
Locally Owned And Operated

Distributed Free On Fridays For 11 Years!

WEEKEND WEATHER

A chance of showers with a high 
near 69.
Saturday Night - Showers like-
ly and possibly a thunderstorm. 
Mostly cloudy, with a low of 54. 
Chance of precipitation is 60%.

Saturday Sunday

Insuring You & Yours

www.insurancecenterofdublin.com

611 East Main Street
Dublin, VA 24084 • 540-674-4678

Karen Tuggle Lynn WhiteBrad Alley

Home • Auto • Life • Business

A chance of showers before 
8am. Mostly sunny, with a high 
near 68. Chance of precipitation 
is 30%.
Sunday Night - Mostly clear, 
with a low around 47.

Valley Sta昀케ng Inc.Valley Sta昀케ng Inc.
Wright Ave., Dublin, Va.Wright Ave., Dublin, Va.

540-674-3103 540-674-3103     
EEO  Apply Today At www.valleysta昀케ngjobs.com  DRUG FREE

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS!IMMEDIATE OPENINGS!

Skilled And Unskilled Positions
83 Immediate Openings

Great Jobs - Temporary To Permanent With 
Good Attendance And Good Work Ethics.

$500 Sign-on Bonuses For Jobs In Carroll Co. Area

Go To Work Today With Pay From 
$11.00 To $16.00 Per Hour ... All Shifts.

Pulaski • Dubin • Carroll Co. • Wytheville
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7th District Republicans in Pulaski, 
Montgomery and Floyd counties will 

elect a new Delegate this year.
Pulaski County Republicans will vote 

in a “昀椀rehouse primary” Saturday, 
April 24 in the Farris Building at the 
NRV Fairgrounds from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Protect Your 1st and 2nd 
Amendment Rights! 

Vote for Lowell Bowman!

Pulaski Police Chief 
Roche retir ing June 1
From Town of Pulaski

After an accomplished career 
in law enforcement spanning over 
40 years, Police Chief Gary Roche 
will be retiring from the Pulaski 
Police Department on June 1st.

Chief Roche 昀椀rst began his 
law enforcement tenure in 1976, 
when he was hired as a Police Of-
昀椀cer for the Harrisonburg Police 
Department. After serving there 
for two years, he then went on to 
become a Deputy Sheri昀昀 of the 
Roanoke County Sheri昀昀’s O昀케ce 
in 1978. Between then and 2001, 
he held virtually every position 
within the Roanoke County Po-
lice Department, steadily making 
his way up the ranks with his last 
position being Commanding Of-
昀椀cer of their Special Operations 
Division. In 2001, he was hired 
for the position of Police Chief for 
the Town of Pulaski. Before and 
during his career, Police Chief 
Roche also obtained a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Administration 
of Justice and Public Safety from 
Virginia Commonwealth Univer-
sity and a Master of Science de-
gree in Administration of Justice 

Pulaski Police Depar tment photo

Pulaski Police Chief Gar y Roche

See ROCHE, page A2

Over half of county’s citizens have 
received COVID-19 vaccinations
By MIKE WILLIAMS
The Patr iot

Over half of Pulaski County’s 
citizens have received COVID-19 
vaccinations, according to statis-
tics released Wednesday in the 
latest New River Valley Public 
Health Task Force’s new status 
report.

Just over half of Pulaski Coun-
ty’s population – estimated at 
34,066 as of 2018 – have received 
vaccinations … 17,542 to be ex-
act.

In Radford, 7,713 of its 18,339 
population have been vaccinated.

Over 35,000 people in the New 
River Valley – 20.5 percent of the 
NRV’s population – have been 
fully vaccinated to date.

According to the task force’s 
report, there have been 2,481 to-
tal cases of the virus in Pulaski 

County and 2,030 in Radford.
Pulaski County has seen 113 

people hospitalized and 60 deaths 
since the outbreak of the virus.

Radford has recorded 37 hospi-
talizations and 18 deaths.

As of Wednesday’s task force 
update, 5 new cases had been re-
ported in Pulaski County with a 
seven-day average of new cases 
standing at 4.

Radford reported 2 cases as of 
Wednesday with a seven-day av-
erage of 3.

According to the task force, 
here are the top things to know 
right now about the COVID vac-
cinations:

1. Pre-register now! Everyone 
who wants a COVID vaccine 
should pre-register at vaccinate.
virginia.gov. Data entered on the 
state’s pre-registration site is be-
ing used for scheduling local vac-

cination appointments. 
2. Vaccine supply: we an-

ticipate an increase in supply 
through the Federal Retail Phar-
macy Program this month. In ad-
dition, the New Health District’s 
vaccine clinic is prepared to 
vaccinate up to 3,000 individu-
als per day, as vaccine supply al-
lows. Check the CDC’s Vaccine 
Finder for local vaccines. Please 
keep current appointments. Ap-
pointment changes & no shows 
create additional work & delays.

3. At NRVRoadtoWellness.
com 昀椀nd: 

o Weekly vaccine clinic loca-
tions

o Automated scheduling sys-
tem

o Weekly vaccine noti昀椀cations
According to New River Pub-

See COVID, page A2

at Radford University.
With over 4 decades of law en-

forcement experience under his 
belt, Chief Roche has amassed 

a staggering amount of ac-
complishments and accolades. 
Among those achievements are 
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Have You Really Thought Of Everything?

a commendation from the Roa-
noke Chief of Police for his per-
formance at the F.B.I. National 
Academy, a 昀椀rst place award in 
the Virginia Law Enforcement 
Chief’s Challenge in 2001, and 
earning the Virginia Association 
of Chiefs of Police Past Presi-
dent’s Award. Outside of major 
awards, Chief Roche has consis-
tently been involved in profes-
sional and volunteer activities. 
He has held the position of Pres-
ident or Chairman for multiple 
Police Chiefs Associations, and 
has participated in several com-
munity improvement organiza-
tions such as the Pulaski Com-
munity Partners Coalition and 
the Governor’s Mental Health 
Working Group. Chief Roche has 
also been instrumental in secur-
ing continued accreditation with 
the Virginia Law Enforcement 
Professional Standards Commis-
sion for the Pulaski Police De-
partment.

Continued from Page A1

Roche

Continued from Page A1

COVID
lic Health District Director Dr. 
Noelle Bissell, “our cases remain 
low. We have a good, downward 
trend since mid-February.”

“There is discussion nationally 
that we could be on the cusp of 
another surge. Locally, the data 
does not show this – the number 
of new cases in the New River 
Health District has been slowly 
coming down since this winter,” 
Bissell said. 

“We are hopeful that as we 
continue to vaccinate, and as 
the weather improves, more 
activities will move outdoors, 
which will further reduce the 
risk of COVID-19 transmission. 
We continue to encourage the 3 
W’s: watching distance, wear-
ing masks, washing hands. And 
avoid the 3 C’s: crowded spaces, 
closed spaces, close contact.”

Police Chief Roche will be 
greatly missed by all who have 
worked with him at the Town of 
Pulaski. During his time here, he 
has elevated our police depart-
ment to new heights and brought 
about a lasting commitment to the 
improvement of our community 
and the lives of our residents and 
visitors. We wish him well in his 
retirement and salute him for an 
incredible career.

Photo cour tesy Town of Pulaski

Town of Pulaski Honors Anderson On Retirement
At Tuesday night’s meeting of Pulaski Town Council, a resolution was adopted recognizing Captain 
Alfred Anderson for his 25 years of service as a member of the Pulaski Police Department. The resolu-
tion was accepted on his behalf by Police Chief Gary Roche, Lieutenant Jill Neice and Lieutenant Mike 
Parmelee. Presenting the resolution to Chief Roche is Pulaski Mayor Shannon Collins. Anderson retired 
April 1 after completing a total of 36 years of service as a soldier, deputy sheri昀昀 and police o昀케cer “in a 
career dedicated to the protection of his country and his community despite the dangers and hardships 
involved,” the resolution states. Anderson served four years in the U.S. Army as a combat engineer, fol-
lowed by seven years as a deputy in Giles County prior to coming to Pulaski’s PD in 1995. Since joining 
the police department, Anderson has distinguished himself serving in the Patrol Division as an o昀케cer, 
sergeant and lieutenant; in the Investigations Division as a Detective and Detective Sergeant; in the 
Narcotics Division; as the Professional Standards Lieutenant and 昀椀nally as Captain. In the course of his 
service he received the Distinguished Service Award four times, the Life Saving Award and the Combat 
Cross.

Town of Pulaski star ts 
comp plan update process

The Town of Pulaski has started 
the process of updating the Com-
prehensive Plan which captures 
the Town’s vision for the future, 
and guides growth, development, 
investments, and services to im-
prove quality of life, and increase 
opportunities for citizens and cur-
rent/prospective business owners. 
Also, the Town will be evaluat-
ing current issues and practices, 
adapting to changing regulations, 
and working in collaboration with 
the New River Valley Regional 
Commission to navigate this pro-
cess. 

An essential aspect of the Com-
prehensive Plan update is com-
munity feedback and the Town 
is hoping to receive comments 
and suggestions from the pub-

lic throughout the process. To 
provide an accessible feedback 
mechanism for the citizenry, 
the New River Valley Region-
al Commission has developed a 
website where community mem-
bers can track current progress 
on the Comprehensive Plan, get 
information of upcoming meet-
ings and events, review draft 
documents, and make sugges-
tions. Please visit the website 
at https://www.engagenrv.org/
town-of-pulaski, provide your 
feedback, and share it with your 
friends and family. 

Please contact Brady Deal, 
Planner/Economic Developer, 
at 540-994-8619 or by email at 
bdeal@pulaskitown.org with 
questions and/or comments.
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UPGRADE YOUR ELECTRIC?
FOLLOWING A 12-MONTH LOCKDOWN WE NOW OFFER THE 
FOLLOWING TO BE INSTALLED IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE 

VIRGINIA AND NATIONAL ELECTRICAL CODE:

1. Residential upgrade to 200, 300 or 400 amps.
2. Wire in your generator to electrical panel (several options).
3. Install light 昀椀xtures and fans.
4. Add grounded receptacles including GFI for kitchen counter or bathroom.
5. Replace ungrounded cables.
6. Financing generally available.

William Wohlford, Master  Electr ician
Phone 540-980-6478

Fully Insured • References Upon Request

Mike Williams/The Patr iot 

Fire昀椀ghters, County Pay Final Respects To Sheri昀昀 Frank Conner
In a patriotic show of respect, 昀椀re昀椀ghters from Pulaski and Dublin use the two departments’ ladder trucks to hold a huge American 昀氀ag over Memorial Drive in Pulaski on 
Wednesday. The funeral procession for former Sheri昀昀 Frank Conner would moments later proceed from the Pulaski Church of God on Bob White Boulevard, turning right onto 
Memorial and under the patriotic display. Conner, a veteran as well as former lawman and public servant on the Pulaski County Board of Supervisors and other boards, died at 
his home on April 1. He was laid to rest Wednesday afternoon at the Southwest Virginia Veterans Cemetery with full military honors.

Library to o昀昀er evening hours
The Pulaski County Library 

System will be once again o昀昀er-
ing evening hours to the public, 
beginning April 19th! 

We thank everyone for their 
patience as we have tried to ef-
fectively provide library services 
as well as o昀昀er added public 
health safety measures through 
the past year. 

Many of our new health safety 
measures remain in place, but 
we are 昀椀nally able to open for 
evening hours again at this 
point. 

Please see current hours listed 
below. We hope to see more of 
the community in the libraries 
once again; remember to wear 

your mask!

Hours: 

Pulaski Librar y
Monday: 9am – 8pm
Tuesday – Thursday: 9am – 

7pm
Friday: 9am – 5 pm
Saturday: 9am – 2pm

Dublin Librar y
Monday and Tuesday: 9am – 

7pm
Wednesday – Friday: 9am – 

5pm
Saturday: 9am – 2pm

 Justine Far low
Pulaski County Librar y

Public Ser vices Coordinator
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CAROLYN SUE HALL 
SAFEWR IGHT 

Carolyn Sue Hall Safewright, 
age 73 of Draper, died Wednes-
day, March 31, 2021 at her resi-
dence.  She was born on August 
23, 1947 in Pulaski, and was the 
daughter of the late Mary Opal 
Hicks Hall and Foy Macgill Hall.  
Carolyn retired from the Pulaski 
County Clerk of Court’s O昀케ce, 
and was a member of the Drap-
er Valley Pentecostal Holiness 
Church.

In addition to her parent’s, she 
was preceded in death by her 
husband, Charles T. Safewright:  
brother; Ronnie M. Hall.

She is survived by her son: 
Brian C. (Errica) Safewright of 
Madison, AL:  daughter; Ange-
la (Daniel) Wright of Fairplay, 
SC: brother: Richard L. (Robin) 
Hall of Pulaski:  sister; Sharon 
Sl. Hall of Wytheville.  Also 
survived by two nieces: Amanda 
Spain of Shawsville and Alison 
Pollard of Rural Retreat, and a 
special friend: Mary Mabe.

Funeral services were held 
Tuesday, April 6, 2021 at Sea-
gle Funeral Home with Pastor 
Mike Ingo o昀케ciating.  Interment 
followed in Highland Memory 
Gardens.  Flowers will be appre-
ciated, but for those who wish, 
they may make memorial contri-
butions in her memory to Drap-
er Valley Pentecostal Holiness 
Church 5662 E. Lee Highway 
Max Meadows, VA 24360.

Online condolences may be 
sent to the family by visiting 
www.seaglefuneralhome.com  
Arrangements by Seagle Funeral 
Home, Pulaski. 

CLAUDE LESSLIE 
MARTIN 

Claude Lesslie Martin, age 94 
of Pulaski passed away Thurs-
day, April 1, 2021 at his home 
surrounded by family. Born Feb-
ruary 25, 1927 in West Virginia 
he was the son of the late Dexter 
B. Martin and Callie M. Rogers 
Martin. He was also preceded 
in death by his daughter, Vivian 
Green, grandsons, Tim Martin, 
Danny Martin, Jr. “Little Dan-
ny” and seven sisters. After re-
tiring from Xaloy with 20 years 
of service, he went back to what 
his heart desired, logging, cutting 
timber and farming. He loved the 
outdoors, but more importantly 
the love of his life for 77 years, 
his wife Alma.

He is survived by his
 Wife of 77 years – Alma Ilene 

Martin – Pulaski
Children
Betty Steele – Dublin
Norma (Charles) Martin – Rad-

ford
Gordon (Barbara) Martin – 

Bland
Bonnie Gravley – Pulaski
Carol (Sophia) Martin – Draper
Rickey Martin – Pulaski
Danny (Becky) Martin – Hi-

wassee
15 Grandchildren
18 Great Grandchildren
Funeral services were held 

Monday, April 5, 2021 at the 
Bower Funeral Home-Chapel, 
Pulaski with Pastor Don Jones 
o昀케ciating. Interment followed at 
the Highland Memory Gardens, 
Dublin.

To sign Claude’s online guest-
book, please visit www.bowerfu-
neralhome.com

Bower Funeral Homes, Pulaski 
is handling the arrangements for 
the family.

LILLIAN PAULINE 
HOPK INS O’DELL (POLLY) 

Lillian Pauline Hopkins O’Dell 
(Polly) was 78 when she heard 
those sweet and comforting words 
“Come on, My Child. We’re going 
home” on March 30, 2021 at her 
earthly home in Hiwassee, Vir-
ginia where she lived for 40 years.

Born in Smith County, Virgin-
ia on February 25, 1943 to Elsie 
Lee (Prater) Hopkins and Jack B. 
Hopkins, SR. Polly moved with 
her family to Rockville, Mary-
land in her teen years with her 
three sisters, Georgia, Daisy and 
Kay and three brothers, Jack Jr., 
Tom and Jimmy.

Polly worked for  Wades and 
Pulaski Health and Rehabilitia-
tion Center for many years in the 
kitchen.

Polly is survived by her hus-
band of 61 years, Leonard M. 
O’Dell, SR. (Sonny), daughter – 
Theresa O’Dell, son – Rusty & 
Tania O’Dell.

Nanny gave so much to our fam-
ily, she loved us with Agape Love. 
Nann’s legacy will be passed on 
to three grandchildren – Misty & 
Hector Hernandez, Cody & Brit-
tany O’Dell and Ashley & Todd 
Amann. It will also be passed to 
her amazing great grandchildren 
– Nicholas and Joseph Hernandez 
and Noah Amann.

Polly was a beautiful soul. Her 
memory will live on in all of our 
hearts forever.  Those biscuits and 
gravy will be missed. Per her re-
quest, there will be no services.

Psalm 23:1-6

FR ANK ROOSEVELT 
CONNER 

Frank Roosevelt Conner, age 86 
of Dublin, died peacefully Thurs-
day, April 1, 2021, surrounded by 
his family at his residence.  He 
was born in Giles County on Feb-
ruary 1, 1935 and was the son of 
the late Ersha Burton Conner and 
Henry H. Conner.

Frank began his law enforce-
ment career in 1959 working for 
the Department of Corrections at 
Camp 1. He next joined the Sher-
i昀昀’s o昀케ce in 1962. He would be-
come Sheri昀昀 in 1978 and hold that 
position until he retired in 1991. 
After retiring, he became the 
昀椀rst Cougar Assistant Security 
O昀케cer for Pulaski County High 
School. He also served on the 
Pulaski County Board of Super-
visors for the Massie District for 
16 years. During his time on the 
Board of Supervisors he served 
on several committees/boards 
including New River Valley Re-
source Authority, New River Val-
ley Regional Jail Authority and 
Pepper’s Ferry Wastewater Treat-
ment Authority to name a few.  
Frank was a 53-year Mason and 
member of Henry Clay Lodge 
#280 A.F.&A.M. in Dublin.  He 
served as Worshipful Master of 
Virginia May Lodge #38 in Rad-
ford, and was a dedicated mem-
ber of the Kazim Shrine.

In addition to his parents, 
he was preceded in death by a 
daughter:  Drema Conner:  broth-
ers; Cli昀昀ord Conner, Woody 
Conner, William “Tommy” Con-
ner:  sister; Bonnie.

He is survived by his loving 
wife of 65 years, Glorina Fisher 
Conner of Dublin:  sons; Frank 
R. (Joann) Conner, Jr. of West 
Chester, PA, and Michael (Ann) 
Conner of Newbern:  daughter; 
Myra Gay Rasnake of Dublin:  
brothers; James R. “Buddy” Con-
ner of Richcreek, Sidney Allen 
(Rosemary) “Doodle” Conner 
of Carroll County, and Arvin H. 
Conner:  sisters; Donnia, Patsy, 
and Iva:  grandchildren; Alicia 
Conner, Christopher (Nikki) 
Conner, Lydia (Nicky) Conner, 
and Amanda (Clay) Crumpler:  
great-grandchildren; Kaydence, 
Camden, Kashden, Bryson, Bri-
ella, Brystal, Morgan, and Henry.

Funeral services were held 
at Pulaski Church of God on 
Wednesday, April 7, 2021 at the 
Pulaski Church of God with Der-
ek Hinkley o昀케ciating.  Interment 
followed at the Southwest Virgin-
ia Veterans Cemetery with full 

military honors, and a Masonic 
Graveside Committal Service 
o昀케ciated by Henry Clay Lodge 
will follow.  Honorary pallbearers 
will be Pete Huber, Gray Barnes, 
Mike Worrell, Jim Davis, Dennis 
Ritter, Rodney Scott, Joe Levine 
and Mark Armentrout.  In lieu of 
昀氀owers, expressions of sympathy 
may be made in the form of do-
nations to the Shriners Hospital 
for Children at donate.lovetoreh-
rescue.org or 2900 Rocky Point 
Dr. Tampa, Florida 33607.  On-
line condolences may be sent to 
the family by visiting www.sea-
glefuneralhome.com  Arrange-
ments by Seagle Funeral Home, 
Pulaski.

J ER RY DUANE “TONY” 
HORTON 

Jerry Duane “Tony” Hor-
ton, age 65 of Pulaski passed 
away Sunday, April 4, 2021 at 
his home. Born March 14, 1956 
in Pulaski he was the son of the 
late Richard Pierce Horton, Sr. 
and Bonnie Davis Horton. His 
brothers, Robert Larry Horton, 
Richard Pierce Horton, Jr., James 
Edward Horton, Steven Foster 
Horton and sisters, Virginia Faye 
Akers and Janet Elizabeth Sig-
man also preceded him in death.

He is survived by his 
Stepchildren
Kay, Michelle and Jimmy
Number of Step- Grandchil-

dren 
Brother
David Lee (Melissa) Horton – 

KY
Sisters
Linda Horton Blevins – Pulas-

ki
Deborah Horton (Charlie) Hol-

brook – Roanoke
Several Nieces and Nephews
Per Jerry’s wishes there will 

be no services. To sign his online 
guestbook, please visit www.
bowerfuneralhome.com

Bower Funeral Homes, Pulaski 
is handling the arrangements for 
the family.

ETHEL HUNTER TUR NER 
Ethel Hunter Turner, 91, died 

peacefully on Sunday, March 28, 
2021 at her home in Pulaski, Vir-
ginia. 

The Turner family is in the 
care of Mullins Funeral Home & 
Crematory in Radford, Virginia.  
Online condolences may be ex-
pressed at www.mullinsfuneral-
home.com

Remember Your 
Loved One On A 
Special Day With 

An 
In Memoriam

Notice.

Call 
540-808-3949.

Deadline Is Noon 
Wednesday.

PLACE A CARD OF THANKS
Thank those who helped and supported you 

during your time of loss with a 

CARD OF THANKS
In The Patriot

540-808-3949 or  ads@pcpatr iot.com

See Additional 

Obituar ies 

In This Week’s 

Issue On 

Page A5
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NOW OPEN IN DUBLIN
180 Broad Street, Dublin • 540-518-7088

Two Other Locations:
400 N. Washington Ave., Pulaski • 540-980-4060
100 W. Buck Ave., Rural Retreat • 276-250-2160

HAZEL NAOMI BRUNK 
VAUGHN 

Hazel Naomi Brunk Vaughn, 
84, of Little Creek went to be with 
the Lord Monday, April 5, 2021 at 
her home in the presence of her 
family.  She was born in Bland 
Co. on April 28, 1936 and was 
the daughter of the late Huston N. 
Brunk and Genoa Davis Brunk.  
She was also preceded in death by 
her husband of 62 years, Luther 
V. Vaughn; a daughter, Glenda V. 
Lindsey; by four brothers and six 
sisters.

Surviving are:
Son & Daughter-In-Law – 

Rickie & Debora Vaughn
Daughters – Debra Vaughn
Alice V. Gallimore
Foster Son – Joseph and April 

Brunk
Grandchildren – Anthony 

Wright
Rick Vaughn
Ashley ad Je昀昀 Foutz
Gary Lee and Amy Gallimore
Cary and Matt Smith
Amber and Sam Hall
Emily and Travis Woody
11 Great-Grandchildren
Sister – Betty Wolfe of Bland 

County
Many Nieces and Nephews
Hazel’s family would like to 

thank Good Samaritan Hospice 
and Dr. Matt Skewes for their 
care and support.

Funeral services were held 
Thursday, April 8th from the Ste-
vens Funeral Home Chapel with 
Pastor Linda Hale o昀케ciating.  
Interment followed in the South-
west Virginia Veterans Ceme-
tery, Dublin.

Arrangements by Stevens Fu-
neral Home, Pulaski.

GLENDA J EAN POWERS 
HYLTON 

Glenda Jean Powers Hylton, age 
73 of Pulaski passed away Satur-
day, April 3, 2021 at the Pulaski 
Health and Rehabilitation Center. 
Born June 26, 1947 in Marion, 
Virginia she was the daughter of 
the late Howard “Hop” Leonard 
and Peggy Pierce Leonard. Her 
husband, James Franklin Hylton 
and grandson, Trevor Hylton also 
preceded her in death.

She is survived by her 
Children
James “Jimmy” (Melissa) 

Hylton – Pulaski
Lisa Hylton – Pulaski
Je昀昀rey Hylton – Pulaski
7 Grandchildren
4 Great Grandchildren
Brothers & Sisters
Becky (Larry) Mooney – Dub-

lin
Roger (Connie) Leonard – Pu-

laski
Debra Mathena – Pulaski
Teresa Leonard – Pulaski
Ralph (Loretta) Powers – Dub-

lin
Kim Leonard – Pulaski
Linda Woodrum – Pulaski
Funeral services were held 

Thursday, April 8, 2021 at the 
Bower Funeral Home-Chapel, 
Pulaski. Interment followed at 
the Southwest Virginia Veterans 
Cemetery, Dublin.

To sign Glenda’s online guest-
book, please visit www.bowerfu-
neralhome.com

Bower Funeral Homes, Pulaski 
is handling the arrangements for 
the family.

TOMMIE J EAN SIMPKINS 
Tommie Jean Simpkins, 92, 

of Pulaski, VA left this world 
Wednesday March 31, 2021.  She 
was born in Pound, VA on May 6, 
1928 and was the daughter of the 
late Barney and Ida Stapleton.  She 
was also preceded in death by her 
husband, Archie J. Simpkins; and 
a son and daughter-in-law, Wil-
liam (Dan) and Sue Ellen Simp-
kins, Bristol, TN.

Surviving are:
Sons & Daughters-In-Law – Da-

vid & Trish Simpkins, Amesville, 
VA

Allen & Judy Simpkins, Pulas-
ki, VA

Grandchildren – Holly Guen-
ther, Vashon, WA

Cara Simpkins, Bethesda, Md
Julie Simpkins, Piney Flats, TN
John Simpkins, Powell, TN
Ian Simpkins, Carbon Dale, IL
Ben Simpkins, Pulaski, VA
Pat Calhoon, Pulaski, VA
Izza Bella Le昀氀er, Wytheville 

VA
Great-Grandchildren – Briar 

and Willow Guenther, Vashon, 
WA

Many, many friends.
Tommie was employed with 

Peoples Drug Store for 30 plus 
years.  Also, along with her hus-
band, they owned and operated 
Mountain Peddler Book Store.  She 
was a familiar character at local 
昀氀ea markets until her health forced 
her to stop.  She will be missed and 
leaves a large gap in many peoples 
lives.  Thank you, mom, for the 
wonderful childhood and for all of 
your help, advice and patience as 
an adult.  Love you forever.  Rest 
in peace in God’s arms.

Graveside services were held 
Thursday, April 8, 2021 at High-
land Memory Gardens, Dublin, 
VA.  A memorial service will be 
held in May.  In lieu of 昀氀owers the 
family wishes donations be made 
to your favorite charity.

Arrangements by Stevens Fu-
neral Home, Pulaski, VA.

DAILEY HENDERSON 
SMITH 

Dailey Henderson Smith, age 
80 of Dublin, died Monday morn-
ing, March 29, 2021 at Carilion 
New River Valley Medical Cen-
ter.  Dailey was an auto mechanic, 
and worked in various locations in 
Pulaski County, and was a grad-
uate of Vo Tech, now New River 
Community College.  Dailey was 
born on August 10, 1940 in Pu-
laski County, and was the son of 
the late Thelma Lee Dailey Smith 
and Robert Henderson Smith.  He 
was a graduate of the 1959 class 
at Dublin High School, and was 
a member of the Mt. View United 
Methodist Church.  He loved NA-
SCAR and followed and enjoyed 
local sports.

He is survived by a cousin:  
JoAnn Lowman Childress of Ro-
anoke, and her son Joe Childress 
also of Roanoke:  cousin, Bill Wal-
lace of Brevard, NC:  Ashley Bor-
ders of Richmond: special friend, 
Sheri Barnett of Pulaski County.

Graveside funeral services were 
held Thursday, April 8, 2021 at 
Highland Memory Gardens in 
Dublin.  The family would like ex-
tend their appreciation for their ex-
cellent nursing care to the nursing 
sta昀昀 and doctor at Carilion New 
River Valley Medical Center in the 

critical care unit.  Online condo-
lences may be sent to the family by 
visiting www.seaglefuneralhome.
com  Arrangements by Seagle Fu-
neral Home, Pulaski.

CLAR ENCE R AY 
CHR ISLEY 

Clarence Ray Chrisley, age 
85 of Hiwassee passed away 
Wednesday, April 7, 2021 at his 
home. Born June 30, 1935 in Hi-
wassee he was the son of the late 
James Harold Chrisley and Viola 
Blanch Collins Chrisley. He was 
also preceded in death by his wife, 
Edna Christine Covey Chrisley, 
great grandson, Baby Steven, sis-
ter, Ola Lawson and brother, Bil-
ly Chrisley. Clarence worked for 
VDOT for over 35 years. He and 
his wife were 昀氀ea marketeers for 
many years, throughout the area. 
He was a member of the Allisonia 
Pentecostal Holiness Church in 
Allisonia, Virginia.

He is survived by his 
Children
Cathy & Marlon Staples - Hills-

ville
Drema & MSgt Raul Domin-

guez – Max Meadows

Joyce & Steve Holcomb – Hi-
wassee

CJ & Melinda Chrisley – Hi-
wassee

10 Grandchildren
9 Great Grandchildren
1 Great Great Grandson
Funeral services will be held 

2:00 PM – Sunday, April 11, 2021 
at the Bower Funeral Home-Chap-
el, Pulaski with Robin Syke o昀케ci-
ating. Interment will follow at the 
Covey Family Cemetery (Hiwas-
see).

The family will receive friends 
one hour before service time Sun-
day at the Funeral Home. To sign 
Clarence’s online guestbook, visit 
www.bowerfuneralhome.com

Bower Funeral Homes, Pulaski 
is handling the arrangements for 
the family.

EVELYN ELAINE 
(FAR MER) SIMPSON 

Evelyn Elaine (Farmer) Simp-
son, 83, of Radford passed away 
on Thursday, April 1, 2021. She 
was born on December 3, 1937 
to the late Oak and Mary Farmer. 
She was also preceded in death by 
her son, Rocky Giles.

Left to cherish her memory are 
her daughters, Rita Vicars and 
Renee Roop and special daughter-
in-law, Sara Giles; grandchildren, 
Josh Roop, C.J. Roop, Jubal Giles 
and special granddaughter Tosha 
Mosier (Jermere Mosier). Her 
great grandchildren include Elijah 
Simpson, Mekih Martin, Zendaya 
Mosier, Harmony Roop, Rhythm 
Roop, and Liam Wheeler. Eve-
lyn also leaves behind her special 
friend, Wanda Smith and Melissa 
Webb as well as many other spe-
cial friends and family members.

She loved so much her special 
dog and cat, Fritz and Bubba.

The family wishes to thank the 
CCU sta昀昀 at Carilion New River 

Valley Hospital. In lieu of 昀氀ow-
ers, please make contributions to 
St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital or 
the ASPCA.

A visitation will be held 
Wednesday, April 14, 2021 at 
4:00pm at Horne Funeral Home 
with a memorial service to fol-
low at 5:00pm in the Horne Fu-
neral Home Chapel.

Apr il 13
Sons of Confederate Veterans 

The Sons of Confederate Vet-
erans, Stuart-Horse-Artillery 
Camp 1784 will meet on Tues-
day, April 13, 7pm at Aly’s Ital-
ian Family Restaurant at 3204 
Riner Rd. Jonathan McPeak will 
give a talk on the “History of 
the Virginia 45th Infantry Reg-
iment”. Members of the United 
Daughters of the Confederacy 
are also invited to attend. For 
further information, please call 
320-4315 or 239-9864.

On going:
Alcohol Anonymous
Alcohol Anonymous meet Mon-
days at 8 p.m. (closed meeting); 
Wednesday (noon) and Thurs-
day at 8 p.m. (open meetings) at 
Pulaski Presbyterian Church of 
America located at 975 Memo-
rial Drive. Contact number is 
540-440-0066. 

Pulaski Al-Anon Family 
Group 
Pulaski Al-Anon Family Group 
(a support group for friends 
and families of alcoholics) meet 
every Monday night at 8 p.m. at 
Pulaski Presbyterian Church of 
America located at 975 Memo-
rial Drive. Call 540-818-0621. 

PULSE
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I’m a capitalist, Mr. President, 
but you’re not

By Cal Thomas, 
Tribune Content Agency

Back in the day when “Saturday Night 
Live” was funny, Chevy Chase would open the 
“Weekend Update” segment by saying, “I’m 
Chevy Chase ... and you’re not.”

That line came to mind over President 
Biden’s massive tax-and-spend proposals, 
which are unlike anything since FDR, after 
whom Biden appears to be modeling himself. 
The president thinks he’s a capitalist ... but he’s 
not.

In a very short time, we have regressed 
from Ronald Reagan’s “government is not the 
solution to our problem, government IS our 
problem” and Bill Clinton’s declaration that 
“the era of big government is over” to Biden’s 
belief that the era of big government is just 
beginning.

Let’s de昀椀ne two terms. First, capitalism: 
“an economic system in which investment in 
and ownership of the means of production, 
distribution, and exchange of wealth is made 
and maintained chie昀氀y by private individuals or 
corporations, especially as contrasted to coop-
eratively or state-owned means of wealth.”

Now, socialism: “a theory or system of 
social organization that advocates the owner-
ship and control of the means of production and 
distribution, capital, land, etc., by the commu-
nity as a whole, usually through a centralized 
government.”

The de昀椀nition of what 昀椀ts the Biden tax and 
spending blowout is the latter. Treasury Secre-
tary Janet Yellen is ratcheting up the notion that 
only government is the answer to every prob-
lem by proposing a global minimum tax. Axios 
reports what it concludes is the rationale behind 
her thinking: “Convincing other countries to 
impose a global minimum tax would reduce the 
likelihood of companies relocating o昀昀shore, as 
Biden seeks to increase the corporate rate from 
21 percent to 28 percent.”

That’s got it backward, but it typi昀椀es the 
thinking of those whose faith is in ever grow-
ing, more expensive and intrusive government.

Former President Trump’s reduction in 
corporate tax rates persuaded some businesses 

Page A6 - The Patr iot - Apr il 9, 2021 OPINION

to move backto the U.S. from overseas. They 
had exited because of higher taxes.

Mark Zandi, chief economist for Moody 
Analytics, reacted to the Biden administration’s 
tax-and-spend proposals when he told The 
Hill: “It takes a whole di昀昀erent perspective 
on government. ... Ever since Ronald Reagan 
it’s been about government dysfunction, we 
need smaller government, less government. 
... This is the complete opposite. It’s saying 
government and only government can solve 
the problems we have because they’re so large 
and beyond any one of us. Infrastructure is a 
collective problem.”

The obvious question then becomes, if big 
government can solve our problems, why 
hasn’t it solved them by now?

In a 2018 article, Investor’s Business Daily 
quoted the Bureau of Economic Analysis: “...
some $305.6 billion returned to the U.S. from 
overseas accounts (after President Trump 
cut corporate tax rates). That’s a $1.2 trillion 
annual rate, and far more than the $35 billion 
one year before.”

How is returning to the bad old days of high-
er taxes going to convince those companies 
that returned home to stay home? No reporter 
has asked that question and no one in the 
Biden administration has voluntarily o昀昀ered an 
explanation.

Speaking of Chevy Chase, the comedian 
once said: “Socialism works ... [and] Cuba 
might prove that. I think it’s conclusive that 
there have been areas where socialism has 
helped to keep people at least stabilized at a 
certain level.”

Yes, and that level is mutually shared 
mediocrity and, in some cases, mutually shared 
poverty. Capitalism raises boats for those who 
play by its rules, accompanied by shared moral 
values, while socialism, especially when paired 
with communism, sinks too many boats and 
hopes.

Readers may email Cal Thomas at tcaedi-
tors@tribpub.com. Look for Cal Thomas’ latest 
book “America’s Expiration Date: The Fall of 
Empires and Superpowers and the Future of the 
United States” (HarperCollins/Zondervan).

Vaccinated? COVID 
Advice Clear as Mud

If you’re confused about COVID 
vaccine and when our lives are going to 
change for the better, you’re not alone.

We’re considered to be fully vaccinat-
ed once two weeks have passed after the 
second dose of P昀椀zer or Moderna vac-
cines, or two weeks after the one-dose 
Johnson & Johnson.

What’s new is this, per the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention: If fully 
vaccinated, you can be indoors with oth-
er fully vaccinated people without wear-
ing a mask. You can meet indoors with 
unvaccinated people in one household 
unless one of those people has a health 
risk. If you’ve been around someone who 
has COVID, you don’t have to stay away 
from people or get tested unless you have 
symptoms ... or live in a group setting. 
In that case, stay away from others for 
14 days and get tested, even if you don’t 
have symptoms.

Clear as mud, right?
It gets worse. According to the CDC, 

as fabulous as this new vaccine is, even 
if fully vaccinated, we still need to wear 
masks in public. We still need to social 

distance. We still need to avoid medi-
um and large crowds. We still need to 
stay out of poorly ventilated spaces. We 
should delay travel.

So what’s the holdup? Why are we still 
under restrictions after getting the vac-
cine? The best I can 昀椀gure out is that the 
answer lies with the COVID variants, 
the di昀昀erent versions created as the virus 
mutates. It appears that not all of the 
vaccines work equally well on all of the 
variants. Frankly, some of the vaccines 
work rather poorly, depending on which 
variant it encounters.

Until scientists 昀椀gure this out, we still 
need to be cautious: wear masks, stay 
away from people, stay out of crowds. 
Except for getting the vaccine, not much 
has changed.

The Lie Of
Georgia 
Voter  
Suppression

I recently 
read Graham 
Greene’s 
classic novel 
The Power 
and the Glo-
ry. Although 
昀椀ctional, it 
is set in a 
real time and 
place, 1930s 

Mexico. At the time, the socialist government running 
the province of Tabasco was persecuting the Catholic 
Church – in a country along our borders within living 
memory. 

But Greene’s novel portrays not only persecution 
of a faith but its power. The protagonist is an un-
named priest 昀氀eeing for his life from the authorities. 
A 昀氀awed man and well aware of it, the priest feels 
guilt and fear but nevertheless performs his duties and 
attends to the spiritual needs of others. The Power and 
the Glory shows how faith can transcend limitations, 
whether our very own or those imposed by a govern-
ment.

I have told in this column on Easter before a story 
about the Soviet Communist leader Nikolai Bukharin. 
As the story goes, in 1930 he traveled to Kiev to 
speak before a large crowd and vigorously denounced 
religion. After he 昀椀nished, he asked if the audience 
had questions.

In response, a man came to the speaker’s platform 
and shouted to the crowd in the customary Orthodox 
way, “Christ is risen!” The crowd answered back, “He 
is risen indeed!”

The story about Bukharin in Kiev has been told 
many times, but it may be a legend; no reporting at 
the time con昀椀rms it, although the Communist rulers 
of the Soviet Union no doubt would not want such a 
story to be repeated. But decades after the episode 
with Bukharin reputedly took place, the whole world 
could see in a Community-ruled country a simi-
lar widespread a昀케rmation of faith and rejection of 
state-imposed atheism.

In 1979, John Paul II had just become the new pope. 
Formerly Karol Wojtyla of Poland, he made a return 
visit to his homeland in June. Poland at the time was 
ruled by Communists aligned with the Soviet Union, 
and the regime imposed restrictions on worship in 
accord with its atheistic doctrines.

When he returned, hundreds of thousands of Poles 
turned out to see him. They were proud of a native 
son, but they turned out for more than that. As he 
preached to the crowd, they chanted, “We want God!”

Their faith could not be suppressed by Communist 
tyranny, and in the end, their faith outlasted Commu-
nist tyranny.

These stories show how faith can persevere even 
amid the harshest circumstances. So, too, do the 
holidays being observed at this time of year. Passover 
came out of a time when the Jewish people were in 
bondage in Egypt, and Easter commemorates the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ after his trial and cruci-
昀椀xion, overcoming death itself.

For those celebrating like my family and myself, 
I wish you a happy Easter. For all others, I wish you 
peace.

If you have questions, concerns, or comments, feel 
free to contact my o昀케ce.  You can call my Abingdon 
o昀케ce at 276-525-1405 or my Christiansburg o昀케ce at 
540-381-5671. To reach my o昀케ce via email, please 
visit my website at www.morgangri昀케th.house.gov. 
Also on my website is the latest material from my 
o昀케ce, including information on votes recently taken 
on the 昀氀oor of the House of Representatives. See LOWERY, page A7

In our country, we are very fortunate to recognize 
each individual’s ability to practice his or her religion, 
or not practice a religion, as they see 昀椀t.

The current time of year is a period of the utmost 
importance for many people of faith. Two of the 
world’s great religions observe holidays which are 
central to their meaning: Easter in Christianity and 
Passover in Judaism.

As they did last year, these holidays take place 
in the shadow of the COVID-19 pandemic that has 
claimed too many lives. The coronavirus had also 
disrupted many of the activities of daily life, including 
religious observances for people of faith. But the dan-
gers of the pandemic, like many other dangers, cannot 
sti昀氀e belief.

The practice of religious belief has overcome worse. 
Even if we gather with precautions to inhibit the 
spread of the virus or use tools such as Zoom to meet 
virtually, we can still connect with fellow believers 
and express our faith openly. We are still fortunate to 
live in a country where, as George Washington wrote 
to the Jewish congregation of Newport in 1790, “All 
possess alike liberty of conscience and immunities of 
citizenship.”

That has not always been the case anytime or any-
where. One does not have to look far away or far back 
to 昀椀nd di昀昀erent circumstances, in which practicing 
faith openly could be dangerous. 

The 
Perseverance 
of Faith

President Joe Biden is so 
committed to bipartisan cooper-
ation and fact-based governance 
that he’s launched an ignorant 
and incendiary attack on the 
new Georgia voting law. 

Biden says the new law is 
“Jim Crow in the 21st century” 
and “an un-American law to 
deny people the right to vote.”

It’s now practically mandato-
ry for Democrats to launch such 
unhinged broadsides. Elizabeth 
Warren, accusing Georgia Gov. 
Brian Kemp of having stolen his 
2018 election victory over Dem-
ocratic activist Stacey Abrams 
(a poisonous myth), tweeted, 
“The Republican who is sitting 
in Stacey Abrams’ chair just 
signed a despicable voter 
suppression bill into law to take 
Georgia back to Jim Crow.” 

Anyone making this charge 
in good faith either doesn’t 
understand the hideousness of 
Jim Crow or the provisions of 
the Georgia law. 

The old Jim Crow was billy 
clubs and 昀椀re hoses; the alleged 
new Jim Crow is asking people 
to write a driver’s license 
number on their absentee ballot 
envelopes. 

The old Jim Crow was poll 
taxes; the new Jim Crow is 
expanding weekend voting. 

The old Jim Crow was dis-
enfranchising voters en masse 
based on their race; the new 
Jim Crow is limiting ballot drop 
boxes to places they can’t be 
tampered with. 

It’s hard to believe that one 
real voter is going to be kept 
from voting by the new rules. 

To better ensure the security, 
the law requires that voters pro-
vide a driver’s license or state 
ID number to apply for a ballot 
and one of those numbers (or 
the last four digits of a Social 
Security number) when return-
ing the ballot. 

The law narrows the window 
for requesting absentee ballots, 
although still allows plenty 
of time. A voter can request a 
ballot as early as 11 weeks prior 
to an election or as late as 11 
days prior (any later risks the 
completed ballot not getting 
delivered in time).

Ballot drop boxes were a 
pandemic-era innovation in 
Georgia. The law keeps them, 
while limiting their location to 
early voting sites.  

After getting blowback 
over proposed limits on week-
end early voting when Black 
churches run their “Souls to the 
Polls” events, Georgia lawmak-
ers expanded the potential for 
weekend voting.

The law gives the State 
Election Board more author-
ity to take over local election 
operations, but there’s no doubt 
that election o昀케cials in Fulton 
County, where metro Atlanta 
is located and long lines at the 
polls are common, have been 
incompetent. 

Perhaps most controversially, 
it bans people from distributing 
food or drink to voters standing 
in line, an e昀昀ort to keep parti-
sans from trying to sway voters 
near polling places. But poll 
workers can provide food and 
drink for general use. 
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The deeper point is that in the 
contemporary United States, with 
such wide and ready access to the 
ballot, changes around the edges 
don’t disenfranchise people. 

Georgia considered limiting 
no-excuse absentee voting to 
voters 65 and over. Even this 
wouldn’t have dissuaded anyone 
from voting. A study published by 
the Stanford Institute for Eco-
nomic Policy Research found that 
turnout increased in 2020 just as 
much in states without no-excuse 
absentee voting as in states with it. 

Strict voter ID laws have long 
been denounced as voter sup-
pression. It’s not true. According 
to a 2019 working paper for the 
National Bureau of Economic 
Research, “strict ID laws have 
no signi昀椀cant negative e昀昀ect on 
registration or turnout, overall or 

for any subgroup.”
And Democrats issued dire 

warnings about the e昀昀ects of the 
Supreme Court in 2013 ending so-
called preclearance that required 
federal approval of changes in the 
rules in certain jurisdictions.

This, too, was wrong. A paper 
by a Ph.D. candidate at the Uni-
versity of Oregon concludes, “The 
removal of preclearance require-
ments did not signi昀椀cantly reduce 
the relative turnout of eligible 
Black voters.”

None of the facts, though, can 
possibly overcome the attachment 
that Biden and other Democrats 
have to their emotionally resonant 
and politically powerful Jim Crow 
smear.

Rich Lowry is editor of the 
National Review.

Continued from Page A6
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We Are Still In Business Serving The New River Valley.
We Have Experienced, Dependable Employees.

We Get The Job Done At A Fair Price.

We Appreciate Your Business.
Thank You!

Mrs. Jack Horton

Established 1988

Par ticipants in last year’s clean up.

Friends of Peak Creek (FOPC) 
is now o昀昀ering a new service 
project. For groups and individ-
uals who want to give back by 
cleaning up trash from our wa-
terways and can’t participate at 
one of our scheduled clean ups, 
FOPC is willing to sponsor your 
e昀昀orts. 

 The two annual Spring and 
Fall Peak Creek clean ups have 
been and will continue to be a 
keystone service of FOPC; how-
ever, some can’t participate due 
to scheduling con昀氀icts. From 
time to time we get o昀昀ers from 

civic and church groups to volun-
teer but they have speci昀椀c dates 
and times they are available to do 
so. To meet those needs, FOPC 
has come up with a solution. 

 If you are a member of a 
church group, civic group, neigh-
borhood or an individual  who 
wants to add a cleanup activity to 
your resume, FOPC will provide 
bags, grabbers, gloves, safety 
vests, etc. at one of our approved 
locations. Other suggested loca-
tions will be considered if they 
are directly adjacent to a stream 
in Pulaski County. We will con-

duct a safety brie昀椀ng, provide the 
supplies, and arrange for the col-
lected trash to be picked up.

Save the date for our 2021 An-
nual Spring Peak Creek Clean 
Up scheduled for Saturday, April 
24 at 10 AM. Participants should 
meet at 41 First Street NE (park-
ing lot behind the Senior Center) 
for a safety brie昀椀ng and assign-
ments. Grabbers, bags, safety 
vests, gloves, masks, water and 
snacks will be provided. Pan-
demic protocol will be followed.

 Contact us at info@friendsof-
peakcreek.org for more info.

Friends of Peak Creek ready to 
help sponsor your cleanup activity

Members of Board of 
Super visors endorse 
Ballard for  delegate

PEARISBURG, Virginia – On 
Monday, April 5th, The Pulaski 
County Board of Supervisors in-
cluding Joe Guthrie (Chair and 
Cloyd District Supervisor), Laura 
Walters (Ingles District), and Dirk 
Compton (Draper District) are 
proud to endorse Jason Ballard 
for the 12th Delegate District to 
replace Chris Hurst in November. 
They have provided the following 
statements for release: 

“We as Pulaski County elected 
Republicans know that Jason Bal-
lard will represent Southwest Vir-
ginia’s values and needs in Rich-
mond. Something Chris Hurst has 
failed to do.” 

“We de昀椀nitely need a change 
in that Delegate District, and Ja-
son Ballard is the person who will 
go to Richmond and stand up for 
Southwest Virginia. We need to 
replace Chris Hurst,” said Dirk 
Compton. 

“I’m very impressed with Jason 
Ballard and his quali昀椀cations,” 
said Laura Walters. “He is very 
capable of giving us the voice 
we need in the House of Dele-
gates and will get things done for 
Southwest Virginia. Unlike Chris 
Hurst, Jason is from the 12th Dis-
trict. He was born and raised in 
Giles County.” 

“Jason Ballard is a man of great 
ability and integrity who I will 
look forward to working with as 
Delegate for the 12th District,” 
said Joe Guthrie. “The 12 District 
includes two of the three precincts 
I represent on the Board of Super-
visors. So, if you vote at either 
Riverlawn Elementary School or 
at Belspring Methodist Church, 
you’re part of the 12th Delegate 
District. Please vote this Novem-
ber for Jason Ballard for Dele-
gate.” 

Jason is a trial lawyer with the 
law 昀椀rm of Headley Ballard LLC 
and is licensed to practice law in 

Jason Ballard

Virginia and West Virginia. He 
is also a Lieutenant Colonel in 
the US Army JAG Corps. Jason 
resides in Pearisburg, Virginia, 
with his wife, Catherine, and 
they have four children, Sydney, 
William, James, and John Thom-
as. Jason is a member of the 
Pearisburg First United Meth-
odist Church and serves on the 
Pearisburg Town Council. He 
also volunteers his time to serve 
as a coach and on multiple com-
munity committees.
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Obstacles and Answers
Dear Dave,
In your mind, what are some of 

the biggest mental and emotional 
obstacles preventing people from 
addressing their 昀椀nancial prob-
lems?

Roger
Dear Roger,
This is a great question! There 

are always circumstances beyond 
our control that can put us in a bad 
place, 昀椀nancially or otherwise, for 
a season. But to change your situ-
ation when it comes to money, you 
have to be willing to step back and 
honestly look at the overall pic-
ture of what has and hasn’t been 
working—and why. You need to 
be willing to admit you might have 
been wrong about a few things, 
and be open to learning and trying 
new ways.

Myths about money and debt are 
de昀椀nitely near the top of the list of 
things messing people up when it 
comes to their 昀椀nances. I’ve heard 
it said if you tell a lie often enough 
and loudly enough, that lie will 
become accepted as a fact. Repe-
tition, volume, and longevity will 
twist and turn a myth, or a lie, into 

a commonly accepted way of doing 
things. Debt is so ingrained into our 
culture, and has been marketed to 
us so aggressively, that most Amer-
icans can’t envision a car without a 
payment, a house without a mort-
gage, or a college student without 
a loan. We’ve also bought into the 
myth that we can get rich quick. 
We’re living in a microwave soci-
ety, but living right 昀椀nancially is a 

crock pot concept. It takes time. 
Some people are afraid of 

change. Change can be painful, and 
many simply won’t change until the 
pain of where they are exceeds the 
pain of change. When it comes to 
money, where you are right now is a 
sum total of decisions you’ve made 
to this point. If you don’t like where 
you are, you have to admit changes 
need to be made in order for you to 
achieve your dreams. 

Finally, a lot of folks simply ha-
ven’t been taught the proper way 
to manage money. Ignorance is not 
lack of intelligence, it’s a lack of 
know how. There’s a big di昀昀erence 
between the two. Admit, even if it’s 
just to yourself, that you are not a 
昀椀nancial expert. 

Read about money, talk to peo-
ple who have been successful with 
their 昀椀nances, and begin a life-long 
quest to learn as much as you can 
about money and how to manage it 
wisely. What you don’t know about 
money will make you broke, and 
keep you broke! 
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Draper Valley Baptist Church
3200 Lee Highway
Draper, Va. 24324

Pastor: Alan Pearce
Service Times:

Bible Study Sunday, 5 p.m.
Sunday Worship, 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening, 6 p.m.

Prayer Service, Wed. 6:30 p.m.
Phone: 980-1028

www.drapervalleybaptist.org

Grace Baptist Church
552 E. Main Street
Dublin, Va. 24084

Pastor: Doug Testerman
674-1762

Primary Services:
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Sunday worship

Sunday  Night Power Hour, 6 to 7 p.m.
Wednesday Night 7 to 8 p.m.

Grace Kids and Teens Bible Study

Open Door Baptist Church
4576 Miller Lane

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor: Rev. N.K. Howlett

Primary Services:
Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.

Worship, 11 a.m.
Wednesday Night, 7 p.m.

Phone: 980-2046

Draper United Methodist Church
3080 Greenbriar Road

Draper, VA 24324
Pastor: Mark Asbury

Primary Service Times:
Sunday School, 10 a.m.

Worship, 11 a.m.
Phone: 276-477-3835

Newbern Chr istian Church
Disciples of Christ

5183 Wilderness Road, Newbern
Rev. Denise and Ken Walker

540-440-8733

Christ Episcopal Church
144 North Washington Ave., Pulaski

Service: 10 a.m. every Sunday
Phone: 980-2413

Email: christ24301@gmail.com
www.christpulaski.dioswva.org

Jordan's Chapel UMC
Pastor: Rev. Becky Wheeler

Worship: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

Cecil's Chapel United Methodist Church
5801 Cecil's Chapel Road, 

Hiwassee, VA  24347
Pastor Mark Asbury

Worship service is 8:45am-9:45am
Sunday School is 10 - 10:45am

Ricky Dishon, 540 239 6360, www.facebook.
com/cecilschapel.umc

Newbern United Methodist Church
5155 Wilderness Road

Exit 98 o昀昀 I-81 Newbern
Rev. Paige Wimberly

674-6111
Worship Services: 9:45 a.m.

Sunday School: 11 a.m.

Valley Harvest Ministr ies
1 Harvest Place

P.O. Box 458
Dublin, VA 24084

Senior Pastor Steve Willis 
Associate Pastors: 

Perry Slaughter, Elaine Wood, Derick Burton
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
Wednesday School 7 p.m. 

www.vhmdublin.org
540-674-4729

Mountain View United Methodist Church
6648 Wilderness Road

Dublin, VA 24084
Phone: 540-674-6111

mountainviewumc.yolasite.com/
Pastor: Paige Wimberly

Adult Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Morning Worship with Children's Church at 

11 a.m.

Dublin Baptist Church
100 Hawkins Street
Dublin, VA 24084

540-674-6061
secretary@dublinbaptistva.org
Website: dublinbaptistva.org

Pastor: Dennis Jones
Morning Worship: 10 a.m.

Children's Church and Nursery
Evening Service: 6 p.m.

Tuesday: Women's Bible Study, 10 a.m.
Wednesday, Adult Bible Study 7 p.m.

First United Methodist Church
301 N. Je昀昀erson Ave. - Pulaski 

(physical address)
135 Fourth St., NW - Pulaski 

(mailing address)
Pastor's Name: Will Shelton

Associate Pastor:
Sebastian Ruiz, Hispanic Pastor

Sunday Services
9:00 AM - Hispanic Worship

9:00AM - Contemporary Worship
10:00AM - Sunday School

11:00AM - Traditional Worship
Contact Info.

Phone:  540.980.3331
e-mail:  o昀케ce@fumcpulask.org
website:  www.fumcpulask.org

Belspr ing Baptist Church
6887 Depot Street

Belspring, VA 24058
Pastor Darrell Linkous

Service Times:
Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Sunday worship: 11 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study and 
Youth Group: 7 p.m.

Darrell Linkous: 353-0081
belspringbaptistchurch@gmail.com

Memorial Baptist Church
995 Peppers Ferry Road

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor: Michael S. Jones

Sunday
9:45 am - Sunday School

11:00 am - Worship
Wednesday

6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
(540) 980-4731

Email: dfarley3@verizon.net

River of Life Church
5311 Black Hollow Road, Dublin, Va. 24084

Shawn Burchett, Pastor
Sunday School 9:15 AM

Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Wednesday Evening Life 
Building Service 7:00 PM

www.rolcdublin.com            540-674-4500

Delton Church of God 
of Prophecy

4570 Boyd Road, Draper, VA 24324
Pastor Vickie Lee Viars

deltoncogop@gmail.com   (276) 620-3191
Sunday mornings - 11 AM to 12 PM

Sunday evenings-Facebook live services 
announced on Facebook 

Wednesday evenings- To be announced at 
later future time until COVID-19 ceases
Delton COGOP is following all COVID-19 

safety guidelines of social distancing, masks, 
cleaning, and disinfection.

Heritage Church
6195 Cleburne Boulevard, Dublin

Pastor Mike Pierce
Service Times: 

Wednesdays, 7 p.m.; 
Sundays, 10 a.m.
(540) 674-9220

Website: www.heritagechurch.net
Facebook.com/

HeritageChurchDublinVA

Fairlawn Baptist
6758 Oxford Avenue
Fairlawn, VA 24141

First Missionary Baptist Church
7318 Manns Drive / P.O. Box 90

New River, Virginia 24129
(540) 639-5331

email: fmbc1872@verizon.net
Pastor: Rev. Richard A. Goodman, Sr.

Associate Minister:
Rev. Annette Cheek

Clerk: Mrs. Carlotta Lewis
Sundays: 

Morning Worship  11:00 a.m.
The Lord's Supper - Each First Sunday

Wednesdays: Prayer Meeting &       
Bible Study  6:30 p.m.

Dublin United Methodist Church
P.O. Box 577

424 East Main Street
Pastors Don Hanshew & Don Shelor

(540) 674-5128
o昀케ce@dublinumc.com
Early Worship - 8:45 am
Sunday School - 9:45 am

Praise & Worship Small Group - 10:00 am
Worship - 10:55 am

Freedom Fellowship Church
1730 West Street

Radford, VA 24141
Sr. Pastor: Jerry W. Collins

540-577-5780
jcollinsfreedomfellowship@yahoo.com

Sunday Service: 10 a.m.
11 a.m. Children’s Church

Wednesday - 7 p.m. Service
7 p.m. Youth Service

Draper's Valley Presbyter ian (PCA)
Draper’s Valley Presbyterian (PCA)

2755 Old Baltimore Road, Draper, VA 24324
Senior Pastor: Rev. Robert E. Davis

Associate Pastor: Rev. Roland Mathews
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship Service
8:30 and 11:00 a.m.

Sunday Evening Worship Service 6:15 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Groups and Adult Prayer 

& Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
Phone - 540-994-9015

e-mail - drapers.valley@dvpca.org
website - www.dvpca.org

Sunday Morning Worship Live-Stream • 
11:00 a.m.

(or anytime) on YouTube

Trinity Lutheran 
Church ELCA

2 Fifth Street, N.W., Pulaski
540-980-3624

The Rev. Terrie Sternberg
trinitypulaski @gmail.com

Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
(Sept. - May)

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
(June - Aug.)

Bible Study: Wednesday, 12:30
www.trinitypulaski.org

Trinity United Methodist
Pastor: Judy Yonce

Sunday Worship - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Study - Wednesday, 7 p.m.

528 5th Street, S.E.
Pulaski, Va.

Phone - 980-0820

Snowville Baptist Church
3238 Gum Log Road, Hiwassee

Pastor: Rev. Tony Hart
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Sunday Services: 11 a.m., 6 p.m.
Wednesday Night Service: 7 p.m.

Fairlawn United Methodist Church
7584 Brandon Road, Fairlawn, Va. 24141 

Pastor Mark A. Miller
markmiller.psalm1@gmail.com

Cell) 540-320-2431
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

Sunday Worship (with children's message): 
11 a.m.

Bible Study, Wednesday: 7 p.m.
Youth Ministry
Facebook.com/

Fairlawn-United-Methodist-Church

Grace Ministr ies
Church of God of Prophecy

1021 Macgill Street
Pulaski, VA 24301

Church: 540-980-2118
Cell: 276-233-8083

Bus Ministry: 540-385-9972
www.pulaskigracemin.com

Email: pulaskigracemin@hotmail.com
Pastor Mike Williams
Children's Ministry

Aaron  & Becky Sampson 
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.
Children’s Church 10:30 a.m.

Children’s Free Breakfast 10:30 a.m.
Ages 5-12

Men’s & Women’s Ministry Wed. 6:30

Faith Bible Church
110 LaGrange Street, Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor: Jim Linkous
Associate Pastor: T.J. Cox

540-980-5433
www.facebook/faithbiblechurch

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.

Sunday Children’s Church: 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening: 6 p.m.

Wednesday Evening Bible Study: 7 p.m.
Children’s Meal: 6:30 p.m.

Children’s and Youth’s Group Classes: 7 p.m.

Dublin Chr istian Church
5605 Dunlap Road

P.O. Box 1330
Dublin, VA 24084

(540) 674-8434
www.dublinchristianchurch.com

Richard R. Goad, Jr.
Senior Minister

Sunday School 10 a.m.
Worship 11 a.m.

Sunday Evening Worship and 
Youth Meeting, 6 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study and Children's Bible 
Classes, 7 p.m.

First Presbyter ian Church
408 N. Je昀昀erson Avenue, Pulaski

Pastor Melissa McNair-King
(540) 980-2132

昀椀rstprespulaskiva@gmail.com
www.昀椀rstpresbyterianpulaski.org

Sunday Services:
Sept.-May: Sunday School, 9:45 a.m., 

Service 11 a.m.
June-Labor Day: Service 10 a.m.

Wednesday Family Night, 6 - 7:30 p.m.

Ephesians 5:14-16. “Where-
fore He saith, Awake thou that 
sleepest, and arise from the dead, 
and Christ shall give thee light. 
See then that ye walk circum-
spectly, not as fools, but as wise.  
Redeeming the time, because the 
days are evil.”  

We are living in the last days. 
Tribulation such as the world has 
never known is coming upon 
the inhabitants of the earth. It’s 
almost time for the Lord to come. 
It’s no time for the members of 
the Church to be sleeping at the 
switch. 

Jesus is coming for His bride, 
just any day now, to provide an 
escape for the faithful from the 
horrors of the tribulation peri-
od. We need to have our lamps 
trimmed and burning brightly, so 
that when the call is made for us 
to “come up hither” we’ll rise to 
meet our blessed Lord in the air.  

In the parable of the ten virgins, 
there were 昀椀ve wise and 昀椀ve fool-
ish virgins who were awaiting the 
coming of the wedding party. The 
昀椀ve wise virgins were vigilant, 
prepared and had brought extra 
oil with them, so they would have 
a su昀케cient supply to replenish 
their lamps, should the bride-
groom delay His coming. And 
when the call was made, “Behold 
the Bridegroom cometh,” the 昀椀ve 
wise virgins trimmed their lamps, 
and went out to meet the Bride-
groom, and joined the wedding 
party. 

The 昀椀ve foolish virgins weren’t 
prepared. They brought no extra 
oil with them and when their 
lamps went out, they had no light. 
Because they were unprepared, 
they were unable to 昀椀nd their way 
to greet the wedding party and 
were left behind.

To be left behind when Jesus 
comes would be the most horrify-
ing thing that anyone could ever 
experience. We can miss a train 
or a bus and there will most likely 
be another one that will come by. 
But once the Rapture of the Saints 
takes place, there’ll not be another 
opportunity to go out and meet 
Christ and be caught away with 
Him up into Heaven.  

While the virgins were waiting 
for the Bridegroom to come, 
they all slumbered and slept. 
One preacher said, the wise slept 
a peaceful sleep, knowing that 
when the Bridegroom came, they 
would hear the call, arise, relight 
their lamps, and go out to meet 
the Lord. The 昀椀ve foolish slept the 
sleep of negligence and weren’t 
prepared, and therefore, not ready 
to go. 

No one knows when Jesus will 
return, so we have to have our 
spiritual lamps lit, and an ample 
supply of the oil of the Holy Spirit 
to keep our lamps lit, should He 
delay His coming. If our spiritual 
reservoirs are empty, because the 
Spirit of God has been quenched 
in our lives or grieved by the 
harboring of sin in our hearts, our 
feet won’t leave the ground come 
Rapture time. 

The only di昀昀erence between 
the wise and the foolish virgins 
was, 昀椀ve were ready to meet the 
Lord and 昀椀ve were not. The main 
point of this parable is that we 
must be ready to meet Jesus when 
He comes. We won’t have time 
to get ready when He comes. His 
coming will be sudden.   If we’re 
not ready to meet Him, we will be 
left behind.

While the Bridegroom tarries, 
we have to go do the necessary 
things to survive. We attend the 

Awake, 
Thou That 
Sleepest

See MCCRAW, page A9
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Thornspr ing United Methodist Church
5670 Thornspring Church Rd.

Dublin, VA 24084
Pastor: Rev. Teresa Tolbert

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Worship Service: 11 a.m.
Phone: (540) 980-2927

First Baptist Church
5473 Baskerville Street

Dublin, VA 24084
Pastor Wallis Brown

540-674-2677
Service: 11 a.m.

New Dublin Presbyter ian Church
5331 New Dublin Church Road

Dublin, VA  24084
Pastor: Sara Jane Nixon

Website:  newdublinpres.org
540-674-6147

Services 11:00 AM Sundays

Community Chr istian Church
5382 Grace Street, Dublin VA, 24084

540-674-4308
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Worship Service 10:45 a.m.

First Dublin Presbyter ian Church (ECO)
409 Church Street, Dublin, Va. 24084

P.O. Box 2027, Dublin, Va. 24084
昀椀rst-dublin-presbyterian-church-eco.com 

Minister: 
The Rev. Dr. Olin Marsh Whitener, Jr.

Max Creek Baptist Church
3000 Old Route 100 Road, Draper, Va. 24324

www.maxcreek.org
www.facebook.com/maxcreekbaptist

Senior Pastor: Mike Coleman
Youth Minister: Charlie Prince

Director of Visitation: Ersel Alderman
Sunday Services

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11 a.m.

Teen Social and Class: 5 p.m.
Evening Worship: 6 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Classes:7 p.m.

Pulaski Church of God
1621 Bob White Boulevard

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor Donald Jones

540-980-8880
www.pulaskicog.church

Sunday Services
Sunday Life Groups: 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Wednesdays Midweek Connect: 7 p.m.

Showers of Blessing Church of 
God in Chr ist

305 Newbern Road, Dublin
Pastor Elder Stephen Muse

Come and Worship With Us!
Sunday School: 10:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 11:30 a.m.
Tuesday Night Bible Study: 7-8 p.m.

Randolph Avenue 
United Methodist Church

1607 Randolph Avenue
Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Elston McLain
Worship Service: 11 a.m.
Phone: (540) 980-8775

Pulaski Chr istian Church, Inc.
4531 Brookmont Road, Pulaski, VA 24301

www.pulaskichristianchurch.com/
Rev. Kathy Warden, Pastor,

(540) 250-2974
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m.
Worship 7 p.m.

Monday Bible Study
7 to 9 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study
7 p.m.

Aldersgate United Methodist
1946 Medallion Drive

Pulaski, VA 24301
(540) 980-1349

Pastor Becky Wheeler
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.

First Baptist Church
220 Magazine Street
Pulaski, VA  24301

540-980-3336
Email: 昀椀rstbaptist220@gmail.com

Pastor: Rev, Douglas Patterson
Sunday School  10 a.m.

Sunday Worship  11 a.m.
Monday's Child Youth Group, Monday 

Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study  6:30 p.m.

Pulaski Presbyter ian Church
(PCA)

975 Memorial Drive
Pulaski, VA 24301

O昀케ce Phone:980-2631
Email: pastor@pulaskipca.org
Website: www.pulaskipca.org
Stated Supply: Rev. John Gess

Sunday School: 10:00am
Worship Service: 11:00am

Sure Foundation Chr istian Fellowship
6598 Annie Akers Road

Radford, VA  24141
(540) 639-3443

Pastor Steve Phillips
Sunday Morning Worship: 10:00 am

Sunday Night Prayer: 5:30 pm
Wednesday Night 

Prophetic Teaching: 6:30 pm

New Hope Chapel
1555 Case Knife Road

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor Darrell Gray

(276) 733-6080
Pastor Gray and congregation invite you to 

New Hope Chapel. 
Service Times: 

10 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Sunday Service

Family Worship Center
First Pentecostal Holiness

955 Memorial Drive, Pulaski
540-980-7287

Je昀昀 Willhoite, Pastor
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.
KidsZone 10:45 a.m.

Evening Worship 6 p.m.
www.fwcpulaski.church

Pulaski First Church of the Brethren
1749 Newbern Road
Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor Frank Peters
Sunday School: 9:45

Worship: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

980-3798

Abundant Life Ministr ies
3050 Lee Highway

Pulaski, VA 24301 (540) 980-5506
(Mon. - Fri., 9 a.m.-1 p.m.)

Pastor Randall K. Lawrence Sr.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.

Sunday Evenings 6 p.m. by announcement
Wednesday Evenings (Family Night) 6:30-7 

pm children fed, 7:15 pm Bible Classes all ages
Adult Bible Class

THRIVE Teen Class
Children’s Bible Class and 
Special Activitiy Classes

New Life Church of the Nazarene
45 S. Je昀昀erson Avenue

Pulaski, VA 24301 
540-980-2001

www.newlifepulaski.com
email: pastorjuls@verizon.net

Pastor: Julie Armbrister
Sunday School (all ages) 9:30 a.m.

Sunday worship: 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 6 p.m.

Trinity Baptist Church
4008 Robinson Tract Road

Pulaski, VA 24301 
Telephone: 980-8186

Pastor Johnny Howlett
Minister of Education Rev. Steve Taylor

Sunday School - 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m.

Sunday Bible Study - 6 p.m.
Wednesday - Adult Bible Study and Youth 

Group - 7 p.m.

Grace Fellowship Baptist Church
2640 Max Creek Road

P.O. Box 326
Hiwassee, VA 24347
Pastor: Jason N. Aker
Phone: 276-699-3176

pastorjasonaker@gmail.com
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study: 7 p.m.

St. Edwards Catholic Church
Corner of N. Washington Ave. and

7th Street N.W., Pulaski
Phone: 980-6511
Fax: 980-6511

Priest: Fr. Bernie Ramirez
Mass: 11 a.m. Sunday, 5:30 p.m. Thursday

Warr iors for Chr ist II
Bishop Sherman Buckner

600 Skyline Circle
Pulaski, VA 
540-315-2317

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Worship: 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Thursday: 7 p.m. Service

Bob White Boulevard Baptist Church
3826 Bob White Boulevard

Pulaski, VA.
Pastor: Allen Harman

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Preaching: 11 a.m.

Sunday Evening: 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service: 7:30 p.m.

FUNDAMENTALSeagle 
Funeral Home

Todd Bruce, Manager
415 N. Jefferson Ave., Pulaski, 980-1700

Church of our choice. But the most 
important thing we are to do is 
to be watching and waiting, with 
anxious anticipation and eager 
expectation, for the coming of the 
Lord. We must be born again of 
the Spirit, and we must keep that 
experience alive and well, and be 
ready, should the Lord come or 
call. 

If we’re just playing Church, 
we’ll be left behind. We can’t be 
living borderline lives with one 
foot in the world and one foot in 
the Church and expect to go with 
Jesus when He comes. 

He’s not coming for halfhearted 
Christians. He’s coming for whole-
hearted Christians. He’s not com-
ing for those with their hands in 
the cookie jars of the world. He’s 
coming for those who are without 
spot or wrinkle, or any such thing. 
He’s coming for His bride, His 
love, His heart. He’s coming for 
those who love His appearing. 

“Awake thou that sleepest.” We 
must make sure that we have our 
priorities in order and our sins un-
der the blood of Jesus. This scrip-
ture speaks volumes to those who 
have fallen into spiritual apathy.   
It is a call for them “wake up.” To 
gird up the loins of their minds. To 
live their lives exercising self-con-
trol, so as not to be overcome by 
the temptations of the world. 

One of these days, the Rapture 
of the Saints is going to become 
a reality! We’re going to defy 
gravity as we rise to meet the 
Lord in the air. We’ll join our 
departed loved ones who have 
died in Christ, who shall rise 昀椀rst. 
And then we which are alive and 
remain, will be caught up together 
with them to meet Jesus in the air, 
and so shall we ever be with the 
Lord. (1 Thes. 4:16, 17) 

“See that ye walk circumspectly, 
not as fools, but as wise.”  To walk 
circumspectly is to walk carefully. 
We must be careful about how we 
live our lives and live them for the 
Lord. We must be careful about 
the paths that we trod. Those who 
are wise, live for God. Those who 
are foolish, don’t. Those who are 
wise know that if they want to see 
Jesus when He returns, they must 
be living their lives in the beauty 
of holiness, and not just any old 
way. Just any old way is not going 
to be good enough to make it in 
the Rapture. 

Redeeming the time because the 
days are evil. We don’t have much 
time left to get our loved ones 
saved so we need to make the most 
of the time we have left.

Continued from Page A8

McCraw

Grief comes with many losses
From the writings of the Rev. 

Billy Graham
Q: My fr iends are forsaking 

me as I mourn the death of my 
husband, saying it’s time to 
move on. This seems harsh. - 
M.D.

A: Grief comes with many 
losses. Whatever its cause, grief 
will come to all of us. We need 
only to open our hearts to notice 
those with grieving hearts - for 
there are many others grieving as 
well. Grief which is not dealt with 
properly can cause us to lose our 
perspective on life.

After a personal loss, people 

think that nothing looks the same. 
Food loses its 昀氀avor, music seems 
hollow, and nothing satis昀椀es. 
Tears come at strange times. Of-
ten someone in deep grief resents 
those who want to pick up the 
pieces and help them move on. In 
these times, friends seem callous 
and thoughtless.

Grief is nothing to be ashamed 
of, but we must not stay in our 
grief. Groping through grief is an 
emotional, physical, and spiritual 
e昀昀ort. Faith in Jesus Christ - the 
God of all comfort - gives us the 
power to pass through grief. Grief 
turns us inward, but compassion 

turns us outward, and that’s what 
we need when grief threatens to 
crush us. The Bible tells us to car-
ry each other’s burdens (Galatians 
6:2). Look for others to console.

Jesus was no stranger to grief. 
The Old Testament foreshadowed 

Him as a man of sorrows, and 
acquainted with grief (Isaiah 
53:3-4). This is why He came to 
live among mankind; to relate to 
us in our su昀昀ering and sorrow, 
bringing joy again to our souls. 
Without the sustaining hand of 
God, it’s hard to understand any-
one overcoming grief. But Jesus 
conquered everything that leads 
to sorrow unto death, and He 
enables us to do the same. We are 
told to give Him all of our cares 
and concerns. The prophet Micah 
wrote: “Though I sit in darkness, 
the Lord will be my light” (Micah 
7:8, NIV).

Bible
Tr ivia

1. Is the book of Nehemiah 
in the Old or New Testament or 
neither?

2. From 1 Kings 11, what was 
the number of wives and prin-
cesses, along with 300 concu-
bines of King Solomon? 3, 50, 
100, 700

3. When he had a vision, who 
said “Not so, Lord; for I have 
never eaten any thing that is 
common or unclean”? Adam, 
Reuben, Samson, Peter

4. From Acts 7, who was the 
昀椀rst person martyred for his be-
lief in Jesus Christ? Apollos, 
John the Baptist, Jehu, Stephen

5. When he met King Abimel-
ech, Abraham pretended that 
Sarah was his ...?

Mother, Neighbor, Sister, 
Daughter

6. Besides Jonah, what other 
prophet ministered in Nineveh? 
Nathan, Paul, Nahum, Philip

 
ANSWERS: 1) Old; 2) 700; 

3) Peter ; 4) Stephen; 5) Sister ; 
6) Nahum

“Test Your Bible Knowl-
edge,” a book with 1,206 multi-
ple-choice questions by colum-
nist Wilson Casey, is available in 
bookstores and online.

Fir st Baptist Church
325 Randolph Avenue

Pulaski, Va.
Pastor: Dr. Henry Fiske

Phone: 980-6565
fbcpulaskiva@gmail.com
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.
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No Job Too Big Or Too Small 
For  El Shaddai

Pulaski, Va.

BUILDING SUPPLIES
INSTALLATION 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

320-2356
elshadent@gmai l .com

At El Shaddai 
We Sell And Install:

-Cabinets
-Countertops
-Decking
-Exterior Doors
-Interior Doors
-Fencing
-Insulation
-Millwork
-Paneling
-Patio Doors
-Plumbing Fixtures
-Porch Columns
-Flooring
-Railings
-Roofing
-Shutters
-Sidings
-Trusses
-Windows & more!

Ms. Audre’s 
Fabr ics

206 Main Street
Narrows, Va. (540) 921-2042

Open 10 - 6 Tuesday - Fr iday
10 - 4 Saturday

Kitts seeks Dem nod for 7th Distr ict House seat
By MIKE WILLIAMS
The Patr iot

Derick Kitts wants voters 
participating in the Democrat-
ic Party’s primary on June 8 to 
know that he’s no “cookie-cut-
ter” Democrat.

Kitts is one of two Democrats 
so far who will have their name 
on the ballot when the party’s 
primary is held to choose a nom-
inee to seek the 7th House Dis-
trict seat in Richmond.

Del. Nick Rush announced 
in early March that he is not 
seeking another term. His an-
nouncement has prompted three 
Republicans and two Democrats 
to throw their hats in the ring as 
possible successors to the popu-
lar Republican.

Kitts is no stranger to South-
west Virginia politics. Back in 
2016, the Christiansburg res-
ident – then fresh out of the 
Army – tried his hand at run-
ning for Congress challenging 
incumbent Morgan Gri昀케th.

As Gri昀케th’s other challengers 
through the years have found, 
things didn’t go well for Kitts 
who was able to capture only 
about 28 percent of the vote.

But that didn’t quell his desire 
to serve, so he’s making another 
bid – this time in the Virginia 
House of Delegates.

“It’s all about service,” Kitts 
said when asked why he is run-
ning. “You feel like you can do 
more to help people. My grand-
father was a retired 昀椀re昀椀ghter. 
My father was in the Army. My 
oldest daughter is in the Army, 
and my youngest daughter is get-
ting ready to commission in the 
Army,” said Kitts who served 
for 24 years in Army himself. 

“Being a Southwest Virginia 
boy, I just want to give back to 
my community.”

Kitts said one of the things the 
district needs that he can pro-
vide is a strong voice.

“One of the things we need is 
a strong voice. You know I have 
a strong voice and I just want to 
use it for good. I just want to use 
it to help people.” 

In an interview this week, 
Kitts discussed several issues, 
including education.

“If you don’t have a seat at 
the table you don’t get to have a 
voice. Power is migrating north. 
Right now, the chances of the 
Republicans taking back the 
majority in both houses and the 
three State houses are slim. So, 
what do we do? How do we get 
our voice in there?

“You don’t want to be a cook-
ie-cutter Democrat, then every-
one paints you with one brush. 
Give me the chance. I want to 
re-do education. We want equal-
ity, not equity. We want equality.  
We want to be on the same lev-
el as Northern Virginia. I don’t 
think our kids deserve to be sec-
ond-class citizens.

“We need to re-昀椀gure educa-
tion funding. 

“We need to support our 
teachers. We need to support 
our students. We need to raise 

Der ick Kitts

the per-capita spending per stu-
dent. We need to raise incomes 
for teachers. We need to make it 
rewarding for people to be a rural 
teacher. I think that’s important 
because, right now, based on the 
way the school system is you have 
teachers leave here during their 
last few years, move to Northern 
Virginia, teach there for three or 
four years to raise their retirement 
and then come back home.

It shouldn’t happen,” Kitts said.
“That’s why it’s important to 

have someone who can stand up 
and say, ‘this is wrong. We need 
to 昀椀x it.’”

Kitts noted that some people 
will hit him on Facebook and say, 
‘oh, you’re just a Democrat and 
you’re going to give into whatever 
they [party leaders] say.’ 

“I told them I’m not running if 
you want me to do certain things. 
I’m going to stick to my guns, 
stick to my area,” Kitts said.

“This is my home. I was born 
and raised here. I may have joined 
the Army and left, but I came 
back. I’ve raised my daughters 
here. My wife’s here, she works 
here and goes to school here. This 
is our home, and it is important 
that you represent your home.  

“Now, do I have certain things 
that I believe in? Yes. Will there 
be a little di昀昀erence here and 
there? Yes. But by and large, I 
was born and raised in Southwest 
Virginia.”

Kitts noted he went to Blue昀椀eld 
College and is getting his masters 
from Virginia Tech. He worked at 
Radford University and Virginia 
Tech, and now is a middle school 
basketball coach. 

Kitts believes whoever is elect-
ed to take Rush’s place in Rich-
mond needs to be a voice for jobs.

“When you talk about jobs you 
need to talk about infrastructure. 
There are the piñata issues that 
are always easy to hit – I-81 is 
always easy to hit, broadband is 
always easy to hit – that all politi-
cians like to talk about. It’s always 
easy to talk about problems, let’s 
talk about how we’re going to 昀椀x 
them.”

Kitts suggested that while ev-
eryone is talking about I-81 we 
shouldn’t forget roads like Route 
8 between Christiansburg and 
Floyd or Route 221 have problems 
as well.

He says rural broadband is an-
other issue.

“Because of COVID, people are 
realizing they’re able to work a lot 
more rural and do a lot more tele-
commuting.  That’s helped cause 
a big housing boom.  Why don’t 
we recruit people to Pulaski? Pu-
laski is beautiful. You can be at 

the lake; you can watch the sun set 
on the mountains. And still work 
for your Northern Virginia 昀椀rm. 
New Jersey, New York. North 
Carolina. It doesn’t matter. 

“The point is the cost of living 
is easy down here – a lot cheaper 
than a lot of other areas.  The only 
thing holding us back from blow-
ing up is the infrastructure and 
that includes internet.”

“You can work from here, put 
your kids in a good school and 
still make the money you were 
making in a more urban and sub-
urban area because you can now 
work remote … I think that’s a 
selling point for Pulaski and for 
Floyd. 

“I started a small business. It’s 
tricky getting funded. It’s tricky 
getting started. We need to do 
more to boost the entrepreneurial 
spirit.” 

Kitts said there has always 
been a push for him to run for the 
House seat. 

“I needed to 昀椀nd the time and 
get the support from my wife. 
When I ran for Congress, I had 
just got out of the Army and had a 
little di昀昀erent mindset,” said Kitts 
who added that 昀椀rst run cam-
paigning throughout the sprawl-
ing Ninth Congressional District 
was hard on his truck. 

“I killed my truck. I put be-
tween 50,000 and 80,000 miles on 
it in less than six months. I drove 
the paint o昀昀 the hood and roof.” 

“We got a lot of response last 
time. A lot of the things I want to 
do now, are things I wanted to do 
then, but now I have the ability to 
focus on the rural and local level. 

“We’ve gotten a good response 
this time,” Kitts noted, adding, 
“There’s a lot of voter fatigue 
on both sides, but there’s a lot of 
things need to be done.”

“The feedback we’ve gotten has 
been very, very encouraging.”

Born in Roanoke, Kitts has 
been married to his wife, Kim-
berly for 21 years. She is a so-
cial worker and Kitts has a small 
printing business in Belspring.

He is a retired infantryman who 
served for 24 years. He pulled two 
combat tours in Iraq one in Af-
ghanistan. He was awarded two 
Bronze Stars and a Purple Heart 
for actions in Iraq. 

“I want to be a strong voice for 
the area, for SW Virginia,” Kitts 
repeated. 

“I went around a couple weeks 
ago to get signatures. Some reac-
tions were bad, some were good. 

“I had a Republican tell me ‘I’ll 
vote for you. I know you’re in the 
other party, but you believe in the 
same things I believe in.’ I think 
that’s important so when people 
do talk to you, they know you rep-
resent them. 

“I think too many times now, 
with identity politics, people get 
too wrapped around the party. 

“It’s important that you know 
you’ll have somebody who will 
stand up to people in Richmond 
and Northern Virginia and relay a 
message for Southwest Virginia,” 
Kitts said.

One thing he did say that came 
up several times while seeking 
signatures to become a candidate 
was his stand on gun issues.

“I was asked what my position 
is on the 2nd Amendment. I’m a 
supporter of the 2nd Amendment. 
I’m a gun owner. But I think it’s 
important that we have sensible 
gun laws. I believe in background 
checks and more training. I think 
those big areas are important to 
push forward. But we’ve also got 
to be sensible. We need to be more 
bi-partisan when we look at it and 
it doesn’t need to be so adversari-
al,” Kitts said. 

“Somebody said, ‘whatever you 
do you’re going to bow down to 
whatever they say.’ 

“I actually told them [party 
leaders] that, ‘if I do this, I don’t 
agree with certain positions, and 

I’m going to disagree. Under-
stand that I am going to repre-
sent my area and I’m not going 
to be a hypocrite. Like I say, I’m 
a gun owner. I’m retired infan-
try. A decorated combat veteran. 
I understand there is a time and 
place, but there must be some 
sensibility too. Background 
checks are not optional, and I 
don’t think anybody disagrees 
with that or the training. Not 
everybody needs to run around 
with one (a gun), you need to 
have the proper training.” 

Kitts said since his run against 
Gri昀케th in 2016, he’s tried to stay 
involved in issues that he is con-
cerned over.

“In the last 昀椀ve years I’ve tried 
to stay involved. I’ve worked to 
push a couple things forward 
for disabled veterans. One was 
the Disabled Veterans Educa-
tion Act. There are a lot of good 
bene昀椀ts out there. If you’re 100 
percent disabled, the State of 
Virginia will pay for your fami-
ly’s education. But not the veter-
an. That’s important,” said Kitts 
who was wounded in the Battle 
of Ramadi in Iraq. 

Kitts believes certain issues 
shouldn’t be partisan.

“Education, veterans bene昀椀ts 
and mental health. They should 
be bipartisan. Shouldn’t even be 
up for discussion. Infrastructure 
should not be a partisan issue. If 
you don’t like it because of the 
letter next to a person’s name, 
you should sit back and re-think 
your priorities,” he said.

Miss An 
Issue?

See it online at 
www.pcpatriot.com

Click on 
‘View The Paper’

And Select the 
Date.
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Former
Cougar, 
King,  
Beamer
head for  
Va. hall

Charlottesville, Va. – The 
Virginia High School League 
(VHSL) Class of 2020 Hall of 
Fame Induction Ceremony is go-
ing virtual on Sunday, April 25.

Due to the COVID pandemic 
and restrictions on gatherings, 
the VHSL is disappointed that it 
will not hold its annual in-person 
ceremonies to honor this induct-
ee class and their outstanding 
achievements. However, we will 
still celebrate each inductee as in 
past years, but it will be done vir-
tually. In addition to this virtual 
celebration, the VHSL will rec-
ognize the 2020 Class at the next 
in-person banquet as well.

The presentation hosted by 
the NFHS and will be free to the 
general public, with no regis-
tration or fees required. Further 
details on the virtual ceremony 
will follow soon as the VHSL 
celebrates the Class of 2020.

The Class of 2020 includes 
eight athletes (Frank Beamer – 
Hillsville, Barney Cobb –John 
Marshall, Wheeler Hughes – 
Dunbar, Leroy Keyes – G. W. 
Carver, Cora Jackson-Robin-
son – Essex, Je昀昀 King – Pulas-
ki County, Tara Sheets – Gate 
City, Jasmine Thomas – Oak-
ton), three coaches (Gregg Con-
ner – Powhatan, Darnell Dozier 
– Princess Anne, Jim Larkin –
Chancellor), and three contrib-
utors (Charlie Cloe – Central 
Virginia Football O昀케cials, Tom 
Dolan – Jamestown HS/VHSL, 
Valerie Kibler – Harrisonburg).

Je昀昀 King 
Pulaski County HS 
Basketball/Football 

Je昀昀 King was an imposing 昀椀g-
ure for the Pulaski County High 
School Cougars. At 6-6, and 240 
as a senior, Je昀昀 was All-District 
for o昀昀ense as a tight end, and 
defense as an end/strong side 
linebacker. He was 1st Team All-
State and 

the “Timesland Football Player 
of the Year.” He was named the 
Roanoke Times 2000-01 Male 
“Athlete of the Year,” and was a 
“Prep” High School All Ameri-
can. He caught eight touchdown 
passes on o昀昀ense and recorded 
eight quarterback sacks on de-
fense; and was credited with 101 
pancake blocks as a senior tight 
end. On the court, King scored 
over 1,000 points for the Cou-
gars Basketball team, and as a 
senior, averaged 25 points and 
14 rebounds per game. He was 
All-District and All-Region in 
basketball his senior year. 

Je昀昀 went on to play collegiate-
ly at Virginia Tech, where he 
played in every game his sopho-
more, junior and senior seasons; 
and was the full-time starter at 
tight end his junior and senior 
years. He even put his court 
skills to work for the Hokies as 
a senior on the basketball team, 
and was an outstanding contrib-
utor. Je昀昀 was a 5th round pick by 
the Carolina Panthers and played 
昀椀ve seasons in Carolina, and 
three more years for the Arizona 
Cardinals. Today, Je昀昀 is a scout 
for the Chicago Bears.

Frank Beamer  
Hillsville HS 

Football 
A three-sport athlete at Hills-

ville High School, Frank Beamer 
led the Indians at quarterback his 
junior and senior years; tossing 
43 touchdowns in a time when 
the forward pass was rarely uti-
lized, and amassed over 3,000 
yards through the air. In 1964 
Frank led the team to an 8-2 re-
cord, narrowly missing a berth to 
the state tournament, falling to 
rival Blacksburg. That season re-
mains one of the most successful 

See HALL, page B2

Big plays fuel Salem’s 27-14 win

Br ian Bishop/The Patr iot

Cougar  John Lyman pulls out of the grasp of a Salem defender  in ear ly action last Fr iday. Lyman 
caught three passes for  42 yards against the Spar tans and had one pass interception.

Cougars complete 
regular season with 
4-2 record, third 
seed in playo昀昀s
By MIKE WILLIAMS
The Patr iot

If you had seen the 昀椀nal stats 
before the 昀椀nal score, you proba-
bly would have believed Pulaski 
County beat Salem last Friday 
night in the Cougars’ 昀椀nal regu-
lar season contest.

But stats don’t always tell the 
real story.

The Spartans kept their win-
ning streak against the Cougars 
alive, scoring 13 points in the 
昀椀rst six minutes of the game and 
coasting to a 27-14 victory.

The win closed Salem’s reg-
ular season with a 6-0 record, 
while Pulaski County slipped 
to 4-2 on the COVID-shortened 
season.

Salem’s win assured them of 
the top spot in the Region 4D 
playo昀昀s beginning this week, 
while Pulaski County’s two 昀椀nal 
losses dropped them to a third 
seed in the playo昀昀s. (See related 
story.)

Pulaski County put together 
347 total yards of o昀昀ense to Sa-
lem’s 262. The Cougars had 16 
昀椀rst downs to the Spartans’ 8.

The Cougars’ Drew Dalton 
went 17 of 31 passing on the 
night for 198 yards compared to 
Salem’s Daron Wilson who com-
pleted only 3 of 6 pass attempts 
and had 1 interception.

The di昀昀erence in the game, 
however, was Salem’s big plays.

The 昀椀rst came with just over 
two minutes gone in the game.

The Cougars could only get to 
their 36-yard line when on fourth 
down, punter Broc Simpson’s 
kick got hung up in a stout wind 
and took a Salem bounce before 
being downed at the Pulaski 

County 39 – a net 3-yard kick.
Two plays later, Salem’s Zavi-

one Wood broke free and scored 
on a 35-yard run. Wesley Cross 
added the PAT and Salem was on 
the board early at 7-0.

After the Cougars punted on 
their next possession, Wood broke 
free again and rambled 68 yards 
to the Pulaski County 5.

Two plays later he carried it 
in from the three for his second 
touchdown of the night. This time 
a high snap cost the Spartans an 
extra point and Salem led, 13-0 
with 6:11 to go in the 昀椀rst.

“I thought the speed of the 

Pulaski County played 
GW Danville 

Thursday night in the 
昀椀rst round of the Class 

4 Region D Playo昀昀s. 
For  details, see our  

website at 
www.pcpatr iot.com

game got us initially in the 昀椀rst 
quarter,” Cougar Head Coach 
Mark Dixon said. “It took us a 
minute to adjust to the speed and 
I thought they were more physical 

up front. We gave up really two 
big, long runs.

“Then o昀昀ensively we just strug-
gled all night to run the ball be-
tween the tackles. That created a 
huge challenge for us. 

“I thought as the game went on 
we got more competitive. I am 
certainly proud of the e昀昀ort of our 
kids,” said Dixon.

He said his Cougars still have 
some work to do to win big games 
like last Friday’s.

“We’re still not playing clean 
enough football to win big games. 
We’ve got to be a lot better in 

See COUGARS, page B2

Bobcats are back, playo昀昀 bound

Elizabeth Kanipe/The Patr iot

#4 Kamaree Tanner  recover s the fumble by Richlands QB caused by #12 Zane Rupe

By ELIZABETH KANIPE
The Patr iot

After a delay due to Covid, 
the Bobcats were looking for an 
opponent to 昀椀ll the last weekend 
in their schedule.  Carroll Coun-
ty was the original opponent for 
Friday, but the Cavaliers would 
not re-schedule after it was can-
celled.  The Bobcats got lucky 
when the Richlands-Graham 
game was cancelled due to Covid 
cases on the Graham team.   This 
setup a rematch from the previ-
ous season where the Bobcats 
were beaten soundly in Rich-
lands.  

The Blue Tornados took the 
昀椀rst possession and drove the ball 
to mid-昀椀eld where the shotgun 
snap was de昀氀ected and Kamaree 
Tanner was able to beat the div-
ing QB to steal the possession for 
the Bobcats at their own 49 yard 
line.  Radford moved the ball to 

See BOBCATS, page B6
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Pulaski County High School
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500 Newbern Road, Dublin, Va.
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Running Back
Ethan Gallimore

Against Salem, Ethan 
rushed 20 times for 100 
yards - his four th game 

reaching the century mark 
in rushing this season. He 
also caught three passes 
and scored a touchdown.

Congratulations 
Ethan!

PCHS Player Of The Week

Running Back
Quemar Por ter

Sophomore Quemar Por ter  
led the Cougars in 

receiving last week vs. 
Salem with 5 catches for 

106 yards. He also had one 
car ry on the ground for a 

42-yard TD.

Congratulations
Quemar!

Visit Nor thwest Ace At:
4697 Cleburne Boulevard, Dublin 674-5100

www.nor thwesthardware.com

in Carroll County regular sea-
son history. Beamer was named 
all-state and all-south his senior 
year. His tough and gritty play 
caught the eye of Virginia Tech’s 
Coach, Jerry Claiborne, who re-
cruited Beamer as a Defensive 
Back. 

An assistant football coach at 
Radford High School from 1969-
71, Beamer was not long to stay 
in the high school ranks, and in 
1972 began a long and storied 
career in the college game. First 
at The University of Maryland, 
then on to stops at the Citadel 
and Murray State, before being 
named the head coach of his 
alma mater following the 1986 
season. Before retiring in 2015, 
Beamer’s 238-121-2 record over 
29 years at Virginia Tech made 
him the winningest football 
coach in school history, and the 
winningest active and longest 
tenured coach in FBS at the time 
of his retirement. His Hokie 
teams won three Big East, and 
four ACC titles during his ten-
ure, played in bowl games from 
1993-2015, and played for the na-
tional championship in 2000 in 
the Sugar Bowl vs Florida State. 

Beamer is a member of the 
College Football Hall of Fame, 
the Virginia Tech and Murray 
State Halls of Fame, The Virgin-
ia Sports Hall of Fame, and was 
the consensus National Coach of 
the Year for the 1999 season.

Continued from Page B1

Hall

special teams. We gave up a lot 
there I thought. We’ve got to be 
a lot more consistent running the 
football to be able to open up the 
o昀昀ense a little more.

“I thought we became a bit 
one-dimensional, having to 
throw the ball too much. That’s 
tough when you’re one-dimen-
sional against a team that has 
good athletes,” he added. 

Both teams traded possessions 
to end the 昀椀rst quarter before Pu-
laski County began its 昀椀rst scor-
ing drive as the second quarter 
began.

The Cougars got a big play of 
their own when on third and ten, 
Dalton hit Quemar Porter on a 
screen pass which Porter took all 
the way to the Salem 25 for a 50-
yard completion.

The Cougars got to the Salem 
20 before facing a fourth and 
昀椀ve. Head Coach Mark Dixon 
sent in Simpson for a 37-yard 
昀椀eld goal attempt, but the kick 
sailed wide right.

On their next possession, Sa-
lem was forced to punt after Will 
Bishop sacked Wilson on third 
down play for an 11-yard loss.

The Cougars got the ball back 
at their own 45.

Dalton his Jacob Johnson on 
a play-action pass for 15 yards. 
Ethan Gallimore ran for 7, 5 and 
12 yards before scoring on his 
fourth straight carry from 16 
yards out. Simpson added the 
PAT and Pulaski County trailed, 
13-7.

It looked like Pulaski Coun-
ty had shaken o昀昀 the disastrous 
昀椀rst quarter, but on the kicko昀昀, 
Salem’s Shawn Collins returned 
the kick 37 yards to the Spartan 
44.

Then on 昀椀rst down, Salem’s 
big-play o昀昀ense struck again 
when Wilson hit Collins on a 56-
yard scoring pass. The PAT try 
from Cross was good and just 
like that Salem led, 20-7.

Pulaski County responded and 
looked like it would answer with 
a score – especially when Dalton 
hit Porter on a 36-yard pass to 
get the Cougars inside Salem’s 
red zone.

Gallimore carried 2 yards to 

Continued from Page B1

Cougars

Br ian Bishop/The Patr iot

Pulaski County’s Jacob Johnson hauls in a pass last Fr iday against Salem. Johnson caught six passes for  38 yards in the game.

the Salem 15, but as has happened 
time after time this season, the 
wheels came o昀昀 for the Cougars 
again as they were 昀氀agged for ille-
gal procedure.

On the next two plays, Dalton 
threw incomplete twice to give 
Pulaski County a fourth and 13 
from the Salem 20.

Simpson was brought back into 
to try another 37-yarder, but this 
time the kick was blocked.

The half ended with Pulaski 
County trailing, 20-7.

In the second half, both teams 
traded possessions until late in 
the third quarter when on a third 
and eight, Wilson went play action 
and hit Collins on a 34-yard pass 
play to give the Spartans a 昀椀rst and 
goal from the Cougars’ 8.

Three plays later, Cameron 
Leftwich carried for one yard and 
the touchdown. Cross hit the PAT 
and Salem led, 27-7.

However, the Cougars didn’t 
quit.

Starting their last possession 

at their own one following a big 
punt by Salem’s Cross, the Cou-
gars would drive all the way 
down the 昀椀eld.

On third and 10 from the 1, 
Dalton hit John Lyman for a 30-
yard reception and a drive-saving 
昀椀rst down.

A Gallimore rush for 昀椀ve, 
Keyonte Kennedy gained 10 and 
a holding call on Salem put the 
ball at the Spartan 46.

On second down, Kennedy 
gained 3 more.

Then on third down, Porter 
broke free down the sideline and 
raced 42 yards for the score.

Simpson hit the PAT and the 
Cougars trailed, 27-14, but with 
only 2:45 to play.

An onside kick attempt failed 
for the Cougars and that was the 
game.

The Spartans’ win streak in the 
series went to 11 straight as Pu-
laski County hasn’t won this con-
test since 2010.

Individually for Pulaski Coun-
ty, Gallimore again hit the centu-
ry mark with 100 yards on 20 car-
ries. Porter went 1 for 42 yards, 
Kennedy was 3 for 12, Simpson 
went 1 for 5 and Dalton carried 8 
times for -10.

Wood was the leading ground 
gainer in the game, with 18 car-
ries for 139 yards. 

Porter led the game in receiv-
ing with 5 catches for 106 yards. 
Johnson had 6 for 38, Lyman was 
3 for 42 and Gallimore went 3 for 
12.

Lyman also had an intercep-
tion.

Trevor Burton had a sack for 
the Cougars as did Bishop.

Quemar  
Por ter  
car r ies for  
yardage 
against 
Salem. 
Por ter  
r ushed one 
time for  42 
yards and a 
touchdown. 
He also led 
the Cougar s 
in pass 
receptions 
with 5 for  
106 yards.

Br ian Bishop/
The Patr iot
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YARD SALES

Huge 4 Family Garage Sale 
Huge 4 family Garage Sale, Rain 
or Shine. April 9 & 10 (Fri. & 
Sat.) 7AM - ? Household items, 
glassware, children’s, regular 
and plus size clothes, books, 
furniture, lawn mowers, groom-
ing mower, jewelry, craft items, 
Exercise Equipment, too many 
items to list. Between the Rock 
House Marina and Conrad’s 
Boat Dock, Pulaski.

HELP WANTED

Help Wanted:  Semper Fi Paint-
ing and Staining seeks experi-
enced help.  Valid driver’s li-
cense required.  For interviews, 
please call 540-250-2288.

Need someone for one-time yard 
work, weed eating, shrub cut-
ting, etc. 540-639-1969.

SERVICES:

Gutter cleaning and repair, grass 
mowing and weed whacking. 
Also, will haul away any metal. 
Price negotiable. Call 440-752-
0639.

FOR SALE: Real Estate

Two cemetery plots, Matthew – 
Mark – Luke section at Highland 
Memory Gardens, Dublin. Will 
sell for good price. Call 540-980-
1064.

FOR SALE: VEHICLES

For Sale: 1993 Mazda Miata. 
164,000 miles. Good condition. 
Looks good, but needs painting. 
Lots of extras. $4,000. Call 540-
808-7782.
For Sale: 1989 Prowler pull-be-
hind camper, 33 feet long. Sleeps 
six full bed. No roof leaks. Tan-
dem axles. Excellent condition. 
New two-door refrigerator with 
freezer on top. $7,500. Call 540-
629-9003.

FOR SALE:  
MISCELLANEOUS

For Sale: Paperback Western 
Books. In great shape. $1.50 each. 
Also, old copies of The Sporting 
News. Great shape. Only 25 cents 
each. Call 639-2784.

For Sale: One two-burner grill 
with gas can. One hospital bed.
Call 239-2108.

For Sale: Cast iron coal stove. 
Price negotiable. Call 540-629-
9003.

For Sale: Electric wheelchair lift 
that goes in trunk of car. Call 674-
0147 and leave message.

For Sale: Antique silver set, couch, 
table with stool, recliner, china 

hutch, large headboard, shelf unit, 
miscellaneous. Call 540-674-0147 
and leave a message.

For Sale: Two loads of 昀椀rewood 
for sale. $90. Call 250-4872.

For Sale: Pear shaped diamond 
ring, 14K, size 7, $500. Call 540-
980-5361.

FAIR HOUSING NOTICE:

We are pledged to the letter and 
spirit of Virginia’s policy for 
achieving equal housing oppor-
tunity throughout the Common-
wealth.
We encourage and support adver-
tising and marketing programs in 
which there are no barriers to ob-
taining housing because of race, 
color, religion, national origin, 
sex, elderliness, familial status or 
handicap.
For more information or to 昀椀le a 
housing complaint, call the Vir-
ginia Housing O昀케ce at (804) 367-
8530; toll-free call (888) 551-3247.
For hearing-impaired, call (804) 
367-9753. E-mail fairhousing@
dpor.virginia.gov.

Helping Hands 
Mowing Ser vice

Experienced,
Quality Service

540-674-4277 or
540-616-9064

Licensed & Insured

The Patr iot • 808-3949

JOBS

List Your  Real Estate For  Sale With Me
• 51 Years of Experience. 

• Principle Broker at McCraw Real Estate 
in Radford. 

• Top Producer. 
• Knows Real Estate Values. 

• State Licensed Auctioneer for 37 Years.  
 • Thousand of Homes Sold. 

I can sell your Home, Farm or 
Land for you! 

REALTOR and Member of New River Val-
ley Multiple Listing Service. I o昀昀er the Best 
Real Estate Service you can 昀椀nd.  Call me! 
Terry McCraw today at (540) 320-5200.

Utility Worker

The Town of Dublin is taking applications for the full time position 
of Utility Worker for the Utility Department.  
Applicant must be a high school graduate or have a GED, 1 year of 
related experience, or any equivalent combination of education and 
experience with Public Utilities.  Computer experience a plus with 
a willingness to learn and excel. Applicant must be able to perform 
light to heavy labor, be able to lift up to 100 pounds and possess a 
valid State driver’s license (CDL license and backhoe experience 
would be a plus).  
A full bene昀椀t package will be o昀昀ered, including medical/dental 
insurance, vacation/sick leave, paid holidays and retirement.  
Applications can be picked up at the Town Hall building employee 
entrance around back of building at any time.  
Any questions, please call 540-674-4731 between the hours of 8am 
and 5pm Monday – Friday.  Applications will be accepted until 
position is 昀椀lled.

The Town of Dublin is an Equal Oppor tunity Employer.

FOR SALE
Oak Bar from the Pulaski Furniture Keepsake Collection. For 
sale for $350. Includes two matching bar stools. Call 540-320-
3833 for an appointment.

STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS
AUCTIONS 

Auction! Saturday, April 17th 
9am. 1481 Anderson Highway, 
Cumberland, VA 23040. Real 
Estate 4.5 +/- acres, commercial 
building, hardware store liqui-
dation, vehicles, 昀椀xtures, stock, 
commercial equipment. www.
tilmansauctions.com VA#348-
3745. (804)347-4963

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Ad-
vertise your upcoming auctions 
statewide and in other states.  
A昀昀ordable Print and Digital 
Solutions reaching your tar-
get audiences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

GENERAC Standby Gener-
ators provide backup power 
during utility power outages, so 
your home and family stay safe 
and comfortable. Prepare now. 
Free 7-year extended warranty 
($695 value!). Request a free 
quote today! Call for additional 
terms and conditions. 1-877-
636-0738

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% 
o昀昀 Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-877-614-6667

ATTN. CONTRACTORS: Ad-
vertise your business statewide 
and in other states. A昀昀ord-
able Print and Digital Solu-
tions to reach Homeowners. 
Call Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net 

REAL ESTATE 

ATTN. REALTORS:  Advertise 
your listings regionally or state-
wide. A昀昀ordable Print and Dig-
ital Solutions that get results! 
Call Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

D I V O R C E - U n c o n t e s t e d , 
$395+$86 court cost. WILLS 
$195.00. No court appearance. 
Estimated completion time 
twenty-one days. Hilton Oliver, 
Attorney (Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Espanol. BBB 
Member. https://hiltonoliverat-
torneyva.com. 
Up to $15,000.00 of GUARAN-
TEED Life Insurance! No med-
ical exam or health questions. 
Cash to help pay funeral and 
other 昀椀nal expenses. Call Phy-
sicians Life Insurance Compa-
ny- 844-509-1697 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/vapress
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Woods, 
Water &
Wildlife

W.A. "Doc"
Davis

LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICES

COMBINED NOTICE OF FINDING OF 
NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

AND INTENT TO REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS

April 9, 2021

Town of Pulaski, Virginia
42 1st Street NW
Pulaski, VA 24301
Phone (540) 994-8616

This Notice shall satisfy the above-cited two separate but related procedural noti昀椀cation requirements.

REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF FUNDS
On or about April 26, 2021 the Town of Pulaski, Virginia will submit a request to the Virginia 
Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) for the release of Community 
Development Fund/CDBG and CIG# 20-20-28/ARC# 20-01A funds to undertake a project known as 
the James Hardie Sanitary Sewer Improvements.  In 2017, a Preliminary Engineering Report (PER) 
explored several alternatives, including chemical treatment and re-routing of the 昀氀ows from the James 
Hardie industrial facility, re-routing discharge through the Town’s gravity collection system.  Preferred 
scenarios include the installation of a one-million-gallon storage tank and necessary appurtenances to 
shorten the 昀氀ow path (currently about 5-miles), while also increasing the facility capacity.  The total 
project budget is $2,842,300, of which $700,000 is CDBG and $500,000 is ARC.  

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT
The Town of Pulaski, Virginia has determined that the project will have no signi昀椀cant impact on 
the human environment.  Therefore, an Environmental Impact Statement under the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) is not required.  Additional project information is contained 
in the Environmental Review Record (ERR) on 昀椀le at Town O昀케ce and may be examined or copied 
weekdays 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.  The ERR is also available on the Town website under the engineering 
department: https://www.pulaskitown.org/government/departments

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Any individual, group, or agency disagreeing with this determination or wishing to comment on the 
project may submit written comments to the Town of Pulaski at the following address on or before 
April 26, 2021: Town of Pulaski, 42 1st Street NW, Pulaski, VA 24301 and (540) 994-8616, Attention: 
Mr. Bill Pedigo, Town Engineer.  Commentors should specify which part of this Notice they are 
addressing.

RELEASE OF FUNDS
The Town of Pulaski, Virginia certi昀椀es to DHCD that Darlene Burcham, in her capacity as Town 
Manager, consents to accept the jurisdiction of the Federal Courts if an action is brought to enforce 
responsibilities in relation to the environmental review process and that these responsibilities have 
been satis昀椀ed.  DHCD’S approval of the certi昀椀cation satis昀椀es its responsibilities under NEPA and 
related laws and authorities, and allows the Town of Pulaski, Virginia to use Program funds.

OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE OF FUNDS
DHCD will consider objections to its release of funds and the Town of Pulaski, Virginia’s certi昀椀cation 
received by April 26, 2021  or a period of 昀椀fteen days from its receipt of the request (whichever is later) 
only if they are on one of the following bases: (a) the certi昀椀cation was not executed by the Certifying 
O昀케cer or other o昀케cer of the (NAME OF RE) approved by DHCD; (b) the (RE) has omitted a step 
or failed to make a decision or 昀椀nding required by HUD regulations at 24 CFR Part 58; (c) the grant 
recipient or other participants in the project have committed funds or incurred costs not authorized by 
24 CFR Part 58 before approval of a release of funds by DHCD; or (d) another Federal agency acting 
pursuant to 40 CFR Part 1504 has submitted a written 昀椀nding that the project is unsatisfactory from 
the standpoint of environmental quality.  Objections must be prepared and submitted in accordance 
with the required procedures (24 CFR Part 58) and shall be addressed to DHCD at:

Director
Virginia Department of Housing & Community Development
Attn: Program Administration and Assistance O昀케ce
Main Street Centre
600 E. Main St., Suite 300
Richmond, Virginia 23219-2430
(804) 371-7061 [TTP 371-7089 / FAX 371-7093]

Potential objectors should contact DHCD to verify the actual last day of the objection period.

Bill Pedigo, Town Engineer
Town of Pulaski, Virginia
42 1st Street NW
Pulaski, VA 24301

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Pulaski County Board of Supervisors will consider the 
applications as listed below at the scheduled monthly meeting. In 
accordance with the Code of Virginia, the Board of Supervisors 
will hold a public hearing at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, Apr il 26th 
,2021 in the Board Room of the County Administration Building, 
143 Third Street, NW, in the Town of Pulaski to consider comments 
regarding the following applications;

1) Application submitted by Tamara & James Nash and John 
& Kimberly Edwards  regarding an “Ordinance to Vacate 
an Unimproved Right of Way, a portion of Redwood Lane 
which was created by a plat of subdivision attached to an 
instrument recorded in the Pulaski County Circuit Court 
Clerk’s O昀케ce in Deed Book 177, Page 127”.

2) Application submitted by Community Life Church, to 
Rezone Tax Map #029-1-15B, Belspring Rd. from High 
Density Residential Zone District to Commercial Zone 
District.

3) Application by Community Life Church, to Amend the 
Future Land Use Map Designation for Tax Map #029-1-
15B, Belspring Rd., from Medium Density Residential to 
Commercial.

Comments may be presented orally, or in writing, prior to the 
meeting or in person at the public hearing.  Information regarding 
the matter(s) referenced above is available for public inspection 
from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, at the 
Community Development Department, County Administration 
Building, 143 Third Street, NW, Suite 1 in the Town of Pulaski or 
by phoning (540) 980-7710.

For disabled individuals who may require special auxiliary 
aids or services, the County upon request will make reasonable 
accommodations available.  Please contact the County’s ADA 
Compliance O昀케cer at (540) 980-7800 (TDD accessible) or (540) 
980-7705, ten (10) days prior to the above meeting date to arrange 
for these special accommodations.

Adver tisement For  Bids
Pulaski County, Virginia
143 3rd St. NW, Suite 1

Pulaski, VA 24301

Sealed Bids for the construction of the Inter national Blvd. Improvements Project will be received, by Pulaski 
County, at the o昀케ces of the Pulaski County Administrator, until 2:00 PM local time on May 6, 2021, at which 
time the Bids received will be publicly opened and read. The Project consists of construction of commercial 
entrances and shoulder/surface maintenance activities on International Blvd including milling, paving, marking, 
signing, and associated appurtenances.

Bids will be received for a single prime Contract.  Bids shall be on a lump sum and unit price basis.

The Issuing O昀케ce for the Bidding Documents is Hurt & Pro昀케tt, Inc., 1861 Pratt Drive, Suite 1100, Blacksburg, 
Virginia 24060, Attn. J. Michael Johnson, PE (mjohnson@handp.com), 540-552-5592. Prospective Bidders may 
examine the Bidding Documents at the Issuing O昀케ce on Mondays through Fridays between the hours of 9:00 
AM-5:00 PM, and may obtain copies of the Bidding Documents from the Issuing O昀케ce as described below.

Bidding Documents also may be examined at:
 DODGE Data, 3315 Central Avenue, Hot Springs, AR  71913
 Valley Construction News Plan Room, 426 Campbell Avenue, Roanoke, VA 24016

Copies of the CONTRACT DOCUMENTS may be obtained at the Issuing O昀케ce upon nonrefundable payment 
of $150 for each 22 x 34 set, $100 for each 11 x 17 set, or downloaded free of charge at http://www.handp.com/
contact/bids. 

A pre-bid conference will be held at 10:00 AM local time on Apr il 15, 2021 at the o昀케ce of the Pulaski County 
Administr ator, 143 3rd St. NW, Suite 1, Pulaski, VA 24301.  Attendance at the pre-bid conference is highly 
encouraged but is not mandatory.

Bid security shall be furnished in accordance with the Instructions to Bidders.

The procedure for withdrawal of bids shall be in accordance with procedure (i) of Section 2.2 - 4330 of the Code 
of Virginia

The bidder shall show evidence of being a VDOT prequali昀椀ed contractor. Evidence of being a VDOT 
prequali昀椀ed contractor shall be included with the submitted bid. A list of VDOT prequali昀椀ed contractors can be 
found at http://www.virginiadot.org/business/resources/prequali昀椀ed-list.pdf. 

The successful bidder must comply with the Presidents Executive Order #11246, prohibiting discrimination 
in employment regarding race, creed, sex, or national origin; Executive Orders #12138 and 11625 regarding 
utilization of MBE/WBE subcontractors in the performance of this contract; provide certi昀椀cation that they do not 
or will not maintain or provide for their employees facilities that are segregated on the basis of race, color, creed, 
or national origin; comply with the provisions of Civil Rights Act of 1964; and comply with the Davis-Bacon Act.

 Owner: Pulaski County
 By: Jared Linkous
 Date: March 28, 2021

LEGAL NOTICES

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
Commonwealth of Virginia 
VA. CODE §§ 1-211.1; 8.01-316, -317, 20-104
Case No. CL21006362-00
Radford Circuit Cour t
619 Second Street, Radford, VA 24141

ELIZABETH ELLEN REYES v. OSCAR ESMUNDO REYES 
RODAS

The object of this suit is to:
TO OBTAIN A DIVORCE

It is ORDERED that OSCAR ESMUNDO REYES RODAS appear 
at the above-named Court and protect his/her interests on or before 
JUNE 7, 2021.

Apr il 7, 2021                               Rebecca R. Pr ice, Deputy Clerk

Reminiscing
Last week I got a chance to 

reminisce with someone that I 
had not seen in several years. 
Grady Young taught shop 
courses at Pulaski High School 
and is still going strong at 88 
years young (no pun intended). 
He had called me about a year 
ago and did not known who I 
was and related that he enjoyed 
my columns in the Patriot. He 
is originally from Little Creek 
and many of my writings re昀氀ect 
experiences there. In reality, he 
did know me quite well as my 
middle name of Arnold was what 
most people called me as I grow-
ing up. I share my 昀椀rst name as 
that of my dad as he was known 
by, and some people today often 
call me Wade. 

When I was a teenager, we 
had these country ball teams and 
Grady had along with Russell 
Harrell managed the Poplar Hill 
team that I played on. The day I 
dropped in to talk with Grady, 
he had just gotten back from 
昀椀shing at what was at one time, 
my grandparents place on the 
CREEK. The present owner has 
昀椀sh in a pond and Grady had 
enjoyed his time there. 

When I was in my preteen 
and later teenage years, I had 
enjoyed traveling from our place 
a couple miles on up the CREEK 
to help my uncles and aunt who 
ran the farm. There was no 昀椀sh 
pond there then, but I caught 
many a 昀椀sh in the CREEK with 
昀椀rst cousins that stayed there 
at the same time as I. My aunt 
was a great cook and the many 
varieties of 昀椀sh we caught such 
as Redeyes, Chubs, Perch, Bass, 
Suckers etc., we cleaned to go 
along with her great home-
cooked dinners.  

Grady and I talked of the trap-
ping we both had enjoyed as kids 
and the extra spending money 
we obtained trapping muskrats 
and possums etc. We could take 
the pelts to the above-mentioned 
Poplar Hill store at the intersec-
tion of VA Rtes. 100 and 42. It 
was also the area post o昀케ce for 

mail o昀昀 Little Creek. I recall the 
time my Uncle Burke Davis, (a 
very knowledgeable trapper in 
his younger days) who helped 
me skin out the 昀椀rst mink I ever 
caught. This was to make sure 
that I could get top price when I 
took it to the Poplar Hill store. 

Another thing Grady and I 
talked about was the abundance 
of chinquapins that we were able 
to gather and sell. They grew on 
bushes with burrs and a smaller 
kernel that resemble the larger 
ones that were on the American 
Chestnut. The devasting blight 
that wiped out the wonderful 
chestnut trees has about done the 
same to chinquapins of the same 
family of the forest. 

We, that hunt and 昀椀sh and 
enjoy the great outdoors, can 
get together and talk old times. 
This can be at our homes or at a 
hunting or 昀椀sh camp. The good 
old times are great to look back 
on and re昀氀ect on our younger 
days. By the same token, is good 
to heed the wise words of King 
Solomon as found in Ecclesias-
tes 12:1a KJV, “Remember now 
thy Creator in the days of thy 
youth…” I came to know Him as 
my Lord and Savior at an early 
age and recommend Him to any 
and all who have never made that 
commitment.

Until next time
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LEGAL NOTICESShor t & Sweet
Martinsville Speedway 

welcomes NASCAR Cup Series
From NASCAR

The NASCAR Cup Series 
昀椀nds itself amid a short track 
swing on the 2021 season sched-
ule, tasking the teams to 昀椀nd the 
best setups for the cars on three 
similar tracks in length (less than 
a mile) but for three vastly di昀昀er-
ent competitive arenas.

From last week’s history-mak-
ing half-mile Bristol Motor 
Speedway Dirt track, to this 
weekend’s historic Martinsville 
Speedway that stretches 0.526-
mile in length with asphalt paved 
straights and concrete corners, to 
next weekend’s 0.75-mile asphalt 
paved Richmond Raceway. 

 Martinsville Speedway is the 
longest continuously running 
track on the NASCAR Cup Se-
ries schedule, and the only cur-
rently active track that was a part 
of the inaugural NASCAR Cup 
Series season in 1949. Martins-
ville Speedway was originally a 
dirt track and the facility hosted 
12 NASCAR Cup Series races 
on the then dirt surface before 
paving the track in the late sum-

mer months of 1955, between 
the track’s two Cup races of that 
season. In total, there have been 
144 NASCAR Cup Series races 
at Martinsville Speedway, one in 
the inaugural year (1949) and two 
races per year since 1950. The 
昀椀rst 500-lap event at Martinsville 
Speedway was in 1956 and the 
concrete corners were added atop 
asphalt in 1976. 

 The 144 NASCAR Cup Series 
races at Martinsville Speedway 
are the second-most series events 
run at a facility behind Dayto-
na International Speedway’s 148 
races. Martinsville’s 144 races 
have produced 61 di昀昀erent pole 
winners and 54 di昀昀erent race 
winners; nine of the Cup Series 
Martinsville Speedway winners 
are entered this weekend – Den-
ny Hamlin (昀椀ve wins), Brad Ke-
selowski (two), Kurt Busch (two), 
Kyle Busch (two), Martin Truex 
Jr. (two), Chase Elliott (one), Joey 
Logano (one), Kevin Harvick 
(one) and Ryan Newman (one).  

 The 昀椀rst NASCAR Cup Series 
race at Martinsville Speedway 

See NASCAR, page B6
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the Richlands 13 yard line before 
Zane Rupe connected with Xavi-
er Cobbs for a 13 yard TD recep-
tion.  Mason Spoule connected 
on the PAT. 

On the ensuing kicko昀昀, Rich-
land’s Dylan Brown ran the ball 
from his 15 and, after breaking 
a few tackles, made it to the 43 
where Marcell Baylor was able 
to strip the ball. Landen Clark 
recovered the ball at the Rich-
lands 40 yard line.  The Bobcats 
failed to convert the turnover to 
points when Rupe threw an in-
terception at the Blue Tornado 
13 yard line.

Richlands gained a 昀椀rst down 
before Gavin Cox connected 
with Logan Steele for a 4 yard 
completion.  Zane Rupe knocked 
the ball free and it was recovered 
again by Tanner at the Blue Tor-
nado 34 yard line. Eight plays 
later the Rupe pushed his way 
across the goal line for the sec-
ond TD of the game.  The PAT 
failed on an incomplete pass.  
Bobcats led 13-0 with 1:39 left 
in the 昀椀rst quarter.

Once again Richlands was 
able to work the ball to mid-昀椀eld 
but the drive stalled and they 
were forced to punt.  The Bob-
cats took over at their own 38.  
On the next play, Rupe took the 
ball around the left end and was 
able to cut back across 昀椀eld for 
a 62 yard touchdown.  Sproule’s 
kick was good giving the Bob-
cats a 20-0 lead with 10:52 in the 
second quarter.

On the ensuing possession the 
Blue Tornado’s Sage Webb ran 
the ball to the Bobcats 46 before 
several Cox passes fell incom-
plete and the ball was turned 
over on downs.  On the 昀椀rst play, 
PJ Prioleau was stopped for a 2 
yard loss.  The next play, how-
ever, Prioleau found a seam and 
rocketed up the middle of the 
昀椀eld for a 56 yard touchdown 
run.  The extra point gave the 
Bobcats a 27-0 lead with 8:43 
left in the half.  

Sproule’s kicko昀昀 ended up 
in the end zone for a touchback 
forcing the Blue Tornados to 

Continued from Page B1

Bobcats

was on Sept. 25, 1949 and won by 
NASCAR Hall of Famer Red By-
ron driving an Oldsmobile for car 
owner Raymond Parks. NASCAR 
Hall of Famer Richard Petty leads 
the NASCAR Cup Series in wins 
at Martinsville Speedway with 15 
victories (1960, 1962, 1963, 1967 
sweep, 1968, 1969 sweep, 1970, 
1971, 1972 sweep, 1973, 1975, 
1979) – the most any driver in the 
series has won at a single track; he 
also won 15 races at North Wil-
kesboro. Joe Gibbs Racing’s Den-

ny Hamlin leads the NASCAR 
Cup Series among active drivers 
in wins at Martinsville Speedway 
with 昀椀ve victories (2008, 2009, 
2010 sweep, 2015).

This weekend’s Blue-Emu Max-
imum Pain Relief 500 on Sunday, 
April 10, at 7:30 p.m. ET on FS1, 
MRN and SiriusXM NASCAR 
Radio (Channel 90) will be 500 
laps (263 miles) and broken up into 
the three stages. This weekend’s 
starting lineup was determined 
by Metric Qualifying.

Continued from Page B5
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#7 PJ  Pr ioleau breaks through up the middle to r ush past Richlands and score a TD

start deep in their own territory.  
On the second play, Cox threw a 
deep pass that was picked o昀昀 by 
Baylor on a leaping grab at the 
Bobcat 48.  On this possession, 
the Bobcats drive stalled after an 
o昀昀ensive interference penalty ne-
gated a completion to Cobbs at the 
15 yard line and they were forced 
to punt.  

Richlands took over and drove 
the ball to the Bobcat 19 yard line 
on several key plays including a 
4th and 6 conversion on a pass 
from Cox to Webb for 20 yards.  
After a block in the back penalty 
brought up 2nd and 25 the Rich-
lands drive stalled and Radford 
took over on downs at their own 
27.  The Bobcats failed to move 
the ball and the Sproule 55 yard 
punt pinned the Blue Tornados at 
their own 11.  

Richlands was unable to con-
vert a 昀椀rst down and was forced 

to punt.  Cobbs caught the punt 
at the 41 and returned it to the 
Richlands 22 yard line with under 
a minute left in the half.  Darius 
Wesley-Brubeck carried for three 
yards, which set up a Rupe to 
Baylor 19 yard touchdown with 16 
seconds left.  Prioleau attempted 
to throw for the 2 point conversion 
but with the receivers covered, he 
made a couple quick cuts and was 
able to reach the end zone to give 
Radford a 35-0 lead at halftime.  

The Bobcats received the sec-
ond half kicko昀昀 and were forced 
to punt.   On the next play, Cox 
threw another interception to 
Baylor where Radford took over 
on the opponents 40.   Again the 
drive stalled and Radford was 
forced to punt, pinning Richlands 
on their own 18.  After getting 
sacked on second down by Tyrel 
Dobson and Brandon Thompson, 
Cox threw his 昀椀nal interception of 
the game in which Landon Clark 
crossed the 昀椀eld and returned it 
for a pick 6.  Sproule hits the ex-

tra point and the Bobcats led 42-0 
with 3:59 left in the third quarter. 

Both teams substituted in their 
back up players and the game end-
ed with no further scoring.  The 
game was marred with lots of per-
sonal foul and unsportsmanlike 
penalties.  Many of the penalties 
were o昀昀setting.  The Bobcats 
were able to take advantage of 6 
turnovers by the Blue Tornados 
which often left Radford with a 
short 昀椀eld to score.  Rupe 昀椀nished 
with 9 carries for 86 yards and 2 
TDs and Prioleau 昀椀nished with 
8 carries for 80 and 1 TD.    De-
fensively Baylor ended up with 2 
interceptions and Tanner had 2 
fumble recoveries.  

With the win over Richlands, 
the Bobcats earned the 4th seed 
in Region 2C and will travel to 
Appomattox on Friday, April 9 
to take on the Raiders; a rematch 
from the 2018 Regional 昀椀nal in 
which the Bobcats won giving the 
Raiders their only playo昀昀 loss in 
the last 5 years.

Pot made
legal in
Virginia

RICHMOND, Va. (AP) — 
Virginia became the 昀椀rst South-
ern state to legalize marijuana 
Wednesday, as lawmakers voted 
to approve Gov. Ralph Northam’s 
proposed changes to a bill that 
will allow adults to possess and 
cultivate small amounts starting 
in July.

Northam sent the bill back to 
lawmakers substantially changed 
from the version they sent him 
in February. The amendments 
lawmakers agreed to Wednesday 
would accelerate the timeline of 
legalization by about three years, 
well before retail sales would be-
gin, a move that’s been cheered 
by racial justice advocates.

“The time has come for our 
state to legalize marijuana. The 
amendments ensure that while 
we’re doing the complicated 
work of standing up a commer-
cial market, we aren’t delaying 
immediate reforms that will 
make our Commonwealth more 
equitable for all Virginians,” 
House Majority Leader Char-
niele Herring said in urging her 
colleagues to approve the gover-
nor’s changes. 

Democrats said the bill was a 
matter of urgency, a necessary 
step to end what state 昀椀gures 
show is a disparate treatment 
of people of color under current 
marijuana laws.

Northam’s amendments 
cleared the House 53-44 with 
two abstentions during a one-
day session held for the purpose 
of putting the 昀椀nishing touches 
on the year’s legislation. In the 
Senate, lawmakers deadlocked 
20-20 and Democratic Lt. Gov. 
Justin Fairfax broke the tie, vot-
ing to approve the changes. 

The 昀椀nal version of the legis-
lation would allow adults 21 and 
up to legally possess up to one 
ounce (28.3 grams) of cannabis 
without the intent to distribute 
beginning July 1. It also would 
allow the home cultivation of up 
to four plants per household be-
ginning July 1. Public use of the 
drug will be prohibited. 

“This is not going to generate 
some ganjafest at Ji昀昀y Lube Pa-
vilion out in the parking lot, be-
cause that is smoking in public. 
Just like you can’t drink in pub-
lic, you can’t smoke in public un-
der this,” Democratic Sen. Scott 
Surovell said. 

It will be years before legal 
retail sales follow legalized pos-
session. The bill lays out the 
complex process of creating a 
new state agency to oversee the 
marijuana marketplace, with 
sales beginning and regulations 
taking e昀昀ect on Jan. 1, 2024.

Many parts of the bill dealing 
with the regulatory framework 
will have to be reapproved by 
lawmakers next year. The pos-
session and cultivation pieces 
will not. 

Republicans, who overwhelm-
ingly opposed the bill when it 
initially went through the Gen-
eral Assembly, railed against the 
latest version citing several rea-
sons. 

GOP Del. Chris Head called 
the bill “a train wreck.”

“The hard-fought compromise 
that barely made it out of this 
chamber and over to the Senate 
has just been discarded. And 
why is that? It’s because some 
activists want marijuana legal-
ized and they want it legalized 
now, consequences be damned,” 
he said. 

Some Republicans also took 
issue with labor provisions in the 
new version of the bill, in partic-
ular a change that says the gov-
ernment can revoke or suspend 
licenses issued under the new 
law in cases where an employer 
has refused to “remain neutral 
regarding any union organizing 
e昀昀orts by employees.” 

During the legislative session, 
the Senate sought to legalize 
simple possession beginning in 
July, but House Democrats ar-
gued that legalization without 
a legal market for marijuana 
could promote the growth of the 
black market. The bill as passed 
in February would not have le-
galized simple possession until 
2024. 
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'The Right Way, 'The Right Way, 
Right Away!'Right Away!'

Water Heaters • Dish Washers
Faucets • Toilets • Drain Cleaning

Repair & Replace Water & Sewer Lines 
Reasonable Prices • No Job Too Small

Pulaski Drain Service 
and Plumbing Repairs

Call 540-998-1223
Exper ienced, Licensed & Insured

DOSS’ SEPTIC TANK SERVICE, LLC

Owner /Operator : Chuck Doss
• Licensed & Insured   • 20 Years of Experience

• Calls Welcome Anytime Day or Night
24/7 Emergency Service

(540) 320-4827 / (540) 320-4817

Adult Day Ser vice reopens in Dublin
By DANIELLE REID
The Patr iot

After a year of closure because 
of COVID-19, the 4,200 square 
foot Pulaski Adult Day Service 
& Fall Prevention Center re-
opened this week to the delight 
of sta昀昀 and its founder/executive 
director, Linda Davis.  

For those who think (as I did 
previous to this tour) that the 
Center is similar to the dog-
gie daycare concept where you 
merely drop o昀昀 your loved one 
and pick them up a few hours lat-
er, you couldn’t be more wrong.  
The highly trained director and 
sta昀昀 o昀昀er multiple services and 
therapies to help the Day Care 
participants improve their qual-
ity of life.

“We have the best educated, 
quali昀椀ed and licensed sta昀昀 avail-
able.  At Pulaski Adult Day Ser-
vice & Fall Prevention Center, 
we focus on quality of care. Our 
mission is to improve the partic-
ipants’ function and quality of 
life.  Many of our participants 
have been teachers, researchers, 
professors and nurses who have 
contributed to our communi-
ty.    Some have overcome tre-
mendous physical and emotional 
challenges.  We acknowledge 
their accomplishments and help 
build their self-esteem,” adds 
Davis. 

Davis holds multiple degrees 
and certi昀椀cations including 
Doctor of Nursing Practice de-
gree (DNP) and Gerontological 

Ter r i Stuar t 
and John 
Over ton, Dir. 
of Physicians 
Relations of 
LewisGale 
Hospital stack 
donated items 
for  the Pulaski 
Adult Day 
Ser vice & Fall 
Prevention 
Center  from 
the LewisGale 
Hospital 
Employee 
Supply Dr ive 
in honor  of 
National 
Doctor s’ Day 
being held 
May 30, 2021.  
The Center  is 
located at 211 
Fifth Street 
in Dublin and 
is open M - F 
from 7:30am to 
5:00pm.

Danielle Reid/The 
Patr iot

Clinical Nurse Specialist Certi昀椀-
cation (GCNS-BC).  Additionally, 
she is certi昀椀ed in mental health 
practices and is adjunct faculty at 
Radford University. The Center 
is licensed by the Virginia De-
partment of Social Services and 

employs Registered Nurses, Cer-
ti昀椀ed Nursing Assistants and Ac-
tivity Assistants.  The sta昀昀 assess 
and monitor health conditions 
and will alert family members 
to changes in health, which helps 
prevent hospitalization.

“Many of us have taken care of 
family members and know what 
it’s all about.  The gift of service 
is the greatest gift of all,” stated 
Davis, who provided long-term 
care for her own Mother.  She 
dedicated the Clinic Room to her 
Mother, Bernice Davis.  

At the Center participants are 
provided with breakfast, lunch 
(purchased from Pulaski County-
School Dist.) and afternoon snack. 
Disabled adults with needs such 
as assistance with eating, toilet-
ing, ambulating, bathing/dressing 
and other special needs are cared 
for with respect and love.  Many 
low to moderate income families 
in our area are served regardless 
of their ability to pay.  Since open-

ing in November 2016, the Center 
has provided care for 39 families 
with many of the participants 
remaining at the Center for 8-10 
hours a day/5 days a week. 

Participants are encouraged to 
enjoy the home-like atmosphere 
and become involved in mean-
ingful activities which include 
gardening with the help of the 
Master Gardeners’ Club, music, 
games, dancing, socializing, ex-
ercise, crafts, artwork and using 
the interactive smart board do-
nated by the CE Richardson Be-
nevolent Foundation of Pulaski. 
The Foundation is also responsi-
ble for donating the ARJO Med-
ical Therapy Tub which is very 
therapeutic because of the warm 
water and bubble jets.

The Center has established 
function-speci昀椀c rooms to help 
with intake, evaluation and ther-
apy for the participants.  There is 
a fully functional exam room for 
health monitoring, a spa room, 
fall prevention equipment to help 
strengthen participants balance 
and prevent falls, a living-room 
area with comfy chairs and book-
shelves, dining area, and outside 
gardens.

Since 2019, the Center has pro-
vided hands on clinical experi-
ences in caring for older adults 
for 243 students from RU School 
of Nursing in the Gerontology 
Nursing course and Psychiat-
ric and Mental Health Nursing 
course, RU School of Occupa-
tional Therapy Program and New 
River Community College Reg-
istered Nursing Program.

On hand to help in preparation 
for reopening of the Center, Lew-
is Gale Hospital donated boxes 
of paper plates, napkins, baby 
wipes, markers, colored pencils 
and storage bins in honor of Na-
tional Doctors’ Day being cele-
brated May 30, 2021.  

 
Davis is grateful for the gen-

erous donations from the Lewis 

See SERVICE, page B10

Danielle Reid/The Patr iot

Member s of the Master  Gardener s Club ar r ived to plan the spr ing gardens at the Pulaski Adult 
Day Ser vice & Fall Prevention Center.  L-R Linda Davis, Master  Gardener  member s Cynthia 
Creighton, Douglas Mitchell, Ruth Ann Whitener  and Olin Whitener.  

Remember Your 
Cherished

Loved Ones With 
A  

Memoriam 
In

The Patriot.

Call 
540-808-3949.

Deadline Is Noon 
Wednesday.
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Gets Results!
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1-877-614-6667
CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE
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EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&
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%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only  
2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the 
�#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.� CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 
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BACKED BY A
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CLOG-FREE

GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Miss An Issue?
See it online at www.pcpatriot.com

Click on ‘View The Paper’
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PET OF THE W EEKPET OF THE W EEK

Pulaski County Animal Control, 
80 Dublin Park Rd.

Dublin, VA 24084,  540-674-8359

Pet of the Week
Is Sponsored Each 

Week By
Todd Bruce, Mgr. 
Seagle Funeral 

Home

In order to protect both the citizens of Pulaski County and our per-
sonnel, we will be closed to the public until further notice. We will 
alter our adoption process during this time.  If you are interested 
in an animal here at the shelter, please submit your application 
with you may access on our Face Book page:   Pulaski County, VA 
Animal Control, Once your application is approved, you will be 
contacted and a time will be made available for you to do a meet 
and greet.

Monday-Fr iday 
10AM-4PM and 10AM-12Noon on Saturday

SATURDAY, APRIL 17, 2021 AT 
9 AM EDT – 1 PM EDT

Vaccination Clinic- Pulaski Co. Animal Control
Please call 540-674-8359 and reserve 

a time to bring your animal in.  
Space is limited so call now!

T.A. Produce
Route 11, Dublin

Spring Is Near ...
Seed Potatoes Are Here!

Vine Ripe Tomatoes, Apples, Naval Oranges, Strawberries, Sweet 
NY Cabbage, Amish Cheeses, Nuts, Onion Sets,

Dried Beans, 10 Lb. Bags of Pintos, Variety of Canned Goods.

Delicious Sweet Cantaloupes, Watermelons!

We Appreciate Our Customers!

Call
674-4233

Open 9-6
Closed Sunday

Gale Hospital employees, as well 
as all the others who have con-
tributed time, talents and fund-
ing to keep the Center open.

“The Center is absolutely 
God’s work.  He gave me this 
project to help me through the 
loss of my Mother and provided 
the education and skills to take 
care of others.  People should be 
celebrated, not overlooked and 
their accomplishments should be 
acknowledged.  At the Pulaski 
Adult Day Service and Fall Pre-
vention Center we get to do that.  
I see our participants as jewels,” 
Davis stated.

The Pulaski Adult Day Ser-
vice and Fall Prevention Center 
is a 501c-3 Non-pro昀椀t organiza-
tion.  For additional information 
or donations go to:  https://www.
facebook.com/pulaskiadultday-
service/ or call 540.307-5487.

Also, Davis says they are do-
ing a webinar on Zoom with 
the Alzheimer’s Association on 
April 19th from 1:00-2:00 PM 
on Living with Alzheimer’s Dis-
ease. Call Davis to register.

Continued from Page B7

Service Par ticipants are encouraged 
to enjoy the home-like 
atmosphere and become 
involved in meaningful 
activities which include 
gardening with the help 
of the Master  Gardener s’ 
Club, music, games, dancing, 
socializing, exercise, crafts 
and ar twork.  Comfy chair s 
and couches, bookshelves 
and ar twork provide the 
par ticipants with a quiet place 
to rest, relax and read at the 
Pulaski Adult Day Ser vice & 
Fall Prevention Center  located 
in Dublin.

Danielle Reid/The Patr iot

April is National Pecan Month
Laura Reasor
Associate Family and 
Consumer Science Agent, Pu-
laski/Giles

April is a month worth cele-
brating for the nutritious pecan! 
Pecans are heart healthy, can help 
lower cholesterol, and contains 
more than 19 vitamins and miner-
als. These vitamins include vita-
min A, vitamin E, folic acid, cal-
cium, magnesium, phosphorus, 
potassium, several B vitamins and 
zinc. Pecans also contain a helpful 
amount of 昀椀ber. 1 ounce of pecans 
provides 10% of the recommend-
ed daily value. They are also a 

natural, high-quality source of pro-
tein that contain few carbohydrates 
and no cholesterol. These nuts are a 
delicious addition to tossed salads, 
chicken salads, or trail mix!

Pecans are commercially grown 
in 15 southern U.S. states including 
Alabama, Arkansas, Arizona, Cal-
ifornia, Florida, Georgia, Kansas, 
Louisiana, Missouri, Mississip-
pi, North Carolina, New Mexico, 
Oklahoma, South Carolina, and 
Texas. This counts for an aver-
age between 250 and 300 million 
pounds per year, which is about 
80% of the world’s pecan supply. 
They are grown in groves or or-

chards of trees. Fun fact, it takes be-
tween 7 to 10 years before a pecan 
tree begins to produce a full supply 
of nuts and can produce for more 
than 100 years!

Pulaski Adult Day Ser vice and
Fall Prevention Center

https://www.facebook.com/pulaskiadultdayservice/ 
or call 540.307-5487.


