
Locally Owned And Operated

Distributed FREE On Fridays For 13 Years

Valley Staffing Inc.Valley Staffing Inc.
Wright Ave., Dublin, Va.Wright Ave., Dublin, Va.

540-674-3103 540-674-3103     
EEO  Apply Today At www.valleystaffingjobs.com  DRUG FREE

LOOKI NG FOR YOUR FI RST LOOKI NG FOR YOUR FI RST 

JOB -  OR JUST LOOKI NG JOB -  OR JUST LOOKI NG 

FOR A CHANGE?FOR A CHANGE?
Valley Staffing, Inc. Has The Job For You!

Valley Offers Jobs In Six Surrounding Counties,
With All Three Shifts Available.

Skilled And Unskilled.
Starting Pay Up To $25.00 Per Hour!
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Celebrating 141 
years of service, 
and family owned.

Traditional services 
with traditional 
values.

Accepting 
pre-arrangements 
from other
 funeral homes.

Financing for 
funerals available

415 N. Jefferson Avenue • Pulaski, Va., 24301
S. Todd Bruce, Manager/Owner

540-980-1700

www.pcpatriot .comApri l  29, 2022

WEEKEND WEATHER

Saturday Sunday
Occasional showers. High near 
71. Chance of precipitation is 
80%.

Sunday Night - Occasion-
al showers. Low around 56. 
Chance of precipitation is 80%.

Mostly cloudy, with a high near 
64.Chance of precipitation is 
60%.
Saturday Night - A chance of 
showers. Mostly cloudy, with a 
low around 53. Chance of pre-
cipitation is 40%. 

DON’T WAIT to LOSE WEIGHT!

540-629-3751 

Rt. 100 at 453 Cleburne Boulevard, Dublin

https://nrvmedicalweightloss.com/

NRV Medical Weight Loss helps patients form 

healthy lifestyles by providing comprehensive and 

individualized weight loss treatments. We also focus 

on the overall wellness of patients through a variety 

of modailities including hormone replacement 

therapy and immune boosting supplements.

Supervisors hear about
kindergarten para plan
By MIKE WILLIAMS
The Patriot

A citizen group calling itself Community Con-
versations about Equity in Pulaski County was out 
in force Monday night to urge the Board of Supervi-
sors to fund a nearly half-million-dollar budget re-
quest from the School Board to add a para-educator 
in every county kindergarten class next school year.

The $445,690 needed to fund the para initiative is 
part of some $1.6 million in new funding the School 
Board is seeking from the county for next school 
year’s budget.

The school board recently sent over to the county 
a $66.8 million budget that includes $31.7 million in 
state funding and $17.6 million in county funding.

The state figure is an increase of $2.7 million over 
the current year, a figure that could change since 
the General Assembly is still haggling over the state 
budget. The belief is once the legislature is finished 
with its budget work, the school system could re-
ceive more than the additional $2.7 million.

Until that happens, the School Board is asking 
the county for an additional $1.6 million in new 
funding.

That all translates into a total of $4.3 million in 
new funding for the school system.

By MIKE WILLIAMS
The Patriot

School Board Chairman Dr. Paige Cash and Vice 
Chairman Tim Hurst used the public comment peri-
od of Monday’s meeting of the Board of Supervisors 
to defend a request for $1.6 million in new county 
funding for schools. The defense ended with an as-
sault on the Board of Supervisors for what school 
officials view as a lack of support for education.

“We’re not here to have a debate or argue a point,” 
Hurst said to open his statements. “We’ve had a his-
tory in Pulaski County, especially in recent years 
that the two boards don’t get along.” 

Hurst noted the school budget request in new 
funding from the county is approximately $1.6 mil-
lion this year, in addition to $2.7 million in project-

School, county 
leaders clash 
on funding

See BUDGET, page A8 See CLASH, page A8

Del. March reflects on her 
first session in Richmond
By WILLIAM PAINE
For The Patriot

In November 2021, Marie March was 
elected to the General Assembly as the dele-
gate representing Virginia’s 7th District. Del-
egate March, who lives in Floyd County and 
owns several businesses in the area, recently 
completed her first session in the General As-
sembly and agreed to share her experiences. 

After arriving at the state Capitol to take 
her seat, March’s first order of business was 
to orientate herself to her new surroundings. 

“You don’t even know where you’re go-
ing,” March admitted. “You don’t know what 
elevator to take. You don’t know what floor 
you’re going to … Then after you’ve been 
there a few days, you start to kind of gather 
where you’re going and what you’re doing.”

Learning the rarely utilized Jefferson Rules 
of Order used in the General Assembly was 

See MARCH, page A2 Del. Marie March at her seat in the House.
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62 E. Main Street, Pulaski • 980-5129
Monday-Tuesday, 8 a.m.-9 p.m.

Wednesday-Thursday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Friday, 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

PULASKI FAMILY 
DENTISTRY

Dr. Cindy Southern says,
“Be true to your teeth,

or they’ll be false to you!”

Two Big Days! Two Big Days! 
Mother’s Day & Senior PromMother’s Day & Senior Prom

Flowers By
Dreama Dawn
311 N. Washington Avenue

Pulaski, VA 24301
540-980-3021

Always Grateful To Be Your

Hometown Florist!

Save Money By Visiting
www.pulaskiflowers.com

Remember Remember 
Mom on Mom on 

Mother’s DayMother’s Day
May 8!May 8!

Order Early!Order Early!

PulaskiPulaski
CountyCounty
High High 
SchoolSchool
PromProm

May 6May 6

another challenge for March, as 
most all board meetings in Vir-
ginia are governed by Robert’s 
Rules of Order. 

“My biggest kind of Achilles 
Heel was ‘procedure,’ March 
said. “But I will say a lot of the 
Republican leadership was more 
than happy to help with that.”  

Freshmen lawmakers all must 
learn the ins and outs of the 
General Assembly, as well as 
learning that more seasoned law-
makers know how to work the 
system. 

“All of Richmond is new to me, 
because I’m a grassroots candi-
date and I didn’t come from pol-
itics,” March explained. “When 
you first get there, there’s a lot of 
embedded politicians that have 
been there a long time that are 
very good at trading deals to get 
what they want. So, when you’re 
a new freshman delegate, you 
don’t have any cards to play. So 
that makes it kind of difficult.”

Delegate March did not let her 
inexperience dampen her enthu-
siasm for her new position. In her 
first term in office, she acted as 
Chief Patron for 22 legislative 
bills.

In the politically divided Gen-
eral Assembly, only one bill she 
authored was signed by the gov-
ernor into law.

“The one bill that I got that 
passed through both the House 
and the Senate, was a transparen-
cy bill that requires municipali-
ties to start posting their minutes 
publicly after those minutes are 
approved,” said March.  “So that 
had bipartisan support and it was 
signed into law.”

Several bills that Marie was 
directly involved with met their 
end in the Democrat dominated 

Continued from Page A1

March State Senate. 
“We got the Tim Tebow bill 

to allow the homeschooled kids 
the ability to play public school 
sports through the House,” Marie 
recounted. 

Delegate March also managed 
to shepherd the Red Flag Gun 
Confiscation Repeal Bill through 
the State House. In the previous 
session, Democrats passed a Red 
Flag law allowing for an individ-
ual’s guns to be confiscated if a 
person in authority declared that 
person to be a “substantial risk.”

“The Substantial Risk order 
was created two years ago by 
the Democrats,” March affirmed. 
“So, if a policeman or Common-
wealth’s Attorney or lawyer or 
magistrate or judge deems this 
person as a risk, based on no ev-
idence at all … not a trial not a 
jury … not any due process, the 
police are then allowed to come 
to your house and seize your 
guns. So, it’s seizure of personal 
property without due process.”

Democrats killed both of those 
bills in the Senate. 

Even so, there were Republican 
victories, one of the most notable 
coming soon after Marie arrived 
in Richmond.

“Letting parents decide if they 
want their children to wear masks 
was great,” she said. “Glenn 
Younkin signed it into law and 
we all got behind it. So that was 
one of the first really good things 
that happened that I was behind.”

In at least one case, the Re-
publicans pushed through a bill, 
known as the Farm Use Tag bill, 
that Marie later regretted sup-
porting.

“When bills come through 
committees uncontested, we vote 
them through on the floor in a 
block vote,” March explained. 
“They’re uncontested and you 
assume that because it’s a Repub-
lican majority on the committee, 
that they’ve vetted the bills and 

they’re good bills. Farmers are 
now going be required to go to 
the DMV and get a $23 Farm Use 
tag for their farm use vehicles 
and I’m like, ‘Whoa, wait a min-
ute. I don’t agree with this at all!’  
But I was brand new and I didn’t 
know the procedure to pull it out 
of the block. So, it went through.”

Delegate March served on 
three committees during her first 
term in office: the Public Safety 
Committee, the Health, Wealth 
and Institutions Committee and 
the Cities, Towns and Counties 
Committee. 

“Health, Wealth and Institu-
tions, that’s where all of the med-
ical bills go,” March explained. 
“That’s actually a tough commit-
tee to get on. I was also on the 
Public Safety Committee. So, 
everything that came through 
that was a bad or a good bill, I 
got to vote on.”

“We killed the bills to intro-
duce more red-light cameras 
throughout the Commonwealth,” 
March stated. “I also voted 
against facial recognition soft-
ware. Why? It’s Big Brother. 
Government has been known 
to spy on its own citizens and I 
think the rural voters in my dis-
trict very much don’t appreciate 
that.”

“The third committee I was 
on is Cities, Counties and Towns 
and that pretty well handles 
charter changes for localities,” 
March continued. “Most people 
don’t want to be on it. Well, I 
wanted to be on it because I feel 
like a lot of government over-
reach can go on at the local level 
and I wanted to make sure that 
didn’t slip through the cracks on 
my watch.”

When asked if anything about 
her first term in office shocked 
her, March had this to say.

“I’m 44 years old and the older 
you get, you’re not shocked quite 
as much,” she replied. “I knew 
that there would be a lot of favors 
and a lot of backroom deals and 
all that really does go on with the 
lobbyists.”

“I guess the biggest shocker 
involved one of the bills that I 
carried,” she continued. “In my 
district, we’re having a hard time 
keeping and recruiting volunteer 
fire fighters. One of my districts 
is down to like four volunteer 
firefighters. They were like, ‘Ma-
rie, we need help. North Carolina 
just passed a bill where they offer 
free lifetime hunting and fishing 
privileges to first responders and 
firefighters if they’re volunteer.’ 
It sounds like it won’t cost tax-
payers anything, so, I was like, 
‘sure I’ll carry that bill.’”

“The Department of Natural 
Resources came to me like an 
hour before I was to present the 
bill and they’re like, ‘Marie, the 
fiscal impact of this is somewhere 
between $6 million and $50 mil-

lion to the state.’ I’m like, ‘How 
did you arrive at that that price 
tag?’ Basically, they decided that 
the whole state is going to bum 
rush this program and everybody 
is going to become a volunteer 
firefighter because they’re going 
to get lifetime hunting and fish-
ing privileges.”

“The bottom line is they play 
numbers games to keep any 
funding from going to anything 
besides their agency and their 
department,” March continued. 
“Those are the games that get 
played in Richmond. The agen-
cies are all in cahoots behind 
the scenes making sure that they 
keep all of their funding and they 
grow their funding. But if it’s 
something that’s actually going 
to go back to the districts, they 
make sure that’s not going to 
happen. That really pissed me 
off!”

It seems clear that 7th District 
Delegate Marie March is happy 

with progress made in her first 
term and is excited to continue 
her work in Richmond. In her 
short tenure, March has already 
garnered some powerful allies. 

“One of the organizations that 
ended up being solidly in my cor-
ner is the Family Foundation,” 
she said. “They got behind the 
Tim Tebow bill in a big way and 
helped us to get it as far as we got 
it. Virginia Constitutional Con-
servatives is also a big supporter 
of mine, as is Young Americans 
for Liberty … and the Club for 
Growth. So, we had an array of 
very conservative groups that 
got behind me and my bills and 
that was really good to see be-
cause I’m probably, the most 
conservative elected official in 
all of Southwest Virginia.” 

Virginia’s 7th Delegate Dis-
trict is currently comprised of all 
of Floyd County, most of Pulas-
ki County and a large swath of 
Montgomery County.

Holy CowHoly Cow 1801 Wysor Road 
(Rt. 100 South)

Exit 89A From I-81
Draper, VA.  24324

540-250-1775

Garden Decor & Pots,
Greenery & Home,

Bird Baths, Houses & Feeders
Antique, Vintage & New!

Hours:  Fri. & Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sundays 1-5 p.m.Hours:  Fri. & Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sundays 1-5 p.m.

Antiques, Gardens and 

Great Finds
Belle

New ItemsNew Items
Weekly!Weekly!

Commerce Street Flea Market
begins again May 7 in Pulaski

Saturday, May 7 marks the re-
turn of the flea market on Com-
merce Street in Pulaski.

The flea market will run every 
Saturday from May 7 to Sept. 24, 
except for those Saturdays when 
the Town of Pulaski is using the 
street for another event.

Setup for vendors begins at 
6:30 a.m. and customers can at-
tend from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. when 
the market closes.

Vendor spaces at the market 
– on Commerce Street between 
Washington Avenue and Jeffer-
son Avenue only – are on a first 
come basis. 

Vendors are required to clean-
up their space when the market 
ends each Saturday.

At this time there are no fees to 
vendors to participate.

Contact person for the market 
is Nick Glenn at 230-2794.

Friends of the Library to 
hold first book safe of year

The Friends of the Library first 
Book Sale of the year will be 
held Friday, May 6th, from 10am 
to 3pm, at the corner of 3rd and 
Jefferson.  

Due to the pandemic, the FOL 
has lost many of our member-

ship.  If you love books and have 
some volunteer time or would 
like more information, please 
leave your contact information 
at the Library in Pulaski or Dub-
lin.

Place A Card Of Thanks
Thank those who helped and supported you 

during your time of loss with a Card of Thanks in 
The Patriot. 

540-808-3949
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HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS

Haven Hall Haven Hall 
FarmFarm

is now offering 
horseback riding 
lessons for the 

New River Valley 
area.

Adults and Children 

10 and Older Welcome

Call or Text
(540) 320-4544

T.A. Produce
Spring Is Near Because T.A.’s
Onion Sets & Seed Are Here!

LET’S START PLANTING!LET’S START PLANTING!
We have cold crop plants, hanging ferns,

vine ripened tomatoes, green Vidalia onions, 
strawberries, varieties of apples, N.Y. cabbage, 
varieties of jams, canned goods, dried beans, 

side meat and cheese.

We Appreciate Our Customers!
Call 674-4233 Open 9-6; Closed Sunday

Route 11 - Dublin

Daisy’s Kitchen Baked Goods

Wade turns love for parrots into ministry

Athena is Wade’s Congo African Grey.  “She is currently 4 years 
old and is closely bonded to me.  I have had her since she was 
weaned as a very young chick.  She has a super sweet and shy, 
but also very mischievous personality!  Her favorite game is to 
throw things down for you to pick up and give back to her!  Just 
like a toddler!”

Jennifer Wade with two of her parrots from 91 Feathers Minis-
try.  Wade used many of her 15 parrots to minister the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ in an interactive, informative and memorable way 
so people will remember the Bible stories more easily.   “I use my 
flock of parrots to engage and teach people of all ages about God’s 
Word in a way that is fun and innovative.  Spreading the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ in this interactrive, exciting, new and memorable 
way helps people retain Bible lessons,” says Wade.

Jennifer Wade holding her first Parrot at Busch Gardens in 
Williamsburg, VA.  The photo  captures the smile of delight of 
four-year-old Jennifer holding her first parrot.  Since that day, 
she has developed her love for parrots into a ministry.

By DANIELLE REID
The Patriot

Ever since she can remember, 
Jennifer Wade has been in love 
with birds.  A photo of her, taken 
at Busch Gardens in Williams-
burg captures the smile of delight 
of four-year-old Jennifer holding 
her first parrot.  Since that day, 
she has developed her love for 
parrots into a ministry. 

“I use my flock of parrots to en-
gage and teach people of all ages 
about God’s Word in a way that 
is fun and innovative.  Spreading 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ in this 
interactrive, exciting, new and 
memorable way helps people re-
tain Bible lessons,” says Wade.  
She chuckles, remembering how 
a child who saw her minister with 
her parrots in prior years, ran up 
to her and said, “You’re the bird 
lady.  I remember you from Vaca-
tion Bible School.”

Her ministry name, 91 Feath-
ers, is based on Psalm 91:4 which 
reads: “He will cover you with his 
feathers. He will shelter you with 
his wings. His faithful promises 
are your armor and protection.” 

Her interactive approach al-
lows the participants to socialize 
with the birds that she uses in her 
lessons.  “Parrots are gluttons for 
attention.  They love to be talked 
to and given treats.”  Although 
her parrots are well socialized, 
Jennifer said that parrots don’t 
like random hands coming at 
them, so she will place the bird 
on the person; then allow them to 
hold the bird.

“A parrot is the most human 
like animal – with their emotions 
and intelligence, they respond 
to your emotions.  They grieve, 
get anxious; and if neglected or 
stressed, they will self-mutilate 
by plucking out their feathers.”  
Eating with parrots is always in-
teresting, according to Wade.  In 
the wild, flocks eat together, so 
sharing food is a bonding ritual 
for birds.  When Wade has her 
morning coffee, one or two of 
them will bond with her, some-
times perching on her coffee cup 
as she does her devotionals. 

Her flock includes 15-birds, 
but not all of them perform at the 
events.  A few of them are res-
cues and remain in the sanctuary 
of home.   Wade’s pair of Cocka-
teils are her original 91-Feathers 
birds – the ones that got her back 
into raising birds.

Wade’s parrots seem to have 
strong personalities.  For exam-
ple, Chrissy, who is a Double Yel-
low Crested Amazon is approxi-
mately 22 years old and is the 
most outspoken of Wade’s birds.  
She loves to talk, and her favorite 
thing to do is to tell herself jokes, 
and then laugh at them!  She even 
sings opera!  

Athena is a Congo African 
Grey who is four years old.  
Wade has had Athena since she 
was weaned as a very young 
chick.  She is super sweet and 
shy, but also very mischievous!  
Her favorite game is to throw 
things down for Wade to pick up 
and give back to her!  Just like a 
toddler!

Then there is 2-year-old Yofi, a 
Pineapple Green Cheek Conure, 
who shares a very special mes-
sage during the event.   Wade 
says, “Yofi has a condition called 
splayed legs.  One of his legs 
grew crookedly as he was devel-
oping.  He cannot walk, climb 
or perch normally and he would 
never survive in the wild, so he 
sits in the palm of my hand.  But 
Yofi has a wonderful personality 

and is cuddly, playful and some-
times mischievous. He is a happy, 
loveable little bird that has done 
more than we thought was possi-
ble!  In Hebrew, Yofi means ‘It is 
good!’  I named him this because 
when God looks at His creation, 
He says, ‘It is good!’  Yofi proves 
to me that nothing and no one is 
a mistake, even in our weakness-
es!”

Her Quaker parrots also known 
as Monk parakeets look like 
they’re wearing a monk’s hood.  
They bob their head and quake. 
They are a very interesting and 
fun little bird but illegal in  nine 
states because they are considered 
invasive.  People can have them as 
pets in VA if they are banded.

Another favorite is the Eclectus 
Parrot.  This is one of the few par-
rots you can tell the male from fe-
male by color, although both their 
beaks are orange, like candy corn. 
The male (Bob) is green, and the 
female is red.  In this species, the 
female is more dominant than the 
male.  Wade refers to them as her 
alarm system.  If something is off, 
Bob screams and alerts her.  

Her three White Ringneck 
doves are rescues.  One of them 
(Olive) retains the scars of his 
rejection where some other birds 
pulled out his feathers leaving 
him with a completely bald neck.  
Wade says that when she was de-
ciding if she wanted to bring him 
into her flock, she thought of the 
holy sacrifices the Jewish people 
had to make.  It had to be their 
best - a perfect sacrifice. When 
she heard in her spirit, “They 
plucked my Son, too,” she imme-
diately responded, ‘OK, he’s com-
ing home’.  

One of the devotions Wade calls 
“spiritual diet.”  She explains that 
her parrots could live on junk 
food, but if she wants them to 
thrive, to have the correct plum-
age and health, she needs to give 
them more than the basic seed.  
They also need to have the entra 
nutrients in fruit.  “As a Chris-
tian, you can’t just go to church 
on Sunday and get your nourish-
ment.  You have to supplement 
with a daily diet from the Word, 
she explains.”

Wade, who is a Pulaski native, 
received her B.A. in Journalism 
and Mass Communication several 
years ago.  

As a life-long learner, she is 
credentialed with the Internation-
al Pentacostal Holiness Church 
and is working toward the next 
licensing level, under the shep-
harding of Pastor Stacy Cope at 
the Tower of Refuge Church in 
Dublin.  She is available to bring 
her parrots and speak at church 
events, summer Vacation Bible 
School, Senior Citizen groups, 
and Youth Group meetings.  Con-
tact her at: 91-feathers.com

Pika ia about 11 years old, 
and he is an Indian Ringneck 
Parrot.

Ziggy and Zoey were the first 
two birds here at 91Feathers!  
They are cockatiels. 
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ARCHIE JACKSON 
BOOTHE, JR. 

Archie Jackson Boothe, Jr., age 
85 of Pulaski, left this world peace-
fully to be with his heavenly father 
and loving wife Aiko on Tuesday 
morning, April 26, 2022 at his 
home.  He was born on March 1, 
1937 in Pulaski, and was the son 
of the late Zora Myrtle Spangler 
Boothe and the late Archie Jackson 
Boothe, Sr.  Archie was a veteran 
of the United States Air Force and a 
reservist of the United States Army 
for a total of 34 years.  During his 
deployment to Japan, he met the 
love of his life, Aiko Ishigaki. They 
were married and lived their life in 
Pulaski, his hometown, and cared 
for his parents until their death.

He worked for 30 plus years retir-
ing as an area production supervi-
sor for Radford Army Ammunition 
Plant.  He was a strong and industri-
ous lifetime member of First Pres-
byterian Church in Pulaski, where 
he served on various committees.  
He devoted a great deal of his time 
in coordinating and be a constant 
helping hand to the Pulaski Daily 
Bread.  Aside from Archie’s love 
for his church and his family, his 
heart was imbedded within the 
charter of Boy Scout Troop 249 for 
over 72 years from scout, to scout 
master, teaching and leading by ex-
ample and the scout oath.

In addition to his parents, he 
was preceded in death by his wife 
Aiko and two sons Roger and Rob-
ert.  He is survived by his brother, 
Ronald L. Boothe, son Michael 
W. Boothe, daughter Jacqueline 
D. Harmon (James) of Wytheville; 
nephew; Todd Boothe (Nova), 
step-nephew; Mike Radcliffe (Deb-
bie); step-nephew Jamie Radcliffe 
(Missy); five grandchildren and six 
great-grandchildren.

Funeral services will be held on 
Friday, April 29, 2022 at 2:00 p.m. 
at First Presbyterian Church, 408 
N. Jefferson Avenue, Pulaski, Va. 
24301 with the Rev. Graham Mitch-
ell officiating.  Pallbearers will be 
Alan Palmore, Dan Grubb, Mark 
Alley, Eric Sealander, Dirk Akers 
and Warren Crandell.  Interment 
will follow at Highland Memory 
Gardens in Dublin.  The family 
will receive friends on Friday at the 
church from 1:00 p.m. until 2:00 
p.m.

In lieu of flowers, memorials 
may be made to the organizations 
he holds dear.  First Presbyterian 
Church Troop 249, 408 N. Jefferson 
Avenue, Pulaski, VA 24301 or Pu-
laski Daily Bread at P.O. Box 824, 
Pulaski, VA 24301.

Online condolences may be sent 
to the family by visiting www.
seaglefuneralhome.com  Arrange-
ments by Seagle Funeral Home, 
Pulaski. 540-980-1700

JAMES LEE “JIM” 
WEBB, JR. 

James Lee “Jim” Webb, Jr., 
age 70 of Lynchburg and for-
merly of Pulaski passed away at 
his home Monday, April 4, 2022. 
Born February 9, 1952 in Pulaski 
County he was the son of the late 
James Lee Webb, Sr. & Eunice 
Simmons Webb. He was also 
preceded in death by his brother, 
Gary Webb.

Jim loved to cook and was hap-
py to provide a seat at his table 
to whomever needed one. An 
avid outdoorsman who loved to 
garden, hike and especially drop 
a fishing line in the New River. 
His daughters fondly remember 
their childhood when Jim at-
tended everyone of their events 
with a camera and a gentle smile 
and their many memories made 
during exciting vacations and 
downhill skiing adventures.

Jim is survived by his
Daughters – Katharine (Jay) 

Stevens – Lynchburg, Elizabeth 
(Matthew) Craig – Bedford

Grandchildren – James Ste-
vens, Will Stevens, Gwen Craig 
and Nico Craig

Sister – Janie Webb Pritt – Pu-
laski

Graveside services will be held 
11:00 AM – Thursday, May 12, 
2022 at the Thornspring United 
Methodist Church Cemetery, Pu-
laski with Minister Terrie Stern-
berg officiating.

In lieu of flowers, the family 
asks donations be sent to the New 
River Wildlife and Conservation 
Club @ 7107 Riverside Drive, 
Fries, Virginia 24330.

To sign Jim’s online guest-
book, visit www.bowerfuner-
alhome.com – Bower Funeral 
Homes – Pulaski is handling the 
arrangements for the family.

BERNARD WILLIAM 
HEDGE 

Bernard William Hedge, 89, of 
Fairlawn, passed away Sunday, 
April 24, 2022. He was retired 
after 39 years with the Roanoke 
Times where he was District 
Manager and proudly served his 
country in the U. S. Army during 
the Korean Conflict. Bernard was 
preceded in death by his parents, 
Oakley and Susie Hedge; son, 
Wayne Hedge; brother, Maynard 
Hedge; and sister, Ivalene Rid-
path.

Survivors include his wife of 
40 years, Lola Hedge; son and 
daughter-in-law, Preston and Me-
lissa Hedge; daughter and son-in-
law, Bernetta and Jim Reynolds; 
daughter-in-law, Karen Hedge; 
grandchildren, Brea Hopkins 
(Matt), Katrina Dobbins (Justin), 
Cody Hedge, Carley Hedge, and 
Sarah Johnsson; great grandchil-
dren, Avery, Hailey and Gracie: 
sister, Lottie McConkey; and 
many other relatives and friends.

The family will receive friends 
from 10 until 11 a.m. on Friday, 
April 29, 2022 at the Mullins Fu-
neral Home in Radford. Funeral 
services will begin at 11 a.m. with 
burial to follow in Captain George 
Cemetery in Floyd County.

The Hedge family is in the 
care of Mullins Funeral Home & 
Crematory in Radford, Virginia. 
www.mullinsfuneralhome.com

EVERETT GRAY REED 
JR. 

Everett Gray Reed Jr., age 76 
of Floyd, VA passed away Sun-
day, April 24, 2022 born Octo-
ber 19, 1945 in Christiansburg 
and resided in Pulaski, Va. He 
was the son of the late Ruby Lu-
cille Musselman, and Everett G. 
Reed Sr. He was also proceed-
ed in death by his sister, Pearl 
Quesenberry.

Jr. is survived by his wife 
Katherine Edwards Reed; 
daughters, Karen Smith and 
Sharon Robertson and hus-
band, Chris; sister and broth-
er-in-law, Brenda Wilson and 
Claude; brother, John Reed; 3 
step- daughters; 4 grandsons 
and 8 granddaughters; as well 
as many nieces, nephews, and 
great- grandchildren.

Jr. enjoyed spending time 
with his family, driving a milk 
truck, and farming. Jr. especial-
ly enjoyed mowing for his home 
church, Abundant Life Min-
istries in which he took great 
pride. After he retired, he dedi-
cated 15 years to Gregory Seed-
ing. 

Funeral Services were held 
April 27, 2022 at Horne Funeral 
Home Chapel with Pastor Ran-
dall Lawrence officiating. Inter-
ment followed in Farris Ceme-
tery, Riner.

REBECCA DIANNE 
MICKEY ALEXANDER 
Rebecca Dianne Mickey Alex-

ander, age 70 of Draper passed 
away Friday, April 22, 2022. 
Born June 7, 1951 in Pulaski she 
was the daughter of the late Hen-
ry Mickey & Martha Robertson 
Mickey. She was also preceded 
in death by her husband, Clin-
ton Wayne Alexander, sister, 
Sue Mickey O’Dell, brother, Roy 
“Tucker” Mickey, in-laws, Clin-
ton & Edna Alexander and best 
friend, Shirley Peterson.

Dianne enjoyed vacationing 
with her family, cooking, work-
ing in her flower bed, playing 
cards and singing gospel music 
with her husband. She was a ded-
icated worker at Ames Textile 
Corporation for many years. Di-
anne loved her family dearly and 
always had a smile that bright-
ened the room.

She is survived by her  
Daughters – Teresa Alexander 

Martin, Tina Alexander
Grandchildren – Ashlyn Al-

exander, Amberlyn “Amber” Al-
exander, Graham Martin, Mary 
Catherine Martin, Rachel Martin

Great Grandchildren – Colton 
Martin, Emmagail Martin, 
Maizey Martin

Brother – Marcus Mickey, Col-
in Mickey

Sister – Carolyn Mickey Hodg-
es

Sister-in-law – Rebecca Sue 
Nixon

Many nieces and nephews 
Special Family Friend and 

Caregiver – David Russell
Funeral services were held 

Monday, April 25, 2022 at the 
Bower Funeral Home-Chapel, 
Pulaski with Terry Kemp offi-
ciating. Interment followed at 
the Draper Presbyterian Church 
Cemetery.

To sign Dianne’s online guest-
book, visit www.bowerfuneral-
home.com

The family gathered at the 
home her daughter, Teresa Mar-
tin at 102 11th Street NW, Pulas-
ki.

Bower Funeral Homes, Pulas-
ki is handling the arrangements 
for the family.

JAMES EDWARD VIARS 
James Edward Viars, age 76, 

of Barren Springs, VA passed 
away Tuesday, April 26, 2022. 
He was born November 16, 1945 
in Wythe County, the son of the 
late Ray Harless and Carrie Kidd 
Viars. He was preceded in death 
by his wife, Carolyn Hodge Viars 
and three brothers, Alvin Viars, 
Ronald Viars and Marvin Viars.

Survivors include his daughter 
and son-in-law, Lora and David 
Quesenberry of Draper; son, 
Eddie and Vickie Viars of Max 
Meadows; two grandchildren, 
Shelby Quesenberry and Chase 
Quesenberry; a sister, Nellie 
Pettit of Pulaski; two brothers 
and sisters-in-law, Tom and Lois 
Viars of Severville, TN and Ray 
and Violet Viars of Draper.

Funeral services will be held at 
1:00 p.m. Friday, April 29, 2022 
at Riverview Church of God with 
the Reverend Eddie Dalton and 
Reverend Barbara Kidd offici-

ating. Interment will follow in 
the Memorial Christian Church 
Cemetery.

Online condolences may be 
extended to the family at www.
highlandfuneralservice.com

Reese Funeral Home, Aust-
inville, VA is serving the Viars 
family.
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FRANKLIN EDISON 
PATTON 

July 5, 1935 – April 2, 2022 
On April 2, 2022 Franklin Ed-

ison Patton of Bennettsville, SC 
departed this life for his heaven-
ly home. He is now healed from 
the disease that took away all 
the things he enjoyed. 2 Timo-
thy 4:7-8 “I have fought the good 
fight, I have finished the race, I 
have kept the faith. Now there is 
store for me the crown of righ-
teousness.”

Frank was one of 10 children. 
His parents, Arthur and Susie 
Bartlett Patton, raised their fam-
ily on the banks of the New Riv-
er in Grayson County (Galax), 
Virginia.

The Patton family is well 
known for their gift of music 
and their love for sharing gospel 
music. Frank was blessed with 
a beautiful baritone voice and 
as a young man sang with “The 
Patton Quartet”, established by 
his dad and also “The Songmas-
ters”. After his retirement from 
the U.S. Postal Service, he began 
singing and traveling with “The 
Virginians”, a southern gospel 
quartet in Roanoke, Virginia. 
Frank was a proud veteran of the 
U.S. Army, serving in the Kore-
an War. He loved college sports 
especially Virginia and Virginia 
Tech where his children graduat-
ed. He was a master woodworker 
and also enjoyed playing golf.

Frank’s first wife, Deanna 
Vaughan Patton and their daugh-
ter, Valerie Southers, both pre-
ceded him in death. He was also 
preceded in death by his parents, 
sisters Wilma, Mary, Odell, Bar-
bara, Nell and brother Cliff.

He is survived by his wife, 
Mary Rose Patton, son, Dr. Jef-
frey F. & Mary Patton, Nash-
ville, TN, grandchildren Ashley 
(Douglas) Foote, Evan Patton 
& fiancée, Kelly Bacot, both of 
Nashville, TN, stepdaughters 
Janet Alderman – Christians-
burg, VA and Kimberly (Tim) 
Hall – Dublin, VA; step grand-
children Spencer Alderman, 
Tyler Hall, Madison Alderman, 
Logan Alderman and Emilie 
Hall; sisters Hazel Montgomery, 
Akron OH and Millie (Gene) 
Bullins, Galax, VA and brother 
William A. “Junior” (Betty) Pat-
ton, Galax, VA.

Services will be held at 1:45 
PM – Monday, May 2, 2022 at 
the Bower Funeral Home-Chap-
el, Pulaski. The family will re-
ceive friends one hour before 
service time Monday at the Fu-
neral Home.

Burial will follow at the South-
west Virginia Veterans Ceme-
tery, Dublin.

In lieu of flowers donations 
can be made in Frank’s memory 
to the Hillsville Lions Club, P.O. 
Box 122, Hillsville, VA 24343.

To sign Frank’s online guest-
book, visit www.bowerfuneral-
home.com

Bower Funeral Homes, Pulas-
ki is handling the arrangements 
for the family.

JANE ELLEN HUBBLE 
MORRIS 

Jane Ellen Hubble Morris of 
Dublin, VA died at her home on 
April 22, 2022 after a lengthy ill-
ness. She was 83 years old. She 
is survived by her devoted hus-
band of nearly 65 years, Douglas 
F. Morris, and her four children 
and their families: Pam and Lee 
Chitwood of Pulaski, VA and 
their children Rachel, Ed, Mad-
dy and Riley; Sandi Douglas of 
Richmond, VA and her children 
Jordan, Jake and Reece; Patrick 
and Amy Morris of Pulaski, VA 
and their daughter Raleigh; and 
Sharyn Morris and Dan Dagle of 
Roslindale, MA.

Jane was born in Montgom-
ery County, VA and was pre-de-
ceased by her parents, Reece 
Patrick Hubble and Frances Vir-
ginia McBride Hubble. She was 
a graduate of the Dublin High 
School Class of 1955. She mar-
ried Douglas Morris in 1957 and 
was a homemaker until all of her 
children were school-aged and 
she went to nursing school at New 
River Community College. A 
natural caregiver, she thrived in 
her career. She worked for many 
years at the Radford University 
Health Center. She had a special 
fondness for the elderly and also 
worked at Wheatland Hills and 
Highland Manor nursing homes 
and as a home health nurse.

Jane exemplified kindness, 
compassion and contentment 
guided by her generous and grate-
ful heart. She formed life-long 
friendships and enjoyed many 
hobbies including gardening, 
cooking, and singing in the church 
choir. After her retirement, she 
volunteered for several years with 
the Connections Reading Mento-
ring Program at the Pulaski Ele-
mentary School. Her family will 
remember the painstaking care 
she took with every birthday and 
holiday; she led the singing at any 
celebration, and could play the pi-
ano by ear.

The Morris family is in the care 
of Mullins Funeral Home, Rad-
ford. To send an online condo-
lence please visit http://mullinsfu-
neralhome.com. Services will be 
private.

Jane loved her church and her 
church family; she was a mem-
ber of the Fairlawn Presbyterian 
Church and an honorary lifetime 
member of the Presbyterian Wom-
en. In lieu of flowers donations 
can be made to Fairlawn Presby-
terian Church, general fund. 6900 
Pulaski Ave, Fairlawn, VA 24141 
or online http://fairlawnpc.org/on-
line-giving/.

IRENE HARRISON 
TURMAN 

God’s kingdom gained another 
angel April 23, 2022 when Irene 
Harrison Turman, 89, of Pulaski 
peacefully left this earthly world. 
She was a devoted and loving 
wife and mother. She was in-
volved in the Pulaski community 
as a member of the Junior Wom-
en’s Club, a Girl Scout leader, and 
Cub Scout den mother.  She was a 
lifelong member of First Christian 
Church in Pulaski.  Her smile will 
be missed by all who knew her.

She was preceded in death by 
her parents, J. K. and Lucile Har-
rison and her brother, King Har-
rison.

She is survived by her loving 
husband of 71 years Dennis Tur-
man.  Other survivors include: 
sister Nelle Newcomer ;  daugh-
ter and son-in-law Laura and Jack 
Pickering,   son and daughter-in-
law  Owen and Dotty Turman, 
son and daughter-in-law Gray and 
Shawn Turman, son and daughter 
–in-law John (JT) and Amy Tur-
man;  grandsons  Adam and Pat-
rick Turman,  Brian(wife Kacy) 
and Greg Boadwine and Cole 
Turman;  great  grandchildren  
William Boadwine,  Adilyn and 
Lillian Turman.  Additional sur-
vivors include several nieces and 
nephews and their families.

A Celebration of Life service 
will be held at First Christian 
Church, 524 N. Jefferson Avenue, 
Pulaski, Va on Saturday, April 30.  
Visitation will be from 1:00 to 
2:00 with the service immediately 
following at 2:00.

The family would like to thank 
Pulaski Health and Rehab for pro-
viding excellent care to our loved 
one during her time there.

The family suggests donations 
to First Christian Church (PO Box 
1007, Pulaski, VA 24301or www.
firstchristianpulaskt.org, please 
note in memory of Irene Turman) 
in lieu of flowers.  

The Turman family is in the 
care of Stevens Funeral Home, 
Pulaski.

IRENE SHELBY JENNINGS 
Irene Shelby Jennings, 81, of 

Draper went to heaven peaceful-
ly in her sleep on April 23, 2022.  
She was the daughter of Frank M. 
Gregory and Willie Inez Crowder 
Gregory.  She was also preceded 
in death by her loving Husband, 
Bobby Jennings.  Also  five sis-
ters; Thelma Jennings, Delma 
Hall, Earline Foutz, Jerlene Dal-
ton and Betty Oxford.  Three 
half-brothers; Boyd Gregory, 
Brooks Gregory and John Grego-
ry.  Surviving is one beloved sis-
ter; Stella Dalton.

To Cherish her memory, she has 
two sons; Junior (Linda) Flinchum 
and Randy M. Flinchum.  Grand-
daughter; Paula B. Flinchum. 
Great granddaughter; Stevi.  
Great great grandson; Paulo.  
Step grandson; Brad Roope and 
step great great grandson; Jessie 
Roope.

Shelby lived a long and happy 
life.  She had some exciting trav-
els in her life with her husband 
Bobby while he was in the Unit-
ed States Navy.  Most of her lat-
er years she enjoyed her home in 
Draper with her family and grand 
babies.  She had lots of friends 
and in her special little circle were 
Peggy, Mary, Dovie, Stephanie, 
Debbie, Susie and Jimmy.

Family will greet friends on 
Wednesday, April 27, 2022 at 
Norris Stevens Funeral Home at 
815 Randolph Avenue in Pulaski.  
Visitation will be from 6:00 until 
8:00 in the chapel.

A funeral service was held at 
Norris Stevens Funeral Chapel on 
Thursday, April 28, 2022, offici-
ated by Pastor Josh Arnold.  In-
terment followed at the Southwest 
Virginia Veterans Cemetery.

Irene’s family id being served 
by Norris Stevens Funeral Home.  
Online condolences can be sent 
by visiting our website www.ste-
vensfuneralhomepulaski.com.

JOYCE KAY CLARK 
WARD 

Joyce Kay Clark Ward, age 77 
of Pulaski passed away Monday, 
April 25, 2022 at her home. Born 
November 3, 1944 in Pulaski 
she was the daughter of the late 
George Dewey Clark & Virginia 
Olive Cole Bailey. She was also 
preceded in death by her brother, 
Joe Clark, sisters, Elaine Dunn 
and Shirley Ward.

She is survived by her
 Husband – Bobby Lee Ward 

– Pulaski
Sons – Alvin Ray Ward – Bal-

timore, Timothy Leary (Nicole) 
Ward – Pulaski

Grandchildren – Daniel Lee 
“Reed” Ward, Zachary Dakota 
Ward, Alvin Ray Ward II, Chris-
topher Robin Ward

Great Grandchildren – Bran-
don, Billy, Keaden, Briella, 
Adam

Sisters – Evelyn Clark – Pu-
laski, Debbie Gravley – Dublin, 
Linda Childress – KY, Peggy 
Jarels – IL,

Brother – Terry Hale – Pulaski
Memorial services will be held 

10:30 AM – Friday, April 29, 
2020 at the Max Creek Baptist 
Church with Rev. Mike Cole-
man & Rev. Bobby Ward offici-
ating. Interment will follow at 
the Southwest Virginia Veterans 
Cemetery, Dublin.

The family will receive friends 
one hour before service time Fri-
day at the Church.

To sign Joyce’s online guest-
book, visit www.bowerfuneral-
home.com

Bower Funeral Homes, Pulas-
ki is handling the arrangements 
for the family.

WILLIAM EUGENE 
“WILL” STEVENSON, JR. 

William Eugene “Will” Ste-
venson, Jr., age 58 of Pulaski 
passed away Sunday, April 24, 
2022 at the Lewis-Gale Medical 
Center, Salem. Born February 
21, 1964 in Richlands, Virginia 
he was the son of Margie Pauline 
McGlothlin Harrison.  He was 
preceded in death by his brother, 
Charles David Harrison and sis-
ter, Carolyn Sue Holbrook.

William is survived by his
 Mother – Margie Pauline Mc-

Glothlin Harrison – Pulaski
Niece – Amber Harrison Hin-

ton
Nephew – Matt Holbrook, 

Josh Holbrook and Jordan Har-
rison

Per his request, a family me-
morial service will be held at a 
later date

To sign his online guestbook, 
visit bowerfuneralhome.com

Bower Funeral Home, Pulaski 
is handling the arrangements
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Bland man dies Saturday 
in single-vehicle accident

At 5:47 p.m. on Saturday (April 23), Virginia State Police responded 
to a single-vehicle crash on Route 42 (East Bluegrass Trail) a mile east 
of Route 667 (Bland Farm Rd.).

A 2016 Chevrolet Trax was traveling west on Route 42 when it ran 
off the left side of the road, struck an embankment, ran through a fence 
and overturned several times.

The driver, Terence A. Sayles, 40, of Bland, Va., died at the scene. 
He was not wearing a seatbelt and was ejected from the vehicle.

The crash remains under investigation.
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Ignorance and apathy
By Cal Thomas, 
Tribune Content Agency

There’s an old joke about a fictitious 
poll taker who asked people what they 
thought about ignorance and apathy when 
it comes to politics and elections. One 
respondent said, “I don’t know, and I don’t 
care.”

I thought of that joke after seeing a 
recent YouGov poll. It shows a vast gap 
between what people believe to be true 
and what is verifiably true.

Here are a few examples. According to 
the poll, transgender individuals make up 
just 1 percent of the U.S. population, yet 
people believe the estimated proportion is 
21 percent. Only about 1 percent of U.S. 
households earn more than $500,000 a 
year, but the survey shows respondents 
believe 26 percent earn more than that 
amount.

Three percent of the U.S. population 
identify as gay, lesbian, bisexual or 
transgender, but the survey shows people 
think the figure is 30 percent. The Black 
population of the country is 12 percent, but 
people surveyed think it is 41 percent. His-
panic? The actual number is 17 percent, 
while the perception is 39 percent. It is the 
same for atheists: 3 percent (actual) vs. 33 
percent (perception).

What accounts for this vast disparity 
between perception and reality? It can only 
be the news and entertainment media and 
what they choose to highlight, as well as 
the bias they bring to subjects and issues 
they seek to promote, denigrate, or ignore.

As James Freeman recently noted in 
The Wall Street Journal: “The current 
custom in journalism holds that legislation 
sponsored by Democrats carries the title 
preferred by Democrats, while a Repub-
lican-sponsored bill carries the title pre-
ferred by Democrats.” He cites President 
Biden’s “Build Back Better” proposal, 
which is about raising taxes and increased 
spending. The media call the measure by 
his preferred label. Compare that to “Flor-
ida’s new law shielding 7-year-olds from 
state-sponsored gender identity,” which 
the media and activists insist on labeling 
the “Don’t Say Gay” bill.

Numerous other examples could be 
mentioned, including the media’s pro-
pensity to use words like “hard right” and 
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“extreme” when they mention conserva-
tives, but often decline to attach the word 
“liberal” or “hard left” to people whose 
policies and views fit that description.

Controlling language shapes public 
perception and eventually opinion.

Variations of this quote have been at-
tributed to different people, but it sums up 
the problem when it comes to the public’s 
understanding of major issues: “Never un-
derestimate the ignorance (or stupidity) of 
the vast American electorate.” That sounds 
cynical but given how some elections 
have gone based on what people think 
is true (but often is not) it has the ring of 
credibility. President Biden campaigning 
as a “moderate” is another example of 
falsehood vs. reality.

People applying for a driver’s license 
must take a written test to prove that they 
know the rules of the road. Those seeking 
U.S. citizenship must prove they speak 
English and have a basic knowledge of 
civics, the Constitution, and a familiar-
ity with U.S. history. To earn a degree, 
students must pass written tests and for 
advanced degrees make a verbal defense 
of their thesis. Only when it comes to 
voting can someone cast a ballot with no 
knowledge, or incorrect knowledge, about 
the candidates and issues.

While I’m not suggesting mandato-
ry tests before people can vote, which 
smacks of Jim Crow laws that discrimi-
nated against Black people, it would help 
strengthen democracy if an effort was 
made to ensure that voters have at least a 
minimal understanding of issues and can-
didates before they cast their ballots.

How this could be done without the im-
position of one’s own perceptions is key. I 
am open to suggestions, but the system we 
have now could be improved if people had 
a better understanding of economic, polit-
ical, and cultural issues than what they get 
from major media.

Perhaps Elon Musk’s purchase of 
Twitter will help swing the scale in the 
direction toward reality.

Readers may email Cal Thomas at 
tcaeditors@tribpub.com. Look for Cal 
Thomas’ latest book “America’s Expi-
ration Date: The Fall of Empires and 
Superpowers and the Future of the United 
States” (HarperCollins/Zondervan).

In Defense 
of Elon 
Musk

See LOWRY, page A7

A year after being named 
Time magazine’s person of the 
year, Elon Musk is attempting to 
acquire Twitter. 

To listen to Musk’s critics, 
you’d believe it’s an act almost 
on par with Hitler invading Po-
land not long after being named 
Time’s man of the year in 1938.

A writer for the left-wing web-
site Salon worried that a Musk 
takeover of Twitter would enable 
fascism in America. A New York 
University journalism professor 
lamented that posting on Twitter 
with the threat of Musk looming 
feels like partying at a Berlin 
nightclub “at the twilight of Wei-
mar Germany.” Former Labor 
secretary Robert Reich warned, 
“This is what oligarchy looks 
like.” And so on.

A report for the news site 
Axios compared Musk to “a 
movie super-villain,” and related 
-- accurately -- that journalists 
who break news and opine on 
Twitter “really don’t want to be 
working in Elon Musk’s private 
playpen.” 

No, they much prefer to be 
working in a playpen whose 
ever-shifting rules -- constantly 
changing to keep up with the 
latest progressive priorities -- are 
written by the kind of people 
who thought the story of Hunter 
Biden’s laptop should have been 
suppressed. 

In their eyes, Elon Musk is 
guilty of a thought crime -- 
namely, believing that thought 
should be free, and should be 
freely expressed on a social 
media platform with outsize 
influence on the nation’s public 
life. 

Not too long ago, this would 
have been considered a core 
American belief, especially 
welcome to journalists whose 
work depends on the First 
Amendment. That was before 
content moderation, weaponized 
against one side of the political 
spectrum, supposedly became 
the thin line protecting American 
democracy from the onset of 
misinformation-driven dictator-
ship. 

Who knew that so much 
could depend on policing what 
pronouns apply to trans people 
or cracking down on users who 
believed in the lab-leak theory 
early in the pandemic?

Musk presents a clear and 
present danger to the use of Twit-
ter as a one-sided instrument to 
impose progressive rules on the 
public debate. 

From one point of view, 
Twitter should be beneath him. 
In contrast to many other Silicon 
Valley giants, Musk has focused 
on creating revolutionary phys-
ical products in the real world, 
whether electric cars or rockets. 
Transforming the American 
space program makes figuring 
out a better way for people to 
share their opinions 280 charac-
ters at time seem quite puny in 
comparison.

Musk is firmly in the tradition 
of great American entrepreneurs 
whose audacious vision, business 
acumen, and showmanship have 
made them larger-than-life celeb-
rities. Think Thomas Edison. 

They have usually been 
willing to think for themselves, a 
quality now in short supply. 

In today’s America, world 
famous entrepreneurs and the 

Biden White 
House Can’t Get 
Story Straight 
on COVID

President Biden has repeatedly said that on 
COVID-19 he’d “follow the science.” His Administra-
tion’s shifting and contradictory positions on pandemic 
precautions suggest otherwise.

Let’s look at some of these recent actions.
On April 1, the Centers for Disease Control and 

Preven-
tion (CDC) 
announced 
that it would 
end the use 
of Title 42. 
This measure, 
authorized 
by the Public 
Health Ser-

vice Act, allows the Federal Government to suspend the 
introduction of persons into the United States to prevent 
the spread of communicable diseases, such as corona-
virus. It was first invoked by the Trump Administration 
in March 2020.

Using Title 42 allows for the quicker expulsion of 
illegal immigrants crossing the border. Without this au-
thority, they could be introduced into the interior of the 
country with the disease or detained in facilities under 
conditions that enabled its spread.

Title 42 is one of the few tools that the Biden Admin-
istration used to prevent illegal immigration. When the 
President entered office, he set about dismantling border 
security arrangements that President Trump had made, 
such as the Remain in Mexico policy and Migrant Pro-
tection Protocols, to gain control of the southern border. 

Unsurprisingly, cutting border security has led to a 
surge of illegal immigration, as well as trafficking of 
illicit substances. In the past six months alone, agents 
arrested over a million illegal immigrants at the south-
ern border. March had the highest number of arrests 
since February 2000. If arrests are up, so are the overall 
numbers of migrants. Further, many of those arrested 
are released into the country, ordered to report for hear-
ings that they never attend.

The Biden Administration knows that ending Title 42 
will encourage more illegal immigration. It is preparing 
for an average of up to 18,000 illegal border crossers 
per day, a staggering amount even by today’s elevated 
numbers. No indicators suggest that President Biden 
has a plan to stop this influx.

Ending Title 42 suggests that the CDC believes mass 
illegal immigration will not spread the coronavirus. But 
apparently Americans flying on planes or taking the 
bus will, because the agency extended the transporta-
tion mask mandate. The U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS) similarly extended the public 
health emergency. Science cannot explain the discrep-
ancy here between the pandemic measures ended or 
extended, but politics and power can.

After a federal judge struck down the transportation 
mask mandate on April 19, confusion swirled around 
the Administration’s next steps, and the President him-
self was enveloped in it. Within the span of a day:

• White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki said, “We 
would advise all Americans” to wear masks on planes.

• President Biden, when asked if Americans should 
wear masks on planes, said, “That’s up to them.”

• HHS Secretary Xavier Becerra said, “We likely will 
appeal that ruling.”

This last position was the one that the Administration 
finally settled on, but it is difficult to see how science 
could dictate these varying positions within hours of 
each other.

To be clear on where I stand, I called for ending 
the public health emergency months ago and believe 
ending the transportation mask mandate is appropriate. 
Widespread availability of vaccinations and treatments 
combined with less severe strains of COVID-19 that 
currently prevail in the country should reassure most 
Americans as we return to normal. Individuals should 
feel free to take the precautions they believe necessary, 
but mandates from the government at this stage of the 
pandemic take away freedom with little gain in the way 
of safety.

I believe Title 42 should continue to be implement-
ed because it is the only tool that has proven effective 
during the Biden Administration at deterring border 
crossings and expelling illegal immigrants. If the 
Administration was willing to genuinely apply other 
enforcement tools, Title 42 would not remain necessary.

I certainly do not understand why pandemic restric-
tions should be lifted on illegal immigrants while they 
remain in effect for American citizens.

The Biden Administration should abandon its appeal 
on the transportation mask mandate and end the public 
health emergency. Rather than fighting to impose 
restrictions that have outlived any usefulness, it should 
turn its attention to securing the border and reducing 
inflation, or at least stop making these problems worse.

If you have questions, concerns, or comments, feel 
free to contact my office. You can call my Christians-
burg office at 540-381-5671.

Let Children Play

our doors; and summer breezes whaffed 
through our open screen windows to 
cool down the house at night.  

If you had a TV, you most likely 
watched sitcoms together as a fami-
ly.  Shows like I Love Lucy, Leave it 
to Beaver, Father Knows Best, Ozzie 
& Harriet and the Ed Sullivan variety 
show were favorites.  The last broadcast 
at night was the 11:00pm news; and the 
National Anthem was played just before 
the station retired at midnight.  Some 
local channels had a pastor pray before 

One Nation
Under God

By Danielle Reid

See NATION, page A9

The most sweeping federal law that 
restricts the employment and abuse of 
child workers is the Fair Labor Stan-
dards Act of 1938.  The law generally 
prohibits the employment of minors 
in nonagricultural occupations under 
the age of 14, restricts the hours and 
types of work that can be performed by 
minors under 16, and prohibits the em-
ployment of minors under the age of 18 
in any hazardous occupation.  History.
com

Do you often wonder how our soci-
ety’s morals seem to have changed from 
those of the 1950’s when many of my 
generation were young children?  My 
experience growing up in a large city 
with a population of 150,000 during 
the 1950’s was probably typical of most 
kids.  WWII was over and fathers, 
brothers and sons were back in the arms 
of their loved ones.  Mothers were at 
home to greet their children when the 
school day was over.  We didn’t lock 
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companies that they’ve created, 
which are supposed to be all 
about innovation and disruption, 
happily let themselves get pulled 
along in the slipstream of progres-
sive group think. 

Companies built on great risks 
are deathly afraid that they might 
have to weather a critical hashtag 
or a tantrum by their woke millen-
nial employees. 

People who would presumably 
object to the government telling 
them what to say and think are 
too willing to let free-floating 
social media mobs effectively 
dictate to them.

Musk, a kind of libertarian who 
has a puckish sense of humor 
and willingness to defy authority 
(just ask the SEC), rejects this 
thoughtless and often cowardly 
conformity. 

Like podcaster Joe Rogan, 
another recent target of progres-
sive ire, his fundamental offense 
is being uncategorizable and 
willing to question conventional 
wisdom. Like Dave Chapelle and 
J.K. Rowling, he is too rich and 
famous to be canceled or cowed -- 
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Lowry

to be more precise, he’s the richest 
man in the world who enjoys a 
public fight and genuinely disdains 
the censors and scolds. 

All of this makes him a very 
dangerous man indeed, and 
perhaps just the guy to make the 
statement against intimidation and 
in favor of free speech that this 
moment so desperately needs.

Rich Lowry is editor of the 
National Review.

‘‘A Flush Beats a Full House’A Flush Beats a Full House’

DOSS’ SEPTIC SERVICEDOSS’ SEPTIC SERVICE
Licensed and insured

Servicing the NRV and surrounding areas

(540)320-4827
Thank you for your continued support

Septic Pumping • Installs • InspectionsSeptic Pumping • Installs • Inspections

PET OF THE WEEKPET OF THE WEEK

Pulaski County Animal Control, 
80 Dublin Park Rd.

Dublin, VA 24084,  540-674-8359

Pet of the Week
Is Sponsored Each 

Week By
Todd Bruce, Mgr. 
Seagle Funeral 

Home

Monday-Friday 
10AM-4PM and 10AM-12Noon on Saturday

SATURDAY, APRIL 30, 2022 AT 10 AM – 1 PM
PCAC Adoption Event!

Pulaski County, VA Animal Control

Come out and meet the many animals that are here at the shelter 
awaiting adoption.   We do recommend submitting an application 
prior to the event to ensure there is adequate time for processing.  You 
do not need to specify a specific animal to apply.  If you currently 
have animals, you may bring in their up to date vaccination records to 
help speed the application process.  Applications submitted that day 
may not be processed.
Adoption fees are $100 for dogs and $45 for cats which includes 
surgery for spay/neuter, Rabies vaccine, and Adoption Fee.

BETTY JEAN CROWDER 
SWEET MAMA
“NANA”
Betty Jean Crowder, age 73, 

departed to Heaven on April 20, 
2022. She left peacefully with 
her family by her side. She was 
preceded in death by her mother, 
Vivian Preston Gravley and fa-
ther, Clinton Jefferson Gravley; 
her sister, Ruby Jane Mooney and 
brother, C.J. Gravley, Jr. Nana 
will be missed. She was a simple 
lady with a forgiving heart.

Survivors include her children, 
Charles Thomas Crowder III, 
Dorothy Jean Crowder and Mary 
Jane Ramsey (Robert); grandchil-
dren, Kayla Crowder ( Kristin), 
Christopher Shane Crowder (Mel-
anie), Phoenix Ramsey (Jordan), 
Halle Ramsey (Johnathan), Hous-
ton Webb (Hunter); great-grand-
children, Sydney Perkins, Raelyn 
Crowder and Myla Crowder; sis-
ters, Helen (Bobby) Riggins and 
Melissa Poole. Several nieces and 
nephews also survive.

Funeral services will be held 
at 2:00 p.m. Saturday, April 30, 
2022 at the Barnett Funeral Home 
with Pastor Kelly Howlett officiat-
ing. Interment will follow in Mt. 
Pleasant Cemetery.

The family will receive friends 
Saturday from 1:00 p.m. until ser-
vice time at the funeral home.

Online condolences may be 
extended to the family at www.
highlandfuneralservice.com. Bar-
nett Funeral Home, Wytheville, 
VA is serving the Crowder family.

OBITUARIES
MOWYER “TALLY” 

QUESENBERRY 
Mowyer “Tally” Quesenberry, 

89 of Pulaski, passed away on 
Sunday, April 24, 2022 at High-
land Ridge Nursing Home in 
Dublin.  Mr. Quesenberry was 
born in Pulaski, VA to the late 
Buster and Lockie E. Marshall 
Quesenberry.  In addition to his 
parents, he was also preceded in 
death by a son, Gary Quesen-
berry; siblings, Pauline Sutphin, 
Sanford Quesenberry, and Mary 
Goad; and family friend, Archie 
Montgomery.

Survivors include his wife, 
Edith Quesenberry; daughter, 
Robin Sykes; siblings, Jimmy 
Quesenberry and Betty Sloan; 
two grandchildren, Cassey Da-
vis (and husband, John) and 
Josh O’dell; great-grandchildren, 
McKenzie Davis and Dawson 
Davis; and family friend, Daniel 
Phillips.

The family would like to ex-
press a special thank you to 
Highland Ridge Nursing Home 
and Medi Hospice for their spe-
cial care of Mr. Quesenberry.

Funeral services were held 
on Wednesday, April 27, 2022 
at Vaughan-Guynn-McGrady 
Chapel with Rev. Don Scott of-
ficiating.  Burial followed in the 
Cox Cemetery.  Military rites 
were conducted by the Grayson 
County V.F.W. Post 7726.  

A guestbook is available online 
by visiting www.vaughanguyn-
nandmcgrady.com.  Vaughan-
Guynn-McGrady Chapel is serv-
ing the family.

CLARICE ELLEN SKEENS 
TOLBERT 

Clarice Ellen Skeens Tolbert, 
age 72 of Dublin passed away Fri-
day, April 22, 2022, at Lewis-Gale 
Hospital, Pulaski. Born June 17, 
1949, in Pulaski, VA, she was the 
daughter of  Stanley Paul Skeens 
& Ollie Lucille Hughes Skeens. 
She was preceded in death by her 
parents and her brothers: Sam and 
Tommy Skeens.

Clarice was a Registered Nurse 
for thirty- one years and was well 
respected in that role. For most of 
her nursing career, she worked at 
Pulaski Community Hospital in 
surgery and the recovery room. 
Taking care of people just came 
natural to her.

She was a life-time member of 
Dublin Baptist Church and was 
very active in serving. After re-
tiring, Clarice devoted a great 
deal of time to the church and the 
community by volunteering in the 
church office and working on var-
ious committees.

The most special title in her life 
was being Grammie to her three 
grandchildren. She spent every 
minute she could with them at 
Sunday lunch, ball games, plays, 
school activities, and on late night 
phone calls. They were her world, 
and they adored her just the same.

She is survived by her
Husband – Wayne Tolbert – 

Dublin
Daughters – Pam (Darrell) 

Sowers – Pilot and Susan (Scott) 
Hoagland – Chilhowie

Grandchildren – Aiden Hoag-
land, Anna Hoagland, and Dylan 
Sowers

Sister – Virginia Lowry – Rich-
mond

Brothers – Richard (Nancy) 
Skeens – Wytheville, Benny 
(Dale) Skeens – Dublin

Funeral Services will be held 
2:00pm-Tuesday, April 26, 2022, 
at Dublin Baptist Church with 
Pastor Allen Mahan officiating. 
Interment will follow at Highland 
Memory Gardens, Dublin.

Serving as Pall Bearers – Ricky 
Skeens, Trey Skeens, Reid Skeens, 
Camden Skeens, Brian Skeens, 
and Thomas Anderson

Honorary Pall Bearers – Anna 
Hoagland and Dylan Sowers

To sign Clarice’s online guest-
book, visit www.bowerfuner-
alhome.com – Bower Funeral 
Homes, Pulaski is handling the 
arrangements for the family.

LewisGale Pulaski
adds pet therapy

LewisGale Hospital Pulaski an-
nounced the addition of pet ther-
apy, also called animal-assisted 
therapy, offering a well-trained 
therapy dog who provides com-
fort and affection as patients re-
cover.

The hospital’s first animal to 
help boost healing and enhance 
patient care is a 2.5 year old Lab-
radoodle named Teddy, who re-
ceived a significant amount of 
training to become a Therapy 
Animal through the Alliance of 
Therapy Dogs (ATD). ATD re-
quires animals be in good tem-
perament and disposition with a 
reliable predictable behavior.

“Teddy required extensive be-
havior training and testing for 
the program which included vet 
checks, reference letters, para-
site testing, special vaccinations, 
and handling tests,” said Heather 
Umberger, director of emergency 
services. “He is also designated a 
Canine Good Citizen through the 
American Kennel Club and was 
required to have a badge from 
Human Resources showing that 
he has been approved to be at the 
hospital, just like any employee or 
volunteer with our facility!”

Umberger added that Teddy en-
joys giving and getting hugs. She 
also said he knows several tricks 
including down, stay, shake, bring 
it, sit, leave it, and over; he is 
working on high fives.

“Our hope is that with holistic 
care for the mind, body, and soul, 
our patients and staff can interact 
with Teddy and have a bright spot 
in a day that may have otherwise 
been difficult for them,” said Um-
berger.

Research has shown that pet 
therapy can improve emotional 
well-being in patients coping with 
a variety of conditions, and may 
even improve mobility, motor 
skills, and independence of those 
with disabilities.

“Sometimes the best ‘medicine’ 
is the comfort of a furry friend,” 
said Sean Pressman, chief exec-
utive officer of LewisGale Hos-
pital Pulaski. “Our pet therapy 

program offers a well-trained 
therapy dog who provides this 
comfort and affection as patients 
recover.”

In pet therapy, volunteers and 
their pets who have completed 
training programs are brought 
to the patient’s bedside, with 
the patient’s consent. If patients 
at LewisGale Hospital Pulaski 
would like a four-legged friend 
to spend time with them, they 
simply have to ask their nurse to 
make the arrangements.

Teddy

Miss An 
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www.pcpatriot.com
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The school board wants to use 
this new funding for new po-
sitions; raises for teachers and 
support staff, custodians and bus 
drivers; new teaching positions; 
printing and mailing costs for a 
school system newsletter; cre-
ation of a replacement cycle for 
students’ Chromebooks, and the 
para-educators for kindergarten 
classes.

Several people spoke in sup-
port of the kindergarten para ini-
tiative – dubbed “Start Strong,” 
which would require hiring 19 
paras to work in the kindergarten 
classrooms.

Kara Etzel, a kindergarten 
teacher at Pulaski Elementary 
School, spoke for all the kin-
dergarten teachers in support 
of Start Strong, saying she was 
reaching out to the Board of Su-
pervisors to “formally request 
your prioritizing funding for 
classroom paras in kindergar-
ten.”

“The addition of a second adult 
in the classroom would benefit 
students in a number of ways, in-
cluding more small group read-
ing and math instruction, fewer 
interruptions and increased sup-
port for learning independence,” 
Etzel said.

She said the practice of having 
a para in each kindergarten class 
with over 10 students is used in 
both West Virginia and in North-
ern Virginia.

“This investment will increase 
the number of children who 
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Budget successfully graduate from high 
school on time and will do well in 
life and the workforce.

“We believe that Pulaski Coun-
ty School children deserve the 
best possible education, and this 
investment will start them out 
strong,” she said.

Terrie Sternberg, a Pulaski 
minister and member of the Com-
munity Conversation group, told 
the supervisors the community 
“owns” the needs of our children.

“It’s not left up to the school 
system only, the parents only, you 
(Board of Supervisors) only – it’s 
something we all own,” she said.

She said during the group’s 
conversations and research, it 
was learned that two out of five 
students do not read proficiently 
when they are tested in the third 
grade.

“We’ve taken this on as a group 
of community partners saying, 
‘what can we be doing to partner 
with our school system and fami-
lies to help children become more 
proficient readers’ because, as 
you know reading is super foun-
dational to life,” she said.  

She read from a letter signed by 
107 others calling on the School 
Board and Board of Supervi-
sors to “work together to find the 
funding necessary to give our 
children the educational attention 
they need starting in kindergarten 
to be successful in their academ-
ic and professional careers in the 
future.

“We believe county children 
deserve the same opportunities 
that are being given kindergarten 
children in West Virginia. They 
have a rule of law that says a kin-

dergarten class size will not ex-
ceed 10 students per teacher, and 
if it does there will be a full-time 
para educator in the room to sup-
port the teacher.

“Research shows that will have 
the greatest impact on those who 
come from low-income families 
because strong reading skills 
breaks the cycle of intergenera-
tional poverty, boosting our com-
munity’s economic competitive-
ness. 

“Small kindergarten class siz-
es will be a draw for people con-
sidering moving to our county in 
the future, helping to support the 
county’s ‘40 by 30’ goal and other 
components of the county’s com-
prehensive plan.”

Jill Williams likened the para 
initiative to an investment in eco-
nomic development and public 
safety.

It will, she said, create 19 good 
jobs with benefits. And it will 
boost public safety, “because re-
search shows that children who 
are reading proficiently by the 
third grade are less likely to end 
up in the criminal justice system.”

Williams said the initiative 
would distinguish the county as a 
unique place to live and work. 

“There are no other school sys-
tems in the New River Valley or 
perhaps in all of Southwest Vir-
ginia that are investing in small 
kindergarten sizes like this. This 
investment will be a selling point 
for Pulaski County to people 
looking to relocate in the area,” 
she said.

And while the budget request 
being debated is for only one year 
of para funding, Williams took 

the issue a step further by pro-
posing the Board of Supervisors 
“make a four-year commitment” 
to Start Strong, since Standards 
of Learning (SOL) testing starts 
in the third grade – the first op-
portunity to actually see if Start 
Strong resulted in better reading 
scores.

Not everyone spoke in favor 
of the plan. Dublin resident Gina 
Paine addressed the continual rise 
in education funding over the past 
eight years with little to show for 
it as far as student performance is 
concerned.

“In the 2013-14 school year, 
the total school budget was $43.5 
million ($13.1 county contribu-
tion).  At that time, there were 
4,470 students in our schools, for 
an average expenditure of $9,730 
per student (county funds = $2930 
per student),” Paine said.  “The 
current year budget of $62.9 mil-
lion equates to an expenditure 
of $15,565 per student (county = 
$4,400 per student), based on a 
total reported enrollment of 4,041 
students.  So, in 8 years we’ve 
had a decrease of 530 students in 
our schools, but a near-50 percent 
increase in expenditure per stu-
dent.”

“What has this almost-50 per-
cent increase in spending per 
student purchased?  According to 
the reported standardized testing 
scores, very little.  Since 2014, the 
average scores for all county stu-
dents (in Reading, Math, Science) 
have remained about the same, 
with a bit of a decrease beginning 
around the 2017-18 year.  They 
average around a 78 percent pass 
rate.  If we use a base number of 

4000 enrolled students, that’s 
still roughly 880 students coun-
ty-wide not meeting the pass-
ing threshold in these subjects,” 
Paine said, adding that the 2020-
21 school year showed all scores 
cratering, a trend seen nation-
wide due to school shutdowns 
and a heavy reliance on remote 
learning.

Paine said the request to make 
a $450,000 investment into kin-
dergarten classes is interesting.  

“Hiring an additional 
non-teacher for every kinder-
garten classroom is a theoretical 
idea that will not provide proof 
of effectiveness, if any, until 
those students reach 3rd grade 
and begin state-standardized 
testing. Essentially, it’s an exper-
iment that provides no objective 
proof of effectiveness for years.

“So, where does this leave 
us?  With the requested $66.8 
million for the 2022-23 school 
year, we’ll be averaging an ex-
penditure of $16,700 per student, 
a huge increase in 8 years.  What 
has it bought us?  Some capital 
improvements, at least $40,000 
in CRT-based professional de-
velopment, a heavy emphasis 
on ‘equity,’ but as for academ-
ic improvement, the answer is: 
nothing.  We remain below state 
testing standards.  Would the 
county’s increase in funding be 
any different?  If trends mean 
anything, it doesn’t bode well:  
we keep spending more and the 
children are doing no better.  
Are these resources improving 
academic performance of our 
children? Based on the data, the 
answer is no,” she said. 

ed additional state revenue.
“Most of the budget request is 

to provide a 5 percent raise for 
faculty and staff as well as pro-
viding a more competitive sala-
ry scale for custodians and bus 
drivers. The total cost of these 
is close to $2.7 million by itself,” 
Hurst said.

He noted that at last week’s 
county budget meeting, the com-
ment was made that “the addi-
tional funding from the state 
would meet most of our budget 
priorities without additional 
county funding.”

“That’s simply not the case,” 
Hurst stated.

He explained that part of the 
state’s $2.7 million additional 
funding includes a compensation 
settlement of $900,000. 

“To receive that $900,000, 
Pulaski County must match that 
request. The Board of Super-
visors must match that request. 
Otherwise, we don’t receive that 
$900,000.

“Without the county match, 
the school system would be re-
quired to reallocate county funds 
to satisfy the match – in other 
words a reduction of $900,000.”

“Two other larger items on 
our budget include providing 
paraprofessionals in every kin-
dergarten classroom as well as 
create a replacement cycle for 
the Chromebooks used by our 
students. 

“Those requests along with 
the salary requests alone make 
up approximately 81 percent of 
our budget.

“In regard to carryover funds, 
carryover funds in Pulaski Coun-
ty Schools typically run between 
one and one and a half-percent 
of our yearly budget. That num-
ber has been inflated some over 
the last couple years due to the 
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Clash

pandemic. A typical year, it can 
range from $200,000 to $700,000. 
While that sounds like a lot of 
money, in a budget of $60 million 
plus its really not that much at 
all,” Hurst contended.

For instance, he said, if an 
HVAC system goes bad in a 
school “that’s a million-dollar 
HVAC system. The division has 
to save up money to handle that 
cost. That money comes from the 
carryover funds,” he said.

Hurst recalled that in 2013 the 
Board of Supervisors and School 
Board adopted a policy to allow 
the school system to keep car-
ryover money for use on capital 
projects.

“Two years ago, the boards 
again signed a resolution agree-
ing to allow monies from expiring 
debt service to also go to capital 
to pay for unexpected expenses, 
and we very much appreciate that.

“The purpose for this money is 
to pay for one-time expenses, not 
to pay for regular operational ex-
penses such as salaries or replace-
ment cycles such as what we wish 
to establish with the Chrome-
books,” he said.

Then Hurst brought up county 
revenues.

“From fiscal year 2016 through 
2020, the county’s revenue has 
grown from $50 million to $59 
million – a 4.34 percent increase 
per year. This does not include 
fiscal year 2021 which ended last 
June 30th which will reflect the 
new reassessment rates.

“I feel certain the county’s in-
crease in revenue in fiscal year 
2021 will be substantial,” Hurst 
said.

In the same period, he said, the 
appropriation for schools has av-
eraged an increase of 2.2 percent 
per year compared to 4.3 percent 
for the county. 

“By comparison and reviewing 
the county’s audit for 2020, if you 
look at the years of 2010 – 2015, 
actual school expenses average 
3.98 percent increase per year. 
That’s what was actually spent for 
public education and schools in 
Pulaski County,” Hurst said.

“However, over the last five 
years according to the county 
audit, that number has dropped 
from 3.98 percent to 1.14 percent. 
That’s a drastic decrease, while 
the county’s revenue has grown 
by 4.34 percent.

“Required local effort is a re-
port from Virginia Department of 
Education to the General Assem-
bly and is considered by educators 
to be a valid indicator of the value 
placed on public education by the 
localities, as well as the school 
system’s ability to compete with 
other divisions.

“In this report you’ll see by rea-
sonable comparison from fiscal 
year 2019 to 2021, the regional 
data including school divisions 
that are adjacent to Pulaski Coun-
ty that contain high schools that 
are a part of the River Ridge Dis-
trict – as these are the schools that 
our students compete with on a 
regular basis – and you’ll notice 
in this report the required local 
effort for Pulaski County has 
dropped from 70 percent of that 
required local effort in fiscal year 
2019 to 54 percent in 2021.

While our neighbor across the 
bridge has increased from 101 
percent to 187 percent. And that’s 
who we compete with,” Hurst 
stated.

He continued that Pulaski 
County is “consistently No. 9 out 
of 11 in regard to local funding 
above required local effort. Sev-
en of the 11 divisions, including 
Pulaski County Schools have 
seen a downward trend in their 
percentages of funding above the 
required local effort during the 
pandemic.” 

“As elected officials of Pulaski 
County, we should all ask our-
selves what message are we send-
ing not only to our citizens, but to 
those whom we wish to attract to 
Pulaski County,” Hurst said. 

“Madame Chairman, I know 
you and the board as well as the 
School Board are dedicated pub-
lic servants to Pulaski County, 
but this is something we can’t and 
shouldn’t be proud of – this fund-
ing of Pulaski County schools. 

“Pulaski County kids and cer-
tainly Pulaski County employees 
deserve every bit as much as the 
folks across the river,” Hurst said.

Hurst’s comments did not go 
without a response from County 
Administrator Jonathan Sweet.

“In quoting where revenues 
have gone, we fail to mention that 
a large portion of those revenues – 
approximately $3.2 million a year 
– is going to service debt on the 
new middle school … a $49 mil-
lion middle school,” Sweet said.

“So that wasn’t mentioned in 
respect to this new county reve-
nue.”

Sweet said the county has had 
an increase in percentage of new 
revenue. 

“We’ve also had a $3.2 million 
increase in service of debt for 
schools. So, the sum total of oper-
ations, debt service and carryover 
of capital funding has to be con-
sidered.” 

“All of these school divisions 
haven’t just built a new middle 
school. The $3.2 million worth of 
debt service could have been spent 
on school operations. But it was 
the prerogative of this communi-
ty – and I think the right choice 
of this community – to invest $3.2 
million in debt service in a 21st 
century learning environment. So 
that has to be part of the equation.

“As far as HVACs going out, 
in the Board of Supervisors’ wis-
dom, we adopted jointly by reso-
lution a capital funding plan, so 
we don’t have to rely on carryover 
funds when the HVAC goes out. 

“The carryover was an average 
of $695,000 a year for the last five 
years, not counting last year. With 
last year’s included, it was right at 
$600,000. So, the School Board 
doesn’t have to rely on $600,000 
anymore to fix an HVAC. They 
can rely on the capital funding 
plan to do just that,” Sweet ex-
plained.

“We can look at statistics, but 
I think it is critically important 
that the community understands 
the holistic cost of education and 
its debt service, which are invest-
ments in 21st century learning en-
vironments, capital funding plans 
to support the HVACs going out 
and the future needs of the high 
school that was the prerogative of 
the Board of Supervisors, as well 
as operations.

“It’s important to look at it ho-
listically.

“I would be happy to put for-
ward a presentation on figures, 
on carryover – all of those things. 
There was no request to be on the 
agenda tonight by our friends at 
the school system. We could have 
been better prepared,” Sweet said, 
noting he was “somewhat sur-
prised these types of reports and 
presentations were made in public 
comment without the ability for 
us to respond.”

Never-the-less he said, it is im-
portant to look holistically at ev-

erything.
“The citizens of Pulaski Coun-

ty invest in education,” he said.
“Yes, county revenues in-

creased – they needed to increase 
because we serviced $3.2 million 
in new debt, and we needed rev-
enue to do that. Those very im-
portant factors aren’t included 
anywhere in conversations. 

“The board has requested of 
the school board – what are your 
priorities? There’s $4.2 million in 
requests, $2.75 minimum in new 
revenue from the House of Del-
egates, and there’s a capital im-
provement plan to support things 
like Chromebooks,” Sweet said. 

“And perhaps for the first 
time we’re seeing them (School 
Board) use vacancy saving funds 
to hire new positions with effec-
tively what would have been car-
ryover, and then asking for the 
money again next year. Almost 
a double-dipping on requests,” 
Sweet charged.

Sweet said statements on so-
cial media say the county has the 
resources to fund the additional 
amount of funding requested 
by the school system due to in-
creased revenues because of re-
assessment.

But he said people making 
those assumptions are not taking 
into account inflation. 

“The county uses a 2 percent 
inflation index, and the country 
has had 8.5 percent inflation as of 
March going back a year creating 
a situation in which the county 
would have a surplus in revenue 
for three years and then a defi-
ciency for three years,” Sweet 
said.

He continued that raising stu-
dent headcount in the school sys-
tem is where new funding can 
come from.

He said the school system will 
see an “anomalous” year next 
year in receiving $9.1 million ad-
ditional funds from federal ES-
SER funding related to COVID 
that takes care of a lot of its cap-
ital needs. 

“All the CARES money it will 
receive and a minimum $2.75 
million additional from the state. 
There’s been an influx, this once 
in a score – perhaps once in a 
lifetime – influx of funding to the 
school system.”

“What are the priorities [of the 
school system],” Sweet asked. 
“Webster will define priorities 
as what ranks most important 
and you go down from there. Ev-
erything can’t be a priority.  I’m 
excited to hear because it could 
mean – if it’s the prerogative of 
the school board, that $2.75 mil-
lion additional from the state is 
going to be invested in the para-
professionals (for kindergarten 
classes).”
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Septic Tank ServiceSeptic Tank Service

Call
540-980-2101

We Are Still In Business Serving The New River Valley.
We Have Experienced, Dependable Employees.

We Get The Job Done At A Fair Price.

We Appreciate Your Business.
Thank You!

Mrs. Jack Horton

Established 1988

sign-off.
Popular music lyrics were 

void of cursing, or words that 
promoted intentionally killing or 
destroying others’ lives.  Pri-
or to the emergence of TV, if 
you had a radio, it might have 
been a large vacuum tube radio 
(similar to the one at Max on 
Main) around which families 
gathered and listened together 
during the evening.  Our parents 
sang along to the songs by the 
Andrews Sisters, Doris Day and 
Patty Page and to the croonings 
of Tennessee Ernie Ford, Bing 
Crosby, Frank Sinatra and espe-
cially Perry Como’s rendition of 
“Bless This House.”  

We kids walked or rode our 
bikes most everywhere without 
fear.  The only restriction was to 
be home before the street lights 
came on. Public bus transporta-
tion cost 10-cents and you could 
go to an all-day Saturday movie 
matinee with your friends for 
around 60-cents.  The movies 
kids saw were G-rated by to-
day’s standards, and had themes 
of good overcoming evil.  Lady 
and the Tramp, The Ten Com-
mandments, and the adventures 
of Lassie and Rin-Tin-Tin were 
favorites.  The team of Roy 
Rogers and Dale Evans could 
always be counted on to get the 
bad guys.

We girls played with dolls and 
had elaborate tea parties, baked 
on our toy ovens, and thought 
boys were icky.  And yes, we did 
play with Erector sets, Lincoln 
Logs and Lego-type bricks…
but we still thought boys were 
icky.  I remember several of us 
running and screaming out of 
a friend’s basement at age 12 
when the boys tried to turn off 
the lights and play a game of 
spin the bottle with us.  

Families went to church 
together on Sunday morning 
and then to a favorite relative’s 
home for Sunday dinner.  Billy 
Graham was preaching a strong 
Gospel message and thousands 
of the youth were listening and 
accepting Jesus as their Savior.

Years earlier, the Industrial 
Revolution and the Great De-
pression had ushered in the use 
of cheap child labor, where chil-
dren were exposed to dangerous 
or hazardous occupations and 
denied the opportunity to attend 
school.  

But child work protection laws 
enacted in 1938 ensured that 
children would no longer be ex-
ploited as cheap and convenient 
labor.  The 13th Amendment to 
the U.S. Constitution, which was 
ratified on December 6, 1865 
provided that “Neither slav-
ery nor involuntary servitude, 
except as punishment for crime 
where of the party shall have 
been duly convicted, shall exist 
within the United States, or any 
place subject to their jurisdic-
tion.”

So if children are to be 
proteted from dangerous and 
hazardous occupations and 
not condemned to involuntary 
servitude, then why are we 
now tolerating the destructive 
exploitation of our children by 
sex traffickers? This is not a job 
they applied up for! They are 
not convicted criminals. This is 
forced labor and slavery of the 
worst kind.  There are 150,000 
new escort ads posted on-line 
daily and mixed into all those 
ads are children who are bought 
and sold for sex online.

 April is National Child Abuse 

Prevention Month and a great 
time for everyone to become 
more aware that this evil exists 
in our own communities.  Yes, 
even here in the NRV.  We are 
part of the trafficking corridor of 
I-77 and I-81.  We as a commu-
nity must do better. It is time to 
educate our population and be 
willing to say something when 
we see something that looks 
suspicious.

You can get valuable informa-
tion at: https://guardiangroup.
org/

https://www.kidslivesafe.com/ 
,  https://www.thorn.org/blog/
fight-child-sex-trafficking-today/

 or at the Truckers Against 
Trafficking website or call 888-
373-7888 for information.  

Here are just a few some im-
portant statistics:

It is estimated that less than 
half of child sexual abuse cases 
are reported to the police.

On average a child victim 
will have to tell 7-adults before 
recovery.  If a child tells you 
that something is wrong and 
someone is hurting them, please 
listen to them and act.

One out of three girls and one 
out of five boys will be sexually 
abused before they reach age 18.

Male offenders who abuse 
girls have an average of 52 
victims each, while those that 
abuse boys have an average of 
150 victims each.

“A girl who enters child sex-
ual exploitation at 14 will have 
submitted to the sexual demands 
of 4,000 men before she is old 
enough to…buy an alcoholic 
beverage.”  Vednita Carter & 
Evelina Giobbe. 

In November of 2021 Shared 
Hope International released their 
annual state report cards. These 
report cards place a letter grade 
on each state’s efforts in the fight 
against trafficking in certain 
areas. The new set of challeng-
es include 40 policy goals that 
fit into the following six issue 
areas: criminal provisions, iden-
tification of and response to vic-
tims, continuum of care, access 
to justice for trafficking survi-
vors, tools for victim centered 
criminal justice response and 
prevention and training. Vir-
ginia received a letter grade of 
“F” along with 39 other states.  
Resource:  Guardian Group

 As unconscionable as it is, 
our children are under attack.  
They are being brainwashed at 
an early age about human sex-
uality in many public schools, 
beginning in kindergarten; and 
victimized as young children by 
sexual predators.

For God’s sake…let the 
children be children!  Let them 
laugh and play, learn and grow 
in loving families and support-
ive communities.  Childhood 
is brief enough without being 
exploited for political or sexual 
advantages.

I am grateful to have grown 
up in an era and society that was 
family-oriented and God-cen-
tered.  I wish that we could give 
all our children the assurance 
that I received as a child, sitting 
with my family and listening to 
Perry Como singing “Bless This 
House.”  Here are some of the 
comforting lyrics, but the audio 
version can be found at:  https://
www.google.com/search?q=per-
ry+como+bless+this+house+(re-
mastered+april+1989)&rlz=-
1C1AWUB_enU-
S739US744&oq=perry+co-
mo&aqs=chrome.0.69i59l-
2j46i433i512j0i433i512j46i-
512j69i61j69i-
60j69i61.5871j0j7&sourceid=-
chrome&ie=UTF-8

Bless this house, O Lord we 
pray. Make it safe By night and 
day. 

Bless these walls So firm and 
stout. Keeping want And trouble 
out.

Bless the roof And chimneys 
tall. Let thy peace Lie overall.

Bless this door That it may 
prove, Ever open To joy and 
love.

Bless these windows Shining 
bright. Letting in God’s Heaven-
ly light.

Bless the hearth Ablazing 
there. With smoke ascending 
Like a prayer.

Bless the people Here within. 
Keep them pure And free from 
sin.

Bless us all That we may be, 
Fit O Lord To dwell With Thee.

Bless us all That one day We, 
may dwell O Lord With Thee.

Continued from Page A6

Nation

Honor Your 
Loved One With 

An 
In Memoriam

Notice.

Call 
540-808-3949.

Deadline Is Noon 
Wednesday.

Alicia Blackburn with her Reserve Champion Bred & Owned Simmental Heifer

Several members of the Pulas-
ki County 4-H Livestock Club 
recently traveled to Harrison-
burg, VA to participate in the 
Junior Beef Round – Up.  This 
three-day event offers youth 
several opportunities to practice 
their skills in and out of the arena 
and a chance to push them out of 
their comfort zones.

Alicia Blackburn had an in-
credible weekend showing the 
cattle she has raised on the fam-
ily farm.  Her first trip around 
the show ring brought home a 
3rd place finish in Collegiate 
Showmanship – a class which 
is judged solely on the handler’s 
ability to control their animal as 
well as highlight the animal’s 
best attributes before the judge.  
Showmanship is a class of in-
tense concentration and shows 
the judge how hard a person has 
worked to prepared their animal 
for the showring. 

Alicia also showed two of her 
cattle in the breed classes – one 
in the Shorthorn division and 
one in the Simmental division.  
Alicia had a second-place class 
winner with her Simmental calf.  
This calf moved on to become 
the Reserve Champion Bred & 
Owned Simmental Heifer.  Con-
gratulations on a great weekend 
Alicia. 

Also, in the spotlight in Har-
risonburg were Collier Alder-
man and Lilly Sargent.  They 
stretched their boundaries a little 
and decided to enter the “Build 
A Better Burger” contest.  This 
contest challenged individuals 
or pairs of youth to create a nu-
tritious, appetizing beef burger 

4-H Livestock Club members take 
the spotlight in Harrisonburg

Lilly Sargent and Collier Alderman with their second-place 
creation of the BBQ Blitz Burger
from a provided “pantry” of in-
gredients.  Each team was given 
45 minutes to set up their work 
station, prepare their burger and 
clean up.  The youth then made a 
presentation to the judges about 
their processes, techniques, nu-
trition and creativity while pro-
moting the beef industry.  The 
contest is roughly based on ideas 
from 4-H Food Challenge, but 
focused more on beef in the diet 
and why and how consumers 
should/can eat beef.  Congrat-

ulations to Collier and Lilly for 
your second-place finish with 
your creation of the BBQ Blitz 
Burger.  We look forward to tast-
ing more of your creations in the 
future!
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COVID BOOSTER!
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Mike Williams/The Patriot
New Conservation Police Officers in the area - Andrew Rohrer 
(left) and Ronald Wood.

Rohrer, Wood are area’s 
newest Conservation 
Police Officers
By MIKE WILLIAMS
The Patriot

Pulaski County and the sur-
rounding area welcomes two new 
Conservation Police Officers fresh 
out of the Academy in Richmond.

Andrew Rohrer and Ronald 
Wood finished training at the state 
academy on April 8.

Rohrer will be based in Craig 
County, while Wood will be locat-
ed here in Pulaski County.

Both men love the outdoors, and 
that love helped steer them to ca-
reers with the Conservation Police.

Rohrer, originally from Penn-
sylvania, entered the academy in 
September.

“I worked in corrections before. 
I was looking for a change of scen-
ery but wanted to stay on a law 
enforcement path. Always had an 
interest in hunting, kayaking, hik-
ing outdoors. This job aligns with 
those, so I pursued it,” Rohrer said.

Wood, originally from New 
York, said he did 16 years active 
duty in the military prior to enter-
ing his new job.

“I was a cop there as well. I 
wanted a job that allowed me more 
time with my family and to not 
deploy so much. I enjoy fishing 
with my kids and in my off time 
I’m usually fishing with them, so 
I wanted a job where I can protect 
those resources for other dads who 
maybe were active-duty military 
or whatever so they can have the 
same opportunity with their kids,” 
Wood said.

How did they end up in Virgin-

ia?
“I’ve been down here through 

Virginia hiking a lot and we both 
made a plan last year to try and 
get to Virginia. Craig is where we 
ended up and we’re super happy 
about it,” Rohrer said.

“My wife went to school here – 
at Liberty – she knew the area and 
fell in love with the Blue Ridge 
area, so we’re just fortunate to end 
up out here,” Wood added.

“They were two of the best to 
get out of the academy and we’re 
super happy to have them up this 
way,” said their supervisor Ser-
geant John Koloda, who is origi-
nally from Radford. 

“They’ll do anything from 
woods to waters,” Koloda said. 
“We’re basically the law enforce-
ment for the woods, the lakes, the 
rivers – anything like that. You’re 
liable to see them hiding in the 
bushes anywhere.”

“They’re here to be part of the 
community and are looking for-
ward to getting involved in all the 
normal activities,” Koloda noted.

Koloda took the opportunity 
to remind area residents that the 
Conservation Police, a division 
of the Virginia Department of 
Wildlife Resources, has a 24-hour 
wildlife crime tip line. Anyone 
seeing someone violating the law 
can call 1-800-237-5712 to make a 
report.

If you haven’t run up on Rohrer 
or Woods yet, you can meet them 
on May 7 at the Kids Fishing Day 
event. They’ll both be there. 

May: Food Allergy Awareness Month
By Laura Reasor
Associate Family and 
Consumer Science Agent, Pu-
laski/Giles
lreasor@vt.edu

May is Food Allergy Aware-
ness Month! Researchers esti-
mate that 32 million Americans 
have food allergies, including 5.6 
million children (Food Allergy 
Research and Education, 2022). 
The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention reports the preva-
lence of food allergies in children 
has increased by 50% between 
1997 and 2011. 

A food allergy is a medical 
condition in which exposure to 

Student of 
the Month

Pulaski County Public School 
and Riverlawn Elementary 
recognize Victoria Gonzalez as 
their student of the month. She 
led the Pulaski County School 
Board in the Pledge of Alle-
giance at the Tuesday, April 12 
meeting. Victoria is a fourth-
grade student. Her parents are 
Michael and Erika Gonzalez. 
Victoria is a smart, enthusiastic 
student who always goes out 
of her way to help and include 
others. She is a natural leader 
who has ambition and moti-
vation to strive for excellence. 
Victoria’s favorite subject is 
Virginia Studies because she 
likes history. In Victoria’s spare 
time she likes to play guitar. Her 
grandfather and uncle give her 
lessons over Zoom. When she 
grows up, Victoria wants to be a 
lawyer with the goal of eventu-
ally becoming a judge.
Pulaski County Schools photo

a food triggers an immune re-
sponse. This occurs because the 
immune system attacks proteins 
in the food that are normally 
harmless. The proteins that trig-
ger the reaction are called al-
lergens. Some individuals may 
experience a mild reaction when 
ingesting or coming in close con-
tact with a food, such as tingling 
lips or a rash. Others may expe-
rience a serious reaction, known 
as anaphylaxis, that is potentially 
life-threatening. If an anaphy-
laxis reaction is not treated right 
away, usually with epinephrine, 
it can result in unconsciousness 
or death.

The most common food aller-

gies are: dairy, eggs, tree nuts, 
peanuts, shellfish, fish, soy, and 
wheat. It is very important to 
read food labels and prepare food 
safely for anyone with a known 
allergy. It is also worth noting 
that food allergies can develop at 
any point in someone’s life. 

Unfortunately, there is no 
cure for food allergies. They are 
managed by avoidance of the 
problem food(s) and learning to 
recognize and treat reactions and 
symptoms. 

More information can be pro-
vided by your local Extension 
Office, or at www.foodallergy.
org.
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Pulaski County’s Morgan Vest fields a ball during the Lady Cougars’ 4-2 loss Monday to Carroll County.

Lady Cougars fall to Carroll, 4-2
Patriot Staff Report

On Monday, Carroll County 
avenged an earlier 1-0 loss to 
Pulaski County by upending the 
Lady Cougars, 4-2.

The Lady Cavaliers scored 
twice in their half of the eighth 
inning to break a 2-2 tie to claim 
the win.

The loss drops Pulaski Coun-
ty to 7-6 on the season.

Carroll County broke out on 
top with two runs in top half of 
the third inning.

Pulaski County, however, an-
swered in the home half of the 
fourth inning, tying the game 
up with two runs off Lauren 
Cruise’s double that scored Cas-
sidy Price and Kaliegh Brien.

Laken Greever went the dis-
tance for the Lady Cougars, 
scattering 10 hits and allowing 
only one earned run. She struck 
out nine Carroll County batters.

Emma Leath – who’s single 
broke the 2-2 tie in the eighth 
– got the win for the Lady Cav-
aliers, going the distance and 
allowing only three hits and two 
earned runs. She struck out 10 

and walked two.
Cruise, Greever and Price 

each had a hit for the Lady Cou-
gars. 

Lauren Alley led the Lady 
Cavaliers’ attach with three hits 
in the game.

Last Friday, Pulaski County 
fell hard to River Ridge District 
foe Christiansburg, 14-3.

The Lady Blue Demons used 
big innings in the second, third 
(six runs), fourth and sixth to run 
away with the district win.

Paige Huff and Cassidy Price 
each had two hits for Pulaski 
County, while Emily Webb and 
Jordan Hill each added one.

Morgan Vest got the start on 
the rubber for Pulaski Coun-
ty, going the whole six innings, 
giving up eight hits, nine earned 
runs and 15 walks. She struck 
out six.

Kadyn Camper got the win 
for Christiansburg, going six 
innings, allowing six hits, two 
earned runs and striking out 
nine.

Casey Kietris led the Lady 
Blue Demons’ attack, going 
three-for-four at the plate.

Brian Bishop/The Patriot
Paige Huff puts the bat on the ball on this pitch.

Motor 
Mile 
puts first 
weekly 
series in 
books

Saturday marked the first full 
weekly racing series at the Motor 
Mile Speedway since the ice out 
opener of early March. This after 
a cancelation of April 9th events 
due to weather. 

It was a hot day at the track with 
temperatures that felt more like 
June than late April. 

Perhaps the heat contributed to 
at least one hot temper on the track 
as well. Kyle Dudley was wrecked 
by Mike Looney in the second of 
the two twin 50 lap events for the 
series and sent to the pits. 

It seemed to everyone that Dud-
ley went a lap down at that point 
while making a quick pit stop to 
check for damage. It seemed that 
way to everyone except Dudley 
that is. 

At the end of the race when 
Mike Looney pulled into Victory 
Lane to receive his trophy, Dudley 
pulled up in front of Looney’s car 
in protest. 

Dudley got out and was visibly 
upset. Many were concerned that a 
fight was about to break out. 

Dudley, presumably upset about 
the wreck, was also protesting that 
he was NOT a lap down during 
the time he came into the pits and 
should be the winner of the race. 
He believed that he had passed the 
start finish line while in the pits 
and technically had not gone a lap 
down. It turned out he was right. 

After the evening had conclud-
ed, NASCAR officials reviewed 
the videos multiple times and real-
ized that Kyle Dudley was indeed 
not a lap down. 

Hours after the cars had been 
loaded and hauled out of Radford, 
Kyle Dudley got the phone call 
from the track telling him HE was 
the winner of the race. 

The adjustment moved Mike 
Looney to second, and Bryan 
Reedy to third. This also meant 
that Dudley was a double winner 
having won the first of the twin 
Late Model races, followed by 
Looney and Cory Dunn finishing 
third.

Motor Mile Speedway hosted 
drivers from the traveling class 
the “Southern Ground Pounders,” 
a vintage class of late model cars 
from the 50’s through the 70’s. 
While the description of these cars 
suggests a car show where the cars 
are parked and admired by pass-
ersby, this class is anything but. 
Clocking speeds comparable to 
the Sportsman and Late Model 
classes. The winner in their fea-
ture was the car number 12 driven 
by Bobby Griffin, son of regional 
racing legend Jimmy Griffin. Bob-
by was racing in honor of his dad 
and was visibly emotional when 
giving his victory speech.

Motor Mile’s Sportsman divi-
sion also had twin races with two 
30 lap features. The top 3 for both 
races, even after a field inversion 
following race one, were Daryn 
Cockram, Karl Budzevski and 
Kyle Barnes. With Budzevski 
winning the first race and Cock-
ram winning the second.

Other winners included Bryce 
Blake in the Super Streets, Doodle 
Lang in the Mod-4’s, Cary Thom-
ason in U-cars and Blake Gordon 
for the Pure-4 division.

The weekly racing series re-
turns on May 7th with “Rockin’ 
and Racin’.” A full slate of racing 
for the Weekly Racing Series, and 
a concert included with the regu-
lar price of admission, with “Kiss 
Army,” a KISS tribute band in 
full KISS makeup and theatrics. 
Green flag at 6. A complete list 
of all the upcoming events at the 
Motor Mile Speedway and Rusty 
Wallace Racing Experience can 
be found at https://www.motorm-
ilespeedway.com/
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List Your Real Estate For Sale With Me
• 51 Years of Experience. 

• Principle Broker at McCraw Real Estate 
in Radford. 

• Top Producer. 
• Knows Real Estate Values. 

• State Licensed Auctioneer for 37 Years.  
 • Thousand of Homes Sold. 

I can sell your Home, Farm or 
Land for you! 

REALTOR and Member of New River Val-
ley Multiple Listing Service. I offer the Best 
Real Estate Service you can find.  Call me! 
Terry McCraw today at (540) 320-5200.

www.insurancecenterofdublin.com

543 East Main Street
Dublin, VA 24084 • 540-674-4678

See Us For All Your 
Auto, Home, Life, Business Insurance 

and Medicare Plans!

IT’S 
ALMOST 

YARD 
SALE 
TIME!

Remember, Yard Sales 
Are FREE in The Patriot.
Email your yard sale ad 
to: ads@pcpatriot.com; 

Call or text to: 
540-808-3949. 

Deadline is Wednesday 
for Friday’s paper.

YARD SALES

Saturday, May 7 marks the 
return of the flea market on 
Commerce Street in Pulaski.
The flea market will run every 
Saturday from May 7 to Sept. 24, 
except for those Saturdays when 
the Town of Pulaski is using the 
street for another event.
Setup for vendors begins at 6:30 
a.m. and customers can attend 
from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. when the 
market closes.
Vendor spaces at the market – 
on Commerce Street between 
Washington Avenue and Jeffer-
son Avenue only – are on a first 
come basis. 
Vendors are required to cleanup 
their space when the market ends 
each Saturday.
At this time there are no fees to 
vendors to participate.
Contact person for the market is 
Nick Glenn at 230-2794.

Indoor Yard Sale: Saturday, 
April 30 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 
4941 State Park Road (take Exit 
101 off I-81 – half-mile on right, 
watch for signs). For information 
call 540-449-9623.

Giant Yard Sale: May 6 and 7, 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Over 500 pieces of 
glassware, furniture and miscel-
laneous items. 50 Cents to $1.00. 
Behind the old Jefferson Mills 
plant. Everything must go. 

Estate Sale: 533 Maple Street, 
Dublin. Friday, April 29, 7 am – 
3 pm and Saturday, April 30, 7 
am – 3 pm.

Food and Yard Sale: Sponsored 
by Barren Springs Holiness 
Church. May 5 and 6, from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. and May 7 from 9 a.m.-
12 noon. Barren Springs Holi-
ness Church, Gardener Road, 
Barren Springs. Cheese burgers, 
hot dogs, potato salad, macaroni 
salad for sale and plenty of yard 
sale items. Call 540-980-7514 for 
more information.

Community-Wide Yard Sale: 
Saturday, May 7, 7 am-2 pm.  
Both entrances:  River Course 
and Heron’s Landing Drives.  
Fairlawn.  Rain Date May 15.

The Right Way, The Right Way, 
Right Away!Right Away!

Water Heaters 
Dish Washers • Faucets
Toilets • Drain Cleaning

Repair & Replace 
Water & Sewer Lines 

Pulaski Drain Service 
and Plumbing Repairs

Call 540-998-1223
Experienced, Licensed & Insured

Reasonable 

Prices

No Job 

Too Small

WYTHEVILLE GUN SHOW 
& FLEA MARKET

Apex Center  
APRIL 30 – MAY 1

530 Tables – Gun Show
Unlimited Space for Flea Market

FREE ADMISSION FOR 
FLEA MARKET

Sat. 9 am – 5 pm  Sun.  10 -5 pm
(540) 951 – 1344 or 

(540) 951 – 2344

FREE

FREE FIREWOOD – Pulaski 
area. All maple – free, newly cut. 
Must pick up and haul away.  Call 
540-320-5600.

WANTED

Wanted: 42-inch mowing deck 
for Troybilt Pony riding mower. 
Call 540-980-2166.

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

For Rent: Two bedroom apart-
ment in Pulaski. Call for infor-
mation. Call 540-980-1044.

FOR HIRE

For Hire: Will clean cabins and 
homes. Experienced. References. 
Call 540-739-4327.

For Hire: Lawn care services, $50 
per yard includes mulching, weed 
eating and trimming. Call 540-
824-2241.

CAMPERS FOR SALE

For Sale: 2018 Travel Trailer – 
Keystone Bullet Crossfire 1800 
RB. With tongue measures 22 feet 
long. Sleeps three with queen and 
twin beds. Bath, kitchen, show-
er, TV (with ROKU). Excellent 
condition. Includes cover and tire 
covers. Asking $16,000. Call 540-
230-3900.

FOR SALE:  
MISCELLANEOUS

For Sale: Quantum 2.0 Electric 
Wheelchair. Like new with char-
ger and paperwork. Will take 
$1,000 or trade. Call 540-944-
8782.

For Sale: Couch and matching 
chair. Call 540-674-5455.

For Sale: Two mausoleum crypts 
in Building A for sale at Highland 
Memory Gardens Mausoleum, 
Dublin. Opening and closing in-
cluded. Deed transfer fee includ-
ed. Call 540-577-1786.

For Sale: Wyandotte roosters. 
Call (540) 235-6631.

FIREWOOD FOR SALE
Well seasoned firewood consist-
ing of a mixture of wild cherry, 
locust & ash. Sold by the pickup 
or trailer load. If not used this 
Spring -can stack for the coming 
Fall & Winter. Best call (540) 235-
1943 after 7 PM.

For Sale: Couch and matching 
chair. Really good condition. 
Asking $100. Call 540-616-8015.

Pear shaped diamond ring, 14K, 
size 7, price reduced to $475. In-
cludes information card with de-
tails about the ring. Call 540-980-
5361.

FAIR HOUSING 
NOTICE:

We are pledged to the letter and spir-
it of Virginia’s policy for achieving 
equal housing opportunity through-
out the Commonwealth.
We encourage and support advertis-
ing and marketing programs in which 
there are no barriers to obtaining 
housing because of race, color, reli-
gion, national origin, sex, elderliness, 
familial status or handicap.
For more information or to file a 
housing complaint, call the Virgin-
ia Housing Office at (804) 367-8530; 
toll-free call (888) 551-3247.
For hearing-impaired, call (804) 367-
9753. E-mail fairhousing@dpor.vir-
ginia.gov.

Call Us For Your Advertising Needs.
540-808-3949

Yard Sale: First Dublin Presbyte-
rian Church – ECO will have its 
annual yard sale Saturday, May 
21. The sale will take place inside 
the church Fellowship Hall from 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m. The church is locat-
ed at 409 Church Street, Dublin.  
Also, hotdogs will be available for 
sale. Mark your calendars now. 
Hope to see you there!

Remember Your 
Cherished

Loved Ones With 
A  

Memoriam 
In

The Patriot.

Call 
540-808-3949.

Deadline Is Noon 
Wednesday.
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STATEWIDE 
CLASSIFIEDS

The Pulaski County Planning Commission will convene to review 
(2) Applications in May.  In accordance with the Code of Virginia, 
the Planning Commission will host a public hearings beginning 
at 7:00 p.m. on TUESDAY, May 10th, 2022 in the Board Room 
of the County Administration Building, 143 Third Street, NW, in 
the Town of Pulaski to receive comments about the applications as 
listed below;

1. Proposed text amendments to the Pulaski County Unified 
Development Ordinance (UDO). Text amendments relate 
to Article 4, 7 and 11.

2. Rezone Application submitted by CMO Enterprises on 
behalf of Joshua & Hollyn Williams to rezone Tax Map 
065-001-0000-031B from Commercial (CM) to Low 
Density Residential (LR) located at 4845 Hance Road.

The public can request information and/or submit comments as part 
of the public hearing process, by using any one of the following 
methods; E-mail: Send information request or public comment to 
Markie Quesenberry at mquesenberry@pulaskicounty.org . Phone: 
Contact Markie Quesenberry at 540-980-7710 or 540-440-0025 to 
learn more, or to have your comment transcribed for the public 
hearing. Regular Mail: Send your request for information or your 
comment to; Planning & Zoning Department, County of Pulaski, 
143 Third Street, NW, Suite 1, Pulaski, VA 24301. In Person: By 
attending the meeting at the location listed. 

For disabled individuals who may require special auxiliary 
aids or services, the County upon request will make reasonable 
accommodations available. Contact the County’s ADA Compliance 
Officer at (540) 980-7800 (TDD accessible) or (540) 980-7705, 
ten (10) days prior to the above meeting date to arrange for these 
special accommodations.

Pulaski County
Planning Commission 

Public Hearing

NOTICE TO ALL 
FAIRLAWN SEWER AUTHORITY CUSTOMERS

Notice is hereby given that the Fairlawn Sewer Authority will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, 
May 24, 2022, at 6 p.m., in the New River Room of the Pulaski County Innovation Center, 6580 
Valley Center Drive, Radford, Virginia, on the proposed revision of sewer rates at which hearing 
owners, tenants and occupants of property to be served or served by the Authority and all others 
interested will have an opportunity to be heard.

A copy of the current and proposed rate schedules is included below:

Current (Effective May 1, 2019)
Base Rate ($/mo.):
Residential  $24.00
Commercial $25.30
Usage Rate ($/1,000 gallons):
Residential  $1.25 (first 1,000 gallons inclusive in the base rate)
Commercial $4.40

Proposed (Effective July 1, 2022)
Base Rate ($/mo.):
Residential  $24.00 (unchanged) 
Commercial $25.30 (unchanged) 
Usage Rate ($/1,000 gallons):
Residential $2.00 (first 1,000 gallons inclusive in the base rate)
Commercial $5.00

Additional related information may be obtained from the Fairlawn Tax and Bookkeeping Service, 
7436 Peppers Ferry Boulevard, Fairlawn, Virginia or by calling (540) 633-5146. 

LEGAL NOTICE

The Town Council of the Town of Pulaski, Virginia will hold a 
public hearing on Tuesday, May 3, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers of the Pulaski Municipal Building, 42 First Street, NW 
to consider the following:

1. A proposed zoning amendment to Section 6.1, Lots 
of Record, adding 6.1.5, ”A lot of record that cannot 
accommodate the construction of a reasonably sized 
structure, as determined by the evaluation of similar 
properties within the same block and zoning district, 
fronting the same street, due to the front (and side if a 
corner lot) setback requirements of the respective zoning 
district may be permitted a less than required setback but 
not less than the average of the setbacks on the existing 
developed lots within the same block and zoning district, 
fronting the same street.”

All persons desiring to comment on the proposed requests should 
submit their remarks to Caroline Smith, Planner, by 5:00 p.m. 
on Tuesday, May 3, 2022, to 42 First Street, NW/PO Box 660, 
Pulaski, VA or via email to csmith@pulaskitown.org. A copy of the 
application and other pertinent materials are available for public 
review in the Economic Development and Planning Manager’s 
office, Pulaski Municipal Building, 42 First Street, NW from 8:30 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.

For disabled individuals who may require special auxiliary aids or 
services, reasonable accommodations will be made by the Town 
upon request. Please contact the Town Manager’s Office at (540) 
994-8600 prior to the above meeting date. For persons with hearing 
or visual difficulties, contact Virginia Relay at 711 to arrange 
contact with the Town.

Public Hearing
Town of Pulaski
Town Council

The Town of Pulaski Board of Zoning Appeals hereby gives notice 
of a public hearing to be held on May 12, 2022 at 6:00 p.m. in 
the Council Chambers of the Pulaski Municipal Building, 42 First 
Street, NW, in order to hear citizen comments regarding the Board 
of Zoning Appeals intention to act on the following request:

A request by Ray Schaeffer II for a variance from Section 
4.3.3, Site Development Regulations of the Zoning Ordinance 
of the Town of Pulaski, Virginia for property located at 251 
Henry Avenue in the R-2 Two-Family Residential District. 
Section 4.3.3 requires minimum setbacks of 35’ from the 
front, 10’ from the side, 35’ from all public streets, and 25’ 
from the rear. The applicant requests a variance to deviate from 
the required side setback to construct a garage adjacent to 263 
Henry Avenue, with a side setback of 3’. 

Comments and/or questions can be sent ahead of the hearing via 
email to Caroline Smith, Planner, csmith@pulaskitown.org, or 
via phone at 540-994-8624; or in the form of written comments 
to Caroline Smith (42 First Street, NW, Pulaski, Virginia) until the 
date of the hearing. Copies of the variance application, site plans, 
and corresponding ordinances may be reviewed at the Pulaski 
Municipal Building Monday through Friday between the hours of 
8:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.

Public Hearing
Town of Pulaski

Board of Zoning Appeals

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
Commonwealth of Virginia 
VA. CODE §§ 1-211.1; 8.01-316, -317, 20-104
Case No. CL21000632-00
Pulaski County Circuit Court
45 Third Street, NW, Ste. 101, Pulaski, VA 24301

GARY EDWARD WHEELER v. LATRAYLE LEIGH WHEELER

The object of this suit is to: TO OBTAIN A DIVORCE

It is ORDERED that LATRAYLE LEIGH WHEELER appear at 
the above-named court and protect his/her interests on or before 
JUNE 6, 2022.

APRIL 5, 2022                                               Maetta Crew, Clerk

Notice is given pursuant to the Pulaski County Unified Development 
Ordinance and Section 15.2-2310 of the 1950 Code of Virginia, as 
amended, that a public hearing will be held at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 
May 17th, 2022 in the Board Room of the County Administration 
Building, 143 Third Street, NW, Pulaski, VA 24301. The Pulaski 
County Board of Zoning Appeals is hosting a Public Hearing and 
will receive public comments in relationship to the application(s) 
for zoning variance as listed below:

• Petition by Dennis & Robyn Pickeral, for a variance to 
Article 4.6.C (Building Setback Residential Zone District) 
Pulaski County Unified Development Ordinance. 
Property is located at 7264 Timberlane Drive, Tax Map # 
028-004-0000-0002 Cloyd District.

Comments may be presented at the meeting and by phone or in 
writing prior to the meeting. Information regarding these items are 
available for public inspection from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, at the Department of Planning & Zoning, County 
Administration Building, 143 Third Street, NW, Pulaski, VA 24301.

If you are a disabled individual and would like special auxiliary 
aids or services, please contact the County’s ADA Compliance 
Officer at (540) 980-7800 (TDD accessible) or (540) 980-7705, ten 
(10) days prior to the above meeting date.  

Public Notice
Pulaski County

Board of Zoning Appeals

Call Us For Your Advertising Needs.
540-808-3949

AUCTIONS 

AUCTION - OVER 400 LOTS. 
CONSTRUCTION EQUIP-
MENT, BUILDING MATE-
RIALS, METAL FRAMING, 
DECORATIVE STONE, 
SCAFFOLDING, POWER 
TOOLS & MORE! SAT APR 30, 
10AM ONSITE. 3565 OLIVET 
CHURCH RD, PROVIDENCE 
FORGE, VA. VIEW & BID 
NOW: ISGETTAUCTION.COM 
804-338-3458 VA AL 2426

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Ad-
vertise your upcoming auctions 
statewide and in other states. Af-
fordable Print and Digital Solu-
tions reaching your target audi-
ences. Call this paper or Landon 
Clark at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-877-614-6667

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during 
utility power outages, so your 
home and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free quote to-
day! Call for additional terms 
and conditions. 1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a so-
lar plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your re-
liance on the grid, prepare for 
power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services 
available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no 
obligation, quote today. Call 
1-833-688-1378

RECRUITMENT

HIRING? We can help you fill 
your open positions! Promote 
job listings regionally or state-
wide! Affordable Print and 
Digital Advertising Solutions 
reaching potential candidates. 
Call this paper or Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

D I V O R C E - U n c o n t e s t -
ed, $395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$225.00. No court ap-
pearance. Estimated completion 
time twenty-one days. Hilton 
Oliver, Attorney (Facebook). 
757-490-0126. Se Habla Es-
panol. BBB Member. https://hil-
tonoliverattorneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARAN-
TEED Life Insurance! No med-
ical exam or health questions. 
Cash to help pay funeral and 
other final expenses. Call Phy-
sicians Life Insurance Compa-
ny- 844-509-1697 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/vapress

NASCAR Cup Series 
heads to Monster Mile
From NASCAR

Next up on the 2022 NASCAR 
Cup Series schedule is Dover Mo-
tor Speedway for Sunday’s Dura-
MAX Drydene 400 presented by 
RelaDyne (3 p.m. ET on FS1, MRN 
and SiriusXM NASCAR Radio); 
the 11th race of the year. 

 Aptly nicknamed the Monster 
Mile, Dover Motor Speedway is a 
one-mile concrete paved oval locat-
ed in Dover, Delaware. Dover Mo-
tor Speedway, originally known as 
Dover Downs International Speed-
way, has hosted 103 NASCAR Cup 
Series races dating back to the inau-
gural event on July 6, 1969. The first 
Dover Cup Series race was won by 
NASCAR Hall of Famer Richard 
Petty driving a Petty Enterprises 
Ford (115.772 mph, 02:35:28). Pet-
ty actually won the first two Cup 
events at the track (1969, 1970). 

 In total, the 103 NASCAR Cup 
Series races at Dover Motor Speed-
way have produced 42 different 
pole winners and 39 different race 
winners. NASCAR Hall of Famer 
David Pearson leads the series in 

poles at Dover Motor Speedway 
with six (1969, 1973 sweep, 1974, 
1975, 1981). Joe Gibbs Racing’s 
Denny Hamlin leads all active se-
ries drivers in poles at Dover with 
four (2012, 2013, 2015, 2019). Sev-
en of the 42 NASCAR Cup Series 
Dover Motor Speedway pole win-
ners are active this weekend.

Recently retired driver, Jimmie 
Johnson, holds the NASCAR Cup 
Series record for the most wins at 
Dover Motor Speedway with 11 
victories. 

Three drivers are tied for the 
most wins among active compet-
itors at Dover – Kevin Harvick, 
Martin Truex Jr. and Kyle Bus-
ch – each have three wins. Of the 
39 different NASCAR Cup Series 
winners at Dover Motor Speed-
way, nine are active this weekend.

This weekend’s DuraMAX 
Drydene 400 will be 400 laps (400 
miles) and will be broken up into 
three stages. The first stage will be 
120 laps, the second stage will be 
130 laps and the final stage will be 
150 laps. 
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Pulaski County is seeking a Recreation Coordinator that will be 
responsible for overseeing the planning, promotion, organization 
and administration of sports programs and other related activities 
in the County.    

Work with be performed along with Sports Coordinator, 
Maintenance Techs and the Director of Parks and Recreation.  
Service areas mainly include: Dublin, Pulaski, Draper, Fairlawn, 
Belspring, Parrott, Snowville, Hiwassee and Allisonia.  Applicant 
must be certified in CPR and First Aid.  A Bachelor’s Degree 
in Parks and Recreation, Sports Management or related field is 
preferred.  Must possess strong organizational skills, experience 
with organizing sports programs and working with the public.  
Applicant must also successfully pass a drug and alcohol test and a 
driving record and background check.

This is a full-time position that includes benefits such as health, 
dental, vision and life insurance, VRS retirement, optional 457b, 
paid holidays, vacation and sick time, etc.  The salary scale for this 
position is $40,833 - $66,649 and is commensurate upon education 
and experience.  

Interested individuals may apply at the appropriate Virginia 
Employment Commission Office or may download and submit 
an application from www.pulaskicounty.org to Tammy Nichols, 
Human Resources Director, tnichols@pulaskicounty.org.

Position will be open until filled with reviews beginning 
immediately

Equal Opportunity Employer

Pulaski County
Recreation

Coordinator

JOBS

JOBS

The County of Pulaski is seeking qualified applicants to fill 
experienced full-time E-911 Public Safety Telecommunicator 
postions.   Job requirements include receiving and dispatching 
emergency (911) calls for police, fire and emergency medical 
services.    Applicant must successfully pass a thorough background 
investigation, drug screen and have no felony convictions. 
Experience or training as an emergency communications officer, 
dispatcher or similar position required.  

The base salary for this positon is $35,000; however, salary 
decisions are based upon certifications, education and experience.  
This is a full-time positon that includes benefits such as health, 
dental, vision and life insurance, State retirement plan, optional 
457-retirement program,  paid vacation and sick leave, paid holidays 
and much more. 

Interested individuals may apply through your local Virginia 
Employment Commission or by downloading an application from 
the Pulaski County Website www.pulaskicounty.org and submitting 
it to Tammy Nichols, Human Resources Director at tnichols@
pulaskicounty.org.  You may also view a full job description on the 
website.

Positions are open until filled

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

E-911
Public Safety

Telecommunicator

Danielle Reid/The Patriot
Jeffery Walke of Self Preservation, LLC demonstrates how to escape from duct tape restraints using 
the shoestring method.  Walke and his volunteers conduct free quarterly classes for the public.  “We 
are not just a business.  We have a passion for protecting you, your family and your community,” 
he states.

By DANIELLE REID
The Patriot

Jeffery Walke and his associ-
ates from SCM Selfpreservation, 
LLC,  conducted a Self-Defense/
Abduction Prevention, Escape 
and Evasion class last Saturday, 
April 23rd at the Central Gym 
in Pulaski.  The class was spon-
sored by the Pulaski Police De-
partment during National Crime 
Victims’ Rights Week. 

The free class was attended by 
20 individuals of all ages who 
learned life-saving strategies to 
avoid abduction and tactics to 
defend themselves and escape, if 
detained and restrained by duct 
tape or zip ties.  His students for 
this class were taught the motto: 
“I refuse to be your victim.”

“We have a passion for pro-
tecting you, your family and 
our community.  This is not just 
a business to us,” Walke said, 
speaking of his team of volun-
teers.  Walke said that his orga-
nization holds a free self-defense 
class every quarter, but he will 
also work with schools, churches 
and businesses.

Walke, a former Marine, 
demonstrated innovative ways to 
escape capture and then encour-
aged the students as they prac-
ticed these escape methods.  He 
also shared valuable information 
about child abduction and traf-

Students learn self-defense, more

Danielle Reid/The Patriot
Selina Blessing and Aaron Foster from the Pulaski County Com-
monwealth Attorney’s office, attended Jeff Walke’s Self Defense, 
Abduction Prevention Class held Saturday, April 23rd at the Pu-
laski County Gym.

ficking.
“The way you get out of duct 

tape wrapped around your wrists 
is to pray,” stated Walke, as he 
showed them the effective move-
ments to accomplish their re-
lease. 

In showing how to escape from 
being physically attacked, Walke 
reminded, “If they can’t see, they 
can’t fight; If they can’t breathe, 

they can’t fight; and if they can’t 
walk, they can’t fight.  These 
were in reference to vulnera-
ble places on an attacker’s body 
where the intended victim can 
strike and then escape.

Walke says his organization 
is a full-service personal pro-
tection school specializing in 
abduction prevention, escape 
and evasion training.  He and his 
associates prepare students from 
concealed carry to active shooter 
deterrence training and defense.  
Corporations, churches and busi-
nesses have used his services for 
security consulting and training.   
He also holds classes for teens 
and young adults - a must for to-
day’s environment. 

Self Preservation, LLC web-
site is:  https://scmselfpreserva-
tion.simdif.com/  Jeffery Walke 
phone number is (540) 577-3953.
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Specials For May:
20% Off Soft Books, Cancer, 

Medical Themed Fabrics.
Get Ready For Craft Fairs!
Ms. Audre's FabricsMs. Audre's Fabrics

206 Main Street • Narrows, Va.

(540) 921-2042

Open 10-6 Tues. - Friday, 10-4 Saturday

Pulaski County property transfers for February
Property transfers for Feb-

ruary 2022 as reported by the 
Pulaski County Circuit Court 
Clerk’s Office:

Timothy A. Simpkins to Sam-
uel Christopher Smith, property 
at 3431 Greenhouse Road, Hi-
wassee,   $179,000.

Jerry J. Covey to Henry Alan 
Young, 5.61 acres off Wilderness 
Road, Dublin, $25,000.

The Estate of John Francis 
Sha to Barbara Lynne Williams, 
property at 7201 Lillydell Circle, 
Dublin,  $58,000.

Gordon V. Hurst to Wanda S. 
Hamlin, property at 313 Gala-
way Avenue, Dublin, $114,600.  

Timothy A. Rorrer to Rebecca 
M. LeBlanc, property at 143 Cliff 
Street, Pulaski, $95,750.  

Gerald D. Repass to Alexia 
M. Williams,  property at 12 4th 
Street, SE, Pulaski, $98,600.  

Christina L. Patten to Roo-
fus Holdings, LLC, property at 
613 Mathews Court, Pulaski,  
$58,000.  

Glenthia Fisher to Faith Ste-
phens, property at 4261 Horse-
shoe Loop, Dublin,  $17,600.  

Glenthia Fisher to William 
Martin Kegley, Jr. 54+ acres at 
3742 Black Hollow Road, Dub-
lin, $472,309.

Michael G. Gay to Billy R. 
Kincer, property at 5195 Hatcher 

Road, Dublin,  $45,000. 
Douglas C. Woolley, Jr. to 

Katherine Grace Bayse, proper-
ty at 3690 Simpkinstown Road, 
Hiwassee   $225,000.

Margaret Diane Tickle, Ad-
ministrator, to Jeffrey D. Kin-
caid, property at 6873 Ruebush 
Road, Dublin,  $132,000.  

Gary D. Plotts to Robert W. 
Dove, property at 5788 Taberna-
cle Place, Pulaski, $176,000.

Janick, LLC to Shah De-
velopment, LLC, property at 
5323 Newbern Road, Dublin, 
$225,000.

Bryan W. Acken, Jr. to Ni-
cole Lee Haskins, property at 
6269 Old Ferry Road, Hiwassee,  
$1,475,000.  

Jacqueline L. Fagan to Rober-
to Eduardo Llaneras, property at 
5550 Thornspring Heights Lane, 
Pulaski,  $25,000.  

Berl E. Delph  to Joshua A. 
Friend, property at 3704 Eugene 
Street, Pulaski,  $27,500.  

Shirlene Erck to James A. 
Phibbs, property at 4412 Rob-
inson Tract Road, Pulaski, 
$60,000.

Jayne Perala to Jordan Mar-
shall Goodspeed, property off 
Boyd Road in Draper, $165,000.

Donald R. Whitt to Kimberly 
Dawn Havens, property at 5517 
Panorama Way, Dublin,  $87,500.

T&M Southwest LLC to James 

K. Prescott, property off At-
woods Drive near Draper Valley 
Golf Club, $7,500.

Earl Craig Smith to Andrew J. 
Rosenberger, property off Hall 
Drive, Dublin,  $155,000.  

David Lee Shutt to April Del-
ane Thornton, property at 7616 
Sarahs Way, Culpeper, Virginia,  
$12,000.  

Andrea L. Kellis to Michae-
lene W. Balconi, property at 
1120 Camper Street, Pulaski,  
$230,500.

Albert S. Johnson to Stepha-
nie McKinney, property at 2724 
Fairway Drive, Draper,  $40,000.

 Philip Wayne Hoback to Kay-
la M. Cooper, property at 5740 
Pifer Drive, Dublin,  $176,185.  

Shah Development, LLC, 
to Bobby Dillon, property at 
1014 Wilson Avenue, Pulaski,  
$224,000.  

Estate of Sherry D. Yopp to 
Karen Berry, property at 1238 
Collins Drive, Pulaski, $275,000.  

Capital Investment Ent, LLC, 
to Anoni, LLC, property at 4442 
Cleburne Boulevard, Dublin,  
$650,000.  

Timothy Wayne White to 
Kimberly W. Gillespie, proper-
ty at 4029 Evans Street, Pulaski,  
$155,000.  

Shah Development, LLC to 
Zachary Keith Croy, property at 
503 S. Madison Avenue, Pulaski,  

$201,750.
Linda Pearly Viers to Timothy 

White, property at 115 Prince 
Avenue, Pulaski, $21,150.  

Brian Keith Swecker to Hol-
ly N. Gilliam, property at 5035 
Thornspring Road, Pulaski,  
$73,900.  

Johnathan W. Alley to Victo-
ria Beth Marshall, property at 
5446 Mitchell Drive, Dublin,  
$130,000.

Daniel T. Johnston to Johna-
than W. Alley, property at 4481 
Newbern Heights Drive, Pulaski,  
$258,000.  

Rebkee Partners Dublin, LLC 
to Dublin, VA, LLC, property at 
5239 Alexander Road, Dublin,  
$3,900,000.  

Truliant Federal Credit Union 
to Jason B. Batten, property 
at 6210 Old Route 11, Dublin,  
$148,000.  

Berl E. Delph to Dennis Rat-
cliff, property at 3704 Eugene 
Street, Pulaski, $27,900.

Travis Joe Marshall to An-
thony Wayne Kemp, property 
at 183 Camelot Lane, Hillsville, 
$22,500.

TKC CV, LLC to Agree East-
ern, LLC, property at 1050 E. 
Main Street, Pulaski, $1,820,000.  

Floyd J. Easter, Jr. to Mary K. 
Easter, property at 6204 High-
land Road, Dublin, $146,070.  

Bruce Kelly Padgett to More-

head Resale, LLC, property at 
3234 Foster Falls Road, Barren 
Springs, Virginia,  $30,000.  

George Gulley to Brittany 
Simmons Robertson, property at 
3864 Bob White Boulevard, Pu-
laski,  $360,000.  

James A. Cashion to Michael 
Hlavac, property off Kirby Road, 
Draper, $94,000.

Pulaski Development, LLC, 
to Bimmerworld Properties, 
LLC, property at 1088 Memorial 
Drive, Pulaski,  $4,362,626.  

Ronald Rea to Ashley Carr, 
property at 4423 Lee Highway, 
Dublin,  $279,000.

Ackerman Construction, Inc. 
to Kiel Brandon Ackerman, 
property at 6944 Doral Drive, 
Radford,  $242,000.  

Joseph M. Donkers to Ed-
wards L. Chitwood, property at 
7539 Brandon Road, Fairlawn,  
$144,200. 

 

Judith Ann Malek-Ismail to 
Richard A. Miller, property at 
7700 Cedar Grove Lane, Bel-
spring, $430,000. 

Andrew Craig & Kevin Loftus 
to John T. Wukich, property at 
7388 Riverbluff Road, Fairlawn, 
$300,000. 

 
Jonathan C. Preedom to Ken-

neth H. Rick, property at 7008 
Doral Drive, Fairlawn, $100,000.  

New Mount Olive UMC 
to hold fish fry Saturday
Where: New Mount Olive United Methodist Church
              309 Russell Avenue
              Radford Virginia 24141
Located Across From (R&R Market & Radford Fire Department)
When: Saturday April 30, 2022   Time: 11AM-4PM
Dinners Are $10.00 Including “2” Pieces Of Deep Fried Fish, Baked 
Beans, Cole-Slaw, Rolls & Desert
Fish Sandwiches Are $6.00 1 Piece Of Fish On Bun With Slaw
Extra Piece Of Fish $3.00
For Call In Orders Call The Church 540-639-6425
Delivery In The Radford Area Only & You Can Come By & Pick 
Up Your Order

Fish Fry Is Sponsored By 
The United Methodist Men Of New Mount Olive

4-H Leaders Caught Reading!
Chris Lichty, 4-H Extension Agent (aka the 4-H Guy), and Cynthia Hurst, 4-H Program Assistant (the 
4-H Lady), were caught reading their favorite books today as part of Literacy Awareness sponsored by 
the Pulaski County Library System.
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Draper Valley Baptist Church
3200 Lee Highway
Draper, Va. 24324

Pastor: Alan Pearce
Service Times:

Bible Study Sunday, 10 a.m.
Sunday Worship, 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening, 5 p.m.

email: drapervalleybc@gmail.com
www.drapervalleybaptist.org

Grace Baptist Church
552 E. Main Street
Dublin, Va. 24084

Pastor: Doug Testerman
674-1762

Primary Services:
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Sunday worship

Sunday  Night Power Hour, 6 to 7 p.m.
Wednesday Night 7 to 8 p.m.

Grace Kids and Teens Bible Study

Open Door Baptist Church
4576 Miller Lane

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor: Rev. N.K. Howlett

Primary Services:
Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.

Worship, 11 a.m.
Wednesday Night, 7 p.m.

Phone: 980-2046

Draper United Methodist Church
3080 Greenbriar Road

Draper, VA 24324
Pastor: Rev. Jason Crandall

423-716-2570
Primary Service Times:
Sunday School, 10 a.m.

Worship, 11 a.m.
Phone: 276-477-3835

Christ Episcopal Church
144 North Washington Ave., Pulaski

P.O. Box 975
Service: 10 a.m. every Sunday

Phone: 980-2413
Email: christ24301@gmail.com

Jordan's Chapel UMC
Pastor: Jim Goddard
Worship: 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School: 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

Cecil's Chapel United Methodist Church
5801 Cecil's Chapel Road, 

Hiwassee, VA  24347
Pastor Jason Crandall

Worship service is 8:45am-9:45am
Sunday School is 10 - 10:45am
Ricky Dishon, 540 239 6360, 

www.facebook.com/cecilschapel.umc

Valley Harvest Ministries
1 Harvest Place

P.O. Box 458
Dublin, VA 24084

Senior Pastor Steve Willis 
Associate Pastors: Perry Slaughter, 

Walter Gueste, Derick Burton
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.

Hispanic Ministry Service- Sunday 6 p.m. 
Wednesday School 7 p.m. 

www.vhmdublin.org
540-674-4729

Dublin Baptist Church
Dublin Baptist Church

100 Hawkins Street, Dublin, VA 24084
540-674-6061

secretary@dublinbaptistva.org
Website: dublinbaptistva.org

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11 a.m.

Wednesday Youth Bible Study, 7 p.m.

Allisonia Pentecostal Holiness Church
1560 Julia Simpkins Road

Allisonia, VA 
Pastor Justin Phillips

Sunday Morning Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship: 6 p.m.

First United Methodist Church 
301 N. Jefferson Ave. - Pulaski (physical 

address) 
135 Fourth St., NW - Pulaski (mailing 

address)
Pastor’s Name: Will Shelton 
Sunday Service: 10:00 AM 

Contact Info. Phone: 540.980.3331
e-mail: office@fumcpulask.org website: 

www.fumcpulask.org  
FACEBOOK@FirstUMCPulaski and 

WBLB 10:00am

Belspring Baptist Church
6887 Depot Street

Belspring, VA 24058
Pastor Darrell Linkous

Service Times:
Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Sunday worship: 11 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study and 
Youth Group: 7 p.m.

Darrell Linkous: 353-0081
belspringbaptistchurch@gmail.com

Memorial Baptist Church
995 Peppers Ferry Road

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor: Michael S. Jones

Sunday
9:45 am - Sunday School

11:00 am - Worship
Wednesday

6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
(540) 980-4731

Email: dfarley3@verizon.net

Delton Church of God 
of Prophecy

4570 Boyd Road, Draper, VA 24324
Pastor Vickie Lee Viars

deltoncogop@gmail.com   (276) 620-3191
Sunday mornings - 11 AM to 12 PM

Sunday evenings-Facebook live services 
announced on Facebook 

Wednesday evenings- To be announced at 
later future time until COVID-19 ceases
Delton COGOP is following all COVID-19 

safety guidelines of social distancing, masks, 
cleaning, and disinfection.

Heritage Church
6195 Cleburne Boulevard, Dublin

Pastor Mike Pierce
Service Times: 

Wednesdays, 7 p.m.; 
Sundays, 10 a.m.
(540) 674-9220

Website: www.heritagechurch.net
Facebook.com/

HeritageChurchDublinVA

First Missionary Baptist Church
7318 Manns Drive 

Fairlawn, Virginia 24141-8524
(540) 639-5331

email: fmbc1872@verizon.net
Pastor: Rev. Richard A. Goodman, Sr.

Associate Minister:
Rev. Annette Cheek

Clerk: Mrs. Carlotta Lewis
Sundays: 

Morning Worship  11:00 a.m.
The Lord's Supper - Each First Sunday

Wednesdays: Prayer Meeting &       
Bible Study  6:30 p.m.

Draper’s Valley Presbyterian (PCA)
2755 Old Baltimore Road, 

Draper, VA 24324
 Interim Pastor: Rev. David Gilleran

Associate Pastor: Rev. Roland Mathews
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship Service 6:15 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Groups and Adult Prayer 

& Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
Phone - 540-994-9015

e-mail - drapers.valley@dvpca.org
website - www.dvpca.org

Sunday Morning Worship Live-Stream • 
10:30 a.m. (or anytime on YouTube)

Trinity Lutheran 
Church ELCA

2 Fifth Street, N.W., Pulaski
540-980-3624

The Rev. Terrie Sternberg
trinitypulaski @gmail.com

Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
(Sept. - May)

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
(June - Aug.)

Bible Study: Wednesday, 12:30
www.trinitypulaski.org

Trinity United Methodist
Pastor: Judy Yonce

Sunday Worship - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Study - Wednesday, 7 p.m.

528 5th Street, S.E.
Pulaski, Va.

Phone - 980-0820

Grace Ministries
Church of God of Prophecy

1021 Macgill Street
Pulaski, VA 24301

Church: 540-980-2118
Cell: 276-233-8083

Bus Ministry: 540-230-2485
www.pulaskigracemin.com

Email: pulaskigracemin@hotmail.com
Pastor Mike Williams
Children's Ministry

Aaron  & Becky Sampson 
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.
Children’s Church 10:30 a.m.

Children’s Free Breakfast 10:30 a.m.
Ages 5-12

Men’s & Women’s Ministry Wed. 6:30

Faith Bible Church
110 LaGrange Street, Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor: Jim Linkous
Associate Pastor: T.J. Cox

540-980-5433
www.facebook/faithbiblechurch

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.

Sunday Children’s Church: 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening: 6 p.m.

Wednesday Evening Bible Study: 7 p.m.
Children’s Meal: 6:30 p.m.

Children’s and Youth’s Group 
Classes: 7 p.m.

Dublin Christian Church
5605 Dunlap Road

P.O. Box 1330
Dublin, VA 24084

(540) 674-8434
www.dublinchristianchurch.com

Richard R. Goad, Jr.
Senior Minister

Greg “Scooter” Breisch
Youth Minister

Sunday School 10 a.m.
Worship 11 a.m.

Sunday Evening Worship and 
Youth Meeting, 6 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study and Children's Bible 
Classes, 7 p.m.

First Presbyterian Church
408 N. Jefferson Avenue, Pulaski

Interim Pastor: Rev. Graham Mitchell
(540) 980-2132

Email: firstprespulaskiva@gmail.com
Sunday Services:

Sept.-May: Sunday School, 11 a.m.
June-Labor Day: 10 a.m.

Snowville Christian Church 
(DOC - Disciples of Christ)

5436 Lead Mine Rd.
Hiwassee, VA 24347
Pastor:  Jerry King

Website:  
www.SnowvilleChristianChurch.com

(and Facebook)
Office: 540-633-3761

Email: 
office@SnowvilleChristianChurch.com

Sunday Worship Service:  11:00 a.m.
Sunday School:  10:00 a.m.

Thursday Bible Study:  6:00 p.m.
“Inspiring hope, helping people grow their 

faith, and sharing God’s love with others!”

What is it? It is Divine Guid-
ance. It’s how and when God 
guides human destiny.

A good example is when 
Esther, a Jewish slave girl be-
came the Queen of the powerful 
Persian Empire and saved the 
whole Jewish Nation from anni-
hilation. God has a plan for each 
one of us and sometimes places 
us in a certain place to accom-
plish His purposes.Esther was 
an orphan slave girl who was 
raised by her cousin Mordecai. 

Esther 1:19. “If it please the 
King, let there go forth a royal 
commandment from him, and 
let it be written among the laws 
of the Persians and the Medes 
that it not be altered. That Vashti 
come no more before King 
Ahasuerus and let the King give 
her royal estate unto another 
that is better than she. And then 
the King’s decree was published 
throughout all his empire.”

Ahasueus gave a big party 
for his Generals, Princes and 
Nobles,  and the whole crowd 
got drunk. He got his snoot full 
and called in his wife Queen 
Vashti to appear before the great 
crowd, wearing her crown to 
display her beauty. She refused 
to be paraded around before a 
bunch of drunken revelers. 

However no one ever said 
“No” to the King. He called in 
his counselors and asked them 
what he should do about her re-
fusal to answer his call and they 
suggested that he remove her 
from being the Queen, which 
he did.  Vashti had principles 
and she stuck to them. Marriage 
does not give a husband license 
to pursue his basest fantasies, 
and neither does it enslave the 
wife to fulfill them. 

The King agreed with his 
advisers and made a law, and in 
accordance with the law of the 
Medes and the Persians, it could 
never be repealed.

In my view, the Bible says 
that a wife shall respect her 
husband and help him to fulfill 
his God given role as the head 
of the family. A husband should 
respect his wife and should 
love and appreciate her. Men 
are instructed to love our wives 
as Christ loved the Church and 
gave His life for it. She is not to 
be treated as a door mat, a slave 
or a punching bag. 

The King called for a beauty 
pageant of sorts of the most 
beautiful virgins in the King-
dom from whom he would 
choose one for his Queen. And 
Esther, whose name meant beau-
tiful was commanded to appear. 
Esther was lovely in form and 
features. The King chose Esther 
to be his wife. Proverbs 21:1. 
“The King’s heart is in the hand 
of the Lord, as rivers of water. 
He turneth it whithersoever He 
will.” God was there all the time 
working behind the scenes to 
accomplish His divine purpose.

There was a very wicked man 
by the name of Haman who was 
in the Kings favor. When he 
rode by in his chariot , everyone 
would bow. However Mortacai 
refused to bow. Therefore Ha-
man convinced the King to issue 
a decree that all Jews in the 
Kingdom would be annihilated. 
Then he had a gallows built on 
which to hang Mortacai.

Mortacai went to see Esther 
and asked her to ask the King to 
end the command to annihilate 
the Jews. At first she insisted 
that no one including her was 
allowed to enter the King’s 
presence unless they had been 
summons in by the King. Mort-
acai told Esther “Who knows 
but what you have been called 
into the Kingdom for such a 
time as this.” She consented and 
asked for prayer from the Jews. 
Then she went in to see the King 
uninvited and to her he held out 

The Divine 
Providence 
Of God

See MCCRAW, page B7

Church Directory

Grace Episcopal Church
210 4th Street, Radford, 24141

639-3494
Service: 10:30AM Sundays

Email: office@graceradford.org
http://www.graceradford.org

Facebook: Grace Episcopal Church

Max Creek Baptist Church
3000 Old Route 100 Road, Draper, Va. 24324

www.maxcreek.org
www.facebook.com/maxcreekbaptist

Senior Pastor: Mike Coleman
Youth Minister: Charlie Prince

Sunday Services
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Morning Worship: 11 a.m.
Teen Social and Class: 5 p.m.

Evening Worship: 6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study & Classes:7 p.m.

Pulaski Church of God
1621 Bob White Boulevard

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor Donald Jones

540-980-8880
www.pulaskicog.church

Sunday Services
Sunday Life Groups: 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Wednesdays Midweek Connect: 7 p.m.

Randolph Avenue 
United Methodist Church

1607 Randolph Avenue
Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Elston McLain
Worship Service: 11 a.m.
Phone: (540) 980-8775

Pulaski Christian Church, Inc.
4531 Brookmont Road, Pulaski, VA 24301

www.pulaskichristianchurch.com/
Rev. Kathy Warden, Pastor,

(540) 250-2974
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m.
Worship 7 p.m.

Monday Bible Study
7 to 9 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study
7 p.m.

First Baptist Church
220 Magazine Street
Pulaski, VA  24301

540-980-3336
Email: firstbaptist220@gmail.com

Pastor: Rev, Douglas Patterson
Sunday School  10 a.m.

Sunday Worship  11 a.m.
Monday’s Child Youth Group, Monday 

Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study  6:30 p.m.

New Hope Chapel
1555 Case Knife Road

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor Darrell Gray

(276) 733-6080
Pastor Gray and congregation invite you to 

New Hope Chapel. 
Service Times: 

10 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Sunday Service



The Patriot - April 29, 2022 - Page B7

Family Worship Center
First Pentecostal Holiness

955 Memorial Drive, Pulaski
540-980-7287

Jeff Willhoite, Pastor
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.
KidsZone 10:45 a.m.

Evening Worship 6 p.m.
www.fwcpulaski.church

Pulaski First Church of the Brethren
1749 Newbern Road
Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor Frank Peters
Sunday School: 9:45

Worship: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

980-3798

Abundant Life Ministries
3050 Lee Highway

Pulaski, VA 24301 (540) 980-5506
(Mon. - Fri., 9 a.m.-1 p.m.)

Pastor Randall K. Lawrence Sr.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday Evenings (Family Night) 7 pm 
Bible Classes all ages

Adult Bible Class
THRIVE Teen Class

Children’s  Special Activitiy Classes

his golden scepter inviting her in. 
When she told him of Haman’s 
wickedness, he allowed the Jews 
to arm themselves to defend 
themselves against anyone who 
may want to do them harm.

Esther threw a party for the 
King and invited Haman. Haman 
came and while he was begging 
her to be on his side, he actually 
laid his hands on her and the 
King came in a saw it. He was 
furious with Haman thinking 
that Haman was trying to make 
sexual advances with Esther and 
ordered that Haman be hanged 
on the same gallows he had built 
to hang Morticai from.

So the story ended well. The  
Jews were saved and their chief 
enemy Haman was executed. 
We can see the  hand of God in 
operation here. There was no 
way the King would have chosen 
Esther a Jew to become his wife 
and Queen if he had known it. 
He hadn’t known it before Esther 
told him of Haman’s actions 
against the Jews and that she 
herself was a Jew. 

“Divine providence is the 
governance of God by which 
He, with wisdom and love, cares 
for and directs all things in the 
universe. The doctrine of divine 
providence asserts that God is in 
complete control of all things. He 
is sovereign over the universe as 
a whole (Psalm 103:19), the phys-
ical world (Matthew 5:45), the 
affairs of nations (Psalm 66:7), 
human destiny (Galatians 1:15), 
human successes and failures 
(Luke 1:52), and the protection 
of His people (Psalm 4:8). This 
doctrine stands in direct opposi-
tion to the idea that the universe 
is governed by chance or fate. 

An example of divine provi-
dence in Scripture is found in the 
story of Joseph. God allowed Jo-
seph’s brothers to kidnap Joseph, 
sell him as a slave, and then lie 
to their father for years about 
his fate. This was wicked, and 
God was displeased. Yet, at the 
same time, all of their sin worked 
toward a greater good: Joseph 
ended up in Egypt, where he was 
made the prime minister. Joseph 
used his position to sustain the 
people of a broad region during 
a seven-year famine—including 
his own family. If Joseph had not 
been in Egypt before the famine 
began, millions of people, in-
cluding the Israelites, would have 
died. 

How did God get Joseph to 
Egypt? He providentially al-
lowed his brothers to sell him to 
those who were on their way to 
Egypt. God’s divine providence 
is directly acknowledged in Gen-
esis 50:15–21.” Got Questions.
org.

When Joseph met with his 
brothers who sold him into slav-
ery, he told them “You  meant 
it for evil but God meant it for 
good.”

Continued from Page B6

McCraw

Jesus is the great Comforter
From the writings of the Rev. 

Billy Graham

Q: I want to be a “people per-
son” but I’m an introvert and 
it’s difficult for me to open up to 
others. Is this just a personality 
trait and can it be changed? - 
S.P.

A: There’s an old saying that no 
man’s an island. God is pleased 
when He sees mankind reach 
out to others in need. The Lord 
intends for people to have fellow-
ship, to challenge and help one 
another. He gave us relationships 
to bring us joy and share His love.

While there are some who keep 
private thoughts to themselves, 
whether painful or joyful, we’re 
created to need others in our lives. 
A popular song years ago said, 
“People who need people, are the 
luckiest people in the world.” But 
more than that, we need Jesus 
Christ in our lives.

Christ left us an example to 
“follow His steps” (1 Peter 2:21). 
Humanity cries out for comfort in 
sorrow, light in darkness, peace 
in turmoil, rest in weariness, and 
healing in sickness. When we’re 
comforted and encouraged by 
the Lord, He expects us to do 

the same for those who cross our 
paths.

We can all do better in asking 
God for help in communicating 
His comfort to those who need 
support by pointing them to the 
God of all comfort through His 

word - the Bible. We’re told in 
this great library of books that 
He is a refuge for the oppressed 
(Psalm 9:9), an ever-present help 
in trouble (Psalm 46:1), and His 
promises give life (Psalm 119:50). 
When we focus on others, it takes 
our minds off ourselves.

When we testify to how God 
helps us through our needs, it 
demonstrates Christ meeting our 
needs and this can speak to those 
who need a tender touch from the 
Savior. Jesus is the great Com-
forter and we are told to follow 
His example.

Bible
Trivia

1. Is the book of Judas in the 
Old Testament or New Testa-
ment or neither?

2. From Exodus 16, what bird 
served as miracle food for the 
Israelites? Raven, Dove, Quail, 
Duck

3. In Genesis 29:17, what part 
of Leah was tender (weak)? Foot, 
Hand, Mind, Eyes

4. From Jonah 1:15, how did 
he (Jonah) end up in the sea? 
Drunkenness, Fell in, Capsized 
ship, Cast in

5. In Matthew 17, what size 
faith did Jesus say was needed? 
Mountain, Mustard seed, Ant 
hill, One’s heart

6. James and John were the 
sons of ... ? Bartholomew, Zebe-
dee, Zadok, Barnabas

 
ANSWERS: 1) Neither; 

2) Quail; 3) Eyes; 4) Cast in 
(thrown); 5) Mustard seed; 6) 
Zebedee

Hardcore trivia fan? Visit Wil-
son Casey’s subscriber site at 
www.patreon.com/triviaguy.

Amazing Grace Ministries
4892 Veterans Hill Road

Pulaski, VA
Pastor Todd Garwood

(540) 250-3741
ttgarwood674@gmail.com

Church Directory First Baptist Church
325 Randolph Avenue

Pulaski, Va.
Pastor: Dr. Henry Fiske

Phone: 980-6565
fbcpulaskiva@gmail.com
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.

Pathway to Heaven Worship Center
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 434

Dublin, VA 24084
Physical Address: 7889 Cleburne Blvd.

Dublin, VA 24084
Pastor Winfred Keene - Phone 540-239-8092

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship: 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship: 6 p.m.

Tuesday Evening Bible Study: 7 p.m.

THANK YOU!
To Our Advertising

Sponsors

St. Edwards Catholic Church
Corner of N. Washington Ave. and

7th Street N.W., Pulaski
Phone: 980-6511
Fax: 980-6511

Priest: Fr. Francis Boateng
Mass: 11 a.m. Sunday

Warriors for Christ II
Bishop Sherman Buckner

600 Skyline Circle
Pulaski, VA 
540-315-2317

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Worship: 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Thursday: 7 p.m. Service

Trinity Baptist Church
4008 Robinson Tract Road

Pulaski, VA 24301 
Telephone: 980-8186

Pastor Johnny Howlett
Sunday Worship - 10 a.m.

Sunday Bible Study - 6 p.m.
Wednesday - Adult Bible Study and Youth 

Group - 7 p.m.

Bob White Boulevard Baptist Church
3826 Bob White Boulevard

Pulaski, VA.
Pastor: Allen Harman

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Preaching: 11 a.m.

Sunday Evening: 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service: 7:30 p.m.

FUNDAMENTAL

First Dublin Presbyterian Church (ECO)
409 Church Street, Dublin, Va. 24084

P.O. Box 2027, Dublin, Va. 24084
first-dublin-presbyterian-church-eco.com 

Pastor: 
Mary Ann Armbrister

Sunday Worship: 10:45 a.m.
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Teach them, don’t
enable them

Dear Dave,
My younger brother and his 

wife did their taxes last month 
and learned they owe $15,000 
to the IRS. I love them both, 
but they are extremely irre-
sponsible with money. I know 
they have a lot of credit card 
debt, too. I am debt-free, in-
cluding my home after follow-
ing your plan, and would like 
to help them. I was thinking 
about taking out a one-time 
loan from the bank to help 
cover what they owe the IRS, 
because my emergency fund 
is a little low after a recent car 
accident. Under the circum-
stances, would this be okay?

Carson
Dear Carson,
In my mind, “help” would be 

aiding them in changing their 
ways with money. I don’t say 
this to be sarcastic or mean, 
but it’s the truth about where 
they are in life right now. They 
both need to be educated, not 
enabled, when it comes to 
their behavior with money. 
This doesn’t mean they’re bad 
people, but it does mean you 
don’t need to be a party to, or 
a temporary fix for, their bad 
financial decisions.

Some people might say 
taking this attitude would mean 
you don’t love and care about 
your brother and his wife. 
Those people would be wrong. 
You’ve already told me they 
won’t behave with money, so 
at this point it would kind of 
be like giving a drunk a drink. 
You don’t give more money to 
people who won’t behave with 
it. That solves nothing, and in 
most cases it just reinforces the 
negative behavior.

This might be a good 
opportunity to sit down with 
your brother and his wife, and 
have a firm—but gentle—talk 
about their situation. Maybe 
you could offer to teach them 
the things that worked for you 
when it comes to finances, 

using the Baby Steps as your 
guide. And, make sure they get 
in touch with the IRS about a 
payment plan. 

I know you love them, but 
you can’t fix this for them. 
In some cases, the best thing 
you can give someone is the 
understanding that they need to 
change their behavior. Hopeful-
ly, with you as their inspiration 
and support, they can learn how 
to manage their finances wisely.

Good luck, and God bless 
you all, Carson!

— Dave

* Dave Ramsey is a sev-
en-time #1 national best-sell-
ing author, personal finance 
expert, and host of The 
Ramsey Show, heard by more 
than 18 million listeners each 
week. He has appeared on 
Good Morning America, CBS 
This Morning, Today Show, 
Fox News, CNN, Fox Busi-
ness, and many more. Since 
1992, Dave has helped people 
regain control of their mon-
ey, build wealth and enhance 
their lives. He also serves as 
CEO for Ramsey Solutions.

PULSE
April 30

Vendors, Crafters Fair
A vendors and crafters fair will 

be held Saturday, April 30 from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the American 
Legion Post 58 at 408 East Main 
Street, Dublin. Hot dogs will be 
available inside.

May 5

Radford Legion to meet
The American Legion, Har-

vey-Howe-Carper Post 30 will 
meet on Thursday, May 5, 7pm at 
the VFW Post Home on 102 Watts 
St. in Radford. For further infor-
mation, please call 540-250-2283 
or 540-239-9864. 

May 6 

Book Sale
The Friends of the Library first 

Book Sale of the year will be 
held Friday, May 6th, from 10am 
to 3pm, at the corner of 3rd and 
Jefferson.  Due to the pandem-
ic, the FOL has lost many of our 
membership.  If you love books 
and have some volunteer time 
or would like more information, 
please leave your contact infor-
mation at the Library in Pulaski 
or Dublin.

May 10

Sons of Confederate Veterans
The Sons of Confederate Veter-

ans, Stuart Horse Artillery Camp 
1784 will meet on Tuesday, May 
10, 7pm at Aly’s Italian Family 
Restaurant on 3204 Riner Road. 
Members of the United Daugh-
ters of the Confederacy (UDC) 
are also invited to attend. Camp 
member James Evans will give 
a talk on the “CSS Hunley”. For 
further information, please call 
540-320-4315 or 540-239-9864.

Oct. 14

PHS Class of 1967 Reunion
The Pulaski High School Class 

of 1967 will celebrate their 55th 
reunion on October 14 through 

the 16th 2022 Any Student’s grad-
uating in 1967 or part of the class 
in the grades 8-11th are welcomed 
to attend the celebration week-
end. A registration page may be 
reached by sending an Email to 
birdsof67@gmail.com with your 
name identifying your address 
. No obligation for attending but 
a great way to keep up with the 
class. Your address will not be 
shared. Please respond ASAP. 
You may also join the FaceBook 
register of the class at “The birds 
of 67” to interact with our class-
mates. 

ONGOING:

Lifestyles Changes
Our Lifestyles Changes group 

meets every Monday from 4-6 
p.m. at the Free Memorial Library 
on Giles Avenue in Dublin. For 
more information, call Bill at 813-
1605.

Celebrate Recovery
CELEBRATE RECOVERY 

is a Christ-centered 12-step pro-
gram where people gain freedom, 
healing and accountability for 

life’s hurts, habits, and hang-ups. 
Group Meeting at 6:15pm every 
Thursday at Valley Harvest Min-
istries, 1 Harvest Place, Dublin.

VHM beginning Hispanic 
Service

Valley Harvest Ministries, in 
Dublin on the hill across from 
Walmart, is holding an Hispanic 
service each Sunday at 6 p.m. in 
the church’s coffee shop. 

Heritage Cares Food still 
distributing food

Heritage Cares Food Pantry at 
Heritage Church is still distrib-
uting food on Thursdays from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. The church is lo-
cated a half-mile past the New 
River Valley Airport on Route 
100 North of Dublin.

Alcohol Anonymous
Alcohol Anonymous meet 

Mondays at 8 p.m. (closed meet-
ing); Wednesday (noon) and 
Thursday at 8 p.m. (open meet-
ings) at Pulaski Presbyterian 
Church of America located at 
975 Memorial Drive. Contact 
number is 540-440-0066.


