Ep-
perly be denied.

“In addition, I requested an 
appointment to meet face to face 
with the parole board imploring 
them to listen to my objections 
and keep him incarcerated until 
he takes his last breath,” Griffith 
said in a press release this week.

“I have said it before and I 
will say it again, the only way he 
should ever leave prison is in a 
pine box,” Griffith added.

Stephen Epperly Gina Renee Hall

In his letter to the parole board 
member, Griffith said he is “stren-
uously and unequivocally op-
posed to his parole, under any 
circumstances. 

“The heinous, brutal crime 
he was convicted of occurred 
in 1980, three years prior to my 
birth. However, I can assure you 

that I have been aware of the 
impact on this community my 
whole life,” Griffith wrote.

About Hall’s murder, Griffith 
wrote that it is his understand-
ing “the evidence at trial showed 
blood splatter that was consistent 

See PAROLE, page A2

Pulaski water customers can
expect slight increase in bills
By MIKE WILLIAMS
The Patriot

Town of Pulaski water and sew-
er customers can expect a slight 
increase in their monthly bills 
when a new fiscal year begins 
July 1.

Pulaski Town Council on 
Tuesday heard a presentation by 
Cheryl Stevens of Draper Aden 
Associates, who is one of the en-
gineering firm’s experts on evalu-
ation of water and sewer rates.

According to Town Manager 
Darlene Burcham, Stevens was 
engaged by the town several 
months ago to study the town’s 
water and sewer rates.

During her presentation, Ste-
vens and council discussed the 

town’s water and sewer systems, 
capital improvement needs and 
costs, infrastructure, labor, I&I 
(inflow and infiltration), etc.

Stevens noted that while the 
town’s water rates currently 
“compare favorably” with sur-
rounding localities, its sewer rates 
are the third highest in the area 
and higher than the average in the 
state.

She noted for instance that rates 
in Christiansburg and Carroll 
County are higher, while rates in 
Salem and Pulaski County PSA 
are comparable.

The town’s water and sewer 
funds are called enterprise funds, 
meaning they must be self-suffi-
cient with rates set to cover ex-
penses and reserves.

Councilmen Jamie Radcliffe 
and Michael Reis addressed the 
key issue of rate increases with 
Stevens.

Stevens agreed with Radcliffe 
that it is important for the town 
to explain to its water customers 
that their monthly bill includes 
not only a charge for water, but 
also sewer and garbage collec-
tion.

An average residential water 
bill in Pulaski – including wa-
ter, sewer and garbage – is about 
$100.

Stevens agreed with Reis that it 
is fair to state her analysis calls 
for about a $5.00 increase per 
month (about $12.60 per year) in 

See WATER, page A2

Local pharmacy has 
administered over 7,000 
vaccines since January 
2021 - over 50 percent of 
Pulaski County’seligible 
residents.
See story, page A3
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Commissioner of the Revenue Office
Business Personal Property

Forms Due May 3, 2021
Every business owning or having in their possession tangible 
personal property located in the COUNTY OF PULASKI on 
January 1 must report these items annually.

A form to be completed 
was mailed out to each 
business in February.

Businesses should report 
any moveable item not 
classified as intangible 
personal property such as 

office furniture, computer hardware, specialized tools, machinery, 
equipment, and vehicles.

Please submit your form by Monday, May 3 to 52 W. 
Main Street, Suite 200; Pulaski, VA 24301 or by email to 
commissionerofrevenue@pulaskicounty.orgcommissionerofrevenue@pulaskicounty.org or by fax to (540) 
994-2450.

If you have questions call our Personal Property Department at 
(540) 980-7750. water bills for the average Pu-

laski residence which uses be-
tween 3,000 and 6,000 gallons 
per month.

A final decision on the rate in-
crease has not yet been made.

Pulaski Town Council will 
discuss the water, sewer and 
garbage rates further as they 
continue work on their 2021-22 
fiscal year budget, which must 
be completed prior to the July 1 
beginning of the new fiscal year.

with her being beaten to death.”
“I write ‘consistent with,’ be-

cause Gina Renee Hall’s body 
has never been located. Her 
family has suffered not knowing 
where her remains are for over 40 
years.”

Griffith wrote that Epperly’s 
prosecutor, Everett Shockley, “is 
still a pillar in the legal commu-
nity here in the New River Val-
ley. His work on this case was 
nothing short of remarkable. He 
is still a voice of justice in this 
case, as proven by his May 12, 
2020 letter to you. 

“According to Mr. Shockley, to 
this very day, Epperly denies any 
involvement in her death or dis-
appearance. As a lawyer, friend, 

Continued from Page A1

Parole

Continued from Page A1

Water

and the foremost expert on this 
case, I implore you to take Mr. 
Shockley’s word for it in this case. 
His level of concern for the safe-
ty of the public surrounding any 
release of Epperly speaks to not 
only Mr. Shockley’s passion for 
justice, but the dangerousness of 
Mr. Epperly.”

Griffith continued that both 
he and Shockley plan to attend a 
face-to-face meeting with the pa-
role board – should it be granted.

“Freedom should not now be 
nor should it ever be an option for 
him (Epperly),” Griffith wrote. 
“He forfeited that right with his 
actions and the sentence recom-
mended by a jury of his peers.”

Saying he was proud to speak 
for the whole county and urge 
the board to see fit that Epper-
ly remains incarcerated, Griffith 
closed by saying Epperly “is in-

Everett Shockley Justin Griffith

deed an unrepentant predator who 
shattered the Hall family and the 
innocence of those in this county.

“He is exactly where he needs 
to be and he needs to remain there 
for the rest of his natural life,” 
Griffith closed.

On June 28 of last year, the 
county marked 40 years since 
Epperly killed Hall. Six months 

later, in early December of 1980 
Epperly was found guilty of 
first-degree murder, becoming the 
first person in Virginia to be con-
victed of first-degree murder in a 
case in which there was no body, 
confession or eyewitness.

Epperly was 28 at the time of 
his conviction.

During a 2020 interview with 

The Patriot, Shockley expressed 
fears that the state parole board’s 
recent push to release violent 
prisoners would result in Epperly 
being freed.

Shockley said last year that 
when he writes to the parole 
board, which he has done several 
times, he reminds them that Ep-
perly is very dangerous and that – 
even now if he got out – Shockley 
thinks he’d be a danger to women 
and possibly to others who may 
have been involved in the case as 
a witness or otherwise.

Shockley added that prisoners 
are paroled because, in the parole 
board’s opinion, they been reha-
bilitated.

Shockley said because to this 
day Epperly denies any involve-
ment in the murder, he hasn’t 
been rehabilitated.

“In never taking any action 
whatsoever to accept respon-
sibility or to not help in finding 
the body or tell what he did with 
it – well, he’s not rehabilitated,” 
Shockley told The Patriot in 
2020.

Wythe deputies, Claytor Lake Drug 
Task Force charge three in traffic stop

On April 21, 2021 an on-going 
narcotics investigation led to a 
traffic stop on I-77 at mile mark-
er 42 at 11:50 p.m. by the Wythe 
County Sheriff’s Office and the 
Claytor Lake Drug Task Force.

Seized were 175 grams of meth-
amphetamine along with digital 
scales and baggies.

Three subjects were arrested at 
this time.

• Regina Ashley Blankenship
• Aaron Walker Sharp Jr.
• Adam Franklin Ashby
All three subjects were charged 

with the same four charges:
• Possess 100 grams or 

more of methamphetamine with 
intent to distribute

• Conspiracy to possess 100 
grams or more of methamphet-
amine with intent to distribute

• Transporting into the Com-
monwealth of Virginia with intent 
to distribute one ounce or more of 
schedule 1 or 2

• Conspiracy to transporting 

into the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia with intent to distribute one 
ounce or more of schedule 1 or 2

All three subject went to jail 
with no bond.

Submitted by 
Major Anthony Cline, 

Wythe County 
Sheriff’s Office

Remember Your Loved Ones On A 
Special Day With An In Memoriam 

Message. Call 540-808-3949
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T.A. Produce
Route 11, Dublin

Spring Is Near ...
Seed Potatoes Are Here!

Vine Ripe Tomatoes, Apples, Naval Oranges, Strawberries, Sweet 
NY Cabbage, Amish Cheeses, Nuts, Onion Sets,

Dried Beans, 10 Lb. Bags of Pintos, Variety of Canned Goods.
Delicious Sweet Cantaloupes, Watermelons!

We Appreciate Our Customers!
Call

674-4233
Open 9-6

Closed Sunday

Martins doing its part to vaccinate county
By DANIELLE REID
The Patriot

Since August 2020, Candice 
Shay, one of the pharmacists at 
Martin’s Pharmacy in Pulaski, 
has been working with the Cen-
ters for Disease Control (CDC) 
and our local Virginia Depart-
ment of Health organizations to 
get the COVID-19 vaccines into 
our community.

“We’ve had a great response 
so far and have administered 
over 7,000 vaccines since Janu-
ary 2021,” said Shay.  “Martin’s 
Pharmacy has vaccinated over 
50 percent of Pulaski County el-
igible residents and we have pro-
grams to help more people get 
vaccinated.”

Now that the Commonwealth 
of Virginia has started Phase 2 in 
which the COVID-19 vaccine is 
being offered to individuals from 
age 16 and up, Martin’s will be 
going into the high schools this 
week to vaccinate students who 
have their parents’ approval.  

Recently, vaccine approval 
forms were sent home with New 
River Valley students for par-
ents’ signature.  Those students 
who have parental permission 
can receive their first vaccine at 
school starting at Radford High 
School on Wednesday.  Vaccines 
will be administered at East-
mont, Auburn and Blacksburg 
high schools on Thursday.   On 
Friday morning from 10:00 a.m. 
to 12:00 p.m. the vaccines will 
be given at PCHS; and from 1:00 
p.m. to 2:30 p.m. at Christians-
burg High School.  

Shay says that Martin’s will 
schedule follow-up dates for the 
students to receive their second 
vaccine.  For the Pfizer-BioN-
Tech vaccine, the second shot 
will be given 21 days after the 
first shot; and for Moderna, the 
second shot will be administered 
28 days after the first shot.

Parents who did not receive a 
student permission form can re-
quest one from the school.  Also, 
Martin’s Pharmacy can email 
the form to the parent upon re-

Danielle Reid/The Patriot
Martin’s Pharmacy pharmacist, Candice Shay, administers the 
Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine to a client at the Pulaski location.   The 
Pfizer vaccine is available at Martin’s in Pulaski and the Moder-
na vaccine is available at Martin’s Pharmacy in Dublin. 

quest.  For students aged 16 to 
17, parental permission is re-
quired.  For students over 18, 
they can use their own discre-
tion as to whether they want to 
get the vaccine.

Additionally, individuals over 
the age of 18 can go to Mar-
tin’s Pharmacy website and 
self-schedule their COVID Vac-
cine, choosing their most conve-
nient day and time.   The Pulaski 
location of Martin’s Pharmacy is 
offering the Pfizer vaccine and 
the Dublin location is offering 
the Moderna vaccine.

“For those individuals who 
are homebound or don’t use 
technology, they can call us at 
Martin’s Pharmacy, and we will 
make a home visit to administer 
the vaccine,” offered Shay.

To self-schedule a COVID-19 
vaccine, go to https://www.mar-
tinsrx.com/ and click on “Click 
Here to Schedule Vaccine” and 
choose their preferred day and 
time.

Honor Your Loved Ones With An In Memoriam 
Notice In The Patriot. 540-808-3949
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Visit www.pcpatriot.com Daily For New Obituaries

LIKE THE PATRIOT ON FACEBOOK
at

Pulaski County-Patriot

Remember 
Your Loved 
One On A 

Special Day
With An

In Memoriam
Notice

In 
The Patriot

Call 
540-808-3949

PLACE A CARD OF THANKS
Thank those who helped and supported you 

during your time of loss with a 
CARD OF THANKS

In The Patriot
540-808-3949 or ads@pcpatriot.com

EXTREMEEXTREME
Pressure Washing, LLC

Commercial & Residential

Regina - OwnerRegina - Owner
William - OperatorWilliam - Operator

540-315-6280 / 540-320-2489540-315-6280 / 540-320-2489

NOW WE OFFER MORE!
Call Us For Small Home Repairs • Property Cleanup
Tree Work • Hauling Light Loads Of Stone & Mulch

CHARLES LUTHER 
“CHUCK” MARTIN 

Charles Luther “Chuck” Mar-
tin, age 80 of Fairlawn and 
formerly Draper passed away 
Monday, April 19, 2021 at the 
Lewis-Gale Hospital-Pulaski. 
Born June 26, 1940 in West Vir-
ginia he was the son of the late 
Theodore Martin and Nellie Mae 
McMahan. He was also preceded 
in death by his son, Timmy Mar-
tin, sisters, Virginia Hoke, Velva 
Little, Sylvia May Martin and 
brother, Ernest Martin.

Charles enjoyed hunting, fish-
ing and working on their mini 
farm in Draper for 38 years and 
spending time with his grandsons 
outdoors. He retired from Xaloy 
with 28 years of service.

He is survived by his 
Wife
Norma Jean Martin – Fairlawn
Daughter
Tina (Robert) Bourne – Fair-

lawn
Grandsons
Josh and Jacob Bourne
Sister
Pauline Hoke – Hollywood, 

WV
Numerous nieces and nephews 
Funeral services were held 

Wednesday, April 21, 2021 at the 
Bower Funeral Home-Chapel, 
Pulaski with Pastor Don Jones 
officiating. Interment followed at 
the Highland Memory Gardens, 
Dublin.

To sign the online guestbook, 
please visit www.bowerfuneral-
home.com

Bower Funeral Homes, Pulaski 
is handling the arrangements for 
the family.

SYLVIA ALICE O’DELL 
LANIER 

Sylvia Alice O’Dell Lanier, age 
91 of Pulaski passed away Tues-
day, April 13, 2021. Born De-
cember 7, 1929 in Hiwassee she 
was the daughter of the late Irvin 
O’Dell & Pearl Duncan O’Dell.  
She was also preceded in death by 
her husband, Paul Ashley Lanier; 
her grandparents that raised her, 
Geneva & Henry O’Dell (Ma and 
Pa); second mother, Annie O’Dell, 
& siblings, Randolph O’Dell, El-
oise O’Dell, Gary Wayne O’Dell 
and brother-in-law, John Earl 
Hayes.

She was a member of the New 
River Primitive Baptist Church, 
Hiwassee

She is survived by her 
Daughter – Pam & Chris Co-

plan – Richmond
Granddaughter – Jennifer Co-

plan-Richmond
Brothers –           Cletis & Pat 

O’Dell – Draper
Kenneth O’Dell – Raleigh, NC
Sister – Geraldine Hayes – 

Dublin
Sister-in-law – Nancy O’Dell – 

Hiwassee
Brother-in-law – Randy O’Dell 

– Dublin
Numerous nieces and nephews
Loving and kind neighbors
 Funeral services were held 

Sunday, April 18, 2021 at the 
Bower Funeral Home-Chapel, 
Pulaski. Interment followed at the 
O’Dell-Moore Cemetery, Hiwas-
see.

To sign Sylvia’s online guest-
book, please visit www.bowerfu-
neralhome.com

Bower Funeral Homes, Pulaski 
is handling the arrangements for 
the family.

LARRY G. MOYE SR. 
Larry G. Moye Sr. born April 

12, 1947 in Princeton, WV passed 
Wednesday April 21 at his home.

Long-time resident of Dublin, 
Va. was most recently a resident 
of Christiansburg, Va

Larry graduated in 1965 from 
Dublin High School. In 1974 he 
joined the Army. In the Army, he 
worked as a senior electrician and 
obtained the rank of Sargent be-
fore being medically discharged 
in 1978. Larry attended New Riv-
er Community College received 
his associate degree in Electronics 
Technology; Cum Laude in 1980. 
After he graduated, he worked for 
Inland Motor Company in Rad-
ford.

Preceded in his passing are 
Larry’s parents Vergil and Be-
atrice Wills Moye and his sister, 
Karan Moye Harrison.

Larry is survived by his wife 
Renee which he married on June 
3, 1978. Larry is also survived by 
his children.

Daughter, Tammy Susak and 
Randy Shook of Ohio

Sons,   Larry G, Moye Jr. of 
Virginia

Randy and Laurie Moye of 
North Carolina

Russell and Chrystal Moye of 
Virginia

Stephen and Jennifer Moye of 
Georgia

Ronald Moye of North Carolina
15 Grandchildren, 2 Great 

Grandchildren
Sisters, Sharon Moye Cupp of 

Virginia
Shelby Moye Pauley of Virginia
Brother, David and Jessie Moye 

of Virginia
Larry also has numerous Niec-

es and Nephews
Graveside service will be held 

Monday, April 26th at 1:45 at 
the Southwest Virginia Veterans 
Cemetery, 5550 Bagging Plant 
Rd. in Dublin.

In lieu of flowers please con-
sider contributing to the Disable 
American Veterans nonprofit or-
ganization at www.dav.org

Arrangements by Stevens Fu-
neral Home, Pulaski, VA.

JULIAN BARKLEY “SKIP” 
BURRESS, JR. 

Julian Barkley “Skip” Burress, 
Jr. age 77 of Pulaski passed away 
Wednesday, April 21, 2021 at Pu-
laski Health and Rehab Center.

Born June 21, 1943 in Virgin-
ia, he was the son of the late Ju-
lian Barkley Burress and Helen 
French Burress.

He is survived by
Children
Jennifer Tibbs
Patricia DeNinis
Jacqueline McKenna
Heather Heater
Kevin Burress
Per his request, there will not 

be any services. To sign his on-
line guestbook, visit www.bower-
funeralhome.com

Bower Funeral Home, Pulaski 
is handling the arrangements for 
the family.

RONNIE DEAN 
SMYTHERS 

Ronnie Dean Smythers, age 52 
of Allisonia passed away Sun-
day, April 18, 2021 at his home. 
Born April 9, 1969 in Radford 
he was the son of Curtis Wendall 
Smythers and Glenda Rochell 
Page Smythers. His daughter, 
Megan Danielle Smythers also 
preceded him in death.

He is survived by his  
Parents
Curtis Wendall Smythers & 

Glenda Rochell Page Smythers – 
Allisonia 

Fiancée – Tania Croy – Alliso-
nia 

Children
Morgan Elaine Smythers – 

West Virginia
Nathan (Allison) Smythers – 

Pulaski
Kelsey Nicole Brown – 

Wytheville
Brandy Lyn Hopkins – Dublin
Grandchildren
Bryson, Carter, Jayde, Aiden 

and Leah
Brother – Curtis W. (Cara) 

Smythers, Jr. – Allisonia
Sister – Amie (Roy) Handy – 

Christiansburg
Nieces – Josey and Emily
Nephews – Justin, Ethan and 

Eric
Per Ronnie’s request there will 

not be any services. To sign the 
online guestbook, please visit 
www.bowerfuneralhome.com

Bower Funeral Homes, Pulas-
ki is handling the arrangements 
for the family.

EDWARD LEE “MOE” 
SUTPHIN 

Edward Lee “Moe” Sutphin, 
age 71, of Barren Springs, VA 
passed away Wednesday, April 7, 
2021. He was born April 14, 1949 
in Wythe County, the son of the 
late Lula Ellen Sutphin.

Survivors include his wife, 
Juanita C. Sutphin; son, Danny 
and Susan Cook; grandchildren, 
Whitney Tilley and Dereck Til-
ley; great-grandson, Braxton 
Tilley; great-grandchildren, Ja-
rad, Amara, Ayden, Chrisma and 
Johnny Boy; three favorite aunts, 
Rosalee Andrews, Wilma Jones 
and Christine McCoy. Several 
cousins also survive.

A memorial service will be held 
at 2:00 p.m. Saturday, April 24, 
2021 at Barren Springs Holiness 
Church with the Reverend Chuck 
Neal, Reverend Dale Akers and 
special friend, Gary Lawson offi-
ciating.

A private inurnment with the 
family will be held at the Sutphin 
Family Cemetery.

Online condolences may be 
extended to the family at www.
highlandfuneralservice.com

Reese Funeral Home, Austin-
ville, VA is serving the Sutphin 
family.

The Patriot
Is Published
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www.pcpatriot.com
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The Week
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Weather And 
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news@pcpatriot.com
Or On

www.pcpatriot.com



The Patriot - April 23, 2021 - Page A5

PULSE

NOW OPEN IN DUBLIN
180 Broad Street, Dublin • 540-518-7088

Two Other Locations:
400 N. Washington Ave., Pulaski • 540-980-4060
100 W. Buck Ave., Rural Retreat • 276-250-2160

By MIKE WILLIAMS
The Patriot

Both the Pulaski Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors and 
School Board favor providing 5 
percent raises to teachers along 
with step increases, 5 percent 
raises for support staff as well as 
a new pay scale for custodians.

They just differ on how to pay 
for all of it.

The two boards met Monday 
night in a joint meeting to review 
the school board’s $534,000 re-
quest for additional funding for 
next school year, and the coun-
ty’s plan to address the school 
system’s funding needs.

Board members and staff 
from both the school system and 
county kicked the issue back 
and forth for nearly two hours, 
with tempers even flaring a time 
or two.

At the end of the meeting, 

held as part of the supervisors’ 
work on the 2021-22 fiscal year 
county budget, nothing was de-
cided for sure.

However, the supervisors are 
in favor of a plan to provide the 
school system level funding of 
$15,507,134 – the same as the 
current school year.

The county is proposing the 
$534,000 needed for teacher rais-
es and step increases; raises for 
support staff and a new pay scale 
for custodians come from funds 
set aside by the school board for 
five new school buses. The coun-
ty is recommending the school 
board instead use capital im-
provement funds to buy the five 
buses. Doing that would lessen 
the amount of funds available 
for capital improvement projects, 
meaning the school system must 
delay some capital projects it had 
planned to do in the next year.

The county argued that an 

School officials, supervisors agree on raises, but...
unknown amount of additional 
funding would be available to the 
school system later from revenue 
generated by a tobacco tax after 
July 1 and a carryover of unused 
school funds from the current 
year. Carryover funds are re-
turned to the school system each 
year for capital improvement 
projects, as part of a 10-year cap-
ital plan agreed to last year by 
both boards.

School Superintendent Dr. 
Kevin Siers told the gathering he 
believes the strategy proposed by 
the supervisors sets the school 
system up for problems in the fu-
ture, “Because we’re not funding 
operations like they need to be 
funded.”

“We’d be switching stuff 
around, borrowing from here to 
meet it this year, shifting some-
thing else from operations to cap-
ital next year. It’s a shell game,” 
Siers said.

County Administrator Jona-
than Sweet disagreed.

“It’s not a shell game when 
you’re (school system) getting 
$3.6 million (Federal grant) you 
didn’t plan for last year. I know 
it has restrictions and guidelines, 
but the capital plan also builds 
revenue in the latter years and 
continues to build guaranteed in-
come,” Sweet said.

Plus, he noted the school sys-
tem is receiving over $1 mil-
lion in additional state funding 
for their budget, $640,000 from 
the first year of the capital plan, 
$52,000 more in operations [pro-
posed by the county to go to the 
school system from reductions in 
county health insurance costs], 
“not to mention the carryover.”

“Right now, the money we 
know we can count on for capi-
tal projects is going to be eaten 
up almost entirely to purchase 
school buses if that’s the route 

that is taken with level fund-
ing,” Siers said.

“The main thing is teachers 
get their raise and their step in-
crease and the pay scale for cus-
todians,” Sweet said.

“We’re willing to help the 
school system find solutions to 
accomplish all of their objec-
tives for this fiscal year, for next 
fiscal year and beyond,” Sweet 
assured.

Supervisors Chairman Joe 
Guthrie noted that he believes 
the plan leaves “plenty of room 
for a very ambitious capital im-
provement project agenda for 
the year,” with some projects 
begun in one year and finished 
in the next.

The supervisors will continue 
their budget work over the com-
ing weeks with a new budget 
needed to be approved by the 
end of June.

Photo of a vehicle similar to the 2013 Infinity Cory Steven Mangekian may be driving.

Man sought in suspicious death
of a 60-year-old Fairlawn woman
From Pulaski County
Sheriff’s Office

On April 21, 2021, at approx-
imately 3:30 p.m., the Pulas-
ki County Sheriff’s Office re-
sponded to 6711 Oxford Ave in 
the Fairlawn Section of Pulaski 
County in reference to a possible 
deceased person inside the resi-
dence. 

Upon arrival, units found a fe-
male later identified as 60 year 
old Sandra Lee Mangekian, of 
6711 Oxford Avenue, deceased 
with a suspicious cause of death. 

During the investigation it was 
learned the victim’s vehicle was 
missing from the residence as 
well as a firearm and ammuni-
tion. 

The victim’s vehicle was lo-
cated at another residence within 
the Fairlawn Area where it was 
learned the unoccupied resi-
dence had been broken into and 
a 2013 Infinity SUV with a Vir-
ginia Registration of WTA1304 
was taken. 

The Infinity SUV is an FX3 
Model and silver in color with no 
other identifiers available at this 
time. 

The Pulaski County Sheriff’s 
Office has a person of interest in 
this suspicious death and is ask-
ing for the public’s help in locat-
ing the whereabouts of 26 year 
old Cory Steven Mangekian. 

Cory is described as a white 
male, 5 foot 3 inches tall with 
brown hair and brown eyes. 
Based on the information we 
have, Cory has a tattoo on his 
right forearm with no other iden-
tifiers known at this time. 

Cory Mangekian was last 

known to list himself as homeless 
while in Texas for a short period 
of time but has lived in both Flor-
ida and New Hampshire. Cory 
is believed to have left the area 
in the 2013 Infinity with an un-

known destination, but is consid-
ered both armed and dangerous. 

If you know Cory or his where-
abouts, contact your local law en-
forcement as he is currently want-
ed for Felony Unauthorized Use, 
Felony Breaking and Entering 
and Felony Grand Larceny, with 
additional charges possible in the 
future. 

Attached is the most recent 
photo of Cory Steven Mangeki-
an to include a photo of a vehicle 
similar to the 2013 Infinity he may 
be driving. Updates will be made 
available as we receive credible 
information and what is released 
does not jeopardize the ongoing 
investigation. At this time we 
have nothing further.

2017 photo of Cory Steven 
Mangekian
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May 6

Legion to meet in Radford
The American Legion, Harvey-Howe-Carper Post 30 will meet on 
Thursday, May 6, 7pm at the VFW Post 776 on 102 Watts St. in 
Radford. For further information, please call 250-2283 or 239-9864.

May 11

Sons of Confederate Veterans to meet
The Sons of Confederate Veterans, Stuart Horse Artillery Camp 
1784 will meet on Tuesday, May 11, 7pm at Aly’s Family Italian 
Restaurant on 3204 Riner Rd. in Christiansburg. Dana Jackson will 
give a review of the new book, “Patriots Twice” by Samuel Hood. 
Members of the United Daughters of the Confederacy (UDC) are 
also invited to attend.
For further information, please call 540-320-4315 or 540-239-9864.

June 12

Boating Safety Class at Claytor Lake State Park
The Virginia Department of Wildlife Resources will be holding a 
free in person boating safety class on Saturday, June 12, 2021 from 
8:00 AM till 5:00 PM at Claytor Lake State Park in the Waters Edge 
Building. This course fulfills the state education requirement for all 
personal watercraft and motorboats with 10 or more horsepower. 
Registration is required and can be found at https://www.register-ed.
com/events/view/167760 . Spots are limited.
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The Chauvin Verdict
By Cal Thomas, 
Tribune Content Agency

The guilty verdict against former Minneap-
olis police officer Derek Chauvin on all counts 
was correct, based on the evidence, but the the-
atrics leading up to that trial and after the jurors 
had made their decision was outrageous.

Demonstrations, riots and looting around the 
country since the death of George Floyd had to 
have influenced the jury, the media and public 
opinion.

Comments before, during and after the trial 
by politicians were unhelpful to put it mildly. 
Rep. Maxine Waters represents a district in 
California. Why did she go to Minnesota 
to urgepeople to “stay on the street” and 
“get more confrontational” if Chauvin was 
acquitted? She did something similar when she 
urgedthose opposed to Donald Trump to show 
up at restaurants, gas stations and other public 
places and get in the faces of Trump officials. 
Waters denied she was inciting lawless behav-
ior, but she had no problem claiming Trump 
encouraged the January 6 insurrection at the 
U.S. Capitol in Washington.

Speaker Nancy Pelosi ridiculously said 
George Floyd sacrificed himself for justice.

President Biden called the Floyd family 
before the verdict and said he was “praying for 
the right outcome.” One doesn’t have to be a 
mind reader to know the signal he was sending. 
It is safe to say he wasn’t hoping for Chauvin’s 
acquittal. He and Vice President Kamala Harris 
called again after the verdict. Biden later re-
peated his assertionthat systemic racism infects 
many Americans. In medicine, systemic means, 
“affecting the whole body, or at least multiple 
organ systems.” Apparently, there is no cure for 
systemic racism and the Civil War, civil rights 
legislation and trillions of dollars spent on pro-
grams to help mainly poor African Americans 
is not sufficient atonement for slavery and 
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discrimination. White people are born racist 
according to this point of view.

With his calls to the Floyd family, perhaps 
Biden was following the example of John F. 
Kennedy, who called Coretta Scott King during 
the 1960 presidential campaign. Her husband, 
Martin Luther King Jr., had been arrested for 
violating probation. Kennedy, who was reluc-
tant to lead on civil rights for fear of losing the 
Southern vote, offered Mrs. King his support. 
The call was leaked to the media. King was 
released from jail the following day. The phone 
call was credited with garnering large support 
among African American voters.

As for the riots and demonstrations leading 
up to the Chauvin trial, a Wall Street Journale-
ditorial put it best: “It would be nice to think all 
of this would prompt reflection among those 
who have exploited Floyd’s killing for political 
purposes. But it probably won’t. Even after 
the verdict, commentators who applauded the 
jury gave last year’s riots in American cities 
the credit for inspiring it. Not the facts. Not the 
law. But lawless protests. If a large faction of 
Americans really believes that only mayhem 
in the streets can guarantee justice in America, 
then this verdict will mean little, and we are in 
for far more unrest ahead.”

Three other officers remain to be tried in the 
Floyd case, but the verdict may already be in 
on them as well. How can a jury not have been 
influenced by the lawlessness and the outcome 
of the Chauvin trial?

Is this the way our justice system is to pro-
ceed in the future? Will we have trials by mob 
rule? Someone should ask Attorney General 
Merrick Garland these questions.

Readers may email Cal Thomas at tcaedi-
tors@tribpub.com. Look for Cal Thomas’ latest 
book “America’s Expiration Date: The Fall of 
Empires and Superpowers and the Future of the 
United States” (HarperCollins/Zondervan).

Preponderance of 
Ingratitude 

Awhile ago, I broke my right leg – the 
lower fibula to be exact.  I did such a 
good job of it that surgery was required 
to correct it.  A three-inch titanium plate 
with seven screws were attached to the 
bone to reinforce and strengthen it.  

Later, I underwent a short surgery to 
remove the plate and screws.  My good 
surgeon and the staff at Pulaski Com-
munity Hospital took great care of me 
and I eventually felt like I could run a 
marathon.  However, until the healing 
process was complete, I spent lots of time 
with my leg elevated and surrounded by 
ice packs.    

Translated, that means I was going 
stir-crazy watching TV and listening to 
the radio!  Fortunately, we have Christian 
programming, so my soul was getting a 
tune-up while my body was healing.

Because of this, I had lots of oppor-
tunities to view TV programs that were 
new to me.   Several of these programs 
show how Americans are helping to 
educate, feed and improve the health of 
people in nations throughout the world. 

Now here is where today’s article 
starts.  I also had the opportunity to see 
“American citizens” burning, looting 

and destroying other peoples’ property 
and businesses in the name of “peaceful 
protests”.  I believe that the organizers of 
these protests are using the crisis of the 
day to cover up their true intent.  This 
intent, in part, is to attempt to demolish 
the conservative political movement, 
create chaos and pit social groups 
against each other.  (United we stand, 
divided we fall) 

In an extremely selfish and self-con-
suming effort, some liberals, once again 
are sacrificing America’s integrity, effec-
tiveness, property and lives for personal 
gain: their restoration of personal and/or 
political power.

I am thunderstruck by the reality that 
there are Americans who want to bring 
down this nation and will use any means 

Woke 
Disinformation 
Trumps 
Russian Trolls

that the late 
Robert F. 
Kennedy, a 
bust of whom 
now resides 
in Joe Biden’s 
Oval Office, 
understood 
well the 
reasoning of 
the Founding 

Fathers. “It was indispensably necessary to the inde-
pendence and the very existence of the new Federal 
Government to have a seat of government which was 
not subject to the jurisdiction or control of any State,” 
then-Attorney General Kennedy wrote in the 1960s.

A famous compromise over dinner between rivals 
Alexander Hamilton on one side and Thomas Jefferson 
and Madison on the other led to the creation of Wash-
ington, D.C. along the Potomac River, and Maryland 
and Virginia each ceded land for the purpose. Ulti-
mately, the land west of the Potomac was returned to 
Virginia in 1846.

Further affirming the District of Columbia’s distinct 
status was the 23rd Amendment to the Constitution, 
giving it votes for president and vice president in the 
Electoral College.

Any measure giving the District statehood would 
need to go through the process of amending the Con-
stitution. H.R. 51, the statehood bill the House will 
consider, does not do so. Instead, it shrinks the seat of 
the U.S. government to an area around the Mall, the 
White House, the Capitol, the Supreme Court, and oth-
er federal buildings, and admits the rest of the District 
as a state.

This approach suffers from an additional flaw beyond 
its constitutionality. The 23rd Amendment grants 
electoral votes to the “seat of Government of the United 
States,” not the District of Columbia specifically, mean-
ing that the handful of residents in this area, presum-
ably including the president and his family, would have 
as much weight in the Electoral College as some states.

Giving the residents of the District of Columbia a 
voice in the Federal Government is a worthy goal, but 
it must be done constitutionally. I have introduced a bill 
that meets this standard.

H.R. 2614, the Compact Federal District Act, recog-
nizes the right of D.C. residents to be represented in 
Congress by returning most of the District to Mary-
land. Residents could then vote for a U.S. Representa-
tive and Senators from Maryland.

Maryland would gain by the transaction. It would 
pick up a U.S. Representative and thus more political 
clout. The District has enjoyed solid economic growth 
in the 21st century, and Maryland could expect to 
benefit from this trend. Further, the District and its 
Maryland suburbs share similar voting patterns, and 
the bill provides for a smooth transition of administra-
tion, minimizing any political upheaval.

A smaller seat of the Federal Government would 
remain, preventing it from falling within Maryland and 
potentially being dependent on that state. Its residents 
would be required to vote by absentee ballot, however, 
removing their outsized representation in the Electoral 
College that would otherwise be created by the 23rd 
Amendment.

I believe this solution fairly addresses the desire to 
grant D.C. residents voting representation in the Fed-
eral Government while respecting our oath to uphold 
the Constitution. If these are the goals of the House 
Democrat majority, I would welcome their support for 
the Compact Federal District Act. If House Democrats 
continue to pursue H.R. 51, they indicate that the Con-
stitution and fair representation are subservient to their 
political goals, and they will have my opposition. See LOWERY, page A7

The U.S. House of Representatives will soon vote on 
statehood for the District of Columbia. Proponents have 
offered many reasons in support of the cause, some 
of these arguments having stronger justification than 
others, but they have yet to satisfactorily address what I 
believe to be the greatest counterargument against D.C. 
statehood: the Constitution of the United States.

Among the powers granted to Congress by Article 
I Section 8 is “To exercise exclusive Legislation in all 
Cases whatsoever, over such District (not exceeding ten 
Miles square) as may, by Cession of particular States, 
and the Acceptance of Congress, become the Seat of 
the Government of the United States.”

The purpose of this clause was wise. In a federal 
union, allowing one state to contain the seat of govern-
ment would create the potential for that state to domi-
nate it. James Madison wrote in The Federalist that “a 
dependence of the members of the general government 
on the State . . . might bring on the national councils an 
imputation of awe or influence, equally dishonorable to 
the government and dissatisfactory to” other states.

Madison had been a member of the Continental 
Congress in 1783 when it had fled Philadelphia after 
Pennsylvania’s state government refused to defend it 
from mutinous soldiers. That episode weighed on the 
minds of the Framers.

A 2020 Wall Street Journal opinion piece written by 
lawyers David B. Rivkin Jr. and Lee A. Casey noted 

Retrocession, 
Not Statehood, 
for D.C.

Why do the Russians need to 
bother spreading disinformation 
when our own domestic sources 
do a much better job at it?

We just went through a four-
year national obsession with 
Kremlin disinformation. It sup-
posedly swayed the 2016 presi-
dential election. It was “sowing 
divisions” in American society. 
It accounted for the discovery 
of Hunter Biden’s laptop during 
the 2020 election.

Social media companies were 
excoriated for allegedly letting 
Russian disinfo poison their net-
works, and the American mind.

There was nothing that some 
Russian operators -- spending a 
pittance -- couldn’t do. The for-
mer Time magazine managing 
editor and Obama state depart-
ment official Richard Stengel 
wrote a book called “Informa-
tion Wars: How We Lost the 
Global Battle Against Disinfor-
mation and What We Can Do 
About It.” According to Stengel, 
the Russians had mounted “an 
unprecedented attack against the 
very foundation of our democ-
racy.”

The Russians were amateurs, 
though. If they really knew what 
they were doing, they’d spread 
rank lies about election reforms 
passed by an American state, 
make the deceptions so perva-
sive that the president of the 
United States would casually re-
peat them, unjustifiably dredge 
up memories of a terrible period 
of repression in America, relent-
lessly racialize the debate, and 
intimidate corporate America 
into thoughtlessly entering the 
partisan fight and discrediting 
itself with a significant segment 
of the population.

No, Russian trolls operating 
somewhere in St. Petersburg 
didn’t undertake this highly 
successful information operation 
against the Georgia election law 
-- Stacey Abrams and her allies 
in media and politics did.

If the Russians had the requi-
site skill, they’d spread the false 
story that a talented Ameri-
can governor had sold out his 
citizens by letting a campaign 
contribution distort his distri-
bution of COVID-19 vaccines, 
suppressing all facts to the 
contrary and stoking yet more 
conspiratorial thinking about 
the governor among his political 
opponents.

The Russians couldn’t pull 
this off -- yet “60 Minutes” did, 
in a laughably dishonest report 
about Florida Gov. Ron De-
Santis using the most popular 
grocery store chain in the state 
to get the vaccine in the arms of 
Floridians.

If the Russians were devious 
enough, they’d take a god-awful 
mass shooting, ignore all of the 
evidence about the perpetrator’s 
motives to define it as a crime 
driven by racial hatred, and un-
dermine faith in the local police 
and FBI when they presented 
the facts.

The Russians couldn’t man-
age this, either -- but a veritable 
army of media commentators 
and progressive politicians 
could. They insisted against 
the available evidence that the 
Atlanta spa shooter must have 
been driven by hatred of Asians, 
while Democratic senators 
openly dissented from the FBI 

One Nation
Under God

By Danielle Reid

See NATION, page A7
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to accomplish their sinister goal.  
This has to be the epitome of 
ingratitude!  

We live in the greatest nation 
in the history of the world and 
are blessed beyond belief.  If this 
were not true, we would have 
people fleeing from America 
instead of risking their lives to 
come to America.  Just look at 
the thousands of people daily 
crossing our southern border!

Let me share with you some 
of the information I learned that 
reinforces my gratitude to be an 
American.  The struggles that 
people face in other nations are 
heart wrenching!  Because of the 
AIDS epidemic on the African 
continent, millions of children 
are living as orphans.  Add to 
that, the COVID-19 pandemic.  
More than 14 million people 
are now at risk of starvation in 
six predominately agricultural 
African countries, due to the 
impact of epidemics/pandemics 
and famine. 

Add to that mix the contam-
ination of drinking water and 
food and you have epidemics of 

cholera, escherichia coli diarrhea, 
hepatitis A, typhoid fever, Ebola 
haemorrhagic fever, and human 
parasite infection.  Don’t forget 
the diseases carried by insects 
that include dengue, malaria, 
plague and yellow fever.  

Add to that mix widespread 
drought, floods, terrorism, anar-
chy, civil war, sexual slavery, reli-
gious repression, fiscal irrespon-
sibility, social irresponsibility, 
greed and you’re beginning to get 
a clearer picture of what millions 
of people struggle with daily.   

Add to that mix the inability 
or the refusal of governments to 
intervene on behalf of their peo-
ple and you have a snapshot of 
unacceptable human suffering.

From our nation’s inception, it 
was understood that when a na-
tion is greatly blessed, that nation 
has great responsibility toward 
others.  Americans are a com-
passionate and generous people!  
And our compassion compels us 
to come to the aid of others who 
are enduring unacceptable human 
suffering—whether it is suffering 
initiated by a tyrant or natural 

Thank you to all our First Responders
and Front Line Workers.

NRVNRV  
Septic Tank ServiceSeptic Tank Service

Call
540-980-2101
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director’s statement that the 
shooting wasn’t a hate crime.

If the Russians had the power 
or know-how, they’d spin a story 
of American law enforcement 
as a racist occupying force that 
should be resisted in “largely 
peaceful” protests all over the 
country, putting the cops on their 
back foot and creating an envi-
ronment of spiraling disorder 
and violence in some of the most 
iconic U.S. cities.

Of course, the Russians also 
had nothing to do with this -- 
Black Lives Matter and the me-

dia did all of the hard work and 
have largely managed to ignore 
the rising tide of crime that is un-
doing one of the signal America 
domestic accomplishments of the 
past several decades.

None of this is to dismiss the 
pernicious influence of Russian 
information operations and cyber 
strikes, especially overseas, or to 
minimize the hideousness of the 
Putin regime. But it is galling to 
see the same people who sound-
ed the klaxons about Russians 
undermining faith in the Ameri-
can system for years themselves 

spread -- or at least casually 
accept -- progressive narratives 
based on poisonous lies about 
our own country.

The Russians are never going 
to stop running their information 
campaigns against the West, 
which date back to the Soviet 
Union. But they must occasion-
ally be tempted to stand back in 
envy and awe at all that the U.S. 
promoters of woke narratives 
have been able to accomplish 
without them.

Rich Lowry is editor of the 
National Review.

Continued from Page A6
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disasters.   
As a nation, we are not per-

fect; but we are blessed to have 
a Constutition that has protected 
American citizens for 233 years 
as of September 17, 2021.  As a 
Constitutional Republic, we have 
the ability to correct those imper-
fections through legislation – not 
civil war.  

Now wouldn’t it be wonderful if 
we could persuade our legislators 
to remember their blessings – to 
be greateful instead of greedy – 
and to serve the citizens of the 
nation first instead of first serving 
themselves?

7th District Republicans
pick nominee Saturday
By MIKE WILLIAMS
The Patriot

Saturday (April 24) is deci-
sion day for Republicans in the 
7th Legislative District. It’s the 
day when they will decide who 
will be their party’s nominee to 
run for the House of Delegates 
seat being left vacant by long-
time incumbent Nick Rush.

The issue will be decided by 
Republicans who vote in a “fire-
house primary” from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. 

Three candidates are seeking 
the nomination – Marie March, 
Sherri Blevins and Lowell 
Bowman.

March, a Floyd County resi-
dent, is best known in the New 
River Valley as the owner of 

two popular Christiansburg 
restaurants, Fatback Soul Shack 
and Due South BBQ.

Blevins is a small business 
owner, operating New River 
Valley Driving School for over 
22 years. She is in her first term 
on the Montgomery County 
Board of Supervisors. 

Bowman is a former resident 
of Pulaski County. He is co-own-
er of Bowman-Griffin General 
Contractors and Bowman-Grif-
fin Waste Management. He’s 
also a beef cattle farmer.

Pulaski County Republicans 
will vote Saturday at the New 
River Valley Fairgrounds.

If you regularly vote at the 
Central Gym, Draper Fire De-
partment, Dublin Lions Club, 
Snowville Elementary, the Fair-

grounds or the Hiwassee Fire 
Department you are in the 7th 
Legislative District and eligible 
to vote in the primary.

Republicans in Floyd County 
and the portion of Montgomery 
County that is in the 7th District 
will vote in locations within 
their counties.

There is no absentee voting or 
mail-in voting for this primary, 
as all those participating in the 
primary must vote in person.

A photo ID must be presented 
to vote, and all voters will be re-
quired to sign a Republican Par-
ty loyalty pledge before voting.

Visit www.pcpatriot.com Sat-
urday afternoon to view the re-
sults of the vote.

Marie March Sherri Blevins Lowell Bowman

UAW strike at 
Volvo continues
Patriot Staff Report

As of Thursday afternoon, 
members of the United Auto 
Workers Local 2069 at the Volvo 
Truck plant in Dublin are still on 
the picket line in a strike that be-
gan at 6 a.m. on Saturday, April 
17.

A letter announcing the strike 
was posted on the union’s Face-
book page early Saturday morn-
ing.

A 30-day contract extension 
ended at midnight Friday, April 
16. The extension had been 
agreed to in mid-March by UAW 
and Volvo Group North America 
negotiators.

In the letter to company of-
ficials from Ray Curry, Sec-
retary-Treasurer and Director, 
UAW Heavy Truck Department 
it is stated that union negotiators 
will be “available to reconvene 
negotiations on Monday, April 
26.”

Curry states in the letter that, 
“Over the last three months, we 
(UAW negotiators) have met with 
company representatives in an 
effort to address issues raised by 
our members.

“We are disappointed that 
the company failed to provide 
any substantial offer prior to the 
March 16, 2021 expiration date 
or during the subsequent meet-
ings held during the period in 
which we extended the contract. 
Our goal during both periods 
was to reach a tentative agree-
ment between the parties and 
avoid a strike.”

Curry adds that “many topics 
remain unresolved” including 
wage increases, job security, 
wage progression, etc.

This is the first strike at Volvo 
since February 2008. That work 
stoppage ended in mid-March of 
that year.

In response, Volvo Trucks 
North America said they were 
‘surprised and disappointed’ 
UAW decided to strike

Volvo Trucks North Amer-
ica today issued the following 
statement regarding the United 
Auto Workers union’s decision 
to strike at the New River Val-
ley truck assembly operations in 
Dublin:

 “We are surprised and disap-
pointed that the UAW decided to 
strike,” said NRV Vice President 
and General Manager Franky 
Marchand.  “Progress was be-
ing made, and we had offered 
substantial increases in our em-
ployees’ compensation. We don’t 
understand why the UAW won’t 
allow our employees to continue 
building trucks while we contin-
ue negotiations.  We are commit-
ted to the collective bargaining 
process, and look forward to 
getting back to the table.  We are 
confident that we will be able to 
arrive at an agreement that pro-
vides a competitive wage and 
benefit package for our employ-
ees and families, and helps to en-
sure the plant’s competitiveness, 
long-term growth and sustain-
ability.”

The NRV plant employs more 
than 3,300 people, about 2,900 of 
whom are UAW members.  The 
plant has added 1,100 jobs since 
the current union agreement was 
implemented in 2016 and is on 
track to have a net increase of 
approximately 600 positions in 
2021.
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Water Heaters • Dish Washers
Faucets • Toilets • Drain Cleaning

Repair & Replace Water & Sewer Lines 
Reasonable Prices • No Job Too Small

Pulaski Drain Service 
and Plumbing Repairs

Call 540-998-1223
Experienced, Licensed & Insured

Added To Brick Garden
Friends of the Ratcliffe last Friday morning installed bricks in honor 
of Dan Callahan, “The Voice of the Cougars” and the Hoe and Hope 
Garden Club (top photo). Bricks are available in the garden, located 
in front of the Raymond F. Ratcliffe Memorial Transportation Muse-
um in Pulaski.

Photos courtesy of John Hawley

Live like the money isn’t there
Dear Dave,
I’m 24, single, and I make 

$60,000 a year. I’m also debt-
free and live in an apartment, 
plus I have about $550,000 in a 
brokerage account that’s made 
up of 75 percent mutual funds 
and 25 percent single stocks. The 
money in the brokerage account 
was originally an inheritance of 
$280,000 that has grown since I 
received it in 2007. Am I putting 
my money toward the best invest-
ment possibilities right now? 

Drew
Dear Drew,
You’re in a nice place! I’m glad 

you’re taking your finances and 
your future so seriously.

First of all, I don’t play around 
with single stocks. There’s just 

too much risk there for me. Since I 
don’t invest in single stocks, I don’t 
recommend others do it, either. I 
look at two things when it comes to 
investing—real estate and mutual 
funds. 

I always pay cash for in-
come-producing real estate. And 
when it comes to mutual funds, I 
invest in good, growth stock mu-
tual funds with a solid track record 
of at least 10 years. Now, I don’t 
get mad at people if they want to 
dabble in single stocks a little, but I 
wouldn’t recommend having more 
than 10 percent of your investment 
portfolio wrapped up in them. The 
numbers on playing single stocks 
are just not that good for the indi-
vidual, and besides that, I don’t like 
losing money! If I woke up in your shoes, I’d 

move the 25 percent you have 
in single stocks into good mutu-
al funds. And I wouldn’t use a 
brokerage account. I’d stick with a 
quality financial advisor, one who 
has the heart of a teacher. I think 
you’ll end up doing better with 
your money in the long haul this 
way. It might be a little boring, but 
boring is good when it comes to 
stuff like this. Exciting means you 
stand a good chance of losing a lot 
of money.

You’ve got a good income, 
especially for a single guy who’s 
24, so I’d make those adjustments 
and live like the inheritance money 
wasn’t there. Stay away from 
debt, live on a reasonable budget, 
and make sure you’re putting 15 
percent of your income away for 
retirement. Then, when it’s time a 
few years down the road, use some 
of that inheritance money to pay 
cash for a nice home. 

If you can manage to do all that, 
the money you inherited—even 
with buying a home—will likely 
grow to millions of dollars by the 
time you’re ready to retire. Pretty 
cool situation, Drew!   

—Dave
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BISHOP 
INSURANCE

• Home
• Auto
• Life

540-443-3900
272 A West Main Street, Dublin, Va.

www.bishopins.net

The most recent adjustments to spectator attendance at outdoor 
events in Virginia will allow Pulaski County High School to open 
spring sporting events to the general public.  Baseball, softball, boys 
soccer, girls soccer, boys tennis and girls tennis will  move forward 
this spring normally with Covid mitigation guidelines in place for 
spectators and participants.  All spectators will be required to wear 
a mask covering their mouth and nose as well as maintain social dis-
tancing from non family members.  Spectator compliance with these 
guidelines are necessary for PCHS to continue offering general public 
attendance.  Baseball, softball and soccer tickets will be five dollars 
($5) as in years past.  We look forward to our community coming out 
to support our student athletes safely.

—
Scott Vest
Pulaski County High School
Athletic & Activities Director

Monday 04/26/21
Boys Tennis: Hidden Valley @ 
Pulaski Co.  4:30 pm
Girls Tennis:  Pulaski Co. @ 
Hidden Valley  4:30 pm

Tuesday 04/27/21
Varsity Baseball: Cave Spring @ 
Pulaski Co.  5 pm
JV Baseball:  Pulaski Co. @ 
Cave Spring  5 pm
Varsity Softball:  Pulaski Co. @ 
Cave Spring  5 pm
JV Softball:  Cave Spring @ 
Pulaski Co.  5 pm
Varsity Girls Soccer:  Pulaski 
Co. @ Radford  TBD
Boys & Girls Track:  @ Salem  
4:30 pm

Wednesday 04/28/21
Boys Tennis:  Pulaski Co. @ 
Patrick Henry  4:30 pm
Girls Tennis: Patrick Henry @ 
Pulaski Co.  4:30 pm

Friday 04/30/21
Varsity Baseball:  Pulaski Co. @ 
Blacksburg  5 pm
JV Baseball:  Blacksburg @ 
Pulaski Co.  5 pm
Varsity Softball:  Blacksburg @ 
Pulaski Co.  5 pm
JV Softball:  Pulaski Co. @ 
Blacksburg  5 pm
Boys Soccer: Pulaski Co. @ 
Blacksburg  JV @ 5:30, Varsity 
to Follow
Girls Soccer: Blacksburg @ 
Pulaski Co.  JV @ 5:30, Varsity 
to Follow
Boys Tennis: Pulaski Co. @ 
Blacksburg  4:30 pm
Girls Tennis: Blacksburg @ 
Pulaski Co.  5 pm
-- 
Scott Vest
Pulaski County High School
Athletic & Activities Director

Spring sporting events at PCHS 
now open to general public

PCHS
Sports
Schedule

Darris Nichols

Nichols 
comes home 
to be RU 
basketball 
coach
By RADFORD
ATHLETICS.COM

RADFORD – Darris Nichols 
has been named Radford Univer-
sity’s eighth men’s basketball head 
coach as announced by Director 
of Athletics Robert Lineburg on 
Wednesday afternoon.

 A Radford native, Nichols has 
spent the last six seasons as an as-
sistant coach at the University of 
Florida.

 “Darris Nichols is a star,” Di-
rector of Athletics Robert Line-
burg said. “He was an outstanding 
student-athlete at Radford High 
School and at West Virginia Uni-
versity. He has climbed the ranks 
as an assistant coach all the way 
to the University of Florida in the 
SEC. At each stop, he has made a 
tremendous impact. He has played 
for and worked with some of 
America’s best basketball coaches, 
which is so important. He is pre-
pared and ready for this moment, 
and we are thrilled to welcome 
him home.”

 “With additional coaching ex-
perience at Northern Kentucky, 
Louisiana Tech and now Florida, 
Darris has made his mark on both 

See NICHOLS, page B3

REACH FOR EXCELLENCEREACH FOR EXCELLENCE

Photo courtesy of Hokiesports.com
Architect’s rendition of a renovated Cassell Coliseum. Cassell is the home venue for multiple Hokie sports teams, including men’s and 
women’s basketball, which for the first time in school history both made the NCAA Tournament this year.

Virginia Tech announces $400 million 
Reach for Excellence Campaign

Bold vision outlined for 
Hokie sports to become 
premier program in ACC

From Hokiesports.com

Virginia Tech Tuesday an-
nounced a $400 million fund-
raising campaign to propel Hokie 
sports to the forefront of the At-
lantic Coast Conference, prepare 
generations of student-athletes for 
success in life, and raise the uni-
versity’s profile nationwide.

“Athletics is an important part 
of the Virginia Tech experience, 
supporting the university and our 
local economy, and creating na-
tional visibility that engages our 
worldwide community of alumni, 
friends, and fans,” Virginia Tech 
President Tim Sands said while 
highlighting the Reach for Excel-
lence campaign alongside Athletic 
Director Whit Babcock and other 
university leaders.

The campaign will leverage the 
momentum of recent successes 
on the field and in fundraising, 
such as adding about 10,000 more 
Hokie Club members in the past 
five years and opening the Stu-
dent-Athlete Performance Center, 
thanks to a record gift. Still, lead-
ers acknowledged that the athlet-
ics enterprise needs an infusion of 
revenue in order to compete at the 
top of the ACC. Sands, speaking 
from the main football team meet-
ing room within the Merryman 
Athletic Complex, noted that Vir-
ginia Tech Athletics is well-posi-
tioned for future success, but must 
invest in that success at a level 
comparable to its peers.

“Whit and our roster of talent-

ed coaches are doing a great job,” 
Sands said. “Whit has the right 
long-term vision for athletics, but 
that vision must be powered by 
resources. To take Virginia Tech 
Athletics to the next level of com-
petitiveness, we need to resource 
athletics in the top-third of the ACC 
and the Power Five programs. To 
reach that level, we are commit-
ting to enhancing support from all 
sources, including significant pri-
vate support from this campaign.”

The budget increase will support 
athletics in three primary areas: 
facilities, coaching, and the stu-
dent-athlete experience.

Reach for Excellence is the larg-
est ever campaign for Hokie sports, 
and is part of a broader, $1.5 bil-
lion fundraising initiative known 
as Boundless Impact: The Cam-
paign for Virginia Tech. The goal 
of Reach for Excellence is to have 
raised $400 million by the time 
Boundless Impact closes in Decem-
ber 2027.

“This is an exciting day and the 
culmination of years of careful 
planning,” Babcock said during the 
Reach for Excellence announce-
ment. “We know that our athletics 
program plays a central role in the 
student experience and the strong 
bond our wider community has 
with Virginia Tech. The past year 
has seen financial challenges due 
to COVID-19 and other factors, but 
we are confident in our long-term 
vision and our path to achieve it.

“We appreciate the university’s 
show of support and commitment 
to excellence across Hokie sports. 
We also appreciate all the donors 
who have already stepped forward 
to help — and the many more who 
will. We are all in this together. In-

stead of someone doing everything, 
we’re asking everyone to do some-
thing.”

The Reach for Excellence cam-
paign has five main pillars, which 
are:

•A football enhancement fund to 
build a program that consistently 
competes at the top of the ACC, by 
allotting $30 million over time for 
recruiting, assistant coaches’ sala-
ries, quality-control coaches, player 
development, and capital needs.

•Renovations to improve Cassell 
Coliseum, with at least $50 million 
to be raised privately.

•The Drive for 25 initiative to 
increase Hokie Club membership 
to 25,000 and raise $20 million 
annually for student-athlete schol-
arships.

•Striving for comprehensive 
excellence for all sports by pro-
viding operating expenses, facili-
ty improvements, nutritional and 
strength and conditioning pro-
grams, and more.

•Increasing the number of stu-
dent-athlete scholarship endow-
ments to expand capacity to sup-

port students and broaden reach in 
recruiting.

Speakers at the Reach for Excel-
lence announcement highlighted 
that recent years have seen nu-
merous major successes for the 
athletics program, all supported 
by philanthropy. The men’s and 
women’s basketball teams both 
participated in the NCAA tour-
nament this past March. Wres-
tling and indoor track won ACC 
championships. Multiple sports 
set records for wins in a season, 
including women’s golf, swim-
ming and diving, and soccer. The 
new Student-Athlete Performance 
Center opened in December. And 
a comprehensive overhaul and 
expansion of the football team’s 
strength and conditioning area and 
meeting rooms was unveiled this 
past March.

Multiple Virginia Tech head 
coaches were present at the an-
nouncement of Reach for Excel-
lence, including women’s basket-
ball’s Kenny Brooks, women’s 

See HOKIES, page B8
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Yard Sales

Yard Sale: Newbern United 
Methodist Church will hold a 
yard sale Friday and Saturday, 
May 14 and 15 (rain or shine) 
from 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Yard Sale: Indoor spring yard 
safe at Aldersgate United Meth-
odist Church in Pulaski. Friday, 
April 30 and Saturday, May 
1 from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Break-
fast available (sausage biscuits) 
and lunch (hot dogs and baked 
goods). Huge selection of house-
hold items, furniture and mis-
cellaneous. Masks required and 
COVID guidelines in place.

Yard Sale: Just Kids Stuff Indoor 
Yard Sale, Saturday, May 1. De-
clutter, drop off, shop! Fairlawn 
Church of God Fellowship Hall, 
7 a.m.-noon. All proceeds go to 
benefit the Kids’ Church. Do-
nations due by Friday, April 30. 
Volunteers appreciated!

HELP WANTED

CDL Driver needed ASAP! Ex-
perience with truck and trailer re-
quired. Home every evening and 
off on the weekends. Call 540-
639-9011 or 540-257-0125.

Need someone for one-time yard 
work, weed eating, shrub cutting, 
etc. 540-639-1969.

SERVICES:

Gutter cleaning and repair, grass 
mowing and weed whacking. 
Also, will haul away any metal. 
Price negotiable. Call 440-752-
0639.

FOR SALE: REAL ESTATE

For Sale: Two cemetery plots at a 
VERY GOOD PRICE. Located 
at Highland Memory Gardens in 
Dublin. Call 540-980-1064.

FOR SALE: VEHICLES

For Sale: 1989 Prowler pull-be-
hind camper, 33 feet long. Sleeps 
six full bed. No roof leaks. Tan-
dem axles. Excellent condition. 
New two-door refrigerator with 
freezer on top. $7,500. Call 540-
629-9003.

For Sale: Ford Ranger 1991 XLT. 
V-6 engine. Four-speed transmis-
sion, new clutch, head liner, wa-
ter pump, alternator. Four-wheel 
drive. Good body. Needs little 
work. $2,000. Local seller. Call 
440-752-0639.

FOR SALE:  
MISCELLANEOUS

For Sale: Cast iron coal stove. 
Price negotiable. Call 540-629-
9003.

For Sale: Antique silver set. $200. 
Call 674-0147.
For Sale: Pokemon cards for sale. 
Price negotiable. Local seller. 
Call 440-752-0639.

For Sale: Couch. $75. Call 674-
0147.

For Sale: Table with four stools 
for $300. Call 674-0147.

Three kittens to give to good 
home. Approximately 7 weeks 
old. Call 540-629-9003.

For Sale: Small marble counter-
top. Call 440-752-0639.

For Sale: Two loads of firewood 
for sale. $90. Call 250-4872.

For Sale: Pear shaped diamond 
ring, 14K, size 7, $500. Call 540-
980-5361.

For Sale: Recliner. $50. Call 674-
0147.

For Sale: Stearns and Foster 
queen sized mattress. Good con-
dition, no spots. Local seller. Call 
440-752-0639.

For Sale: Antique China hutch. 
$100. Call 674-0147.

For Sale: Shelf unit. $50. Call 
674-0147.

For Sale: Large headboard. $75 or 
best offer. Call 674-0147.

FAIR HOUSING NOTICE:
We are pledged to the letter and 
spirit of Virginia’s policy for 
achieving equal housing oppor-
tunity throughout the Common-
wealth.
We encourage and support adver-
tising and marketing programs in 
which there are no barriers to ob-
taining housing because of race, 
color, religion, national origin, 
sex, elderliness, familial status or 
handicap.
For more information or to file a 
housing complaint, call the Vir-
ginia Housing Office at (804) 367-
8530; toll-free call (888) 551-3247.
For hearing-impaired, call (804) 
367-9753. E-mail fairhousing@
dpor.virginia.gov.

List Your Real Estate For Sale With Me
• 51 Years of Experience. 

• Principle Broker at McCraw Real Estate 
in Radford. 

• Top Producer. 
• Knows Real Estate Values. 

• State Licensed Auctioneer for 37 Years.  
 • Thousand of Homes Sold. 

I can sell your Home, Farm or 
Land for you! 

REALTOR and Member of New River Val-
ley Multiple Listing Service. I offer the Best 
Real Estate Service you can find.  Call me! 
Terry McCraw today at (540) 320-5200.

STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS
AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Ad-
vertise your upcoming auctions 
statewide and in other states.  
Affordable Print and Digital 
Solutions reaching your tar-
get audiences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Vinyl Replacement Windows 
Starting at $235* Installed w/
Free Trim Wrap Call 804-739-
8207 for MORE details! Ron-
nie Jenkins II Siding, Roofing, 
Gutters and More!

GENERAC Standby Gener-
ators provide backup power 
during utility power outages, so 
your home and family stay safe 
and comfortable. Prepare now. 
Free 7-year extended warranty 
($695 value!). Request a free 
quote today! Call for additional 
terms and conditions. 1-877-
636-0738

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-877-614-6667

ATTN. CONTRACTORS: Ad-
vertise your business statewide 
and in other states. Afford-
able Print and Digital Solu-
tions to reach Homeowners. 
Call Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net 

REAL ESTATE 

ATTN. REALTORS:  Advertise 
your listings regionally or state-
wide. Affordable Print and Dig-
ital Solutions that get results! 
Call Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

D I V O R C E - U n c o n t e s t e d , 
$395+$86 court cost. WILLS 
$195.00. No court appearance. 
Estimated completion time 
twenty-one days. Hilton Oliver, 
Attorney (Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Espanol. BBB 
Member. https://hiltonoliverat-
torneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARAN-
TEED Life Insurance! No med-
ical exam or health questions. 
Cash to help pay funeral and 
other final expenses. Call Phy-
sicians Life Insurance Compa-
ny- 844-509-1697 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/vapress

DOSS’ SEPTIC TANK SERVICE, LLC

Owner/Operator: Chuck Doss
• Licensed & Insured   • 20 Years of Experience

• Calls Welcome Anytime Day or Night
24/7 Emergency Service

(540) 320-4827 / (540) 320-4817

Job search rule for 
unemployment benefits 
returning in June in Va.

RICHMOND, Va. (AP) — Jobless workers collecting unemploy-
ment benefits will be required to report looking for work beginning in 
early June, the Virginia Employment Commission announced Tues-
day.

The work search requirement, part of state and federal law, was sus-
pended during the pandemic. The commission announced earlier this 
month that it would be reinstated, and on Tuesday gave the effective 
date: the week ending June 5. 

“Claimants must search and report two job searches per week,” 
commission spokeswoman Joyce Fogg wrote in an email. 

The requirement will also apply to people who get Pandemic Unem-
ployment Assistance.

Virginia Employment Commissioner Ellen Marie Hess said earlier 
this month that the requirement is coming back as demand for workers 
rises and as vaccines become more widely available.

Place A Card Of Thanks
Thank those who helped and supported 

you during your time of loss with a Card of 
Thanks in The Patriot. 540-808-3949
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Woods, 
Water &
Wildlife

W.A. "Doc"
Davis

LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICES

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
Commonwealth of Virginia 
VA. CODE §§ 1-211.1; 8.01-316, -317, 20-104
Case No. CL21006362-00
Radford Circuit Court
619 Second Street, Radford, VA 24141

ELIZABETH ELLEN REYES v. OSCAR ESMUNDO REYES 
RODAS

The object of this suit is to:
TO OBTAIN A DIVORCE

It is ORDERED that OSCAR ESMUNDO REYES RODAS appear 
at the above-named Court and protect his/her interests on or before 
JUNE 7, 2021.

April 7, 2021                               Rebecca R. Price, Deputy Clerk

Trying Times
Well folks, I was hoping to tell 

of getting on the fishing waters 
this past week with my friend, 
Dick Gregory, but it didn’t work 
out that way. After getting on 
the phone with him and dis-
cussing the latest stocking, he 
was jokingly giving me down 
the country. He said I may have 
messed up where I had written a 
couple weeks ago recommending 
taking your families and going to 
the different streams that are re-
cently stocked and you can learn 
these locations by contacting the 
DGIF.  He stated, “Where there 
were 40 people fishing, there 
are now 80 at these locations.” I 
could not have gone anyway as 
my good wife, Linda, has had to 
have some follow-up surgery and 
I have stayed close to home. 

Dick and I have followed 
this year’s VA Tech baseball 
and we are both big Hokie fans 
and alumni as well. He wanted 
to take in a game as they were 
ranked in the top twenty and 
leading the Coastal Division 
of the ACC by two games over 
Georgia Tech who was in B’burg 
this Friday (the 16th) for a three-
game series. Tech blew an early 
lead and after 2 walks, and two 
errors; the bats of the “Ramblin’ 
Wreck” came alive and our 
Hokies lost 15 to 11. Saturday, 
they came back and beat the 
Yellow Jackets with a shutout, 7 
to zip. We followed some of the 
games on the radio and hoped 
the Hokies could take the Sun-
day game. It was the same as the 
Friday game with an early lead 
by the Hokies; they then ended 
up losing 11 to 4. Georgia Tech 
has played 8 series in Hokieville 
and won all of them.

Dick has taken in some of 
baseball games at Tech and the 

games are not restricted as indoor 
sports have been in the past such 
as the NCAA “March Madness” 
basketball Tournament with few 
fans allowed. Other sports at 
Tech such as the girls’ soft ball 
games are open to the public. It is 
good we have come nearly back 
to full circle after over a year of 
this pandemic. Outdoor activi-
ties such as hunting and fishing 
have had few restrictions placed 
on them. The spectator sports 
(indoor and outdoor) have been 
the ones that have had to suffer. 
Football and basketball for some 
colleges were canceled or with 
shortened seasons. Some of area 
high schools are now just ending 
their playoffs this spring. 

I like what I see when I visit 
the athletic facilities at Randolph 
Park and the one near the Lion’s 
Club in Dublin. People are out 
walking; little fellows are suited 
up practicing Little League foot-
ball and soccer matches are there 
with families and friends looking 
on.

This Covid-19 crisis has 
played havoc to our country 
and the whole world as well. 
Millions of lives have been lost 
and there have been many that it 
has affected mentally as well. I 
feel for students in grade school 
through college that have become 
depressed and complained of 

loneliness accorded to news 
briefs. Having to stay at home 
and do their courses virally is not 
the same as sharing a classroom 
with their friends. We seemed to 
have helped to slow the onslaught 
of this disease by the numbers 
that have had vaccinations and 
I am thankful that my family 
and I have gotten them. What is 
concerning now is that we may 
need an additional booster shot. 
It may be like having to get flu 
shots every year and that’s not a 
guarantee you won’t get the flu. I 
had to go to the emergency room 
on a weekend a couple years ago 
as I had another type of flu. 

People are concerned and 
rightfully so. We need to “keep 
on keeping on” and use caution 
by still wearing masks where 
required and use good hygiene 
practices as recommended by 
CDC.  

There are many things that are 
going on in this country that are 
too many to name in this column. 
As a sportsman, it behooves me 
that we may face another 2nd 
Amendment issue as there has 
been a number of mass shootings 
lately. We don’t know what can 
come out of the state capitals or 
Washington. The NRA is now 
“on the ropes”, but we still have 
some other good gun groups. 

We, as a nation, need to turn 
back to God in that He is still in 
control and the Great Physician. 
Reading the Word and putting 
our lives and trust in his hands is 
the answer. Proverbs 3:6,7 KJV 
reads, “Trust in the Lord with 
all thine heart; and lean not unto 
thine own understanding. In all 
thy ways acknowledge him, and 
he shall direct thy paths.”

Until next time

Public Notice
APPROVAL OF A CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION FROM

AN ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FOR A PROJECT
FUNDED THROUGH THE 

VIRGINIA WATER SUPPLY REVOLVING FUND

Public Notice No.: WSL 013-21
First Publication Date: (April 23, 2021)

The Virginia Department of Health has under consideration a request for a Categorial Exclusion from 
an Environmental Assessment for a waterworks project proposed to be funded through the Virginia 
Water Supply Revolving Fund. The applicant is the Town of Dublin.

Project Description: The project proposes to replace 1,823 existing water meters located within 
existing meter boxes and update 590 touch read meters with radio read capability. There will be no 
earthwork or disturbance around the existing meter boxes.

The applicant feels that the project meets the following exclusion categories established by the 
Department: Replacements of existing equipment or structures at their present location. These activities 
also include reconstruction of curbs and sidewalks, street repaving, and building modifications, 
renovations, and improvements.

Documentation supporting this request includes:
• Categorical Exclusion request prepared by Town of Dublin dated 2/26/2021

Prior to implementing construction, the applicant will obtain all applicable permits. On the basis of 
a review of the request and support documentation, the Virginia Department of Health proposes to 
approve the request.

Persons may comment in writing to the Department on the proposed approval of the Categorical 
Exclusion within 30 days from the first publication date. Comments shall include the name, address, 
and telephone number of the writer and shall contain a complete, concise statement of the factual 
basis for the comments. Only those comments received within this period will be considered by the 
Department. Following the comment period, the Department will make its determination regarding 
the approval.

All comments should be addressed to:  
Kelly Ward
Program Director, Financial and Construction Assistance Programs
Virginia Department of Health – Office of Drinking Water
109 Governor Street
Richmond, Va. 23219

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Pulaski County Board of Supervisors intends to hold public 
hearings beginning at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, April 26, 2021, in 
the Supervisors Meeting Room of the County Administration 
Building, 143 Third Street, N.W., Suite 1 in the Town of Pulaski to 
receive citizens’ comments on the following matters:

a) Pursuant to Section 15.2-2270 of the Code of Virginia, 
1950, as amended, adoption of an ordinance to vacate an 
unimproved right of way shown as a portion of Redwood 
Lane, which portion of Redwood Lane was created by a 
plat of subdivision attached to an instrument recorded in 
the Pulaski County Circuit Court Clerk’s Office in Deed 
Book 177, Page 127. 
b) Pursuant to Article X, Section 6-B of the Constitution of 
Virginia and Section 58.1-3219.14 of the Code of Virginia, 
1950, as amended, adoption of an ordinance granting 
exemption from taxation the real property of the surviving 
spouse of law enforcement personnel, firefighters, search 
and rescue personnel, or emergency medical services 
personnel killed in the line of duty and defined as “covered 
persons” by Section 9.1-400(B) of the Code of Virginia, 
1950, as amended.  

Submission of comments in writing via mail to above address, fax 
(540-980-7717), or e-mail to bos@pulaskicounty.org are preferred. 
A copy of the ordinances is available for public inspection by 
phoning (540) 980-7705 or emailing bos@pulaskicounty.org.  

If you are a disabled individual and would like special auxiliary 
aids or services, please contact the County’s ADA Compliance 
Officer at (540) 980-7800 (TDD accessible) or (540) 980-7705, ten 
(10) days prior to the above meeting date.  

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
Engineering Services for Infrastructure 
Improvements in the Town of Pulaski

The Town of Pulaski is seeking expressions of interest from 
consulting engineering firms who wish to be considered 
to provide professional services for design, bidding and 
contracting, construction admin, and inspection services. Planned 
improvements include a pump station, force main, gravity sewer, 
and related appurtenances. The design will also incorporate a one-
million  gallon process wastewater storage tank on the site of a 
local industrial facility. Wastewater will be stored on site to aid in 
chemical treatment as well as provide storage capacity.

Detailed requirements can be obtained from the Town's Engineering 
Department. 

Proposals are due no later than May 26, 2021 at 3:00 pm.

Any proposals received after this deadline may be returned to the 
offerer unopened. The Town reserves the right to reject any and all 
proposals, and/or divide any project into sections.

A non-mandatory pre-proposal conference will be held in the 
Pulaski Train Depot on May 10, 2021 at 9:00 a.m.

The Town is an equal opportunity/affirmative action employer. 
The Town does not discriminate on the grounds of race, color, or 
national origin or against faith-based organizations.

Inquiries and requests for proposal packets should be addressed to:

Bill Pedigo 
Town of Pulaski 
42 1st Street NW
Pulaski, VA 24301 
bpedigo@pulaskitown.org (540) 994-8616

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
Town of Pulaski, Virginia 

Calfee Community & Cultural Center 
Design Services

 
The Town of Pulaski is seeking non-exclusive proposals from 
qualified architectural firms to provide professional architectural 
services for redesign of former Calfee Training School to be used 
as the Calfee Community & Cultural Center, including a childcare 
center and cultural heritage museum. The Town of Pulaski has 
applied for construction and anticipates notification of the award 
in September 2021.

Detailed requirements can be obtained from the Towns Engineering 
Department.

Any questions pertaining to this RFP, including requests for 
clarifications, should be in e-mail or written form addressed to Bill 
Pedigo, Town Engineer via bpedigo@pulaskitown.org or 42 First 
Street, NW, Pulaski, VA 24301.

Five (5) copies of proposals requested herein must be addressed to 
Bill Pedigo, Town Engineer at the above address and received in 
a sealed envelope clearly marked "Design Services for Town of 
Pulaski - Calfee Community & Cultural Center" no later than 
2:00 p.m., Friday, May 21, 2020. Any proposals received after 
this deadline will be returned to the Respondent unopened.

Call Us For Your Advertising Needs.
540-808-3949

the players he has coached and the 
programs he has been a part of. His 
success speaks for itself.” Presi-
dent Dr. Brian O Hemphill stated. 
“What makes Darris unique is his 
story. As one of ESPN’s top 40 
coaches under 40, his story is one 
of hard work and persistence with 
a continued focus on family. He is 
someone who never lost sight of 
where he came from and the Nich-
ols family values, which were in-
stilled in him at an early age.”

 While at Florida he helped 
coach the Gators to a 123-75 re-
cord that included four straight 

20-win seasons. Nichols and the 
Gators also tallied four straight 
NCAA Tournament bids.

 The 2016-17 season was one 
of the best, while Nichols was at 
UF. Florida earned a 27-9 record 
and reached the Elite Eight of the 
NCAA Tournament. The Gators 
finished second in the SEC with 
a 14-4 record, matching the sec-
ond-most conference wins in team 
history. Florida climbed as high as 
12th nationally in both the AP and 
coaches polls and hit No. 3 in RPI 
and KenPom rankings.

 Nichols, a member of Coaches 4 

Change, garnered a spot in ESPN.
com’s 40 Under 40 in the summer 
of 2020, rated #17 on the national 
list that included both head coaches 
and assistant coaches. He was also 
rated the #2 assistant coach in the 
SEC in a Stadium poll of coaches 
around the league. He has coached 
three future NBA players at Flori-
da in Dorian Finney-Smith, Devin 
Robinson and Chris Chiozza.

 Prior to his six-year (2015-21) 
stint at Florida, he was an assistant 
at Louisiana Tech coaching under 
Mike White during the 2014-15 
season. 

In one season at Wofford (2013-
14), Nichols helped guide the Ter-
riers, who were picked to finish 
sixth in the league by the coaches, 
to a 20-win season and a Southern 
Conference Tournament champi-
onship, earning an automatic bid to 
the NCAA Tournament. 

Continued from Page B1

Nichols
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Draper Valley Baptist Church
3200 Lee Highway
Draper, Va. 24324

Pastor: Alan Pearce
Service Times:

Bible Study Sunday, 5 p.m.
Sunday Worship, 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening, 6 p.m.

Prayer Service, Wed. 6:30 p.m.
Phone: 980-1028

www.drapervalleybaptist.org

Grace Baptist Church
552 E. Main Street
Dublin, Va. 24084

Pastor: Doug Testerman
674-1762

Primary Services:
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Sunday worship

Sunday  Night Power Hour, 6 to 7 p.m.
Wednesday Night 7 to 8 p.m.

Grace Kids and Teens Bible Study

Open Door Baptist Church
4576 Miller Lane

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor: Rev. N.K. Howlett

Primary Services:
Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.

Worship, 11 a.m.
Wednesday Night, 7 p.m.

Phone: 980-2046

Draper United Methodist Church
3080 Greenbriar Road

Draper, VA 24324
Pastor: Mark Asbury

Primary Service Times:
Sunday School, 10 a.m.

Worship, 11 a.m.
Phone: 276-477-3835

Newbern Christian Church
Disciples of Christ

5183 Wilderness Road, Newbern
Rev. Denise and Ken Walker

540-440-8733

Christ Episcopal Church
144 North Washington Ave., Pulaski

Service: 10 a.m. every Sunday
Phone: 980-2413

Email: christ24301@gmail.com
www.christpulaski.dioswva.org

Jordan's Chapel UMC
Pastor: Rev. Becky Wheeler

Worship: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

Cecil's Chapel United Methodist Church
5801 Cecil's Chapel Road, 

Hiwassee, VA  24347
Pastor Mark Asbury

Worship service is 8:45am-9:45am
Sunday School is 10 - 10:45am

Ricky Dishon, 540 239 6360, www.facebook.
com/cecilschapel.umc

Newbern United Methodist Church
5155 Wilderness Road

Exit 98 off I-81 Newbern
Rev. Paige Wimberly

674-6111
Worship Services: 9:45 a.m.

Sunday School: 11 a.m.

Valley Harvest Ministries
1 Harvest Place

P.O. Box 458
Dublin, VA 24084

Senior Pastor Steve Willis 
Associate Pastors: 

Perry Slaughter, Elaine Wood, Derick Burton
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
Wednesday School 7 p.m. 

www.vhmdublin.org
540-674-4729

Mountain View United Methodist Church
6648 Wilderness Road

Dublin, VA 24084
Phone: 540-674-6111

mountainviewumc.yolasite.com/
Pastor: Paige Wimberly

Adult Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Morning Worship with Children's Church at 

11 a.m.

Dublin Baptist Church
Dublin Baptist Church

100 Hawkins StreetDublin, VA 24084
540-674-6061

secretary@dublinbaptistva.org
Website: dublinbaptistva.org

Pastor: Dennis Jones
Morning Worship: 11 a.m.

Wednesday, Adult Bible Study Streamed on 
Facebook: 7 p.m.

First United Methodist Church
301 N. Jefferson Ave. - Pulaski 

(physical address)
135 Fourth St., NW - Pulaski 

(mailing address)
Pastor's Name: Will Shelton

Associate Pastor:
Sebastian Ruiz, Hispanic Pastor

Sunday Services
9:00 AM - Hispanic Worship

9:00AM - Contemporary Worship
10:00AM - Sunday School

11:00AM - Traditional Worship
Contact Info.

Phone:  540.980.3331
e-mail:  office@fumcpulask.org
website:  www.fumcpulask.org

Belspring Baptist Church
6887 Depot Street

Belspring, VA 24058
Pastor Darrell Linkous

Service Times:
Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Sunday worship: 11 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study and 
Youth Group: 7 p.m.

Darrell Linkous: 353-0081
belspringbaptistchurch@gmail.com

Memorial Baptist Church
995 Peppers Ferry Road

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor: Michael S. Jones

Sunday
9:45 am - Sunday School

11:00 am - Worship
Wednesday

6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
(540) 980-4731

Email: dfarley3@verizon.net

River of Life Church
5311 Black Hollow Road, Dublin, Va. 24084

Shawn Burchett, Pastor
Sunday School 9:15 AM

Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Wednesday Evening Life 
Building Service 7:00 PM

www.rolcdublin.com            540-674-4500

Delton Church of God 
of Prophecy

4570 Boyd Road, Draper, VA 24324
Pastor Vickie Lee Viars

deltoncogop@gmail.com   (276) 620-3191
Sunday mornings - 11 AM to 12 PM

Sunday evenings-Facebook live services 
announced on Facebook 

Wednesday evenings- To be announced at 
later future time until COVID-19 ceases
Delton COGOP is following all COVID-19 

safety guidelines of social distancing, masks, 
cleaning, and disinfection.

Heritage Church
6195 Cleburne Boulevard, Dublin

Pastor Mike Pierce
Service Times: 

Wednesdays, 7 p.m.; 
Sundays, 10 a.m.
(540) 674-9220

Website: www.heritagechurch.net
Facebook.com/

HeritageChurchDublinVA

Fairlawn Baptist
6758 Oxford Avenue
Fairlawn, VA 24141

First Missionary Baptist Church
7318 Manns Drive / P.O. Box 90

New River, Virginia 24129
(540) 639-5331

email: fmbc1872@verizon.net
Pastor: Rev. Richard A. Goodman, Sr.

Associate Minister:
Rev. Annette Cheek

Clerk: Mrs. Carlotta Lewis
Sundays: 

Morning Worship  11:00 a.m.
The Lord's Supper - Each First Sunday

Wednesdays: Prayer Meeting &       
Bible Study  6:30 p.m.

Dublin United Methodist Church
P.O. Box 577

424 East Main Street
Pastors Don Hanshew & Don Shelor

(540) 674-5128
office@dublinumc.com
Early Worship - 8:45 am
Sunday School - 9:45 am

Praise & Worship Small Group - 10:00 am
Worship - 10:55 am

Freedom Fellowship Church
1730 West Street

Radford, VA 24141
Sr. Pastor: Jerry W. Collins

540-577-5780
jcollinsfreedomfellowship@yahoo.com

Sunday Service: 10 a.m.
11 a.m. Children’s Church

Wednesday - 7 p.m. Service
7 p.m. Youth Service

Draper's Valley Presbyterian (PCA)
Draper’s Valley Presbyterian (PCA)

2755 Old Baltimore Road, Draper, VA 24324
Senior Pastor: Rev. Robert E. Davis

Associate Pastor: Rev. Roland Mathews
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship Service
8:30 and 11:00 a.m.

Sunday Evening Worship Service 6:15 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Groups and Adult Prayer 

& Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
Phone - 540-994-9015

e-mail - drapers.valley@dvpca.org
website - www.dvpca.org

Sunday Morning Worship Live-Stream • 
11:00 a.m.

(or anytime) on YouTube

Trinity Lutheran 
Church ELCA

2 Fifth Street, N.W., Pulaski
540-980-3624

The Rev. Terrie Sternberg
trinitypulaski @gmail.com

Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
(Sept. - May)

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
(June - Aug.)

Bible Study: Wednesday, 12:30
www.trinitypulaski.org

Trinity United Methodist
Pastor: Judy Yonce

Sunday Worship - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Study - Wednesday, 7 p.m.

528 5th Street, S.E.
Pulaski, Va.

Phone - 980-0820

Snowville Baptist Church
3238 Gum Log Road, Hiwassee

Pastor: Rev. Tony Hart
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Sunday Services: 11 a.m., 6 p.m.
Wednesday Night Service: 7 p.m.

Fairlawn United Methodist Church
7584 Brandon Road, Fairlawn, Va. 24141 

Pastor Mark A. Miller
markmiller.psalm1@gmail.com

Cell) 540-320-2431
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

Sunday Worship (with children's message): 
11 a.m.

Bible Study, Wednesday: 7 p.m.
Youth Ministry
Facebook.com/

Fairlawn-United-Methodist-Church

Grace Ministries
Church of God of Prophecy

1021 Macgill Street
Pulaski, VA 24301

Church: 540-980-2118
Cell: 276-233-8083

Bus Ministry: 540-385-9972
www.pulaskigracemin.com

Email: pulaskigracemin@hotmail.com
Pastor Mike Williams
Children's Ministry

Aaron  & Becky Sampson 
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.
Children’s Church 10:30 a.m.

Children’s Free Breakfast 10:30 a.m.
Ages 5-12

Men’s & Women’s Ministry Wed. 6:30

Faith Bible Church
110 LaGrange Street, Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor: Jim Linkous
Associate Pastor: T.J. Cox

540-980-5433
www.facebook/faithbiblechurch

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.

Sunday Children’s Church: 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening: 6 p.m.

Wednesday Evening Bible Study: 7 p.m.
Children’s Meal: 6:30 p.m.

Children’s and Youth’s Group Classes: 7 p.m.

Dublin Christian Church
5605 Dunlap Road

P.O. Box 1330
Dublin, VA 24084

(540) 674-8434
www.dublinchristianchurch.com

Richard R. Goad, Jr.
Senior Minister

Sunday School 10 a.m.
Worship 11 a.m.

Sunday Evening Worship and 
Youth Meeting, 6 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study and Children's Bible 
Classes, 7 p.m.

First Presbyterian Church
408 N. Jefferson Avenue, Pulaski

Pastor Melissa McNair-King
(540) 980-2132

firstprespulaskiva@gmail.com
www.firstpresbyterianpulaski.org

Sunday Services:
Sept.-May: Sunday School, 9:45 a.m., 

Service 11 a.m.
June-Labor Day: Service 10 a.m.

Wednesday Family Night, 6 - 7:30 p.m.

Obadiah, a minor prophet, was 
from Edom. The Edomite’s were 
descendants of Esau, Jacob’s 
brother. 

Some serious sins that tempt 
and beset folks are alcohol, drugs 
and sexual misconduct. But there 
is a much more pervasive threat 
that is not so easily observed. And 
that is the sin of pride. 

Pride was the sin of Lucifer, the 
anointed angel who covered the 
throne of God. He was lifted up 
in pride, tried to exalt his throne 
over and above God’s throne, and 
for that, he was cast out of Heaven 
along with 1/3 of the angels. 

Pride and over confidence have 
become accepted today by some 
misguided individuals as virtues. 
Pride is no virtue.

Peter wrote, “God resisteth 
the proud and giveth grace to 
the humble. Humble yourselves 
therefore under the mighty hand 
of God, that He may exalt you in 
due time.” 1 Peter 5: 5, 6. 

Jesus said to the church at La-
odicea, “Because thou sayest I am 
rich, and increased with goods, 
and have need of nothing and 
knowest not that thou art wretch-
ed, and miserable and poor and 
blind and naked.” Rev. 3:17. 

Did you ever hear the old say-
ing about a person who is filled 
with pride? “I’d like to buy them 
for what they are worth and sell 
them for what they think they’re 
worth.” If we could do that with a 
prideful person, we could make a 
fortune. 

The prophet Obadiah spoke out 
against the pride of the coun-
try of Edom. Edom stood by 
and watched as Jerusalem was 
invaded by the Babylonians, and 
did nothing to help. In fact, they 
helped to plunder Jerusalem. The 
Babylonian armies destroyed 
the city of Jerusalem and burned 
down the Temple. And they took 
into captivity most of the in-
habitants of Judah, the southern 
kingdom of Israel. The Edomites 
should have helped Judah since 
Jacob and Esau were brothers. 
The sons of Jacob founded the 
twelve tribes of Israel while the 
inhabitants of Edom were the de-
scendants of Esau. Edom stood by 
and wouldn’t lift a finger to help 
their kindred. Esau and Jacob had 
mended their fences, but the de-
scendants of Esau still held hard 
feelings against the descendants 
of Jacob. 

This story began with a proph-
esy that God was stirring up the 
nations against Edom. An ambas-
sador was sent to Edom to call its 
inhabitants into battle on Judah’s 
side but they refused to help. 

Before God judges a nation or 
a county, He usually warns them, 
to give them a chance to repent 
and depart from their wicked 
ways, and if they won’t, then the 
judgment of God will fall heavily 
upon them.

America has been given many 
warnings from the pulpits across 
America to repent and return 
unto God as a Nation or face a 
judgment. But for the most part, 
America is turning a deft ear to 
the warnings and is still teeter-
ing on the brink of destruction 
because many are refusing to take 
heed to the warning to repent and 
turn back to God. 

‘Pride Goeth 
Before 
Destruction,
Haughty 
Spirit Before
A Fall’

See MCCRAW, page B5



The Patriot - April 23, 2021 - Page B5

Thornspring United Methodist Church
5670 Thornspring Church Rd.

Dublin, VA 24084
Pastor: Rev. Teresa Tolbert

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Worship Service: 11 a.m.
Phone: (540) 980-2927

First Baptist Church
5473 Baskerville Street

Dublin, VA 24084
Pastor Wallis Brown

540-674-2677
Service: 11 a.m.

New Dublin Presbyterian Church
5331 New Dublin Church Road

Dublin, VA  24084
Pastor: Sara Jane Nixon

Website:  newdublinpres.org
540-674-6147

Services 11:00 AM Sundays

Community Christian Church
5382 Grace Street, Dublin VA, 24084

540-674-4308
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Worship Service 10:45 a.m.

First Dublin Presbyterian Church (ECO)
409 Church Street, Dublin, Va. 24084

P.O. Box 2027, Dublin, Va. 24084
first-dublin-presbyterian-church-eco.com 

Minister: 
The Rev. Dr. Olin Marsh Whitener, Jr.

Max Creek Baptist Church
3000 Old Route 100 Road, Draper, Va. 24324

www.maxcreek.org
www.facebook.com/maxcreekbaptist

Senior Pastor: Mike Coleman
Youth Minister: Charlie Prince

Director of Visitation: Ersel Alderman
Sunday Services

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11 a.m.

Teen Social and Class: 5 p.m.
Evening Worship: 6 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Classes:7 p.m.

Pulaski Church of God
1621 Bob White Boulevard

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor Donald Jones

540-980-8880
www.pulaskicog.church

Sunday Services
Sunday Life Groups: 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Wednesdays Midweek Connect: 7 p.m.

Showers of Blessing Church of 
God in Christ

305 Newbern Road, Dublin
Pastor Elder Stephen Muse

Come and Worship With Us!
Sunday School: 10:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 11:30 a.m.
Tuesday Night Bible Study: 7-8 p.m.

Randolph Avenue 
United Methodist Church

1607 Randolph Avenue
Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Elston McLain
Worship Service: 11 a.m.
Phone: (540) 980-8775

Pulaski Christian Church, Inc.
4531 Brookmont Road, Pulaski, VA 24301

www.pulaskichristianchurch.com/
Rev. Kathy Warden, Pastor,

(540) 250-2974
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m.
Worship 7 p.m.

Monday Bible Study
7 to 9 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study
7 p.m.

Aldersgate United Methodist
1946 Medallion Drive

Pulaski, VA 24301
(540) 980-1349

Pastor Becky Wheeler
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.

First Baptist Church
220 Magazine Street
Pulaski, VA  24301

540-980-3336
Email: firstbaptist220@gmail.com

Pastor: Rev, Douglas Patterson
Sunday School  10 a.m.

Sunday Worship  11 a.m.
Monday's Child Youth Group, Monday 

Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study  6:30 p.m.

Pulaski Presbyterian Church
(PCA)

975 Memorial Drive
Pulaski, VA 24301

Office Phone:980-2631
Email: pastor@pulaskipca.org
Website: www.pulaskipca.org
Stated Supply: Rev. John Gess

Sunday School: 10:00am
Worship Service: 11:00am

Sure Foundation Christian Fellowship
6598 Annie Akers Road

Radford, VA  24141
(540) 639-3443

Pastor Steve Phillips
Sunday Morning Worship: 10:00 am

Sunday Night Prayer: 5:30 pm
Wednesday Night 

Prophetic Teaching: 6:30 pm

New Hope Chapel
1555 Case Knife Road

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor Darrell Gray

(276) 733-6080
Pastor Gray and congregation invite you to 

New Hope Chapel. 
Service Times: 

10 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Sunday Service

Family Worship Center
First Pentecostal Holiness

955 Memorial Drive, Pulaski
540-980-7287

Jeff Willhoite, Pastor
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.
KidsZone 10:45 a.m.

Evening Worship 6 p.m.
www.fwcpulaski.church

Pulaski First Church of the Brethren
1749 Newbern Road
Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor Frank Peters
Sunday School: 9:45

Worship: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

980-3798

Abundant Life Ministries
3050 Lee Highway

Pulaski, VA 24301 (540) 980-5506
(Mon. - Fri., 9 a.m.-1 p.m.)

Pastor Randall K. Lawrence Sr.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.

Sunday Evenings 6 p.m. by announcement
Wednesday Evenings (Family Night) 6:30-7 

pm children fed, 7:15 pm Bible Classes all ages
Adult Bible Class

THRIVE Teen Class
Children’s Bible Class and 
Special Activitiy Classes

New Life Church of the Nazarene
45 S. Jefferson Avenue

Pulaski, VA 24301 
540-980-2001

www.newlifepulaski.com
email: pastorjuls@verizon.net

Pastor: Julie Armbrister
Sunday School (all ages) 9:30 a.m.

Sunday worship: 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 6 p.m.

Trinity Baptist Church
4008 Robinson Tract Road

Pulaski, VA 24301 
Telephone: 980-8186

Pastor Johnny Howlett
Minister of Education Rev. Steve Taylor

Sunday School - 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m.

Sunday Bible Study - 6 p.m.
Wednesday - Adult Bible Study and Youth 

Group - 7 p.m.

Grace Fellowship Baptist Church
2640 Max Creek Road

P.O. Box 326
Hiwassee, VA 24347
Pastor: Jason N. Aker
Phone: 276-699-3176

pastorjasonaker@gmail.com
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study: 7 p.m.

St. Edwards Catholic Church
Corner of N. Washington Ave. and

7th Street N.W., Pulaski
Phone: 980-6511
Fax: 980-6511

Priest: Fr. Bernie Ramirez
Mass: 11 a.m. Sunday, 5:30 p.m. Thursday

Warriors for Christ II
Bishop Sherman Buckner

600 Skyline Circle
Pulaski, VA 
540-315-2317

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Worship: 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Thursday: 7 p.m. Service

Bob White Boulevard Baptist Church
3826 Bob White Boulevard

Pulaski, VA.
Pastor: Allen Harman

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Preaching: 11 a.m.

Sunday Evening: 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service: 7:30 p.m.

FUNDAMENTALSeagle 
Funeral Home

Todd Bruce, Manager
415 N. Jefferson Ave., Pulaski, 980-1700

I truly believe that God will 
judge America, unless America 
repents and turns back to God. 
Soon Jesus is going to return for 
the rapture of the saints, and after 
that there’ll be 7 years of tribula-
tion such as the world has never 
seen before. 

I believe the rapture of the 
saints is the next great event on the 
calendar of God. Nothing else has 
to happen before the rapture can 
take place. It is closer than anyone 
thinks. So we need to be ready 
to meet the Lord so that we don’t 
miss it. For if we miss the rapture, 
we will have missed it all. 

Verses 2 & 3. “Behold I have 
made thee small among the 
heathen; thou art greatly despised. 
The pride of thine heart hath 
deceived thee. Thou that dwellest 
in the clefts of the rock, whose 
habitation is high; that saith in his 
heart, Who shall bring me down to 
the ground?”

Because of their treachery 
against Judah, Edom was made 
small and despised. The Edomites 
thought too highly of themselves. 
In the eyes of God they were 
small, because God judges people, 
not by their outward appearance 
but by their inward righteousness 
or lack of it.

They were deceived by their 
pride. Some of this pride came 
from the fact that their capital 
was set high upon a rocky plateau 
that could only be attacked from 
one direction. The place where 
they lived was well protected. 
Their habitation was so high that 
they proudly asked, who shall 
bring us down to the ground? The 
Edomites believed that they were 
invincible. But they were wrong. 
Their pride deceived them.

The main message of the book 
of Obadiah is that if we give in to 
pride, it will lead to our downfall. 
What was true for Edom is still 
true to us today. If we lift our-
selves up in pride and think that 
we are invincible, we are asking 
for disaster. 

Obadiah is the shortest book in 
the bible. But its 21 verses present 
a powerful picture of God’s 
opposition to human pride and 
arrogance. Because Edom refused 
to come to the assistance of Judah 
and because Edom was proud 
and pretentious, Edom would be 
humbled. 

Nothing humbles us down like 
defeat. It knocks us off of our 
high horse. America is a power-
ful nation, but we must never be 
over confident and think that we 
can’t be brought down, because 
we can. If God would ever lift his 
hand of protection off of Ameri-
ca, we would fall. Germany and 
Japan almost did it, but God was 
on our side and we won the wars 
with these two powerful nations. 
Because America prayed and our 
soldiers prayed, “Praise the Lord 
and pass the ammunition.” 

“Pride must die in you, or noth-
ing of heaven can live in you.” ― 
Andrew Murray.

Continued from Page B4
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Christ provides the power to man to overcome 
From the writings of the Rev. 

Billy Graham

Q: The word peace is used 
by people from every persua-
sion. It is something I desire. 
What is the true meaning of it? 
-- R.P.

A: Most people yearn for one 
thing more than anything else: 
inner peace. Without it, they 
have no lasting joy or security. 
The word peace is used in the 
Bible in three main ways. First, 
there is spiritual peace -- peace 
between God and man. Second, 
there is psychological peace 

-- peace within. Third, there is 
relational peace -- peace among 
mankind.

The Bible says that sin has 
destroyed or seriously affected 
all three of these dimensions of 
peace. When man was created, 
he was at peace with God, with 
himself, and with others. But 
when he rebelled against God, 
man lost peace in every way. 
These dimensions of peace can 
be restored. Man cannot bring 
this about, but God certainly can, 
and has.

Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, 
was sent into the world to take 

away our sins by His death on 
the cross, therefore making it 
possible for us to be at peace 
-- at peace with God, at peace 
within ourselves, and at peace 
with each other. By His resur-
rection from the dead, Christ 

showed once and for all that 
God desires that all people know 
perfect peace. “For He Himself 
is our peace,... and He came and 
preached peace to you who were 
afar off and to those who were 
near” (Ephesians 2:14-17).

Christ provides the power to 
man to overcome every sin. He 
can break the ropes, fetters, and 
chains of sin; but each person 
must repent, confess, commit, 
and surrender to Christ first. 
Right now, it can be settled and 
man can know the peace, joy, 
and fellowship with God, with 
himself, and with others.

Bible
Trivia

1. Is the book of Agrabah in 
the Old or New Testament or 
neither?

2. Which book repeats this 
paraphrased counsel three times 
to the young women of Jerusa-
lem, “Do not stir up or awaken 
love until it pleases”? Proverbs, 
Psalms, Song of Solomon, Gen-
esis

3. By Roman reckoning, what 
time of day did Jesus meet the 
Samaritan woman at the well? 
Daybreak, Noon, Mid-afternoon, 
Dusk

4. On the island of Patmos, to 
whom was the Book of Revela-
tion given? John, Paul, Matthew, 
Luke

5. Who hid 100 prophets in 
two caves and supplied them 
food and water? Solomon, Phile-
mon, Obadiah, Hosea

6. The Semites were descend-
ed from Shem, the son of ...? 
Moses, Noah, Paul, Jacob

 ANSWERS: 1) Neither; 
2) Song of Solomon (2:7, 3:5, 
8:4); 3) Noon; 4) John; 5) Oba-
diah; 6) Noah

“Test Your Bible Knowledge,” 
a book with 1,206 multiple-choice 
questions by columnist Wilson Ca-
sey, is available in stores and online.

First Baptist Church
325 Randolph Avenue

Pulaski, Va.
Pastor: Dr. Henry Fiske

Phone: 980-6565
fbcpulaskiva@gmail.com
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.
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AN ORGANIZED HOME      
IS A HAPPY HOME

Add space to your kitchen and time to your busy schedule with ShelfGenie’s 
custom pull-out shelves installed in your existing cabinets

®

Schedule Your FREE Design Consultation: 

(866) 982-2260

50% OFF
INSTALLATION*

*Limit one offer per household. Must 
purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Shelves. 

EXP 6/30/21

Hours: Mon - Fri 9am-9pm, Sat 10am - 4pm EST
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PET OF THE WEEKPET OF THE WEEK

Pulaski County Animal Control, 
80 Dublin Park Rd.

Dublin, VA 24084,  540-674-8359
Pet of the Week

Is Sponsored Each 
Week By

Todd Bruce, Mgr. 
Seagle Funeral 

Home

In order to protect both the citizens of Pulaski County and our per-
sonnel, we will be closed to the public until further notice. We will 
alter our adoption process during this time.  If you are interested 
in an animal here at the shelter, please submit your application 
with you may access on our Face Book page:   Pulaski County, VA 
Animal Control, Once your application is approved, you will be 
contacted and a time will be made available for you to do a meet 
and greet.

Monday-Friday 
10AM-4PM and 10AM-12Noon on Saturday

Chance is 7 years old and is 
still very active!  He loves 
to play fetch and go for 
walks.  He will need to be 
the only pet in the home 
and no cats please!   He is a 
sweet boy who loves people 
and belly scratches .   He 
will need to be neutered 
and brought current on 
vaccines.

UPGRADE YOUR ELECTRIC?
FOLLOWING A 12-MONTH LOCKDOWN WE NOW OFFER THE 
FOLLOWING TO BE INSTALLED IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE 

VIRGINIA AND NATIONAL ELECTRICAL CODE:

1. Residential upgrade to 200, 300 or 400 amps.
2. Wire in your generator to electrical panel (several options).
3. Install light fixtures and fans.
4. Add grounded receptacles including GFI for kitchen counter or bathroom.
5. Install carbon monoxide and smoke detectors
6. Replace ungrounded cables.
7. Financing generally available.

William Wohlford, Master Electrician
Phone 540-980-6478

Fully Insured • References Upon Request

April and May Specials
Lots of new fabrics this month. 
Gift Cards for Mother's Day.
10% Off Patriotic Fabric for 

Armed Forces Week
Ms. Audre's Fabrics

206 Main Street • Narrows, Va.
(540) 921-2042

Open 10-6 Tues. - Friday, 10-4 Saturday

volleyball’s Marci Byers, track 
and field and cross country’s 
Dave Cianelli, football’s Justin 
Fuente, women’s golf’s Carol 
Robertson, wrestling’s Tony Ro-
bie, baseball’s John Szefc, men’s 
tennis’ Jim Thompson, and men’s 
basketball’s Mike Young.

Fuente stressed the importance 
of philanthropy to his team’s 
ability to win.

“Achieving and sustaining 
success as a football team begins 
with attracting the right type of 
student-athletes, coaches, and 
support staff to Virginia Tech,” 
Fuente said. “Then it’s our job 
to provide all the resources nec-
essary to develop these young 
men athletically, academically 
and spiritually to reach their full 
potential. When those individ-
uals and your entire team trust 
that you have their best interests 
at heart, you can push them to 
achieve goals that can exceed 
even their own expectations.” 

Fuente continued: “We have a 
responsibility to this university 
and to this football team to give 
these young men the resourc-
es and support that their peers 
across the ACC and other Power 
Five programs currently receive. 
Our staff is dedicated to helping 
Virginia Tech reach its objectives 
on the football field. In turn, we 
need the investment in this pro-
gram and its student-athletes 
to reflect the lofty expectations 
placed on them. 

Robertson, whose women’s 
golf team was recently ranked 
16th nationwide, expressed con-
fidence that Reach for Excel-
lence will empower her and other 
coaches to build programs that 
win on a national scale.

“Our entire athletics depart-
ment has a vision to make all 
sports even better, and the Reach 
for Excellence campaign will do 
exactly that,” she said. “It’s big, 
it’s bold, and it can provide us 
with the resources needed to be 
national championship contend-
ers in all sports. I’m confident 
that our fan base will join in be-
cause we need them. Giving isn’t 
about making a donation — it’s 
about making a difference.”

Babcock affirmed the aspira-
tions for the future of Virginia 
Tech athletics, which in the past 
has had annual operating budgets 
of roughly $100 million.

Continued from Page B1

Hokies

Photo courtesy of Rhiannon Cockerham local store Marketer 

Texas Road House Restaurants 
Donate Meal Gift Cards To Veterans
Barry Cox, Veterans Connection Specialist at New River Commu-
nity College (right) accepts a number of meal gift cards from Zach 
Kennedy, Managing Partner for Texas Road House Restaurants. The 
chain has donated meal gift cards to numerous veterans organizations 
of the New River Valley. Cox accepted the cards on behalf of the 
American Legion, VFW, DAV and AMVETS.

View Obituaries Daily Online at 
www.pcpatriot.com

Fish Fry Planned April 24 
at Radford Church
New Mount Olive United Methodist Church, 309 Russell Avenue, 
Radford (across From R&R Market and Radford Fire Department) 
will hold a fish fry on Saturday, April 24 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Dinners Are $9.00 including 2 Pieces Of deep fried fish, baked 
beans, cole-slaw, rolls and dessert; fish sandwiches, $6.00 (1 Piece 
Of Fish On Bun With Slaw); extra piece of fish, $2.50. COVID 19 
GUIDELINES: Take out orders only. Come by and place your order 
in person and your order will be brought to your car. Face coverings 
required. Call-in orders welcome, call 540-639-6425. Delivery only 
in the Radford area due to COVID-19. Pictured: The United Meth-
odist Men of New Mount Olive Church sponsoring the Fish Fry are: 
Joe Webb, William Wolford, Gilbert Meadows, Odell Palmer and 
Wooster Pack.


