
Locally Owned And Operated

Distributed FREE On Fridays For 12 Years

WEEKEND WEATHER

Mostly sunny, with a high near 
49. Light west wind becoming 
northwest 5 to 10 mph in the 
morning.

Saturday Night - Mostly clear, 
with a low around 28.

Saturday Sunday
Mostly sunny, with a high near 
49.

Sunday Night - Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 32.

Valley Staffing Inc.Valley Staffing Inc.
Wright Ave., Dublin, Va.Wright Ave., Dublin, Va.

540-674-3103 540-674-3103     
EEO  Apply Today At www.valleystaffingjobs.com  DRUG FREE

IM M EDI ATE OPENINGSIM M EDI ATE OPENINGS

103 JOBS!
YOU CAN PICK THE AREA, YOUR PAY AND GET 

THE JOB YOU REALLY WANT!

WE HAVE 103 JOB OPENINGS WITH 
STARTING PAY FROM $11.50 - $18.00 HOUR.
OPENINGS IN 6 AREA COUNTIES - MOSTLY 

IN PULASKI AND DUBLIN. ALL SHIFTS.
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Celebrating 141 
years of service, 
and family owned.

Traditional services 
with traditional 
values.

Accepting 
pre-arrangements 
from other
 funeral homes.

Financing for 
funerals available

415 N. Jefferson Avenue • Pulaski, Va., 24301
S. Todd Bruce, Manager/Owner

540-980-1700

We Support Law Enforcement
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School, county officials say
more on student info breach
By WILLIAM PAINE
For The Patriot

Officials from both the school 
system and the county have now 
made additional statements con-
cerning The Patriot’s article last 
week concerning county employ-
ees finding confidential student 
information scattered along the 
hallways of the old Pulaski Mid-
dle School.

The PMS building was closed 
in the spring of 2020 because the 
newly constructed Pulaski Coun-
ty Middle School made it obso-
lete, and students began attending 
the new school in the fall of 2020. 

Between Spring 2020 and fall 
2021, the old middle school was 
broken into on more than one oc-
casion. 

The school board eventual-
ly transferred ownership of the 
old middle school building to 
the county, and when county 
employees entered the building 
last month, they found confiden-
tial student and faculty  records 
spread across the floor.

When informed of this, Pulaski 
County Administrator Jonathan 
Sweet emailed School Superin-
tendent Dr. Kevin Siers to alert 
him about this potentially danger-
ous breach of privacy.

The Patriot received copies of 
this email on Wednesday, Oct. 27 
and before publishing its contents, 
asked Siers for a response. 

In the meantime, county ad-
ministrator Sweet issued a state-
ment. 

“We were under the impression 
when the school board handed 
over the building that it was free 
and clear of all … sensitive par-
ent, teacher and student informa-
tion.”

The school administration is-
sued its response fully a week 
later on the afternoon of Thurs-
day, Nov. 4, wherein PCPS of-
fered to “provide complimentary 
12-month credit monitoring for all 
students and teachers impacted by 
this event.”

Tuesday’s school board meet-
ing ended with Siers and School 
Board Chairman Timmy Hurst re-

sponding to this potential breach 
of privacy.

Superintendent Siers stat-
ed that Pulaski County Public 
Schools acted in good faith in 
turning PMS over as quickly as 
possible. 

According to Siers, the school 
had expected to have a full year 
to clean out the building but that 
it was done in, “less than nine 
months because the county had 
expressed a fear of the developer 
losing interest in the property, as 
well as windows closing on their 
funding opportunities.”

Siers also mentioned a formal 
request by Board of Supervisors 
Chairman Joe Guthrie at, “our 
December 2020 board meeting, 
where he stated that Pulaski 
Middle School did not need to be 
cleaned out because the develop-
er was ready to take the building 
as is.”

In his final statement of the 
meeting, Chairman Hurst said, 
“All aspects of this situation are 

See BREACH, page A2

Towers providing broadband 
activated in Snowville, Hiwassee
By WILLIAM PAINE
For The Patriot

Members of the Pulaski County 
Board of Supervisors, along with 
several members of the county 
administration, made their way 
out to a newly constructed steel 
tower on the south side of the New 
River, so as to flip the switch that 
will provide broadband internet 
service to Hiwassee. 

The 175-foot steel tower lo-
cated next to the Hiwassee Fire 
Station is one of two such towers 
that the county constructed us-
ing C.A.R.E.S. Act funding. The 
other newly constructed tower is 
located next to the Snowville fire 
station.

The transmitters on these tow-
ers will make high speed internet 
access available within a five-
mile radius of each tower. The 
goal of this project is to provide 
high speed internet access to parts 
of the county that had little or no 

high-speed internet access before.
Supervisors in attendance for 

this ceremonial flip of the switch 
included John Travis, Dirk Comp-
ton and Laura Walters. 

Since these towers are both in 
Laura Walters’ Ingles District, she 
was given the honor of activating 
the new broadband transmitters. 

“We’re really happy to be here 
this afternoon to light this tower 
up so that we can provide broad-
band to a lot of our citizens in this 
area that hadn’t had it before,” 
Walters said after flipping the 
switch. 

“This doesn’t come from local 
money, but rather C.A.R.E.S Act 
funding which  came through the 
state to the tune of $400,000. The 
project is going to serve about 900 
residential and business custom-
ers in this area that haven’t had 
access to the internet before. So 
that’s going to be awesome.”

“And I’d like to thank all of 
our county staff that’s worked 

on this so hard. I’d like to thank 
All Points for partnering with us 
on this job and everybody that’s 
been involved,” Walters contin-
ued. “It’s been a long process and 
we’re really glad to have it com-
pleted and working.”

All Points Broadband worked 
in concert with the Pulaski Coun-
ty to provide this new service. 
According to Jason Politis of All 
Points Broadband, the transmit-
ters of this high-speed internet 
service will be able to penetrate 
through trees in places closer to 
the towers, but will work primar-
ily through line of sight transmis-
sions. 

“We’re able to offer 50 mega-
bits per second off of these tow-
ers, which is something that was 
desperately needed for a lot of 
folks in the area,” stated Politis. 
“It’s a low latency connection, 
which means it sends and re-
ceives its information within mil-

See TOWERS, page A10
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State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company

Bloomington, IL

Texas County Mutual
Dallas, TX1601561

Drive 
happier.

Join the millions who protect 
their cars with us. It’s one 
more way I’m here to help  

life go right .™

CALL ME TODAY  
FOR A QUOTE.

Webb Donald, Agent
2001 Bob White Blvd
Pulaski, VA  24301
Bus: 540-980-6592

webb.donald.rnlb@statefarm.com

62 E. Main Street, Pulaski • 980-5129
Monday-Tuesday, 8 a.m.-9 p.m.

Wednesday-Thursday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Friday, 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

PULASKI FAMILY 
DENTISTRY

Dr. Cindy Southern says,
“Be true to your teeth,

or they’ll be false to you!”

Continued from Page A1

Breach

disappointing.  The information 
that was leaked to a local news-
paper as well as to a private cit-
izen was leaked was leaked by a 
member of the board of super-
visors. The school board knows 
the name of the member of the 
board of supervisors who leaked 
that information. We don’t know 
why. We don’t know what they 
expected to gain from leaking 
that information. 

It’s also distracting to the 
school system and the school 
board, and it’s also distracting 
from what our superintendent 
deals with on a daily basis. The 
job of the school board is to pro-
vide and do everything that we 
can to promote and provide the 
best educational experience for 
children in Pulaski County. That 
is what we need to be focused 
on.”

Hurst said he would not be 
sharing the name of the member 
of the board of supervisors who 
leaked the information at the 
meeting.

“That is for the board of super-
visors to deal with,” he said.

Sweet responded with the fol-
lowing statement:

“The statement of facts given 
by the Superintendent were not 
entirely accurate as to why there 

was personnel, personal and sen-
sitive teacher, parent and student 
information left behind in the Pu-
laski Middle School. The County 
did indeed respectfully request 
the school board carry out an ex-
pedited hand-over of the facility, 
but in title only, in order to sim-
ply move the redevelopment of 
the property forward. We did not 
in any way request that they leave 
substantial amounts of personnel, 
personal and sensitive teacher, 
parent and student information in 
an unattended building.  

“Furthermore, the Superinten-
dent was aware that the facility 
had been broken into and it is my 
understanding that he made no 
attempt to retrieve any sensitive 
teacher, parent and student infor-
mation from PMS following that 
account.  

“As previously stated, County 
staff diligently contacted school 
personnel on Tuesday, Oct. 26 to 
come and remove sensitive mate-
rials from the premises that were 
discovered during the extensive 
cleaning out of the facility. School 
staff retrieved some of those sen-
sitive materials, but left what ap-
pears to be vaccination records 
all over the floors of the hallways. 
These were accessed and spread 
throughout the building by the 
perpetrators of a previous break-
ing and entering incident.  

“My only intent by taking a 
picture of the exposed documents 
that were left behind and sending 

it to the Superintendent by way of 
email marked “IMPORTANT” 
on Oct. 27, was to communicate a 
level of seriousness and urgency 
and plead with him to once and 
for all retrieve these sensitive 
documents.

“I was pleased when he re-
sponded and later sent someone 
over to sweep up these highly sen-
sitive documents from the floors 
of the vacated school, especially 
considering he had been notified 
that trustees from the NRV Jail 
were in the building to assist in 
cleaning the tremendous amount 
of surplus items left behind.  

“It was, however, with extreme 
disappointment I learned that it 
wasn’t until Friday, Oct. 29 that 
the Superintendent sent over a 
team of school personnel to once 
again finish the important task 
and satisfy the school board’s 
responsibility and obligation of 
securing and protecting sensitive 
teacher, parent and student infor-
mation.  

“The Board of Supervisors and 
County staff was and is in no way 
part of any negligence associat-
ed with the failure to secure and 
maintain personnel, personal and 
sensitive teacher, parent and stu-
dent information. 

“Furthermore, it is the school 
board’s obligation under the Fam-
ily Educational Rights and Pri-
vacy Act (FERPA) (20 U.S.C. § 
1232g; 34 CFR Part 99) to protect 
the privacy of student education 

records and as such, they are also 
responsible for the safe keeping 
of their students’ sensitive med-
ical records and personal infor-
mation, such as social security 
numbers.  

“The Board of Supervisors, 
County Administrator and coun-
ty staff should not be responsible 
for having to remind the super-
intendent of this important re-
sponsibility of the school board, 
nor should we be publicly den-
igrated in a prepared statement 
read aloud in a public meeting for 
our sincere efforts to protect and 
safeguard the numerous teachers, 
parents and students who may 
have been affected by the negli-
gent handling of sensitive infor-
mation left in their care.  

“This is a perfect example of 
no good deed going unpunished.  
But I don’t want to make this 
about me or the way the school 
board and superintendent choose 
to misrepresent and mischarac-
terize the actual events and mo-
tivations behind the actions that 
took place to safeguard sensitive 
materials. This should simply be 
about all those potentially affect-
ed by the failure to properly and 
legally secure the personal and 
sensitive information of our most 
precious resource – our children.”

Guthrie also stated he would 
have a response to the school 
board and superintendent either 
prior to or at the Board of Super-
visors’ next meeting, Nov. 29.

VETERAN
SALUTE

Royce Glennwood Lookabill
U.S. Army 1969-1971

SP 5
Fort Bragg, N.C.

Hometown: Pulaski, VA

School 
board 
urged to 
change 
policy
By WILLIAM PAINE
For The Patriot

The Pulaski County School 
Board met Tuesday evening and 
along with hearing a great deal 
of input regarding school board 
policy, managed to pass several 
agenda items. 

Jill Williams spoke at the first 
of two public comment periods 
to express her concerns about 
the reading proficiency levels of 
students in the Pulaski County 
school system.

According to Ms. Williams, 
data from Pulaski County 
Schools states that two out of five 
Pulaski County students were 
not reading proficiently for their 
grade level. In addition, in one 
particular school, 80 percent of 
the black students and 50 percent 
of the white students failed their 
standardized reading tests.

Williams suggested that 
smaller class sizes would help to 
remedy the problem and urged 
the board to take on the West 
Virginia standard of not allow-
ing more than 10 kids in a kin-
dergarten class.

Lynn Clark, retired Pulaski 
County teacher, spoke after Ms. 
Williams and also advocated for 
the hiring of more para-profes-
sionals.

The board approved a person-
nel agenda which included the 
hiring of 36 “Learning Loss Tu-
tors.”

The board then approved 
changes in the Pulaski County 
High School course catalogue 
for 2022/2023. Notable changes 
include removing AP English 
Literature and Composition, 
adding a course in African 
American History, renaming 

See POLICY, page A9
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PUBLIC NOTICE

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND 
URBAN DEVELOPMENT

HANDICAPPED REGULATIONS

This notice is published pursuant to the requirements of 24 
CFR Part 8, Nondiscrimination Based on Handicap in Federally 
Assisted Programs and Activities of the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development, as published in the Federal Register 
on June 2, 1988. 24 CFR Part 8 prohibits discrimination against 
qualified individuals because of their handicapped status.

The Town of Pulaski advises the public, employees, and job 
applicants that it does not discriminate on the basis of handicapped 
status in admission or treatment or employment in its programs 
and activities.  

The Town of Pulaski has designated the following as the contact 
to coordinate efforts to comply with this requirement.

Such inquiries should be addressed to:

Ms. Darlene Burcham, Town Manager
Town of Pulaski
P.O. Box 660
Pulaski, Virginia 24301
(540) 994-8601
Virginia Relay: 711
(540) 994-8699 (Fax)
8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

New park facilities named for Akers, Penn
By MIKE WILLIAMS
The Patriot

Last Tuesday, Pulaski Town 
Council voted to name its new 
skate park and basketball court 
after two citizens who have had 
a significant impact on town resi-
dents – young and old.

The town’s newest park – at 
99 First Street N.E. on property 
where a former General Chemical 
facility once stood – will eventu-
ally be given a permanent name 
when it opens early next year.

However, as a way to honor lo-
cal citizens, some on council have 
recommended giving temporary 
names to both the skate park and 
basketball court that will take up 
most of the park facility.

Every couple years those tem-
porary names will be changed to 
new honorees, and all the names 
will be permanently displayed at 
the park.

Councilman Jamie Radcliffe 
suggested two names at the meet-
ing, and council approved each on 
unanimous votes.

For the first two years of its exis-
tence, the skate park will be named 
for Matthew Cameron Akers. 

Akers passed away at the age of 
30 in 2013. 

Radcliffe told council that Akers 
had given much to the youth of the 
town for many years prior to his 
death as a coach of youth sports 
in the town. Radcliffe said Akers’ 
contributions to young people in 
Pulaski ranged from monetary to 
hours of work coaching and men-
toring kids in town through recre-
ation sports.

Matthew was the son of Dirk 

and Sabrina Akers of Pulaski who 
were in attendance at the council 
meeting.

The basketball court will be 
named for the first two years for 
councilman Lane Penn.

Radcliffe suggested Penn for 
the honor as well, saying Penn had 
served the public for most of his 
life through the military and public 
works projects throughout the town 
and county.

Radcliffe said Penn “is as close to 
my hero as there has ever been.”

In another recreation-related 
item, Karen Gerlach of the Friends 
of Draper Mountain approached 
council about naming the mountain 
bike trails on the mountain after 
Mike McMillion.

McMillion, who passed away un-
expectedly Aug. 19 from a heart at-
tack, was known as the “Bike Guy” 
or “Bike Mike” to many in Pulaski 
County.

McMillion led a group of vol-
unteers to pioneer mountain bike 
trails on Draper Mountain, giving 
thousands of hours to clearing and 
building a trail system for public 
enjoyment.

He moved to Pulaski in 2010 an 
opened Pulaski Bikes, a bicycle 
sales and repair shop in the His-
toric Train Station.  Since then, he 
became a prominent ambassador 
for the town of Pulaski and the sur-
rounding area. 

Gerlach, whose Friends group 
includes hikers and mountain bik-
ers, has adopted the top of Drap-
er Mountain as part of the state’s 
Adopt a Spot program. They are 
also adopting the lower portion of 
the mountain off Valley Road in 
Pulaski.

The “adoption” of the areas in-
cludes cleaning up litter and main-
taining the trails.  

Gerlach said the group hopes to 
raise funds to pay for signage at 
the bike trails, and asked council to 
consider doing more to promote the 
trails. She said already hikers and 
mountain bikers from all over the 
area and several other states visit 
Pulaski to make use of the trails.

In other action, council unani-
mously approved an ordinance cre-
ating the New River Valley Passen-
ger Rail Station Authority.

According to Town Manager 
Darlene Burcham, the ordinance 
is being approved by several NRV 
localities in support of efforts to 
establish a passenger rail station in 
the valley.

Other localities involved in the 
effort include the counties of Floyd, 
Giles, Montgomery and Pulaski; 
the City of Radford, the towns of 
Pulaski, Blacksburg and Chris-
tiansburg as well as Radford Uni-
versity and Virginia Tech.

The Commonwealth of Virginia 
committed $257 million to get pas-
senger service to this area by 2025. 
The project will include a new sta-
tion and facilities. A combination 
of federal, state and local/regional 
funding will be used.

The station is currently ear-
marked to be built in Christians-
burg.

“Bringing passenger rail ser-
vice back to the New River Valley 
will fuel tourism, drive economic 
growth, and create new opportu-
nities for the region’s 180,000 resi-
dents and 40,000 college students,” 
said Governor Ralph Northam at 
the time. He said ridership forecasts 

show a “healthy demand for ser-
vice” in the NRV.

Finally, Captain Mike Hudson of 
the Pulaski Police Department in-
troduced two new officers.

Officer Andrew Doney is a 2021 
graduate of Radford University 
with a major in Criminal Justice 
and a minor in Leadership and Mil-
itary Science. While at Radford, 
he participated in the Army ROTC 

program for four years. He pres-
ently serves in the Army Reserves.

Officer Robert Weber graduated 
Radford University in 2013 with a 
major in Criminal Justice and a 
minor in Psychology. After work-
ing three years for the Department 
of Homeland Security and then 
six years at Anne Arundel County 
MD Police Department, he relo-
cated to Virginia. 
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RICHARD WADE 
RATCLIFFE 

Richard Wade Ratcliffe, age 52 
of Pulaski, died Monday, Novem-
ber 8, 2021 at Carilion Roanoke 
Memorial Hospital.  He was born 
in Pulaski on May 25, 1969, and 
was the son of the late Ada Pierce 
Pinkard Ratcliffe, and Charlie 
Robert Ratcliffe.  Richard was a 
member of the graduating class 
of 1987 of the Pulaski County 
High School.

In addition to his parents, 
he was preceded in death by a 
brother:  Robert Danny Ratcliffe:  
sisters; Sherry Wolfe, Linda R. 
Ayers, and Eva Gay Dickson.  
He is survived by two brothers:  
Donald Foster Ratcliffe of Pu-
laski, and Ronald Ray Ratcliffe 
(Sandra) of Snowville:  a sister; 
Becky O’Dell of Patrick Springs, 
and a sister-in-law; Patty Rat-
cliffe of Dublin.

Funeral services will be held 
Saturday, November 13, 2021 
at 11:00 a.m. at Seagle Funer-
al Home, with the Rev. Randal 
Jones officiating.  Interment will 
be in Goshen Cemetery in Spur 
Branch, Little Creek.  There will 
be no visiting at the funeral home.

Online condolences may be 
sent to the family by visiting 
www.seaglefuneralhome.com   
Arrangements by Seagle Funeral 
Home, Pulaski.

ROBERT HYLTON 
COFFEY, JR. 

Robert Hylton Coffey, Jr. age 
29 died Monday, November 1, 
2021 at Roanoke Memorial Hos-
pital. Born December 22, 1991 
in Radford, he is the son of Rob-
ert H. Coffey and Karen Davis 
Coffey.

He graduated in the class of 
2011 at Pulaski County high 
school. He always was a part of 
sports and mastered the skate-
board. He marched to the beat 
of his own drum. Bobby valued 
family and honored friendships 
and always spreads positivity to 
those around him.

He is survived by his
Mother – Karen Coffey – Pu-

laski
Father – Robert Coffey Sr. – 

Pulaski
Sister – Evony Coffey – TN
Maternal Grandmother – Ma-

rie Ann Hill – Pulaski
Paternal Grandmother – Bon-

nie Coffey – Pulaski
Aunt and Uncles – Lynn Da-

vis, Ricky Davis, Jimmy Coffey, 
Jessie Coffey & Travis Coffey

Nephews – Colton Martin and 
Reid Davis along with many 
cousins and extended family

A Memorial service will be 
held 2:00 PM, Thursday, No-
vember 11, 2021 at The Bread 
of Life Chapel, 3649 Robinson 
Tract Rd Pulaski VA 24301.

In lieu of flowers, please send 
donations to The American 
Foundation for Suicide Preven-
tion. To sign his online guest-
book, visit www.bowerfuner-
alhome.com – Bower Funeral 
Homes, Pulaski is handling the 
arrangements for the family.

RICKEY LEE DAVIS 
Rickey Lee Davis, age 61, of 

Pulaski passed away Monday, No-
vember 1, 2021 peacefully with a 
smile, watching the sun set. Rick-
ey was born November 23, 1959, 
in Washington County, Virginia, 
he was the son of the late Sterl 
H. Davis and Bernice Lillian Ax-
ton-Davis of Damascus, Virginia. 
Rickey spent his whole life work-
ing hard, being Rickey, and tell-
ing jokes.

Rickey is survived by his son, 
Brandon Lee Davis and wife, 
Barbara Davis, of Virginia, sis-
ter Patricia Davis-Mullins, and 
husband, Davis Mullins, of North 
Carolina, sister Linda Davis, of 
Virginia, brother Jim Davis, and 
wife, Teresa Davis, of Virginia, 
brother Robin Davis, of Virgin-
ia, sister Lisa Davis-Creasy, and 
husband Mark Creasy, of Virgin-
ia, grandchildren Noah Davis and 
Rachel Davis, and longtime fam-
ily friend, David (Chico) Cole, of 
Virginia

Graveside funeral services will 
be held on Tuesday, November 16, 
2021, at 12:00 p.m. at Oakwood 
Cemetery in Pulaski, Virgin-
ia. There will be no visitation at 
Seagle Funeral Home.  The Davis 
family would like to send special 
thanks to everyone who helped 
Rickey throughout his life.

To send messages of condolenc-
es to the family, please visit www.
seaglefuneralhome.com. Seagle 
Funeral Home, of Pulaski, is han-
dling arrangements for the Davis 
Family.

EVA DORA TRUEHEART 
Eva Dora Trueheart of Draper, 

Va. was born Nov. 7, 1943 to Irvin 
and Pauline Trueheart and was 
called to her heavenly home on 
Nov. 6, 2021.

She was a member of Slaugh-
ter’s Chapel United Methodist 
Church. She continued to serve 
God as a member of Randolph 
Avenue United Methodist Church.

She was preceded in death by 
her parents; siblings, Billy, Gar-
land, Rudolph, Joseph Sr., Lester, 
George, Thomas, Nancy Mae; 
nephews, Bishop Trueheart, Jo-
seph Trueheart Jr. and great-niece 
LaShauna Harper.

She leaves to cherish her mem-
ory a special niece and nephew, 
Brenda Jones (Marco) and Mi-
chael Trueheart (Scarlett); nieces, 
Claudine Dobbins (Gene), Ste-
panie Poindexter (Robert), Arnita 
Harper; nephew Dean Trueheart 
(Toni); great-nieces and neph-
ews, Ervin Trueheart, Courtney 
Asimeng, Taylor Jones, Amanda 
East, Erica Aikens, Mika True-
heart, Marcus McClanahan, JL 
Trueheart, Cayla Trueheart, Cier-
ra Trueheart, Christopher True-
heart, Jasmine Roberts, Robert 
Poindexter, Tanecia Harvey and 
eight great-great nieces and neph-
ews and a host of special friends.

Eva graduated from Christians-
burg Institute where she was a 
proud majorette. She went on to 
become a very hard worker for 
the Radford Arsenal and Volvo 
Trucks from which she retired.

She loved her family very much 
and helped to raise Bishop, Bren-
da and Michael. She quickly be-
came “Nana” as great-nieces and 
nephews were added to her fam-
ily. Eva loved shopping, singing, 
dancing and mowing grass. She 
was an avid Dallas Cowboys fan 
and enjoyed bowling and playing 
softball.

RONALD GANNON 
“RONNIE” WITT 

Ronald Gannon “Ronnie” 
Witt, age 51, of Pulaski, Virgin-
ia, won his battle with life on No-
vember 4, 2021 after accepting 
the Lord as his personal savior 
several years ago. Ronnie read 
his Bible frequently and quoted 
the Bible often.

Ronnie was born October 29, 
1970. He was preceded in death 
by his mother, Francis Witt, and 
is survived by his daddy, Sam 
Witt, two brothers and their 
wives, Doug and Teressa Witt 
and Jeff and Yvonne Witt, and 
his two children, Victoria Witt 
and Megan Witt. Ronnie is also 
survived by numerous nieces 
and nephews, a goddaughter, and 
many friends.  He was loved by 
many and will be missed beyond 
words.

Ronnie graduated from Pulas-
ki County High School in 1988 
and the next year he attended 
Nashville Auto Diesel College. 
After attending college, Ronnie 
worked as a diesel mechanic for 
several years. He worked at plac-
es such as Caterpillar, Harvey 
Chevrolet, and I-81 Truck Stop. 
After this, he worked in the heat-
ing and air business for many 
years until his health failed him.

Funeral Services were held on 
Thursday, November 11, 2021 at 
the Bower Funeral Home-Chap-
el in Pulaski, Virginia officiated 
by Pastor Charlie Barbettini and 
followed by a graveside service 
at Oakwood Cemetery also in 
Pulaski, Virginia.

In lieu of flowers, please con-
sider a donation to: Taking It To 
The Streets Ministry (PO Box 
30, Pulaski, Virginia 24301).

To sign Ronald’s online guest-
book, visit www.bowerfuneral-
home.com

Bower Funeral Homes, Pulas-
ki is handling the arrangements 
for the family.

EDWARD CHRIS

Edward Chris, age 66 of Barren Springs, VA passed away Thurs-
day, November 4, 2021 at the Lewis Gale Medical Center, Salem. 
Born September 10, 1955 in Edison Township, New Jersey he was the 
son of the late Michael John Chris & Beatrice Hand Chris. He was 
also preceded in death by several brothers and sisters.

He is survived by his
Children – Anita Bradford – FL, Eddie Chris – FL, Leslie Tigner – 

Galax, Chance Chris – Barren Springs
Grandchildren – Kenneth Bradford, Jr., Drew Bradford, Terry 

Bradford, Zayden Mitchell, Isaac Chris, III, Damien Chris, Cassidy 
Bradley

Great Granddaughter – Blake Bradford
Two brothers, Two sisters
Memorial services will be held at a later date. To sign Edward’s on-

line guestbook, visit www.bowerfuneralhome.com – Bower Funeral 
Homes, Pulaski is handling the arrangements for the family.

STANLEY DAVID VUICICH 

Stanley David Vuicich, age 50 of Dublin passed away Saturday, Oc-
tober 30, 2021 at his home. Born December 25, 1970 in Cleveland, 
Ohio, he was the son of Johanna Francis Zalar Vuicich and the late 
Raymond Eugene Vuicich,,Sr.

He was a veteran of the United States Army and was a nurse in 
healthcare industry.

He is survived by his
Mother – Johanna Francis Zalar Vuicich – Atlanta, GA
Brothers - Raymond Vuicich, Jr and wife, Allison – Atlanta, GA, 

Brian Vuicich – Pulaski
Sister – Michelle Vuicich – Pulaski
Nieces - Felicia Cozart, Cecilia Vuicich, Gabriella Vuicich, Bridget 

Vuicich, Victoria Vuicich, Agatha Vuicich  
Nephew - Trey Vuicich
Great Nephews - Andrew and Gideon Cozart
Memorial services will be held at the Southwest Virginia Veterans 

Cemetery at a later date.
To sign Stanley’s online guestbook, visit www.bowerfuneralhome.

com
Bower Funeral Homes, Pulaski is handling the arrangements for 

the family.

JEROME LEE 
SWARTZ, JR. 

Jerome Lee Swartz, Jr., 55, 
passed away at his home in Pu-
laski, Va. on Tuesday, August 3, 
2021.

The Swartz family is in the 
care of Mullins Funeral Home & 
Crematory. www.mullinsfuneral-
home.com

MELISSA JOANN 
WORRELL

Melissa Joann Worrell, 44, of 
Barren Springs, VA., passed away 
peacefully on Tuesday, November 
9, 2021. 

The Worrell family is in the 
care of Mullins Funeral Home & 
Crematory in Radford, Virginia. 
www.mullinsfuneralhome.com.

Additional
Obituaries 

On Page A5
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CHRISTINE GRIMES 
MILLER 

Christine Grimes Miller, age 88 
of Pulaski passed away Monday, 
November 8, 2021 at the Lew-
is-Gale Hospital, Pulaski. Born 
June 15, 1933 in Woodlawn, Vir-
ginia she was the daughter of the 
late Thomas & Mae Winesett 
Grimes. She was also preceded in 
death by her son, Rick Landreth, 
granddaughter, Christy Landreth, 
brothers, Cromer, Doug and Evans 
Grimes, sisters, Almeta Frazier, 
Cleta Mabe and Eva Lineberry.

She is survived by her 
Husband – Lonnie Jerry Miller 

– Pulaski
Children – Robin (Ronnie) Hor-

ton – Dublin, Rodney (Kathy) 
Landreth – SC

Daughter-in-law – Anita 
Landreth – Pulaski

Grandchildren – Miranda Hor-
ton, Ashley Horton, Ronnie Hor-
ton, Jr., Emily Landreth, Maizy 
Landreth, Rick Landreth, Michael 
(Jessica) Epperly, Samantha (Lee) 
Sutherland, Jennifer (Darren) Dal-
ton, Hunter Bailey, Aurora Jordan 
Rose

Great Grandchildren – Desti-
nee Landreth, Matthew Horton, 
Ella Horton and Atliegh Dalton, 
Brooke Sutherland, James Suther-
land, Brogan Epperly and Keeton 
Epperly

Great, Great Granddaughter – 
Emersyn Albert

Brother – Donald (Dorothy) 
Grimes – Carroll County

Sisters – Leona Carter – Galax, 
Enola Gay (Bob) Burcham – Dub-
lin

CHAROLETTE LAMAR 
KATZ 

Charolette Lamar Katz, age 78 of 
Pulaski, died Tuesday, November 2, 
2021 at Lewis Gale Hospital – Pu-
laski.  She was born in Pulaski on 
March 3, 1943 and was the daugh-
ter of the late Elsie Rogers Keene 
and Lamar William Keene.  Charo-
lette was a member of the Open 
Door Baptist Church and was the 
bookkeeper for WBLB Radio Sta-
tion in Pulaski, where she will be 
sadly missed.  Charolette was also a 
graduate of the 1961 class of Pulas-
ki High School.  In addition to her 
parents, she was preceded in death 
by two brothers:  Michael Jewel 
Keene and John Wesley Keene.  
She is survived by her daughter:  
Tonya L. Quesenberry and her hus-
band David of Dublin:  a son;  Mar-
tin “Marty” Katz of Pulaski:  her 
brother; Roger William Keene of 
Parrott:  Grandchildren; Amanda 
Quesenberry of Pulaski, and Hanah 
Hillman and her husband Matt of 
Strafford, NH:  three great-grand-
children:  Isabella Greene, Brad-
ley Greene, and Harrison Greene.  
Charlotte is also survived by neph-
ews and a multitude of friends.

Funeral services were held on 
Saturday, November 6, 2021 at 
Seagle Funeral Home with the Rev. 
Kelly Howlett officiating.  Pall-
bearers were Chris Keene, Dusty 
Keene, Michael Patrick Keene, 
Joshua Keene, Lisco Russel, and 
Steven Parks. Interment will follow 
in Thornspring Cemetery.  

Online condolences may be sent 
to the family by visiting www.sea-
glefuneralhome.com 

Arrangements by Seagle Funeral 
Home, Pulaski.

BONNIE JUNE GOFF 
HINKLEY 
June 29, 1934 -

November 6, 2021
Bonnie June Goff Hinkley, 87, 

passed away Saturday, November 
6, 2021 at her home in Dublin. She 
was preceded in death by her par-
ents, Henderson and Lena Goff; 
husband, Raynard Cloyd Hinkley; 
son, George Calvin Hinkley; 4 
sisters; 5 brothers; and great great 
grandson.

Survivors include her daugh-
ters, Rita Nester, Ruth Boyd, and 
Angie Helm; son, Wayne Hinkley; 
11 grandchildren; 12 great grand-
children; 3 great great grandchil-
dren; a brother; a sister; and many 
other relatives and friends.

Funeral services were held 
Thursday, November 11, 2021at 
Fairlawn Grace Brethren Church 
with Rev. Lester Kennedy, Jr. of-
ficiating. Interment followed in 
Highland Memory Gardens in 
Dublin.

In lieu of flowers, please con-
sider donations to St. Jude’s Chil-
drens Hospital or to the Fairlawn 
Brethern Church.

The Hinkley family is in the 
care of Mullins Funeral Home & 
Crematory in Radford, Virginia. 
www.mullinsfuneralhome.com.

CLARA ANN STEPHENS 
TOWNSEND 

Clara Ann Stephens Townsend, 
age 56 of Little Creek passed 
away Wednesday, November 3, 
2021 at her home. Born December 
22, 1964 in Mebane, North Caro-
lina she was the daughter of the 
late Howard M. Stephens & Eva 
Marie Mitchell Stephens.

She is survived by her
 Husband – David Allen 

Townsend – Dublin
 Daughter – Cassandra Kerno-

dle – Pulaski
Sister – Brenda Stephens – 

Dublin
Brothers – Timothy Howard 

Stephens – Dublin, Howard Mil-
ton Stephens, Jr. – Dublin

A private family service will 
be held at a later date.

To sign Clara’s online guest-
book, visit www.bowerfuneral-
home.com

Bower Funeral Homes, Pulas-
ki is handling the arrangements 
for the family.

See DEATHS, page A7
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Winsome Sears:
It’s Not 1963

By Cal Thomas, 
Tribune Content Agency

The significance of Virginia Lt. Gover-
nor-elect Winsome Sears’ victory cannot 
be overstated. But her victory is significant 
not only because she is a Black woman 
and the “first” of her race and gender to 
hold the office of lieutenant governor in 
Virginia, but also because she has been 
described as an anti-racist. Sears does not 
buy into a victimhood that characterizes 
the Democratic Party’s view of people of 
color.

In her victory address, she said: “I’m 
telling you that what you are looking at is 
the American dream.”

I recall seeing white racists jeering at 
Black students integrating a high school in 
Arkansas and a university in Mississippi. 
Last week the polarization was reversed 
with love replacing hate. Sears stood on a 
stage with her husband and two daughters 
and was cheered by a crowd that included 
many white people in Richmond, once the 
capital of the Confederacy.

She recounted her personal story: 
“When my father came to this country 
(from Jamaica) August 11 of 1963, he 
came at the height of the civil rights 
movement. ... I said to him it was such a 
bad time for us, why did you come, and he 
said, ‘because America was where the jobs 
and the opportunities were.’ And he only 
came with $1.75, took any job he could 
find and put himself through school. ... 
He came and got me when I was six years 
old.”

Sears said when she joined the Marine 
Corps. she was still a Jamaica citizen, “but 
this country has done so much for me I 
was willing to die for this country.”

She then drove a stake into the heart of 
the Democrats’ appeal to racism, discrim-
ination and victimhood which the party 
has sold to Black people for generations: 
“There are some who want to divide us, 
and we must not let that happen. They 
would like us to believe we are back in 
1963.” She then lowered the hammer 
about the progress made since then: “We 
can live where we want. We can eat where 
we want. We own the water fountains. 
We have had a Black president elected, 
not once, but twice, and here I am living 
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proof.” She could have added that Virginia 
previously elected a Black governor, 
Douglas Wilder, a Democrat.

When was the last time a modern 
Democrat politician talked like Winsome 
Sears? Here is a role model for everyone, 
not just minorities: an intact family; a 
sense of duty to, and love of America; a 
strong work ethic; and a refusal to allow 
the dislike of others to keep one from 
pursuing the American dream.

Some cable news commentators 
claimed the Republican sweep in Virginia 
(Republicans also took back the House 
of Delegates) was because white racists 
turned out to vote in large numbers. New 
York Times columnist Charles Blow 
blamed “racial anxiety.” In addition to 
Sears’ profile, the incoming attorney gen-
eral, Republican Jason Miyares, will be 
the state’s first Latino in that office. That 
charge doesn’t fly anymore.

Winsome Sears is the left’s worst night-
mare. She is proof that anyone can achieve 
their dreams in America if they follow 
the right path. She and Governor-elect 
Glenn Youngkin are also open about their 
Christian faith, while the Democratic Party 
is increasingly the home of secular pro-
gressives. Serious faith plays well in rural 
areas and in the heartland, especially as 
cancel culture, wokeness and critical race 
theory are being imposed on conservative 
voters.

The word “winsome” means “sweet-
ly or innocently charming; winning; 
engaging.” Sears is all three. She is joined 
by other winners with similar stories of 
overcoming obstacles. Sen. Tim Scott (R-
SC) and Justice Clarence Thomas are two 
of the better known. Winsome Sears adds 
to a growing number of people who refuse 
to allow the negative views of others to 
prevent them from achieving their goals.

There will be more as people of color 
realize they’ve been sold a lie by the left 
and that the future - their future - belongs 
to them and no one else.

Readers may email Cal Thomas at 
tcaeditors@tribpub.com. Look for Cal 
Thomas’ latest book “America’s Expi-
ration Date: The Fall of Empires and 
Superpowers and the Future of the United 
States” (HarperCollins/Zondervan).

The Life
of Brandon

of the war, 
introduced 
a resolution 
in Decem-
ber 1920 
to bury the 
remains of 
an unknown 
American 

soldier at Arlington National Cemetery. His legisla-
tion passed.

The next step was to select the Unknown Soldier. 
In October 1921, four different bodies of uniden-
tified American warriors were exhumed from 
different military cemeteries in France and brought 
to an improvised chapel in the city hall of Châlons-
sur-Marne. 

The task of selecting which would go to Arling-
ton fell to Sgt. Edward F. Younger, a wounded 
veteran of the war. He was handed a bouquet of 
white and pink roses and entered the chapel alone 
where the four bodies lay in identical caskets. After 
walking three times around them, he chose which 
would be interred in Arlington by placing the roses 
on one of them.

That body returned to the United States on the 
cruiser USS Olympia. After the vessel arrived at 
the Washington Navy Yard on November 9, 1921, 
the Unknown Soldier was taken to the Capitol. 
There he lay in state, and 90,000 people came to 
pay their respects.

On November 11, the Unknown Soldier was 
moved from the Capitol to Arlington by a horse-
drawn caisson. The procession was joined by 
President Warren Harding, Vice President Calvin 
Coolidge, Members of Congress, Supreme Court 
Justices, and winners of the Medal of Honor. They 
conducted the Unknown Soldier to his final resting 
place at the Tomb, at the time a simple marble slab.

President Harding led the ceremony at the Tomb 
and placed a Medal of Honor upon the casket. 
Representatives of the Allied Powers followed by 
bestowing military decorations from their own 
countries.

In the one hundred years since, the Tomb has 
been completed and an inscription added: “Here 
rests in honored glory an American soldier known 
but to God.” The soldier of World War I was joined 
by representatives of World War II, Korea, and 
Vietnam; Vietnam’s Unknown Soldier was even-
tually identified and reburied by his family. Tour-
ists come to pay their respects and see “The Old 
Guard” of the U.S. Army keep watch at all hours 
under all conditions.

This Veterans Day, we remember the Unknown 
Soldiers and all who served our country on our 
behalf. The words of President Harding spoken at 
Arlington one hundred years ago can remind us 
today of what Veterans Day means:

On such an occasion as this, amid such a scene, 
our thoughts alternate between defenders living and 
defenders dead. A grateful Republic will be worthy 
of them both. Our part is to atone for the losses of 
heroic dead by making a better Republic for the 
living.

If you have questions, concerns, or comments, 
feel free to contact my office.  You can call my 
Abingdon office at 276-525-1405 or my Christians-
burg office at 540-381-5671. To reach my office via 
email, please visit my website at www.morgan-
griffith.house.gov. Also on my website is the latest 
material from my office, including information on 
votes recently taken on the floor of the House of 
Representatives. See LOWRY, page A7

On Veterans Day, we honor the men and women 
who served our country in the United States Armed 
Forces.

We set aside this day, the eleventh day of the 
eleventh month each year, to pay tribute to those 
who risked, and sometimes gave, all. Because we 
recognize the importance of their task, honoring 
them is one of the most important things we do as a 
people.

One of the most prominent symbols of the cour-
age of our fighting men and women is the Tomb 
of the Unknown Soldier at Arlington National 
Cemetery. The Tomb is connected to the date of 
November 11 not only because of Veterans Day, but 
because it was dedicated on that day one hundred 
years ago.

World War I, which was halted at 11:00 am on 
November 11, 1918, inflicted human suffering and 
death on a scale not previously seen in the Western 
world. The scale of the devastation compelled the 
war’s participants to find ways to honor the sacri-
fice of so many.

Britain and France had borne a great deal in the 
war, and they chose to recognize the sacrifice of a 
generation of young men by each burying one of 
their unidentified war dead in places of honor on 
November 11, 1920.

Although the United States had not paid as steep 
a toll as the European powers, Americans want-
ed to recognize the sacrifices they had made, too. 
Congressman Hamilton Fish III (R-NY), a veteran 

Veterans
Day

There’s a crisis afoot in the 
land -- people are being rude to 
President Joe Biden. 

The trend of anti-Biden 
protestors chanting or holding 
signs saying, “F--- Joe Biden,” 
or the cleaner version that has 
come to signify the same thing, 
“Let’s go Brandon,” is being 
portrayed as a new low in 
American politics.

A recent Washington Post 
report was headlined, “Biden’s 
Critics Hurl Increasingly 
Vulgar Taunts.” It stipulated 
presidents have always been the 
subject of derision and abuse, 
then claimed, “The current 
eruption of anti-Biden signs 
and chants, however, is on 
another level, far more vulgar, 
and widespread.”

Really? Put aside all the 
abuse presidents were subject-
ed to prior to the digital age, 
whether John Quincy Adams 
(“pimp”), Andrew Jackson (“a 
greater tyrant than Cromwell, 
Cesar, or Bonaparte”), Martin 
van Buren (“Martin van Ruin”), 
Abraham Lincoln (“the original 
gorilla”) or Theodore Roosevelt 
(“that damned cowboy”). The 
last few years weren’t exactly a 
mannerly period of polite dis-
agreement in our national life.

As Byron York of the Wash-
ington Examiner has noted, 
Donald Trump’s opponents 
gloried in the F-word, such that 
without it some of them would 
have been rendered practically 
mute. When Robert De Niro 
introduced Bruce Springsteen 
at the 2018 Tony Awards, he 
used the opportunity to declare: 
“I’m gonna say one thing. 
F--- Trump.” Cue the standing 
ovation.

A Los Angeles art gallery had 
a “F--- Trump” exhibit, rapper 
Eminem led a “F---Trump” 
call-and-response at a concert 
in England, and so on.

If lobbing this particular 
vulgarity is now completely out 
of bounds, the new progressive 
rule is “F--- you” for me, but 
not for thee.

After gaining traction with 
roadside demonstrators outside 
Biden events and with college 
football fans, the “F--- Joe 
Biden” chant took an unexpect-
ed turn last month. The NA-
SCAR driver Brandon Brown 
won a race at the Talladega 
Superspeedway and the report-
er interviewing him misstated 
a growing “F--- Joe Biden” 
chant in the background as fans 
saying, “Let’s go Brandon.”

The scene was like some-
thing out of the Will Ferrell 
comedy “Talladega Nights.” A 
meme was born. 

The substitute version of the 
insult, instantly adopted by 
the president’s critics, is more 
lighthearted than the original. 
Fundamentally, it’s a joke. It is 
a gibe at Biden, of course, but 
also at the misreporting of the 
chant at the raceway, which is 
taken as a symbol of the me-
dia’s ridiculous protectiveness 
toward Biden.

The chant is also amusingly 
anodyne, given its provenance. 
Who can object to the cheering 
on Brandon, whoever he is?

Not everyone appreciates the 
humor, though. When a South-
west Airlines pilot allegedly 
spoke the offending phrase over 
the intercom on a flight with 
an Associated Press reporter 
on board, the outrage machine 

One Nation
Under God

By Danielle Reid

Veritas
“Above all, don’t lie to yourself. The 

man who lies to himself and listens 
to his own lie comes to a point that 
he cannot distinguish the truth within 
him, or around him, and so loses all 
respect for himself and for others. And 
having no respect he ceases to love.”

 Fyodor Dostoevsky, author of Crime 
and Punishment 

Years ago, a powerful politician 
stood in the place of authority and 
asked a revealing question: “What is 
truth?”  In Latin, the word “veritas” 
means ultimate truth, or truth will 
prevail.

Of course, this is the famous scene 
described in the New Testament chap-
ter of John 18:37 – 38.  Jesus had been 
accused and condemned by the reli-
gious leaders of His day; and now was 
being questioned by Pontius Pilate as 
to whether He was a king.  Caesar was 
considered by the Romans to be the 
ultimate ruler/king; and it was treason 
to be loyal to another.

“You are right in saying I am a king.  
In fact, for this reason I was born, and 
for this I came into the world, to testify 
to the Truth (veritas).  Everyone on the 

side of Truth listens to me,” responded 
Jesus.  Earlier that evening in the Up-
per Room, He had told His disciples, 
“I am the way and the Truth and the 
life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me.” 

Pilate’s response is ironic since 
Jesus, the Son of God, was standing 
right in front of him; but Pilate could 
not understand Jesus’ message or rec-
ognize Him as the Truth.  In addition 
to the innocence of Jesus, this verse 
also reflects the rejection of the truth 
of God: Jesus, the witness to Truth 
was rejected, ignored and condemned.  
Pilate wanted to please the assembled 
mob and was afraid of what Rome 
would do if there was an uprising, so 

See NATION, page A7
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kicked into gear in a particularly 
blatant display of humorlessness 
and lack of proportion.

Harvard professor and CNN 
commentator Juliette Kayyem 
posted a missive supposedly 
from another pilot calling for 
the Southwest pilot and the crew 
all to be fired on grounds that 
he must have been too mentally 
unbalanced to operate the plane.

Asha Rangappa, another CNN 
commentator and a Yale law 
professor, compared the pilot’s 
statement with saying, “Long 
live ISIS,” as if expressing an 
anti-Biden sentiment in a jokey 
way is the same as pledging 
loyalty to a terror group that 
would love its acolytes to crash 
airliners.

Of course, pilots shouldn’t 
make political announcements 
on their flights, and it’d be better 
if no one resorted to public 
obscenities when referring to 
Biden, Trump, or any other 

Continued from Page A6

Lowry

he made terrible some conces-
sions.

It’s easy for American Chris-
tians to read this account and 
condemn Pilate.  But our cur-
rent culture is struggling with 
the same question.  R.C. Sproul 
stated in The Nature of Truth, 
“Americans are more influenced 
by impressions than by truth.  
Recent polls show that 90% of 
students entering college come 
to higher education already con-
vinced that the truth is relative 
– that there is no such thing as 
objective reality (or absolute 
Truth).”   This is a sad situa-
tion, since our early education 
system was based on Biblical 
principles – and that included 
our colleges.

If you look up the definition 

of “truth” in a modern dictio-
nary (Cambridge English Dic-
tionary for instance), you will 
see statements such as, “a fact 
or principle that is thought to be 
true by most people.”  But that 
definition leaves it open for the 
question, “whose truth?”

In Noah Webster’s origi-
nal Dictionary of the English 
Language published in 1828, he 
defines truth as being based on 
God’s Word and Truth, and uses 
multiple references to Biblical 
passages to confirm his defi-
nitions.  Truth is a verified or 
indisputable fact.

 1. Conformity to fact or 
reality; exact accordance with 
that which is, or has been, or 
shall be. We rely on the truth of 
the scriptural prophecies.   My 
mouth shall speak truth Proverbs 
8:7.   Sanctify them through thy 
truth; thy word is truth John 
17:17.

2. Conformity of words to 

thoughts, which is called moral 
truth

3. Veracity; purity from false-
hood; practice of speaking truth; 
habitual disposition to speak 
truth; as when we say, a man is 
a man of truth; Honesty; virtue; 
Exactness; Real fact of just prin-
ciple; real state of things. 

4. Sincerity.   God is a spirit, 
and they that worship him must 
worship in spirit and in truth 
John 4:23.

5. The truth of God, is his ve-
racity and faithfulness. Psalms 
71:22.   Or his revealed will. I 
have walked in thy truth Psalms 
26:3.

6. Jesus Christ is called the 
Truth John 14.   In truth in real-
ity; in fact. Of a truth in reality; 
To do truth is to practice what 
God commands. John 3.

You may be wondering what 
are the types of truth in the Bi-
ble?  Here are several categories:

• Religious truth. This truth is 
about relationships with God and 
God’s relationship with us.

• Moral truth. Concerned with 
right and wrong. Lessons and 
rules about good behavior.

• Symbolic truth. Much of 
the truth found in scriptures 
is revealed through the use of 
symbols.

• Scientific truth. Observations 
about our world and universe as 
created by God.

• Historical truth. Records and 
stories of past events and deeds 
such as found in the Old and 
New Testament.  Recent archi-
alogical discoveries are able to 
verify the history and sites of 
the Bible.

• Proverbial truth. Short 
saying of common sense and 
wisdom found in the books of 
Psalms and Proverbs.

When our early colleges were 
established, they based their 
foundations on Biblical values.  
Harvard University’s first motto 
sanctioned in 1643 included 
the word “veritas” which – but 
the entire motto was “Truth for 
Christ and Church.”  In 1650, 
the Harvard Corporation chose 
In Christi Gloriam, a Latin 
phrase meaning “For the glory 

Continued from Page A6
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Funeral services will be held 
12:00 Noon – Friday, November 
12, 2021 at the Pulaski Church of 
God with Pastors Donald Jones 
and Mylton Carter officiating. In-
terment will follow at the South-
west Virginia Veterans Cemetery, 
Dublin.

The family will receive friends 
from 11:00 AM until service time 
Friday at the Church.

To sign Christine’s online guest-
book, visit www.bowerfuneral-
home.com

Bower Funeral Homes, Pulaski 
is handling the arrangements for 
the family.

SUSAN DIANE HAGY 
BALDWIN 

Susan Diane Hagy Baldwin, 
age 74 of Pulaski passed away 
Wednesday, November 3, 2021 
at Lewis Gale Hospital, Pulaski. 
Born May 28, 1947 in Virginia, 
she was the daughter of the late 
William Alexander Hagy and Eth-
el Gladys McMillian Hagy. She 
was also preceded in death by her 
husbands, Robert Louis Horton, 
K.D Hull, Jr. & Phillip Baldwin, 
and one sister, Elizabeth Ruth Ak-
ers.

She is survived by her
Son – William “Bill” Donald 

(Trisha) Horton – TN
Five Grandchildren – Julia Hor-

ton – GA, Lacey (Chris) Skinner 
– Pulaski, Gabby McClain – TN, 
Merella McClain – TN, Madison 
McClain – TN

Great Grandson – Eric Lee 
Skinner

Brother – Randy Hagy- FL
A Memorial Service will be 

held at a later time. To sign Su-
san’s online guestbook, visit www.
bowerfuneralhome.com – Bower 
Funeral Home, Pulaski is handling 
arrangements for the family.

VIOLET AKERS KRESS
Violet Akers Kress, age 87 of 

Pulaski passed away Saturday 
morning November 6, 2021 at the 
Pulaski Health and Rehabilitation 
Center, Pulaski. Born August 25, 
1934 in Wythe County she was 
the daughter of the late Sherman 
Thomas Akers & Mary Elizabeth 
Manuel Akers. She was also pre-
ceded in death by her husband, 
James “Buddy Kress, mother-in-
law, Maggie Kress and sisters, 
Bonnie, Betty and Colleen.

She is survived by her 
Son & Daughter-in-law – James 

“Bud” (Angela) Kress II – Pulaski
Grandson – Hunter Kress – Pu-

laski
Several other family and friends 
A private entombment was held 

Nov. 9, 2021 at the Highland Mem-
ory Gardens, Dublin.

To sign Violet’s online guest-

book, visit www.bowerfuneral-
home.com

Bower Funeral Homes, Pulaski 
is handling the arrangements for 
the family.

JACK BRIAN THATCHER
Jack Brian Thatcher of Dublin, 

Virginia went to heaven on Oc-
tober 30, 2021.  He was born on 
April 1, 1959 in Coshocton, Ohio.  
Jack was a graduate of Loudon-
ville High School in Ohio where 
he played football and was presi-
dent of the FFA. After graduation 
he served in the U.S. Marine Corp 
for four years. Jack worked in the 
trucking industry for thirty years 
and was especially knowledgeable 
in decking trucks.  He was shop 
manager at Iron Tiger Logistics. 
He was passionate about John 
Deere tractors and seeing people 
happy. He was known to help the 
neighborhood pushing snow and 
mowing lawns. He was preceded 
in death by his grandparents, and 
his father Robert Jack Thatcher, all 
from Ohio and his buddy Gizmo.

Jack is survived by his wife of 
18 years, Becky Martin Thatcher; 
His mother, Carolyn Austin Blair 
and her husband Don of Decatur, 
Tennessee

His brothers, Terry Thatcher 
and his wife Patty of Loudonville, 
Ohio and Brent Thatcher and his 
wife Christi of Gambier, Ohio

His daughter Vickie Farrell and 
son-in-law Jim of Mt. Vernon, 
Ohio along with his two grandsons 
Bryce and Dylan Farrell.  Many 
nieces, nephews, aunts and uncles.

Step-daughter Erin Hudson and 
son-in-law Elijah Nester. He was 
PawPaw to their son Marcus.

Step-son Matthew Hudson and 
his wife Danielle Waller of Char-
lottesville, Virginia.

Sister-in-law Melba Coltrane 
and her daughter Ellen Coltrane 
Greene.  Brother-in-law Robert 
Martin and his wife Donna of 
Radford, Virginia. Brother-in-law 
David Martin and his wife Marga-
ret of Fairlawn, Virginia.

His friend and neighbor Sharon 
McGuire.

And his furbaby Sheeba.
Funeral services were held Fri-

day, November 5, 2021 at the Bow-
er Funeral Home-Chapel, Pulaski 
Virginia with Pastor Gary Dunford 
officiating. Interment followed at 
the Southwest Virginia Veterans 
Cemetery, Dublin, Virginia. 

To sign Jack’s online guestbook, 
visit www.bowerfuneralhome.
com – In lieu of flowers the family 
asks that donations be made to the 
American Cancer Society or The 
Good Samaritan Hospice.

Bower Funeral Homes, Pulaski 
is handling the arrangements for 
the family.
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Deaths

officeholder. But it’s one of the 
privileges of living in a demo-
cratic age that people can insult 
the head of state without fear of 
jail or other punishment.

Anyone who thinks deriding 
a U.S. president, especially 
an unpopular one, is breaking 

new, dangerous ground knows 
nothing of our history or what 
it’s like to live in a clamorous 
continental nation. Partisan in-
sults, vulgar and not, come with 
the territory.

Rich Lowry is editor of the 
National Review.

of Christ.” Although it was 
changed for a number of years, 
in 1843 “Truth for Christ and 
Church” was again chosen to 
be the motto to represent the 
school.  

Princeton  (originally named 
College of New Jersey) was 
founded in 1746, with the Latin 
translation:  “LORD, our God, 
King of the universe, under the 
awesome, unsearchable rich-
es of your etrnal and limitless 
wisdom, knowledge, power, 
love, and sovereignty, it lives 
and grows strong!  Under God’s 
Power She Flourishes.”   On the 
college seal is an open Bible 
depicting the Old Testament and 
New Testament.

Yale, founded in 1701, had for 
its motto, “Urim and Thummim” 
which is Hebrew for Latin “Lux 
et Veritas,” which in English 
means “Light and Truth.”  Yale 
was started as a training ground 
for Christian ministers, and in-
cluded Hebrew characters in its 
seal, suggesting that its singular 
open book actually depicts a 
Hebrew bible.  Its mission was to 
enlighten the minds of its young 
students and impart to them 
truth through knowledge.

These are just three exam-
ples of the first 120 American 
colleges that were founded on 
Biblical principles. The students 
of these colleges went on to be 
leaders in our early Republic, 
members of Congress and writ-
ers of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and Constitution.  The 

truths they learned in college are 
imbedded in our nation’s found-
ing documents.

Six of the “TRUTHS” that 
are found in the Declaration of 
Independence are:  (1) all men 
are created equal, (2) men are 
endowed by their Creator with 
certain unalienable rights, (3) 
among the rights that men have 
are the rights to life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness, (4) gov-
ernments are created to secure 
these unalienable rights, (5) gov-
ernments get their powers from 
the consent of the governed, 
(6) when a form of government 
starts destroying people’s rights, 
the people have the right to alter 
or abolish it and create a new 
government. 

When you compare the Truths 
enumerated in the Declaration 
to the rhetoric that is coming 
out of Washington, D.C., there 
seems to be a huge integrity 
gap.  Government is infringing 
on Americans’ personal lives, 
threatening to use agencies and 
resources to force citizens to 
conform to unconstitutional 
mandates, subjecting children 
to counter-culture tactics in 
school, creating chaos, division 
and unrest and financial dis-
tress among the population. But 
when confronted with the truth, 
governmental officials deny what 
is obvious and evident to most 
American citizens, causing us to 
wonder…can anyone in Wash-
ington recognize the truth?  

Friend wants to be a tenant
Dear Dave,
I own a duplex that has an 

opening for a tenant, and an old 
college buddy wants to rent the 
apartment. He has always been a 
good friend, but I’m a little wor-
ried about the possible effects 
on our friendship if business is 
brought into the picture. Do you 
have any advice?

Justin
Dear Justin,
You can make this work, but 

you’ll both need to be careful. It’s 

going to take a lot of honesty and 
maturity from you both. 

Doing business with friends 
always comes with the risk of 
running into a situation that can 
damage the relationship. Am I 
saying never do business with 
friends? Of course, not. I do a 
lot of business with friends. I 
just make sure all the specific re-
quirements and expectations of 
the business relationship are laid 
out in clear detail, in writing, and 

See DAVE, page A10
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November 13

Warriors of Christ II to host 
event
Warriors for Christ II will be 
hosting a local vendor event 
on Saturday, November 13, 8 
a.m. – 4 p.m. Lots of vendors 
will be present, including Mary 
Kay, Scentsy, makers of home-
made jewelry, tumblers, crafts, 
Lularoe, Color Street and many 
more.

November 14

Memorial Christian Church to 
hold revival
Draper Memorial Christian 
Church will hold revival begin-
ning Nov. 14, 6 p.m. through 
Nov. 17. Gary Rorrer will be the 
guest speaker. The DCC is locat-
ed at 2479 Burleigh Horton Rd., 
Draper.

November 18

Trinity United Methodist 
Church to hold revival
Trinity United Methodist Church 
will hold revival beginning 
Thursday, November 18 through 
Nov. 20. Pat Ferrell will be guest 
speaker.

December 4

VFW Auxiliary Post 1184 to 
host BINGO
VFW Aux. Post 1184 will host 
quarter BINGO on Saturday, 
December 4, 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. at 
the post home located on the cor-
ner of Dora Highway and Wash-
ington Ave., Pulaski. Everyone is 
welcome!

ONGOING:

VHM beginning Hispanic Ser-
vice
Valley Harvest Ministries, in 
Dublin on the hill across from 
Walmart, is holding an Hispanic 
service each Sunday at 6 p.m. in 
the church’s coffee shop. 

Heritage Cares Food still dis-
tributing food
Heritage Cares Food Pantry at 
Heritage Church is still distrib-
uting food on Thursdays from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. The church is locat-
ed a half-mile past the New Riv-
er Valley Airport on Route 100 
North of Dublin.

Alcohol Anonymous
Alcohol Anonymous meet Mon-
days at 8 p.m. (closed meeting); 
Wednesday (noon) and Thursday 
at 8 p.m. (open meetings) at Pulas-
ki Presbyterian Church of Ameri-
ca located at 975 Memorial Drive. 
Contact number is 540-440-0066. 
Note: At present time masks are 
required and social distancing ob-
served.

Pulaski Al-Anon Family Group 
Pulaski Al-Anon Family Group 
(a support group for friends and 
families of alcoholics) meet every 
Monday night at 8 p.m. at Pulaski 
Presbyterian Church of America 
located at 975 Memorial Drive. 
Contact number 540-818-0621. 
Note: At present time masks are 
required and social distancing is 
observed.

‘A Flush Beats a Full House’‘A Flush Beats a Full House’

DOSS’ SEPTIC SERVICE
Licensed and insured

Servicing the NRV and surrounding areas

(540)320-4827
Thank you for your continued support

PULSE

Submit Your Announcements For Free
Text To 540-808-3949 Or 

Email: news@pcpatriot.com

Danielle Reid/The Patriot

Tracy Nester (R), owner of Molly’s On Main, gets a helping hand from her 8-year-old daughter, 
Molly (L) during their grand opening.  Pulaski County’s newest boutique, Molly’s On Main, located 
at 246 W. Main St. in Dublin, held their grand opening on Tuesday, November 9th.  The store is 
named after Nester’s daughter, Molly.  Ribbon Cutting will take place at noon on Friday, November 
19th.  Store hours are Tuesday through Friday 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturday 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Molly’s on Main makes
debut on Dublin’s Main Street
By DANIELLE REID
The Patriot

Pulaski County is on the move!  
New restaurants and businesses 
are emerging in downtown Pulas-
ki and in Dublin almost weekly.  
One of the most recent to open 
up on Tuesday, November 9th is 
Molly’s on Main, located at 246 
W. Main Street in Dublin. It is 
adjacent to Basil Pizza.  Regular 
business hours are Tuesday – Fri-
day 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Satur-
days 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Business owner Tracy Nester 
has had lots of business experi-
ence - but not in retail sales.  For 
over 19 years she was an opera-
tions partner in the restaurant 
business; and for the past three-
years, Nester was the manager of 
Fatz in Dublin.  Anyone who has 
worked in the restaurant business 
knows it demands long hours, of-
ten late into the evening.  

Nester confessed, “I can run a 
restaurant with my eyes closed, 
but the retail business is all new to 
me. For the past year, I’ve want-
ed to spend more time with my 
family.  I would come home and 
my eight-year-old daughter Molly 
would say that I had to work long 
hours because I was ‘the boss 
lady.’  Now, she claims the title of 
“boss lady” because the store is 
named after her, she laughs.”  

Although Nester said she never 
had a dream to open a clothing 
store, she felt this was the direc-
tion God was leading her.  After 
she turned in her resignation at 
Fatz and was driving home she 
prayed, “God, am I making the 
right choice?”

“Every doubt I’ve had has 
worked out to the positive and in 
His timing.  A friend arranged for 
me to use this retail space, which 
used to be a church.  My husband 
Matthew has been very support-
ive and has renovated the show 
rooms and built the fitting rooms.  
I am calm and at peace now about 
my decision.  I never would have 
stepped away from my career if I 
didn’t believe it was the right de-
cision,” Nester said.  

Nester’s line of clothing for 
women is stylishly comfortable, 
ranges in size from small to 3-X 
and in price between $18.00 to 
$42.00.  The complimentary color 
pallet features rich warm and neu-
tral clothing with green, camel, 
burgundy, and black as the foun-
dational colors.

Much like several other local 
women-owned boutique business-
es are doing, Nester has included 
their items for sale in Molly’s on 
Main.  She likes the idea of sup-
porting other local businesses.  In 
Molly’s on Main, customers will 
find The Blue Ridge Fudge Lady’s 

confections, lavender soaps and 
bath products from The Purple 
Llama, seasonings from Twice 
As Nice Spices, and unique 
scented items from The Olde 
Mustard Seed. 

Soon Word-wall-art will be 
available with inspirational mes-
sages such as “It takes zero dol-
lars to be kind,” and “Turn your 
eyes on Jesus” message mugs, 
and graphic T-shirts with mes-
sages similar to “I run on Jesus 
and Target.”

Nester credits Lydia Gilm-
er, manager of Pulaski County 
Small Business Solutions, as 
being an amazing help and sup-
port through the many aspects 
of opening a new business.  She 
also says that other boutique 
owners reached out to her, offer-
ing suggestions and encourage-
ment.  Nester believes it’s about 
taking a leap of faith, doing the 
research and getting support 
from family, friends and the lo-
cal business community.

All are invited to visit Molly’s 
on Main for their ribbon cut-
ting ceremony with the Pulaski 
County Chamber of Commerce 
at noon on Friday, November 
19th.

Remember 
Your Loved 
One On A 

Special Day
With An

In Memoriam
Notice

In 
The Patriot

Call 
540-808-3949
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Grace Ministries
Church of God of Prophecy

HONORS OUR VETERANS

In Memory

Randall Morris

Mike Cox
Lewis Elbertson

Bill Hurd
Jim King

Jim Morefield
Dewey Williams

Roy Worrell

Boyce Dean
Charles Hall

Charlie Hoback Wayne Garwood

Avery Byrd

Arnold Byrd
Curtis Dean

Lewis Elbertson
Daniel Lawson

Bill Ryce

Bill Sampson

PET OF THE WEEKPET OF THE WEEK

Pulaski County Animal Control, 
80 Dublin Park Rd.

Dublin, VA 24084,  540-674-8359

Pet of the Week
Is Sponsored Each 

Week By
Todd Bruce, Mgr. 
Seagle Funeral 

Home

Once your application is approved, you will be contacted and a 
time will be made available for you to do a meet and greet.

Monday-Friday 
10AM-4PM and 10AM-12Noon on Saturday

Margot is a young pit 
mix. She’s playful and 
smart. Knows “sit”. 
She is dog-selective 
and will need slow 
introductions.   If you 
are interested in this 
sweet girl or any of 
the other animals,  
please submit an 
application which can 
be found on our Face 
Book page- Pulaski 
County VA Animal 
Control.

the Ladies Ensemble to the Tre-
ble Chorus, adding Emergency 
Medical Technician courses, do-
ing away with the Virginia Place-
ment Test to qualify for dual en-
rolment courses and eliminating 
the International Baccalaureate 
Course.

Perhaps the most significant 
action the school board took was 
to transfer the Dublin Middle 
School property to the Pulaski 
County Board of Supervisors. 
The board voted unanimously to 
give the county ownership of the 
main school building, adjacent 
athletic fields and most of the 
parking lot. 

The school system will main-
tain ownership of the Agriculture 
Department building and the ad-
jacent gas pumps until further ar-
rangements are made to fuel the 
school bus fleet.

The board then voted unani-
mously to add a second School 
Resource Officer at Pulaski 
County High School, which will 
add approximately $70,000 to the 
school system operating budget.

The school board also voted to 
approve a policy which entitles 
members of the state or federal 
military reserves or their spouses 
to take leave of absences without 
penalty. Members of the military 
who are employed by the school 
system will now also receive paid 
leave of up to 15 days while on a 
tour of duty.

Spouses of employees will 
be allowed up to 3 days of paid 
leave, which shall be deducted 
from the employee’s sick leave, 
for the following: 

• Deployment/departure/re-en-
listment ceremonies. 

• Graduation/promotion cere-
monies. 

• Obtaining military benefits 
and/or participating in benefit 
sessions or support groups

Under the category of fu-
ture agenda items, school board 
member Bill Benson urged that 
school bus drivers be given full 
time employee status within the 
school system, including health 
care benefits. 

The Pulaski County school 
system has operated with a 
shortage of bus drivers for sev-
eral months, causing significant 
delays in drop-off and pick-up 

Continued from Page A2

Policy times for students who depend on 
PCPS provided transportation. 

Assistant Superintendent for 
Business and Finance Operations 
Director Chris Stafford will cal-
culate the costs of this policy and 
present it to the board at a future 
meeting.

Gina Paine, a self-described 
“concerned citizen,” came to 
speak at the second public com-
ment period of Tuesday’s meeting. 

Paine brought up the fact that 
Pulaski County High School had 
reached out to to their “resources” 
at The Equity Collaborative for 
recommendations concerning the 
deficiencies in the school’s “equi-
ty audit.”  

The Equity Collaborative re-
ferred the school to their ad-
vanced training model, described 
on its web site as follows:

“This institute is our series for 
advanced conversations about 
equity, all driven through an ap-
proach that turns Critical Race 
Theory into practices for building 
equitable learning environments. 
The sessions focus on applying 
practice strategies for interrupt-
ing systemic racism and creating 
more equitable learning environ-
ments.”

“For months we’ve heard this 
board deny that the tenets of Crit-
ical Race Theory are influencing 
the Equity Agenda adopted by 
this board,” said Paine. “Wheth-
er through outright dishonesty 
or disingenuousness, you have 
refused to acknowledge that the 
company you’ve entered into a 
$40,000 contract to train school 
system staff and teachers, is in-
deed promoting CRT. The very 
people who oversee the instruc-
tion of our children are undergo-
ing this training, and yet you say 
it is not part of the curriculum 
when the curriculum messengers 
are being trained in critical race 
theory.”

“On behalf of this community 
and parents, we demand that you 
immediately terminate your con-
tract with The Equity Collabora-
tive,” Paine insisted. “Forty thou-
sand dollars is an obscene amount 
to have already spent training 
teachers and staff in Critical Race 
Theory ideology, especially when 
you’ve so consistently denied it’s 
occurring.”

Before leaving the podium, 
Paine asked to know how many 
teachers have already participated 
in the Equity Collaborative’s CRT 

based trainings.
Brittany Lambert came to the 

podium next and presented the 
school board with a resolution that 
seeks to counter the implementa-
tion of Critical Race Theory in the 
Pulaski County School System.

The Resolution to Clarify Eq-
uity Training and Teaching in Pu-
laski County Public Schools will 
prohibit teaching or promoting 
the following ideas: 

A. That any race is inherently 
superior or inferior to any other 
race.

B. That any individual by virtue 
of his or her skin color is inherent-
ly racist, privileged, oppressive or 
oppressed, whether consciously 
or unconsciously.

C. That any individual, by 
virtue of his or her race or skin 
color bears responsibility for the 
actions committed by other mem-
bers of his or her race, skin color 
or religion, whether historically or 
currently.

D. An individual’s moral char-
acter or worth is determined by 
his or her race or skin color.

E. That the United States is a 
fundamentally and inherently 
racist country.

F. That capitalism is racist.
Lambert had emailed this res-

olution to board members before 
Tuesday’s meeting and requested 
it be put on the agenda.

Jessica Fisher followed Lam-
bert at the podium and wondered 
aloud if school board members 
would have any objection to any 
aspect of The Resolution to Clar-
ify Equity Training and Teaching 
in Pulaski County Public Schools.

Fisher then asked school board 
member Becki Cox if she would 
support the resolution, but before 
Cox could or would respond, Su-
perintendent Dr. Kevin Siers de-
clared that members of the school 
board would not be answering any 
questions.

True to the superintendent’s 
statement, school board mem-
bers sat in silence when Fisher 
again posed the question, as to 
who would support the Resolu-
tion to Clarify Equity Training 
and Teaching in Pulaski County 
Schools. 

Friends of Peak Creek seeking 
volunteers for mulching party

Friends of Peak Creek is calling for volunteers to a mulching par-
ty on Saturday, November 20 beginning at 1 PM for the Peak Creek 
Walkway shrub bed. 

Last May, FOPC purchased and planted 100 native shrubs as our 
contribution to the Downtown Restoration effort. It’s time to put the 
bed to bed! 

We’re calling for volunteers to help mulch the area for the winter. 
The mulch party will be on Saturday, November 20 at 1 PM. Please 

bring your own shovel, bucket and wheelbarrow if you have one. 
Gloves, masks and drinking water will be provided. 

The walkway is located at the top of the wall across the creek from 
the Municipal Building. 

Email info@friendsofpeakcreek.org for more information.
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HONORING THESE
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Charlie Lilly

Elroy Dean
Bill Linville James RorrerPaul Carnell

Tony Smith

In Memory

Thank You For Your Service

The Right Way, The Right Way, 
Right Away!Right Away!

Water Heaters 
Dish Washers • Faucets
Toilets • Drain Cleaning

Repair & Replace 
Water & Sewer Lines 

Pulaski Drain Service 
and Plumbing Repairs

Call 540-998-1223
Experienced, Licensed & Insured

Reasonable 

Prices

No Job 

Too Small

liseconds of the user requesting 
the information.”

Several locations in Hiwassee, 
Snowville and areas along the 
banks of the New River will now 
have access to high-speed inter-
net, whereas before there was no 
service at all.

“Some places on these back-
roads, which take you 15 minutes 
to get to from any major roadway, 
are now able to get service, which 
is really nice,” said Pulaski Coun-
ty IT Director Clay Howlett. “A lot 
of people have vacation homes by 
the river and they’re like, well we 
would come visit more often if we 
had access to the internet.”

The county is currently partner-
ing with All Points Broadband and 
Appalachian Power to secure a 
grant from the Virginia Telecom-
munications Initiative to install fi-
ber optic cable, which will provide 
high speed internet to every corner 
of the county. As mentioned, these 
towers provide high speed internet 
on a line-of-sight basis, but will 
not transmit through landmasses.

“This is a nice band-aid but it’s 
going to serve a lot of people un-
til the Fiber Optic Grant comes 
through, which should happen by 
the end of the year,” said Super-
visor Dirk Compton. “We used 
C.A.R.E.S money to pay for it 
because we need these emergency 
towers to contact our police and 
fire departments. This is our emer-
gency services tower, but it just so 
happens we had a little extra room 
to put some Broadband on there, 
too. When you got extra room, it 
doesn’t hurt to put another plate at 
the table.”

Compton urged those living in 
the Hiwasse and Snowville to con-
tact All Points Broadband if they 
do not yet have service.

“We’re in the business to pro-
vide people with internet service 
that don’t otherwise have a reliable 
connection,” said Politis. “Our 
mission statement is essentially to 
bring utility grade broadband to 
underserved markets, whether it’s 
state of the art wireless and hope-
fully, really soon, we’ll be doing 
fiber.”

After activating the tower at 
Hiwassee, county supervisors and 
administrators drove to the tower 

Continued from Page A1

Towers

Williams Paine/For The Patriot

Supervisors and members of the county administration gathered together to activate transmitters affixed to towers next to the Hi-
wassee and Snowville fire stations. These towers will provide high speed internet service to areas that had little or no access before. 
From left: Assistant County Administrator Anthony Akers, Jason Politis of All Points Broadband,   Director of Technology Clay 
Howlett, County Administrator Jonathan Sweet, Supervisor Dirk Compton, Supervisor Laura Walters and Supervisor John Travis.

William Paine / For The Patriot

Pulaski County officials came to Snowville to activate the broad-
band transmitter there, just as they had done at Hiwassee an 
hour before. These towers are approximately 175 feet high and 
will be used to enhance the county’s emergency services capabil-
ities, as well as providing broadband services to previously un-
served parts of the county.

at the Snowville firehouse. Once 
again, Supervisor Walters was giv-
en the honor of flipping the switch. 

“It really increases the quality of 
life for all the people who choose to 
live over here,” said Walters after 
igniting the Snowville service. “It’s 
such a beautiful spot in the county. 
Not having the internet has been 
extremely bad for folks working 
from home during the pandemic 
and for our kids doing school.”

“I’m very proud of the job the 
county staff has done,” said Supe-
visor Compton. “It’s always nice to 
work with people who know how to 
move things forward.”

County Administrator Jonathan 
Sweet and Assistant Administrator 
Anthony Akers were present for the 
occasion.

 

“The county has been trying to 
solve the riddle of broadband on 
this side of the river for 20 years 
and this board of supervisors solved 
that riddle,” Sweet exclaimed.

fully understood by both parties 
before a deal is struck.

Sometimes friends have unre-
alistic expectations when it comes 
to doing business together. The 
friend who’s renting may think 
the friend who is the landlord will 
give him a pass if the rent is late, 
and on a dozen other things. The 
friend who is the landlord may 
think the renter will be a perfect 
tenant, because they’re friends, 
and find out the hard way his bud-
dy’s a slob who doesn’t respect 
and take care of the property. 
All these things should be ironed 
out ahead of time and before the 
agreement is signed.

enforce the rules, do it consistent-
ly and with fairness. Likewise, if 
a situation pops up where a little 
grace and understanding are ap-
propriate, provide those as well.

— Dave

* Dave Ramsey is a sev-
en-time #1 national best-selling 
author, personal finance ex-
pert, and host of “The Ramsey 
Show,” heard by more than 18 
million listeners each week. He 
has appeared on Good Morning 
America, CBS This Morning, 
Today Show, Fox News, CNN, 
Fox Business, and many more. 
Since 1992, Dave has helped 
people regain control of their 
money, build wealth and en-
hance their lives. He also serves 
as CEO for Ramsey Solutions.

Continued from Page A7

Dave

You might want to make sure, 
too, he understands the need to 
come talk to you if a situation 
arises where he may be late with 
a payment, or not be able to pay 
the rent one month. Most issues 
like this can be worked out, but 
he needs to understand — and 
it’s your job to tell him ahead of 
time, in a kind-but-firm manner 
— you’re not running a charity.

Just be friendly, straightforward 
and businesslike. If you have to 
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Brian Bishop
540-443-3900

Semper FiSemper Fi
Painting & Staining ContractorPainting & Staining Contractor

Decks • Porches • Flooring • Pressure WashingDecks • Porches • Flooring • Pressure Washing

Randal MorrisRandal Morris
USMC VetUSMC Vet
Owner OperatorOwner Operator
Licensed & InsuredLicensed & Insured
540-250-2288540-250-2288

Dixon proud of team as Cougars’ season ends
By MIKE WILLIAMS
The Patriot

Pulaski County closed out its 
regular season last Friday night, 
falling to Christiansburg, 41-28.

The loss ended the Cougars’ 
hopes to reach the regional play-
offs as PCHS finished the season 
in ninth place in Region 4D with 
only the top eight teams advanc-
ing.

It was close though. 
Had Pulaski County beat the 

Blue Demons they would have 
hopped over Amherst County to 
gain the final playoff spot in the 
region.

Amherst did their part by los-
ing to Heritage. But with Pulaski 
County falling last Friday, the 
Cougars came up just short by 
the smallest of margins.  Am-
herst grabbed the final playoff 
spot with a 21.56 rating from the 
Virginia High School League. 
The Cougars (4-6, 2-4) were just 
16-hundredths of a point behind 
the Lancers at 21.40.

As for the Cougars’ final game 
loss, head coach Mark Dixon 
thought his team played hard and 
gave themselves a chance to win.

“I thought we played hard and 
gave ourselves a chance in the 
first half. I thought the big turn-
ing point was the interception to 
start the second half. It was just a 
bad play call. Chris (Gallimore) 
did what he was supposed to 
do, it was just a bad play call. I 
thought that really stymied our 
momentum. That’s definitely one 
I’d like to have back,” Dixon said.

The two teams were tied at 
halftime, 7-7 with the Cougars’ 
score coming on a 9-yard pass 
from Gallimore to senior John 
Lyman, followed by Nathan 
Pratt’s PAT.

But on the first play from 
scrimmage after halftime, Galli-
more was intercepted at the Blue 

Antonio Nottingham/The Patriot

Head Coach Mark Dixon talks to his team during a timeout in last week’s regular season finale against Christiansburg.
Demons’ 23 by Travis Altizer 
and the momentum swung to 
Christiansburg.

They would score three times 
in the quarter to take command 
of the game at 27-7.

The Cougars rallied early in 
the final quarter when Gallimore 
hit Keyontae Kennedy on a 38-
yard TD pass. Pratt’s PAT made 
it 27-14, Christiansburg.

From there the two teams trad-
ed scores, with Pulaski County 
scoring on a three-yard run by 
Gallimore and, with 19 second 

left, Lyman’s second TD of the 
game on an eight-yard pass from 
Gallimore.

Trevor Burton led the Cougars 
in rushing on the night with 24 
carries for 109 yards. Gallimore 
completed 20 of 47 passes for 245 
yards, but through three intercep-
tions.

Tanner Mace led Pulaski 
County with five receptions for 
81 yards, while Kennedy had sev-
en catches for 80 yards. 

“I think they’re proud of the 
effort they gave, certainly I’m 

proud of them,” Dixon said of his 
Cougars following the loss. 

“I think moving forward ev-
eryone understands where we’re 
at and what we have to do. The 
kids are already back in the 
weight room. The majority came 
right back in the weight room and 
are already working again. I was 
happy with their response to it.” 

And so, the season comes to 
a close and while the Cougars 
didn’t get into the playoffs, Dixon 
believes there were positives for 
the team.

“It was a tough year in a lot of 
ways and in a lot of ways it was 
the very first year,” Dixon said. 
“We established some things I 
think we have to establish to be 
consistent over time.

“Last season didn’t even feel 
like a first year, honestly. I think 
we had one practice outside be-
fore our first game and it seemed 
like we practiced seven or eight 
times. Everything was just so 
fast. 

“This year we kind of imple-

See COUGARS, page B4

Bobcats clinch 3rd in region, to face Floyd
By ELIZABETH KANIPE
The Patriot

Radford travelled to Buchanon 
Friday to take on the James Riv-
er Knights.  The winner would 
clinch 2nd place in the Three 
Rivers District and 3rd place in 
the Region 2C playoffs.  

The Bobcats would be without 
their leading tackler and running 
back, Tyrel Dobson, who is out 

with a knee injury. The Bobcats 
offense took a while to warm up 
on a cold night but the defense 
held strong and provided the first 
shutout of the season, 42-0.

The first quarter featured both 
teams exchanging punts.  Nei-
ther team was able to sustain a 
drive.  Landen Clark took over 
the offense at QB for Radford in 
the second quarter and the switch 
worked.  Nathan Wesley gained 

22 yards on 2nd down and Clark 
connected with Max Kanipe for a 
25 yard completion to get to the 
Knights’ 21.  After two rushes for 
losses, Baylor came in at QB and 
hit Elliot Grayson from 24 yards 
out to give Radford the lead.  

James River ran a reverse on 
the kick off return and broke a 
seam open as Ben Bailey returned 
it all the way to the Bobcats 28 
yard line.  On the next play, QB 
Zeal Hammon tried to complete 
the drive but Radford’s Clark in-
tercepted it for the touchback.  It 
wouldn’t be Clark’s only inter-
ception defending the goal line.  

Baylor kept the momentum, 
hitting Clark for a 46 yard pass on 
a route down the middle getting 
Radford to the Knights 30 yard 
line.  A penalty got the Bobcats 
behind the chains, but on 4th and 
14, Baylor was able to hit Darius 
Wesley-Bubeck at the 7 where 
he dove into the endzone for the 
score putting Radford up 14-0 
with 4:30 left in the half.  

Radford got one more chance 

before halftime when James River 
muffed a punt and Parker Prioleau 
wrestled the ball away, putting 
Radford first and goal at the 9 
yard line.  Radford failed to score 
after 4 incomplete passes.  The 
Bobcats defense held James River 
to 12 total yards in the first half 
compared to Radford’s 212. 

James River got the opening 
kick off and drove to mid-field 
where the drive stalled and they 
were forced to punt.  After no 
gain on first down, Clark hit Bay-
lor at the 50 yard line and Bay-
lor streaked for the touchdown 
making it 21-0.  Radford suc-
ceeded at an onside kick where 
David Woodward recovered at 
the Knights 44.  Clark completes 
two passes to Prioleau and one to 
Wesley-Brubeck to get to the red-
zone.  Clark then called his own 
number and ran around the left 
end to score from 16 yards out.   
Bobcats were rolling now.

Radford squibbed the next kick 
where it was mishandled and 
Woodward again recovered, giv-

ing the Bobcats the ball at the 
37 yard line.   A Clark run and a 
pass to Wesley-Brubeck got the 
ball to the 18, where Clark hit 
Prioleau for the TD giving Rad-
ford a commanding 35-0 lead.  

James River finally sustained 
a drive.  Hammon completed a 
long pass to Ben Bailey down 
the right sideline for 28 yards. 
With 4th and 5, from the Bob-
cat 9 yard line, Hammon faked 
a run up the middle, stopped and 
attempted a pass to Bailey but 
Clark picked it off at the 1 yard 
line and returned it 99 yards for 
the final TD of the game.  This 
was Clark’s 8th interception on 
the season and 3rd return for a 
TD.  

Radford held James River to 5 
first downs and 111 total yards.  
Radford finished with 372 yards 
with 317 coming through the 
air.  Clark finished 8 for 12 for 
180 yards and 2 TDs.  Baylor fin-
ished 5 for 13 for 137 yards and 

See BOBCATS, page B5

Nichols 
get first 
win at 
Radford

RADFORD, Va. – Hot shoot-
ing from start to finish carried 
the Radford Men’s Basketball 
team to an 84-72 victory over 
Emory & Henry on Carilion 
Clinic Court at the Dedmon 
Center on Tuesday night, giving 
Darris Nichols his first career 
win as a head coach.

 The Highlanders have now 
started the season with a win 
four out of the last five years and 
improved their record inside the 
Dedmon Center to 88-36 over 
the last nine years.

 Sophomore Camron McNeil 
proved to be a major catalyst 
against the Wasps, leading the 

See RADFORD, page B3
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FOR SALE: BOAT

1994 361v Ranger Boat, new 
carpet, new pabberies, new 
outside clear coat, great con-
dition, asking $5,000. Call 
Daniel at 276-266-1726 if in-
terested.

FOR SALE:  
MISCELLANEOUS

Name brand coats (North 
Face, Columbia) and others; 
embroidery thread; vacuum 
cleaners, electric heaters, fur-
niture. Call 540-230-5386.

For Avon products call Tam-
my Morris, Avon represen-
taive at 540-505-4400.

20 busels of black walnuts. 
Some still in green shells. 

List Your Real Estate For Sale With Me
• 51 Years of Experience. 

• Principle Broker at McCraw Real Estate 
in Radford. 

• Top Producer. 
• Knows Real Estate Values. 

• State Licensed Auctioneer for 37 Years.  
 • Thousand of Homes Sold. 

I can sell your Home, Farm or 
Land for you! 

REALTOR and Member of New River Val-
ley Multiple Listing Service. I offer the Best 
Real Estate Service you can find.  Call me! 
Terry McCraw today at (540) 320-5200.

Place A Card Of Thanks

Thank those who helped and supported 
you during your time of loss with a Card of 

Thanks in The Patriot. 540-808-3949

To Submit Ads Call or Text 540-808-3949
Or email ads@pcpatriot.com

Walnuts located in a pile, call 
540-532-5652.

7 ft. Douglas Fir, $15; furni-
ture, microwaves and many 
other household items. Call 
540-230-5386.

Full size foam mattress top-
per (like new); 16 piece set of 
Christmas dishes (new, still in 
box) $20; Queen size comfort-
er, like new, $20; lawnmower 
with bagger (runs good) $25; 
electric weedeater, $10. Call 
540-838-2211.

Wood for sale.Easy access. 
Mostly oak or all oak,  6 ft. 
truck bed, $50, 8ft. truck bed 
$60. In Pulaski, you haul. Call 
540-392-1080, if no answer, 
leave message I will return the 
call.

Free wood. Easy access. Small 
and large trees to cut down for 
the wood in Pulaski. Call 540-
392-1080. If no answer leave 
message, I will return the call.

May Tag, heavy duty, ex-
tra capacity washer, $160; 
Fisher wood stove looks like 
Papa Bear stove, new brick, 
new paint, looks good, $425; 
also  four BF Goodrich radial 
TA tires mounted on five lug 
Chevy aluminum wheels 235-
60-R14, like new, $225; kitchen 
cabinet all wood, new varnish 
36”X79”, no sink, looks good, 
$180. Call 540-629-9003.

Curio cabinet, 70”X34”X 14” 
deep , octagon shape, recently 
re-varnished, $300. Call 440-
752-0639.

Firewood for sale; also 5,000 
watt generator. Call 540-250-
4872.

7 ft. Douglas Fir Christmas 
Tree, $15; Quart canning 
jars new in boxes; variety of 
blankets, bed comforters and 
throws; variety of Christmas 
ornaments and items; variety 

of showers curtains. Many 
tems for sale. Call 540-320-
5386.

Kerosene Monitor 441 Heating 
System. Asking price $250. Se-
rious calls only, 540-639-6974.

Leftover yard sale items. Make 
offer for entire room of good 
stuff. All offers considered, se-
rious inquiries only. Will send 
pictures if interested. Call 540-
449-9623 to make appoint-
ment.

Two very long church benches 
(4ft. long); also two Dr. exam 
tables with stools; five lobby 
chairs. For more information 
call 540-320-4662 ask for 
James.

Two burial plots in the Four 
Gospels section at Highland 
Memory Garden, Dublin, Va. 
The value of these plots are 
$2,495 each. Selling for $2,100 
each. Please call Linda at 440-
289-0865.

Microwaves, bundles of yarn, 
poster bed (full size) with rails 
and slats, $35; TV stand $20 
and other furniture; pet cages; 
Princess House crystal. Call 
540-230-5386.

Pear shaped diamond ring, 
14K, size 7, $500. Call 540-
980-5361.

FAIR HOUSING NOTICE:
We are pledged to the letter and 
spirit of Virginia’s policy for 
achieving equal housing oppor-
tunity throughout the Common-
wealth.
We encourage and support adver-
tising and marketing programs in 
which there are no barriers to ob-
taining housing because of race, 
color, religion, national origin, 
sex, elderliness, familial status or 
handicap.
For more information or to file a 
housing complaint, call the Vir-
ginia Housing Office at (804) 367-
8530; toll-free call (888) 551-3247.
For hearing-impaired, call (804) 
367-9753. E-mail fairhousing@
dpor.virginia.gov.

Thank you to all our First Responders
and Front Line Workers.

NRVNRV  
Septic Tank ServiceSeptic Tank Service

Call
540-980-2101

Dave’s Gutter Dave’s Gutter 
CleaningCleaning
and Repairand Repair
Also Will Mow Also Will Mow 
And Haul AwayAnd Haul Away
Junk VehiclesJunk Vehicles

540-629-9003540-629-9003
440-752-0639440-752-0639

STATEWIDE 
CLASSIFIEDS

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Ad-
vertise your upcoming auctions 
statewide and in other states.  Af-
fordable Print and Digital Solu-
tions reaching your target audi-
ences. Call this paper or Landon 
Clark at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE Le-
afFilter estimate today. 15% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-877-
614-6667

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during 
utility power outages, so your 
home and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free quote to-
day! Call for additional terms 
and conditions. 1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a so-
lar plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your re-
liance on the grid, prepare for 
power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services 
available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no ob-
ligation, quote today. Call 1-833-
688-1378

Dont let the stairs limit your mo-
bility! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the 
stairs, is concerned about a fall 
or wants to regain access to their 
entire home. Call AmeriGlide to-
day!  1-888-510-0805
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Woods, 
Water &
Wildlife

W.A. "Doc"
Davis

Crossing Draper Mtn the other 
day, we saw the sign at Calfee Park, 
“River Turtles” which brought back 
a lot of memories. First, how, the 
baseball teams that had gone from 
the days of the Pulaski Counts; 
then minor league affiliations with 
MLB to the present league of the 
‘’Turtles.” I enjoyed the summer 
that I played with a team of the old 
Counts; also, I look back on the 
days that I took in turtle hunts.

The baseball team was named 
for the river turtles found on New 
River at Allisonia. I never pursued 
any turtles there but fished there 
often when the bass were running 
the shallows in Springtime. On 
down the river past Narrows toward 
the WVA line is where the “Turtle 
Hunt Invite” was given to me by 
some guys at the Celanese plant; 
this was the last of several places I 
had worked as I did not go directly 
to college out of high school.

I had some turtle hunting 
experiences in my teenage years 
growing up on Little Creek; mainly 
two types of turtles, most notably 
the Painted Turtle and the Snap-
ping one. My buddies often shot 
the small painted turtles (we called 
“skill pots”) with .22 rifles as they 
often floated atop the waters of Lit-
tle Creek. I was shooting skill pots 
one day and shot a snapping turtle 
that surfaced of about twelve to 
fifteen inches in length. An earlier 
column tells the rest of the story of 
how I prepared this turtle that my 
family and I had for a meal. There 
was the saying that the Snapping or 
“Mud Turtles” as we called them, 
had several types of meats such 
as ham, chicken and pork. Also, 
there were many superstitions as 
they never turned loose until it 
thundered or could still bite with its 
severed head.

The shop area at the Celanese 
was a hang out during one of the 

breaktimes during a midnight shift 
as we sat and traded tales while 
looking out the open door of the 
shop and seeing the New River 
flowing by. Someone told how the 
Company had promised to not fire 
a guy if he would return tools he 
had thrown over the fence; seems 
they did not have enough tools to 
do their work. Another fellow had 
overslept on his shift and was not 
able to clock out until they unlocked 
the front gate. Bill Allen• (names 
changed) then spoke up and said, 
“The “River’’ Is running pretty low 
here in August and a good time to 
go get turtles. Who else wants to go 
with Paul, Jack and me?’’ I said I’d 
like to go along and Bill said, “Meet 
us Saturday.”

 We met down from Narrows 
where the water was low and at 
places you could wade from shore 
to shore. Bill and the other two 
guys had their turtle poles of about 
8 feet in length with a metal spike 
on one end and a metal hook on 
the other. They instructed me to 
take care of the turtles as they 
caught them by putting them into 
burlap feed bags. They stood on 
the grassy banks or in the shallow 
water and probed with the pointed 
end and when a turtle was located, 

they hooked them and threw them 
onto the bank for me to put in the 
sacks. I managed to keep up the 
first couple of these “Mud Wres-
tlers# but was about covered up 
at a second spot down the river as 
they had five more out on the bank 
and would have no doubt gotten 
bitten if Bill had not helped me get 
them bagged while Paul and Jack 
were getting the eighth turtle to 
allow two apiece for us four guys. I 
managed to get only get my britches 
snagged a few times but no bites as 
I caught the rascals by the tails and 
finagled them into the sacks. They 
took care of the cleaning and gave 
me a couple messes of turtle meat 
later; I passed up the next invite by 
them and hoped to get some other 
guys to do the sacking; I would get 
a millwright to fix a spike and hook 
for my own turtle pole.

Turtle is found in Song of Solo-
mon 2:12KJV, ‘’The flowers appear 
on the earth; the time of the singing 
of birds is come, and the voice of the 
turtle is heard in our land.” Turtle 
actually means turtledove and the 
dove represents God’s symbol of 
love to the people of the world. I 
close with a recipe with turtle in its 
title (not for meat) but for a dessert.

TURTLE CAKE: 1 box German 
chocolate Cake mix; ½ c. butter; 
1 pkg. caramels; ½ c. evaporated 
milk; 6 O:z. pkg. chocolate chips. 
Mix cake mix per dir. Pour½ batter 
in greased pan. Bake @> 350 for 
15 min. Over low heat, combine 
caramels, butter and milk and stir 
constantly until melted. Pour over 
baked cake. Sprinkle chocolate 
chips over caramel. Pour remaining 
batter and bake 20 to 25 minutes.

Until next time

STATEWIDE 
CLASSIFIEDS

Turtle Hunts

Dublin Fire Department Brush Truck

Sealed bids for the purchase of one (1) Brush Truck for the Dublin 
Volunteer Fire Department will be received at the Administration 
Office, 143 Third Street, N.W., Suite 1, Pulaski, Virginia 24301 
until 2:00 p.m., local prevailing time, on Tuesday, December 14, 
2021, and then at said office opened and read aloud.

 Bidding documents may be examined and obtained at the 
following location(s):

Brad Wright
Emergency Management Coordinator
County of Pulaski
143 Third Street NW, Suite 1
Pulaski, VA 24301
Phone # 540-994-2574
Fax # 540-980-7717

Withdrawal of bids shall be according to procedure (i) of Section 
2.2-4330, Code of Virginia, 1982 as amended.

Award of contract, if a contract be awarded it will be to the lowest 
responsible bidder; however, Pulaski County reserves the right to 
reject any and all bids and to waive any informality in the bids.  
Pulaski County is an equal opportunity/affirmative action employer.  
This body does not discriminate against faith based organizations.

By: Brad Wright
       Emergency Management Coordinator

Public Notice
and 

Request For Bid

SGR Pavement Extension, milling of both edges of Randolph 
Ave. along the gutter pan, adjust manhole covers, water valve 
boxes and storm drain (1)

General
The Town of Pulaski is seeking seal bids from qualified contractors 
to provide professional construction services for milling, paving 
and adjustment of manhole covers, water valve boxes and storm 
drain. Randolph Ave. segment is approximately 5300 long and runs 
from 6th Street NW to Corporate Limits.

Questions and bid documents may be obtained from Rick Tawney, 
Project Engineer, 540-994-8618 or rtawney@pulaksitown.org.

Respondent’s bid for construction services must include the 
following:

Project Name, contractor’s license or certificate number and date 
delivered. All bids must be received by 3:00 pm EST, December 
9th, 2021. Sealed bids received after stated time and date will not 
be accepted.

The Town is an equal opportunity/affirmative action employer.  
The Town does not discriminate on the grounds of race, color, or 
national origin or against faith-based organizations. 

Invitation
To Bid

RECRUITMENT

HIRING? We can help you fill your 
open positions! Promote job listings 
regionally or statewide! Affordable 
Print and Digital Advertising Solu-
tions reaching potential candidates. 
Call this paper or Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested, $395+$86 
court cost. WILLS-$225.00. No 
court appearance. Estimated com-
pletion time twenty-one days. Hilton 
Oliver, Attorney (Facebook). 757-
490-0126. Se Habla Espanol. BBB 
Member. https://hiltonoliverattor-
neyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARAN-
TEED Life Insurance! No medical 
exam or health questions. Cash to 
help pay funeral and other final ex-
penses. Call Physicians Life Insur-
ance Company- 844-509-1697 or 
visit www.Life55plus.info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility with 
the compact design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 888-608-4974

hosts with 17 points on 6-of-
12 shooting, including a pair of 
three-pointers. Junior forward 
Rashun Williams and redshirt 
junior forward Dravon Mangum 
each added 13 points, going a 
combined 10-for-17 from the field 
and 6-for-11 from beyond the arc.

 Backcourt duo Josiah Jeffers 
(11pts) and Bryan Hart (10pts) also 
reached double-figures in scoring, 
with Hart scoring the very first 
points of the season. The Hamp-
ton, Va. product knocked down a 
corner three just 16 seconds into 
the game.

• The announced attendance for 
Tuesday night’s contest was 1,782

• Radford out-rebounded Emo-
ry & Henry, 35-29

• Sophomore guard Xavier 
Lipscomb was a solid all-around 
performer, contributing 5 points, 
four assists, three rebounds, and 
four steals

• Shaquan Jules went 3-for-3 in 
the paint and led the team with 
six rebounds

• Chyree Walker missed the 
preseason exhibition game with 
an injury, but made his return 
against E&H and played five 
minutes that left him feeling in 
good health

The Highlanders will quick-
ly up the ante when they travel 
to Charlottesville this Friday to 
take on the Virginia Cavaliers. 
The game is scheduled to tip off 
at 7 p.m. and will be broadcast 
live on ACC Network Extra

Continued from Page B1

Radford
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Pulaski County High School

SENIOR 
SUPERLATIVES

Sponsored Each Week By

Barbour & Simpkins, LLP
500 Newbern Road, Dublin, Va.

540-674-8556

Running Back/
Safety

Keyontae Kennedy

Senior wide receiver and 
running back is one of 

only eight seniors on the 
2021 Cougars.

The 5-10, 174 Kennedy 
has been a key player all 

season for the Cougars on 
both sides of the ball.

Congratulations 
Keyontae!

PCHS Player Of The Week

Running Back/
Linebacker 

Trevor Burton

Junior Trevor Burton is 
this week's Player of the 

Week. Against 
Christiansburg, Burton 
rushed 24 times for 109 
yards. He also caught 3 

passes for 29 yards.

Congratulations
Trevor!

Visit Northwest Ace At:
4697 Cleburne Boulevard, Dublin 674-5100

www.northwesthardware.com

FREE HAIRCUTS FOR FREE HAIRCUTS FOR 
VETERANSVETERANS

ON VETERANS DAYON VETERANS DAY

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2021THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2021

mented everything. I think we 
all knew there would be growing 
pains. We got tremendous sup-
port from the administration and 
parents, and I think everyone un-
derstands what we’re hoping to 
accomplish. Everybody’s pulling 
on the rope in the same direction.”

Looking back over his first full 
season at PCHS, Dixon said the 
team kept coming back from ad-
versity.

“We got going good there for 
a while then we lost a couple 
linemen, all within kind of two 
weeks,” he said. “Then we had to 
kind of re-group there. We were 
kind of trying to chase it and find 
the answers from that point on.

“Really I thought the Chris-
tiansburg game was the first game 
we started to play well again. Just 
a shame we didn’t have anymore 
contests because I thought we had 
finally found our footing again 
with all these young guys that had 
played enough by then to kind of 
understand what we were trying 
to do.

“The kids did a wonderful job 
and we had great senior leader-
ship. They kept it positive even 
though we knew we were going 
through some growing pains. The 
kids are very intelligent and un-
derstood what we were going to 
have to go through. 

“The positive thing of it all is 
at game 10 we come out and play 
one of our better games. That’s 
probably what I’m most proud of. 
I thought we fought all the way to 
the bitter end. And that’s going to 
carry them way further in life than 
anything else,” Dixon said.

Dixon couldn’t pick one moment 
of the season as the team’s high 
point, but he did say he thought the 
James Wood game was the high-
point in terms of performance and 
having to make plays to win. 

“I thought, you know, we had 
a 10th grader make a play to win 
that football game. Hey, it was a 
heck of a play he made. Have it 
not end up that way is bittersweet, 
but at the end of the day we know 
he’s coming back and he’s talented 
enough to make that type of play 
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Junior running back Trevor Burton carries against the Blue Demons last Friday. Burton led the 
Cougars in rushing with 24 carries for 109 yards.

so that’s exciting,” Dixon said.
The Cougars lost that game at 

home against Wood, 34-33 after a 
penalty gave the visitors the ball 
back for a game-winning score 
following what appeared to be a 
game-winning interception by 
sophomore Cougar, Brett Jones.

With the end of the season, the 
Cougars say goodbye to eight 
seniors: John Lyman, JJ Gulley, 
Keyontae Kennedy, Caleb Yelton, 
Jack Johnson, Tyler Sutherland, 
Felipe Aguilar and DeMarcus 
Hayden.

Dixon was highly complemen-
tary of his seniors.

“Tremendous leadership. Tre-
mendous kids. Tremendous fami-
lies. As good a group of seniors as 
I’ve ever been around, and I mean 

that’s from state championship 
teams to basketball teams when 
we didn’t win a game when I was 
at Galax or only won one or two. 
In terms of a group of seniors who 
understood what we were doing 
and that there’s a bigger picture out 
there, I have no question that ten 
years from now these seniors will 
be successful. And to me that’s 
what this deal is all about,” Dixon 
said.

While the Cougars aren’t playoff 
bound, eight teams in Region 4D 
are. Top seed Salem will host Am-
herst County. No. 2 seed George 
Washington – Danville will host 
Orange. No. 3 seed Western Al-
bemarle will host Halifax County 
and No. 4 seed E.C. Glass hosts 
Louisa County.

These first-round games will be 
played Friday night starting at 7 
p.m.

Larson wins 
first NASCAR 
Cup crown

AVONDALE, Ariz. (AP) — 
Kyle Larson won.

That was the expected result of 
NASCAR’s season-ending champi-
onship race, right?

Larson closed his comeback 
season in NASCAR with his first 
championship Sunday. He capped 
his return from a nearly yearlong 
suspension with a title-winning vic-
tory at Phoenix Raceway.

Larson was in tears during his 
cooldown laps as he reflected on his 
rebuild from out-of-work NASCAR 
driver to Cup champion.

Truex, the 2017 champion, fin-
ished second and was followed by 
Hamlin, his Joe Gibbs teammate. 

ACC title 
race now 
wide open
By HANK KURZ Jr. 
AP Sports Writer

The Atlantic Coast Confer-
ence divisional races are far 
from decided and several schools 
still have a shot at winning the 
league crown.

Virginia defensive lineman 
Mandy Alonso is enjoying the 
journey.

“This is like what you train 
for and all season, you want to 
be in these positions,” Alonso 
said. “We put our team in a good 
enough position to have our 
goals in reach.” 

Virginia is not alone.
Wake Forest remains the only 

unbeaten team in the Atlantic 
Division, but after allowing 330 
rushing yards in its nonconfer-
ence 58-55 loss to North Caroli-
na, the No. 13 Demon Deacons 
may have exposed the blueprint 
to beat them.

Coach Dave Clawson’s team 
(8-1, 5-0) still has to play North 
Carolina State (7-2, 4-1) and at 
Clemson (6-3, 5-2) — both still 
in the race for the division crown. 

“Big game ahead of us – I 
think everyone knows that,” 
Wake Forest offensive lineman 
Sean Maginn said this week.

The No. 21 Wolfpack, 27-21 
winners in double-overtime 
against Clemson earlier in the 
season, play in Winston-Salem 
on Saturday and could gain a 
tiebreaker advantage over both 
Wake Forest and the Tigers with 
a win. N.C. State closes against 
vastly improved Syracuse, which 
has won two in a row, and long-
time rival North Carolina.

“We need to focus on just get-
ting better and staying in the mo-
ment as a team and not allowing 
what we want at the end of the 
season … to get in the way of 
how we get to that place,” Wolf-
pack coach Dave Doeren said. 

The Tigers, members of the 
last six four-team playoffs, won’t 
likely make it seven straight but 
haven’t written off another trip to 
the ACC Championship.

“We want to finish strong, be-
cause that’s all we can do. Can’t 
worry about dead yesterdays or 
unborn tomorrows. You can only 
worry about right now,” Tigers 
tight end Davis Allen said, “and 
that’s what we’re trying to do.”

In the Coastal Division, No. 
25 Pittsburgh (7-2, 4-1) can win 
it simply by winning out, but the 
Panthers’ path isn’t easy. They 
host North Carolina (5-4, 4-3) 
on Thursday night before facing 
Virginia, also at home, then vis-
iting Syracuse. 

Pittsburgh leads the nation 
with an average of 45 points, 
but the Tar Heels’ 58-55 victory 
caught coach Pat Narduzzi’s eye 
for sure. North Carolina has been 
up and down all season, but has 
scored 58 or more three times.

“Whatever happened to 14-3?” 
he said. “Are those days gone? 
They’re gone.”

Virginia (6-3, 4-2) will spend 
a third consecutive week out of 
conference when it hosts No. 7 
Notre Dame on Saturday night, 
then has its fate in its hands at 
Pittsburgh and at home against 
Virginia Tech (4-5, 2-3), which 
has struggled this year but also 
has beaten the Cavaliers in 16 of 
the past 17 meetings. 

Cavaliers coach Bronco Men-
denhall said he doesn’t expect to 
hold injured players out against 
the Irish with an eye toward the 
pivotal ACC finish, but hinted 
that a few that are ailing and well 
below 100% could be spared.

“The only ones, if there is 
anything that could tie into that, 
are just players that they might 
be back and might be at what-
ever percentage versus a couple 
more days, and they could be at 
full percentage versus risk of not 
having them at all for the next 
couple weeks,” he said, adding 
that it could only be “one or two.”

Mendenhall, for example, had 
no status report on quarterback 
Brennan Armstrong, who left 
a 66-49 loss at BYU with a rib 
injury, despite the Cavaliers hav-
ing been off last week in what he 
said was a priority healing time.

“I probably won’t have an up-

See ACC, page B5
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2 TDs.  Baylor and Clark also 
led in receiving.  Baylor with 
85 yards and 1 TD and Clark 70 
yards.  Wesley-Brubeck finished 
with 4 catches for 67 yards and 
1 TD. 

Radford finished the regular 
season 7-3.  With two previous 
games ending in last play loss-
es, the Bobcats were very close 
to finishing 9-1.  The Bobcats 
finished 2nd in the Three Rivers 
District and 3rd in Region 2C.  
They will play at home on Fri-
day against Floyd County.  The 
winner will likely travel to face 
defending state champion Appo-
mattox in the second round.

Continued from Page B1

Bobcats

#7 Landen Clark intercepts 
and runs it back 99 yards for 
the TD.

Elizabeth Kanipe/The Patriot

date until the ball is kicked off and 
we all look out there and see who 
our quarterback is,” Mendenhall 
said coyly on Monday. 

Miami (5-4, 3-2), meanwhile, 
has won three straight, including 
a 38-34 victory at Pittsburgh, and 
finishes at Florida State, at home 
with fading Virginia Tech and at 

Continued from Page B4

ACC Duke.
Syracuse also could figure 

prominently in the mix, despite 
not being in contention. The Or-
ange (5-4, 2-3), winners of two 
straight, go on the road to face 
N.C. State on Nov. 20 and close at 
home against Pittsburgh on Nov. 
27.

The emergence of dual-threat 
quarterback Garrett Shrader (20 
touchdowns, including 13 rush-
ing) combined with ACC rushing 

leader Sean Tucker (140.8 yards 
per game, 13 TDs) have made the 
Orange a dangerous late-season 
foe.

It all adds up to a seemingly 
fitting way to cap off this unpre-
dictable ACC season.

BLACKSBURG, Va. (AP) — 
Justyn Mutts scored 15 points, 
David N’Guessan added 15 off 
the bench and Virginia Tech 
beat Maine 82-47 on Tuesday 
in the season opener for both 
squads.

N’Guessan didn’t miss a shot 
in seven attempts on his way to 
a career high.

The Hokies rushed to a 19-7 
lead with 12:41 to play before 
intermission and never trailed. 
Virginia Tech led 46-22 at the 
break shooting 58% (19 for 33). 

Eight Virginia Tech players en-
tered the scoring column in the 
first half.

Nahiem Alleyne added 13 
points for the Hokies, who fin-
ished 53% shooting (35 for 66) 
overall.

Kristians Feierbergs and By-
ron Ireland each scored nine 
points off the bench for Maine.

Virginia Tech is 2-0 all time 
against the Black Bears. The 
other victory occurred on Nov. 
11, 2016 in an 80-67, which also 
served as a season opener.

Brian Bishop/The Patriot 

Virginia Tech Hokies forward Justyn Mutts (25) drives the lane 
during a NCAA basketball game between the Maine Bears and 
the Virginia Tech Hokies at Cassell Coliseum in Blacksburg.

Mutts, N’Guessan 
lead Virginia Tech 
in blowout of Maine
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Draper Valley Baptist Church
3200 Lee Highway
Draper, Va. 24324

Pastor: Alan Pearce
Service Times:

Bible Study Sunday, 10 a.m.
Sunday Worship, 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening, 5 p.m.

email: drapervalleybc@gmail.com
www.drapervalleybaptist.org

Grace Baptist Church
552 E. Main Street
Dublin, Va. 24084

Pastor: Doug Testerman
674-1762

Primary Services:
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Sunday worship

Sunday  Night Power Hour, 6 to 7 p.m.
Wednesday Night 7 to 8 p.m.

Grace Kids and Teens Bible Study

Open Door Baptist Church
4576 Miller Lane

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor: Rev. N.K. Howlett

Primary Services:
Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.

Worship, 11 a.m.
Wednesday Night, 7 p.m.

Phone: 980-2046

Draper United Methodist Church
3080 Greenbriar Road

Draper, VA 24324
Pastor: Rev. Jason Crandall

423-716-2570
Primary Service Times:
Sunday School, 10 a.m.

Worship, 11 a.m.
Phone: 276-477-3835

Newbern Christian Church
Disciples of Christ

5183 Wilderness Road, Newbern
Rev. Denise and Ken Walker

540-440-8733

Christ Episcopal Church
144 North Washington Ave., Pulaski

Service: 10 a.m. every Sunday
Phone: 980-2413

Email: christ24301@gmail.com
www.christpulaski.dioswva.org

Jordan's Chapel UMC
Pastor: Jim Goddard
Worship: 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School: 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

Cecil's Chapel United Methodist Church
5801 Cecil's Chapel Road, 

Hiwassee, VA  24347
Pastor Mark Asbury

Worship service is 8:45am-9:45am
Sunday School is 10 - 10:45am

Ricky Dishon, 540 239 6360, www.facebook.
com/cecilschapel.umc

Newbern United Methodist Church
5155 Wilderness Road

Exit 98 off I-81 Newbern
Rev. Paige Wimberly

674-6111
Worship Services: 9:45 a.m.

Sunday School: 11 a.m.

Valley Harvest Ministries
1 Harvest Place

P.O. Box 458
Dublin, VA 24084

Senior Pastor Steve Willis 
Associate Pastors: Perry Slaughter, 

Walter Gueste, Derick Burton
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.

Hispanic Ministry Service- Sunday 6 p.m. 
Wednesday School 7 p.m. 

www.vhmdublin.org
540-674-4729

Mountain View United Methodist Church
6648 Wilderness Road

Dublin, VA 24084
Phone: 540-674-6111

mountainviewumc.yolasite.com/
Pastor: Paige Wimberly

Adult Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Morning Worship with Children's Church at 

11 a.m.

Dublin Baptist Church
Dublin Baptist Church

100 Hawkins Street, Dublin, VA 24084
540-674-6061

secretary@dublinbaptistva.org
Website: dublinbaptistva.org

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11 a.m.

Wednesday Youth Bible Study, 7 p.m.

Allisonia Pentecostal Holiness Church
1560 Julia Simpkins Road

Allisonia, VA 
Pastor Justin Phillips

Sunday Morning Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship: 6 p.m.

First United Methodist Church 
301 N. Jefferson Ave. - Pulaski (physical 

address) 
135 Fourth St., NW - Pulaski (mailing 

address)
Pastor’s Name: Will Shelton 

Hispanic Lay Pastor: Sebastian Ruiz
Sunday Service: 10:00 AM 

Hispanic Worship: 11:00AM 
Contact Info. Phone: 540.980.3331

e-mail: office@fumcpulask.org website: 
www.fumcpulask.org  

FACEBOOK@FirstUMCPulaski and 
WBLB 10:00am

Belspring Baptist Church
6887 Depot Street

Belspring, VA 24058
Pastor Darrell Linkous

Service Times:
Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Sunday worship: 11 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study and 
Youth Group: 7 p.m.

Darrell Linkous: 353-0081
belspringbaptistchurch@gmail.com

Memorial Baptist Church
995 Peppers Ferry Road

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor: Michael S. Jones

Sunday
9:45 am - Sunday School

11:00 am - Worship
Wednesday

6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
(540) 980-4731

Email: dfarley3@verizon.net

River of Life Church
5311 Black Hollow Road, Dublin, Va. 24084

Shawn Burchett, Pastor
Sunday School 9:15 AM

Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Wednesday Evening Life 
Building Service 7:00 PM

www.rolcdublin.com            540-674-4500

Delton Church of God 
of Prophecy

4570 Boyd Road, Draper, VA 24324
Pastor Vickie Lee Viars

deltoncogop@gmail.com   (276) 620-3191
Sunday mornings - 11 AM to 12 PM

Sunday evenings-Facebook live services 
announced on Facebook 

Wednesday evenings- To be announced at 
later future time until COVID-19 ceases
Delton COGOP is following all COVID-19 

safety guidelines of social distancing, masks, 
cleaning, and disinfection.

Heritage Church
6195 Cleburne Boulevard, Dublin

Pastor Mike Pierce
Service Times: 

Wednesdays, 7 p.m.; 
Sundays, 10 a.m.
(540) 674-9220

Website: www.heritagechurch.net
Facebook.com/

HeritageChurchDublinVA

Fairlawn Baptist
6758 Oxford Avenue
Fairlawn, VA 24141

First Missionary Baptist Church
7318 Manns Drive / P.O. Box 90

New River, Virginia 24129
(540) 639-5331

email: fmbc1872@verizon.net
Pastor: Rev. Richard A. Goodman, Sr.

Associate Minister:
Rev. Annette Cheek

Clerk: Mrs. Carlotta Lewis
Sundays: 

Morning Worship  11:00 a.m.
The Lord's Supper - Each First Sunday

Wednesdays: Prayer Meeting &       
Bible Study  6:30 p.m.

Dublin United Methodist Church
P.O. Box 577

424 East Main Street
Pastor Don Shelor

(540) 674-5128
office@dublinumc.com

Sunday Worship at 9:00 & 11:00am
Sunday School - 10:00am

Freedom Fellowship Church
1730 West Street

Radford, VA 24141
Sr. Pastor: Jerry W. Collins

540-577-5780
jcollinsfreedomfellowship@yahoo.com

Sunday Service: 10 a.m.
11 a.m. Children’s Church

Wednesday - 7 p.m. Service
7 p.m. Youth Service

Draper’s Valley Presbyterian (PCA)
2755 Old Baltimore Road, 

Draper, VA 24324
Senior Pastor: Rev. Robert E. Davis

Associate Pastor: Rev. Roland Mathews
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship Service 
10:30 a.m.

Sunday Evening Worship Service 6:15 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Groups and Adult Prayer 

& Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
Phone - 540-994-9015

e-mail - drapers.valley@dvpca.org
website - www.dvpca.org

Sunday Morning Worship Live-Stream • 
10:30 a.m. (or anytime on YouTube)

Trinity Lutheran 
Church ELCA

2 Fifth Street, N.W., Pulaski
540-980-3624

The Rev. Terrie Sternberg
trinitypulaski @gmail.com

Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
(Sept. - May)

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
(June - Aug.)

Bible Study: Wednesday, 12:30
www.trinitypulaski.org

Trinity United Methodist
Pastor: Judy Yonce

Sunday Worship - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Study - Wednesday, 7 p.m.

528 5th Street, S.E.
Pulaski, Va.

Phone - 980-0820

Snowville Baptist Church
3238 Gum Log Road, Hiwassee

Pastor: Rev. Tony Hart
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Sunday Services: 11 a.m., 6 p.m.
Wednesday Night Service: 7 p.m.

Fairlawn United Methodist Church
7584 Brandon Road, Fairlawn, Va. 24141 

Pastor Mark A. Miller
markmiller.psalm1@gmail.com

Cell) 540-320-2431
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

Sunday Worship (with children's message): 
11 a.m.

Bible Study, Wednesday: 7 p.m.
Youth Ministry
Facebook.com/

Fairlawn-United-Methodist-Church

Grace Ministries
Church of God of Prophecy

1021 Macgill Street
Pulaski, VA 24301

Church: 540-980-2118
Cell: 276-233-8083

Bus Ministry: 540-385-9972
www.pulaskigracemin.com

Email: pulaskigracemin@hotmail.com
Pastor Mike Williams
Children's Ministry

Aaron  & Becky Sampson 
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.
Children’s Church 10:30 a.m.

Children’s Free Breakfast 10:30 a.m.
Ages 5-12

Men’s & Women’s Ministry Wed. 6:30

Faith Bible Church
110 LaGrange Street, Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor: Jim Linkous
Associate Pastor: T.J. Cox

540-980-5433
www.facebook/faithbiblechurch

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.

Sunday Children’s Church: 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening: 6 p.m.

Wednesday Evening Bible Study: 7 p.m.
Children’s Meal: 6:30 p.m.

Children’s and Youth’s Group Classes: 7 p.m.

Dublin Christian Church
5605 Dunlap Road

P.O. Box 1330
Dublin, VA 24084

(540) 674-8434
www.dublinchristianchurch.com

Richard R. Goad, Jr.
Senior Minister

Sunday School 10 a.m.
Worship 11 a.m.

Sunday Evening Worship and 
Youth Meeting, 6 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study and Children's Bible 
Classes, 7 p.m.

First Presbyterian Church
408 N. Jefferson Avenue, Pulaski

Pastor Melissa McNair-King
(540) 980-2132

firstprespulaskiva@gmail.com
www.firstpresbyterianpulaski.org

Sunday Services:
Sept.-May: Sunday School, 9:45 a.m., 

Service 11 a.m.
June-Labor Day: Service 10 a.m.

Wednesday Family Night, 6 - 7:30 p.m.

Courage is the ability to do 
something that is frightening.  
Courage is strength in the face 
of pain, anguish and grief.

Christian courage is the will-
ingness to say and do the right 
thing regardless of the earthly 
cost. 

Courage to stand up for God 
and the truth comes from our 
seeking the face of God for 
courage. 

Jesus warned His disciples 
that spreading the gospel would 
meet with resistance. He told 
them, up front, that they will de-
liver you to tribulation and kill 
you and you will be hated by all 
nations for My sake. 

Jesus never promised us that 
delivering the gospel would be 
easy.  He said it would be diffi-
cult, but also that He would be 
with us and help us and give us 
the power to do it. 

As the great gospel song says, 
“He never promised that the 
cross would not get heavy, and 
the hill would not be hard to 
climb.  He never offered, victo-
ries without fighting, but He said 
help would always come in time.

Just remember when you’re 
standing in the valley of deci-
sion, and adversary says give in, 
just hold on, our Lord will show 
up, Yes, and He will take you 
through the fire again.” (Chaka 
Khan)

Courage to serve God in the 
beauty of holiness in a world of 
sin, comes from God. Courage 
to be an overcomer comes from 
God. Courage to share the gos-
pel with others when we know it 
will not be received well, comes 
from God. 

Now, does our courage get 
low sometimes? Yes it does. 
We’re still human beings. We 
don’t like rejection. We don’t 
like persecution. We don’t like it 
when people are making us the 
brunt of their jokes. We don’t 
like it when people talk ugly 
about us. And sometimes we, 
like Jeremiah, get discouraged. 

When we find ourselves 
discouraged, we can and should 
turn to the word of God which 
will encourage us more than 
anything or anyone else. 

The word of God tells us 
about how powerful God is; 
and how He had never failed to 
keep a one of His promises; and 
how he will deliver us from our 
afflictions which are many; and 
how God is faithful; and how 
He is on our side, and how we 
should put our trust in Him, and 
how that when we do, we shall 
arise from the pits of discour-
agement and ascend back up 
into heavenly places with Christ 
Jesus. 

When our courage gets low, 
encouragement brings it back.  
Encouragement   motivates us, 
it lifts us up above the shadows.  
it restores out courage that has 
been wrung out by discourage-
ment. 

2 Tim. 1:7 is a good scripture 
that will encourage us when we 
become discouraged. “For God 
hath not given us the spirit of 
fear; but of power, and of love, 
and of a sound mind.” 

Discouragement is the best 
tool in the devil’s toolbox. I 
heard it explained like this one 
time by Rick Ezell, and I agree. 
“There is a legend that reveals 
the source of discouragement. 
Supposedly, the devil put his 
tools up for sale, marking each 
for public inspection with its 
appropriate sale price. Included 
were hatred, envy, jealousy, 
deceit, lying, and pride. Laid 
apart from these was a rather 
harmless looking but well-worn 
tool – discouragement - marked 

Courage 
Under 
Fire ~ 
Jeremiah

See MCCRAW, page B7

Church
Directory

Grace Episcopal Church
210 4th Street, Radford, 24141

639-3494
Service: 10:30AM Sundays

Email: office@graceradford.org
http://www.graceradford.org

Facebook: Grace Episcopal Church
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Thornspring United Methodist Church
5670 Thornspring Church Rd.

Dublin, VA 24084
Pastor: Rev. Teresa Tolbert

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Worship Service: 11 a.m.
Phone: (540) 980-2927

First Baptist Church
5473 Baskerville Street

Dublin, VA 24084
Pastor Wallis Brown

540-674-2677
Service: 11 a.m.

New Dublin Presbyterian Church
5331 New Dublin Church Road

Dublin, VA  24084
Pastor: Sara Jane Nixon

Website:  newdublinpres.org
540-674-6147

Services 11:00 AM Sundays

Community Christian Church
5382 Grace Street, Dublin VA, 24084

540-674-4308
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Worship Service 10:45 a.m.

First Dublin Presbyterian Church (ECO)
409 Church Street, Dublin, Va. 24084

P.O. Box 2027, Dublin, Va. 24084
first-dublin-presbyterian-church-eco.com 

Minister: 
The Rev. Dr. Olin Marsh Whitener, Jr.

Max Creek Baptist Church
3000 Old Route 100 Road, Draper, Va. 24324

www.maxcreek.org
www.facebook.com/maxcreekbaptist

Senior Pastor: Mike Coleman
Youth Minister: Charlie Prince

Sunday Services
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Morning Worship: 11 a.m.
Teen Social and Class: 5 p.m.

Evening Worship: 6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study & Classes:7 p.m.

Pulaski Church of God
1621 Bob White Boulevard

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor Donald Jones

540-980-8880
www.pulaskicog.church

Sunday Services
Sunday Life Groups: 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Wednesdays Midweek Connect: 7 p.m.

Showers of Blessing Church of 
God in Christ

305 Newbern Road, Dublin
Pastor Elder Stephen Muse

Come and Worship With Us!
Sunday School: 10:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 11:30 a.m.
Tuesday Night Bible Study: 7-8 p.m.

Randolph Avenue 
United Methodist Church

1607 Randolph Avenue
Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Elston McLain
Worship Service: 11 a.m.
Phone: (540) 980-8775

Pulaski Christian Church, Inc.
4531 Brookmont Road, Pulaski, VA 24301

www.pulaskichristianchurch.com/
Rev. Kathy Warden, Pastor,

(540) 250-2974
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m.
Worship 7 p.m.

Monday Bible Study
7 to 9 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study
7 p.m.

Aldersgate United Methodist
1946 Medallion Drive

Pulaski, VA 24301
(540) 980-1349

Pastor Jim Goddard
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.

First Baptist Church
220 Magazine Street
Pulaski, VA  24301

540-980-3336
Email: firstbaptist220@gmail.com

Pastor: Rev, Douglas Patterson
Sunday School  10 a.m.

Sunday Worship  11 a.m.
Monday's Child Youth Group, Monday 

Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study  6:30 p.m.

Pulaski Presbyterian Church
(PCA)

975 Memorial Drive
Pulaski, VA 24301

Office Phone:980-2631
Email: pastor@pulaskipca.org
Website: www.pulaskipca.org
Stated Supply: Rev. John Gess

Sunday School: 10:00am
Worship Service: 11:00am

Sure Foundation Christian Fellowship
6598 Annie Akers Road

Radford, VA  24141
(540) 639-3443

Pastor Steve Phillips
Sunday Morning Worship: 10:00 am

Sunday Night Prayer: 5:30 pm
Wednesday Night 

Prophetic Teaching: 6:30 pm

New Hope Chapel
1555 Case Knife Road

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor Darrell Gray

(276) 733-6080
Pastor Gray and congregation invite you to 

New Hope Chapel. 
Service Times: 

10 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Sunday Service

Family Worship Center
First Pentecostal Holiness

955 Memorial Drive, Pulaski
540-980-7287

Jeff Willhoite, Pastor
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.
KidsZone 10:45 a.m.

Evening Worship 6 p.m.
www.fwcpulaski.church

Pulaski First Church of the Brethren
1749 Newbern Road
Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor Frank Peters
Sunday School: 9:45

Worship: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

980-3798

Abundant Life Ministries
3050 Lee Highway

Pulaski, VA 24301 (540) 980-5506
(Mon. - Fri., 9 a.m.-1 p.m.)

Pastor Randall K. Lawrence Sr.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday Evenings (Family Night) 7 pm 
Bible Classes all ages

Adult Bible Class
THRIVE Teen Class

Children’s  Special Activitiy Classes

New Life Church of the Nazarene
45 S. Jefferson Avenue

Pulaski, VA 24301 
540-980-2001

www.newlifepulaski.com
email: pastorjuls@verizon.net

Pastor: Julie Armbrister
Sunday School (all ages) 9:30 a.m.

Sunday worship: 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 6 p.m.

Trinity Baptist Church
4008 Robinson Tract Road

Pulaski, VA 24301 
Telephone: 980-8186

Pastor Johnny Howlett
Minister of Education Rev. Steve Taylor

Sunday Worship - 10 a.m.
Sunday Bible Study - 6 p.m.

Wednesday - Adult Bible Study and Youth 
Group - 7 p.m.

Grace Fellowship Baptist Church
2640 Max Creek Road

P.O. Box 326
Hiwassee, VA 24347
Pastor: Jason N. Aker
Phone: 276-699-3176

pastorjasonaker@gmail.com
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study: 7 p.m.

St. Edwards Catholic Church
Corner of N. Washington Ave. and

7th Street N.W., Pulaski
Phone: 980-6511
Fax: 980-6511

Priest: Fr. Francis Boateng
Mass: 11 a.m. Sunday

Warriors for Christ II
Bishop Sherman Buckner

600 Skyline Circle
Pulaski, VA 
540-315-2317

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Worship: 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Thursday: 7 p.m. Service

Bob White Boulevard Baptist Church
3826 Bob White Boulevard

Pulaski, VA.
Pastor: Allen Harman

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Preaching: 11 a.m.

Sunday Evening: 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service: 7:30 p.m.

FUNDAMENTAL

Seagle 
Funeral Home

Todd Bruce, Manager

415 N. Jefferson Ave., Pulaski , 980-1700

with an extremely high price. 
When Why the costly price? 
The devil answered: “Because 
it is more useful to me than the 
others. I can pry open a person’s 
heart with that when I cannot get 
near them with the other tools. 
Once inside, I can make them 
do whatever I choose. It is badly 
worn because I use it on almost 
everyone, since few people know 
it belongs to me.”

Many people succumb to this 
infamous tool of Satan.  But we, 
the blood bought, born again, 
Children of God can’t afford to 
allow the devil or his henchmen 
or situations or circumstances to 
discourage us. We must remain 
strong in the Lord and in the 
power of His might. 

When Joshua was about to 
lead the Israelites into the prom-
ise land God encouraged him 
saying to Joshua, “Have not I 
commanded thee? Be strong and 
of a good courage; be not afraid, 
neither be thou dismayed: for the 
Lord thy God is with thee whith-
ersoever thou goest.” (Jos. 1:9)

Three times God encouraged 
Joshua to go in and possess the 
land telling him not to fear, but 
to have courage and to be strong 
in the Lord. 

And Joshua trusted God and 
steeled himself for the conquest, 
and with courage and faith, and 
with strength, and with God, he 
led them in to possess the land. 

They had many, many battles. 
God didn’t say it would be easy, 
but He did say, I will be with 
you, and make you conquerors. 

One man or woman, plus God 
is always a majority. Greater is 
He that is in you, than he that is 
in the world. You can do ALL 
things through Christ, who 
strengthens you.” See what I 
mean about drawing strength and 
courage from the word of God? 
God tells us in His word that we 
will be more than conquerors, 
through Christ Jesus. 

He tells us in His word to go 
forward in faith and in the power 
that is in the Name of the Lord, 
and that He will give us the 
victory. 

Continued from Page B6

McCraw

‘In everything give thanks’
From the writings of the Rev. 

Billy Graham

Q: It is hard to be thankful 
when things are falling apart, 
yet I know that is what the 
Bible says we should do. But if 
I thank the Lord for problems 
when I really don’t mean it, 
isn’t that lying to the Lord? - 
U.H.

A: Long ago, a minister named 
Matthew Henry was robbed. He 
wrote in his diary, “Let me be 
thankful first because I was never 
robbed before; second, although 

they took my [possessions], 
they did not take my life; third, 
because although they took my 
all, it was not much; and fourth, 
because it was I who was robbed, 
not I who robbed.”

This is a convicting and true 
account. How many of us can 
really look at difficulties in this 
way with thankful hearts? Yet the 
Bible says, “In everything give 
thanks (1 Thessalonians 5:18). 
Thankfulness isn’t our usual 
response when something goes 
wrong. We may have a hundred 
good things to be thankful for -- 
but let one bad thing happen, and 

it’s all we think about!
No matter what happens, we 

are to give thanks. We must 
develop a habit of thanking God 
each day. Does He expect us to 
thank Him that we’ve received 
a bad health diagnosis? Not at 
all; but He does want us to thank 

Him for being with us through 
our journey -- every step of the 
way.

Thanking God for every bless-
ing is a good place to start; it will 
take a while to get through all 
the goodness God has provided. 
Most of all, we should thank 
Him daily for what Jesus has 
done for us, to be watchful and 
mindful that the Lord is near 
to those who call on His name 
(Romans 10:13).

(This column is based on the 
words and writings of the late 
Rev. Billy Graham.)

Bible
Trivia

1. Is the book of Amaziah in 
the Old Testament or New Testa-
ment or neither?

2. From Acts 5, who con-
vinced the Jerusalem council not 
to stone the apostles? Haggai, 
Shebna, Gamaliel, Levi

3. The scriptures often use the 
word “Gehenna,” which trans-
lates into English as? Hell, Par-
adise, Poem, Soul

4. In 2 Corinthians 5:17, who 
does Paul describe as a “new 
creature”? The unborn, Innocent 
children, Commandment keep-
ers, Anyone in Christ

5. Besides Abiathar, who was 
a high priest during the reign 
of David? Passhur, Zadok, 
Caiaphas, Zebedee

6. How old was Moses when 
he died? 33, 100, 120, 164

ANSWERS: 1) Neither; 2) 
Gamaliel; 3) Hell; 4) Anyone in 
Christ; 5) Zadok; 6) 120

“Test Your Bible Knowl-
edge,” a book with 1,206 multi-
ple-choice questions by colum-
nist Wilson Casey, is available in 
stores and online.

First Baptist Church
325 Randolph Avenue

Pulaski, Va.
Pastor: Dr. Henry Fiske

Phone: 980-6565
fbcpulaskiva@gmail.com
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.

Pathway to Heaven Worship Center
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 434

Dublin, VA 24084
Physical Address: 7889 Cleburne Blvd.

Dublin, VA 24084
Pastor Winfred Keene - Phone 540-239-8092

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship: 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship: 6 p.m.

Tuesday Evening Bible Study: 6 p.m.

Amazing Grace Ministries
4892 Veterans Hill Road

Pulaski, VA
Pastor Todd Garwood

(540) 250-3741
ttgarwood674@gmail.com

Remember Your 
Loved One On A 
Special Day With 

An 
In Memoriam

Notice.

Call 
540-808-3949.

Deadline Is Noon 
Wednesday.
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T.A. Produce
Vine Ripened Tomatoes, 

Carroll County Cabbage, Florida Citrus 
Old Fashioned Candies, Honey and Jams

Variety of New Crop Apples, Nuts and Pintos, 
Cheese,  Neese’s Sausage and Bacon 

Side Meat, Country Ham, Claxton Fruit Cakes

We Appreciate Our Customers!
Call 674-4233 Open 9-6; Closed Sunday

Route 11 - Dublin

HAPPY THANKSGIVING
Be Blessed, Be Thankful!

Veterans Day Sale
15% Off For Veterans

Pre-Inventory Specials
November & December

Ms. Audre's Fabrics
206 Main Street • Narrows, Va.

(540) 921-2042

Open 10-6 Tues. - Friday, 10-4 Saturday

Lloyd entertains at FAC’s First Friday event
By WILLIAM PAINE
For The Patriot

For the first time ever, the Fine 
Arts Center for the New River 
Valley held its First Friday’s con-
cert event at the Max on Main cof-
fee shop on Pulaski’s West Main 
Street. The interior of the new 
coffee house/restaurant treats the 
customer to a remarkably imagi-
native décor, which relies heavily 
on dissembled wooden pallets. 

Max on Main is conveniently 
located just across the street from 
the Fine Arts Center for the NRV 
and more convenient still is their 
stage, which is located at the win-
dow facing the street.

It’s no wonder then how the 
FAC decided to expand their First 
Fridays musical offerings to the 
coffee shop across the street.

The featured performer for 
the Friday, Nov. 5 event was Jim 
Lloyd, who played the banjo, 
guitar and an antique accordion 
during his lively show. Lloyd was 
accompanied by his wife, Ange-
line who took the first seat at the 
front of the stage and smiled at 
her hubby throughout his perfor-
mance.

As one might expect, many in 
the audience were linked to the 
Fine Arts Center, including the 
new FAC Director Becky Lat-
tuca, FAC President John Ross, 
longtime board member Do-
nia Eley, county supervisor Joe 
Guthrie and Carol Smith, who or-
ganized this First Fridays event.

What kind of music does Lloyd 
play?

“Well, I’ve been told it’s dys-
lexic … or eclectic, but I think 

they’d qualify me more as Amer-
icana than anything else,” said 
Lloyd.

There were a goodly number 
of board members/instructors of 
the Greater Pulaski Junior Appa-
lachian Musicians (GRAPeJAM) 
in attendance at this First Friday’s 
event, as well. 

This stands to reason, as the 
music that these GRAPeJAM in-
structors are teaching their stu-
dents is not dissimilar to the tunes 
that Jim Lloyd sung and played 
in his performance. Perhaps even 
more importantly, Lloyd works 
as the Program Director for all 
55 Junior Appalachian Musicians 
(JAM) organizations.

The pandemic effectively shut 
down the JAM program, which 
teaches children how to play 
traditional Appalachian music 
with traditional Appalachian in-
struments. The Greater Pulaski 
Junior Appalachian Musicians 
(GRAPEJAM) is one of the few 
JAM programs that has again be-
gun instruction.

“We’re beginning to get mov-
ing again after the shutdown,” 
said Lloyd of the JAM program. 
“Your Pulaski County JAM got 
started again and we’re hoping to 
get everybody online soon. Hope-
fully we’ll start up the Wytheville 
JAM program by the first of the 
year.”

When the Wytheville JAM 
program starts up again, Lloyd 
intends to teach students to play 
banjo, guitar and fiddle, as that 
organization’s sole instructor.

Jim Lloyd, who played from 
6 till 8 that evening with only 
a brief intermission, kept the 
crowd engaged with his expert 
musicianship and his trademark 
witty banter between songs.

By the end of the show, the 
crowd was well pleased to have 
heard Lloyd’s one of a kind per-
formance at Max on Main, the 
latest business to open on Pulas-
ki’s revitalized Main drag.

‘The acoustics are good and 
the crowd was great,” said Lloyd 
of his Friday evening venture to 
downtown Pulaski. “Good com-
pany and good food. You can’t 
beat any of that. It’s a wonderful 
place to play.”

William Paine/For The Patriot

Jim Lloyd performs at Max on Main in Pulaski.

Griffith statement on Morris sentencing
Pulaski County Common-

wealth’s Attorney Justin L. 
Griffith issued the following 
statement Wednesday on the 
sentencing of Michael Dominic 
Morris.

On July 21, 2021, Michael 
Dominic Morris pled guilty and 
was found guilty of one count of 
Aggravated Involuntary Man-
slaughter and one count of Driv-
ing Under the Influence. As I 
have repeatedly said, our office 
did not enter into a sentencing 
agreement. He was sentenced 
by the Circuit Court today. On 
the Aggravated Manslaughter 
charge, he was sentenced to 20 
years in prison and on the Driv-
ing Under the Influence charge, 
he was sentenced to 12 months 
in jail. He was ordered to serve 
14 active years in prison. The 
low-end of his guidelines recom-
mended an active sentence of 3 
years and 3 months, mid-point of 
6 years and high-end of 7 years 
and 7 months. The 14-year active 

sentence is an extreme upward 
deviation. 

As I told the Court, how do you 
argue for justice in this case with-
out sounding like you are saying 
Perry Hodge’s life is more valu-
able than others’ lives? What is 
unique in this case is the far and 
wide range of effects the Defen-
dant’s choices had, beyond him-
self and Perry. The impact of Per-
ry’s death has been felt by children 
meeting with counselors from the 
loss of their School Resource Of-
ficer to grown men and women 
who wear badges and guns falling 
to their knees in pain. Through 
our words, the Commonwealth 
demanded justice. I asked for se-
vere justice for the taking of a life. 
That was the only thing accept-
able to the Commonwealth. The 
Commonwealth had a duty to this 
community that Perry served; to 
the family and friends that Perry 
loved; to the school children and 
the law enforcement colleagues to 
whom he was a role model.  

The court listened to our argu-
ments that the tremors of grief the 
Defendant’s choices made will 

last forever. That is why this case 
deserved the extreme upward 
deviation it received. The Court 
listened today, the Court under-
stood, and it is my honor and 
privilege to say that Justice was 
served. 

In closing, it is important to our 
office that the public never forget 
the man we lost that day. Perry 
Hodge’s devotion and dedication 
to this community and his fami-
ly are unmatched. His contribu-
tions are immeasurable as is the 
loss of his life. Perry Hodge never 
flinched in his duty. This commu-
nity should never flinch in their 
memory of Perry Hodge. I will 
never flinch in the pursuit, the 
pursuit of justice. We were bless-
ed to be the voice in the court-
room today. 

 Thank you,
Justin L. Griffith

Pulaski County 
Commonwealth’s Attorney 
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