
Locally Owned And Operated

Distributed FREE On Fridays For 12 Years

Valley Staffing Inc.Valley Staffing Inc.
Wright Ave., Dublin, Va.Wright Ave., Dublin, Va.

540-674-3103 540-674-3103     
EEO  Apply Today At www.valleystaffingjobs.com  DRUG FREE

IM M EDI ATE OPENINGSIM M EDI ATE OPENINGS
Skilled and Unskilled • All ShiftsSkilled and Unskilled • All Shifts

Pulaski, Wythe, Giles, Montgomery, Carroll Pulaski, Wythe, Giles, Montgomery, Carroll 
Counties and RadfordCounties and Radford

Area Companies 

Will Hire You As 

Entry Level And 

Train You To Learn 

A Skill

Unskilled Jobs 

Paying As High 

As $15 Per Hour; 

Skilled Jobs 

Paying Up To 

$20 Per Hour 

Pay Is Higher Than 

Ever And Many 

Jobs Come With 

Sign-on 

Bonuses!
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Celebrating 141 
years of service, 
and family owned.

Traditional services 
with traditional 
values.

Accepting 
pre-arrangements 
from other
 funeral homes.

Financing for 
funerals available

415 N. Jefferson Avenue • Pulaski, Va., 24301
S. Todd Bruce, Manager/Owner

540-980-1700

Your Comfort Is Our Priority

www.pcpatr iot .comFebruary 25, 2022

WEEKEND WEATHER

Saturday Sunday
Mostly sunny, with a high near 
50.

Sunday Night - Mostly clear, 
with a low around 27.

Mostly cloudy, with a high near 
47. Northwest wind around 5 
mph becoming calm.

Saturday Night - Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 30.

DON’T WAIT to LOSE WEIGHT!

540-629-3751 

Rt. 100 at 453 Cleburne Boulevard, Dublin

https://nrvmedicalweightloss.com/

NRV Medical Weight Loss helps patients form 

healthy lifestyles by providing comprehensive and 

individualized weight loss treatments. We also focus 

on the overall wellness of patients through a variety 

of modailities including hormone replacement 

therapy and immune boosting supplements.

Two die as truck, motorcycles 
collide on Draper’s Mountain
From Pulaski County 
Sheriff’s Office

On Monday, at approximately 
3:58 p.m., Pulaski County Sher-
iff’s Office received a call con-
cerning a motor vehicle crash 
involving two motorcycles and 
a pickup truck on Lee Highway, 
just south of Hermosa Drive on 
Draper’s Mountain.

Both motorcyclists passed 
away as a result of their injuries. 
The driver of the pickup truck 
was transported by private vehi-

cle to the hospital and their con-
dition is unknown at this time.

This motor vehicle crash is still 
under.

A GoFundMe fundraiser has 
been established to aid the fam-
ilies of two men killed in the 

crash.

Tuesday, Lori Caudill 
launched the GoFundMe page 
to help the families of the mo-
torcyclists. Caudill owns Tom’s 
Drive-In Restaurant, where one 
of the victim’s wives works.

In just one day, nearly $4,000 
were raised to help.

To view the GoFundMe, 
please visit: https://gf.me/v/c/
pl8r/2-tragic-motorcycle-fatali-
tiespulaski-va

GoFundMe page 
established to aid 
cyclists’ families

Pulaski Adult Day Service
in desperate need of funding
By DANIELLE REID
The Patriot

What images come to mind 
when you hear the phrase “adult 
day care?”  Do you envision old 
people sitting in front of a TV 
mindlessly watching game shows 
and 70’s re-runs, or aimlessly 
shuffling around a dimly-lighted 
room in a disheveled state? 

You can search the internet 
and find facilities that fit that de-
scription. But on the other side of 
the spectrum, New River Valley 
residents are blessed to have an 
up-scale daytime facility located 
in Dublin that enhances the lives 
of the adults in their care.  The 
highly trained director and staff 
of the Pulaski Adult Day Service 
and Fall Prevention Center offer 
multiple services and therapies 
to help the Adult Day Care par-
ticipants actually improve their 
quality of life.

“We have the best educated, 
qualified and licensed staff avail-
able.  At Pulaski Adult Day Ser-
vice & Fall Prevention Center 
we focus on quality of care. Our 
mission is to improve the partic-
ipants’ function and quality of 
life.  Many of our participants 
have been teachers, researchers, 
professors and nurses who have 
contributed to our community. 

Some have overcome tremendous 
physical and emotional challeng-
es.  We acknowledge their accom-
plishments and help build their 
self-esteem,” explains Dr. Linda 
Davis, founder and director of the 
center which opened its door in 
November 2015.  

Davis had dedicated the facil-
ity in honor of her mother, who 
required special care during her 
illness.

 “The center is absolutely God’s 
work,” said Davis.  “He gave me 
this project to help me through 
the loss of my mother and pro-
vided the education and skills to 
take care of others.  People should 
be celebrated, not overlooked and 
their accomplishments should be 
acknowledged.  At the Pulaski 
Adult Day Service and Fall Pre-
vention Center we get to do that.  
I see our participants as jewels,” 

Davis stated.
According to Davis, the facili-

ty is licenced to accommodate up 
to 30 clients from ages 18 and up.  
However, like many other enti-
ties, COVID-19 has had a devas-
tating effect on the Center, which 
had to close until April, 2021.  
Before COVID-19, the Center 
cared for 18 weekly clients, but 
the numbers have dwindled and 
the facility is struggling to re-
main open.

In fact, they have only enough 
funding to continue servicing 
the NRV for merely five more 
months.  Closing this facility 
would be a tragedy for families 
striving to keep their loved ones 
close to home and heart.  The 
level of care and encouragement 
individuals receive at the Pulas-

See ADULTS, page A8
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62 E. Main Street, Pulaski • 980-5129
Monday-Tuesday, 8 a.m.-9 p.m.

Wednesday-Thursday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Friday, 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

PULASKI FAMILY 
DENTISTRY

Dr. Cindy Southern says,
“Be true to your teeth,

or they’ll be false to you!”

TOWN OF PULASKI
PO BOX 660

PULASKI, VA  24301
540-994-8640 

NOTICE

TOWN DECAL RENEWAL FOR 2022

CURRENT (YELLOW) VEHICLE DECALS WILL 
EXPIRE ON MARCH 31, 2022.

NEW (PINK) DECALS MUST BE DISPLAYED ON 
YOUR VEHICLE BY APRIL 1, 2022.

IF YOUR VEHICLE IS HOUSED IN THE TOWN 
OF PULASKI YOU ARE REQUIRED TO HAVE A 

“TOWN” DECAL DISPLAYED ON YOUR VEHICLE.

 VEHICLE REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED AT THE 
TIME OF DECAL PURCHASE

ALL PERSONAL PROPERTY TAXES MUST BE 
CURRENT PRIOR TO ISSUING A TOWN DECAL.

VEHICLE - $25.00 EACH      MOTORCYCLE - $8.00 EACH 

TRAILER - $7.50 EACH

TRAVEL INN
246 Cleburne Blvd., Dublin, VA 24084

• Clean Comfortable Rooms
• Cable TV & Wifi Access

• Refrigerators & Microwaves in Rooms
• Walking Distance To Veronas, Hardees & Dollar General

Stop By Today To Reserve Your Room Today!
$5 OFF DAILY RATE
W/Coupon At Check-In.

Not Valid With Other Discounts. 
Expires 2/25/22 

OFFERING DAILY AND
WEEKLY RATES

Mask debate in Montgomery County goes viral
By WILLIAM PAINE
For The Patriot

A heated exchange between a 
concerned parent and the chair-
woman of the Montgomery 
County School Board has made 
national news. 

A video clip showing Alecia 
Vaught addressing the school 
board last Tuesday, Feb. 15, has 
gone completely “viral.” By early 
this week the exchange was fea-
tured on multiple news sites, in-
cluding Fox News, the New York 
Post and the Daily Mail websites.  
“Fox and Friends” showed the 
video clip on Monday, but that 
wasn’t good enough apparently, 
as they were calling her that af-
ternoon to speak to her person-
ally.

Vaught came to the school 
board meeting to express her 
opposition to the mask mandate, 
which was still in effect for Mont-
gomery County school students.

On Jan. 15, Gov. Glenn 
Younkin, the newly elected Gov-
ernor of Virginia, issued an exec-
utive order giving parents the fi-
nal say, as to whether or not their 
children will be required to wear 
masks in school.

The order went into effect on 
Jan., 24 and most school systems 
in Virginia abided by this de-
cision, which effectively ended 
masking mandates. Montgomery 
County schools, however, insist-
ed its students remain masked all 
day, every day, regardless of their 
parent’s wishes.

“That Monday I sent my son 

Alecia Vaught

to school unmasked because he 
didn’t want to wear a mask and I 
didn’t want him to wear one and 
it was our choice,” said Vaught. 
“The principal of his school called 
me and said he he’s not allowed to 
go to class without a mask on. So, 
they were denying him his consti-
tutionally protected right to have 
an education in Virginia and I was 
very upset about it.”

When Vaught came to express 
herself at the last school board 
meeting, she did so without a 
mask. At the prior board meeting, 
Vaught and other parents, stood 
up and took off their masks as a 
protest against the mandatory 
masking of students.  Vaught was 
reprimanded by board chair Susan 
Kass, for “endangering people.”

“We’re taking the power out 
of your hands and giving it back 
to the parents,” said Vaught at 
this latest meeting of the school 
board. “We sat here last year and 
listened to you guys preach to us 
about Governor Northam’s ex-
ecutive orders and how we must 
follow them. You remember that? 
We do.”

“So, the new governor comes 
into office, but you don’t want to 
follow his orders,” Vaught contin-
ued. “Why is that? We were sup-
posed to follow it last year, but not 
this year? That makes no sense 
and it makes you a bunch of hypo-
crites except for (board members) 
Dana (Partin) and Jamie (Bond).”

It was then that Vaught refer-
enced her last visit to the school 
board.

“Ms. Kass, you yelled at me last 

time I was here for taking off my 
mask, but here’s a picture of you 
right on Facebook with a crowd of 
people, with no mask on,” Vaught 
said as she held up her phone.

“That’s it,” Kass exclaimed, 
banging her gavel.

“This is my time and I don’t in-
terrupt you,” Vaught responded.

“No … no,” repeated Kass. 
“Here’s another picture of you 

with no mask on,” Vaught contin-
ued.

“I’m sorry, Miss Vaught, you 
are done,” said Kass as she contin-
ued to beat her gavel. “If you are 
going to sit there and disparage a 
member of our school board, then 
you can sit down.” 

“I have facts and truth on my 
side,” Vaught retorted.

It was then that Kass called for 
a police officer to remove Vaught 
from the podium. The Montgom-
ery County Sheriff’s Deputy then 
walked to the side of Vaught and 
told her she’d been asked to leave. 

“Why?” Vaught asked. “For 
speaking the truth?” 

As chairwoman Kass was in-
sisting that Vaught leave the podi-
um, school board member Jamie 
Bond said that Vaught should be 
able to “say her peace.” 

The deputy then returned to his 
post at the back of the room.

“I’ve had to listen to people 
criticize me … and I couldn’t do 
anything about it,” said Bond.

“They showed pictures of your 
family?” Kass asked Bond.

“They did worse,” Bond re-
sponded.

“That doesn’t make it right, 
Jamie,” Kass replied. “That’s my 
family.”

“What about our families?” 
Vaught asked the board. “Our 
families have been suffocated by 
your policies.”

“Time is up,” said school board 
Vice Chair Penny Franklin, 
though Vaught’s microphone had 
been already been turned off.

“She leaves or I leave,” declared 
Kass, but before anyone respond-
ed, she had already risen from her 
seat. 

“If you can’t handle the truth, 
you don’t need to be a school 
board member,” said Vaught, as 
Kass made her way to the door to 
leave the meeting room. 

“You can have my seat,” said 
Kass, as she passed the podium.

“We’re coming for them,” said 
Vaught. “All of them, except for 
Dana and Jamie.”

“They’re all yours,” said Kass, 
as she walked out the front door.

“I knew right when she cut my 
mic that she couldn’t handle being 
called out for her own hypocrisy,” 
said Vaught after the meeting. “I 
have a big voice (laughs), so I can 

project my voice when I need to 
and nothing was going to stop 
me from standing there and say-
ing my peace.”

 Undaunted, Vaught contin-
ued.

“With the rest of my time, I 
want to encourage parents and 
grandparents, if you want to run 
for a school board seat, which we 
might have one vacant apparent-
ly … come to the next meeting of 
the Second Monday Constitution 
Group on March 14. We have 
two free trainings that day and 
we want to offer those services 
to anybody that wants to run be-
cause these liberals are getting 
out of the school board.”

“You guys have made the 
Mama Bear so mad now, Vaught 
added.”

 Vaught finished concluded by 
calling out Superintendent Mark 
Miear, for “mandating implic-
it bias training for every school 
teacher.”

 “That was the start of this 
whole thing of CRT … of why 
we teach our kids to hate them-
selves and their skin color. That 
all started with you Dr. Meiar 
and so you have to take it all out 
again. School is for education 
and not indoctrination,” she said.

Vaught then thanked the board 
and went on her way. 

The meeting was stopped 
for some time to allow Chair-
woman Kass to return, but she 
never came back. The meeting 
resumed with Vice Chair Penny 
Franklin taking over the pro-
ceedings.

Several other parents and com-
munity members also addressed 
the board expressing their dis-
content about the continued 
mask mandate for Montgomery 
County students.

Later in the meeting, Dr. No-
elle Bissell, the Health Director 
of the New River Health District, 
addressed the board.

Bissell’s presentation illus-
trated how the number of new 
COVID cases were dramatically 
decreasing throughout the dis-
trict and beyond. 

Bissell then produced statistics 
showing that those who have re-
ceived the COVID shot are also 
susceptible to the disease albeit 

See VIRAL, page A5
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Sarah 
Elizabeth 
Boswell

Feb. 26, 1992 - May 7, 2020

Happy 2nd Birthday In Heaven.
We Love And Miss You 

So Very Much.

Mama and Maw Maw

THANK YOU
The family of Veronica Lynn Brown take this time to 

thank each and everyone for your thoughtful expressions 

of love and sympathy during the passing of Lynn.

May God continue to bless you all.

Elaine Brown and Family

WILLIAM BURKE 
SPARKS, JR. 

William Burke Sparks, Jr., age 
76 of Falls Mills, VA, formerly 
of Pulaski County, died Saturday 
February 19, 2022 at his Falls 
Mills residence.  He was born on 
February 28, 1945, and was the 
son of the late Vicie Lucile Vin-
cell Sparks and the late William 
Burke Sparks, Sr.

He was a U.S. veteran having 
served in the United States Navy 
during the Vietnam War period.  
Following his commitment to the 
Navy, he embarked upon a very 
rewarding, and proud career in 
the Merchant Marines.  He was 
married 48 years to his lovely 
wife Mary, and during that time 
he found a passion for collecting 
and restoring Volkswagon Buses 
and Beatles, and this enthusiasm 
carried beyond the death of his 
wife in 2018.  The absence of 
Mary became to-great of a chal-
lenge at his Dublin home, so he 
sold his home and moved to the 
Falls Mills area where his family 
roots began.

In addition to his parents and 
his wife, he was preceded in 
death by two brothers:  Robert 
W. Wiles, and Thomas Wiles:  
sisters; Barbara Hemlick, Laura 
Dye, Elizabeth Sparks, and Carol 
Harrold.

He is survived by two sisters:  
Margaret Smith of Folkston, GA, 
and Stella Jane Walker of Gran-
din, FL.  He was also survived by 
many nieces and nephews.

Graveside funeral services 
were held Thursday, February 
24, 2022 at the Southwest Virgin-
ia Veterans Cemetery, with the 
Rev. Charles Damron officiating.  
Afterwards a funeral procession 
took them to the cemetery for the 
graveside service where military 
honors were provided.  In lieu of 
flowers, please make a donation 
in his memory to the charity of 
your choice.

Online condolences may be 
sent to the family by visiting 
www.seaglefunearlhome.com  
Arrangements by Seagle Funeral 
Home, Pulaski.  540-980-1700.

IRIS GORDON FARMER 
Iris Gordon Farmer, 97, of Dub-

lin, passed away peacefully on 
Sunday, February 20, 2022. She 
was a member of Grace Baptist 
Church and retired from Radford 
Community Hospital in house-
keeping. She was preceded in 
death by her parents, James and 
Alice Gordon; husband, David 
Hughes Farmer; and daughters, 
Carolyn Sowers and Brenda Stil-
well.

Survivors include her daugh-
ters, Patricia Odham and Betty 
Graham, both of Dublin; sons, 
David Farmer of Dublin, and 
Kenny Farmer of Climax, N.C.; 
13 grandchildren, and several 
great grandchildren, and great 
great grandchild; and several 
nieces and nephews.

Funeral services were held 
Wednesday, Feb. 23, 2022 at 
Grace Baptist Church in Dublin 
with Pastor Doug Testerman offi-
ciating. Interment will be private.

The Farmer family is in the care 
of Mullins Funeral Home & Cre-
matory in Radford. www.mullins-
funeralhome.com

LORA MELVIN LYONS 
THORNTON 

Lora Melvin Lyons Thornton, 
age 71 of Radford passed away 
Thursday, February 17, 2022 at 
her home.

Born August 12, 1950 in Bland, 
she was the daughter of the late 
Harvey Andrew Melvin and Irene 
Kirby Melvin.  In addition to her 
parents, she was preceded in death 
by her husband, Donald “Don” 
Thornton, Son, Roger Douglas 
Lyons and Brothers, Wally,

Donald, and Cecil Melvin.
She was retired from RAAP 

with 32 years of service.
She is survived by
Children-
Kerry Lyons Montgomery and 

Barry Wilson- Dublin
LaDonna Lee Lyons- Radford
Grandchildren- Kasey (Kylene) 

McCambridge, Brad Montgom-
ery, Josh(Tiffany)Damron,

Jamey Dalton and Alex Dalton.
Great Grandchildren– Kaden 

McCambridge, Levi Damron, 
Sophia Damron andHope Mont-
gomery.

Brothers- Russell (Judy) Mel-
vin- MD. And Harvey Mel-
vin-Dublin

Sister– Mary L. Young- Riner
Sister-in-law- Mary Ellen Mel-

vin- Bland
Nieces, Nephews, Cousins and 

friends 
Funeral services were held 

Monday, February 21, 2022 in the
Bower Funeral Home Chapel, 

Pulaski. with Rev. Darlene Mar-
shall & Rev. Rachel Collins offici-
ating. Burial followed at Highland 
Memory Gardens, Dublin.

To sign Lora’s online guest-
book, visit www.bowerfuneral-
home.com

Bower Funeral Home, Pulaski 
is handling the arrangements for 
the family.

MARGARET ALICE VEST 
BREWSTER 

Margaret Alice Vest Brewster, 
born February 4, 1941, daugh-
ter of the late Charlie William 
Vest and Gladys Van Dyke Vest, 
passed peacefully in her home in 
Dublin on Thursday, February 
17, 2022. Alice graduated from 
Big Creek High School Class of 
1960 in War, West Virginia. Af-
ter graduating from high school., 
she married the love of her life 
and moved to Arlington, Va. She 
relocated to Dublin, Va. with her 
family in 1974. She graduated 
cosmetology school and worked 
for Pulaski County School Sys-
tem. She was a woman of many 
talents and skills. She was a tal-
ented artist and loved to craft and 
bake. She was an active member 
of Highland Park Community 
Church.

In addition to her parents, she 
was preceded in death by her hus-
band, Raymond Odell Brewster; 
sisters, Bethany Laura Vest Rowe, 
Glenna Martin, and Dawana Vest 
Martin; and brother, Charles Har-
old Vest.

She is survived by her daugh-
ters, Kimberly Renee Brewster 
and Kelley Brewster McDaniel 
(Phillip); four grandchildren, 
Courtney Michelle Mabry, 
Miles Addison Mabry (Britta-
ny), Landon Crockett McDaniel, 
and Peyton Ray McDaniel; sis-
ter, Dolly Virginia Vest of White 
Gate; brothers, William R. Vest 
(Joyce) of Christiansburg, Larry 
Dean Vest of Dublin, and Timo-
thy J. Vest of Pearisburg.

Graveside memorial services 
will be held at 11 a.m. on Friday, 
February 25, 2022 at Highland 
Memory Gardens in Dublin with 
Minister James Agnes officiating.

In lieu of flowers, contributions 
may be made to the National Hos-
pice Foundation.

The Brewster family is in the 
care of Mullins Funeral Home & 
Crematory in Radford. www.mul-
linsfuneralhome.com.

BETTY ROSE PAUGH 
Betty Rose Paugh, age 69 of 

Draper passed away Sunday, Feb-
ruary 20, 2022 at her home.

Born February 6, 1953 in Mem-
phis, TN, she was the daughter of 
the late Robert Earl Bates and

Eleanor Catherine Dimmer. In 
addition to her parents, she was 
also preceded in death by her hus-
band, William Joseph Paugh.

She attended the Draper United 
Methodist Church.

She is survived by her
Children
Steven William Paugh & wife, 

Barbara Stanislawa Paugh - 
Herndon, VA

Christina Rose Paugh - Chris-
tiansburg, VA

Vincent Jobson & wife, Gini 
Jobson – Hudson, N.H.

 Grandsons
Alexander William Paugh
Maximilian Kazimierz Paugh
 Sisters
Sandra Reamer - Columbia, SC
Candace MacDonald - Win-

chester, VA
Three nieces and two nephews
Memorial services will be held 

at 2:00 PM – Saturday, February 
26, 2022 at the Draper United 
Methodist Church.

In lieu of flowers the family 
asks that donations may be sent 
to the Draper United Methodist 
Church

or the Montgomery County 
Animal Shelter.

To sign Betty’s online guest-
book. visit www.bowerfunera-
home.com

Bower Funeral Home, Pulaski 
is handling the arrangements for 
the family.

WARREN PRESTON 
PHILLIPS II 

Warren Preston Phillips II, 
age 72, of Virginia Beach, Va. 
and previously of Pulaski, Va. 
passed away January 17, 2022 at 
his home. Born April 13, 1949 in 
Welch, W. Va. he was the son of 
the late Warren Preston and Phyl-
lis Hogan Phillips.

He was a 1967 graduate of 
Pulaski High School and a 1971 
graduate of Virginia Tech with 
a degree in metallurgical engi-
neering. He served in the U.S. Air 
Force from 1971 to 1975 as a med-
ical lab specialist. He retired from 
Naval Aviation Depot in Norfolk, 
Va.

He is survived by his brother, 
Thomas Phillips, Pulaski, Va.; 
sister, Judy (Jerry) Davis, Pulas-
ki, Va. and nephew, John Warren 
(Lauren) Lucas, Christiansburg, 
Va.

A private memorial service will 
be held at a later date.

LEWIS RICHARD 
LABRIE, II 

Lewis Richard LaBrie, II, 69, 
of Claytor Lake, formerly of Ro-
anoke, passed away Wednesday, 
February 16, 2022 at his home. 

The LaBrie family is in the care 
of Mullins Funeral Home in Rad-
ford. www.mullinsfuneralhome.
com

JOSEPH DANIEL NEAL 
Joseph Daniel Neal, 79, of Fair-

lawn, passed away Saturday, Feb-
ruary 19, 2022, after a long bout 
with bad health. 

The Neal family is in the care of 
Mullins Funeral Home & Crema-
tory in Radford, Virginia. www.
mullinsfuneralhome.com.

THEODORE “TED” R. 
ALBERTS 

Theodore “Ted” R. Alberts, 
NRCC Retired Professor of 
Welding Technology, passed 
away peacefully on Saturday, 
February 19, 2022. 

The Alberts family is in the 
care of Mullins Funeral Home 
& Crematory in Radford. www.

Additional Obituaries 
On Page A5
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Holy CowHoly Cow 1801 Wysor Road 
(Rt. 100 South)

Exit 89A From I-81
Draper, VA.  24324

540-250-1775

Farmhouse to Fancy
Garden & Greenery
Blend of Old & New

Hours:  Fri. & Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sundays 1-5 p.m.Hours:  Fri. & Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sundays 1-5 p.m.

Antiques, Gardens and 

Great Finds
Belle

Fantastic FebruaryFantastic February
Farmhouse, FlowersFarmhouse, Flowers

"Finds" & Fun!"Finds" & Fun!

CURLY LAND, JR. 
Curly Land, Jr., age 25 of Pu-

laski passed away January 20, 
2022 at his home. Born Septem-
ber 29, 1996 in Galax he was the 
son of the late Curly Land, Sr. & 
Patty Jean Bullins Privett.

He is survived by his 
Daughter – Natalie Brammer
“Mama” – JoAnn Oliver – Pu-

laski
Brother – James Land – Pu-

laski
Aunts & Uncles – Carolyn & 

Darrell Gray, Lavida Bullins, 
William “Bill” Bullins

The family will have a private 
memorial service at a later date. 
To sign Curly’s online guest-

HILDA ANN DISHON 
AYERS BOWER 

Hilda Ann Dishon Ayers Bow-
er, age 74 of Pulaski passed away 
Monday, February 21, 2022 at 
the Pulaski Lewis Gale Hospital.

Born January 30, 1948 in Pu-
laski, she was the daughter of 
the late Archie Dishon and Amy 
Dotte Phillips Dishon. In addi-
tion to her parents, she was pre-
ceded in death by her husband, 
and three sisters, Anita Dishon 
Ratcliff, Barbara Dishon Giles, 
and Vickie Dishon Huff.

She was a retired school  
teacher with the Pulaski Coun-
ty School system with over 33 
years of service.

Hilda is survived by
Son and Daughter-in-law–
John “Lee” Ayers, ll and Stac-

ey Ayers- Draper
Grandchildren– Bailey Ayers 

& Zander Ayers
Brother– Laymon Elwood 

“Woody” Dishon and wife, Trish 
Dishon- Grahams Forge

Brother-in-law- Gene Huff- 
Pulaski

Special Nieces– Mikki Huff 
and Samantha Huff

Great Nephew– Riley Huff, 
Great Niece– Kenzie Glover

Special Friends-
Phyllis and Dwight Taylor
Lydia Hedge Bell
Funeral services will be held 

Saturday, 11:00 a.m., February 
26, 2022 in the Bower Funeral 
Home Chapel, Pulaski with Rev. 
Johnny Howlett officiating with 
interment to follow in the Dun-
can Cemetery, Draper.

Visitation will be Friday eve-
ning from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. at 
Bower Funeral Home.

To sign the online guestbook, 
visit www.bowerfuneralhome.
com

Bower Funeral Home, Pulaski 
is handling the arrangements for 
the family.

JAMES ALFORD LAWSON 
James Alford Lawson, age 86 of 

Pulaski passed away Friday, Feb-
ruary 18, 2022. He was preceded 
in death by his wife, Shirley, his 
parents Albert, “Jack” and Char-
ity Lawson, his siblings, Henry, 
Roy, Charlie “Jug” Lawson, and 
S. Maxine Riggins.

He is survived by his
Sister - Dorothy (Donald) Alli-

son
Daughters - Deborah (Jay) 

Rupe, Sandra Lawson, and Bar-
bara (Kenneth) Luper

Son - James (Bonnie) Lawson
Grandchildren - Lori (Neil) 

Huss, Samantha Lawson, and Ja-
son Lawson

Respecting his wishes, there 
will be no public service. Burial 
will be in the Southwest Virgin-
ia Veterans Cemetery, Dublin. 
To sign Mr. Lawson’s online 
guestbook, visit www.bowerfu-
neralhome.com - Bower Funeral 
Home, Pulaski is handling the 
services for the family.

BENJAMIN OWENS 
BREEDLOVE 

Benjamin Owens Breedlove, 
age 51 of Radford passed away 
Thursday, February 17, 2022.

Born February 10, 1971 in Rad-
ford, he is the son of Marta Ow-
ens Breedlove and the late David 
Madison

Breedlove, Sr.
 After graduating from High 

School, Ben served in the Unit-
ed States Army and then worked 
at the Veterans Administration 
in Roanoke prior to retirement. 
Ben enjoyed camping, hiking and 
spending time outdoors. He loved 
all animals and will be greatly 
missed by his dog, Bentley

Ben is survived by
His Mother- Marta Owens 

Breedlove- Johnson City
Brother- David Madison Breed-

love, Jr. Pulaski
Sister and Brother-in-law- Re-

becca and Robert Rasnake-John-
son City

 Sister-Catherine Susewind- 
Virginia Beach

Nieces- Heather, Holly and Mi-
chelle

Eight Great nieces and nephews 
that he cared about very much.

Graveside services will be 
held Friday, 2:00 p.m., February 
25,2022 at the Southwest Virginia 
Veterans Cemetery, Dublin.

To sign Ben’s online guestbook, 
visit www.bowerfuneralhome.
com

Bower Funeral Chapel, Pulaski 
is handling arrangements for the 
family.
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CRYSTALENE FAYE PRICE 
MOLES 

Crystalene Faye Price Moles, 
age 86 of Pulaski passed away 
Wednesday, February 23, 2022 
at the Highland Ridge Rehabili-
tation Center, Dublin. Born June 
23, 1935 in Montgomery County 
she was the daughter of the late 
Roy Lee Price & Erma Lillian 
Bryant Price. She was also pre-
ceded in death by her husband, 
Harris Edwards Moles, sons, 
Dwight Surface and Charles Vin-
cent Surface, sister, Anita Marie 
Price and brother, Aubrey Price.

She is survived by her 
Son – Darrell Surface & Liza B. 

Surface – Radford
Stepchildren – Tony (Vick-

ey) Moles, Timmy Moles, Pansy 
(Jimmy) Ridpath, Debbie Dake

Grandson – Austin Surface
Brother – Jerry Price
Brother-in-law – Clyde (Mar-

sha) Moles
Sister-in-law – Bessie Price
Special Friend – Angela Hoil-

man
Cousin – Mary Jane Surface 

and many others
Funeral services will be 2:00 

PM – Monday, February 28, 2022 
at the Bower Funeral Home-Chap-
el, Pulaski with Rev. Jimmie Lee 
Price officiating. Interment will 
follow at the Highland Memory 
Gardens, Dublin.

The family will receive friends 
one hour before service time at 
the Funeral Home.

To sign Crystalene’s online 
guestbook, visit www.bowerfu-
neralhome.com

Bower Funeral Homes, Pulaski 
is handling the arrangements for 
the family.

at lower rates.
Perhaps the most startling 

graphs Bissell displayed to school 
board members showed that there 
was no discernable difference be-
tween new COVID cases mani-
festing between schools where 
masks are mandatory and schools 
that do not require masks.  

Another study showed no dis-
cernable difference between stu-
dents who wore the N95 face 
masks, which are supposed to be 
of the highest quality, and those 
who wore other types of masks.

Bissell, who has been an ad-
vocate of masking children in 
schools, admitted that these new 
statistics gave her a “change of 
heart.”

When questioned about COVID 
policy going forward, Bissell said 
that mask mandates are not effec-
tive and that there should be “flex-
ibility with vaccinations.”

“We need to shift to individual 
risk assessments, as we do for oth-
er seasonal respiratory communi-
cable diseases,” said Bissell.

In answer to a school board 
member’s question about whether 
mask mandates are a good idea, 
Bissell stated that she believed 
mask mandates were counterpro-
ductive.

Following Bissell’s presenta-
tion, the board voted unanimously 
to follow the pending law giving 
parents the option to unmask their 
children, as soon as the governor 
signed the legislation. Governor 
Youngkin signed the bill into law 
the next day, and it goes into effect 
March 1.

The board also voted unani-
mously to let the mask require-
ment for students on school bus-
ses expire once the Federal law 
expires on March 18.

Teachers will be unmasked, 
too, when the new law goes into 
effect on March 1st.  Only board 
member Mark Cherbaka voted 
against this, as he felt that teach-
ers should remain masked for at 
least a couple of weeks after the 
students were unmasked. The 
measure passed 5 to 1.

Vaught formed the Second 
Monday Constitution group af-
ter witnessing the rise of grass 
roots groups forming in opposi-
tion to gun laws coming out of 
Richmond. 

“I was really excited to see all 
these people come out and these 
local meetings because it’s im-
portant to know what’s going 
on,” said Vaught. “So, I started 
the Second Monday Constitution 
Group and it’s just grown since 
then.”

The group meets from 4 till 6 
every month at the Christians-
burg bowling alley. The free 
training sessions on March 14 
are called “How to run for office 
and win” and “Get to the Heart - 
How to get your Message Out.”

Regarding her sudden fame, 
Vaught had this to say.

“I’m glad to see so many peo-
ple support me. That makes me 
really happy to know that people 
are fed up like I’m fed up. Kids 
are not being taught about the 
Constitution in schools anymore. 
They’re being taught to hate their 
country. They’re being taught 
that America is racist. They’re 
being taught to hate themselves 
based on immutable character-
istic. It’s all so backwards and 
wrong.”

The self-described Montgom-
ery County Mama Bear added 
this.

“I’m a homemaker and I’m 
just really passionate about my 
cause, as far as getting our coun-
try back.”

Continued from Page A2
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Failing to understand 
Evil: Then and now

By CAL THOMAS
Tribune Content Agency

Russian President Vladimir Putin’s 
invasion of the sovereign nation of 
Ukraine under several pretexts reminds 
me of Adolf Hitler’s rationale for invad-
ing and annexing Sudetenland in 1938 
and his invasion of Czechoslovakia and 
Poland a year later. Then, as now, the 
excuse was that German-speaking peo-
ple (then) and Russian-speaking people 
(now) wanted to be part of Germany 
(then) and Mother Russia (now).

In both cases the excuses for invasion, 
occupation and murder were just that - 
excuses. Some commentators say there 
has been nothing like Putin’s invasion of 
Ukraine since World War II. There are 
dwindling numbers of people alive who 
lived through that period and witnessed 
the evil of Nazi brutality and genocide.

Ronald Reagan lived through that era. 
This is why he coined the phrase “evil 
empire” to describe the Soviet Union. 
It’s one thing to read about evil in 
history books, but it is quite another to 
have witnessed it. One need only listen 
to Holocaust survivors for a powerful 
lesson in how deep human depravity can 
sink if it is not opposed.

One of the definitions of evil is “The 
force in nature that governs and gives 
rise to wickedness and sin.” In our age 
of moral relativity where nearly every-
thing is tolerated and justified -- except 
people who oppose the new societal 
norms -- who speaks of wickedness and 
sin? It’s getting harder to find preachers 
known for sermons on the subject.

Albert Einstein, who was German and 
Jewish, and who lived through that dark 
period of mass slaughter, was right when 
he observed: “The world is a dangerous 
place to live, not because of the people 
who are evil, but because of the people 
who don’t do anything about it.”

As with a serious disease, early 
detection is the best path to treatment 
and a possible cure. Though there is no 
immediate “cure” for evil, free nations 
can control its spread.

It’s worth revisiting Reagan’s evil 
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empire speech to the British House of 
Commons on June 8, 1982. Reagan’s 
observations about evil were profound. 
While his references were to the Soviet 
Union and repressive regimes every-
where, his words equally apply to that 
regime’s ideological heir, Vladimir Putin 
and other dictators.

Reagan said: “If history teaches any-
thing, it teaches self-delusion in the face 
of unpleasant facts is folly.” This was 
British Prime Minister Neville Cham-
berlain’s follywhen he declared “peace 
in our time” after meeting with Adolf 
Hitler in Munich and believing Hitler’s 
promise not to seize more territory.

While Reagan’s policy of “peace 
through strength” worked, he told the 
Commons that military power was only 
part of the mix: “Our military strength is 
a prerequisite to peace, but let it be clear 
we maintain this strength in the hope 
it will never be used, for the ultimate 
determinant in the struggle that’s now 
going on in the world will not be bombs 
and rockets but a test of wills and ideas, 
a trial of spiritual resolve, the values we 
hold, the beliefs we cherish, the ideals to 
which we are dedicated.”

World War II came about in part, said 
Reagan, because the West allowed “dic-
tators to underestimate us.” Now we see 
the reverse. The Biden administration is 
underestimating our enemies and pro-
jecting weakness. They think they can 
negotiate with the likes of Putin, China’s 
Xi and Iran’s ayatollahs when the only 
thing these and other dictators under-
stand is power, resolve and resistance.

Learn that lesson and the world 
becomes a safer place. Failure to learn 
it produces what we are witnessing in 
Ukraine and may soon see in Taiwan, 
not to mention in an Iran equipped with 
nuclear weapons and a religious ratio-
nale for using them.

Readers may email Cal Thomas at 
tcaeditors@tribpub.com. Look for 
Cal Thomas’ latest book “America’s 
Expiration Date: The Fall of Empires 
and Superpowers and the Future of 
the United States” (HarperCollins/
Zondervan).

Durham’s 
Righteous
Investigation

See LOWRY, page A7

From the perspective of sev-
eral years ago, it’s the stuff of an 
implausible political thriller or a 
conspiratorial YouTube account. 

One presidential campaign 
spies on another as part of a 
broad effort to get government 
agencies to pick up the baton 
and launch a high-stakes investi-
gation of the new president that 
hampers his first years in office 
and consumes massive public 
attention.

Where could such a thing hap-
pen? Maybe Brazil or Equatorial 
Guinea? Well, we now know it 
happened in these United States. 

The latest from Special 
Counsel John Durham is that a 
tech executive connected to the 
Clinton campaign mined inter-
net contacts between Russia and 
the entities connected to Donald 
Trump in a search for material 
to try to, as Durham put it in a 
court filing last week, “establish 
‘an inference’ and ‘narrative’ 
tying then-candidate Trump to 
Russia.”

Durham’s probe is a righteous 
effort to get to the bottom of a 
matter that deranged American 
politics for two solid years but 
has been derided or ignored 
by the mainstream press, with 
baleful consequences. 

Russiagate did more than its 
share to undermine the norm 
that losing campaigns should 
accept the result of free and 
fair elections and to erode 
confidence in institutions at the 
highest levels of our govern-
ment. One way to minimize the 
harm is to insist on accountabil-
ity. The people who were most 
invested in Russiagate for the 
longest, though, are least inter-
ested in revisiting its origins, let 
alone in apologizing for their 
own credulousness or malice. 

According to Durham, a 
tech executive named Rodney 
Joffe engaged in the information 
operation against Trump and his 
campaign. He allegedly coordi-
nated with Michael Sussmann, a 
lawyer for the Clinton cam-
paign, and his highly connected 
law firm, Perkins Coie LLP, that 
did work for both the Clinton 
campaign and the Democratic 
Party. 

Durham notes that Joffe also 
joined up with an investigative 
firm that Perkins Coie hired on 
behalf of the Clinton campaign, 
numerous cyber researchers, 
employees at various internet 
companies, and researchers 
at a U.S.-based university. He 
sought, he said, to please VIPs 
in both the Clinton campaign 
and Perkins Coie.

One can only guess that 
he succeeded. According to 
Durham, Joffe “exploited his 
access to non-public and/or pro-
prietary internet data,” and the 
university researchers he tapped 
“were receiving and analyzing 
large amounts of internet data 
in connection with a pending 
federal government cybersecuri-
ty research contract.”

Joffe analyzed so-called do-
main name system internet traf-
fic connected to Trump Tower 
and Trump’s Central Park West 
apartment building. Shockingly, 
the data effort continued after 
Trump was inaugurated. Joffe 
took advantage of his compa-
ny’s “sensitive arrangement” to 
provide services to the executive 

Why do families need 
childcare? Because the 

economy needs jobs
By Whitney Czelusniak, 
American Electric Power

As one of the region’s largest em-
ployers, Appalachian Power under-
stands the stress placed on southwest 
Virginia’s economy by the significant 
drop in the labor force over the last 
two years.  This issue affects not only 
large companies, but also the smaller 
mom-and-pop shops that are the back-
bone of so many rural communities. 

A lack of employees means that 
many businesses in our region face 
challenges to operate at full capacity 
or plan future expansion. The drop in 
the labor force also affects the region’s 
ability to attract new business and 
industry.  

One of the key drivers of what some 
economists are calling “the great 

resignation” is the loss of childcare 
that began at the start of the pandemic 
and has stubbornly persisted through 
today.  Childcare centers were forced 
by COVID to greatly curtail their 
services, or, in many cases,  close 
entirely. 

Southwest Virginia had a greater 
shortage of childcare slots before the 
pandemic than the rest of the state. 
The pandemic only made that worse. 

Many households face tough deci-
sions: Reduce work hours (or leave 

See JOBS, page A7

Reopen
the Capitol

Washington, D.C. used to be a popular destination 
for tourists, school groups, and others who want to 
visit our nation’s capital.

If you visited the city now, you could be able to 
tour many of its most popular attractions and see 
the sights. But one prominent American institution 
remains closed off to the general public: the U.S. 
Capitol building.

For nearly two years, the symbol of our great 
republic has been off limits to the people of that re-

public. House 
Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi 
(D-CA) has 
kept the Cap-
itol locked 
down while 
much of 
the country 
moves on. 

The Capitol Visitor Center remains closed, and 
visits to House of Representatives offices have been 
limited to official business visitors who must register 
beforehand. Some of these visitors have even been 
allegedly subject to extensive background searches 
by the Capitol Police.

The Senate has restarted small guided tours, but 
otherwise tour groups have not been able to behold 
the majesty of the Rotunda or look for the represen-
tatives of their home states in Statuary Hall. The 
House Gallery remains closed, meaning visitors 
cannot see debate or voting taking place live on the 
House floor. Restrictions in the House Office Build-
ings mean no constituents can come by offices to see 
if their Member of Congress is in.

The public is not allowed to show up to the Capi-
tol. Meanwhile, many Members of Congress do not 
bother to show up thanks to proxy voting rules that 
allow them to give their vote to someone else. I be-
lieve proxy voting is unconstitutional, and at the very 
least inappropriate. Furthermore, the opportunity for 
abuse over time is unacceptably high.

It strains credulity to believe that proxy voting is 
merely a matter of public health. After all, when the 
vote for Speaker happened in 2021 before the rules 
for proxy voting were instituted in this Congress, 
Members of Congress who had recently tested posi-
tive for COVID were on the floor casting their votes 
for Speaker Pelosi. 

Now, with the House narrowly divided between 
222 Democrats and 211 Republicans (two seats are 
currently vacant), proxy voting allows Democrats to 
prevail in close votes wherever their Members might 
be. I suspect proxy voting has more to do with power 
than with protection from the coronavirus.

Coronavirus case counts in the District of Co-
lumbia have dropped sharply since the beginning 
of the year, and the seven-day average of deaths as 
of February 15 was zero. Even the District’s liberal 
city government plans to end most of its vaccine and 
mask mandates. They made that announcement on 
February 14, just a few days after Speaker Pelosi 
extended proxy voting to at least March 30.

Many Americans have been at work throughout the 
pandemic. Others have returned as vaccines, natural 
immunity, and other factors decreased the risk of 
COVID compared to the toll of remaining isolated. 
The House of Representatives should be no different.

Before the pandemic, I enjoyed greeting school 
groups visiting the Capitol or meeting with constitu-
ents in my office. That is part of my job. So, too, are 
the interactions with other Members of Congress that 
happen on the House floor, in committee rooms, or in 
the hallways that lend themselves to problem solving 
on legislation or other issues facing the nation. But 
these conversations are happening less or not at all as 
long as Speaker Pelosi keeps the Capitol closed.

I’ve signed a letter to Speaker Pelosi led by 
Congressman Andy Biggs (R-AZ) calling on her to 
reopen the Capitol and to end its mask mandate im-
mediately in light of the District of Columbia lifting 
its COVID restrictions.

The Capitol is not a medieval castle retracting its 
drawbridge across the moat. It is a symbol of our 
representative government and should be as open to 
the people as possible. It should not be the last insti-
tution of the land to reopen its doors.

It is, after all, the People’s House.

It is past time for Speaker Pelosi to end proxy 
voting, return committees to in-person hearings, 
and open the doors to visitors again. When that day 
comes, my team and I look forward to welcoming 
you to the Capitol when you are in Washington, D.C.

If you have questions, concerns, or comments, feel 
free to contact my office. You can call my Abingdon 
office at 276-525-1405, my Christiansburg office at 
540-381-5671, or my Washington office at 202-225-
3861. To reach my office via email, please visit my 
website at www.morgangriffith.house.gov. Also, 
on my website is the latest material from my office, 
including information on votes recently taken on the 
floor of the House of Representatives.

Guest
Column
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office of the president “for the 
purpose of gathering deroga-
tory information about Donald 
Trump.”

Meanwhile, Sussmann used 
the deceptive work product from 
all of this sleuthing to try to con-
vince the FBI and apparently the 
CIA that Trump was colluding 
with Russia. (Durham has in-
dicted Sussmann for lying to the 
FBI to try to hide his connection 
to the Clinton campaign.) 

Durham pointedly refers to 
what Sussmann was hawking as 
“purported data.” This operation 
was of a piece with the spurious 
Steele dossier that helped launch 
the FBI probe of the Trump 
campaign that morphed into the 
Mueller investigation. 

Or, to use Durham’s terms, 
purported data drove purport-
ed investigations and ungodly 

amounts of purported journalism, 
all building toward purported col-
lusion that eventually, under the 
weight of facts and logic, came to 
absolutely nothing. 

If anyone involved in this 
investigative and journalistic 
fiasco is embarrassed by it, they 
haven’t shown it. If any of them 
thinks it’s bad practice to spy on 
a campaign and a newly elected 
president to use the resulting 
information to try to gull U.S. 
government agencies, they 
haven’t said so. If any of them 
are thinking “never again,” they 
won’t admit it.

Until they do, maybe they 
should temper their preachiness 
about threats to our system and 
norms.

Rich Lowry is editor of the 
National Review.

Continued from Page A6

Lowry

a position entirely) to ensure 
childcare needs are met. The 
challenges are wide-sweeping, 
impacting workers across many 
different types of businesses 
and jobs. The challenges not 
only affect parents, but also 
grandparents and extended 
family networks who often play 
important roles for provision of 
childcare. 

Today, too many families 
who want to go back to hav-
ing the earning power brought 
through second incomes or full-
time positions simply cannot 
do so. 

And, for those who can, it’s 
often a difficult process. We are 
aware of families who live and 
work in southwest Virginia but 
who travel considerable dis-
tances, including back and forth 
across state lines, to take their 
children to the closest available 
childcare center. That’s not 
sustainable. 

As we move toward a post-
COVID economy, southwest 
Virginia needs to address the 
child care shortage so our 
families can get back to having 
the earning power to outstrip 
inflation, so our businesses can 

have the human resources in 
place to operate at full capacity, 
and so our children can have the 
advantages so prevalent else-
where in the Commonwealth. 

To that end, Appalachian 
Power is supporting Ready 
SWVA, a public-private part-
nership designed to create a 
sustainable, affordable, quality 
childcare system to benefit all 
of southwest  Virginia. Ready 
SWVA will create five new 
privately run childcare centers 
in towns throughout the region. 
It will open new childcare slots, 
while also offering assistance to 
existing childcare providers so 
we don’t just trade old slots for 
new. 

Without adequate childcare 
not only will we fail to have the 
labor force to keep businesses 
running at full capacity, but our 
efforts to attract new jobs and 
new employers will be undercut.  
Ready SWVA is an investment 
for today and tomorrow. 

To learn more about why 
Ready SWVA makes sense, and 
what you can do to help your 
own family, business and com-
munity, visit readyswva.org.

Continued from Page A6
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Youngkin looks to root out critical race theory in Va.
RICHMOND, Va. (AP) — It 

was literally the first thing Vir-
ginia’s Republican governor, 
Glenn Youngkin, did when he 
took office last month: sign an 
executive order designed to root 
out critical race theory from the 
state’s education system.

He ordered the Department of 
Education to conduct a review 
and even started a hotline so 
aggrieved parents could provide 
tips and examples of its imple-
mentation in the classroom.

While the issue has been a po-
litical hot button — Youngkin’s 
victory is widely attributed to 
his ability to tap into parents’ 
frustration on education issues 
— the debate over critical race 
theory has rarely evolved in Vir-
ginia beyond a yes-it-is-no-it-
isn’t debate. Democrats say the 
concept simply isn’t taught in 
Virginia schools. Republicans 
insist it is widespread and part of 
a broad, liberal indoctrination of 
students.

“Anyone who thinks that the 
concepts that actually under-
pin critical race theory are not 

in our schools hasn’t been in our 
schools,” Youngkin said in an in-
terview with Fox News after he 
was inaugurated.

Critical race theory, or CRT, is 
a way of thinking about Amer-
ica’s history through the lens of 
racism. It centers on the idea that 
racism is systemic in the nation’s 
institutions and that they func-
tion to maintain the dominance of 
white people in society.

There is no evidence that CRT 
has been formally adopted into 
state curricula. But there is am-
ple evidence key education ad-
ministrators have incorporated 
the concept into teacher training. 
And critics have found examples 
of what they consider to be criti-
cal race theory seeping into class-
room lessons.

Youngkin’s Executive Order 1 
defines critical race theory as “in-
herently divisive concepts” that 
portray one race, sex or religious 
faith as inherently superior, or 
teach that an individual is inher-
ently racist as a result of his skin 
color. 

The order takes a more limited 

approach than actions other states 
have adopted. In Tennessee, for 
example, lawmakers have banned 
any instructions that make stu-
dents feel “discomfort, guilt, an-
guish, or another form of psycho-
logical distress” because of their 
race. 

In an interview Tuesday with 
The Associated Press, Youngkin 
said he wanted the executive or-
der to accomplish two things: 
“get divisive concepts out of our 
schools” while also ensuring “that 
we should teach all of our history, 
the good and the bad.”

“And I think those two concepts 
absolutely fit together very well,” 
Youngkin said. 

Youngkin’s more moderate 
plan, however, has done little to 
assuage Democrats, who killed 
legislation that would essentially 
have codified it into state law. 

“There’s something that just 
rubs me the wrong way about 
this,” said Sen. Mamie Locke, 
who is African American. “Folks 
who look like me have had ad-
verse treatment all of our lives 
and somehow nobody had a prob-
lem with that.”

Other critics say Youngkin’s 
tipline seeking examples of crit-
ical race theory in the classroom 
smacks of Orwellian tactics and 
could cause teachers to shy away 
from addressing racism in Amer-
ican history. 

But Youngkin’s supporters 
point to examples of what they see 
as critical race theory run amok. 
In Fairfax County, the state’s 
most populous jurisdiction, the 
school system apologized after an 
English teacher in Oakton High 
School used a bingo card titled 
“Identifying Your Privilege” as 
part of a lesson plan. The card 
included squares with such labels 
as “white,” “heterosexual,” “mil-
itary kid,” “Christian” and “Feel 
Safe Around Police Officers.”

In another instance, the les-
son plan — a 2019 reenactment 
of the Underground Railroad in 
an elementary school gym class 
in Loudoun County — was as 
offensive to African Americans 
as it was to whites. The school 
apologized for the activity after 

the county chapter of the NAACP 
complained.

As it turned out, the idea for 
an Underground Railroad gym 
game came from CRT advocates, 
according to research done by Ian 
Prior, a Loudoun County parent 
and Republican activist who has 
been a frequent critic of the school 
system. Prior and others found 
documents tracing the game’s or-
igins to anti-racist advocates and 
found it has been used by teachers 
across the country for decades. A 
2006 article in The Virginian-Pi-
lot highlighted the game’s use in 
Chesapeake schools, with gym 
teachers and parent volunteers 
playing the role of slave catchers.

“They use their own solution as 
an example of the problem,” said 
Asra Nomani, a parent activist 
who has opposed CRT.

Much of the evidence cited by 
CRT critics, though, appears in 
teacher training materials as op-
posed to classroom lesson plans. 

A 2015 presentation circulat-
ed through the state Department 
of Education encourages partic-
ipants to “incorporate Critical 
Race Theory Lens” when consid-
ering issues of school discipline. 

In a 2020 email, then-superin-
tendent of Loudoun County Pub-
lic Schools Eric Williams wrote 
that while the school system had 
“not adopted CRT,” he acknowl-
edged that some of the system’s 
efforts to combat systemic racism 
“do align with the ideology of 
CRT.”

Nomani says there is a 
“woke-industrial complex” that 
profits off dissemination of crit-
ical race theory. She obtained 
documents showing payments 
to anti-racist thought leaders, in-
cluding Ibram X. Kendi, who have 
conducted training sessions with 
school boards and administra-
tors. In 2020, for example, Fairfax 
County Public Schools paid Ken-
di $20,000 for a one-hour presen-
tation to principals and teachers, 
according to Nomani’s research. 

Youngkin’s secretary of edu-
cation-designate, Aimee Guide-
ra, told a legislative committee 
recently that eliminating critical 
race theory won’t prevent lessons 

from presenting an honest reck-
oning with America’s history.

“We’re talking about inap-
propriate things like privilege 
walks, privilege bingo, putting 
children into situations where 
they’re playing as the victim,” 
Guidera said. “Those are com-
pletely inappropriate ideas.”

But Ben Kiser, executive di-
rector of the Virginia Associa-
tion of School Superintendents, 
said he is confident a review of 
curricula statewide will turn up 
empty. The attempt to eliminate 
divisive concepts has in itself 
created division, he said. 

Charlotte Hayer, a member of 
the National Education Associa-
tion’s board of directors and an 
economics teacher at Richmond 
Community High School, said 
teachers need to be able to show 
all sides of history, and let stu-
dents make their own judgments. 

Hayer, who is African Ameri-
can, said she teaches about Black 
Wall Street, the thriving African 
American business community 
in Tulsa that was obliterated in 
a 1921 race massacre, so that all 
students are aware of it and to 
provide students of color with 
examples of African Americans 
who achieved success. She said 
she doesn’t delve into whether 
the massacre is a result of sys-
temic or endemic racism. 

Hayer agreed that classroom 
activities like those in which 
students are asked to role play as 
slaves are inappropriate.

But, she added, “We have to 
take a stand and say that these 
crazy ideologies are not going 
to cause conflict between us. We 
have to work together and let his-
tory be told truthfully.”
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CONGRATULATIONS!

We are excited to announce that Patricia Huff and Anthony Phillips in the 

Pulaski County Commissioner of the Revenue Office 
have just been awarded the prestigious designation of Master Deputy.  

They underwent extensive training through Virginia’s Constitutional Officer 
Education Program administered by the University of Virginia (UVA).  

Help us congratulate these two on their professional accomplishment!

WE’RE MOVING!
As of March 1

E.S. Ramey FirearmsE.S. Ramey Firearms
and Dublin Pawnand Dublin Pawn

will be located in 

Fairlawn
at 7312 Peppers Ferry Boulevard

(In the former Sprint location next to the Bread Store)

 To All Our Customers ... Your Patronage And Support Has Allowed Us 

To Remain In Business Since July 1, 2009!

We Hope You Will Come Visit Us At Our New Location In Fairlawn.

E.S. Ramey Firearms & Dublin Pawn

615 Broad Street, Dublin, VA 24324

540-674-8064
Open Monday - Friday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

ki Adult Services and Fall Pre-
vention Center far exceeds the 
reasonable charges for their ser-
vices.  They have not raised their 
prices in five years despite the 
rising cost of food, electricity, 
wages, etc.  Davis does not take a 
personal salary, which helps pay 
staff salaries and other expenses.  
She states that working with the 
center’s participants “makes me 
happy – the joy I receive is my 
pay.” Often, the staff contribute 
funds to purchase craft supplies 
and treats for the participants.

In comparison, the cost of as-
sisted living is overwhelming; 
saying nothing about the emo-
tional cost that a family faces 
with the decision to put a loved 
one into a fulltime care facility 
far from home and out of super-
vision by the family.  

Recent research affirmed the 
high cost of assisted living, with 
most facilities charging between 
$2,700 to $5,095 per month.  
Some of the reviews for some of 
these expensive facilities express 
disappointment with them, ex-
plaining, “The residents just sat 
and watched TV or were sleep-
ing on couches.  They need more 
structured activities.”  Several 
other reviews stated, “The staff 
was impersonal and negative.”  
Other reviews stated, “Incom-
petent staff.  I wouldn’t place my 
dog there.”  And similar com-
plaints were “Poor service, not 
enough staff, awful food.  Dif-
ferent food than displayed on the 
menu.”

Davis and her staff are dedi-
cated to ensuring those scenari-
os will not happen at her facility. 
They keep the participants en-
gaged, stimulated, learning new 
skills, enjoying music therapy, 
gardening, painting and creating 
crafts, going Christmas caroling, 
etc.  The center is licensed by the 
Virginia Department of Social 
Services and employs Registered 
Nurses, Certified Nursing Assis-
tants and Activity Assistants.  

Continued from Page A1

Adults

Davis holds multiple degrees and 
certifications including Doctor of 
Nursing Practice and Gerontolog-
ical Clinical Nurse Specialist Cer-
tification and is certified in mental 
health practices.

Ronald Stockhoff is the care-
giver for his wife, Harriet, who is 
fortunate to attend the center.  He 
expressed the heartfelt need for 
this type of day care facility.  

“People will ask me how I’m 
doing as ‘full-time’ caregiver for 
my wife, Harriet.  It’s become a 
sort of mantra for me: ‘I special-
ize in mornings, evenings, and 
overnight ... and then I need help.’   
At Pulaski Day Service I get that 
help, and a whole lot more.   The 
‘whole lot more’ revolves around 
the remarkable personal atten-
tion my wife Harriet gets. She’s 
a ‘people person.’    She made a 
terrific teacher’s aide with middle 
school kids for almost 30 years.    
As ‘clerk of the works’ I guess 
I’m more task-oriented - shoes on/
shoes off; meds on a spoon/meds 
in the ice cream;  getting into the 
car/getting out.   But at Pulaski 
Daycare, Harriet gets quality time 
from each and every staff mem-
ber, including college students in 
training.   The effect is nothing 
short of therapeutic for her.  It 
used to be hard for me to get Har-
riet into the daycare (she had no 
memory of it from one day to the 
next).  But now I have trouble get-
ting her out.  I love this place, and 
Harriet does too.” 

Recently, several board mem-
bers addressed the concerns that 
the center might close and are 
desperately trying to increase the 
funding for the center.  

Barbara Cain explained, “The 
frustration we have is that the 
center is an excellent facility with 
excellent staff, but we have no 
support.  We’re literally begging 
for help.”

Early on, the center received 

funding from a development 
block grant to construct the 
building; and they partnered with 
Pulaski County to open the facil-
ity, but not to furnish it.  Special-
ized equipment is expensive and 
one chair costs over $1,000.  The 
county owns the building, but the 
center pays monthly rent for the 
use of the building for 20 years.  

But funding to keep the center 
operating is sparse.  According 
to Cain and fellow board member 
Dennis Lambert, “Donations are 
way down since COVID.  Ran-
dolph House Foundation donates; 
and C.E. Richardson Benevolent 
Foundation has been a great sup-
port.  NRV Health Foundation 
has supported us in the past.  We 
could use corporate sponsors, 
additional support from founda-
tions and indivisuals, the Board 
of Supervisors; and it would be 
very helpful if Lewis Gale or 
Carilion could support us.”  

The center has a large passen-
ger van purchased with a grant, 
but they are in need of a van 
driver.  Lambert suggested that 
another help would be if a transit 
stop at the center could be includ-
ed in the run.  “It would greatly 
assist participants who have diffi-
culty getting to the facility.”  

Davis is grateful for the gen-
erous donations from the Lewis 
Gale Hospital employees, as well 
as all the others who have con-
tributed time, talents and funding 
to keep the center open.

There is a definite need for this 
Adult Day Service Center in our 
community.  No one knows when 
they or a loved one might require 
the center’s services which ac-
cepts clients from ages 18 and up.   
As one of the center’s clients stat-
ed, “If I had to put my husband 
in assisted living, I would have 
nothing left to live on.”  

In an effort to help raise funds, 
Dawn Coble has initiated a Go-
FundMe site at  https://gofund.
me/167d72b5  with a goal of rais-
ing $150,000 to keep the Pulaski 
Adult Day Services and Fall Pre-
vention Center open.  Donations 
are encouraged and will be great-
ly appreciated in any amount.  
Some companies will match em-
ployee donations.

Honor Your 
Loved One With 

An 
In Memoriam

Notice.

Call 
540-808-3949.

Deadline Is Noon 
Wednesday.

The Adult Day Center offers a relaxed, homelike atmosphere.

Director Linda Davis displays a specialized whirlpool tub. Board member Barbara Cain
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Mowing, Weed Eating Bids
The West Dublin Cemetery Committee is accepting bids 

for mowing and weed eating of the cemetery for the 

2022 mowing season.

Send all bids to:
West Dublin Cemetery

C/O Theo Page
5227 Dominion Drive

Dublin, VA 24084
For more information please contact:

Theodore Page

540-449-4057

The Right Way, The Right Way, 
Right Away!Right Away!

Water Heaters 
Dish Washers • Faucets
Toilets • Drain Cleaning

Repair & Replace 
Water & Sewer Lines 

Pulaski Drain Service 
and Plumbing Repairs

Call 540-998-1223
Experienced, Licensed & Insured

Reasonable 

Prices

No Job 

Too Small

Mysterious Missing Mastodon of Robinson Tract
By APRIL MARTIN
For The Patriot

Bishop James Madison, the 
President of the College of Wil-
liam and Mary, visited Mont-
gomery County in September 
1805.  He specifically spent time 
at Smithfield and in Fincastle 
engaging with James Patton 
Preston, Major William “Billy” 
Preston Jr. and their respective 
families.  Upon Bishop Mad-
ison’s return to Williamsburg 
letters and shipments were ex-
changed between Billy and 
Bishop Madison, which in turn 
inspired letters to Thomas Jef-
ferson, then to naturalist Benja-
min Smith Barton, with reports 
ultimately to French Naturalist, 
The Baron Cuvier.  The hot top-
ic between these men was what 
they understood to be a “mam-
moth” skeleton and the “stom-
ach” of the animal supposedly 
found in Wythe County (area 
that is now Pulaski County) by 
laborers digging a well.   Bishop 
Madison was very excited about 
this find and elated by the possi-
bility of Major Preston sending 
all the bones to the college.  In 
Madison’s letter to Thomas Jef-
ferson just a few weeks after 
visiting Montgomery County, 
he writes the following:

“Major Preston saw part of 
them; and as he lives with in 
20 miles of the place where 
they were discovered, he has 
engaged at my request, to have 
every bone to be dug up, & 
sent, together with some of the 
contents of the stomach to this 
place, I shall have the satisfac-
tion of erecting in our college, a 
complete skeleton.  This would 
be highly interesting in any mu-
seum, & may, perhaps, seem to 
exist in spirit for physical re-
searchers among the youth of 
our country.”  (Sept. 23, 1805)

Naturally, questions arise.  
Where exactly was the loca-
tion of discovery, where are the 
bones, and why isn’t the Pulaski 
Mastodon a local celebrity like 
Wooly and Salty at the Museum 
of the Middle Appalachians in 
Saltville?  

To determine the answers, 
some context history needs to 
first be established.  First the 
difference between mastodons 
and wooly mammoths needs to 
be understood.  Bones of both 
have been found in America, but 
the teeth were different which 
lead to many years of specula-
tion and a desire to prove con-
clusively that two separate ani-
mals existed.  In 1705 the first 
of numerous bone specimens 
were discovered in the colony of 
New York.  Later in the French 
claimed region later to be Ken-
tucky, the discovery at Big Bone 
Lick was documented in 1739.  
In 1782, Colonel Arthur Camp-
bell reports of finding a jaw-
bone of uncommon size near 
his home of Royal Oak in near 
Marion.  Over a decade later 
between 1797-98 near Francis 
Preston’s home near the saline 
ponds (Saltville) another large 
discovery occurs.  Quickly after 
that find, the famous artist and 
amateur naturalist, Charles Wil-
son Peale, exhumes a mastodon 
skeleton in 1801 near Newburg, 
New York.  He later completes 
an oil painting documenting 

the discovery.  With all the ear-
ly discoveries, scientists were 
still puzzled and continued to 
reference the animal as “incog-
nitum”.  The Baron Cuvier pro-
posed the name of ‘mastodat” 
meaning “breast tooth” due to 
the shape the animals conical 
teeth which were complete-
ly different when compared to 
the grinder teeth of the woolly 
mammoth.  Cuvier would not 
officially have the name accept-
ed until 1817.   Many questions 
were still being discussed and 
researched being sought out to 
prove that the bones were from 
an extinct animal.  Thomas Jef-
ferson also longed for answers 
and to own a complete “incog-
nitum” skeleton while also de-
termining more about the ani-
mal, such as what it consumed, 
were the teeth for meat or trees?   
Jefferson includes some of his 
interest and knowledge of the 
skeletons found in Southwest 
Virginia in his Notes on the 
State of Virginia publication 
of 1787.  Into this internation-
al quest for information enters 
Major Billy Preston in 1805.   

Pulaski County is established 
in 1839 from parts of Wythe 
County established in 1790 
and Montgomery County es-
tablished in 1777.  Major Billy 
Preston received land inheri-
tance in the section of Wythe 
County referenced as Robinson 
Tract.  Most of that area is now 
within the boundaries of Pu-
laski County and located north 
west of the Town of Pulaski.   
Geologically, Pulaski County 
has a few areas of similar for-
mation as those found in larger 
acreage in the Saltville area.  
The Pulaski Vault line and Tract 
Mountain Vault line are located 

north west of the Town of Pu-
laski as well.  And between the 
two vault lines is a small fresh 
water branch known as the Pond 
Lick.  Early maps and treasury 
warrants record the same name 
still in use today.  Was this area 

where Major Preston saw the 
bones?  Evidence suggests it is 
possible.  Bishop Madison stat-
ed the area was within 20 miles 
of where Preston lived and lo-
cated at a salt lick in Wythe 
County on limestone rock. Billy 
Preston’s family home at Smith-

field is within the same number 
of miles.  

However, there are contradic-
tory pieces of evidence that puts 
everything into question.  First, 
none of the bones are at Wil-
liam and Mary, they were never 

See MASTADON, page A10
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9 1 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!
From Max Meadows to Radford,

You Can Find A Patriot Near You.
But Don’t Wait ... They Go Fast!

138 N. Jefferson Avenue, Pulaski, VA 24301 • Mailing: P.O. Box 2416, Pulaski, VA 24301 
540-808-3949 • www.pcpatriot.com • news@pcpatriot.com

Pulaski
Star Barber Shop
Foothills Chiropractic
New River Medical Group
Fast Shop I
Tom’s
Al’s on First
Grand Pa -Grand Ma
Fine Arts Center
Martin’s Pharmacy
Pulaski County Library
Glenn Insurance
Pulaski Family Dentistry
New River Valley Medicine
Rusty’s Custom Lumber
OK Barber Shop
Laundry Mat
Kim’s Family Hair Care
Sanimode Barber Shop
Subway
Emmanuel Christian Bookstore
Speedway
Hardees
Tractor Supply
Tha Dawg House
Compadres

Pulaski Village
Walgreens
LewisGale Hospital Pulaski
Pulaski Health & Rehab
YMCA
Fast Shop II
Hayden Electric & Plumbling
Poor Boys
1st Pawn
Food City
Laundry Mat
Webb Donald State Farm
Towne House
Ike’s Auto Sales
Downtown Exxon
Shop Eez (Lighthouse)
The Wedding Center
Cougar Express
Patriot Office

Dublin
Bradley Ridge Apartments
Newbern Exxon
PC Visitor’s Center
Makin’ Waves
NAPA

Walgreens
Martin’s Pharmacy
Ramey Pawn Shop
Country Styles
Laundry Mat
T.A. Produce
NRV Lube
Kangaroo
Sleep Inn
McGuire’s Campground
Papa John/7-11
Subway (Walmart)
El Ranchero
T.J.’s
Shop Eez (Rt. 100)
Patty’s Kitchen
Dublin Storage
Gobble Stop
Highland Ridge
Bucko’s
NRCC

Draper
Draper Post Office
Bryson’s Store
New River Sports

Fairlawn
Kroger
Foodette
Bucko’s
Laundry Mat
Sal’s Jr.

Radford
Radford Drug
Sal’s
Cook’s Clean Center
Tha Dawg House
P.R. Sturgill
Rec Center
Food Lion
Food City
Brad’s Barber Shop
R&R Market
Deli Mart

Barren Springs
Gobble Stop
Sai Mart

The Patriot
Is Available 
FREE
Each Friday 
At These
Locations In 
Pulaski, Dublin, 
Fairlawn, 
Radford, 
Draper and
Barren Springs:

Locally Owned & Operated Since 2009

sent.  Detailed instructions from 
Bishop Madison and offers of 
wagons, freight, and locations 
of storage were offered in Nov. 
1805, but the shipments never 
arrived.  With the assistance of 
a researcher on campus at Wil-
liamsburg over the recent win-
ter break, it was confirmed that 
no known mastodon bones were 
delivered and that Bishop Mad-
ison was never able to complete 
a skeleton for the college.  In 
the archives and departmental 
search inspired by our questions 
from Pulaski, the researcher 
was able to send another ref-
erence that likewise deepened 
the mystery.  It stated that the 
specimen sent to Barton as the 
stomach of the mastodon found 
in Wythe County was very in-
teresting, “What renders this 
discovery unique among others, 
is that in the midst of the bones 
was found a half triturated mass 
of small branches, of gramina, 
and of leaves, among which it 
was believed that a species of 
reed still common in Virginia 
could be recognized”.   Clues 
are starting to add up that in-
deed something is up!  And that 
something was a practical joke 
by Major Preston.  Yes, he may 
have indeed witnesses some 
mastodon bones being dug up in 
what is now Pulaski County, but 
he with playful intent packed up 
and sent the President of Wil-
liam and Mary, Bishop James 
Madison, numerous shipping 
barrels of dirt with some trees 
and other things from hillsides 
in the New River Valley and pre-
sented them as evidence of the 
mastodon’s stomach. In Thomas 
Lewis Preston’s Sketches and 
Reminiscences of an Octogenar-
ian, he recalls the hoax.  Shame 
on you Bad Boy Billy Preston 
for that trick, but if there were 
really bones, maybe one day we 
can discover more of the Myste-
rious Missing Mastodon of Pu-
laski County.  Remember a good 
hoax always has some truth.  It 
is my intention to complete and 
submit a more detailed article 
on this topic for publication later 
this spring.

Continued from Page A9

Mastadon

T.A. Produce
Spring Is Near Because T.A.’s
Onion Sets & Seed Are Here!
LET’S START PLANTING!

We also have vine ripened tomatoes, green Vidalia 
onions, strawberries, varieties of apples, 

N.Y. cabbage, varieties of jams, canned goods, 
dried beans, side meat and cheese.

We Appreciate Our Customers!
Call 674-4233 Open 9-6; Closed Sunday

Route 11 - Dublin

Daisy’s Kitchen Baked Goods

Valentines, St. Patricks, 
Easter & Florals 20% Off!
 Think Spring With Your Projects!

In March - Farm, Cats, Dogs and 
Wildlife 20% Off!

Ms. Audre's Fabrics
206 Main Street • Narrows, Va.

(540) 921-2042

Open 10-6 Tues. - Friday, 10-4 Saturday

Taylor Bowman and her daughter, Banks, enjoy the board book 
given to them by the Woman’s Club of Radford when Banks was 
born at Carilion New River Valley Medical Center.

Woman’s Club 

of Radford 

begins Babies 

into Books

program
The Woman’s Club of Rad-

ford is committed to increasing 
children’s literacy. 

In addition to the club’s par-
ticipation in Reading Is Funda-
mental the Babies into Books 
program (BIB) gets books to 
babies right after birth. 

The program began in 1993.  
Since then over 24,000 babies 
born at the former Radford 
Community Hospital and now 
the Carilion New River Valley 
Medical Center receive a board 
book before they go home.  

Additionally mothers receive 
a brochure, printed by the Rad-
ford Public Library, which has 
information about the Woman’s 
Club, Library Resources and 
Storytimes as well as sugges-
tions to parents on how to foster 
a love of reading in their child

Jessica K. Worrell of Russell-
ville, Tenn. was named Magna 
Cum Laude in the Fall semester 
of 2021 at the University of Ten-
nessee in Knoxville.

Worrell is the daughter of Kip 
and Kathy Worrell of Russell-
ville.

Worrell named 

Magna Cum Laude 

at Tennessee



The Patriot - February 25, 2022 - Page B1SPORTSwww.pcpatriot.com

Semper FiSemper Fi
Painting & Staining ContractorPainting & Staining Contractor

Decks • Porches • Flooring • Pressure WashingDecks • Porches • Flooring • Pressure Washing

Randal MorrisRandal Morris
USMC VetUSMC Vet
Owner OperatorOwner Operator
Licensed & InsuredLicensed & Insured
540-250-2288540-250-2288

REVENGE IS SWEET!
Lady Cougars defeat Louisa County, 63-49

Brian Bishop/The Patriot
Pulaski County Lady Cougars celebrate after defeating Louisa in region semi-final.

PCHS now 
faces Glass 
in region 
title game
By MIKE WILLIAMS
The Patriot

The Pulaski County Lady Cou-
gars used a 10-0 run in the fourth 
quarter Tuesday evening to pull 
away from and defeat the Loui-
sa County Lady Lions, 63-49 to 
advance to Friday’s Region 4D 
Tournament championship game.

Pulaski County will travel 
Friday to Lynchburg to face the 
E.C. Glass Lady Hilltoppers for 
the Region 4D championship at 
6 p.m. Glass reached the final by 
beating Halifax County.

For the Lady Cougars, Tues-
day’s win was sweet revenge 
against the Lady Lions who up-
ended Pulaski County in last 
year’s Class 4 state championship 
battle.

“Payback is always good,” 
exclaimed Lady Cougars Head 
Coach Scott Ratcliff following 
the win.

“The girls have been focused 
all week. They’ve been waiting 
on this since last year. Cougar 
pride right here tonight! The fans 
were fired up and focused. Great 
atmosphere for basketball. I loved 
it! Cougar pride right there, man, 
Cougar pride!”

See COUGARS, page B9

River 
Turtles 
release 
roster 
for 2022
By MIKE WILLIAMS
The Patriot

The Pulaski River Turtles 
announced their 2022 roster 
Wednesday, and the list of play-
ers has a bit of a hometown feel 
to it.

The 33-man roster includes 
Wytheville’s Avery Mabe, a 6-4, 
210 lb. righthanded pitcher. The 
20-year-old Mabe is currently a 
sophomore at the University of 
Virginia.

Mabe, the son of Daniel and 
Deanna Mabe, was born in Mar-
ion, but was a three-sport athlete 
at George Wythe High School, 
lettering all four years in base-
ball, golf and basketball.

He earned All-Mountain Em-
pire honors as a junior and was a 
two-time member of the Region 
1C team.

His junior season he struck out 
101 batters in 54 innings while 
holding a 1.00 ERA. At the plate 
he posted a .429 batting average.

While he didn’t see action in 
2021 for UVa, he was listed on 
the ACC Academic Honor Roll.

Mabe is one of 16 hurlers list-
ed on the 2022 River Turtles ros-
ter and includes Seth Tomczak 

See ROSTER, page B10

Wanted to give a shout out to 
our athletes that excelled this 
past weekend in region and state 
tournaments.  Congratulations to 
each!!

Wrestling State Tournament
Evan Alger finished third in 

the Class 4 State Wrestling Tour-
nament

Indoor Track Region 4D 
Meet

PCHS Boys - Region 4D run-
ner-up

JJ Gulley High Jump champi-
on

John Lyman III Long Jump 
Champion

Armonte Hill-Lewis Triple 
Jump Champion

Diego Turner Shot Put Cham-
pion (Region Record)

John Lyman Broke School re-
cord in 55 meter dash

Scott Vest
Pulaski County High School

Athletic & Activities 
Director

Thinclads, 
wrestlers do 
well in region, 
state 
competition

MLB: Season to be 
shortened if no deal 
by end of Monday

JUPITER, Fla. (AP) — Major 
League Baseball said only five 
days remain to salvage March 31 
openers and a full season, telling 
locked out players that games 
would be canceled if a labor con-
tract is not agreed to by the end of 
Monday.

After the third straight day of 
negotiations with little move-
ment, MLB went public with 
what it had told the union on Feb. 
12.

“A deadline is a deadline. 
Missed games are missed games. 
Salary will not be paid for those 
games,” an MLB spokesman said 
after Wednesday’s bargaining 
ended. The spokesman spoke on 
behalf of MLB on the condition 
the spokesman not be identified 
by name.

Players have not accepted Mon-
day as a deadline and have sug-
gested any missed games could 
be made up as part of doublehead-

ers, a method MLB said it will not 
agree to.

The union told MLB if games 
are missed and salaries are lost, 
clubs should not expect players to 
agree to management’s proposals 
to expand the postseason and to 
allow advertisements on uniforms 
and helmets.

Bargaining is scheduled to con-
tinue Thursday, and both sides said 
they are prepared to meet through 
Monday.

A shortened season would be 
baseball’s second in three years 
following a 2020 schedule cut 
from 162 games to 60 because of 
the coronavirus pandemic. The 
last seasons truncated by labor 
strife were during the strike that 
ended the 1994 schedule on Aug. 
12 and caused the start of the fol-
lowing season to be delayed from 
April 2 to April 25. The 1995 

See BASEBALL, page B3

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. (AP) 
— Austin Cindric only knows one 
culture — the crisp, clean, “Penske 
Perfect” way of doing things — and 
it fits him rather well.

He has grown up inside Team 
Penske, where his father was hired 
as president when Cindric was just 
a baby. Cindric was toddling along 
the Yard of Bricks two years later 
as his family celebrated Helio Cas-
troneves’ first Indianapolis 500 vic-
tory.

Cindric is no longer the little 
boy who nearly knocked over the 
Borg-Warner Trophy during Cas-
troneves’ celebration back in 2001. 
He’s a 23-year-old professional race 
car driver earning his own keep at 
Team Penske.

Cindric stamped his spot in Pen-
ske history Sunday by winning the 
Daytona 500 on Roger Penske’s 
85th birthday. The team owner has 
known Cindric since he was child 
“playing with his toys in his bed-
room” back in Pennsylvania.

“I’ve seen him grow up as a 
young man. He’s been focused, 
he’s been a student of the game, is a 
smart young man,” Penske said. “I 
think he works with the team well. 
He’s in the shop all the time. And 
he’s a team player, and he under-
stands his position. He’s a mature 
man at his age.”

Inherited or learned, Cindric has 
developed from his front row seat 
inside the gold standard of race 

Cindric wins at Daytona

teams. His role models and mentors 
are motorsports icons and his own 
family is deeply entrenched in the 
sport.

Tim Cindric was hired at the end 
of the 1999 season to run Team 
Penske, and Tim’s father, Carl, was 
a longtime Indianapolis engine 
builder. Cindric’s maternal grand-
father was Jim Trueman, who died 
of cancer 10 days after Bobby Ra-

hal drove Trueman’s car to victory 
in the 1986 Indianapolis 500.

And as Cindric chased his own 
racing dreams, it was his mother, 
Megan, who handled his career. 
Tim Cindric was running Team 
Penske, so it was Megan taking 
her teenage son to tracks across 
the country.

By the time he was 16, Cindric 
had earned a pair of starts in the 
Truck Series driving for Brad Ke-
selowski. He ran a fulltime truck 
schedule in 2017 and made it to 
the Xfinity Series the next season. 
He won two races in 2019, both on 
road courses.

Cindric was in his third full 
Xfinity season when the pandem-
ic hit and Penske contemplated 
shuttering his Xfinity program. 
When the team was saved, Cindric 
emerged a different driver. He won 

See CINDRIC, page B3

Austin Cindric, driver of the #2 
Discount Tire Ford, celebrates 
in the Ruoff Mortgage victo-
ry lane after winning the NA-
SCAR Cup Series 64th Annual 
Daytona 500. (Photo by Chris 
Graythen/Getty Images)
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List Your Real Estate For Sale With Me
• 51 Years of Experience. 

• Principle Broker at McCraw Real Estate 
in Radford. 

• Top Producer. 
• Knows Real Estate Values. 

• State Licensed Auctioneer for 37 Years.  
 • Thousand of Homes Sold. 

I can sell your Home, Farm or 
Land for you! 

REALTOR and Member of New River Val-
ley Multiple Listing Service. I offer the Best 
Real Estate Service you can find.  Call me! 
Terry McCraw today at (540) 320-5200.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS

VEHICLES FOR SALE

For Sale: 1998 Ford Ranger. 6 
cylinder, automatic transmission, 
power steering, two-wheel drive. 
Runs good, looks good. Very de-
pendable. $1,800. Call 540-235-
6631.

For Sale: 2005 BMW X3 SUV, 
231,000 miles. Asking $4,000 or 
best offer. 540-449-9623.

WANT TO BUY

Want to buy junk cars. Call 540-
629-9003.

WANTED

Wanted: Free firewood. Will pick 
up. Please call 540-629-9003.

Will pickup junk cars, trucks, trac-
tors. Call 540-394-5623.

FOR SALE:  
MISCELLANEOUS

For Sale: 5-Piece dinette set, light 
oak with padded chairs. $250. Call 
980-2291.

For Sale: 5 black Wyandotte chick-
ens. Call 540-235-6631.

For Sale: Antique oak office desk 
with glass cover on top. $60. Call 
540-577-1743.

For Sale: Three-piece antique full-
size bedroom set. $400. Call 540-
577-1743.

For Sale: Sears side-by-side refrig-
erator freezer. Ice through door, 
glass shelves. No dents or scratch-
es. Upgrade to new refrigerator. 
Looks new, clean. $325. Call 540-
629-9003.

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Adver-
tise your upcoming auctions state-
wide and in other states. Afford-
able Print and Digital Solutions 
reaching your target audiences. 
Call this paper or Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

DOGS, PETS OR LIVESTOCK 

Happy Jack® LiquiVict® is recog-
nized safe & effective against hook 
& round worms in
dogs by the USCVM. At Tractor 
Supply® (www.happyjackinc.
com)

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Eliminate gutter cleaning forev-
er! LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter es-
timate today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-877-614-6667

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during util-
ity power outages, so your home 
and family stay safe and comfort-
able. Prepare now. Free 7-year ex-
tended warranty ($695 value!). Re-
quest a free quote today! Call for 
additional terms and conditions. 
1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus 

battery storage system. SAVE mon-
ey, reduce your reliance on the grid, 
prepare for power outages and pow-
er your home. Full installation ser-
vices available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no obliga-
tion, quote today. Call 1-833-688-
1378

RECRUITMENT

HIRING? We can help you fill your 
open positions! Promote job listings 
regionally or statewide! Affordable 
Print and Digital Advertising Solu-
tions reaching potential candidates. 
Call this paper or Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested, $395+$86 
court cost. WILLS-$225.00. No 

For Sale: Eight-foot wood step lad-
der. $40. Call 540-577-1743.

For Sale: Small two-step ladder. 
$10. Call 540-577-1743.

For Sale: Metal bed frames for 
queen, full or twin size beds. Some 
pet cages, microwaves and other 
household items. Call 540-230-
5386.

For Sale: Schwinn AirDyne Sta-
tionary Bike. Low miles. Asking 
$100. Call 540-353-0665.

For Sale: Four tires, 205-55-R16. 
Douglas Performance Tires mount-
ed on Chevy five-lug chrome 
wheels. Like new. $160. Call 540-
629-9003.

For Sale: Couch and two chairs 
that match. Pillows on couch match 
chairs. 5 x 7 area rug from Grand 
Home Furnishings. Excellent Con-
dition. From smoke free home. 
Selling because of changing colors 
in living room. $800 for all. Call 
540-320-4364.

Curio Cabinet. 70” x 34” x 14” 
Octagon shaped. Recently re-var-
nished. $300. 540-394-5623

Pear shaped diamond ring, 14K, 
size 7, price reduced to $475. Call 
540-980-5361.

FAIR HOUSING 
NOTICE:

We are pledged to the letter and 
spirit of Virginia’s policy for 
achieving equal housing oppor-
tunity throughout the Common-
wealth.
We encourage and support ad-
vertising and marketing pro-
grams in which there are no 
barriers to obtaining housing 
because of race, color, religion, 
national origin, sex, elderliness, 
familial status or handicap.
For more information or to file a 
housing complaint, call the Vir-
ginia Housing Office at (804) 
367-8530; toll-free call (888) 
551-3247.
For hearing-impaired, call (804) 
367-9753. E-mail fairhousing@
dpor.virginia.gov.

www.insurancecenterofdublin.com

543 East Main Street
Dublin, VA 24084 • 540-674-4678

See Us For All Your 
Auto, Home, Life, Business Insurance 

and Medicare Plans!

‘‘A Flush Beats a Full House’A Flush Beats a Full House’

DOSS’ SEPTIC SERVICEDOSS’ SEPTIC SERVICE
Licensed and insured

Servicing the NRV and surrounding areas

(540)320-4827
Thank you for your continued support

Septic Pumping • Installs • InspectionsSeptic Pumping • Installs • Inspections

MOWING
Call Me For 

Free Estimates. 
Years Of Experience.

Quality Work.
Reasonable Prices.

Larry Hancock
Call 540-674-4277 or 540-616-9064

court appearance. Estimated com-
pletion time twenty-one days. Hil-
ton Oliver, Attorney (Facebook). 
757-490-0126. Se Habla Espanol. 
BBB Member. https://hiltonoli-
verattorneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARAN-
TEED Life Insurance! No medical 
exam or health questions. Cash to 
help pay funeral and other final 
expenses. Call Physicians Life In-
surance Company- 844-509-1697 
or visit www.Life55plus.info/va-
press

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mo-
bility with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of Inogen 
One. Free information kit! Call 
888-608-4974.
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The clock was ticking down 
to kickoff time last Sunday the 
13th in the house of Captn. 
Jack Fuller, wife Margo, with 
dogs, Big Jake and Anna Ma-
rie. Big Jake is the storyteller 
and I’ll let him relate the go-
ings on of the Super Bowl LVI 
as they took in the exciting 
game. “Yeah, Captn. Jack may 
be large, but I’m in charge. We 
had a good day yesterday on 
the hunt where we got five Ca-
nadian Geese at a large pond 
from which some early arrivals 
of geese had been hanging 
out before heading on back 
North.  We gave three of these 
to some of our duck hunting 
friends and after cleaning the 
remaining two, put them in 
the freezer.  Anna Marie and I 
retrieved all the birds that Jack 
and Magot had brought down 
with their new Remington 
Versa Max shotguns. This gun 
model is every thing that the 
gunmaker claims it to be and 
more.”

“We are still pretty tired 
even after a good night’s sleep. 
The Captn is stretched out 
on the coach sipping his Jack 
Daniels and Margo is cud-
dling up next to him sipping 
on a Sherry and giving a little 
to Anna Marie occasionally 
in a saucer.  I’m a teetotaler 
myself – I don’t drink, smoke 
or chew or date girls that do. 
We have picked sides as to who 
we’re pulling for; my man Jack 
and I have taken Cincinnati 
and allowed Margo and Anna 
Marie to take Los Angeles 
which appeals to them as both 
being from the Crescent City 
of New Orleans on the mighty 
Missisip. Captn. Jack met 
and married our Margo while 
running a charter fishing boat 
out of there after pulling a 
hitch in the Merchant Marines. 
Anna Marine was not born 
when Drew Breves, as quarter-
back, came back from trailing 

Woods,
Water &
Wildlife

W.A. ‘Doc’ 
Davis

at halftime in the 2010 (XLIV) 
Super Bowl to get a win over 
the Colts. They were disap-
pointed in learning that their 
then Coach Sean Patton had 
decided to step down as coach 
this past January 25th. Margot 
as a French Creole has taught 
Anna Marie a great deal of the 
French language and she in turn 
has done the same for me.” 

“The bets were taken for both 
sides where Captn. Jack and I 
offered a Smithfield Country 
Smoked ham fixed with biscuits 
and red-eye gravy, black-eyed 
peas etc. if Cinncy lost, Margo 
and Anna Marie were to fix a 
complete Creole meal if Los 
Angeles lost consisting of jum-
bo shrimp, blackened-red fish, 
crawfish etouffee, beans and 
rice, jambalaya, hush puppies 
etc.” 

“The game got off to a great 
start and was nip and tuck with 
Los Angeles leading 16 to 10 
at half time. It was a hilarious 
time with our carryings-on 
with Jack and myself giving it 
the old college yell and trying 
to out shout Margo and Anna 
Marie who were yelling in 
French at times. They were 
going with “Aller, Aller Beliers 
(Go, Go, Rams) and we shouted 
“Ram it down their throats” and 
some French thrown in such 
as “Allons-y Bra’cets (Lets go 
Bengals).” 

“The game ended as a nail 
bitter at the end. The Bengals 
scored 10 straight points on 
their first two drives in the 3rd 

Super Bowl LVI with Jake, 
Anna Marie & Family

quarter. Trailing 20 to 16 in the 
4th quarter, the Rams scored a 
touchdown to retake the lead 
with under 2 minutes to go and 
stopped Cincinnati’s final drive 
with Joe Burrow, their quarter-
back, taking a hit on 4th and 1.”

“It was such a game that it 
was sad that one team had to 
lose as both teams had played 
their hearts out. Anna Marie put 
her paws around my neck and 
said, ‘Oh, Jake, Quel match!’” 
(What a game!).

“I replied, Jesuis d’accord (I 
agree), and Jack and I will do 
our best to come up with the 
best with our Virginia cured 
ham dinner and all the fix-
ings in the next few days for a 
breakfast. I guarantee it will be 
as good as you can get at any 
Cracker Barrel restaurant.

“O taste and see that the Lord 
is good: blessed is the man that 
trusteth in him.” Psalms34:8K-
JV. When we put our trust in 
the Lord, we will be closer to 
Him. His desire for us is to have 
peace. If we realize how much 
God loves us, we could experi-
ence the peace that only comes 
from knowing Him. 

Until next time

The Pulaski County Planning Commission will convene to review 
the application listed below.  In accordance with the Code of 
Virginia, the Planning Commission will host a public hearing 
beginning at 7:00 p.m. on TUESDAY, MARCH 8TH, 2022 in the 
Board Room of the County Administration Building, 143 Third 
Street, NW, in the Town of Pulaski to receive comments about the 
applications as listed below;

1. Application submitted by Douglas Alan & Norma 
Anderson for the Planning Commission to consider and 
make a recommendation to the Board of Supervisors 
regarding an “Ordinance to Vacate an Unimproved Right 
of Way” located between 5912 and 5904 Jewell Avenue 
Dublin, VA 24084. Ingles District.

The public can receive information and/or submit comments as part 
of the public hearing process, by using any one of the following 
methods; E-mail: mquesenberry@pulaskicounty.org Phone: 540-
980-7710 Regular Mail: Planning & Zoning Department, County 
of Pulaski, 143 Third Street, NW, Suite 1, Pulaski, VA 24301. In 
Person: By attending the meeting at the location listed. 

For disabled individuals who may require special auxiliary aids 
or services, the County will make reasonable accommodations 
available when requested. Contact the County’s ADA Compliance 
Officer at (540) 980-7800 (TDD accessible) or (540) 980-7705, 
ten (10) days prior to the above meeting date to arrange for these 
special accommodations.

Public Notice
Pulaski County

Planning Commission
The Town Council of the Town of Pulaski, Virginia will hold a 
public hearing on Tuesday, March 15, 2022, at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Council Chambers of the Pulaski Municipal Building, 42 First 
Street, NW to consider the following:

1. A proposed rezoning for properties located on Bob 
White Blvd [tax parcel(s) 073-21-2A, 073-21-2, 073-21-
3A, 073-21-3, 073-21-4, 073-21-5, 073-21-6, 073-21-7, 
073-21-8, 073-21-9, 073-23-10, 073-23-11, 073-23-12, 
073-23-13, 073-23-14, & 073-21-15] from B-2 General 
Business to R-2 Two-Family Residential.

All persons desiring to comment on the proposed requests should 
submit their remarks to Brady Deal, Economic Development and 
Planning Manager, by 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 15, 2022, 
to 42 First Street, NW/PO Box 660, Pulaski, VA or via email to 
bdeal@pulaskitown.org. A copy of the application and other 
pertinent materials are available for public review in the Economic 
Development and Planning Manager’s office, Pulaski Municipal 
Building, 42 First Street, NW from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday 
through Friday.

For disabled individuals who may require special auxiliary aids or 
services, reasonable accommodations will be made by the Town 
upon request. Please contact the Town Manager’s Office at (540) 
994-8600 prior to the above meeting date. For persons with hearing 
or visual difficulties, contact Virginia Relay at 711 to arrange 
contact with the Town.

Public Hearing
Town of Pulaski
Town Council

Anna Marie

Big Jake

The Town Council of the Town of Pulaski, Virginia will hold a 
public hearing on Tuesday, March 15th at 6:30 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers at 42 First Street, N.W. to appropriate
The following amount

From: Local Government Investment Fund
 $234,580.64
 
To: General Fund Capital Reserve
 $234,580.64
 
All persons desiring to speak for or against the proposed budget 
amendment should appear at the aforementioned time and place or 
submit their comments in writing to the Town Manager prior to the 
public hearing.

A copy of the proposed budget amendments are available for public 
review in the Town Manager’s Office from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., 
Monday through Friday.

For disabled individuals who may require special auxiliary aids or 
services, reasonable accommodations will be made by the Town 
upon request. Please contact the Clerk of Council at (540) 994-8600 
prior to the above meeting date to arrange these accommodations. 
For individuals with visual or hearing impairment, contact Virginia 
Relay at 711 for assistance in reaching the Town.

Public Hearing
Regarding Budget

Appropriation

schedule was reduced from 162 
games to 144.

Players are paid only during 
the regular season, accruing 
1/162nd of their salary daily. 
Players would be subject to los-
ing as much as $232,975 daily 
in the case of Mets pitcher Max 
Scherzer, or as little as $3,441 for 
a player at a $640,000 minimum.

Baseball’s work stoppage was 
in its 84th day, and the three 
sessions this week increased the 
total on core economic issues to 
just nine since the lockout began 
Dec. 2.

Spring training workouts had 
been scheduled to start on Feb. 
16, and MLB already has can-
celed the first week of exhibi-
tions, which were to begin Friday.

Baseball Commissioner Rob 
Manfred said on Feb. 10 a min-
imum of four weeks of training 
are needed before starting the 
season. A deal by Monday would 
allow that plus a few days for 
players to report to camps in Ari-
zona and Florida.

Manfred has spoken publicly 
just once since the day the lock-
out began and union head Tony 
Clark not at all.

MLB’s public statement was 
interpreted as a pressure tactic 
by the union, which was angered 
payrolls decreased during the 
expired five-year deal and an 
increased number of teams jet-
tisoned higher-salaries veterans 
and transitioned to rebuilding 
mode.

“To get bears in the forest, you 
can’t offer them bear traps,” said 
Scott Boras, agent for five of eight 
players on the union’s executive 
subcommittee.

A day after the union made only 
small moves in response to man-
agement’s incremental proposal 
of a day earlier, MLB advanced 
only one change: Teams offered 
to increase the minimum salary 
from $570,500 to $640,000, up 
from their previous proposal of 
$630,000. The minimum would 
increase by an additional $10,000 
each season during a five-year 
agreement. Clubs withdrew their 
proposal for a tiered minimum, 

which players opposed.
Players have asked for $775,000 

in 2022 and additional $30,000 
jumps in each succeeding season. 
The union evaluated MLB’s pro-
posal as adding $5 million annu-
ally.

There was no discussion 
Wednesday on the key issue of 
luxury tax thresholds and rates, 
but players voiced their concern 
over a lack of competition and 
the need for younger players to 
get higher salaries earlier in their 
careers.

The union proposed a $115 mil-
lion pool of money that would go 
to 150 pre-arbitration players an-
nually, while the clubs offered $20 
million that would be distributed 

to 30.
Yankees pitchers Gerrit Cole 

and Zack Britton joined the talks, 
two of six members on hand from 
the executive subcommittee that 
supervises the negotiations. They 
were joined by Scherzer, free 
agent pitcher Andrew Miller, 
Mets shortstop Francisco Lindor, 
and Houston catcher Jason Castro.

After meeting at the start of the 
day at Roger Dean Stadium, the 
vacant spring training home of 
the Miami Marlins and St. Louis 
Cardinals, the sides caucused and 
then had a smaller group meeting 
that included Deputy Commis-
sioner Dan Halem, Colorado CEO 
Dick Monfort, Scherzer and Mill-
er.

Continued from Page B1

Baseball

six races in 2020 and beat Chase 
Briscoe to win the Xfinity champi-
onship.

It was an odd transition for Cin-
dric, who established himself while 
racing in front of empty grand-
stands and closed garages.

“A lot of my success in the Xfin-
ity Series, especially in 2020, came 
in an incubator. And when we got 
fans back at the racetrack, all of a 
sudden everybody knew who I was, 
and that was really weird for me,” 
he said.

The success didn’t get Cindric 
the promotion he wanted. Penske 
decided Cindric would run one 
more year in NASCAR’s second-ti-
er series then drive the No. 21 for 
The Wood Brothers.

“Probably one of the tougher 
meetings I had with him was when 
we decided not to put him into 
Cup,” Penske said. “He took it like 
a man. He said, ‘You make the call. 
I’m going to make it happen.’”

It worked just fine for Cindric, 
who insists he felt no pressure to 
perform.

“I’m not an externally motivat-
ed person and I’m not an exter-
nally intimidated person,” Cindric 
said. “My head is pretty much in 
the game 24/7. I don’t think about 
much, anything else, except for rac-
ing. I don’t have much of a social 
life.”

Cindric’s path was altered when 
Keselowski decided to leave Team 
Penske for an ownership stake in 
another organization. That opened 
the seat in Penske’s flagship No. 2 
Ford for the son of the team pres-
ident.

With one race down, he has al-

Continued from Page B7

Cindric ready locked himself into the play-
offs and the right to race for the 
Cup Series title.

“If there’s anything I have left 
to prove, I’m not sure what it is,” 
Cindric said.

As their son celebrated the 
Daytona 500 win, Tim and Me-
gan Cindric stood quietly in the 
background of the victory photos. 
It was Penske who was front and 
center with the winning driver, 
and in that moment it was OK.

“He’s a lot more than just my 
boss. Next to my parents, he’s 
probably been the most influential 
person in my life,” he said. “If I 
can be half the man Roger Penske 
is, I’d say I’ve lived a good life.”

It was much later that Cindric 
caught up with his parents. He 
called his mother “the backbone of 
my racing career” and “my rock” 
and reflected on the interesting dy-
namic he has with his father.

After his car had passed inspec-
tion and his team had finished its 
Steak N Shake celebration, Cin-
dric sat down with his father for 
the first time all week. They met 
in the trailer he’d borrowed from 
his parents to use at Daytona and 
talked about what kind of schedule 
Cindric might have this week as 
the Daytona 500 winner.

“It’s not his first rodeo,” Cindric 
of his dad. “I’ve had great leader-
ship throughout my life and great 
examples set for me throughout 
my life. I’m very proud of the fam-
ily that I’ve come from, the person 
that my dad is and the way he leads 
our team.

“As far as my upbringing and 
my exposure to Roger and this 
race team.... I think that’s my big-
gest asset. How to do things pro-
fessionally, how to do things the 
right way, I don’t see a way to do 
anything differently.”
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Draper Valley Baptist Church
3200 Lee Highway
Draper, Va. 24324

Pastor: Alan Pearce
Service Times:

Bible Study Sunday, 10 a.m.
Sunday Worship, 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening, 5 p.m.

email: drapervalleybc@gmail.com
www.drapervalleybaptist.org

Grace Baptist Church
552 E. Main Street
Dublin, Va. 24084

Pastor: Doug Testerman
674-1762

Primary Services:
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Sunday worship

Sunday  Night Power Hour, 6 to 7 p.m.
Wednesday Night 7 to 8 p.m.

Grace Kids and Teens Bible Study

Open Door Baptist Church
4576 Miller Lane

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor: Rev. N.K. Howlett

Primary Services:
Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.

Worship, 11 a.m.
Wednesday Night, 7 p.m.

Phone: 980-2046

Draper United Methodist Church
3080 Greenbriar Road

Draper, VA 24324
Pastor: Rev. Jason Crandall

423-716-2570
Primary Service Times:
Sunday School, 10 a.m.

Worship, 11 a.m.
Phone: 276-477-3835

Christ Episcopal Church
144 North Washington Ave., Pulaski

Service: 10 a.m. every Sunday
Phone: 980-2413

Email: christ24301@gmail.com
www.christpulaski.dioswva.org

Jordan's Chapel UMC
Pastor: Jim Goddard
Worship: 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School: 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

Cecil's Chapel United Methodist Church
5801 Cecil's Chapel Road, 

Hiwassee, VA  24347
Pastor Jason Crandall

Worship service is 8:45am-9:45am
Sunday School is 10 - 10:45am
Ricky Dishon, 540 239 6360, 

www.facebook.com/cecilschapel.umc

Valley Harvest Ministries
1 Harvest Place

P.O. Box 458
Dublin, VA 24084

Senior Pastor Steve Willis 
Associate Pastors: Perry Slaughter, 

Walter Gueste, Derick Burton
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.

Hispanic Ministry Service- Sunday 6 p.m. 
Wednesday School 7 p.m. 

www.vhmdublin.org
540-674-4729

Dublin Baptist Church
Dublin Baptist Church

100 Hawkins Street, Dublin, VA 24084
540-674-6061

secretary@dublinbaptistva.org
Website: dublinbaptistva.org

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11 a.m.

Wednesday Youth Bible Study, 7 p.m.

Allisonia Pentecostal Holiness Church
1560 Julia Simpkins Road

Allisonia, VA 
Pastor Justin Phillips

Sunday Morning Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship: 6 p.m.

First United Methodist Church 
301 N. Jefferson Ave. - Pulaski (physical 

address) 
135 Fourth St., NW - Pulaski (mailing 

address)
Pastor’s Name: Will Shelton 

Hispanic Lay Pastor: Sebastian Ruiz
Sunday Service: 10:00 AM 

Hispanic Worship: 11:00AM 
Contact Info. Phone: 540.980.3331

e-mail: office@fumcpulask.org website: 
www.fumcpulask.org  

FACEBOOK@FirstUMCPulaski and 
WBLB 10:00am

Belspring Baptist Church
6887 Depot Street

Belspring, VA 24058
Pastor Darrell Linkous

Service Times:
Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Sunday worship: 11 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study and 
Youth Group: 7 p.m.

Darrell Linkous: 353-0081
belspringbaptistchurch@gmail.com

Memorial Baptist Church
995 Peppers Ferry Road

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor: Michael S. Jones

Sunday
9:45 am - Sunday School

11:00 am - Worship
Wednesday

6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
(540) 980-4731

Email: dfarley3@verizon.net

Delton Church of God 
of Prophecy

4570 Boyd Road, Draper, VA 24324
Pastor Vickie Lee Viars

deltoncogop@gmail.com   (276) 620-3191
Sunday mornings - 11 AM to 12 PM

Sunday evenings-Facebook live services 
announced on Facebook 

Wednesday evenings- To be announced at 
later future time until COVID-19 ceases
Delton COGOP is following all COVID-19 

safety guidelines of social distancing, masks, 
cleaning, and disinfection.

Heritage Church
6195 Cleburne Boulevard, Dublin

Pastor Mike Pierce
Service Times: 

Wednesdays, 7 p.m.; 
Sundays, 10 a.m.
(540) 674-9220

Website: www.heritagechurch.net
Facebook.com/

HeritageChurchDublinVA

First Missionary Baptist Church
7318 Manns Drive / P.O. Box 90

New River, Virginia 24129
(540) 639-5331

email: fmbc1872@verizon.net
Pastor: Rev. Richard A. Goodman, Sr.

Associate Minister:
Rev. Annette Cheek

Clerk: Mrs. Carlotta Lewis
Sundays: 

Morning Worship  11:00 a.m.
The Lord's Supper - Each First Sunday

Wednesdays: Prayer Meeting &       
Bible Study  6:30 p.m.

Draper’s Valley Presbyterian (PCA)
2755 Old Baltimore Road, 

Draper, VA 24324
 Interim Pastor: Rev. David Gilleran

Associate Pastor: Rev. Roland Mathews
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship Service 6:15 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Groups and Adult Prayer 

& Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
Phone - 540-994-9015

e-mail - drapers.valley@dvpca.org
website - www.dvpca.org

Sunday Morning Worship Live-Stream • 
10:30 a.m. (or anytime on YouTube)

Trinity Lutheran 
Church ELCA

2 Fifth Street, N.W., Pulaski
540-980-3624

The Rev. Terrie Sternberg
trinitypulaski @gmail.com

Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
(Sept. - May)

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
(June - Aug.)

Bible Study: Wednesday, 12:30
www.trinitypulaski.org

Trinity United Methodist
Pastor: Judy Yonce

Sunday Worship - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Study - Wednesday, 7 p.m.

528 5th Street, S.E.
Pulaski, Va.

Phone - 980-0820

Grace Ministries
Church of God of Prophecy

1021 Macgill Street
Pulaski, VA 24301

Church: 540-980-2118
Cell: 276-233-8083

Bus Ministry: 540-385-9972
www.pulaskigracemin.com

Email: pulaskigracemin@hotmail.com
Pastor Mike Williams
Children's Ministry

Aaron  & Becky Sampson 
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.
Children’s Church 10:30 a.m.

Children’s Free Breakfast 10:30 a.m.
Ages 5-12

Men’s & Women’s Ministry Wed. 6:30

Faith Bible Church
110 LaGrange Street, Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor: Jim Linkous
Associate Pastor: T.J. Cox

540-980-5433
www.facebook/faithbiblechurch

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.

Sunday Children’s Church: 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening: 6 p.m.

Wednesday Evening Bible Study: 7 p.m.
Children’s Meal: 6:30 p.m.

Children’s and Youth’s Group Classes: 7 
p.m.

Dublin Christian Church
5605 Dunlap Road

P.O. Box 1330
Dublin, VA 24084

(540) 674-8434
www.dublinchristianchurch.com

Richard R. Goad, Jr.
Senior Minister

Sunday School 10 a.m.
Worship 11 a.m.

Sunday Evening Worship and 
Youth Meeting, 6 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study and Children's Bible 
Classes, 7 p.m.

First Presbyterian Church
408 N. Jefferson Avenue, Pulaski

Pastor Melissa McNair-King
(540) 980-2132

firstprespulaskiva@gmail.com
www.firstpresbyterianpulaski.org

Sunday Services:
Sept.-May: Sunday School, 9:45 a.m., 

Service 11 a.m.
June-Labor Day: Service 10 a.m.

Wednesday Family Night, 6 - 7:30 p.m.

Snowville Christian Church 
(DOC - Disciples of Christ)

5436 Lead Mine Rd.
Hiwassee, VA 24347
Pastor:  Jerry King

Website:  
www.SnowvilleChristianChurch.com

(and Facebook)
Office: 540-633-3761

Email: 
office@SnowvilleChristianChurch.com

Sunday Worship Service:  11:00 a.m.
Sunday School:  10:00 a.m.

Thursday Bible Study:  6:00 p.m.
“Inspiring hope, helping people grow their 

faith, and sharing God’s love with others!”

There are three things we 
need to discuss today.  Ambi-
tion, Anger and  Attitudes.  The 
Disciples were caught in an 
embarrassing situation. They 
were arguing among themselves 
over which of them would be the 
greatest in Christ’s Kingdom. 
Jesus asked them what they 
arguing about. He gave them 
the opportunity to confess it.  
When Jesus asks a question, it 
isn’t because He doesn’t know 
the answer. Jesus had already 
looked down into their hearts 
and knew what the rift between 
them was all about. Jesus used 
the opportunity to teach them 
some spiritual lessons concern-
ing their argument using what 
they had  said to open up the 
dialogue.

Question? If the Lord knows 
what we are doing or saying 
what then? The truth is the Lord 
does know what we are doing 
and saying at all times. Every 
moment of every day. So it 
would behoove us to be careful 
in all that we say and do.

Disciples of Christ are fol-
lowers of Christ. We become 
His Disciples when we get born 
again of the Spirit of God. Jesus 
knew some of the Disciples got 
angry at times with one anoth-
er; he knew some were overly 
ambitious; and He knew some of 
them had bad attitudes.

Most of us have some ambi-
tion. We all want to succeed. 
We all want some recognition. 
It’s part of our fleshly nature. 
Ambition can be a good thing or 
a bad thing. 

What they hadn’t fully 
grasped at this time was that 
Jesus didn’t come to set up a 
literal Kingdom at His first 
advent. First He would set up a 
spiritual Kingdom in the hearts 
of believers. Then at His second 
advent He would set up His 
literal Kingdom.

We all want to succeed in life. 
We all want some recognition 
of our achievements. It’s part of 
human nature. But the reason 
we work in the Kingdom work 
of Christ is not to build up our 
own reputation in this  world, 
but we do it because we love the 
Lord. We don’t do it for recogni-
tion by man but we do it as part 
of our duty to God. 

Ambition can be bad when it 
causes  us to want to outshine 
our fellow Christians and to step 
all over them to reach higher 
rungs in the ladder to success. 
This is being overly ambitious. 
In fact it is sinful. We are to 
each esteem our fellow Chris-
tians better than ourselves. 
Philippians 2:3. “Let nothing be 
done through strife or vainglo-
ry; but in lowliness of mind let 
each esteem other better than 
themselves.” 

Ambition can be helpful in 
winning the lost to Christ. It 
motivates us to get out from 
behind the four walls of the 
Church Building and to do our 
best to win the lost to Christ Je-
sus.  So this kind of Ambition is 
a good thing because it is point-
ed in the right direction. We all 
need to be Ambitious doing the 
Kingdom work of Christ.

So it’s OK to have some 
Ambition as long as we are not 
overly Ambitious and use it 
wrongly to advance ourselves at 
the expense of others.

Jesus wants His Disciples 
to be Ambitious Servants, in 
serving God and others. We 
need to be Ambitious in doing 
the Lord’s work. It can result 
in our efforts to win the lost be 
successful.

1 Thes. 4:11, 12. “Make it 
your Ambition to lead a quiet 
life, to mine your own business 
and to work with your hands.” 
and to make it your ambition 
to lead a quiet life: You should 

Ambition, 
Anger and
Attitudes

See MCCRAW, page B7

Church Directory

Grace Episcopal Church
210 4th Street, Radford, 24141

639-3494
Service: 10:30AM Sundays

Email: office@graceradford.org
http://www.graceradford.org

Facebook: Grace Episcopal Church

Max Creek Baptist Church
3000 Old Route 100 Road, Draper, Va. 24324

www.maxcreek.org
www.facebook.com/maxcreekbaptist

Senior Pastor: Mike Coleman
Youth Minister: Charlie Prince

Sunday Services
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Morning Worship: 11 a.m.
Teen Social and Class: 5 p.m.

Evening Worship: 6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study & Classes:7 p.m.

Pulaski Church of God
1621 Bob White Boulevard

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor Donald Jones

540-980-8880
www.pulaskicog.church

Sunday Services
Sunday Life Groups: 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Wednesdays Midweek Connect: 7 p.m.

Randolph Avenue 
United Methodist Church

1607 Randolph Avenue
Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Elston McLain
Worship Service: 11 a.m.
Phone: (540) 980-8775

Pulaski Christian Church, Inc.
4531 Brookmont Road, Pulaski, VA 24301

www.pulaskichristianchurch.com/
Rev. Kathy Warden, Pastor,

(540) 250-2974
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m.
Worship 7 p.m.

Monday Bible Study
7 to 9 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study
7 p.m.

First Baptist Church
220 Magazine Street
Pulaski, VA  24301

540-980-3336
Email: firstbaptist220@gmail.com

Pastor: Rev, Douglas Patterson
Sunday School  10 a.m.

Sunday Worship  11 a.m.
Monday’s Child Youth Group, Monday 

Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study  6:30 p.m.

New Hope Chapel
1555 Case Knife Road

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor Darrell Gray

(276) 733-6080
Pastor Gray and congregation invite you to 

New Hope Chapel. 
Service Times: 

10 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Sunday Service
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Family Worship Center
First Pentecostal Holiness

955 Memorial Drive, Pulaski
540-980-7287

Jeff Willhoite, Pastor
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.
KidsZone 10:45 a.m.

Evening Worship 6 p.m.
www.fwcpulaski.church

Pulaski First Church of the Brethren
1749 Newbern Road
Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor Frank Peters
Sunday School: 9:45

Worship: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

980-3798

Abundant Life Ministries
3050 Lee Highway

Pulaski, VA 24301 (540) 980-5506
(Mon. - Fri., 9 a.m.-1 p.m.)

Pastor Randall K. Lawrence Sr.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday Evenings (Family Night) 7 pm 
Bible Classes all ages

Adult Bible Class
THRIVE Teen Class

Children’s  Special Activitiy Classes

Seagle 
Funeral Home

Todd Bruce, Manager

415 N. Jefferson Ave., Pulaski , 980-1700

mind your own business and 
work with your hands, just as we 
told you, so that your daily life 
may win the respect of outsid-
ers and so that you will not be 
dependent on anybody. NIV. The 
word ambitious is found in the 
NIV, Amplified Version and the 
Living Bible and maybe some 
other versions that I don’t read. 
Our greatest Ambition should be 
to please  God. 

Secondly Attitude. The word 
Attitude is not found in the King 
James Version of the bible. Why? 
Because the KJV was originally 
written in 1611 and the word 
Attiitude wasn’t invented in En-
glish until the late 17th Century.  

So the definition of the word 
attitude is “It is a settled way 
of thinking or feeling about 
something” So what is a bad 
attitude? One wise writer says it 
is aggressive, arrogant, callous, 
critical, dishonest, envious, 
hostile, indifferent, intolerant, 
pessimistic, prejudiced, prideful, 
resentful, rude, selfish, unemo-
tional, and untrusting.” 

A bad attitude is a negative 
attitude. It is paying attention to 
other people’s shortcomings. A 
good attitude is a positive atti-
tude from an auspicious heart, 
and a firm belief that we have a 
bright and glorious future that 
will be provided  for  us by God; 
and a belief that everything will 
work out for our good in the end. 

Thirdly, Anger. Anger can 
be good or bad depending. 
Good depending on whether it 
is controlled anger also called 
meekness. Bad is when it causes 
us to hold grudges or to retaliate 
against another. It’s not bad for 
us to have a temper. Steel as well 
as iron is brittle without some 
temper in it. The bible tells us in 
Ephesians 4:26, “Be ye angry, 
and sin not: let not the sun go 
down upon your wrath:” Don’t 
stew over anything. Don’t let 
anger control your life and your 
actions. In other words, when 
we are offended over someone or 
something, we need to “get over 
it.”

Jesus, Who did no sin, over-
turned the tables of the money 
changers and drove them out 
of the Temple. He said “God’s 
house is a house of prayer but ye 
have made it a den of thieves.” 
Then the anger of Jesus abated. 
He controlled His anger and 
didn’t allow His anger to control 
Him. For us to exhibit uncon-
trolled anger that doesn’t go 
away is sinful. “Let not the sun 
go down upon your wrath.”

Continued from Page B6

McCraw

Christ should be at the center of our lives
From the writings of the Rev. 

Billy Graham

Q: I don’t want to miss 
out on life. I want to experi-
ence everything I can, but my 
grandmother’s words haunt 
me because she always warned 
about reaping what you sow. Is 
it possible to live a life of sin and 
get saved at the last minute? - 
L.C.

A: There have been those who 
have repented on their deathbeds 
and have been saved. In the Bible, 
we read the account where one of 
the thieves crucified at the same 

time as Jesus turned to Him in 
repentance. Jesus told the thief that 
very day he would be with Him in 
paradise (Luke 23:43).

However, it is a dangerous 
gamble for one to deliberately 
wait until the end of life to settle 
things with Jesus Christ. None of 
us knows when we may die; for 
thousands, sudden death occurs 
each day. But more important even 
than the foolishness of delaying 
salvation is the fact we are losing 
the joy of being a Christian.

There are some who believe 
that the Christian life lacks joy. As 
a matter of fact, the only people 

in the world who have any right 
to be happy are Christians, for 
they understand the purpose of 
living and know where they are 
going when their earthly journey 
is complete. The longer one waits 
to accept Christ the more difficult 
it becomes, for the heart of man 

grows harder with the passing of 
time. The Bible says, “Behold, 
now is the accepted time; behold, 
now is the day of salvation” (2 
Corinthians 6:2).

Without Christ at the center of 
our lives, daily routines become 
tiresome and tedious, a drudgery 
rather than a joy. No matter the 
troubles, no matter what the dif-
ficulties, there is joy for the child 
of God because joy is produced 
supernaturally by God’s Spirit that 
abides within us.

(This column is based on the 
words and writings of the late Rev. 
Billy Graham.)

Bible
Trivia

1. Is the book of James in the 
Old or New Testament or nei-
ther?

2. From 2 Samuel 6, who died 
after accidentally touching the 
Ark of the Covenant? Achan, Ze-
dekiah, Naboth, Uzzah

3. In Judges 13, to whose wife 
did an angel appear, telling her 
she’d conceive a son? Samson, 
Manoah, Josiah, Cain 

4. What godly son was born to 
Hannah and Elkanah in answer 
to prayer? Ezekiel, Paul, Samuel, 
Hosea

5. From Judges 14, what ani-
mal took Samson by surprise at-
tack? Bear, Fox, Lion, Boar

6. Who burned David’s city of 
Ziklag? Amalekites, Nazarites, 
Gibeonites, Israelites

 
ANSWERS: 1) New; 2) Uz-

zah; 3) Manoah; 4) Samuel; 5) 
Lion; 6) Amalekites

Sharpen your understanding of 
scripture with Wilson’s Casey’s 
latest book, “Test Your Bible 
Knowledge,” available in book-
stores and online.

Amazing Grace Ministries
4892 Veterans Hill Road

Pulaski, VA
Pastor Todd Garwood

(540) 250-3741
ttgarwood674@gmail.com

Church Directory
First Baptist Church
325 Randolph Avenue

Pulaski, Va.
Pastor: Dr. Henry Fiske

Phone: 980-6565
fbcpulaskiva@gmail.com
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.Pathway to Heaven Worship Center
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 434

Dublin, VA 24084
Physical Address: 7889 Cleburne Blvd.

Dublin, VA 24084
Pastor Winfred Keene - Phone 540-239-8092

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship: 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship: 6 p.m.

Tuesday Evening Bible Study: 6 p.m.

THANK YOU!
To Our Advertising

Sponsors

St. Edwards Catholic Church
Corner of N. Washington Ave. and

7th Street N.W., Pulaski
Phone: 980-6511
Fax: 980-6511

Priest: Fr. Francis Boateng
Mass: 11 a.m. Sunday

Warriors for Christ II
Bishop Sherman Buckner

600 Skyline Circle
Pulaski, VA 
540-315-2317

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Worship: 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Thursday: 7 p.m. Service

Trinity Baptist Church
4008 Robinson Tract Road

Pulaski, VA 24301 
Telephone: 980-8186

Pastor Johnny Howlett
Minister of Education Rev. Steve Taylor

Sunday Worship - 10 a.m.
Sunday Bible Study - 6 p.m.

Wednesday - Adult Bible Study and Youth 
Group - 7 p.m.

Bob White Boulevard Baptist Church
3826 Bob White Boulevard

Pulaski, VA.
Pastor: Allen Harman

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Preaching: 11 a.m.

Sunday Evening: 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service: 7:30 p.m.

FUNDAMENTAL
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Miss An Issue?
See it online at www.pcpatriot.com

Click on ‘View The Paper’
And Select the Date.

PLACE A CARD OF THANKS
Thank those who helped and supported you 

during your time of loss with a 

CARD OF THANKS
In The Patriot

540-808-3949 or ads@pcpatriot.com
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Call Us For Your 
Advertising Needs.

540-808-3949
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Thank you to all our First Responders
and Front Line Workers.

NRVNRV  
Septic Tank ServiceSeptic Tank Service

Call
540-980-2101

Sun - Closed

Mon - 6am - 5:30pm

Tues - 6am - 5:30pm

Wed - Closed

Thurs - 6am - 5:30pm

Fri - 6am - 5:30pm

SATURDAY

6am - 4pm

LOCAL JOBS

The Town of Dublin is seeking applications/resumes for the position 
of Customer Service Clerk.  This is a full-time position.  The ideal 
candidate should have experience in providing excellent customer 
service.  They will be the first point of contact for customers via 
phone or in person. The position involves processing payments for 
utilities, taxes and various other municipal revenues via in person 
or by mail as well as other general office duties.  Candidates 
should possess excellent written and verbal communication skills 
along with a strong attention to detail. High school diploma/GED 
required.

The rate of pay is dependent upon experience level.  A benefit 
package will be offered including medical/dental insurance, paid 
holidays, vacation and sick leave.

Applications may be picked up at the Dublin Town Center located 
at 101 Dublin Park Road during regular business hours of 8am to 
5pm Monday through Friday beginning Monday, February 28th, 
2022.  Questions can be directed to Kim Dalton, Human Resources 
at 540-674-4731.  Applications will be accepted until 5 pm on 
March 4th, 2022.

The Town of Dublin is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Town of Dublin
Seeking Customer

Service Clerk

The Pulaski County Public Safety Department anticipates hiring 
several Emergency Medical Technician positions immediately.

Minimum qualifications include EMT Certification and completion 
of a state approved EVOC course.  Applicants must be insurance 
under the existing County of Pulaski vehicle policy, which currently 
requires a minimum age of 21 to operate emergency vehicles.

Full-time staff work 48 hours per week with variable shifts 
including 24-hour shifts as needed.  Salary is commensurate upon 
education, training and experience.  A full benefit package, which 
includes health, dental, vision and life insurance, VRS retirement 
plan, optional 457b retirement plan, paid sick, vacation and 
holidays, etc. are included in this position.  A $1,500 recruitment 
bonus (paid upon successful completion of a precepting program 
and orientation period) is also included.  The employer covers 
uniform and training expenses.

Interested individuals may apply at the appropriate Virginia 
Employment Commission Office or may download and submit an 
application located on the County website at www.pulaskicounty.
org to Tammy Nichols, Human Resources Director, at tnichols@
pulaskicounty.org.

Position is open until filled

Equal Opportunity Employer

Pulaski County
Public Safety

Emergency Medical
Technician

The Pulaski County Public Safety Department anticipates hiring 
up to five full-time Paramedics to begin orientation during the 
Spring of 2022.

Minimum qualifications include Paramedic certification and 
completion of a state approved EVOC course.  Applicants must 
insurable under the existing County of Pulaski vehicle policy, which 
currently requires a minimum age of 21 to operate emergency 
vehicles.

Full-time staff work 48 hours per week with variable shifts 
including 24-hour shifts as needed.  Salary is commensurate upon 
education, training and experience.  A full benefit package, which 
includes health, dental, vision and life insurance, VRS retirement 
plan, optional 457b retirement plan, paid sick, vacation and 
holidays, etc. are included in this position.  A $1,500 recruitment 
bonus (paid upon successful completion of a precepting program 
and orientation period) is also included.  The employer covers 
uniform and training expenses.

Interested individuals may apply at the appropriate Virginia 
Employment Commission Office or may download and submit an 
application located on the County website at www.pulaskicounty.
org to Tammy Nichols, Human Resources Director, at tnichols@
pulaskicounty.org.

Position is open until filled

Equal Opportunity Employer

Pulaski County
Public Safety
Paramedics

The Pulaski County Sheriff’s Department is seeking a qualified 
applicant to serve as an Animal Control Officer responsible for 
capturing and impounding animals, performing investigations, 
issuing citations, educating the public on animal control ordinances 
and regulations and providing excellent customer service.  Prefer 
applicants with prior animal control experience.  A valid Virginia 
Drivers License is required along with a background investigation, 
drug screen and driving record examination.  

The anticipated salary for this position is $32,000 to $55,774 
and is based upon education and experience.  This is a full-
time position that includes benefits such as health, dental, vision 
and life insurance benefits, State retirement program, optional 
457-retirement program, sick and vacation leave, paid holidays, and 
much more.

Interested individuals may apply at their local Virginia Employment 
Commission Office or may download an application from www.
pulaskicounty.org and submit it to Tammy Nichols, Human 
Resources Director at tnichols@pulaskicounty.org.  A full job 
description is also available on the website.

Position is open until filled.

Equal Opportunity Employer

Pulaski County
Animal

Control Officer

Feb. 28
Pulaski County Board of 

Supervisors meet
Monday, February 28, 2022, 

Pulaski County Board of Su-
pervisors Regular Meeting, 
Board Room, Pulaski County 
Administration Building, 143 
Third Street N.W., in the Town 
of Pulaski, Virginia; Executive 
Session, 6 p.m., Open Meet-
ing, 7 p.m. (Contact: Ashley 
Edmonds, Executive Secretary 
and Clerk to the Board of Super-
visors, 143 Third Street N.W., 
Suite 1, Pulaski, VA, 24301, 
540-980-7705, aedmonds@pu-
laskicounty.org). The Board of 
Supervisors is the governing 
body for Pulaski County and is 
responsible for the budget and 
concerns of its citizens.

March 3
American Legion to Meet
The American Legion, Har-

vey-Howe-Carper Post 30 will 
meet on Thursday, March 3, 
7pm at the VFW Post Home 
on 102 Watts St. in Radford. 
If Radford City Public Schools 
are closed on Thursday or Fri-
day of this week due to weath-
er, the meeting is cancelled. 
For further information, please 
contact 540-250-2283 or 540-
239-9864.

March 8
Sons of Confederate Veter-

ans
The Sons of Confederate 

Veterans, Stuart Horse Artil-
lery Camp 1784 will meet on 
Tuesday, March 8, 7pm at Aly’s 
Family Italian Restaurant on 
3204 Riner Road. Members of 
the United Daughters of the 
Confederacy (UDC) are also 
invited to attend. Mr. Will Reed 
will continue with Part 3 of his 
series on “Confederate Small 
Arms”. If Montgomery Coun-
ty Public Schools are closed on 
Tuesday or Wednesday of this 
week due to weather, the meet-
ing is cancelled. For further in-
formation, please call 540-320-
4315 or 540-239-9864.

ONGOING

Heritage Cares Food still 
distributing food

Heritage Cares Food Pan-
try at Heritage Church is still 
distributing food on Thurs-
days from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The 
church is located a half-mile 
past the New River Valley Air-
port on Route 100 North of 
Dublin.

PULSE School board Ok’s HVAC improvements, new windows
Pulaski County Public Schools

In a Special Called Meeting 
of the Pulaski County School 
Board Monday, Feb. 21, the 
board voted to approve a motion 
to accept the bid for the Pulaski 
County Public Schools HVAC 
Improvements and Window Re-
placement Project.

The project will involve work 
at four different schools in the 
county. The first will be at Dub-
lin Elementary School. This 
project consists of installing air 

conditioning in the existing gym, 
cafeteria, kitchen and guidance 
offices. The existing windows 
of the original portions of the 
building will also be replaced.

Work at Pulaski County High 
School will involve installing air 
conditioning the existing gym 
and the existing art rooms.

Work at Critzer Elementary 
School will consist of replacing 
the rooftop unit at the cafeteria.

The work at Snowville El-
ementary School will involve 
replacing the rooftop unit at the 

cafeteria.

The motion passed Monday 
was to award the bid to G&H 
Contracting, Inc, for the lump 
sum price of $3,094,000.00.  The 
money to pay for this project 
are being funded by means of a 
grant provided to Pulaski Coun-
ty Public Schools from the Ele-
mentary and Secondary School 
Emergency Relief Fund (ESSER 
II) pursuant to the Coronavirus 
Response and Relief Supple-
mental Appropriations Act, 2021 

Public Law 116-260, enacted on 
December 27, 2020 (CRRSA). 
The bidder will be required to 
comply with all federal require-
ments relating to use of ESSER 
II funding, including but not lim-
ited to payment of local prevail-
ing wages in accordance with the 
Davis-Bacon Act, as amended 
(40 U.S.C. 3141-3148).

Work on the project is ex-
pected to begin immediately af-
ter school ends for the 2021-22 
school year, with completion as 
soon as possible.
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400 N. Washington Ave., Pulaski • 540-980-4060
100 W. Buck Ave., Rural Retreat • 276-250-2160

180 Broad Street, Dublin • 540-518-7088

GET YOUR

COVID BOOSTER!
Visit Our Website www.MartinsRX.com

To Schedule Your Fall Booster Shots

Scheduling Now At All Three Locations:

PET OF THE WEEKPET OF THE WEEK

Pulaski County Animal Control, 
80 Dublin Park Rd.

Dublin, VA 24084,  540-674-8359

Pet of the Week
Is Sponsored Each 

Week By
Todd Bruce, Mgr. 
Seagle Funeral 

Home

Monday-Friday 
10AM-4PM and 10AM-12Noon on Saturday

Meet Edson!  This young boy 
is here at the shelter awaiting 
adoption.  He will still need to 
be neutered and receive his 
Rabie Vaccine.  He has not 
been tested with other dogs 
or cats yet but can definitely 
be done.
 If you are interested in any of 
the animals here at the shelter, 
please submit an adoption 
application located on our 
Facebook Page  Pulaski 
County VA Animal Control. 
Once approved, you can 
spend some time with her in 
our meet & greet room.
Once approved, you can 
spend some time with her in 
our meet & greet room.

Tuesday’s contest was close 
throughout, but the Lady Cougars 
were able to build leads of eight 
points twice before the fourth 
quarter run. 

Just after halftime, the Lady Li-
ons scored to tie things at 35. But 
Paige Huff hit two “threes” in a 
row from the right side, and Ally 
Fleenor scored a layup off a fast 
break to put Pulaski County back 
up, 43-35.

Louisa scored on three consec-
utive trips down the floor to again 
cut the PCHS lead at 43-41.

Just as before, the Lady Cou-
gars would build back the lead by 
hitting two more buckets to end 
the third quarter up, 49-43.

In the fourth, Pulaski County 
went up by nine, 52-43 off another 
Huff “three,” before Louisa again 
rallied to cut the lead to four at 52-
48 with 3:45 to go.

That’s when the Lady Cougars 
put the game away.

Pulaski County scored on five 
consecutive trips down the floor 
on a 10-0 run fueled by two buck-
ets by Fleenor, two more by Kes-
lyn Secrist and another by Huff to 
take a 62-48 lead.

The Lady Cougars’ scrappy 
defense limited Louisa to just 
one point over the last 3:45 of the 
game to seal the win.

Pulaski County was led in scor-
ing by Secrist, River Ridge Dis-
trict Player of the Year, with 21 
points. 

“This feels really good since 
they got us in the state champion-
ship last year,” Secrist said. “Get-
ting them back is really good. I 
thought we came out hard and 
gave the effort we needed to and 
pulled out the win.”

Huff scored 17 and Fleenor 
added 16 for Pulaski County. 
Other scoring came from Hannah 
Keefer, 4; Jaden Lawson, 3, and 
Tori Vest, 2.

George Stanley, Athletic Direc-
tor at Louisa County sent words 
of praise to Pulaski County Ath-
letic Director Scott Vest about the 
Lady Cougars.

 “Congratulations to Pulaski 
girls basketball for beating Louisa 
63-49 in Louisa tonight in front of 
one of the best atmospheres I’ve 
seen for a high school basketball 
game in some time. Pulaski was 
well coached and the players were 
all about sportsmanship and shot 
the lights out tonight. Great job, 
Scott. Congratulations and good 
luck in the Region championship/
state tournament.”

Both Pulaski County and Glass 
have now qualified for spots in 
the state Class 4 tournament to be 
held March 4-5.

The winner Friday night be-
tween PCHS and Glass will face 
either Millbrook or Sherando 
from Region C in the first round 
of the state tournament.

Teams making it through the 
first round will face-off in the 
state sem-finals March 7-8, and 
the State Championship will be 
decided March 10 at 12:30 p.m. at 
Virginia Commonwealth Univer-
sity’s Siegel Center in Richmond.

Continued from Page B1

Cougars

Brian Bishop/The Patriot
Ally Fleenor goes up for two of her 16 points against Louisa 
County’s Lady Lions.

Brian Bishop/The Patriot
Keslyn Secrist heads up court on a fast break.

Brian Bishop/The Patriot
Paige Huff takes aim at one of her five three-point field goals in 
the game.
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Choosing an executor 
vital part of estate
planning process

Dear Dave,
What exactly is an executor, and 

what part do they play in someone’s 
will?

Gabe
Dear Gabe,
Simply put, an executor manages 

the last will and testament of some-
one who dies. Acting as an executor 
is an honor and a huge responsibility. 
As the designated representative of 
the deceased, executors are respon-
sible for making sure the deceased’s 
assets are distributed according to 
the will. Executors deal with probate 
court, tell everyone who needs to 
know about the death, pay outstand-
ing debt, distribute assets, and gen-
erally represent the deceased person 
whenever needed.

Think of someone you know who 
is trustworthy, conscientious and 
good at talking to people. This per-
son also needs to be mature, capable 
of handling life events with a level 
head and have an honest heart. You 
need to think about where your po-
tential executor lives, too, because 
they could end up spending a lot of 
time working with the courts in your 
area. If you already have someone in 
mind who has all the right personal 
qualities, but lives out of state, re-
search your state’s requirements for 
an executor’s location. Virtual meet-
ings could be a possibility. 

The amount of time needed for an 

executor to handle your affairs when 
you’re gone could be enormous. De-
pending on the complexity of your 
estate, it could take months—or even 
years. Once you settle on someone as 
executor, be honest with them about 
all the responsibilities that come with 
the job. And if you’re unable to find 
someone appropriate, you can always 
hire a professional executor.

Great question!
— Dave

 Dear Dave,
What is the best way to invest a 

one-time lump sum of $2,500? My 
plan is to leave the money alone and 
let it grow for a long time.

Karole
Dear Karole,
Some people play single stocks on 

one-time investments like this, but I 
don’t like that idea. Single stock in-
vestments don’t consistently generate 
the kind of returns over long periods 
of time that a good mutual fund will. 
Why sell yourself short?

When it comes to investing, I con-
sider 10 years or more to be a long 
time. That being the case, I’d suggest 
a growth stock or growth and income 
mutual fund with a solid track record 
of 10 to 20 years.

I hope this helps!
— Dave

   *Dave Ramsey is a seven-time 
#1 national best-selling author, per-
sonal finance expert, and host of 
The Ramsey Show, heard by more 
than 18 million listeners each week. 
He has appeared on Good Morn-
ing America, CBS This Morning, 
Today Show, Fox News, CNN, Fox 
Business, and many more. Since 
1992, Dave has helped people re-
gain control of their money, build 
wealth and enhance their lives. He 
also serves as CEO for Ramsey 
Solutions.

Miss An 
Issue?

See it online at 
www.pcpatriot.com

Click on 
‘View The Paper’

And Select the 
Date.

from San Joaquin Delta College 
in California. Tomczak was draft-
ed by the Arizona Diamondbacks 
in the 26th round of the 2019 Ma-
jor League Baseball draft.

There are three catchers on the 
roster, eight infielders and six out-
fielders.

Among the infielders is another 
Virginia native, Owen DeShazo 
from Glen Allen – a Boston Col-
lege commit.

Seventeen different NCAA Di-
vision 1 schools are represented 
on the River Turtles’ roster, in-
cluding NCAA champions Vir-
ginia (2015), Vanderbilt (2014 and 
19) and Mississippi State (2021).

Four members of the 2021 Riv-
er Turtles are returning: catchers 
Ryan Johnson and Irvin Esco-

bar, and pitchers Lucas Reed and 
Crayton Burnett. Johnson and 
Reed were 2021 Appalachian 
League All-Star selections.

Outfielders Rodney Green, 
Jr. (Cal) and Michael Bolton, Jr. 
(Purdue) are among the Appala-
chian League’s top future draft 
prospects, noted Pulaski General 
Manager J.W. Martin.

Last year’s River Turtles fin-
ished the Appalachian League 
season with a 32-23 record, fall-
ing in the championship game to 
Greeneville, 9-8 on a walk-off 
two-run double in the bottom of 
the ninth inning.

Clark Crist will return as Pulas-
ki’s manager again in 2022.

“I look forward to working 
with all of these young play-
ers,” Crist said. “We have a great 
group coming to Pulaski from all 
over the country; it’s a great col-
lection of talent. We’re ready to 
get to work.”

The River Turtles open the 
2022 season June 2 at home 
against Burlington.

“We are very excited about 
our potential this season,” stat-
ed Martin. “All the credit goes 
to Clark Crist. The Appalachian 
League gave clubs more involve-
ment in the player selection pro-
cess this offseason, and his hard 
work is reflected in the outstand-
ing roster we’re constructed.” 

Continued from Page B1

Roster


