
Locally Owned And Operated

Distributed FREE On Fridays For 13 Years

Valley Staffing Inc.Valley Staffing Inc.
Wright Ave., Dublin, Va.Wright Ave., Dublin, Va.

540-674-3103 540-674-3103     
EEO  Apply Today At www.valleystaffingjobs.com  DRUG FREE

IM M EDI ATE OPENINGSIM M EDI ATE OPENINGS
Skilled and Unskilled • All ShiftsSkilled and Unskilled • All Shifts

Pulaski, Wythe, Giles, Montgomery, Carroll Pulaski, Wythe, Giles, Montgomery, Carroll 
Counties and RadfordCounties and Radford

Area Companies 

Will Hire You As 

Entry Level And 

Train You To Learn 

A Skill

Unskilled Jobs 

Paying As High 

As $15 Per Hour; 

Skilled Jobs 

Paying Up To 

$20 Per Hour 

Pay Is Higher Than 

Ever And Many 

Jobs Come With 

Sign-on 

Bonuses!

S
O

M
E

T
H

IN
G

 T
O

 S
E

L
L

?

W
e'

v
e 

G
o
t 

F
R

E
E

 C
la

ss
ifi

ed
s

C
a

ll
 5

4
0

-8
0

8
-3

9
4
9

Celebrating 141 
years of service, 
and family owned.

Traditional services 
with traditional 
values.

Accepting 
pre-arrangements 
from other
 funeral homes.

Financing for 
funerals available

415 N. Jefferson Avenue • Pulaski, Va., 24301
S. Todd Bruce, Manager/Owner

540-980-1700

www.pcpatriot .comMarch 4, 2022

WEEKEND WEATHER

Saturday Sunday
Partly sunny, with a high near 
73.

Sunday - Night Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 55.

Partly sunny, with a high near 
66.

Saturday Night - Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 51.

DON’T WAIT to LOSE WEIGHT!

540-629-3751 

Rt. 100 at 453 Cleburne Boulevard, Dublin

https://nrvmedicalweightloss.com/

NRV Medical Weight Loss helps patients form 

healthy lifestyles by providing comprehensive and 

individualized weight loss treatments. We also focus 

on the overall wellness of patients through a variety 

of modailities including hormone replacement 

therapy and immune boosting supplements.

GO LADY COUGARS!GO LADY COUGARS!

Brian Bishop/The Patriot
Pulaski County Begins Quest For State Title

The Pulaski County Lady Cougars begin play in the Virginia High School League Class 4 State Tourna-
ment this evening at Pulaski County High School. The Lady Cougars host the Sherando High Warriors at 
6 p.m. in the Cougar Den. ALL tickets will be sold online through the school specific link. 
https://gofan.co/app/events/529674 and use the school code: 8L6H4  See more inside on page B1.

Town, County, PSA agree
to extend garbage bill talks
By MIKE WILLIAMS
The Patriot

The Town of Pulaski, Pulaski 
County and the Public Service 
Authority have agreed to con-
tinue discussions on a planned 
termination by the town of col-
lecting garbage bill payments for 
the PSA.

A new modification agree-
ment, approved first by the PSA 
and this week by both the county 
Board of Supervisors and Pulas-
ki Town Council, calls for a con-
tinuation of the present refuse 
agreement – that dates back to 
1986 – between the three gov-
ernments, as well as a billing 
agreement between the PSA and 

the town.
The town has collected the 

PSA’s garbage payments from 
town residents since 2002.

The new agreement extends 
the time for cancellation by the 
town until Sept. 30 to allow for 
“continued communication” on 
the issue.

Talks between the town and 
the PSA have been ongoing since 
last fall over issues the town has 
in collecting the payments from 
town residents for the PSA.

Recently the town notified the 
PSA that it would no longer col-
lect the payments as of June 1.

In letters and meetings be-
tween town and PSA officials, 
the town has expressed concerns 

over the time and energy it takes 
town employees to collect the 
bills.

“Citizens have grown increas-
ingly vocal about not getting re-
sponses from the PSA and they 
call us because they pay us for 
garbage,” Town Manager Dar-
lene Burcham said after a recent 
town council meeting.

“It’s created a workload for the 
staff in addition to billing – an-
swering and responding to those 
questions. It’s difficult to explain 
to some people if they want to 
come in and just pay their wa-
ter and sewer bill, that they have 
to pay the whole bill in order to 

See GARBAGE, page A2
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62 E. Main Street, Pulaski • 980-5129
Monday-Tuesday, 8 a.m.-9 p.m.

Wednesday-Thursday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Friday, 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

PULASKI FAMILY 
DENTISTRY

Dr. Cindy Southern says,
“Be true to your teeth,

or they’ll be false to you!”

have it (water) reconnected. The 
agreement, which was discussed 
by council, required a 90-day 
notice, we gave considerably 
more than that.

“We field questions all the 
time. Why hasn’t my garbage 
been collected? We think we 
need to be held responsible for 
what we are responsible for, and 
garbage is not one of those deci-
sions. We just think it is a better 
situation if they are responsible 
for the bill collection,” she con-
tinued.

Burcham acknowledged the 
town collecting the garbage bill 
makes it easier for the PSA.

“It makes it easier for them on 
the collection side and the ac-
countability side. I hope people 
also understand our reasons for 
feeling like it should be placed 
with the entity that is responsi-
ble,” she said.

Burcham stated in one letter, 
“the 5 percent rebate for collec-
tion services for the PSA does 
not begin to cover the number 
of hours that staff take trying to 
respond to questions regarding 
trash collection, the PSA holiday 
schedule, complaints over no re-
turn calls, in addition to being 
blamed for increases over which 
we have no control.”

She said collecting the PSA 
fees puts the town in an uncom-
fortable role that often times 
“shields the PSA from criticism.”

At a recent meeting of coun-
cil, PSA Director Jared Linkous 
asked council to “please recon-
sider” the action.

Linkous explained the PSA’s 
possible difficulties collecting 
from some rental customers 
should the town end the agree-
ment. 

“Collection efforts for PSA 

Continued from Page A1

Garbage
garbage bills is successful be-
cause of the town’s ability to cut 
off water service for nonpayment 
of the bill. Without that it could 
be difficult,” he said, because 
town customers must pay the en-
tire bill, including the garbage 
portion.

“Without that we would have to 
take measures to determine who 
is paying and who is not,” Link-
ous said, noting that typically 
that means issuing waste cans to 
customers, which he said would 
drive up costs for everyone.

Linkous warned of negative 
impacts for the town and PSA if 
there is a change in billing.

“At the end of day, it is going 
to be negative impacts to PSA, to 
town customers, through rate in-
creases and reduced service and 
we fill like there will be negative 
impacts for town staff receiving 
complaints from folks who ar-
en’t getting trash picked up for 
non-payment. The town won’t 
get $42,000 for billing services. 
It really feels like a lose-lose for 
everyone involved.

“We’d just ask again that you 
please, please reconsider termi-
nation of the contract,” Linkous 
said.

During the public comment 
period of Tuesday’s meeting of 
Pulaski Town Council, town res-
ident Terrie Sternberg addressed 
council over her concerns if the 
town cancels the billing agree-
ment with the PSA.

She said she fears the “unin-
tended consequences” that may 
be caused by the termination.

Vice Mayor Brooks Dawson 
assured Sternberg the town is 
“doing its due diligence” on the 
issue, and assured her the town 
“won’t go through this process 
with blind action.”

Coble named as new 
HR Director for PCPS
From Pulaski County 
Public Schools

Pulaski County Public Schools 
is pleased to announce the hiring 
of Mrs. Ashley Coble for the posi-
tion of Human Resources Direc-
tor. 

Mrs. Coble brings almost a de-
cade of experience in the HR field 
to the job, most recently serving 
as the Human Resources Manag-
er at InMotion US LLC in Blacks-
burg. 

She is an alumnus of the PCHS 
Class of 1994. After high school, 
Mrs. Coble attended New Riv-
er Community College, where 
she received her A.A.S. in Small 
Business Management and then 
Marketing. She received her B.S. 
from Liberty University in Busi-
ness Administration: Marketing. 
She has also received OSHA Gen-
eral Industry Training and has 
completed multiple online train-
ing courses.

During her career, Mrs. Coble 
has assisted her employers in in-
creasing business through mar-
keting, creating and sustaining 
relationships, and providing re-
liable associates. She has served 
as a primary trainer, upgraded 
recruiting processes, and worked 
with other company leadership to 
create a culture that built stability 
in those workplaces and reduced 
turnover.

Mrs. Coble is a resident of Pu-
laski County. She is married to 
Cam Coble, also a PCHS grad-
uate. The couple has two sons, 
Zane and Seth.

“I am excited to have this op-

portunity to give back and serve 
the community I call home,” 
Mrs. Coble said. 

Mrs. Coble will begin her new 
position Monday, March 14, 
2022.

Ashley Coble

Ninth District Traveling Staff Office Hours
Congressman Griffith’s Ninth 

District STAFF will be available 
at the following locations during 
the month of March. Traveling 
office hours follow the status of 
local government offices, which 
vary across the 22 counties and 
seven independent cities of the 
Ninth District.  

In the event of inclement 
weather (heavy snow, sleet, icy 
rain, etc.), traveling office hours 
may be rescheduled to avoid 
putting constituents at risk. If 
a County’s or City’s schools are 
closed, then its office hours will 
be closed as well. Please con-
tact the Christiansburg Office at 
540-381-5671 or the Abingdon 
Office at 276-525-1405 with any 
questions or to schedule an ap-
pointment time in the event of 
office hour closure.

 
March 10, 2022
Giles County: 9:00 am – 10:30 

am
Town of Pearisburg Offices
Council Chambers

112 Tazewell Street
Pearisburg, VA 24134
 
Wythe County: 10:00 am – 

11:30 am
Wythe County Sheriff’s Office
Conference Room
245 South 4th Street
Wytheville, VA 24382
 
Radford: 12:30 pm – 2:00 pm
Radford Recreation Building
200 George Street
Radford, VA 24141
 
Pulaski County: 2:30 pm – 

4:00pm 

Pulaski County Library
60 3rd Street NW
Pulaski, VA 24301
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LONA SADLER HARRELL 
Lona Sadler Harrell, age 68 

of Dublin passed away Tuesday, 
March 1, 2022 at her home. Born 
March 21, 1953 in Giles County 
she was the daughter of the late 
Walter & Sylvia Sadler. She was 
also preceded in death by her 
husband, David Harrell, son, 
Walter Johnson, and sisters, Julie 
Ogle, Clesta Riddle and Lucille 
Gravley.

She is survived by her 
Sons – Daniel (Patty) Johnson, 

William Johnson, Michael John-
son, David Alexander Johnson & 
Danyel Dowdy.

Grandchildren – Brittany (J.P.) 
Croteau, Hunter Johnson, Chase 
Johnson

Great Granddaughters – Axton 
& Lilly

Brother – David Sadler
Sisters – Mary Stephens, Glo-

ria Lovern
Numerous nieces and nephews
The family will hold a private 

memorial service at a later date. 
To sign Lona’s online guestbook, 
visit www.bowerfuneralhome.
com

Bower Funeral Homes, Pulas-
ki is handling the arrangements 
for the family

BURLEY WAYNE HENLEY 
Burley Wayne Henley, age 74 

of Pulaski passed away Tuesday, 
March 1, 2022 at the Highland 
Ridge Rehabilitation Center, 
Dublin. Born February 5, 1948 in 
Wythe County, Virginia he was 
the son of the late Burley & Ole-
ta Marshall Henley. He was also 
preceded in death by his broth-
ers, Elga Henley, Michael Hen-
ley, sisters, Bonnie Faye Smith, 
Gertrude Hodge, sister-in-law, 
Elizabeth Anderson and brother-
in-law, Theodore Hoback.

He is survived by his
 Wife of 54 years – Shirley Di-

anne Henley – Pulaski and their 
very special pet, Joy Anna (JoJo)

Children – Terry Wayne Hen-
ley – Hiwassee, Teresa Ann (Bri-
an) Urie – Hiwassee, Lisa Rena 
(Deanna) Henley-Daniel – Hi-
wassee

Grandchildren – Christopher 
Wayne Henley – Radford, Crystal 
Dawn Freeman & Marc Anthony 
Taylor – Blacksburg, Bryan (Am-
ber) Daniel – Wytheville

Great Grandchildren – Josh-
ua Whitaker, Kayleigh Freeman, 
Jaxon Taylor, Declan Taylor, Mor-
gan Taylor, Tristan Taylor

Brother – Vernon Henley – Hi-
wassee

Sister-in-law – Kathy Donithan 
– Christiansburg

Many Nieces and nephews
Memorial services will be held 

6:00 PM – Wednesday, March 9, 
2022 at the Bower Funeral Home 
Chapel, Pulaski with Rev. John 
O’Donnell officiating.

Visitation will be Wednesday 
from 5:00 to 6:00 PM at the Bow-
er Funeral Home, Pulaski.

In lieu of flowers, the family 
suggests donations may be sent to 
the St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital.

To sign Burley’s online guest-
book, visit www.bowerfuneral-
home.com

Bower Funeral Homes, Pulaski 
is handling the arrangements for 
the family.

DARLE EUGENE HITE 
Darle Eugene Hite, age 94 of 

Max Meadows passed away Tues-
day, March 1, 2022 at the Waddell 
Nursing & Rehabilitation Center, 
Galax. Born February 27, 1928 
in Virginia he was the son of the 
late Guy & Zella Hedge Hite. He 
was also preceded in death by his 
wife, Mollie Ann Carper Hite, sis-
ters, India Hite, Bonnie Price and 
brothers, Merle & Donald Hite.

Darle was a retired veteran 
of the United States Army, who 
served his country in WWII, Ko-
rea and Vietnam. He was a long- 
time member of the Morgan’s 
Chapel UMC, New River.

He is survived by his  
Children
Donna (Stuart) Winans – Max 

Meadows
Michael (Debra) Eugene Hite – 

Max Meadows
Grandchildren
Gail (Scotty) Roth, Michelle 

(John) Long, Michaella (Corey) 
Gravely, James Hite, Brian Tor-
rance and William Torrance, Wil-
liam, Jonathan and Daniel Attkis-
son

Great Grandchildren – Kaely, 
Camden, Bryson, & Pierce

Great Great Grandchildren – 
Dallen, Daxen and Davren

Funeral services will be held 
1:00 PM – Friday, March 4, 2022 
at the Bower Funeral Home-Chap-
el, Pulaski with Pastor Darlene 
Marshall officiating. Interment 
will follow at the Southwest Vir-
ginia Veterans Cemetery, Dublin 
where he will receive full military 
honors.

In lieu of flowers, the family 
suggests donations to your favor-
ite charity.

The family will receive friends 
one hour before service time Fri-
day at the Funeral Home.

To sign Darle’s online guest-
book, visit www.bowerfuneral-
home.com

Bower Funeral Homes-Pulaski 
is handling the arrangements for 
the family.

HALLIE MAE CARLTON 
FRENCH 

Hallie Mae Carlton French, 
age 91 of Pulaski, died Tuesday, 
March 1, 2022 at Pulaski Health 
and Rehabilitation Center.  She 
was born in Pulaski on August 18, 
1930, and was the daughter of the 
late Olive Maude Quesenberry 
Carlton and the late Beverly Da-
vid Carlton, Sr. Hallie worked for 
many years Jefferson Mills and 
later enjoyed the nursing profes-
sion, while working at the former 
Pulaski Retirement Center.

In addition to her parents, she 
was preceded in death by her hus-
band:  Samuel Jackson French, 
Sr.:  son; Ervin Wayne Smith:  
brother Beverly David Carlton, 
Jr.:  sisters; Evelyn Nellie Carlton 
DeHart, Hazel “Ruth” Spears.

She is survived by three sons:  
Samuel Jackson French, Jr. of Pu-
laski, Terry Anthony French of 
Pulaski, and Jerry Duane (Tre-
assa Mitchell) French of Pulaski:  
daughter; Joan Thomas of Pu-
laski:  brother; Franklin “Scut-
ter” Carlton of Draper:  Sister; 
and Etta Lee Carlton Rossman 
of Rockville, VA.  Hallie is also 
survived by many grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren and many 
nieces and nephews.

Funeral Services were held 
Thursday, March 3, 2022 at Sea-
gle Funeral.  Interment followed 
in Highland Memory Gardens.  

Flowers are appreciated, but for 
those who wish, may make me-
morial contributions to the local 
charity of your choice or to the 
American Cancer Society.

Online condolences may be 
sent to the family by visiting 
www.seaglefuneralhome.com  
Arrangements by Seagle Funeral 
Home, Pulaski.  540-980-1700

GERTRUDE (TRUDY) 
FRIEND JACKSON 

Gertrude (Trudy) Friend Jack-
son, age 90 of Pulaski, died Sat-
urday, February 26, 2022 at En-
glish Meadows Assisted Living 
in Blacksburg.  She was born 
on November 20, 1931 in Max 
Meadows, and was the daughter 
of the late Nellie Orene Jackson 
Friend and the late Basil Mozelle 
Friend.

Trudy had been employed in 
the 1960’s at Dublin Garment 
Company.  Her greatest love was 
growing herbs and flowers.  She 
was very knowledgeable of the 
many uses of herbs from cook-
ing to medicinal uses and she 
traveled the area giving talks to 
garden clubs and church groups.  
She was most known for her filet 
crochet lace – or spiderweb lace 
and she made beautiful pillow 
case edges, window hangings, 
and bed skirts with thread as tiny 
as sewing thread.  She always 
got up early and worked hard all 
day.  I will always remember her 
smile, her wisdom, her love for 
little animals, and her cooking!  
I love you mom, miss you!  Lesa

In addition to her parents, she 
was preceded in death by her 
son;  Michael Wayne Jackson, 
and a grandson; Jonathan Kyle 
Jackson.

She is survived by her chil-
dren;  John H. Jackson, III, of 
Claytor Lake, Deborah S. Jack-
son of North Carolina, Lesa Jack-
son Edwards of Claytor Lake:  
Brother; Robert Terry Friend, 
and sister, Betty Jo Gallagher.  
Grandchildren:  Tim A. (Brandy) 
King, Jr. of NC, Rachael King 
(Willie) DeCarvalho of NY, 
Shaylyn Jackson (Brad) Huff of 
NC, Shane (Jamie) Jackson of 
NC, Michael G. Edwards of VA.  
Eight Great grandchildren, and 
multiple nieces and nephews.

A memorial service will be 
held at a later date.

Online condolences may be 
sent to the family by visiting 
www.seaglefuneralhome.com  
Arrangements by Seagle Funeral 
Home, Pulaski.  540-980-1700

RICHARD GARLAND 
GREGORY 

Richard Garland Gregory, 
68, of Pulaski, passed away on 
Wednesday, February 23, 2022. 
He was born February 25, 1953, 
to the late Charles Alvis Greg-
ory and Ellen Carroll Gregory. 
In addition to his parents, he is 
preceded in death by two sisters; 
Patricia Dawn Gregory of Pulas-
ki and Kennetha Gregory Melton 
of Pulaski; and a brother James 
Alvis Gregory of Pulaski.

Mr. Gregory is survived by his 
sister; Barbara G. Barnett of Co-
lumbus, N.C.; and brothers Carl 
E. Gregory of Pulaski, and Allan 
W. Gregory of Pulaski. Numer-
ous nieces and nephews also sur-
vive.

Richard was a United States 
Marine and served two tours 
during the Vietnam Era. In trib-
ute to his service, military hon-
ors will be performed by VFW 
Post 1184.

Funeral services were held on 
Sunday, February 27, 2022, at 
Norris-Stevens Funeral Home 
with Rev. Jim Linkous officiat-
ing. Burial followed the service 
in Hufford Cemetery, Pulaski, 
VA.

JANET ALTIZER 
SHELTON 

Janet Altizer Shelton, 87, of 
Hiwassee, passed away Saturday, 
February 26, 2022. 

The Shelton family is in the 
care of Mullins Funeral Home 
& Crematory in Radford. www.
mullinsfuneralhome.com.

Miss An 
Issue?
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www.pcpatriot.com
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400 N. Washington Ave., Pulaski • 540-980-4060
100 W. Buck Ave., Rural Retreat • 276-250-2160

180 Broad Street, Dublin • 540-518-7088

GET YOUR

COVID BOOSTER!
Visit Our Website www.MartinsRX.com

To Schedule Your Fall Booster Shots

Scheduling Now At All Three Locations:

Randolph Park Lifeguard – Responsible for the safety of all water park patrons and to enforce and 
adhere to all rules and regulations pertaining to the facility.  Applicant must have a current Lifesaving, 
First aid, and CPR certification and ability to administer aide as necessary.  Duties also include daily 
cleaning and maintenance of the pool, pool deck, all associated equipment, and pool bathhouse which 
includes restrooms, showers, floors, and emptying trash.  Applicant must be enrolled in school, be 
at least 16 years old; however responsible, dependable and trustworthy 15 year olds may also be 
considered.  Pay is established at $13 per hour.

Randolph Park Pool Attendant – Responsible for collecting fees and monitoring patron activity 
associated with the Randolph Park pool facility. Must have an outgoing personality and have the ability 
to be kind, friendly, and courteous to the public.  Duties include collecting and counting pool entry 
fees, frequent cleaning of the bathrooms and surrounding areas, attending to minor injuries, emptying 
trash, and handling general public inquiries.  Applicant must be at least 16 years of age and enrolled in 
school.  Pay is established at $12 per hour.

Randolph Park or Central Youth Center Summer Camp Counselor – Camp Counselors must be 
highly qualified to supervise large groups of children in both an indoor and outdoor setting. Work 
includes ensuring campers safety, conducting activities, collecting camp fees, frequent cleaning of 
camp related areas, attending to minor and major injuries, and handling general inquiries from parents.  
Current enrollment or college graduate applicants are preferred as well as experience working with 
children. Applicant must be at least 16 years of age and enrolled in school.  Pay is established at $12 
per hour.

Aquatics Director - Randolph Park is seeking an Aquatics Director to oversee the park’s pool facility 
for the 2022 summer season.  The successful applicant will be responsible for hiring, training and 
supervision of lifeguards and  pool attendants, operation of pool chemistry and equipment,  ensuring 
compliance with park rules and regulations by pool patrons and maintenance of the entire pool facility.  
The following certifications are required:  Certified Pool Operator (CPO) or a certified Aquatic Facility 
Operator (AFO), First Aid and CPR. Previous management of a pool facility is preferred.  Applicants 
must have completed graduation from high school and be at least 18 years of age.  The pay scale is $16 
to $22 per hour and is commensurate upon education and experience.

Assistant Aquatics Director - Randolph Park is seeking an Assistant Aquatics Director to oversee 
the park’s pool facility for the 2022 summer season.  This includes hiring, training and supervision of 
lifeguards and  pool attendants, operation of pool chemistry and equipment,  ensuring compliance with 
park rules and regulations by pool patrons and maintenance of the entire pool facility.  The following 
certifications are preferred:  Certified Pool Operator (CPO) or a certified Aquatic Facility Operator 
(AFO).  The following certifications are required: First Aid and CPR. Previous management of a pool 
facility is preferred.  Candidates must have completed graduation from high school and be at least 18 
years of age.  The pay scale is $15 to $18 per hour and is commensurate upon education and experience.

Requirements for all positions:

• Criminal background check and drug screen
• Ability to lift minimum of 30 lbs. to a max of 50 lbs.  Water rescues may require more.
• Flexible schedule to work on weekends, mornings, and evenings throughout the summer. 
• Possession of a valid driver’s permit issued by the Commonwealth of Virginia (only exception is 
potential applicant having not yet received driving privileges due to age)

Interested individuals may download an application from www.pulaskicounty.org and submit it to 
Tammy Nichols, Human Resources Director, tnichols@pulaskicounty.org.

Positions are open until filled
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

Pulaski County Parks and 
Recreation

Part-Time Seasonal Positions

CYNTHIA “CINDY” JEAN 
BURTON HARRIS 

Cynthia “Cindy” Jean Bur-
ton Harris, age 52 of Radford 
passed away Sunday, February 
27, 2022 at the Carilion NRV 
Hospital. Born September 11, 
1969 in Christiansburg she was 
the daughter of the late Patricia 
Ann Whitt Cooper. She was also 
preceded in death by her grand-
son, Chance.

She is survived by her
Husband – Dwayne Edward 

Harris
Children – Kristy (Michael) 

Mark, Dara Harris & Travis Re-
ece, Summer (Jacob) Freeman, 
Cody Sawyers

Grandchildren – Isabella, Jer-
imiah, Ayden, Amayiah, Madi-
son, Jaxson and one on the way

Brother – Charlie Cooper & 
Manacca Childress

Three Sisters 
Many Special friends on the 

internet
To sign Cindy’s online guest-

book, visit www.bowerfuneral-
home.com

Bower Funeral Homes, Pulas-
ki is handling the arrangements 
for the family.

ROSE MARY PRESLEY 
Rose Mary Presley, 74, of 

Pearisburg, passed away at Car-
ilion New River Valley Medical 
Center on Tuesday, February 22, 
2022. She retired from Virginia 
Employment Commission after 
37 years of service. Rose Mary 
was preceded in death by her par-
ents, Claude and Bernice Presley; 
a sister, Nancy Presley Watson; 
and a brother, Beverly Presley.

Survivors include her confidant 
and life partner, Shirley Garret-
son; brother and sister-in-law, 
Thomas and Marilyn Presley; 
nephew and his wife, Thom-
as Presley Jr. and Tatum; niece, 
Heather Presley; great-nieces, 
Kara, and Emma; feline compan-
ion, Fancy Pants; special friend, 
Lovern Law; and many other rela-
tives and friends.

The family will receive friends 
from 2 until 3 p.m. on Friday, 
March 4, 2022 at the Mullins Fu-
neral Home in Radford. Funeral 
services will begin at 3 p.m. with 
Rev. Robin Williamson officiat-
ing.

The Presley family is in the 
care of Mullins Funeral Home & 
Crematory in Radford. www.mul-
linsfuneralhome.com

EDWARD EUGENE 
“DOBIE” SHELOR 

Edward Eugene “Dobie” She-
lor, 82, of Draper, passed away 
Monday, February 28, 2022. He 
was a member of Trinity Baptist 
Church in Pulaski. He retired 
from Volvo Trucks after 23 years 
of service and was a meatcutter 
at Garters Food Center and Food 
Fair. Dobie loved restoring, re-
building and then selling old cars 
and from that love of cars, he 
co-founded the NRV Street Rod 
Association. He was a loving 
family man and friend to every-
one he met.

He was preceded in death by 
his parents, Levi and Delsie She-
lor; brother, Vernon Shelor; and 
sister, Kathleen “Kat” Cochran.

Survivors include his wife of 
59 years, Mary “Pete” Burton 
Shelor; daughters and sons-in-
law, Gina and Rick Patton, and 
Kelli and Joe Russell; grandchil-
dren, Kristopher Shelor-Bourne 
(Jennifer), Sara Russell, and 
Emily Russell; great grandchil-
dren, Kayla Jones (Robby) and 
Ali Hodge; lifelong friends, Jack 
and Mary Ellen Byrd; a niece, 2 
nephews, and many other rela-
tives and friends.

The family will receive friends 
from 12 until 2 p.m. on Saturday, 
March 5, 2022 at the Mullins Fu-
neral Home in Radford. Funeral 
services will begin at 2 p.m. with 
Johnny Howlett officiating. In-
terment will follow in Highland 
Memory Gardens in Dublin.

In lieu of flowers, the family 
requests that contributions be 
made to Trinity Baptist Church, 
4008 Robinson Tract Rd., Pulas-
ki, VA 24301

The Shelor family is in the care 
of Mullins Funeral Home & Cre-
matory in Radford. (www.mull-
insfuneralhome.com)

OREL “BUDDY” 
EMMERSON COX 

Orel “Buddy” Emmerson Cox, 
age 78 of Pulaski passed away 
Monday, February 28, 2022 at his 
home. Born June 6, 1943 in Pulas-
ki he was the son of the late Rus-
sell Paul Cox & Nora Agnes Lit-
tle Cox. He was a veteran of the 
United States Army and worked 
in construction as a bricklayer for 
55 years.

He is survived by his 
Wife – Catherine Oliver Cox – 

Pulaski
Daughter – Audra N. Cox – Pu-

laski
Grandchildren – Kirsten Olivia 

Walsh – Pulaski, Austin Z. (Ken-
dra) Cox – Pulaski, Mariah Cox 
– Pulaski, Marissa Cox – Dublin

Great Grandchildren – Landon 
Walsh, Brandon Walsh, Lillian 
Faye “Lilly” Turpin, Clara Cox, 
Alex Cox, Jackson Emmerson 
Cox, Addy Cox

Sisters – Wanda Stoots – Pulas-
ki, Gale Garrett – FL

Funeral services were held 
Thursday, March 3, 2022 at the 
Bower Funeral Home-Chapel, 
Pulaski with Rev. Johnny Howl-
ett & Pastor Teresa Tolbert offi-
ciating. Interment followed at the 
Thornspring UMC Cemetery, Pu-
laski County.

To sign Buddy’s online guest-
book, visit www.bowerfuneral-
home.com

Bower Funeral Homes, Pulaski 
is handling the arrangements for 
the family.

Remember Your 
Cherished

Loved Ones With 
A  

Memoriam 
In

The Patriot.

Call 
540-808-3949.

Deadline Is Noon 
Wednesday.

TOMMY LEE MCPEAK 
Tommy Lee McPeak, 72 died 

on Tuesday, March 1, 2022 at his 
home in Hiwassee.  Tommy was 
a very talented man who could 
fix, repair or build just about any-
thing.  A Jack of many trades.

In heaven, he will be joining 
his parents; Daniel Lee & Mabel 
Hedge McPeak.  He was also pre-
ceded by brothers; Ray, George 
and Jimmy McPeak.

Left to cherish his memory will 
be his loving and supportive wife 
of 51 years; Millie McPeak. His 
one and only daughter; Tammy 
Reeder and her husband Phil.

Tommy is also survived by 2 
grandsons which were the apple 
of his eyes.  Michael Phillippi of 
Gretna and Brady Weaver of Rad-
ford.

Also Surviving Tommy is a 
very special brother in law who 
would assist in making sure that 
he made his doctors appointments 
was Mike Cooper.

A loyal furbaby will also be 
missing Tommy.  His dog Mindy.

Tommy was a member of Max 

Creek Baptist Church.
Visitation will be Saturday Eve-

ning, March 5 from 6:00 to 8:00 at 
Norris Stevens Funeral Home in 
Pulaski.  Funeral services will be 
held on Sunday, March 6, 2022 at 
2:00 in the afternoon at the Max 
Creek Baptist Church with Pastor 
Mike Coleman officiating.  In-

terment will follow in the Max 
Creek Baptist Church Cemetery.

Tommy’s family is being cared 
for by Norris Stevens Funeral 
Home in Pulaski.  

Online condolences can be 
sent by visiting www.stevensfu-
neralhomepulaski.com
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Biden’s unspectacular 
address

By Cal Thomas, 
Tribune Content Agency

When a president’s poll numbers are 
tanking, as the most recent Washington 
Post/ABC News poll shows they are for 
President Biden -- 37 percent approval -- 
he needed to do something spectacular, 
even radical, to keep him from sinking 
further. Unfortunately for Biden and 
his party, he did nothing that is likely 
to stem his free fall. Washington Post 
columnist Henry Olson said Biden’s 
re-hashed agenda is “dead on arrival” in 
Congress.

The opening part of the State of the 
Union address about Ukraine seems to 
have been tacked on to a speech that 
had already been written. The words 
sounded good -- freedom over tyranny 
was one good line -- and the threat to 
go after Russian oligarchs may have ap-
pealed to that other war Democrats love 
to fight (that would be class warfare) 
-- but words are not the kind of weapons 
Ukraine needs right now. Closing U.S. 
airspace to Russian flights is symbolic. 
Closing airspace over Ukraine would 
be substantive, though no one wants a 
confrontation with a nuclear-armed Rus-
sia and a Vladimir Putin who appears to 
some to be increasingly unstable.

The president said he had an agree-
ment with allied countries to release 16 
million barrels of oil. He claimed that 
would help drive down gas prices. He 
said nothing about the oil the U.S. buys 
from Russia, enabling it to underwrite 
the cost of tyranny against Ukraine.

The rest of the speech was pretty 
much boilerplate Democrat talking 
points we’ve heard for years, including 
the familiar charge that corporations and 
“the rich” aren’t paying their “fair share 
in taxes.” Why is it that Democrats nev-
er tell us what that means? The federal 
government takes in record amounts of 
revenue. It’s spending that drives the 
debt. The president claimed he will cut 
the deficit (but not the debt) in half, but 
that is hard to believe in light of his new 
spending proposals.

Perhaps the most laughable part of 
the speech was his promise to “secure 
the border.” Rather than finish build-
ing the wall, he wants to spend more 
on “technology” and give “citizenship 
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to dreamers.” How does that stem the 
tsunami of migrants who have been 
entering the country by the thousands? 
Rewarding people who broke the law to 
get here only encourages more to come. 
It also makes a mockery of immigration 
and other laws the president took an 
oath to enforce.

There was his claim that state gov-
ernments are restricting “voting rights.” 
In fact, some believe they are making it 
easier to vote, but harder to cheat, as the 
saying goes.

Biden tossed in predictable Democrat-
ic themes, such as protecting abortion 
rights, “LGBTQ-plus” rights and “trans-
gender rights.” Nothing about transgen-
der men participating in women’s sports.

He blamed inflation and other eco-
nomic problems on the pandemic, while 
seemingly taking credit for the decline 
in the number of COVID-19 cases and 
deaths.

The president also threw in a pro-
posal to spend more on cancer research 
(something President Obama assigned 
him to do in what was termed a “moon 
shot”), “fund the police, not defund the 
police” and reduce the cost of pre-
scription drugs, which we were told 
Obamacare was supposed to do. Why 
are these problems never solved? An-
swer: because they are not the business 
of government, though Democrats want 
us to believe so. If government could 
fix these problems, would they not have 
been fixed by now given all the rhetoric 
and spending?

These addresses would be much 
shorter if Members of Congress were 
required to remain seated. By my count, 
there were 58 standing ovations (most 
from Democrats). The public might be 
better served and less bored if presidents 
adopted the pre-television-era policy of 
sending their thoughts on the state of the 
union to Congress in writing. Unfor-
tunately, that is as likely to happen as 
politicians balancing the budget.

Readers may email Cal Thomas at 
tcaeditors@tribpub.com. Look for 
Cal Thomas’ latest book “America’s 
Expiration Date: The Fall of Empires 
and Superpowers and the Future of 
the United States” (HarperCollins/
Zondervan).

BLM is a 
Political, 
Moral and 
Policy 
Disaster

See LOWRY, page A7

The Democratic party is 
finally realizing its vulnerability 
on culture issues, and perhaps 
no group better exemplifies 
the problem than Black Lives 
Matter.

The group’s eponymous slo-
gan swept all before it in recent 
years. It was repeated by Dem-
ocrats around the country. Cor-
porate leaders paid obeisance to 
it. Sports leagues displayed it. 
Such was its totemic power that 
a more inclusive version of the 
three words -- all lives matter 
-- was considered a dangerous 
heresy. 

The BLM agenda on criminal 
justice -- based on the idea few-
er criminals should be arrested 
and held in jail -- took hold 
in blue jurisdictions, and the 
slogan “defund the police” got 
traction despite its utter imprac-
ticality and obvious political 
destructiveness.  

Now, it’s obvious how short-
sighted and foolhardy all this 
was. The rise in violent crime 
is a clear and present danger to 
the Democratic majorities in the 
House and Senate, and pro-
gressive prosecutors allied with 
BLM who have pursued soft 
on crimes policies in the midst 
of a crime wave are under fire, 
facing either recalls or heavy 
criticism.

BLM the group is continuing 
to find ways to underline its own 
extremism as it withers under 
scrutiny for its dodgy finances. 

If a right-wing purveyor of 
internet misinformation wanted 
to discredit BLM and its allies, 
he couldn’t do much better 
than concoct a story where a 
disturbed activist attempts to 
shoot and kill a local politician 
and immediately gets bailed out 
by his BLM brethren spouting 
cliched attacks on the criminal 
justice system. 

It’s what happened in Louis-
ville, Kentucky, though. After 
21-year-old Quintez Brown 
allegedly shot at -- and missed 
-- mayoral candidate Craig 
Greenberg, the BLM chapter in 
Louisville quickly posted his 
$100,000 bail. From attempt-
ed murder to walking free a 
couple of days later is quite the 
turnaround. 

The BLM organizer in Louis-
ville, Chanelle Helm, explained 
it was necessary to bail out 
Brown because: “They are 
calling for this individual, this 
young man who needs support 
and help, to be punished to the 
full extent. It is a resounding 
message that people are down 
for the torture that has taken 
place in our jails and prisons.” 

Everyone agrees that Brown 
has mental health problems 
and needs treatment, but given 
the violent act he’s accused of, 
common sense dictates that he 
receives it while confined.

In the wake of George Floyd’s 
death, BLM’s radicalism was 
very good business. The group’s 
co-founder, Patrisse Cullors, 
said the other day that the 
money raised itself, as practi-
cally every entity in America 
that wanted to bolster its “social 
justice” credentials tried to buy 

One Nation
Under God

By Danielle Reid

Exactly What is the 
State of the Union?
Our Founders wisely wrote mea-

sures of accountability into the Con-
stitution for each branch of the newly 
formed government.  In Article II, 
Section 3, Clause 1, it states that the 
President is required to inform Con-
gress about important national issues.  
The Article mandates that the Presi-
dent “…shall from time to time give 
the Congress Information on the State 
of the Union and recommend to their 
Consideration such measures as he 
shall judge necessary and expedient.”

From 1790 to 1946, this message 
was known simply as “the Annual 
Message” but after 1946, it has been 
officially called the “State of the 
Union Address.”  Up until 1934, the 
Annual Message was delivered in 
December, the traditional end of the 
calendar year.  With the ratification 
of the 20th Amendment (January 23, 

1933) the opening of Congress was 
changed from early March to early 
January.  This, of course, affected the 
delivery date of the Annual Message, 
which now is delivered to Congress in 
January or February.

Other changes have been made 
to the State of the Union Address.  
Somehow along the way, the focus 
of the Address changed from an 
administrative, budget and economic 

See NATION, page A7

More Alarming 
News on Inflation

If you’ve bought groceries, paid for gasoline, or 
bought a car, either used or new, in the past year, you 
have likely noticed the presence of inflation.

In January, the Consumer Price Index confirmed 
just how severe the inflationary spiral has been. The 
index rose by 7.5 percent over the preceding year, the 
highest rate of inflation since 1982.

The broad-based surge in prices exacts a heavy 
toll on family budgets. An analysis by Moody’s 
Analytics found that the average U.S. household 
spends $276 more per month than it would have with 
inflation rates more typical in recent history.

Further, 
the study 
highlighted 
where the 
burden of 
inflation 
falls: on the 
middle class. 
For example, 
the surge in 

gas prices – according to AAA at a national average 
of $3.52 compared to $2.54 a year ago and a Virginia 
average of $3.39 compared to $2.43 a year ago on 
February 17 – hits hard. 

So does the rise in used car and truck prices, which 
rose by 40.5 percent over twelve months. Wealthier 
households tend to buy new cars more often. These 
prices rose, too, but by a less severe 12.2 percent.

Like an earthquake, a sharp and sustained rise in 
inflation will have aftershocks. As different indus-
tries take into account the rise in many of the goods 
and services they rely on to provide their goods and 
services, what they provide will go up in price as 
well.

For example, the February 15 Wall Street Journal 
article “Farmers Feel the Squeeze of Inflation” noted 
that the agricultural sector is beset by higher prices 
for pesticides, equipment, fertilizer, and labor. These 
higher prices will drive up food prices. Higher prices 
for foods such as corn and soybeans used for animal 
feed will then further drive up meat prices. As it is, 
beef is already up by 16 percent, pork by 14.1 per-
cent, and chicken by 10.3 percent.

Inflation, the highest rate witnessed in 40 years, is 
here, and it can be devastating. Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine will likely increase inflation over the next 
several months. But the current inflation mostly has 
been caused by Biden’s policies. 

Unfortunately, the Biden Administration has not 
seemed to understand the causes of inflation or how 
to solve the problem. This lack of understanding 
will likely magnify the stress on our economy that 
normally would have occurred as a result of Russia’s 
invasion.

The Biden Administration may try to blame all of 
the inflation on Russia.  But you and I know better.

In fact, it helped cause the problem in the first 
place by driving through big-spending legislation 
that flooded the economy with cash and encouraged 
people not to work. Even liberal economists such as 
Larry Summers, an official in the Clinton and Biden 
Administrations, warned that freely spending federal 
tax dollars would overheat the economy, but their 
warnings went unheeded.

President Biden still deflects, citing supply chain 
disruptions as the primary cause of inflation. 

To be sure, these disruptions are occurring, but 
they are far from the primary culprit. The President’s 
claim was dispensed with in the New York Times 
of all places by Steven Rattner, who served in the 
Obama-Biden Administration. He called President 
Biden’s allegation about supply chains “simplistic 
and misleading” and wrote that the underlying cause 
was an economy overstimulated in part by lavish 
federal spending.

Currently, the so-called “Build Back Better” 
legislation that threatens to spend trillions more is 
dead in the water, but the President and congressio-
nal Democrats are still looking for ways to pass it. If 
they succeed, expect prices to surge even further. A 
good place to start in addressing inflation is to finally 
take Build Back Better off the table.

Further beneficial actions would include ending 
the targeting of domestic energy production and 
stopping the imposition of regulations that impede 
business productivity. This would allow for supply to 
better meet demand.

People may remember some features of 1982 
fondly, such as the movies or music, but it is doubt-
ful anyone fondly remembers its high inflation. 
The Biden Administration must act now to relegate 
skyrocketing inflation to the dustbin of history. Oth-
erwise, the difficulties families will face in budget-
ing and in achieving the American dream are only 
beginning.

If you have questions, concerns, or comments, feel 
free to contact my office. You can call my Abingdon 
office at 276-525-1405, my Christiansburg office at 
540-381-5671, or my Washington office at 202-225-
3861. To reach my office via email, please visit my 
website at www.morgangriffith.house.gov. Also, 
on my website is the latest material from my office, 
including information on votes recently taken on the 
floor of the House of Representatives.
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its way into BLM’s good graces. 
“People have to know we didn’t 
go out and solicit the money,” 
Cullors explained. “This is mon-
ey that came from white guilt, 
white corporation guilt, and they 
just poured money in.”

If that sounds a tad defen-
sive, it’s because BLM raised 
$90 million in 2020 and it’s 
unclear who has stewardship of 
the funds or how they’re being 
spent. BLM has gone from a 
sainted group to one that’s on 
the run. California and Wash-
ington have ordered BLM to 
stop fundraising in those states 
and, in a telling symbolic blow, 
impeccably woke Amazon has 
kicked BLM off its charity plat-
form, AmazonSmile.

Cullors has the explanation 
that you’d except for the new 
focus on BLM’s lack of financial 

controls -- “anti-Black racism.” 
Yes, good accounting is racist, 
now. 

Democrats wonder how they 
can blunt GOP attacks on culture 
issues and believe that if they 
explain their positions better, 
they’ll be fine. But the party is 
positioned so far left that it needs 
bold gestures. If it wanted to send 
an unmistakable signal of change, 
it would denounce the leadership 
of BLM, call for investigations 
into its finances, declare that the 
group’s priorities aren’t those of 
the Democratic Party, and wear 
the ensuing furor from the left as 
a badge of honor.

But Democrats won’t do that 
and can’t do that -- which is why 
they are in such trouble.

Rich Lowry is editor of the 
National Review.

Continued from Page A6

Lowry

report directed to Congress to 
the more modern version of a 
platform for the President to 
address the nation and rally 
support for his agenda.  The 
purpose seems to have been 
transformed from presenting 
facts about the condition of the 
Country and outlining how to 
fix it, to expressing the personal 
opinions of the President. 

Here are some interesting 
facts about the State of the 
Union Address: 

The two most long-winded 
presidential addresses were giv-
en by President “Jimmy” Carter 
33,667 words in 1981 (written); 
and President “Bill” Clinton 
with 9,190 words in 1995 
(spoken).  President Joe Biden’s 
prepared remarks, given on 
Tuesday March 1, 2022 totaled 
6,476 words, taking 1-hour and 
two minutes to deliver. 

Traditionally, one member of 
the President’s Cabinet does not 
attend the State of the Union 
Address.  This is to ensure that 
in case a catastrophe happened 
that injured or incapacitated the 
President, Vice President and 
other Cabinet members, one 
Cabinet member would be left 
behind to take over the duties 
of the Executive Office. 

Technology advancements 
have enhanced the ability of 
the President to address the 
entire nation rather than giving 
the State of the Union Address 
only to Congress.   The first 
radio broadcase of the Address 
was given by President Calvin 
Coolidge in 1923.  The first 
TV broadcast was in 1947 by 

President Harry Truman.  Later 
in 2002, President George W. 
Bush gave the first live Internet 
webcast, and the first high-defi-
nition TV broadcast in 2004.

In January 1790, new-
ly elected President George 
Washington had been in office 
for only one year.  As the first 
President of the United States 
of America, what he presented 
as the nation’s most important 
challenges and his top priorities 
were highly relevant.  These 
priorities were national defense, 
immigration regulation/foreign 
policy, agriculture (agricultur-
al innovations), establishing 
economic stability, education 
(informed citizenry), setting up 
a U.S. Postal service to connect 
the expanding country.

Not surprisingly, his Address 
was the shortest one on record 
with only 1,085 words.  On 
January 8, 1790, Washington 
presented it in person to the 
combined members of the 
House of Representatives (64 
Representatives) and Senate (26 
Senators) in Federal Hall, New 
York City.  At that time, New 
York City was the Capital of 
the nation.  It wasn’t until July 
16, 1790 that Congress declared 
the city of Washington in the 
District of Columbia to be the 
permanent capital of the United 
States.

Here are some excerpts from 
President Washington’s Address. 
He began by acknowledging 
the Constitution of the United 
States, ratified by the 9th state 
on June 21, 1788; and by North 
Carolina on November 21, 
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1789. He then congratulated the 
country on the circumstances 
of its “rising credit and respect-
ability of our Country – the 
general and increasing good will 
towards the Government of the 
Union – and the concord, peace 
and plenty, with which we are 
blessed…Still further to realize 
their expectations, and to secure 
the blessings which a Gracious 
Providence has placed within 
our reach, will in the course of 
the present important Session, 
call for the cool and deliberate 
exertion of your patriotism, 
firmness and wisdom.” 

Washington continued to 
share his wisdom with the 
Congress on several other 
points:  “…To be prepared for 
war is one of the most effectual 
means of preserving peace…A 
free people ought not only to 
be armed but disciplined…the 
terms on which foreigners may 
be admitted to the rights of Cit-
izens, should be speedily ascer-
tained by a uniform rule of natu-
ralization (Legislation passed 
March 26, 1790 and amended 
with stronger requirements on 
January 29, 1795)… Knowledge 
is in every Country the surest 
basis of public happiness…
teaching the people themselves 
to know and to value their own 
rights; to discern and provide 
against invasions of them; to 
distinguish between oppression 
and the necessary exercise of 
lawful authority…and uniting a 
speedy, but temperate vigilence 
against encroachments, with an 
inviolable respect to the laws.”

Washington wrapped up his 
Address by stating: “The wel-
fare of our Country is the great 
object to which our cares and 
efforts ought to be directed…
ensuring to our fellow Citizens 
the blessings, which they have a 
right to expect, from a free, effi-
cient and equal Government.”

This Tuesday, during the 
State of the Union Address, we 
listened to an hour-long empty 
rhetoric teleprompter speech 
that contained no substantial 
facts - but many political prom-
ises.  

If President George Washing-
ton were here today, he might 
have some additional advice:  
KISS – Keep It Simple Stupid.

School board gets good news on capital projects
By MIKE WILLIAMS
The Patriot

The Pulaski County School 
Board heard good news Tuesday 
on needed capital improvement 
projects during its third work ses-
sion on next year’s school budget.

Jess Shull, Director of Trans-
portation and Operations, pre-
sented an overview on the school 
system’s capital improvement 
project list that covers everything 
from parking lot paving to roof 
work.

Shull reported that two of the 
school system’s top 12 projects 
are already underway – replacing 

the main switch gear at the CTE 
building at Pulaski County High 
School and building the welding 
lab, and building the new opera-
tions building at PCHS.

The just completed welding lab 
was officially opened this week 
during a ribbon cutting ceremony.

The switch gear and welding 
lab project cost nearly $864,000, 
while the operations building that 
will house the school system’s 
maintenance department to serve 
all county schools has a $1.67 mil-
lion price tag.

Both projects have been funded 
through the school system’s capi-
tal fund.

Another six projects are to be 
funded by federal ESSER funds. 
In 2021, a third pandemic stim-
ulus bill dubbed the American 
Rescue Plan was signed into law, 
providing public school districts 
across the country a whopping 
$122 billion in Elementary and 
Secondary School Emergency 
Relief (or ESSER III) funds.

“We’re getting more done than 
we could have conceivably done 
without the ESSER funds,” said 
Shull, who noted the school sys-
tem has until September 2024 to 
get the projects done through the 
ESSER fund program.

ESSER funds will provide 

some $4.6 million in capital im-
provement project money.

One of the six projects is al-
ready underway – converting the 
CTE building at the high school 
from electric to gas at a cost of 
nearly $900,000.

Four other projects are in the 
design phase, including replacing 
the roof over the band and choir 
departments at PCHS ($315,000), 
partial replacement of exterior 
doors and hardware at the high 
school ($927,000), replacing the 
entire roof at Critzer Elementa-
ry ($1.6 million), and replacing 
the roof at Snowville Elementary 
($742,000).

An additional project is planned 
to be done with ESSER funds, but 
no work has begun. That includes 
installing a new rooftop HVAC 
unit over the kitchen at PCHS and 
converting it to gas ($165,000).

Shull said the ESSER funds 
“took the pressure off the school 
system’s capital fund.” He recom-
mended to the school board that 
all these projects should be com-
pleted, then re-evaluate a new 
capital improvement project list.

That, he said, would allow time 

for the capital fund to rebound.
Paying for the operations 

building and switch gear/weld-
ing lab projects takes all but 
$264,733 of the school system’s 
capital fund. That “cushion” 
amount will be used for any un-
foreseen breakdowns over the 
coming months.

Chris Stafford, Assistant Su-
perintendent for Finance and 
Business Operations, said more 
funds could be coming to the 
school system in the form of 
state school construction fund-
ing.  Possibly over $2.4 million, 
but no final figure is available yet 
as the General Assembly contin-
ues work on a budget.
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Thank you to all our First Responders
and Front Line Workers.
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Pulaski County Animal Control, 
80 Dublin Park Rd.

Dublin, VA 24084,  540-674-8359

Pet of the Week
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Todd Bruce, Mgr. 
Seagle Funeral 

Home

Monday-Friday 
10AM-4PM and 10AM-12Noon on Saturday

Meet Edson!  This young boy 
is here at the shelter awaiting 
adoption.  He will still need to 
be neutered and receive his 
Rabie Vaccine.  He has not 
been tested with other dogs 
or cats yet but can definitely 
be done.
 If you are interested in any of 
the animals here at the shelter, 
please submit an adoption 
application located on our 
Facebook Page  Pulaski 
County VA Animal Control. 
Once approved, you can 
spend some time with her in 
our meet & greet room.
Once approved, you can 
spend some time with her in 
our meet & greet room.

Pulaski County Schools photo

Senior of the Month at PCHS
Pulaski County High School and Pulaski County Public Schools are pleased to announce our February 
Senior of Month is Anthony Rian Eller.  Anthony is the son of Jonathan Eller and grandson of Joyce 
Eller of Dublin.  Anthony received more nominations than any other student in the history of Senior of 
the Month.  All of his nominators comment on Anthony’s excellent work ethic, great attitude and his 
willingness to help out.  This willingness and drive will often have you seeing Anthony working very 
closely with school security and administration during bus wait by tracking buses as they arrive and 
identifying sub drivers.  He is known by his teachers for being incredibly hardworking and for always 
approaching challenges with a positive outlook.  Anthony shows impeccable manners, never complains 
and has achieved all A’s and B’s throughout high school.   He demonstrates such kindness and always 
makes those around him feel welcome.  He exemplifies all of the traits of Cougar PRIDE every day. 
 
Upon graduation, Anthony aspires to work for the transportation department and hopes to drive a bus in 
the future.

New school chief issues report on ‘divisive concepts’
RICHMOND, Va. (AP) — Re-

publican Virginia Gov. Glenn 
Youngkin’s administration has 
rescinded a series of policies, 
memos and other resources re-
lated to diversity, equity and 
inclusion that it characterized 
as “discriminatory and divisive 
concepts” in the state’s public 
education system. 

In an interim report released  
Friday, Superintendent of Pub-
lic Instruction Jillian Balow 
outlined the initial findings of 
a search for such “divisive con-
cepts,” including critical race 
theory, that Youngkin tasked her 
with as one of his first acts after 
being sworn in as governor. 

The report did not identify 
any instance of the teaching of 
critical race theory in the class-
room. But it pointed to a range 
of Department of Education on-
line materials, memos, a webinar 
and a math pilot program as ex-
amples it had identified and was 
rescinding or evaluating.

Youngkin, who took office 
in mid-January, campaigned 
heavily on education issues and 
specifically on a promise to rid 
Virginia’s schools of critical race 
theory, or CRT, which is a way 
of thinking about America’s his-

tory through the lens of racism. 
It centers on the idea that racism 
is systemic in the nation’s insti-
tutions and that they function to 
maintain the dominance of white 
people in society.

He called Friday’s report “the 
first step in improving Virginia’s 
education system, restoring high 
academic expectations, equipping 
our future generation to be career 
or college ready, and providing 
equal opportunities for all Virgin-
ia students.”

Democrats have long argued 
that CRT is not taught in K-12 
schools and that the term has been 
weaponized by Republicans who 
object more broadly to other di-
versity or curriculum reform ini-
tiatives. They unleashed on Youn-
gkin Friday. 

Eileen Filler-Corn, the House 
minority leader, said the gover-
nor was “embracing a bizarre 
far-right agenda” and engaging in 
“race-based witch hunts designed 
to intimidate educators and cen-
sor our history.”

Democratic Party of Virgin-
ia Chairwoman Susan Swecker 
said the report “launches a new 
chapter in Gov. Youngkin’s rac-
ist agenda to whitewash Virgin-
ia’s history and attempt to cover 

up the existence of racism in our 
commonwealth and nation.”

Elicia Brand, a Loudoun Coun-
ty mother and co-founder of the 
Army of Parents activist group, 
welcomed the report, which she 
said shows that Youngkin is keep-
ing his promises to parents like 
her who are concerned about 
CRT.

In a letter at the start of the 
report, Balow wrote that it con-
tained just a “sampling of critical 
race theory-based materials.”

“However, the concepts have 
become widespread in the Vir-
ginia Department of Education 
(VDOE) and in Virginia school 
divisions and we will need to 
proactively review policies, prac-
tices, and pedagogies around the 
state to uphold the Civil Rights 
Act and comport with Executive 
Order One,” she said. 

One of the priorities Balow’s 
report said had been rescinded 
or would be evaluated was a De-
partment of Education initiative 
called EdEquityVA. A descrip-
tion still available late Friday 
afternoon on the department’s 
website described the initiative 
as the “combined efforts to ad-
vance education equity, eliminate 
achievement gaps and increase 

opportunity, and decrease dispro-
portionality in student outcomes.”

Balow wrote that numerous re-
sources within EdEquityVA “em-
ploy the concept that current dis-
crimination is needed to address 
past discrimination. (Treating 
people differently based on skin 
color to remedy old/previous dis-
crimination.)”

Another initiative highlight-
ed in the report was the Virginia 
Math Pathways Initiative, which 
Youngkin had already rescinded 
by executive order.

The program sought to mod-
ernize how math is taught. Critics 
linked it to critical race theory, 
though, because early versions 
of the initiative included some 
discussion of eliminating options 
for grade schoolers and middle 
schoolers to take highly advanced 
math. Reformers have been criti-
cal of accelerated math pathways 
in part because they believe chil-
dren don’t thoroughly master the 
material if they move at too fast of 
a pace, and because they believe 
it creates inequities as students 
of color have historically had less 
opportunity to participate.

Brand, the Loudoun activist, 
said she was particularly pleased 
to see the Math Pathways Initia-

tive scrapped. She said it’s false 
progress for a program to pur-
port to eliminate an achievement 
gap by simply holding back 
high-achieving students.

“That’s discrimination,” she 
said. “What they should be do-
ing is lifting up all students.”

The 19-page report was over-
due. Youngkin’s executive order 
asked for it 30 days after Jan. 15. 

The Associated Press filed a 
Freedom of Information Act re-
quest for the document and was 
told late Thursday afternoon by 
an Education Department offi-
cial that it was “still currently 
being developed.” The report 
was dated Wednesday. 

Under Youngkin’s executive 
order, another report is due in 
about two months identifying 
any “necessary executive and 
legislative actions needed to end 
use of all inherently divisive 
concepts in public education.”

The Democrat-controlled 
state Senate has not looked fa-
vorably upon much of Youn-
gkin’s education agenda during 
the ongoing legislative session, 
and among the measures the 
chamber has killed  was one 
aimed at critical race theory.

Pulaski County 
Schools working 
toward return 
to normal
Pulaski County Schools

 
Pulaski County Public Schools 

Tuesday announced to staff and 
faculty a list of measures that will 
be implemented concerning oper-
ations and procedures surround-
ing COVID-19. These measures, 
based off recommendations from 
the CDC and VDH, go into effect 
immediately.

 “We’re pleased to be able to 
make these changes as we contin-
ue to move back to a more normal 
lifestyle after the many months of 
living under COVID,” Superin-
tendent of Pulaski County Public 
Schools Dr. Kevin Siers said. “Our 
students, staff, and faculty have 
done a tremendous job of keeping 
our students in the classroom as 
much or more than anyone in the 
surrounding communities. That’s a 
credit to them and the parents and 
community.”

 Effective immediately, daily 
health checks will no longer be 
required. Staff members should 
report symptoms or a positive di-
agnosis directly to their immediate 
supervisor and use sick leave ac-
cordingly.

 PCPS have begun planning to 
proceed with all normal end of the 
year activities, including prom/for-
mal dances, graduation and perfor-
mance ceremonies, fine arts perfor-

mances, awards assemblies, club 
dinners, and other special activi-
ties normally associated with the 
end of the school year.

 Dr. Siers went on to note that 
other school procedures associ-
ated with “regular times” would 
also be reinstated.

 “We want our students to re-
turn to a normal lunchroom set-
ting, including seating of their 
choice, allowing the use of water 
fountains, and allowing visitors 
into the schools and classrooms 
to go into effect as well,” Siers 
said. “The number of positive 
cases will no longer be tracked 
and parent notifications no longer 
need to be sent when there has 
been a positive case in a class. We 
will continue to notify parents if 
there is a confirmed outbreak in 
their child’s class. We will now be 
treating COVID in the same man-
ner that we’ve always done with a 
flu diagnosis. Masks will be op-
tional for all students, employees 
and visitors.”

 In his message to the PCPS 
faculty and staff, Dr. Siers also 
thanked them for their hard work 
through COVID and encouraged 
them to get out and cheer on the 
Lady Cougar basketball team Fri-
day, March 4, when they open the 
state playoffs against Sherando 
High School.
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Mowing, Weed Eating Bids
The West Dublin Cemetery Committee is accepting bids 

for mowing and weed eating of the cemetery for the 

2022 mowing season.

Send all bids to:
West Dublin Cemetery

C/O Theo Page
5227 Dominion Drive

Dublin, VA 24084
For more information please contact:

Theodore Page

540-449-4057

The Right Way, The Right Way, 
Right Away!Right Away!

Water Heaters 
Dish Washers • Faucets
Toilets • Drain Cleaning

Repair & Replace 
Water & Sewer Lines 

Pulaski Drain Service 
and Plumbing Repairs

Call 540-998-1223
Experienced, Licensed & Insured

Reasonable 

Prices

No Job 

Too Small

Mysterious Missing Mastodon of Robinson Tract
By APRIL MARTIN
For The Patriot

Bishop James Madison, the 
President of the College of Wil-
liam and Mary, visited Mont-
gomery County in September 
1805.  He specifically spent time 
at Smithfield and in Fincastle 
engaging with James Patton 
Preston, Major William “Billy” 
Preston Jr. and their respective 
families.  Upon Bishop Mad-
ison’s return to Williamsburg 
letters and shipments were ex-
changed between Billy and 
Bishop Madison, which in turn 
inspired letters to Thomas Jef-
ferson, then to naturalist Benja-
min Smith Barton, with reports 
ultimately to French Naturalist, 
The Baron Cuvier.  The hot top-
ic between these men was what 
they understood to be a “mam-
moth” skeleton and the “stom-
ach” of the animal supposedly 
found in Wythe County (area 
that is now Pulaski County) by 
laborers digging a well.   Bishop 
Madison was very excited about 
this find and elated by the possi-
bility of Major Preston sending 
all the bones to the college.  In 
Madison’s letter to Thomas Jef-
ferson just a few weeks after 
visiting Montgomery County, 
he writes the following:

“Major Preston saw part of 
them; and as he lives with in 
20 miles of the place where 
they were discovered, he has 
engaged at my request, to have 
every bone to be dug up, & 
sent, together with some of the 
contents of the stomach to this 
place, I shall have the satisfac-
tion of erecting in our college, a 
complete skeleton.  This would 
be highly interesting in any mu-
seum, & may, perhaps, seem to 
exist in spirit for physical re-
searchers among the youth of 
our country.”  (Sept. 23, 1805)

Naturally, questions arise.  
Where exactly was the loca-
tion of discovery, where are the 
bones, and why isn’t the Pulaski 
Mastodon a local celebrity like 
Wooly and Salty at the Museum 
of the Middle Appalachians in 
Saltville?  

To determine the answers, 
some context history needs to 
first be established.  First the 
difference between mastodons 
and wooly mammoths needs to 
be understood.  Bones of both 
have been found in America, but 
the teeth were different which 
lead to many years of specula-
tion and a desire to prove con-
clusively that two separate ani-
mals existed.  In 1705 the first 
of numerous bone specimens 
were discovered in the colony of 
New York.  Later in the French 
claimed region later to be Ken-
tucky, the discovery at Big Bone 
Lick was documented in 1739.  
In 1782, Colonel Arthur Camp-
bell reports of finding a jaw-
bone of uncommon size near 
his home of Royal Oak in near 
Marion.  Over a decade later 
between 1797-98 near Francis 
Preston’s home near the saline 
ponds (Saltville) another large 
discovery occurs.  Quickly after 
that find, the famous artist and 
amateur naturalist, Charles Wil-
son Peale, exhumes a mastodon 
skeleton in 1801 near Newburg, 
New York.  He later completes 
an oil painting documenting 

the discovery.  With all the ear-
ly discoveries, scientists were 
still puzzled and continued to 
reference the animal as “incog-
nitum”.  The Baron Cuvier pro-
posed the name of ‘mastodat” 
meaning “breast tooth” due to 
the shape the animals conical 
teeth which were complete-
ly different when compared to 
the grinder teeth of the woolly 
mammoth.  Cuvier would not 
officially have the name accept-
ed until 1817.   Many questions 
were still being discussed and 
researched being sought out to 
prove that the bones were from 
an extinct animal.  Thomas Jef-
ferson also longed for answers 
and to own a complete “incog-
nitum” skeleton while also de-
termining more about the ani-
mal, such as what it consumed, 
were the teeth for meat or trees?   
Jefferson includes some of his 
interest and knowledge of the 
skeletons found in Southwest 
Virginia in his Notes on the 
State of Virginia publication 
of 1787.  Into this internation-
al quest for information enters 
Major Billy Preston in 1805.   

Pulaski County is established 
in 1839 from parts of Wythe 
County established in 1790 
and Montgomery County es-
tablished in 1777.  Major Billy 
Preston received land inheri-
tance in the section of Wythe 
County referenced as Robinson 
Tract.  Most of that area is now 
within the boundaries of Pu-
laski County and located north 
west of the Town of Pulaski.   
Geologically, Pulaski County 
has a few areas of similar for-
mation as those found in larger 
acreage in the Saltville area.  
The Pulaski Vault line and Tract 
Mountain Vault line are located 

north west of the Town of Pu-
laski as well.  And between the 
two vault lines is a small fresh 
water branch known as the Pond 
Lick.  Early maps and treasury 
warrants record the same name 
still in use today.  Was this area 

where Major Preston saw the 
bones?  Evidence suggests it is 
possible.  Bishop Madison stat-
ed the area was within 20 miles 
of where Preston lived and lo-
cated at a salt lick in Wythe 
County on limestone rock. Billy 
Preston’s family home at Smith-

field is within the same number 
of miles.  

However, there are contradic-
tory pieces of evidence that puts 
everything into question.  First, 
none of the bones are at Wil-
liam and Mary, they were never 

See MASTADON, page A10
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9 1 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!
From Max Meadows to Radford,

You Can Find A Patriot Near You.
But Don’t Wait ... They Go Fast!
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Pulaski
Star Barber Shop
Foothills Chiropractic
New River Medical Group
Fast Shop I
Tom’s
Al’s on First
Grand Pa -Grand Ma
Fine Arts Center
Martin’s Pharmacy
Pulaski County Library
Glenn Insurance
Pulaski Family Dentistry
New River Valley Medicine
Rusty’s Custom Lumber
OK Barber Shop
Laundry Mat
Kim’s Family Hair Care
Sanimode Barber Shop
Subway
Emmanuel Christian Bookstore
Speedway
Hardees
Tractor Supply
Tha Dawg House
Compadres

Pulaski Village
Walgreens
LewisGale Hospital Pulaski
Pulaski Health & Rehab
YMCA
Fast Shop II
Hayden Electric & Plumbling
Poor Boys
1st Pawn
Food City
Laundry Mat
Webb Donald State Farm
Towne House
Ike’s Auto Sales
Downtown Exxon
Shop Eez (Lighthouse)
The Wedding Center
Cougar Express
Patriot Office

Dublin
Bradley Ridge Apartments
Newbern Exxon
PC Visitor’s Center
Makin’ Waves
NAPA

Walgreens
Martin’s Pharmacy
Ramey Pawn Shop
Country Styles
Laundry Mat
T.A. Produce
NRV Lube
Kangaroo
Sleep Inn
McGuire’s Campground
Papa John/7-11
Subway (Walmart)
El Ranchero
T.J.’s
Shop Eez (Rt. 100)
Patty’s Kitchen
Dublin Storage
Gobble Stop
Highland Ridge
Bucko’s
NRCC

Draper
Draper Post Office
Bryson’s Store
New River Sports

Fairlawn
Kroger
Foodette
Bucko’s
Laundry Mat
Sal’s Jr.

Radford
Radford Drug
Sal’s
Cook’s Clean Center
Tha Dawg House
P.R. Sturgill
Rec Center
Food Lion
Food City
Brad’s Barber Shop
R&R Market
Deli Mart

Barren Springs
Gobble Stop
Sai Mart

The Patriot
Is Available 
FREE
Each Friday 
At These
Locations In 
Pulaski, Dublin, 
Fairlawn, 
Radford, 
Draper and
Barren Springs:

Locally Owned & Operated Since 2009

sent.  Detailed instructions from 
Bishop Madison and offers of 
wagons, freight, and locations 
of storage were offered in Nov. 
1805, but the shipments never 
arrived.  With the assistance of 
a researcher on campus at Wil-
liamsburg over the recent win-
ter break, it was confirmed that 
no known mastodon bones were 
delivered and that Bishop Mad-
ison was never able to complete 
a skeleton for the college.  In 
the archives and departmental 
search inspired by our questions 
from Pulaski, the researcher 
was able to send another ref-
erence that likewise deepened 
the mystery.  It stated that the 
specimen sent to Barton as the 
stomach of the mastodon found 
in Wythe County was very in-
teresting, “What renders this 
discovery unique among others, 
is that in the midst of the bones 
was found a half triturated mass 
of small branches, of gramina, 
and of leaves, among which it 
was believed that a species of 
reed still common in Virginia 
could be recognized”.   Clues 
are starting to add up that in-
deed something is up!  And that 
something was a practical joke 
by Major Preston.  Yes, he may 
have indeed witnesses some 
mastodon bones being dug up in 
what is now Pulaski County, but 
he with playful intent packed up 
and sent the President of Wil-
liam and Mary, Bishop James 
Madison, numerous shipping 
barrels of dirt with some trees 
and other things from hillsides 
in the New River Valley and pre-
sented them as evidence of the 
mastodon’s stomach. In Thomas 
Lewis Preston’s Sketches and 
Reminiscences of an Octogenar-
ian, he recalls the hoax.  Shame 
on you Bad Boy Billy Preston 
for that trick, but if there were 
really bones, maybe one day we 
can discover more of the Myste-
rious Missing Mastodon of Pu-
laski County.  Remember a good 
hoax always has some truth.  It 
is my intention to complete and 
submit a more detailed article 
on this topic for publication later 
this spring.

Continued from Page A9

Mastadon

T.A. Produce
Spring Is Near Because T.A.’s
Onion Sets & Seed Are Here!

LET’S START PLANTING!LET’S START PLANTING!
We have seed potatoes, cold crop plants, hanging 

ferns, vine ripened tomatoes, green Vidalia onions, 
strawberries, varieties of apples, 

N.Y. cabbage, varieties of jams, canned goods, 
dried beans, side meat and cheese.

We Appreciate Our Customers!
Call 674-4233 Open 9-6; Closed Sunday

Route 11 - Dublin

Daisy’s Kitchen Baked Goods

Think Spring With 
Your Projects!

In March - Farm, Cats, Dogs 
and Wildlife fabric 20% Off!
Ms. Audre's Fabrics

206 Main Street • Narrows, Va.

(540) 921-2042

Open 10-6 Tues. - Friday, 10-4 Saturday

Taylor Bowman and her daughter, Banks, enjoy the board book 
given to them by the Woman’s Club of Radford when Banks was 
born at Carilion New River Valley Medical Center.

Woman’s Club 

of Radford 

begins Babies 

into Books

program
The Woman’s Club of Rad-

ford is committed to increasing 
children’s literacy. 

In addition to the club’s par-
ticipation in Reading Is Funda-
mental the Babies into Books 
program (BIB) gets books to 
babies right after birth. 

The program began in 1993.  
Since then over 24,000 babies 
born at the former Radford 
Community Hospital and now 
the Carilion New River Valley 
Medical Center receive a board 
book before they go home.  

Additionally mothers receive 
a brochure, printed by the Rad-
ford Public Library, which has 
information about the Woman’s 
Club, Library Resources and 
Storytimes as well as sugges-
tions to parents on how to foster 
a love of reading in their child

Jessica K. Worrell of Russell-
ville, Tenn. was named Magna 
Cum Laude in the Fall semester 
of 2021 at the University of Ten-
nessee in Knoxville.

Worrell is the daughter of Kip 
and Kathy Worrell of Russell-
ville.

Worrell named 

Magna Cum Laude 

at Tennessee
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Semper FiSemper Fi
Painting & Staining ContractorPainting & Staining Contractor

Decks • Porches • Flooring • Pressure WashingDecks • Porches • Flooring • Pressure Washing

Randal MorrisRandal Morris
USMC VetUSMC Vet
Owner OperatorOwner Operator
Licensed & InsuredLicensed & Insured
540-250-2288540-250-2288

Lady Cougars win Region D - on to state

By MIKE WILLIAMS
The Patriot

The Pulaski County Lady 
Cougars begin their quest for a 
state championship Friday at 6 
p.m. when they host Sherando in 
the Cougar Den in a quarter-final 
matchup.

The Lady Cougars (23-3) got 
to the VHSL Class 4 State Tour-
nament by sweeping through the 
Region D tournament last week.

After destroying Jefferson 
Forest, 101-39 the Lady Cougars 
traveled to Louisa and drubbed 
the Lady Lions, 63-49. 

The game had every bit of the 
feel of a state tournament game, 
as Pulaski County broke open a 
close game with a 10-0 run in the 
fourth quarter to take control.

Pulaski County’s win avenged 
last season’s state championship 
game loss to Louisa.

Then last Friday the Lady 
Cougars capped off another Re-
gion D title by beating a tough 
Lady Hilltoppers squad from 
E.C. Glass, 54-43.

It was a physical, fast-paced 
game that saw the Lady Cougars 
get tested.

Glass led 15-7 after one quar-
ter and the game was tied, 26-26 
at the half.

Pulaski County finally led at 
the end of the third quarter, 36-
34 before winning the fourth, 
18-9 to take the win.

Keslyn Secrist again led the 
Lady Cougars on the night with 
18 points, while Paige Huff add-
ed 14 more.

Other scoring for Pulaski 
County was Hannah Keefer, 7; 
Jaden Lawson, 6; Ally Fleenor, 
5; Erin Russell and Tori Vest 
scored 2 each.

“This is like a jail break here. 
Let’s get the heck out of E.C. 
Glass High School,” exclaimed 

Brian Bishop/The Patriot
From left: Ally Fleenor, Paige Huff, Jaden Lawson and Keslyn Secrist pose with the Region 4D championship trophy after beating 
E.C. Glass last Friday.

Brian Bishop/The Patriot
Above: Paige Huff defends against an E.C. Glass Hilltopper.

At left: Lady Cougars Head Coach Scott Ratcliff holds the net 
after his team won the Region 4D championship.

Hosting 
Sherando 
Friday in 
state 
quarterfinals

See COUGARS, page B8

River Turtles release their 2022 roster
Editor’s note: We repeat this ar-
ticle this week as some readers 
did not receive it in its entirety 
last week.

By MIKE WILLIAMS
The Patriot

The Pulaski River Turtles an-
nounced their 2022 roster last 
Wednesday, and the list of players 
has a bit of a hometown feel to it.

The 33-man roster includes 
Wytheville’s Avery Mabe, a 6-4, 
210 lb. righthanded pitcher. The 
20-year-old Mabe is currently a 

sophomore at the University of 
Virginia.

Mabe, the son of Daniel and 
Deanna Mabe, was born in Mari-
on, but was a three-sport athlete at 
George Wythe High School, letter-
ing all four years in baseball, golf 
and basketball.

He earned All-Mountain Em-
pire honors as a junior and was a 
two-time member of the Region 1C 
team.

His junior season he struck out 
101 batters in 54 innings while 
holding a 1.00 ERA. At the plate he 
posted a .429 batting average.

See ROSTER, page B8

While he didn’t see action in 
2021 for UVa, he was listed on the 
ACC Academic Honor Roll.

Mabe is one of 16 hurlers listed 
on the 2022 River Turtles roster and 
includes Seth Tomczak from San 
Joaquin Delta College in Califor-
nia. Tomczak was drafted by the 
Arizona Diamondbacks in the 26th 
round of the 2019 Major League 
Baseball draft.

There are three catchers on the 
roster, eight infielders and six out-

fielders.
Among the infielders is another 

Virginia native, Owen DeShazo 
from Glen Allen – a Boston College 
commit.

Seventeen different NCAA Di-
vision 1 schools are represented on 
the River Turtles’ roster, including 
NCAA champions Virginia (2015), 
Vanderbilt (2014 and 19) and Mis-
sissippi State (2021).

Four members of the 2021 River 
Turtles are returning: catchers Ryan 

Johnson and Irvin Escobar, and 
pitchers Lucas Reed and Crayton 
Burnett. Johnson and Reed were 
2021 Appalachian League All-Star 
selections.

Outfielders Rodney Green, Jr. 
(Cal) and Michael Bolton, Jr. (Pur-
due) are among the Appalachian 
League’s top future draft pros-
pects, noted Pulaski General Man-
ager J.W. Martin.
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List Your Real Estate For Sale With Me
• 51 Years of Experience. 

• Principle Broker at McCraw Real Estate 
in Radford. 

• Top Producer. 
• Knows Real Estate Values. 

• State Licensed Auctioneer for 37 Years.  
 • Thousand of Homes Sold. 

I can sell your Home, Farm or 
Land for you! 

REALTOR and Member of New River Val-
ley Multiple Listing Service. I offer the Best 
Real Estate Service you can find.  Call me! 
Terry McCraw today at (540) 320-5200.

VEHICLES FOR SALE

For Sale: 1998 Ford Ranger. 6 
cylinder, automatic transmission, 
power steering, two-wheel drive. 
Runs good, looks good. Very de-
pendable. $1,800. Call 540-235-
6631.

For Sale: 2005 BMW X3 SUV, 
231,000 miles. Asking $4,000 or 
best offer. 540-449-9623.

WANT TO BUY

Want to buy junk cars. Call 540-
629-9003.

WANTED

Wanted: Free firewood. Will pick 
up. Please call 540-629-9003.

Will pickup junk cars, trucks, trac-
tors. Call 540-394-5623.

FOR SALE:  
MISCELLANEOUS

For Sale: 5-Piece dinette set, light 
oak with padded chairs. $250. Call 
980-2291.

For Sale: 5 black Wyandotte chick-
ens. Call 540-235-6631.

For Sale: Antique oak office desk 
with glass cover on top. $60. Call 
540-577-1743.

For Sale: Three-piece antique full-
size bedroom set. $400. Call 540-
577-1743.

For Sale: Sears side-by-side refrig-
erator freezer. Ice through door, 
glass shelves. No dents or scratch-
es. Upgrade to new refrigerator. 
Looks new, clean. $325. Call 540-
629-9003.

For Sale: Eight-foot wood step lad-
der. $40. Call 540-577-1743.

For Sale: Small two-step ladder. 
$10. Call 540-577-1743.

For Sale: Metal bed frames for 
queen, full or twin size beds. Some 
pet cages, microwaves and other 
household items. Call 540-230-
5386.

For Sale: Four tires, 205-55-R16. 
Douglas Performance Tires mount-
ed on Chevy five-lug chrome 
wheels. Like new. $160. Call 540-
629-9003.

For Sale: Couch and two chairs 
that match. Pillows on couch 
match chairs. 5 x 7 area rug from 
Grand Home Furnishings. Excel-
lent Condition. From smoke free 
home. Selling because of changing 
colors in living room. $800 for all. 
Call 540-320-4364.

Curio Cabinet. 70” x 34” x 14” 
Octagon shaped. Recently re-var-
nished. $300. 540-394-5623

Pear shaped diamond ring, 14K, 
size 7, price reduced to $475. In-
cludes information card with de-
tails about the ring. Call 540-980-
5361.

FAIR HOUSING NOTICE:
We are pledged to the letter and spirit 
of Virginia’s policy for achieving equal 
housing opportunity throughout the 
Commonwealth.
We encourage and support advertising 
and marketing programs in which there 
are no barriers to obtaining housing be-

cause of race, color, religion, national 
origin, sex, elderliness, familial status 
or handicap.
For more information or to file a hous-
ing complaint, call the Virginia Housing 

Office at (804) 367-8530; toll-free call 
(888) 551-3247.
For hearing-impaired, call (804) 367-
9753. E-mail fairhousing@dpor.virgin-
ia.gov.

www.insurancecenterofdublin.com

543 East Main Street
Dublin, VA 24084 • 540-674-4678

See Us For All Your 
Auto, Home, Life, Business Insurance 

and Medicare Plans!

‘‘A Flush Beats a Full House’A Flush Beats a Full House’

DOSS’ SEPTIC SERVICEDOSS’ SEPTIC SERVICE
Licensed and insured

Servicing the NRV and surrounding areas

(540)320-4827
Thank you for your continued support

Septic Pumping • Installs • InspectionsSeptic Pumping • Installs • Inspections

The Pulaski County Public Service Authority is seeking applicants 
for a Site Supervisor. The primary responsibilities of this positon are 
to provide supervisory support to the administrative staff, oversight 
of the billing services maintaining accurate account information, 
financial reporting and payment collections.  Applicants must 
possess an Associate’s Degree in Accounting, have at least two 
years of supervisory experience, be proficient in Microsoft Word 
and Excel and have considerable experience in payment collection 
processes.

The anticipated salary for this position will begin at $42,000 and is 
commensurate upon education and experience.  This is a full-time 
position with benefits that include health, dental, vision and life 
insurance, state retirement, optional 457-retirement program, sick 
and vacation leave, paid holidays and more.

Interested individuals can apply at the appropriate Virginia 
Employment Commission or may download and submit an 
application from www.pulaskicounty.org to Tammy Nichols, 
Human Resources Director at tnichols@pulaskicounty.org.  A 
complete job description can also be found on the website.

Position is open until filled

Equal Opportunity Employer

Job Opening
PSA Billing

Office Supervisor

JOBS

LEGAL NOTICE

The Town Council of the Town of Pulaski, Virginia will hold a 
public hearing on Tuesday, March 15, 2022, at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Council Chambers of the Pulaski Municipal Building, 42 First 
Street, NW to consider the following:

1. Authorization of the purchase of property located at 3012 
Lee Highway, Pulaski, VA 2301 [Tax Parcel(s) 063-1-219 
& 063-1-220].

2. Authorization of the purchase of property located on 
Pierce Avenue [Tax Parcel(s) 072- 22-165-10 & 072-22-
165-11A]

All persons desiring to comment on the proposed requests should 
submit their remarks to Brady Deal, Economic Development and 
Planning Manager, by 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 15, 2022, to 42 
First Street, NW/PO Box 660, Pulaski, VA or via email to bdeal@
pulaskitown.org.

For disabled individuals who may require special auxiliary aids or 
services, reasonable accommodations will be made by contacting 
the Town Manager’s Office at (540) 994-8600 prior to the above 
meeting date. For persons with hearing or visual difficulties, contact 
Virginia Relay at 711 to arrange contact with the Town.

Public Hearing
Town of Pulaski
Town Council
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Woods,
Water &
Wildlife

W.A. ‘Doc’ 
Davis

Crockett wasn’t born on the mountain top

Notice is hereby given that pursuant to Virginia Code §15.2-
1800.B, the Council of the Town of Dublin, Virginia will hold 
a public hearing at 7:00 p. m. on March 17, 2022 in Council 
Chambers on the second floor of the Dublin Town Center, 101 
Dublin Park Road, Dublin, Virginia to consider proposed sales of 
the following surplus real estate:

1. a 0.9± acre parcel of vacant land located at the intersection 
of Old Route 100 and Bagging Plant Road, currently part 
of tax map/parcel# 47-1-49, and

2. a 5.8± acre tract of vacant land located on the western 
side of Bagging Plat Road, being the combination of (i) 
the balance of tax map/parcel# 47-1-49 and (ii) all of tax 
map/parcel## 47-42-3A & 4.

Anyone having an interest in the proposed sales may appear in 
person before the Council at the above-stated time and place 
(subject to then prevailing COVID-19 restrictions and precautions) 
or submit a written statement to the Dublin Town Manager no later 
than 3:00 p.m. on March 16, 2022, which statement will be read 
during the public hearing.

Public Hearing 
on Proposed 

Real Estate Sale

Pursuant to the authority granted by Virginia Code §§15.2-1719, 
-1720 &-1721, the Town Council of the Town of Dublin, Virginia 
will hold a public hearing on Thursday, March 17, 2022 at 7:00 
p.m. in Council Chambers at the Dublin Town Center, 101 Dublin 
Park Road, Dublin, Virginia, to consider adoption of an ordinance 
regarding the disposition of unclaimed property, including personal 
property, bicycles and mopeds, and firearms, which come into the 
possession of the Town’s Police Department.

Anyone desiring to comment on the proposed ordinance may 
appear in person before the Council at the above-stated time 
and place (subject to then prevailing COVID-19 restrictions and 
precautions) or submit a written statement to the Dublin Town 
Manager no later than 3:00 p.m. on March 16, 2022, which 
statement will be read during the public hearing.

Copies of the proposed ordinance are available for review in the 
Dublin Town Treasurer’s Office.

Public Hearing 
Regarding Proposed 
Unclaimed Property 

Disposition 
Ordinance

The Town Council of the Town of Pulaski, Virginia will hold a 
public hearing on Tuesday, March 15, 2022, at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Council Chambers of the Pulaski Municipal Building, 42 First 
Street, NW to consider the following:

1. A proposed rezoning for properties located on Bob 
White Blvd [tax parcel(s) 073-21-2A, 073-21-2, 073-21-
3A, 073-21-3, 073-21-4, 073-21-5, 073-21-6, 073-21-7, 
073-21-8, 073-21-9, 073-23-10, 073-23-11, 073-23-12, 
073-23-13, 073-23-14, & 073-21-15] from B-2 General 
Business to R-2 Two-Family Residential.

All persons desiring to comment on the proposed requests should 
submit their remarks to Brady Deal, Economic Development and 
Planning Manager, by 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 15, 2022, 
to 42 First Street, NW/PO Box 660, Pulaski, VA or via email to 
bdeal@pulaskitown.org. A copy of the application and other 
pertinent materials are available for public review in the Economic 
Development and Planning Manager’s office, Pulaski Municipal 
Building, 42 First Street, NW from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday 
through Friday.

For disabled individuals who may require special auxiliary aids or 
services, reasonable accommodations will be made by the Town 
upon request. Please contact the Town Manager’s Office at (540) 
994-8600 prior to the above meeting date. For persons with hearing 
or visual difficulties, contact Virginia Relay at 711 to arrange 
contact with the Town.

Public Hearing
Town of Pulaski
Town Council

The Pulaski County Planning Commission will convene to review 
the application listed below.  In accordance with the Code of 
Virginia, the Planning Commission will host a public hearing 
beginning at 7:00 p.m. on TUESDAY, MARCH 8TH, 2022 in the 
Board Room of the County Administration Building, 143 Third 
Street, NW, in the Town of Pulaski to receive comments about the 
applications as listed below;

1. Application submitted by Douglas Alan & Norma 
Anderson for the Planning Commission to consider and 
make a recommendation to the Board of Supervisors 
regarding an “Ordinance to Vacate an Unimproved Right 
of Way” located between 5912 and 5904 Jewell Avenue 
Dublin, VA 24084. Ingles District.

The public can receive information and/or submit comments as part 
of the public hearing process, by using any one of the following 
methods; E-mail: mquesenberry@pulaskicounty.org Phone: 540-
980-7710 Regular Mail: Planning & Zoning Department, County 
of Pulaski, 143 Third Street, NW, Suite 1, Pulaski, VA 24301. In 
Person: By attending the meeting at the location listed. 

For disabled individuals who may require special auxiliary aids 
or services, the County will make reasonable accommodations 
available when requested. Contact the County’s ADA Compliance 
Officer at (540) 980-7800 (TDD accessible) or (540) 980-7705, 
ten (10) days prior to the above meeting date to arrange for these 
special accommodations.

Public Notice
Pulaski County

Planning Commission

The Pulaski County Circuit Court is hiring for the position of 
Deputy Clerk 1.  Duties include receipting payments, answering 
phones, processing mail, recording land records and plats, 
issuing marriage licenses, processing passport applications, 
receipting criminal and civil cases, judgements, fictitious names, 
concealed handgun permit applications, copy fees and general 
fees, administering oaths and assisting clients in the vault area.  
Applicant must possess Microsoft Word 2010 or above software 
knowledge, be a high school graduate and have excellent customer, 
written and oral communication skills.

This is a full-time positon that includes benefits such as health, 
dental, vision and life insurance, state retirement plan, optional 
Nationwide 457b plan, paid sick and vacation time, holiday pay and 
much more.  The beginning salary for this position is $32,193.  

A full job description and application for employment is located 
on the Pulaski County website at  www.pulaskicounty.org.  Please 
remit application and optional resume to:
 Maetta Crew
 Clerk of Circuit Court 
 45 3rd Street, NW, Suite 101
 Pulaski, VA  24301
  
Position is open until filled

Equal Opportunity Employer

Job Opening
Pulaski County

Circuit Court Clerk’s 
Office Deputy 1

The Town of Pulaski is seeking proposals from contractors interested in constructing single-family 
houses under the guidelines of the Department of Housing and Community Development’s (DHCD) 
Acquire, Renovate, Sell (ARS) program. Units will be constructed on lots that previously had houses 
on them and are owned by the Town of Pulaski. These homes will be sold to individuals that qualify 
as first-time homebuyers and satisfy program income guidelines. Purchase price must permit buyers to 
spend no more than 30% of their income towards housing. Buyers will be eligible for down payment/
closing cost assistance and a 1% interest rate reduction on financing.

Specifically, the Town of Pulaski invites interested parties to submit a proposal including a floor plan for 
a 1,200 – 1,500 square foot single-story unit that features 3-bedrooms and 2-bathrooms. Submissions 
must include a detailed construction budget with a turn-key quote. Lots will be cleared and graded 
by the Town of Pulaski prior to construction. Construction of the units will need to satisfy the DHCD 
Housing Quality Standards and the 2018 Virginia Residential Building Code.

There will be a formal, non-mandatory, on-site Pre-Proposal Conference for prospective Respondents 
to review the project on Monday, March 14, 2022 at 9:30 a.m. at the Town of Pulaski Train Station, 
20 S. Washington Avenue, Pulaski, VA 24301. Respondents are strongly encouraged to attend the Pre-
Proposal Conference. Questions, answers, and conference minutes will be available within three (3) 
working days following the Pre-Proposal Conference.

Project Proposal Documents, including the ARS Program Guidelines, DHCD Housing Quality 
Standards, and survey plats for the lots will be on file at the Town Municipal building.

Respondents shall have been in the contracting business for a minimum of five (5) years or be able to 
satisfy the Town of Pulaski of their ability and experience on the type of work involved in this project.
Attention is called to the provision for equal employment opportunity and payment of not less than the 
prevailing salaries and wages.

Proposals are due Monday, March 28, 2022 by 5:00 p.m. The Town of Pulaski reserves the right to reject 
any and all proposals.

Please contact Brady Deal, Economic Development and Planning Manager, at (540) 994-8619 or 
bdeal@pulaskitown.org, for further information regarding the project.

Town of Pulaski
Request

For Proposal
DHCD ARS Program

Along old U.S. 11 E, about 
15 miles southwest of Johnson 
City in East Tennessee, there’s 
a stone marker from the mid-
1800s. It reads simply, “On this 
spot Davy Crockett was born 
Aug. 17, 1786.” A reconstructed 
log cabin, a replica of his birth-
place, stands nearby, along with 
a visitors center maintained by 
the Davy Crockett Association. 
But no headstone denoting a 
grave holding his remains is to 
be found here. It would have been 
fitting for this legendary hero, 
Indian fighter, war veteran and 
statesman from the backwoods to 
have been interred in the soil of 
his native state, but fate dictated 
otherwise. 

Article first appeared in No-
vember/December 1992 issue of 
Blue Ridge Country magazine.

As most students of history 
know, Davy Crockett was killed 
in the 1836 battle of the Alamo 
during Texas’ fight for indepen-
dence. Contrary to some beliefs 
and the many books, articles and 
films depicting otherwise, there 
were survivors of the Alamo. 

Among those left alive were 
Susanna Dickerson, wife of one 
of the defenders, her young child, 
the two male slaves of both Wil-
liam Travis and James Bowie, 
and other women.

The related for posterity the 
events of the final 12 days of the 
defense of the mission fort.

Crockett was killed by firing 
squad along with five remaining 
Tennessean volunteers.

In death as in his birth, the true 
story of Davy Crockett remains 
clouded in mystery. The open-
ing line from the ballad, (Davy 
Crockett) – “Born on the moun-
tain top of Tennessee.” – is incor-
rect. David Stern Crockett was 
born near the banks of the Lime-
stone Creek where it empties into 
the Nolichucky River in what is 
now the community of Limestone 
in Washington County, Tennes-
see.

David was the fifth child born 
to John and Rebecca Crockett.

The Crocketts had originally 
lived over the mountains in North 
Carolina. Davy had been named 
after his grandfather, who had 
immigrated from Ireland before 
the Revolutionary War. Both the 
elder Crockett and his son, John 
had fought in the Revolution. Fol-
lowing the war, both families had 

moved to what was then known as 
the State of Franklin. (It was ad-
mitted later to the union as part of 
the state of Tennessee.)

The boyhood days of Davy were 
filled with the hardships that be-
fell most pioneer families of that 

day. Perhaps as a result of a debt 
he owed, John Crockett moved 
the family near the Holston River 
and opened a tavern for travelers 
crossing the river on the road from 
Knoxville to Abingdon, Va.

Here and event occurred in 

young Davy’s life that would play 
a significant part in the building 
of his reputation as an expert shot 
with the long rifle. 

Jacob Siler, an old Dutchman 
from a farm near Kingsport, 
stopped at the tavern one day. He 
was moving back to his original 
home at York, Pa., hauling all of 
his possessions in a wagon and 

struggling to drive a small herd 
of cattle as well. 

During his stay at the tavern, 
Siler took an interest in young 
Davy. He felt the youngster was 
well along toward maturity and 
would be a great benefit to him 
on his trip back through the wil-

See CROCKETT, page B8
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Draper Valley Baptist Church
3200 Lee Highway
Draper, Va. 24324

Pastor: Alan Pearce
Service Times:

Bible Study Sunday, 10 a.m.
Sunday Worship, 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening, 5 p.m.

email: drapervalleybc@gmail.com
www.drapervalleybaptist.org

Grace Baptist Church
552 E. Main Street
Dublin, Va. 24084

Pastor: Doug Testerman
674-1762

Primary Services:
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Sunday worship

Sunday  Night Power Hour, 6 to 7 p.m.
Wednesday Night 7 to 8 p.m.

Grace Kids and Teens Bible Study

Open Door Baptist Church
4576 Miller Lane

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor: Rev. N.K. Howlett

Primary Services:
Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.

Worship, 11 a.m.
Wednesday Night, 7 p.m.

Phone: 980-2046

Draper United Methodist Church
3080 Greenbriar Road

Draper, VA 24324
Pastor: Rev. Jason Crandall

423-716-2570
Primary Service Times:
Sunday School, 10 a.m.

Worship, 11 a.m.
Phone: 276-477-3835

Christ Episcopal Church
144 North Washington Ave., Pulaski

Service: 10 a.m. every Sunday
Phone: 980-2413

Email: christ24301@gmail.com
www.christpulaski.dioswva.org

Jordan's Chapel UMC
Pastor: Jim Goddard
Worship: 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School: 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

Cecil's Chapel United Methodist Church
5801 Cecil's Chapel Road, 

Hiwassee, VA  24347
Pastor Jason Crandall

Worship service is 8:45am-9:45am
Sunday School is 10 - 10:45am
Ricky Dishon, 540 239 6360, 

www.facebook.com/cecilschapel.umc

Valley Harvest Ministries
1 Harvest Place

P.O. Box 458
Dublin, VA 24084

Senior Pastor Steve Willis 
Associate Pastors: Perry Slaughter, 

Walter Gueste, Derick Burton
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.

Hispanic Ministry Service- Sunday 6 p.m. 
Wednesday School 7 p.m. 

www.vhmdublin.org
540-674-4729

Dublin Baptist Church
Dublin Baptist Church

100 Hawkins Street, Dublin, VA 24084
540-674-6061

secretary@dublinbaptistva.org
Website: dublinbaptistva.org

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11 a.m.

Wednesday Youth Bible Study, 7 p.m.

Allisonia Pentecostal Holiness Church
1560 Julia Simpkins Road

Allisonia, VA 
Pastor Justin Phillips

Sunday Morning Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship: 6 p.m.

First United Methodist Church 
301 N. Jefferson Ave. - Pulaski (physical 

address) 
135 Fourth St., NW - Pulaski (mailing 

address)
Pastor’s Name: Will Shelton 

Hispanic Lay Pastor: Sebastian Ruiz
Sunday Service: 10:00 AM 

Hispanic Worship: 11:00AM 
Contact Info. Phone: 540.980.3331

e-mail: office@fumcpulask.org website: 
www.fumcpulask.org  

FACEBOOK@FirstUMCPulaski and 
WBLB 10:00am

Belspring Baptist Church
6887 Depot Street

Belspring, VA 24058
Pastor Darrell Linkous

Service Times:
Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Sunday worship: 11 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study and 
Youth Group: 7 p.m.

Darrell Linkous: 353-0081
belspringbaptistchurch@gmail.com

Memorial Baptist Church
995 Peppers Ferry Road

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor: Michael S. Jones

Sunday
9:45 am - Sunday School

11:00 am - Worship
Wednesday

6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
(540) 980-4731

Email: dfarley3@verizon.net

Delton Church of God 
of Prophecy

4570 Boyd Road, Draper, VA 24324
Pastor Vickie Lee Viars

deltoncogop@gmail.com   (276) 620-3191
Sunday mornings - 11 AM to 12 PM

Sunday evenings-Facebook live services 
announced on Facebook 

Wednesday evenings- To be announced at 
later future time until COVID-19 ceases
Delton COGOP is following all COVID-19 

safety guidelines of social distancing, masks, 
cleaning, and disinfection.

Heritage Church
6195 Cleburne Boulevard, Dublin

Pastor Mike Pierce
Service Times: 

Wednesdays, 7 p.m.; 
Sundays, 10 a.m.
(540) 674-9220

Website: www.heritagechurch.net
Facebook.com/

HeritageChurchDublinVA

First Missionary Baptist Church
7318 Manns Drive / P.O. Box 90

New River, Virginia 24129
(540) 639-5331

email: fmbc1872@verizon.net
Pastor: Rev. Richard A. Goodman, Sr.

Associate Minister:
Rev. Annette Cheek

Clerk: Mrs. Carlotta Lewis
Sundays: 

Morning Worship  11:00 a.m.
The Lord's Supper - Each First Sunday

Wednesdays: Prayer Meeting &       
Bible Study  6:30 p.m.

Draper’s Valley Presbyterian (PCA)
2755 Old Baltimore Road, 

Draper, VA 24324
 Interim Pastor: Rev. David Gilleran

Associate Pastor: Rev. Roland Mathews
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship Service 6:15 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Groups and Adult Prayer 

& Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
Phone - 540-994-9015

e-mail - drapers.valley@dvpca.org
website - www.dvpca.org

Sunday Morning Worship Live-Stream • 
10:30 a.m. (or anytime on YouTube)

Trinity Lutheran 
Church ELCA

2 Fifth Street, N.W., Pulaski
540-980-3624

The Rev. Terrie Sternberg
trinitypulaski @gmail.com

Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
(Sept. - May)

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
(June - Aug.)

Bible Study: Wednesday, 12:30
www.trinitypulaski.org

Trinity United Methodist
Pastor: Judy Yonce

Sunday Worship - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Study - Wednesday, 7 p.m.

528 5th Street, S.E.
Pulaski, Va.

Phone - 980-0820

Grace Ministries
Church of God of Prophecy

1021 Macgill Street
Pulaski, VA 24301

Church: 540-980-2118
Cell: 276-233-8083

Bus Ministry: 540-230-2485
www.pulaskigracemin.com

Email: pulaskigracemin@hotmail.com
Pastor Mike Williams
Children's Ministry

Aaron  & Becky Sampson 
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.
Children’s Church 10:30 a.m.

Children’s Free Breakfast 10:30 a.m.
Ages 5-12

Men’s & Women’s Ministry Wed. 6:30

Faith Bible Church
110 LaGrange Street, Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor: Jim Linkous
Associate Pastor: T.J. Cox

540-980-5433
www.facebook/faithbiblechurch

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.

Sunday Children’s Church: 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening: 6 p.m.

Wednesday Evening Bible Study: 7 p.m.
Children’s Meal: 6:30 p.m.

Children’s and Youth’s Group Classes: 7 
p.m.

Dublin Christian Church
5605 Dunlap Road

P.O. Box 1330
Dublin, VA 24084

(540) 674-8434
www.dublinchristianchurch.com

Richard R. Goad, Jr.
Senior Minister

Sunday School 10 a.m.
Worship 11 a.m.

Sunday Evening Worship and 
Youth Meeting, 6 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study and Children's Bible 
Classes, 7 p.m.

First Presbyterian Church
408 N. Jefferson Avenue, Pulaski

Pastor Melissa McNair-King
(540) 980-2132

firstprespulaskiva@gmail.com
www.firstpresbyterianpulaski.org

Sunday Services:
Sept.-May: Sunday School, 9:45 a.m., 

Service 11 a.m.
June-Labor Day: Service 10 a.m.

Wednesday Family Night, 6 - 7:30 p.m.

Snowville Christian Church 
(DOC - Disciples of Christ)

5436 Lead Mine Rd.
Hiwassee, VA 24347
Pastor:  Jerry King

Website:  
www.SnowvilleChristianChurch.com

(and Facebook)
Office: 540-633-3761

Email: 
office@SnowvilleChristianChurch.com

Sunday Worship Service:  11:00 a.m.
Sunday School:  10:00 a.m.

Thursday Bible Study:  6:00 p.m.
“Inspiring hope, helping people grow their 

faith, and sharing God’s love with others!”

Jesus sailed in a ship across 
the sea of Galilee, to a place 
called Gadara. Mark 5:1. “And 
they (Jesus and His Disciples) 
came over unto the other side of 
the sea, into the country of the 
Gadarenes. And when He was 
come out of the ship, immedi-
ately there met Him out of the 
tombs, a man with an unclean 
spirit.” This poor man was de-
mon possessed.”

Verse 5. “And always, night 
and day, he was in the moun-
tains, and in the tombs, cry-
ing and cutting himself with 
stones.”    

In the the limestone cliffs, 
were many caves. And this 
poor demon possessed man 
was living in one of the caves. 
Dead bodies were brought out 
and put into these caves. So he 
was living among the dead. No 
one wanted  him around. They 
were afraid of him. They tried to 
chain him to contain him, but to 
no avail. He had super human, 
demonic  strength and would 
break the chains. 

This shows us the depths to 
which a person can sink into sin. 
His screams and cries echoed 
off the walls of the cliffs, day 
and night. He was more danger-
ous than a wild beast. 

Verse 6. “But when he saw 
Jesus afar off, he ran and wor-
shipped him. And cried with a 
loud voice saying “What have I 
to do with thee, Jesus, Thou son 
of the most high God? I adjure 
thee by God, that Thou torment 
me not.” For he said unto him, 
“Come out of the man, thou 
unclean spirit.” And Jesus asked 
him, “What is thy name?” And 
he answered saying, “My name 
is Legion, for we are many.”  

A Roman Legion was com-
posed of 6,000 soldiers. So it is 
possible that this man was pos-
sessed by thousands of demons. 
The demons took over his mind 
and even spoke using the man’s 
own voice.

 A demon can only occupy 
someone if the Holy Ghost is 
not occupying him or her. If we 
have Jesus living in our hearts, 
and the Holy Ghost dwelling 
within us there will be no vacant 
place for demons to come in. So 
we need to be filled to the point 
of overflowing with the Spirit 
and Power of God and this elim-
inates any possibility of our ever 
being demon possessed. 

Demons take over a person’s 
whole life and whole mind; and 
control what they do and say. 
He was enslaved. The devil had 
taken everything good away 
from this poor man, even his 
mind. If anyone ever needed 
to be set free from slavery, it 
was this poor man. The demons 
within him recognized Jesus for 
Who He was. At first he started 
to worship Jesus. But Jesus will 
not accept worship from demons 
or from anyone who is demon 
possessed. 

The demons who were 
possessing the Maniac spoke 
to Jesus and asked Jesus not to 
torment them before their time. 
Jesus asked the man, what is 
your name? And the demons 
answered saying, “My name is 
Legion, for we are many.”

We shouldn’t just shuck it 
off when someone speaks of 
demons and devils for they do 
exist. The Bible tells us so. 

These demons in this demo-
niac from Gardara begged Jesus 
not to torment them speaking 
of being sent into the deep, or 
into everlasting fire, which is 
their final destination, but rather 
to allow them to enter into a 
herd of Swine that were feeding 
nearby.

There were 2,000 swine 

Jesus sets 
us free 
from sin 
and Devil

See MCCRAW, page B5

Church Directory

Grace Episcopal Church
210 4th Street, Radford, 24141

639-3494
Service: 10:30AM Sundays

Email: office@graceradford.org
http://www.graceradford.org

Facebook: Grace Episcopal Church

Max Creek Baptist Church
3000 Old Route 100 Road, Draper, Va. 24324

www.maxcreek.org
www.facebook.com/maxcreekbaptist

Senior Pastor: Mike Coleman
Youth Minister: Charlie Prince

Sunday Services
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Morning Worship: 11 a.m.
Teen Social and Class: 5 p.m.

Evening Worship: 6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study & Classes:7 p.m.

Pulaski Church of God
1621 Bob White Boulevard

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor Donald Jones

540-980-8880
www.pulaskicog.church

Sunday Services
Sunday Life Groups: 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Wednesdays Midweek Connect: 7 p.m.

Randolph Avenue 
United Methodist Church

1607 Randolph Avenue
Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Elston McLain
Worship Service: 11 a.m.
Phone: (540) 980-8775

Pulaski Christian Church, Inc.
4531 Brookmont Road, Pulaski, VA 24301

www.pulaskichristianchurch.com/
Rev. Kathy Warden, Pastor,

(540) 250-2974
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m.
Worship 7 p.m.

Monday Bible Study
7 to 9 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study
7 p.m.

First Baptist Church
220 Magazine Street
Pulaski, VA  24301

540-980-3336
Email: firstbaptist220@gmail.com

Pastor: Rev, Douglas Patterson
Sunday School  10 a.m.

Sunday Worship  11 a.m.
Monday’s Child Youth Group, Monday 

Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study  6:30 p.m.

New Hope Chapel
1555 Case Knife Road

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor Darrell Gray

(276) 733-6080
Pastor Gray and congregation invite you to 

New Hope Chapel. 
Service Times: 

10 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Sunday Service
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Family Worship Center
First Pentecostal Holiness

955 Memorial Drive, Pulaski
540-980-7287

Jeff Willhoite, Pastor
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.
KidsZone 10:45 a.m.

Evening Worship 6 p.m.
www.fwcpulaski.church

Pulaski First Church of the Brethren
1749 Newbern Road
Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor Frank Peters
Sunday School: 9:45

Worship: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

980-3798

Abundant Life Ministries
3050 Lee Highway

Pulaski, VA 24301 (540) 980-5506
(Mon. - Fri., 9 a.m.-1 p.m.)

Pastor Randall K. Lawrence Sr.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday Evenings (Family Night) 7 pm 
Bible Classes all ages

Adult Bible Class
THRIVE Teen Class

Children’s  Special Activitiy Classes

Seagle 
Funeral Home

Todd Bruce, Manager

415 N. Jefferson Ave., Pulaski , 980-1700

feeding on the hillside and the 
demons asked Jesus if they could 
enter into them. Demons have 
to have a host. Without a host to 
live in, they are powerless. Jesus 
didn’t send them into the Swine, 
but rather gave them permission 
to enter into the herd of Swine.

When the legion of demons 
entered into the herd of Swine, 
they ran mindless, down over the 
hill, into the ocean and drowned 
themselves. 

Verse # 14. “And they (the 
keepers of the herd) that fed the 
Swine fled, and told it in the 
city, and in the country. And 
they went out to see what it was 
that was done. And they came 
to Jesus, and to see him that was 
possessed with demons sitting, 
clothed, and in his right mind, 
and they were afraid. Then they 
began to plead with Jesus to 
depart from their region.  They 
like many others wasted a golden 
opportunity to be ministered to 
by the Master. 

These people  hadn’t seemed 
to mind too much about having a 
crazy, demon possessed, maniac 
living nearby, but yet they DID 
mind having Jesus around, so 
they asked Him to leave - and 
He did!

This was a sad day for the res-
idents of Gadara. They had the 
miracle worker and the Savior in 
their midst and sent Him away. 
They sent Jesus away, and Jesus 
left. Jesus will not force Himself 
on anyone. He allows people to 
choose to fellowship with Him, 
or not. If we choose to fellowship 
with Him, He will fellowship 
with us, but if we  choose to send 
Him away, it saddens Him, but 
He will leave. 

The man who had been set 
free by Jesus asked if if he might 
accompany Him. ‘“Jesus suffered 
him not, but saith unto him, “Go 
home to thy friends, and tell 
them how great things the Lord 
hath done for thee, and hath  had 
compassion on thee. And he 
departed and began to publish in 
Decapolis how great things Jesus 
had done for him; and all men 
did marvel.”

He became a bold witness 
for Christ Jesus. And that’s 
exactly what you and I need to 
become. We who are saved all 
have testimonies we can share 
with others. All we need to do 
is to tell others about all of the 
wonderful things Jesus has done 
for us and that He’ll do the same 
for them if they’ll accept Him as 
their Savior.

Continued from Page B4

McCraw

God Is Not Dead
Q: Over the Christmas holiday, 

I watched a DVD that was given 
to me titled God’s Not Dead. It 
was an interesting answer to the 
famous question on the cover of 
Time magazine more than 50 years 
ago: “Is God Dead?” Christians 
know that God is not dead because 
we have the privilege of talking to 
Him all the time, but what else can 
be said? - N.D.

A: God is not dead. Those who 
accept Christ as personal Savior 
know beyond a shadow of doubt 
that Christ is alive. We give our 
lives not to a dead Christ, but a 

living Christ. He gives us reason 
for existence because He died on 
the cross for the sins of the world, 
yet rose to life to give eternal life 
to all who will believe and follow 
Him. Death could not hold Him. 
His tomb is empty.

Centuries of history document 
testimony concerning Jesus. As 
early as the first century, a Jewish 
historian named Flavius Josephus, 
whose personal acceptance of 
Jesus as Messiah is debatable, 
confirmed the impact Jesus Christ 
made in the hearts of His follow-
ers, writing:

“[Jesus] won over many Jews 
and many of the Greeks. He was 
the Messiah. When Pilate... had 
condemned him to be crucified, 
those who had in the first place 
come to love him did not give up 
their affection for him. On the third 

day he appeared to them restored 
to life, for the prophets of God had 
prophesied these and countless 
other marvelous things about him. 
And the tribe of the Christians, so 
called after him, has still to this 
day not disappeared.”

But greater than any statement 
made by man is that Christ pro-
claimed, “I was dead, and behold, 
I am alive for evermore” (Revela-
tion 1:18).

(This column is based on the 
words and writings of the late Rev. 
Billy Graham.)

Bible
Trivia

1. Is the book of Malachi in 
the Old or New Testament or 
neither?

2. How many times was 
Naaman dipped into the Jordan 
River when healed of leprosy? 1, 
2, 4, 7

3. In the new creation, the wolf 
shall feed with the ... ? Children, 
Fishes, Lamb, Ox 

4. Which prophet referred to 
hell the most often? Amos, Jo-
nah, Habakkuk, Isaiah

5. What did Noah begin to be 
after the flood? Husbandman, 
Shepherd, Carpenter, Teacher 

6. 1 Peter 5 compares Satan to 
what animal? Serpent, Roaring 
lion, Beheaded calf, Horse

 
ANSWERS: 1) Old; 2) 7; 3) 

Lamb; 4) Isaiah; 5) Husband-
man; 6) Roaring lion

Hardcore trivia fan? Visit Wil-
son Casey’s subscriber site at 
www.patreon.com/triviaguy.

Amazing Grace Ministries
4892 Veterans Hill Road

Pulaski, VA
Pastor Todd Garwood

(540) 250-3741
ttgarwood674@gmail.com

Church Directory
First Baptist Church
325 Randolph Avenue

Pulaski, Va.
Pastor: Dr. Henry Fiske

Phone: 980-6565
fbcpulaskiva@gmail.com
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.Pathway to Heaven Worship Center
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 434

Dublin, VA 24084
Physical Address: 7889 Cleburne Blvd.

Dublin, VA 24084
Pastor Winfred Keene - Phone 540-239-8092

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship: 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship: 6 p.m.

Tuesday Evening Bible Study: 6 p.m.

THANK YOU!
To Our Advertising

Sponsors

St. Edwards Catholic Church
Corner of N. Washington Ave. and

7th Street N.W., Pulaski
Phone: 980-6511
Fax: 980-6511

Priest: Fr. Francis Boateng
Mass: 11 a.m. Sunday

Warriors for Christ II
Bishop Sherman Buckner

600 Skyline Circle
Pulaski, VA 
540-315-2317

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Worship: 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Thursday: 7 p.m. Service

Trinity Baptist Church
4008 Robinson Tract Road

Pulaski, VA 24301 
Telephone: 980-8186

Pastor Johnny Howlett
Minister of Education Rev. Steve Taylor

Sunday Worship - 10 a.m.
Sunday Bible Study - 6 p.m.

Wednesday - Adult Bible Study and Youth 
Group - 7 p.m.

Bob White Boulevard Baptist Church
3826 Bob White Boulevard

Pulaski, VA.
Pastor: Allen Harman

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Preaching: 11 a.m.

Sunday Evening: 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service: 7:30 p.m.

FUNDAMENTAL
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Issue?
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PLACE A CARD OF THANKS
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during your time of loss with a 
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derness to Pennsylvania.
Siler spent many days instruct-

ing Davy in the finer points of 
marksmanship.

After leaving the service of 
the old gentleman and return-
ing home, Davy became an even 
more avid hunter and his reputa-
tion as to his shooting prowess 
grew as well.

Crockett was well known for 
his bear hunting ability and there 
were many of them to be found 
in the mountains where he lived. 
In his autobiography, he tells of 
killing many bears in his life-
time. However, these feats were 
not always believable. His mem-
oirs discount the fabled line of the 
song (killing a bear at age three) 
since they give the time at a more 
mature age in his life.

Crockett liked to mix humor 
in with his story telling. He was 
known to stretch the truth on oc-
casion and was aware that every-
one likes a good bear story, even 
with a little added to it.

Using a Kentucky rifle he called 
“Ole Betsy,” he was able to win 
many shooting matches. While 
courting Mary Finlay, (who be-
came his wife and was known as 
Polly) he won the wedding dress 
she was married in.

After they had started a home-
stead together, he went off to fight 
the Creek Indians along with oth-
er Tennessee volunteers. It was at 
this time he came in contact with 
“Old Hickory,” (General Andrew 
Jackson), who was in charge of 
the army trying to quiet the many 
Indian raids at this time.

They never came to be on the 
best of friendly terms, although 
Davy was a valuable asset as a 
scout and Indian fighter. Jackson 
never cared much for the nearly 
illiterate Crockett, who had about 
six months of schooling.

And later when Crockett was 
a member of Congress, he didn’t 
always side with President Jack-
son on some voting issues even 
though they were both members 
of the same party. This in part 
caused him to lose his last try for 
re-election to a man backed by 
Jackson.

Crockett went to Texas and died 
there approximately six months 
short of his 50th birthday. Had 
he lived, some feel he could have 
been elected president.

Used by permission from 
Blue Ridge Country magazine. 
For subscription rates, go to 
blueridgecountry.com

Continued from Page B3

Crockett

Lady Cougars Head Coach Scott 
Ratcliff following the close win.

“Every time we come down 
here, we get in a dog fight. The 
girls stayed focused and they 
played hard.”

Ratcliff credited the fans that 
made their way to Lynchburg for 
the game, saying it was like play-
ing a home game for the Lady 
Cougars.

Huff said the win was due to 
teamwork.

“We knew we had to come out 
and work as a team. They (Glass) 
were scrappy, but we put it to-
gether and came out with a win.”

Now the focus turns to Sheran-
do.

The Lady Warriors from Ste-
phens City come into the game 
with the Lady Cougars sporting 
a 20-6 record, and are the No. 2 
seed from Region C. They fin-
ished fourth in the Northwestern 
District this season.

Also Friday, Region 4’s No. 
2 seed Glass travels to Region 
C top seed Millbrook in Win-
chester.

The Lady Pioneers (23-2) fin-
ished second in the Northwestern 
District. Glass finished second in 
the Seminole District.

The two winners meet Monday 
night in a site to be determined, 
with the winner Monday going to 
the state championship game on 
March 10 in Richmond.

PCHS Athletic Director Scott 
Vest tells The Patriot that, “If 
Millbrook wins and we (PCHS) 
win, we play at Millbrook at 6 
pm. If Glass wins and we win, 
we would host Glass Monday 
night.”

On the other side of the state 
tournament bracket, Region B 
top seed the Eastern View Lady 
Cyclones (20-2) out of Culpeper 
host the Region A second seed 
Manor Lady Mustangs (21-7) out 
of Portsmouth.

Manor finished second in the 
Eastern District, while Eastern 
View was 13-1 and finished first 
in the Battlefield District.

Finally, Region A’s top seed, 
the King’s Fork Lady Bulldogs 
(20-3) out of Suffolk host Region 
B No. 2 seed the Powhatan Lady 
Indians (17-9) in what might be 
a “Cinderella” run to the state 
tournament.

King’s Fork finished first in 
the Southeastern District, while 
Powhatan was fifth in the Do-
minion District.

Continued from Page B1

Cougars

Brian Bishop/The Patriot
Hannah Keefer looks for an open teammate against E.C. Glass.

Bracket courtesy of MaxPreps

Details on Friday’s game:
**ALL tickets will be sold online through the school specific link. 

https://gofan.co/app/events/529674 and use the school code: 8L6H4
**A GoFan tutorial is available at vhsl.org, go to Parents & Stu-

dents, then GoFan Digital Tickets and view the 1 minute Youtube 
training videos

**A GoFan App is NOT necessary to purchase tickets
**TICKETS WILL NOT be sold at the door Friday night
**Tickets are $11.50 each ($10 ticket and $1.50 fee)
**Children 6 and under are free with a paying adult
**After 3 pm on Thursday tickets can be purchased through the 

GoFan public site.  On the GoFan site search for VHSL and you will 
find the game. 

**PCHS All Sports Passes and PCHS Faculty & Staff Badges, un-
fortunately CANNOT be honored for this state game.

Link – https://gofan.co/app/events/529674          Code – 8L6H4

Last year’s River Turtles fin-
ished the Appalachian League sea-
son with a 32-23 record, falling in 
the championship game to Green-
eville, 9-8 on a walk-off two-run 
double in the bottom of the ninth 
inning.

Clark Crist will return as Pulas-
ki’s manager again in 2022.

“I look forward to working with 
all of these young players,” Crist 
said. “We have a great group com-
ing to Pulaski from all over the 
country; it’s a great collection of 
talent. We’re ready to get to work.”

The River Turtles open the sea-
son June 2 at home vs. Burlington.

“We are very excited about our 
potential this season,” stated Mar-
tin. “All the credit goes to Clark 
Crist. The Appalachian League 
gave clubs more involvement in 
the player selection process this 
offseason, and his hard work is 
reflected in the outstanding roster 
we’re constructed.” 

Continued from Page B1

Roster
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MOWING
Call Me For 

Free Estimates. 
Years Of Experience.

Quality Work.
Reasonable Prices.

Larry Hancock
Call 540-674-4277 or 540-616-9064

RU photo
The Radford Women’s Basketball team will welcome two new additions to the program for the 
2022-23 season. Olivia Wagner, (left) a 5’7 guard from Crozet, Virginia, will join the Highlanders 
as a freshman. Maci Rhoades, a 5’11 guard will also be an incoming freshman from Beavercreek 
High School in Beavercreek, Ohio.

Baseball great’s daughter, 
Olivia Wagner signs with RU

RADFORD, VA. – The Rad-
ford Women’s Basketball team 
will welcome two new additions 
to the program for the 2022-23 
season. Olivia Wagner, a 5’7 
guard from Crozet, Virginia, 
will join the Highlanders as a 
freshman. Maci Rhoades, a 5’11 
guard will also be an incoming 
freshman from Beavercreek 
High School in Beavercreek, 
Ohio.

Olivia Wagner
Guard | 5-7 | Crozet, Va. | 
St. Annes-Belfield School

 • Before attending St. 
Annes-Belfield, Wagner started 
her high school career at The 
Miller School in Central Virgin-
ia where she helped lead the team 
to back-to-back Virginia Inde-
pendent Schools Division II state 
tournament appearances.

• During her sophomore year 
at The Miller School, Wagner 
averaged a team-high 17.9 points, 
4.2 rebounds, 3.7 assists and 3.5 
steals a game leading the team to 
the state semifinals match.

• At the conclusion of the 2019-
20 season, Wagner was named to 
First Team All-State for Virginia 
Independent Schools Division II.

•Wagner has not been able to 
play at St. Annes-Belfield yet 
due to COVID-19 cancelling the 
2020-21 season.

•Wagner is the daughter of 
16-year Major League Baseball 

veteran and seven-time All Star 
Billy Wagner. Wagner also had 
multiple sublings compete on the 
Division I level.

 
OLIVIA ON WHY SHE 

CHOSE RADFORD: “I chose 
Radford because after my un-
official visit I loved the entire 
program. The girls were very 
competitive and had really good 
chemistry, and that was some-
thing I really wanted to be a part 
of. Radford is a place I know I 
will be pushed in both athletics 
and academics. I wanted to say 
thank you to Coach (Mike) Mc-
Guire and the assistant coaches 
for taking a chance on me and 
giving me a place to call home.”

MCGUIRE ON OLIVIA: 
“We are excited to welcome Liv 

to our women’s basketball pro-
gram. What drew me to Liv was 
her work ethic and gym rat men-
tality. She loves to work on her 
game and has made herself into 
an excellent point guard. She is 
skilled, competitive, and tough 
– which aligns with our program 
and what we want to be about 
on a daily basis. Liv will be able 
to score and make others better 
within our offense.”

Pulaski County 
meetings for March

• Tuesday, March 8, 2022, 
Pulaski County Public Service 
Authority Board of Directors 
Meeting, Executive Conference 
Room, Pulaski County Adminis-
tration Building, 143 Third Street 
N.W., in the Town of Pulaski, 
Virginia, 9:00 a.m. (Contact: 
Ashley Edmonds, Clerk, Pulaski 
County Public Service Authori-
ty, 143 Third Street, N.W., Suite 
1, Pulaski, VA, 24301, 540-980-
7705, aedmonds@pulaskicoun-
ty.org) This Board is responsible 
for the operation of water, sewer, 
garbage and streetlight service in 
Pulaski County.

• Tuesday, March 8, 2022, 
Pulaski County Planning Com-
mission Meeting, Board Room, 
Pulaski County Administration 
Building, 143 Third Street N.W., 
in the Town of Pulaski, Vir-
ginia, 7 p.m. (Contact: Markie 
Quesenberry, Clerk, 143 Third 
Street N.W., Suite 1, Pulaski, VA, 
24301, 540-980-7710, mquesen-
berry@pulaskicounty.org). This 
Commission oversees land – use, 
zoning and subdivision issues 
related to Pulaski County prop-
erties.

• Monday, March 14, 2022, 
Pulaski County Board of Super-
visors Budget Work Session, Ex-
ecutive Training Room, Pulaski 
County Administration Build-
ing, 143 Third Street N.W., in 
the Town of Pulaski, Virginia; 3 
p.m., (Contact: Ashley Edmonds, 
Executive Secretary and Clerk 

to the Board of Supervisors, 143 
Third Street N.W., Suite 1, Pu-
laski, VA, 24301, 540-980-7705, 
aedmonds@pulaskicounty.org). 
The Board of Supervisors is 
the governing body for Pulaski 
County and is responsible for the 
budget and concerns of its citi-
zens.

• Tuesday, March 15, 2022, 
Economic Development Author-
ity Board of Directors Meeting, 
Executive Training Room, Coun-
ty Administration Building, 143 
Third Street N.W., in the town 
of Pulaski, Virginia, 10:00 a.m. 
(Contact: Megan Bird, Clerk to 
the Board, 143 Third Street N.W., 
Suite 1, Pulaski, VA, 24301, 540-
980-7705, mwbird@pulaski-
county.org). The Economic De-
velopment Authority serves as 
the economic development arm 
of Pulaski County working with 
local industries and providing 
building spaces to local employ-
ers.

• Tuesday, March 15, 2022, 
Fairlawn Sewer Authority Board 
of Directors Meeting, Confer-
ence Room, Peppers Ferry Re-
gional Wastewater Treatment 
Authority Administration Build-
ing, 7797 Mason Street, Fair-
lawn, Virginia, 6 p.m. (Contact:  
Fairlawn Tax and Bookkeeping, 
7436 Peppers Ferry Boulevard, 
Fairlawn, Virginia, 24141, 540-
639-5146). This Board manages 
daily operations for the sewer 
infrastructure in the immediate 
Fairlawn area.  

• Monday, March 21, 2022, 
Pulaski County Board of Super-
visors Budget Work Session, Ex-
ecutive Training Room, Pulaski 
County Administration Build-
ing, 143 Third Street N.W., in 
the Town of Pulaski, Virginia; 3 
p.m., (Contact: Ashley Edmonds, 
Executive Secretary and Clerk 
to the Board of Supervisors, 143 
Third Street N.W., Suite 1, Pu-
laski, VA, 24301, 540-980-7705, 
aedmonds@pulaskicounty.org). 
The Board of Supervisors is 
the governing body for Pulaski 
County and is responsible for the 
budget and concerns of its citi-
zens.

• Monday, March 28, 
2022, Pulaski County Board of 
Supervisors Regular Meeting, 
Board Room, Pulaski County 
Administration Building, 143 
Third Street N.W., in the Town 
of Pulaski, Virginia; Executive 
Session, 6 p.m., Open Meeting, 7 
p.m. (Contact: Ashley Edmonds, 
Executive Secretary and Clerk 
to the Board of Supervisors, 143 
Third Street N.W., Suite 1, Pu-
laski, VA, 24301, 540-980-7705, 
aedmonds@pulaskicounty.org). 
The Board of Supervisors is 
the governing body for Pulaski 
County and is responsible for the 
budget and concerns of its citi-
zens.

Special 
Operations 
Team responds 
to medical 
emergency

At 3:23 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 
26, Pulaski County Special Oper-
ations Team members along with 
Snowville VFD, Pulaski Pulaski 
County Public Safety (EMS), Pu-
laski County Sheriffs Office, staff 
from the Blue Ridge Mountain 
Council Scout Reservation and 
Pulaski County Emergency Man-
agement responded to the area of 
High Knoll in the Scout Reserva-
tion for a subject experiencing a 
medical emergency with CPR in 
progress.

Responders faced an extended 
hike into the subject over very 
rough terrain, nightfall and com-
munications issues. Contact was 
made with the subject at dusk, 
unfortunately the subject had 
succumbed to the medical con-
dition. Resources then completed 
the task of recovering the subject 
from the area. 

Additional resources from 
Blacksburg Rescue Technical 
Rescue (SAR) provided addition-
al contingency resources because 
of the extend time of the recovery 
and working conditions.

Recovery was completed by 10 
p.m. and resources returned to 
service by 11 p.m..

Pulaski County E911 Commu-
nications Center diligently main-
tained communications and co-
ordination with resources during 
the event.
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Date night can be 
inexpensive and fun

Dear Dave,
We’re trying to get control of our 

finances by living on a budget. We 
also have about $18,000 in debt we 
are trying to pay off. My husband 
brings home $3,400 a month, and I 
am currently taking care of our eight-
month-old baby. We would like to 
have a date night once a month, and 
he thinks we should set aside $200 
for this. Under the current circum-
stances, I feel like this is too much. 
What do you think?

Carolyne
Dear Carolyne,
If you’d told me you guys make 

$150,000 a year, I’d say go have a 
great time. But with your income, 
and a lot of debt on top, I’d put the 
brakes on that amount. It sounds like 
he’s looking for an outlet to unwind 
and have a little fun, without giving a 
lot of thought to the big picture. The 
good thing, though, is you’re work-
ing together and beginning to take 
this personal finance thing seriously.

My advice would be to lower the 
date night amount to about $50 right 
now. That’s plenty for a reasonable 
dinner and a babysitter for a cou-
ple of hours. You might not have to 
figure babysitting expenses into the 
equation at all if you have family or 
friends nearby. 

Going out on a date doesn’t have to 
mean spending a lot of money. Years 
ago, when my wife and I were broke, 

we did tons of stuff that didn’t cost a 
dime. Things like hiking and picnics 
are great ways to spend quality time 
together, while keeping your pocket-
book in your pocket. Just be creative, 
talk about it together and make sure 
you find ways to have a little us time 
on a regular basis. 

I think you’re right on this one, 
Carolyne!

— Dave

* Dave Ramsey is a seven-time 
#1 national best-selling author, per-
sonal finance expert, and host of 
The Ramsey Show, heard by more 
than 18 million listeners each week. 
He has appeared on Good Morn-
ing America, CBS This Morning, 
Today Show, Fox News, CNN, Fox 
Business, and many more. Since 
1992, Dave has helped people re-
gain control of their money, build 
wealth and enhance their lives. He 
also serves as CEO for Ramsey 
Solutions.

Pulaski County Public Schools photo
Employee of the Month
Pulaski County Public Schools and The Pulaski County Career & Technical Education Center are proud 
to recognize our Employee of the Month, Clyde Prim.  The colleagues that nominated him had this to 
say; “Clyde goes above and beyond to make sure our needs in the classroom are met. He is always a 
bright light walking through the hallway and is kind and respectful to faculty, staff, and students. The 
dedication and pride that he takes in his job and his willingness to help everyone at any time during the 
day are reasons he deserves this recognition.  Clyde is a bright spot each day for SO many people in the 
CTE building.  He greets everyone so politely and always asks if there’s anything we need.  Watching 
him joke and interact with students is always a joy to watch.  However, I need no more convincing that 
Clyde should be CTE Employee of the Year than when I see him with one of our special needs students.  
As this young man comes down the hall in his wheelchair, his face immediately brightens when he sees 
Clyde.  He fist bumps the rest of the adults who greet him, but he looks to Clyde for his smiles and his 
laughs and his trip down the hall to his classroom.  As educators, we aim to make a difference in the 
lives of students...one at a time.  Clyde makes an impact every day, but I have no doubt that he has made 
a lasting impact on this particular young man.” We are grateful for his service and want to congratulate 
him on being recognized as the CTE Center’s Employee of the Month for February 2022.

Johnny Cash Now at The Granada Theater in Bluefield, WV
The Bluefield Arts and Revital-

ization Corporation is pleased to 
present Johnny Cash Now at The 
Granada Theater on Friday, March 
18 from 7-9 PM. 

Tickets are available at blue-
fieldgranada.com. 

Johnny Cash Now tribute honors 

the memory of Cash by playing the 
songs from the three phases of his 
career, including hits from the 50s, 
60s, 70s, and 90s. Gray Sartin hon-
ors the memory of Cash by playing 
the songs and using the vintage 
style instruments of the original 
show. Gray said, “We try to trigger 

memories people want to experi-
ence again.” 

The Johnny Cash Now trib-
ute show will include a tribute 
to Johnny Cash and Waylon Jen-
nings. People will hear the most 
famous and recognizable songs 
from Johnny Cash artists. 

YMCA Lip Sync Battle set at theater
If you currently sing in the 

shower or along with the car ra-
dio but feel ready to take your 
talents to a larger audience, you 
are going to be excited about the 
YMCA’s upcoming Lip Sync 
Battle. 

The Y is currently putting to-
gether a line-up of local talented 
and talent-optional community 
members to perform at 7:00 the 
evening of Saturday, April 9 at 
the Pulaski Theatre. The doors 
will open at 6:00 and conces-
sions will be available. Tickets 
are $5.00 at the door. 

The contest is open to one-per-
son acts or groups. There is 
a $25.00 entry fee. Acts must 
provide their own music. Cos-

tumes and props are encouraged. 
Content must be family-friendly. 
Spectators will vote on their fa-
vorite act during the contest by 
donating to the YMCA’s fund-
raiser for YMCA programming.

Interested community mem-
bers should contact the YMCA 
through PulaskiYlipsync@ya-
hoo.com. Please give your name 
and contact information, number 
of people participating in your 
act, and the song you will per-
form. Acts will need to submit 
in MP3 format. The deadline to 
enter is April 1.

Please follow the YMCA of 
Pulaski County on Facebook for 
upcoming information.


