
Locally Owned And Operated

Distributed FREE On Fridays For 13 Years

Valley Staffing Inc.Valley Staffing Inc.
Wright Ave., Dublin, Va.Wright Ave., Dublin, Va.

540-674-3103 540-674-3103     
EEO  Apply Today At www.valleystaffingjobs.com  DRUG FREE

IM M EDI ATE OPENINGSIM M EDI ATE OPENINGS

ALL SHIFTSALL SHIFTS
Jobs Available In 

Six Surrounding Counties
Starting Pay From $12.50 to $23.00 Per Hour

Skilled and Unskilled
Come In Today - Go To Work Tomorrow!
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Celebrating 141 
years of service, 
and family owned.

Traditional services 
with traditional 
values.

Accepting 
pre-arrangements 
from other
 funeral homes.

Financing for 
funerals available

415 N. Jefferson Avenue • Pulaski, Va., 24301
S. Todd Bruce, Manager/Owner

540-980-1700

Your Comfort Is Our Priority

www.pcpatr iot .comJuly 15, 2022

WEEKEND WEATHER

Saturday Sunday
Partly sunny, with a high near 
83. Chance of precipitation is 
50%.

Sunday Night - Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 64. Chance 
of precipitation is 30%.

Partly sunny, with a high near 
84. Chance of precipitation is 
30%. 

Saturday Night - Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 64. Chance 
of precipitation is 30%. 

DON’T WAIT to LOSE WEIGHT!

540-629-3751 

Rt. 100 at 453 Cleburne Boulevard, Dublin

https://nrvmedicalweightloss.com/

NRV Medical Weight Loss helps patients form 

healthy lifestyles by providing comprehensive and 

individualized weight loss treatments. We also focus 

on the overall wellness of patients through a variety 

of modailities including hormone replacement 

therapy and immune boosting supplements.

FREE CLASSIFIEDS* - EACH WEEK
*Real Estate, For Rent, Jobs, Estate Sales Not Included

In-patient drug treatment
facility now goes to council

Planning Commission split on issue

By MIKE WILLIAMS
The Patriot

A request from Mainspring Recovery Center for 
a Special Exception to town zoning to allow con-
struction of an in-patient drug treatment facility 
on Lee Highway now goes to Pulaski Town Coun-
cil with no clear recommendation from the town’s 
planning commission.

The commission held a public hearing Monday 
night on the Special Exception request and heard 
from Mainspring officials along with residents in 
the area – some speaking for and some against the 
request.

In the end, the commission members – whose job 
was to consider the issue and make a non-binding 
recommendation to town council whether to ap-
prove or reject the Special Exception request – vot-
ed 3-3 on the question.

Five members of the commission were present 
for the meeting – Chairman Kevin Meyer, David 
Hall, Christopher Conner, Luke Seigfried and AJ 
Shrance.

A sixth member, Vice Chairman Janet Jonas, at-
tended via the internet, although due to technical 

issues her comments could not be heard.
When time came to vote on a recommendation 

to council, Seigfried and Shrance voted to recom-
mend approval. Jonas also voted to recommend ap-
proval via text message.

The validity of Jonas’ vote, however, came into 
question due to the fact she and her family have ap-
parently moved from the area.

Caroline Smith, Planner/Zoning Administrator 
for the Town of Pulaski and the commission’s clerk 
and staff member, told The Patriot after the hear-
ing that Jonas continues to maintain a residence in 
town.

During the voting, Town Attorney Spencer Ry-
gas said he would have to research the matter to 
determine whether Jonas could still be considered 
a voting member of the commission. In the mean-
time, he advised Meyer to cast a vote on the matter. 
Normally, the chairman only votes to break a tie.

Hall and Conner both voted against recommend-
ing approval of the special exception request, set-
ting up the vote by Meyer. He voted no, creating the 
3-3 split decision.

The matter now goes to town council, which will 

See MAINSPRING page A3

NRV passenger rail effort
takes another step forward
From NRV Passenger Rail

RICHMOND & ATLANTA— 
The Virginia Passenger Rail 
Authority (VPRA) and Norfolk 
Southern Corporation recently 
announced the financial clos-
ing of the Western Rail Initia-
tive Agreement which will ex-
pand passenger rail service from 
Washington, DC to Roanoke and 
to the New River Valley.

The first step in the expansion 
is the addition of a second Com-
monwealth-supported roundtrip 
train between Roanoke and 
Washington, DC which launched 
Monday (July 11, 2022). This 
roundtrip further connects Vir-

ginia’s Blue Ridge with North-
ern Virginia and points along 
the Northeast Corridor including 
New York and Boston. The agree-
ment also includes the future ex-
tension of the Roanoke service 
to the New River Valley with the 
construction of a new station as 
well as track and signal improve-
ments.

“The closing of the Western 
Rail Agreement is great news for 
Virginians as this is a big step 
forward in our mission to expand 
passenger rail to the New River 
Valley,” said DJ Stadtler, execu-
tive director of VPRA. “Commu-
nities along the Interstate 81 and 
Route 29 corridors will now have 

more passenger rail options when 
traveling to and from our nation’s 
capital and beyond, and the im-
provements will also increase 
our economic opportunities by 
enhancing freight rail service 
through the Commonwealth. We 
thank our partners at Norfolk 
Southern for helping us make this 
a reality.”

“Today’s closing marks the 
future of rail in the Common-
wealth of Virginia. Together, we 
have reached an agreement that 
expands access for passengers 
and preserves an important link 
in the supply chain for business-

See RAIL page A2
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62 E. Main Street, Pulaski • 980-5129
Monday-Tuesday, 8 a.m.-9 p.m.

Wednesday-Thursday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Friday, 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

PULASKI FAMILY 
DENTISTRY

Dr. Cindy Southern says,
“Be true to your teeth,

or they’ll be false to you!”

61 YEARS OF SERVING
PULASKI COUNTY

Always A Good Haircut,
Sometimes A Good Story!

Star Barber Shop
123 West Main Street, Pulaski, VA 24301

Sam Corder, Barber

T.A.’s has a great selection of hanging baskets 
and flowers. Delicious sweet cantaloupe and 

watermelon for your picnics and cook outs. Sweet 
corn on the cob, delicious berries, S.C. peaches 

and vine ripened tomatoes, Vidalia onions. We also 
have varieties of jams, canned goods, dried beans, 

sidemeat and cheese.

T.A.’s Produce
Route 11 - Dublin

We Appreciate 
Our Customers!

540-674-4233
Open 9-6, Closed Sunday

We Have Daisy’s Kitchen Baked Goods!We Have Daisy’s Kitchen Baked Goods!

es that rely on freight rail to ship 
base materials and finished prod-
ucts. The partnership of our gov-
ernment leaders was critical to 
making this plan a reality and we 
appreciate their commitment to 
the people and economy of Vir-
ginia’s Blue Ridge,” said Norfolk 
Southern Senior Vice President 
and Chief Strategy Officer Mike 
McClellan.

With this agreement the 
Commonwealth, will acquire 
approximately 28 miles of Nor-
folk Southern-owned “V-line” 
right-of-way including existing 
tracks from Christiansburg to 
the Salem Crossovers plus the 
passenger easement between Sa-
lem Crossovers and the Roanoke 
station platform. The Common-
wealth’s plans also include rail 
infrastructure improvements 
between Manassas and the New 
River Valley for more frequent 
and reliable service.

The extension of passenger rail 
to Virginia’s Blue Ridge began in 

Continued from Page A1

Rail 2009 with service to Lynchburg 
which saw ridership triple what 
had been predicted in just its first 
year. In 2017 the service was ex-
tended to Roanoke and ridership 
continued to grow with more than 
220,000 passengers traveling 
in FFY2019 (pre-pandemic). In 
April and May of 2022 ridership 
on the Roanoke Route surpassed 
the record ridership of the same 
months in 2019.

The new Washington, DC to 
Roanoke roundtrip will make 
stops at Alexandria, Manassas, 
Culpeper, Charlottesville, and 
Lynchburg. The agreement also 
calls for a potential future sta-
tion at Bedford. The new service 
is expected to add approximately 
80,000 passengers in the first year 
once it is extended into the New 
River Valley.

For details on  schedules, ticket-
ing and directions to the Roanoke 
Station, go to: https://nrvrail2020.
blacksburgpartnership.org/ride-
the-rail/  There you can also find 
out more information  on the ex-
pansion of passenger rail service 
to the New River Valley.

Photo: New River Valley Passenger Rail

Cattle stolen from  Snowville
returned to owners Wednesday

On Wednesday July 13, 2022 
the Pulaski County Sheriff’s Of-
fice was able to meet with the 
victims of the stolen cattle from 
Snowville as a cattle delivery 
company pulled in to offload 
the cattle back into the field in 
which they were stolen from. 

In an earlier release we 
thanked the citizens for the help 
in finding the person responsi-
ble for the larceny and likewise 
requested help in locating the 
cattle that were believed to be in 
Winchester, Virginia and again 
were amazed at the help we re-
ceived.

A special thanks goes to the 
citizens who helped in locating 
the stolen cattle, the news orga-

nizations who informed the pub-
lic of the larceny for potential 
leads, Jackson Meeks of Dublin, 
Virginia for helping coordinate 
with J & B Livestock Truck-
ing to haul the cattle back from 
Winchester to Snowville and to 

the Pulaski County Common-
wealths Attorney’s Office for 
navigating the legal aspects of 
this case. 

- Pulaski County 
Sheriff’s Office

Griffith announces opening of 
Congressional App Challenge

Congressman Morgan Griffith 
(R-VA) issued the following state-
ment announcing the opening of 
the 2022 Congressional App Chal-
lenge for Ninth Congressional Dis-
trict students:

 “The Congressional App Chal-
lenge encourages students to 
demonstrate their talents, engage 
their creativity, and explore the 
fields of STEM (Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering, and Math) edu-
cation. I look forward to seeing the 
apps developed by the ingenuity of 
Ninth District students.”

 To participate in the challenge, 
middle school or high school stu-
dents can choose to work individu-

ally or in groups of up to four stu-
dents. Participants may create and 
submit their own app for mobile, 
tablet, or computer devices on a 
platform of their choice.

 Students are encouraged to 
register online by September 30, 
2022, before submitting their com-
pleted app by November 1, 2022. 
Full details about the contest can 
be found on the website at https://
morgangriffith.house.gov/constit-
uentservices/stem-competition.
htm.

 Faculty or students may contact 
Josh Hess in the Christiansburg 
office at 540-381-5671 or Josh.
Hess@mail.house.gov
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Celebrating 142 Years of ServiceCelebrating 142 Years of Service

Becky Melton has Becky Melton has 
been here as our been here as our 
organist/pianist organist/pianist 
for 40 plus years.for 40 plus years.

Matt Stevens is the Matt Stevens is the 
newest addition to newest addition to 

our staff.  He is also a our staff.  He is also a 
representative of the representative of the 
Bluefield Monument Bluefield Monument 

Company.  Matt is Company.  Matt is 
eager to serve his eager to serve his 

families once again! families once again! 
Give him a call atGive him a call at

540-980-1700.  540-980-1700.  

Seagle Funeral Home
415 N. Jefferson Avenue • Pulaski, VA 24301 • 540-980-1700

S. Todd Bruce, Manager/Owner

hold a public hearing on the is-
sue on Aug. 2 at 7 p.m. in the 
second-floor council chambers 
at the Pulaski Municipal Build-
ing. See the legal ad on page B5 
in this week’s edition for more 
details on the hearing.

Mainspring is seeking to cre-
ate a 50-bed capacity, in-patient 
residential program for indi-
viduals with a substance use 
disorder diagnosis. The facility 
– to be housed in the now va-
cant New River Medical Center 
clinic facility next to Lewis-
Gale Hospital Pulaski at 2460 
Lee Highway – would serve cli-
ents 18 years old and older from 
within a 60- to 70-mile radius 
and who are voluntarily admit-
ting themselves to the facility.

Both the clinic facility and 
LewisGale Hospital are located 
in areas zoned R-1, Single Fam-
ily Residential District.

It is anticipated by Main-
spring that up to 50 jobs would 
be created at the facility.

Smith noted her office had re-
ceived 10 letters and had three 
walk-in visitors come to talk 
with her about the Mainspring 
request. She said all the letters 
opposed the request with the 
main points of concern being 
the location of the facility in 

Continued from Page A1

Mainspring

close proximity to an elemen-
tary school, the effect it would 
have on the values of surround-
ing property, overall general 
safety in the area and possible 
traffic concerns as a result of the 
facility.

Mainspring officials spoke on 
the need in this region of the 
state for residential treatment 
facilities such as they are pro-
posing for Pulaski, and noted 
the fact Radford University and 
Virginia Tech are nearby and 
could be good sources for the 
health professionals that would 
be needed to staff the facility.

Mainspring is proposing a 
3.5 level facility which means it 
would operate around the clock 
residential care with full profes-
sional support of nurses, coun-
selors and recovery support spe-
cialists. Staff would do rounding 
on their patients every 30 min-
utes when they are in withdraw-
al management and every hour 
when not in withdrawal.

“So, there’s no ‘missing peo-
ple.’ We have a strict schedule,” 
the Mainspring official noted in 
response to concerns expressed 
that patients might wonder off or 
escape into the surrounding res-
idential neighborhoods.

She said the facility would be 

manned 24/7 with security cam-
eras.

“Nobody leaves,” she said. “If 
someone leaves it’s because a 
family member comes and picks 
them up and takes them to a 
doctor’s appointment and brings 
them back.

“We take extra measures to 
make sure that we are a good 
partner with the community,” 
she added.

Another Mainspring official 
said that when a patient is ad-
mitted, discharge planning be-
gins – addressing concerns over 
what happens to patients after 
treatment.

He added there is no loitering 
around a facility such as Main-
spring is proposing, and people 
won’t just be discharged out 
onto the street.

He noted that two facilities in 
the region that had been opened 
recently are now full, which he 
said speaks to the level of need 
in the area.

Meyer said his understanding 
is that the Life Center in Galax 
had purchased the former train-
ing center facility in Woodlawn 
and is planning to open a 100-
bed residential facility there.

“I also understand the former 
Saint Albans facility [in Fair-

lawn] was sold in June to Pyra-
mid and they plan to open a resi-
dential facility there that I would 
imagine would be at least as big 
as the former hospital,” Meyer 
said, noting his concern with the 
new facilities being planned was 
more focused on clinical staffing 
than the number of patients.

Lucy Divers Glenn was one of 
several residents of the Pleasant 
Hills area across from the pro-
posed facility who spoke in op-
position.

She said she had concerns 
about adequate staffing by qual-
ified healthcare professionals. 
She expressed concerns also 
about traffic in the area, three 
large schools, a rehab facility 
and the hospital being close by.

“Another serious concern is 
safety and security,” Glenn said, 
noting the close proximity of her 
street to the facility.

Myrtle Scott echoed the con-
cern about staffing, saying the 
rehab and the hospital don’t have 
enough staff now. She, too, ex-
pressed concerns about security 
and safety, the affect on property 
values as well as traffic.

Ernie Wallace said he had 
worked in the substance abuse 
counseling field and agreed with 
much of what the Mainspring of-

ficials had said.
However, he questioned the 

need for a facility in Pulaski if 
the Woodlawn and Fairlawn fa-
cilities materialize.

Jane Macadoo, of the Pleas-
ant Hill Drive area, said she is 
an active licensed RN familiar 
with mental health, drug and 
alcohol abuse treatments work-
ing in the ICU.

She presented questions 
about crime and property val-
ues, as well as whether Main-
spring is accredited. 

Gary Cox said some people 
are not going to get well unless 
they can go to a hospital. 

“This methadone stuff is not 
drug treatment,” he said. “It’s a 
maintenance drug to me.

“But this is an opportunity to 
do a little good for somebody 
that we don’t know. That’s 
nameless right now. But there 
are concerns. 

“I came here with mixed emo-
tions tonight, but something 
touched me. I’ve been swayed. I 
don’t envy your position,” Cox 
told the commissioners.

Martin named State FFA VP
From Pulaski County Schools

Pulaski County has been active 
with the Future Farmers of Amer-
ica (FFA) since before the current 
high school existed. There has 
also been a long history of Pu-
laski County students earning 
accolades and success through 
the FFA. That tradition of success 
will continue now with a PCHS 
graduate selected to serve as a 
State Vice President.

Gabriella Martin, a PCHS 
graduate from the Class of 2022, 
was one of five Vice Presidents 
elected to office. The elections for 
the 2022-23 school year were con-
ducted at the FFA State Conven-
tion, held at Virginia Tech. At the 
election the group also selected a 
State President, Secretary, Trea-
surer, Reporter, and Sentinel.Gabriella Martin

Martin first joined the FFA 
during her eighth-grade year, 
with Mrs. Jenny Simmons as her 
advisor. Upon moving to PCHS, 
Martin joined the high school 
FFA Chapter under the direction 
of Sarah Jo Jones and Alison 
Jones. During her later years in 
the group, her advisors were Car-
ley Pavan-Ballard and Tori Alley.

In her home chapter, Martin 
has served in a variety of lead-
ership roles, including Secretary, 
President, and Student Advisor. 
She earned her Star Greenhand in 
FFA during her freshman year.

“I have competed in several Ca-
reer Development events such as 
Livestock Judging, Floriculture, 
and Dairy Evaluation,” Martin 
said. “I competed in a leader-
ship development event this year 
called Prepared Public Speaking.”

While competing in a public 
speaking event may not seem 
like a big deal for someone who 
has served in so many leadership 
positions, at the time Martin was 
still relatively new to the group 
and learning.

“I used to be the shy timid kid 
who couldn’t speak in front of a 
crowd without my knees shaking 
and through FFA I was able to 
grow and can now speak in front 
of thousands of people,” she said.

 Being so deeply involved with 
the FFA also offered Martin the 
opportunity to reach out and 
expose other students to FFA 
and the agriculture program at 
PCHS.

“Through my home chapter I 
became very involved in taking 

See MARTIN, page A9
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COMMUNITY PRAYER BOX
Cowboy Church has a Community Prayer Box

located at the cross where the church’s signs are.

Place your prayer requests in the box - you don’t 

have to sign your name - and they will be 

prayed over.

Cowboy Church • 520 East Main Street, Pulaski

BETTY LEA WALL AKERS 
Betty Lea Wall Akers, 78, of 

Dublin, VA, went to be with the 
Lord on Monday, July 11, 2022 
at Highland Ridge Rehabilitation 
Center. She was born August 1, 
1943 on Little Creek, the daugh-
ter of the late William McKinley 
& Ossie Mae King Wall.

Betty attended Little Creek 
Apostolic Tabernacle. She en-
joyed sewing, quilting and cro-
cheting.

Besides her parents, she was 
preceded in death by the love of 
her life, her husband, Danny Lee 
Akers, her brothers, Virgil Wall, 
Lester Wall and Marvell Wall, 
and her sisters, Frances W. Tate 
and Shirley Ramsey.

Left to cherish her memory 
are her sister & brother-in-law, 
Sally & Lewis Riddle; two spe-
cial caregivers, her nieces, Alma 
Warden and Tammy Miller; and 
several nieces and nephews, too 
many to list.

Graveside services will be held 
Friday, July 15, 2022 at 11:00 
A.M. at the Hunter’s Cemetery 
with Brother David Butcher and 
Brother Larry Woodyard offici-
ating.

In lieu of flowers, the family 
suggests memorial donations be 
made directly to A. Vest & Sons 
Funeral Home, 2508 Walkers 
Creek Valley Rd., Pearisburg, 
VA 24134, to help offset funeral 
expenses.

Betty’s family is in the care of 
A. Vest & Sons Funeral Home, 
White Gate, avestandsons.com, 
(540) 921-2985.

BLANCHE MARSHALL 
WALKER COLLIER 

Blanche Marshall Walker Col-
lier, 97, of Radford, passed away 
Monday, July 11, 2022. She was 
born November 9, 1924 in In-
dian Valley, the daughter of the 
late Griffie H. and Lillie c. Mar-
shall. She was a longtime member 
of the Radford Worship Center 
where she served as President of 
Women’s Ministry and Sunday 
School Treasurer. She was also 
a member of the past Inglewood 
Garden Club and volunteered at 
the Radford Clothing Bank. She 
retired from T. C. Brittan Co. in 
Decatur, Ga. and B&J Construc-
tion in Blacksburg where she was 
the payroll clerk for 20 years.

In addition to her parents, she 
was preceded in death by her hus-
bands, Lawrence E. Walker and 
James R. Collier; daughter and 
son-in-law, Anita W. and Harless 
L. Bain; sister and brother-in-law, 
Agnes and Cobern Phillips; and 
nephew, Dale Phillips.

Survivors include her son and 
daughter-in-law, Larry and Bren-
da Walker; granddaughter, Renee 
Walker; great grandson, Dakota 
Young; many nieces and nephews 
including a special nephew, Phil-
lip Owens; and many other rela-
tives and friends.

The family will receive friends 
from 1 until 2 p.m. on Friday, 
July 15, 2022 at the Mullins Fu-
neral Home in Radford. Funeral 
services will begin at 2 p.m. with 
Rev. Chris Blackburn officiating. 
Interment will follow in Sunrise 
Burial Park in Radford.

In lieu of flowers, please con-
sider donations to Joy Ranch, PO 
Box 727, Hillsville, VA 24343 or 
at www.joyranch.org.

The Walker family is in the care 
of Mullins Funeral Home & Cre-
matory in Radford. www.mullins-
funeralhome.com

JUDY KAY LANE HENLEY
Judy Kay Lane Henley, age 62 

of Pulaski, died Saturday, June 
25, 2022 at her Pulaski residence.  
She was born on April 15, 1960, 
in Pulaski, and was the daughter 
of the late Lurie Elizabeth Sonner 
Lane and the late James Albert 
Lane, Sr.  In addition to her par-
ents, she was preceded in death by 
her husband, Gary W. Henley, and 
one daughter.

She is survived by her broth-
ers and sisters:  Jessie V. Lane of 
Pulaski, Jack Jason Lane, Sr. of 
Pulaski, Charlotte Ann Anderson 
of Dublin, Iris Mae Rombow of 
Narrows, James A. Lane, Jr. of 
Dublin,  Elizabeth Gale Tolliver 
of Pulaski, Violet Marie Lane of 
Troutville, Edward Vernon Lane 
of Pulaski, Teresa D. Lane of 
Christiansburg, and three grand-
children.

Memorial services will be held 
on Tuesday, July 19, 2022 at 5:00 
p.m. at Seagle Funeral Home.  
The family will receive friends a 
the funeral home from 4:00 p.m. 
until 5:00 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, expressions 
of sympathy may be made in the 
form of donations to any local 
charity.  Online condolences may 
be sent to the family by visiting 
www.seaglefuneralhome.com  
Arrangements by Seagle Funeral 
Home, Pulaski.  540-980-1700.

BERTON “BERT” DALTON 
DAVIS

Berton “Bert” Dalton Davis, age 
90 of Alum Spring Road in Pulaski 
passed away at Highland Ridge Re-
hab Center on July 12, 2022.  Born 
October 6, 1931 in Draper’s Valley, 
Virginia to the late Martin Isaac 
Dalton & Minnie Whitt Dalton. She 
was the youngest of 13 children.

Berton was a woman of great 
faith and loved the Lord. She was a 
member of the Open-Door Baptist 
Church. She loved spending time 
with her family. She also loved her 
flower gardens, roses, cooking and 
canning and most of all fishing at 
Cape Hatteras.

Berton was preceded in death 
by her parents and her loving hus-
band of 57years, Buford F. Davis. 
She was also preceded in death by 
her brother and best friend Colney 
I. Dalton, 10 sisters and son-in-law, 
Thomas E. Primm.

Berton is survived by her
Daughters – Anita D. (Coby) Fiz-

er and Cynthia Primm (her caregiv-
er for many years)

Son – B. Allen (Tammy) Davis
Grandchildren – Candice D. (Jer-

emy) Draper, Jacob A. (Casey) Da-
vis, India A. Fizer (Rodney Poff)

Great Grandchildren – Aaron 
Draper, Owen Draper, Amelia Da-
vis

Sister & Best Friend – Hazel D. 
Covey – Pulaski

Brother-in-law & wife – Larry 
(Karen) Davis – Roanoke

Many nieces, nephews and ex-
tended family

The family would also like to 
recognize nurse and special friend, 
Kathy Surber who was like a 
daughter.

 Funeral services will be held 
1:30 PM – Monday, July 18, 2022 
at the Bower Funeral Home-Chap-
el, Pulaski with Rev. Kelly Howlett 
officiating. Interment will follow 
at the Highland Memory Gardens, 
Dublin.

The family will receive friends 
from 12:00 noon until service time 
Monday, July 18, 2022 at the Funer-
al Home.

The family wishes to thank Dr. 
Paul D’amico for the many years of 
care he gave to Berton, Highland 
Ridge Rehab for the care they pro-
vided and Good Samaritan Hospice 
for their services.

The family will receive friends 
and visitors at the home of Allen 
and Tammy Davis (3688 Gallimore 
Drive, Pulaski, VA). To sign Bert’s 
online guestbook, visit www.bow-
erfuneralhome.com - Bower Funer-
al Homes, Pulaski is handling the 
arrangements for the family.

 Remember me with smiles and 
laughter,

If you remember me with tears, 
then don’t remember me at all.

WINDEL KEITH 
“BUSTER” COX

Windel Keith “Buster” Cox, 
age 82 of Snowville passed 
away Monday, July 11, 2022 at 
home surrounded by his fam-
ily. Born December 1, 1939 in 
Christiansburg, Virginia he was 
the son of the late Willie How-
ard Cox & Louise Graham Cox. 
He was also preceded in death 
by his sister, Betty Dauwen and 
brothers Ray Cox, Mac Cox, 
Gerry Cox and Victor Cox.

Windel was a member of the 
Snowville Baptist Church. He 
loved his large family and was 
viewed by many as a patriarch 
of the family, hosting Cox re-
unions in Snowville and at the 
farm where he lived for the last 
40 years. He touched the lives 
of several nephews and cous-
ins whom he welcomed into his 
home to live for extended pe-
riods of time and helped teach 
them important Christian prin-
ciples of life.

Windel was very talented and 
enjoyed playing bluegrass and 
old-time music with his broth-
ers and son Brian, and he coor-
dinated Thursday night sessions 
at the Snowville Ruritan club 
for many years.

Windel loved living on the 
farm and spent many hours 
tending to his herd of black an-
gus cattle.  He was known in the 
area for breeding top-quality 
calves.

He was a highly skilled car-
penter and contractor and built 
several houses and other struc-
tures which remain as a legacy 
all over the Snowville region.

Windel was a friend to every-
one he met and was generous 
with his time and skills to help 
people who were in need.

He is survived by his 
Wife of 59 years – Jean Davis 

Cox – Radford
Children – Sandy Cox Ste-

vens – Bedford, Brian Cox – 
Radford

Grandchildren – Tosha 
Deanne Shingleton, Trista 
Leenette Stevens, Bailey Ala-
na Nelson, Rileigh LaRea Cox, 
Brockton Keith Cox

Great Grandchildren – Rem-
ington, James Gaitling, Case, 
Paislee, Weston, Gavin

Close Friend – Dr. John Casa-
li – Christiansburg

Brother – Gordon Cox – NC
Sister – Patricia Garrett – VA 

Beach
Funeral services will be held 

11:00 AM – Saturday, July 
16, 2022 at the Bower Funer-
al Home-Chapel, Pulaski with 

See DEATHS, page A5

TAMARA JOY WINGO 
Tamara Joy Wingo, age 63 of 

Dublin, died Tuesday, July 12, 
2022 at her residence.  Arrange-
ments are pending with Seagle 
Funeral Home, Pulaski.  www.
seaglefuneralhome.com  540-
980-1700

Yard Sales
Are Free

In 
The Patriot
Call 540-808-3949

or email
ads@pcpatriot.com

Remember Your 
Loved One On A 
Special Day With 

An 
In Memoriam

Notice.

Call 
540-808-3949.

Deadline Is Noon 
Wednesday.
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Phone: (540) 980-2600
815 Randolph Avenue, Pulaski, VA 24301

www.stevensfuneralhomepulaski.com
Owned by the Norris Family

Norris - Stevens Funeral HomeNorris - Stevens Funeral Home

Why Pay More For Less?
Our Prices Can Save You Up To $1,000 

On A Traditional Funeral Service.
Pre-Planning Options Available

Holy CowHoly Cow 1801 Wysor Road 
(Rt. 100 South)

Exit 89A From I-81
Draper, VA.  24324

540-250-1775

Garden Decor & Pots,
Greenery & Home,

Bird Baths, Houses & Feeders
Antique, Vintage & New!

Hours:  Fri. & Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sundays 1-5 p.m.Hours:  Fri. & Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sundays 1-5 p.m.

Antiques, Gardens and 
Great Finds

Belle

Summer Is HereSummer Is Here
&&

Fridays Are Back!Fridays Are Back!

Pastor Tony Hart officiating. In-
terment will follow at the Page 
Cemetery (Snowville).

The family will receive 
friends from 5:00-7:00 PM – 
Friday evening at the Funeral 
Home.

To sign Windel’s online 
guestbook, visit www.bowerfu-
neralhome.com

Bower Funeral Homes, Pulas-
ki is handling the arrangements 
for the family.

Continued from Page A4

Deaths

MYRTLE GARRETT 
GRINSTEAD 

Myrtle Garrett Grinstead, 97, 
of Gastonia, formerly of Pulas-
ki, VA, passed away on June 27, 
2022, at Wellington House in 
Gastonia, NC.

She was born May 13, 1925, 
in Hiawassee, GA, to the late 
Alfred Garrett and Christine 
Rought.

Myrtle was a member of First 
United Methodist Church in 
Gastonia, where she enjoyed 
participating in bible study, 
crafting, and volunteering with 
the Wednesday evening meals.  
She was an excellent cook, well 
known for her delicious rolls, 
fried chicken, and deviled eggs.  
She loved to bake cakes and cob-
blers, with too many favorites 
to name.  Myrtle’s family will 
cherish their memories of her 
fantastic meals and fun cook-
outs at her house.  Myrtle loved 
gardening (both vegetables and 
flowers) and enjoyed canning the 
fruits of her labor.  Myrtle taught 
herself to sew.  She became an 
excellent seamstress and made 
beautiful clothing for her family 
and friends.  Myrtle learned to 
square dance in Virginia.  She 
was very active with her group 
and continued to dance after 
moving to Gastonia.

She was a 50-year member of 
the Order of the Eastern Star, 
Pulaski Chapter #113, where 
she served as Worthy Matron in 
1984-1985.  She also was a mem-
ber of Rebecca’s.  Myrtle also 
was a life member of the Ladies 
of the VFW-Auxiliary #1184, as 
well as a life member of the DAV.  
She served as an assistant leader 
in cub scouts, assistant leader in 
girl scouts, and volunteered with 
the American Red Cross for 30 
years.  During her time with the 
American Red Cross, her du-
ties included taking information 
while working at blood mobiles.

In addition to her parents, 
Myrtle was preceded in death by 
her husband, Charles M. Grin-
stead; sons, Barry M. and Wil-
liam F. Grinstead; and a brother, 
Benjamin Garrett.

Myrtle is survived by her 
daughter, Minniejan Krenzer; 
daughter-in-law, Ivy Grinstead; 
grandchildren, Jonard Syga-
co (Shugar), Jason Grinstead 
(Nikki), Josh Grinstead, Wesley 
Brown (Sandra), Jamie Brown, 
and Sara Coiro (Joseph); eleven 
great grandchildren, and an un-
cle, Jay Eller.

A memorial service was held 
Friday, July 1, 2022, at 3:00 pm 
at the South Chapel of Greene 

Funeral Service and Crematori-
um, 1503 S. York Rd., Gastonia, 
NC.  The family received friends 
one hour prior to the service at the 
funeral home.

Family will have visitation, 
2-3pm, on Saturday, July 23, 2022 
at Highland Memorial Gardens 
Mausoleum, Dublin, VA.

Interment will be private.
In lieu of flowers, memori-

als may be made to Community 
Home Care Hospice, 156 Cor-
porate Blvd., Indian Trail, NC 
28079; Alzheimer’s Association, 
225 N. Michigan Ave., Fl. 17, Chi-
cago, IL 60601; or Gaston County 
Humane Society, 1491 Business 
Park Ct., Gastonia, NC 28052.

Online condolences may be 
made at www.greenefuneral.com

GRETA LONG DAVIDSON 
Greta Long Davidson, of Dub-

lin, Virginia, passed away peace-
fully at the age of 90 on July 8, 
2022. Greta was born in Blacks-
burg, Virginia to Hobert and Lena 
Long. After graduating from 
Blacksburg High School, she went 
on to West Virginia Business Col-
lege in Bluefield, West Virginia. 
It was there that she met Douglas 
Davidson whom she married in 
1951. They were inseparable for 
52 years until his death in 2003.

Greta is survived by her 
two children [and their spous-
es]; Dwight Douglas Davidson 
[Daphne Liguori Davidson] and 
Teresa Faye Bryant [Jeff Bryant]. 
She is also survived by her three 
grandchildren; Jonathan Patrick 
Davidson, Nathaniel Alan Bryant 
and Carrington Davidson Bry-
ant, who all remain fiercely inde-
pendent. Greta was also a proud 
great grandmother to her two 
great grandchildren; Hemingway 
Lee Douglas Davidson [Patrick 
Davidson] and Scout Davidson 
Bryant [Nathaniel]. Greta is pre-
deceased by her siblings John, 
Orville, Quentin, Elmore, Jose-
phine, Nelda and Loretta.

An accomplished seamstress, 
Greta created many a frock for 
her friends and neighbors as well 
as for her children, much to the 
dismay of her son Dwight, who 
felt to be much more fashionable 
than handmade clothes.

As a survivor of military grade 
civil war ammo that she discov-
ered while tilling her massive gar-
den, she cultivated a green thumb 
that could produce a bounty of 
vegetables to fill the family cellar 
for the cold Virginia winters.

Her eye for antiques was im-
peccable and her hunt, never end-
ing. Her first paycheck from Dr. 
Dave Skewes was eagerly spent 
on what had become a lifetime of 
precious collections. Her family 
and friends can smile at the mem-
ory of the stories that came with 
every piece and will hold them 
dear to their hearts.

Indeed, Greta’s greatest pride 
and joy came from her family and 
was always supportive of their 
achievements. She will be greatly 
missed, by most.

A mausoleum service was held 
on July 14th, 2022, at Highland 
Memory Gardens located at 5555 
Lee Highway, Dublin, Virgin-
ia, 28084 with a church service 
following at Community Chris-
tian Church. Greta was an active 

Charter Member of this church 
for 60 years and accomplished pi-
anist. Her daughter Teresa would 
accompany Greta on the organ 
at many a service, to the delight 
of the congregation, despite her 
playing in a different key than 
Greta.

Greta’s family would like to 
thank the staff at Greenbrier Val-
ley Medical Center for their com-
passionate and expert care. They 
would also like to thank the staff 
at Seasons Place Assisted Living 
in Lewisburg, West Virginia for 
providing a warm and caring en-
vironment for Greta during the 
past year.

In lieu of flowers, memorial 
contributions may be made to:

The Greta and Douglas David-
son Scholarship Fund of Johnson 
University

7900 Johnson Drive
Knoxville, TN 37998
Online guestbook can be signed 

at www.morganfh.net. Arrange-
ments by Morgan Funeral Home, 
Lewisburg, WV.

BARBARA A. MORRIS 
Barbara A. Morris died July 7, 

2022 at home in Dublin, VA.  She 
was born on February 25, 1945 in 
Radford, VA.

Barbara was preceded in death 
by her parents, Roger W. Boon 
Sr. and Annie Boon; and brother, 
Roger W. Boone Jr.

She is survived by her husband, 

Robert Morris, having been mar-
ried for 54 years; her son, David 
Morris (Juanita); granddaughter, 
Dakota Morgan Titus; and sister, 
Ellen Boon Kennedy of Kerners-
ville, NC.  She is also survived by 
several nieces, nephews, cousins, 
and numerous friends.

A private graveside service was 
held Tuesday, July 12, 2022, at 
Roselawn Memorial Gardens.

In lieu of flowers, donations 
may be made to St. Judes Hos-
pital.  Arrangements with Horne 
Funeral Home & Crematory 540-
382-2612.

MONTIE “BUDDY” 
RATCLIFFE 

Montie “Buddy” Ratcliffe, a 
true southern gentleman, entered 
into eternal rest on April 16, 2022. 
Born in Pulaski, VA, he was the 

second son of six children born 
to the late Raymond Fran-
cis Ratcliffe and the late Ruth 
Hall Ratcliffe on February 15, 
1929. Montie was a family man 
who spent lots of time with his 
daughters, grandchildren, and 
most importantly “his Betsy.” As 
a young man, any and all sports 
were Montie’s first love, and 
his enthusiasm for them started 
very early and never waned. He 
played every sport imaginable 
and, in his words, he “excelled 
in all of them.” In later years, 
Montie recounted many adven-
tures that involved the Ratcliffe 
siblings playing tennis, ice skat-
ing,sledding, and skiing around 
their house in the Pulaski area. 
Throughout elementary and all 
through high school he played 
just about every school sport, 
however, it was well-known 
among family members that his 
all-time favorites were always 
football and golf. His passion 
and utter enjoyment of football 
and golf continued throughout 
his last years of life. Because 
Montie was instrumental in in-
troducing these sports to his 
children and grandchildren, they 
will be enjoyed by his family 
members for years to come. Af-
ter graduating high school, while 
still in Pulaski, he met his future 
wife who was teaching school. 
They married in 1950 and had 

See DEATHS, page A8
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Biden’s poorly timed visit 
to the Middle East

By CAL THOMAS, 
Tribune Content Agency

In 1988, five years after calling the 
Soviet Union an “evil empire,” President 
Ronald Reagan visited Moscow where he 
addressed an audience of students from 
Moscow State University. At the heart of 
his speech, Reagan promoted the virtues 
and success of liberty and his vision that 
tyranny would ultimately be defeated 
(recall his other forecast made to the 
British Parliament in 1982 that the Soviet 
Union would end up “on the ash heap of 
history”).

Contrast those remarks with the cur-
rent president and his trip to the Middle 
East. A headline in the Connecticut Post 
asks the right question: “Biden once 
wanted to make Saudi Arabia a ‘pari-
ah’ - so why is he playing nice with the 
kingdom’s repressive rulers now?”

Biden will meet with Saudi Arabia’s 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman(affec-
tionately known as MBS), who has been 
accused by U.S. intelligence of sending 
a hit squad to murder journalist Jamal 
Khashoggi. Apparently feeling the heat 
of criticism from people opposed to 
the trip, Biden felt the need to explain 
himself in an op-ed for The Washington 
Post.

In it, Biden makes this ludicrous claim: 
“The Middle East I’ll be visiting is 
more stable and secure than the one my 
administration inherited 18 months ago.” 
He must have forgotten the Abraham Ac-
cords, which Trump and son-in-law Jared 
Kushner cobbled together. It normalized 
relations between Israel and five Arab 
countries, including Bahrain, the UAE 
and Morocco, something never before 
achieved. As usual, Biden gives no credit 
to Trump.

Speaking of not forgetting, Biden 
was part of an administration that spent 
nearly $350,000 supporting a group 
trying to unseat then-Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu, according to a U.S. 
Senate investigation. The administration 
has also been pushing for a nuclear deal 
with Iran, which has clearly failed and 
never had a chance of succeeding. That’s 
because Iran’s leaders have repeatedly 
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said they are obeying Allah’s command 
to acquire nuclear weapons.

Biden has said he will raise the issue of 
human rights with MBS. That is unlikely 
to produce positive results in a nation 
that has only recently allowed women to 
drive cars.

Despite the cover-up with noble inten-
tions, this trip is about trying to persuade 
Saudi Arabia to produce more oil so U.S. 
gas prices will come down to tolerable 
levels ahead of the November and 2024 
elections. What will the U.S. get in 
return? Probably no more than Biden 
and Obama got from opening diplomatic 
relations with Cuba.

Last February, Biden telephoned MBS 
to effectively ask him to pump more oil 
after he had curbed additional domestic 
oil production, reversing the much lower 
gas prices during the Trump admin-
istration. Biden seemed to be offering 
him a deal - Biden would provide more 
so-called “defensive weapons” for the 
Saudis to fight the Houthis in Yemen in 
exchange for more Saudi oil. Reading be-
tween the lines of reports about the call, 
it appeared MBS turned him down.

When Reagan visited Moscow, 
his approval ratings were 53 percent, 
according to Gallup. He dealt from a 
position of strength and moral clarity. 
Biden’s approval numbers (if they can be 
called that) have declined to a record 33 
percent, according to a New York Times/
Siena College survey with a majority of 
Democrats wanting him to be replaced in 
2024. Ninety percent of young Demo-
crats want another candidate.

The Middle East has been relatively 
quiet in recent years. Biden’s trip is 
unlikely to enhance stability and more 
likely to stir things up again. It has the 
potential of being a lose-lose for America 
and for Israel, which would be quite an 
accomplishment.

Readers may email Cal Thomas at 
tcaeditors@tribpub.com. Look for Cal 
Thomas’ latest book “America’s Expira-
tion Date: The Fall of Empires and Su-
perpowers and the Future of the United 
States” (HarperCollins/Zondervan).

Biden’s 
Shameful
Gas-Station
Attack

See LOWRY, page A7

For Joe Biden, the buck stops 
with small independent busi-
ness owners trying to make 
ends meet.

Over the holiday weekend, 
the president slammed gas 
stations for the purported sin of 
not passing along declining oil 
prices to motorists. 

Biden took to Twitter to urge 
“the companies running gas 
stations and setting prices at 
the pump” to heed his message: 
“Bring down the price you are 
charging at the pump to reflect 
the cost you’re paying for the 
product.”

Yes, sir, whatever you say, 
Mr. President!

The United States Oil and 
Gas Association mockingly 
recommended that the intern 
who posted the tweet should 
sign up for Econ 101, but it’s 
worse than that. Biden has hit 
the gas stations before on the 
same grounds. It’s hard to know 
where the economic illiteracy 
ends and the shameless dem-
agoguery begins. Regardless, 
it’s another indication that the 
president’s approach to inflation 
is to cast about for scapegoats 
and villains, no matter how 
implausible. 

So-called jawboning, or stern 
rhetoric directed at industries to 
get them to bend to the presi-
dential will, is nothing new. The 
most famous example is from 
John F. Kennedy, who blasted 
U.S. Steel for raising prices in 
1962. JFK’s tack was question-
able, but at least he was target-
ing an enormously influential 
industry that had breached an 
agreement to hold the line on 
prices brokered by his adminis-
tration.

Biden, by contrast, is going 
after the proverbial Liberty Gas 
Station and Uni-Mart down 
on Route 134 started by an 
immigrant couple hoping to 
send their children to college 
for the first time. These small-
time entrepreneurs have done 
nothing wrong, except remain 
in business at a time when the 
president’s anti-oil-and-gas pol-
icy has backfired spectacularly. 

As the business newsletter 
The Hustle explains, the major-
ity of owners operate a single 
gas station, either as a branded 
location of a big famous compa-
ny or on their own. Given that 
there are more than 100,000 gas 
stations in the United States, 
many clustered at the same 
busy intersections in direct 
competition with one another, a 
proprietor hardly has monopoly 
power to determine prices.

Indeed, when Biden says gas 
stations set prices, he’s techni-
cally correct in the sense that 
they post the prices on their 
iconic signs down to the tenth 
of a cent. They aren’t doing it 
arbitrarily, though. They all 
know that if they set a price 
not justified by broader market 
forces, customers will simply 
drive down the street to a more 
reasonably priced station.

Selling gas usually isn’t the 
most lucrative part of the busi-
ness, either. Gas stations make a 
very small margin on fuel, with 
the cost of crude and refining, 
along with transport and taxes, 
accounting for almost all of the 

Biden White 
House indifferent 
to pain of average 
Americans

Although I am a lifelong conservative, the Dem-
ocrats I have known over the years were proud to 
consider their party the defender of working men and 
women. I may have thought their policies were not 
suited to the task, but I never thought I would see the 
day when Democrat officials actually bragged about 

blue-collar 
workers los-
ing jobs.

That day 
has arrived.

At the 
Aspen Ideas 
Festival on 
June 29, 
Gina McCa-

rthy, President Biden’s National Climate Advisor and 
former President Obama’s head of the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), touted “fossil fuels losing 
jobs.”

I have warned that job losses would be the outcome 
of policies proposed by the administrations in which 
she has served. It is surprising, however, that she 
would openly talk about such things as a positive.

Our region has seen job losses thanks to those poli-
cies. For example, Obama-era EPA regulations forced 
the shutdown of a power plant in Glen Lyn in Giles 
County in 2015, which at the time employed 31 people 
and had employed more in the past. Closure of that 
plant negatively affected jobs and businesses in the 
surrounding community, too, and contributed to rising 
energy costs.

Within a month of the closure, the Supreme Court 
rejected the EPA’s rules that had caused it, but the 
damage was already done.

The Supreme Court’s recent decision in West 
Virginia v. EPA was a welcome rebuke to progressive 
attempts to regulate fossil fuel jobs out of existence. 
Unfortunately, once again much of the damage has 
already been done. The so-called Clean Power Plan at 
the heart of the case had been proposed in 2014 and 
finalized in 2015. Although it had been the subject of 
reversals by the Trump Administration and litigation 
before the Court finally ruled it unconstitutional, it still 
impacted the power sector.

The general response of Biden Administration 
officials to job losses and higher consumer prices 
thanks to its energy policies is a shrug and an attempt 
to distract.

John Kerry, whose job as “Special Presidential 
Envoy for Climate” seems to consist chiefly of flying 
by carbon-emitting private jets to other countries to tell 
them to reduce carbon emissions, infamously suggest-
ed that laid-off oil and gas workers can just go to work 
making solar panels. Even the Washington Post’s Fact 
Checker noted that Kerry exaggerated demand for jobs 
in solar and wind, median pay in these industries is 
lower than in fossil fuel sectors, and considerable job 
retraining would be needed.

President Biden and his Secretary of Transportation, 
Pete Buttigieg, continue to insist that the solution for 
high gas prices is for Americans to pay for electric 
vehicles. The average transaction price of an electric 
vehicle this January was $62,876, according to a Wall 
Street Journal article citing Kelley Blue Book data, 
putting that option out of reach for most Americans.

If you choose to keep your gasoline-powered vehicle 
and not shell out almost the median average U.S. 
household income ($64,994 in 2020 dollars, according 
to the U.S. Census Bureau) for an electric vehicle, the 
Biden Administration has little to offer you. 

A recent slight fall in gas prices has been attributed 
largely to consumers adjusting their usage downward, 
not actions of President Biden, and in any event is 
expected to be temporary. Releases from the Strategic 
Petroleum Reserve have only succeeded in draining 
inventories in this stockpile meant for emergencies to 
their lowest level since 1986. 

President Biden blames this mess on Vladimir Putin, 
a laughable claim when U.S. retail gas prices accord-
ing to the Energy Information Administration had 
already risen from $2.42 in January 2021, the month 
he was sworn in, to $3.41 in January 2022, the month 
before Putin’s invasion of Ukraine.

The indifferent attitude of President Biden and his 
staff to the pain of average Americans is reminiscent of 
Marie Antoinette allegedly commenting, “Let them eat 
cake.” Then again, rising food prices may make even 
cake too expensive for average Americans, but the 
subject of food inflation is best left for another column.

If you have questions, concerns, or comments, feel 
free to contact my office. You can call my Abingdon 
office at 276-525-1405, my Christiansburg office at 
540-381-5671, or my Washington office at 202-225-
3861. To reach my office via email, please visit my 
website at www.morgangriffith.house.gov. Also on my 
website is the latest material from my office, including 
information on votes recently taken on the floor of the 
House of Representatives.

Identity Crisis
One Nation
Under God

By Danielle Reid

In 1776, America had an identity cri-
sis.  As British colonists, they were the 
subjects of King George III and under 
the dictates of the British Parliament.  
But as a freedom-loving people, they 
believed some of the King’s laws were 
unfair, unjust and immoral.  

After several years of petitioning 
the King with no progress, in 1776 
American Patriots realized the need to 
innumerate their grievances and if neces-
sary, separate from Britain and establish 
their own government.  The Declaration 
of Independence was the document they 
created to announce to Great Britain and 
the world that they no longer identified 
themselves as British subjects.

After winning the War for Indepen-
dence, a provisional government (Arti-
cles of Confederation) was established, 
and although effective for a time, the 
newly formed states were acting more 

life sovereign countries.  For the future 
stability of the fledgling nation, a more 
effective government needed to replace 
it.  

In 1788, after 9 of the 13 states rati-
fied the Constitution, a new government 
like no other on earth was established.  
However, the Constitution wasn’t rati-
fied by all the states until May 29, 1790 
when Rhode Island approved the doc-
ument.  And the Bill of Rights or Ten 

See NATION, page A7



price at the pump. Stations earn 
a much higher margin on their 
sales of drinks and foodstuffs. 
Biden would be on more solid 
ground urging gas stations to cut 
consumers a break on the price 
of soda and Doritos.

Biden maintains that the 
stations should reduce gas prices 
since it’s a time of “war and 
global peril.” This appeal might 
make sense if Biden were brow-
beating gas stations located in 
Ukraine or Russia. But the U.S. 
is not at war, and business own-
ers are under no obligation to 
sell their product at cost or below 
because Vladimir Putin is trying 
to dismember Ukraine. Counter-
intuitively, gas stations tend to 

Continued from Page A6

Lowry

be more profitable when prices 
are declining rather than rising, 
so they are unlikely simply as a 
business matter to be engaged in 
the pricing conspiracy that Biden 
alleges. 

Although President Biden 
considers them worthy of a good 
kicking, gas stations aren’t a 
growth proposition. The number 
of stations has markedly declined 
in recent decades, and the rise of 
electric cars is putting more pres-
sure on the business model. 

At least they are actually doing 
their job in difficult circumstanc-
es. The same can’t be said of the 
president.

Rich Lowry is editor of the 
National Review.
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Katherine
Dalton

Amendments to the Constitution 
wasn’t ratified until December 
15, 1791.  A new governmental 
identiy was created:  Constitu-
tional Republic.

When Abraham Lincoln was 
elected President of the United 
States in 1860, another identity 
crisis occurred:  would all men 
be free or would some men be 
held in slavery?  On the eve 
of the Civil War in 1860, four 
million of the 32 million people 
living in American were en-
slaved black people, almost all 
in the South. 

The insuing identity crisis pit-
ted north against south, friends 
and family members against 
each other; and threatened to 
destroy the nation.  The war 
left 620,000 – 750,000 soldiers 
dead, with an unknown number 
of civilian casualities.  Some 
historians say that the brutality 
of the US Civil war foreshad-
owed the coming of WWI and 
WWII.

The nation’s next identity 
crisis occurred in 1914 when 
German submarines continued 
to attack and sink unarmed pas-
senger and merchant ships; and 
President Woodrow Wilson de-
clared war.  Additionally, a se-
cret decoded message revealed 
that Germany petitioned Mexico 
for assistance in exchange for 
German help recovering land in 
the American southwest. 

The German-American pop-
ulation of the US before WWI 
was significant: 8-million out of 
a total population of 92-million.  
Interestingly, in 1915 about 25 
percent of high school students 
in the US studied the German 
language, but by the end of 
WWI, only 1 percent of high 
schools offered it, because of the 
reprehensible actions of Germa-
ny.  It was thought that if you 
learn German, you will think 
and become like a German 
“Hun.”

WWII brought another iden-
tity crisis to the United States.  
Although WWII began in 1939, 
it wasn’t until December 7, 1941 
when the Japanese attacked a 
US base in Pearl Harbor and 
Nazi Germany declared war on 
the US, that we entered the war.  
416,800 of our military person-
nel were killed in the war.

During this war, over 120,000 
Ja

panese-Americans living in 
the US were forcibly relocated 
and incarcerated in concen-
tration camps in the western 
interior by President Franklin 
Roosevelt’s executive order 

9066.  Approximately two-thirds 
of them were US citizens, many 
second and third generation.  

The US emerged from WWII 
with a new identity.  We were 
now a global superpower, no 
longer an isolationist in world 
affairs.  In the nation’s new iden-
tity, the dollar was all-powerful 
and the US was the economic 
powerhouse that controlled the 
most valuable currency in inter-
national markets.  We were man-
ufacturing over 50-percent of the 
produced goods in the world and 
exporting more than 33-percent 
of the total global exports.  Ad-
ditionally, we held 66-percent of 
the available gold reserves – and 
the dollar emerged as the new 
reserve currency for international 
commerce and trade. 

With great wealth and power 
come new responsibilities.  De-
cisions made by our political and 
industrial leaders not only affect 
US citizens, but have long-reach-
ing repercussions around the 
globe.

It seems unconscionable that 
only a few decades ago, America 
was the leader in industry, sci-
ence, technology and education; 
but now we are the laughingstock 
of the world.

Our current identity crisis en-
compasses confusion, uncertain-
ty, political division and moral 
decay. Within the last 18-months, 
we’ve lost our identity as the 
world’s leading producer of oil 
and gas.  In the same time period, 
our inflation rate has skyrocketed 
from 1.4 percent to 9.1 per cent; 
violent crime is increasing; drug 
trafficking is rampant; millions 
of undocumented people are 
pouring into the nation; and our 
school age children are being 
taught to hate each other and our 
nation. 

But our greatest identity crisis 
is that we’ve lost our identity 
as a Christian nation.  We have 
forgotten what our Founders 
understood and expressed in their 
personal writings and in Amer-
ica’s founding documents:  that 
our identity and freedoms are 
given to us by God alone, that we 
are endowed by our Creator with 
certain unalienable rights, that 
among these are life, liberty, and 
pursuite of happiness.  

To recover our national identity 
will take a miracle of God.  Our 
Founders acknowledged that the 
hand of God was present in form-
ing and protecting this nation and 
I believe God will continue to be 
present as we recover our nation’s 
Godly identity.

Continued from Page A6

Nation We Cannot Wait to See…!
We Cannot Wait to See…!
The Board of Supervisors and 

I recently had the amazing privi-
lege of presenting the 2022 Lead 
Through Service (LTS) Scholar-
ship to a most deserving Pulaski 
County graduate – Gwendolyn 
Puckett.  Ms. Puckett was most 
deserving of the $2,500.00 Schol-
arship and Resolution, and joined 
the annals of other very impres-
sive scholarship recipients.  

The prestigious list of winners 
includes Ms. Breanna Lytton in 
2019, Ms. Jaelyn Szerokman in 
2020, and Alex Turner and Ash-
lyn Kirtner in 2021.  The Board 
of Supervisors and I, along with 
our Assistant County Adminis-
trator, Anthony Akers and other 
committed County employees, 
personally and proudly fund this 
scholarship and feel it is one of 
the most rewarding pursuits we 
have had the privilege of achiev-
ing.  

The International County 
Managers Association claims one 
of the biggest challenges local 
governments will face in the near 

future, is the lack of the next 
generation of local government 
leaders.  In understanding it is 
incumbent of a community to 
help cultivate and foster future 
leaders, it is important that we 
all make efforts to creatively en-
courage our youth of today to be 
community leaders of tomorrow.  

Our strategy was to take the 
approach of developing leaders 
by valuing service.  The LTS 
scholarship emphasizes the 
importance of community ser-
vice, volunteerism and personal 
commitment to the community 
and its residents.  It is gratify-
ing to think what the more than 

$18,000.00 in grant awards has 
meant to the recipients of this 
most prestigious scholarship, but 
evermore, it is most humbling to 
image what these investments in 
our future leaders will mean for 
the future of Pulaski County.  

I never wish time away, but 
I cannot help but wonder what 
these amazing individuals will 
do with their education, talents 
and dreams in the future.  

I want Breanna, Jaelyn, Alex, 
Ashlyn and now Gwendolyn to 
know, that Pulaski County again 
thanks you for your demonstra-
tion of leadership through your 
service to your community, and 
we collectively pray that one day 
your dreams and purpose collide 
with the opportunity to again 
serve the County of Pulaski 
with your education, talents 
and passion.  We continue to 
wish the best for all of you, and 
cannot wait to see what God has 
in store for your future.

Pulaski County is…Cheering 
you on! 

Read Any Good Books Lately?
Anyone read any good books 

lately? I’ve found myself stealing 
more than a few minutes from 
never ending tasks like laundry 
and the raising of my child to 
dive nose first into a few great 
titles. In honor of Independence 
Day, I read Washington’s Secret 
Six, by Brian Kilmeade, an 
in-depth telling of the Culper 
spy ring in New England during 
the revolution. I borrowed it 
from my Dad, who has a couple 
hundred books (looking at a 
couple of his shelves) on Amer-
ican history alone. So, I thought 
history sprinkled with invisible 
inks and code names would keep 
my attention and be a good way 
to celebrate the holiday and it 
was great. I thought it would 
read like a textbook, but I was 
pleasantly surprised. Fun fact. It 
also inspired the show “Turn” on 
AMC.  

I love to read, but I’m not much 
on non-fiction. I wish I was …  
there are so many things to know 
… but, I have enough non-fic-
tion in my life as it is. All I do is 
non-fiction! 

When I read, I want to be 
transported. Take me to Greece 
or Bath. Help me escape the 
cleaning of grease and the giving 
of baths. John, my husband, does 
not share my enthusiasm for 
reading or so he says, but if he’s 
interested in the topic, he can 
read an article online the size of 

War and Peace, but he would say 
that doesn’t count. I reminded 
him that he reads my “column” 
before I send it in every other 
week and that counts. He says its 
mandatory, but I assured him that 
I don’t mind if he doesn’t read it 
and that I know he’s supportive. 
Then he reminded me that he 
doesn’t read it to be supportive he 
reads it to make sure the names 
have been changed to protect the 
innocent. I am realizing now that 
this “column” is in fact non-fic-

tion. I don’t change the names 
to protect the innocent, but let’s 
carry on.

Darcy, my daughter, who is 
literally named after Jane Aus-
ten’s Mr. Darcy doesn’t seem 
to enjoy books either. This is 
a huge blow to me. To be fair, 
she’s four, but she doesn’t even 
like to be read to. I crack open 
a Golden Book and before I can 
even say, “Once upon a time” 
she covers her ears and says, 
“No mama, stop, put it down!” 
So, instead of being hooked on 
phonics, my baby is hooked on 
YouTube. I was one of those par-
ents that said silly things like, 
“We are going to strictly limit 
her screen time” and “She won’t 
get a tablet before she goes to 
school.” “She’s going to play 

See BOOKS, page A9
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400 N. Washington Ave., Pulaski • 540-980-4060
100 W. Buck Ave., Rural Retreat • 276-250-2160

180 Broad Street, Dublin • 540-518-7088

GET YOUR

COVID BOOSTER!
Visit Our Website www.MartinsRX.com

To Schedule Your Fall Booster Shots

Scheduling Now At All Three Locations:

JBR Vineyards & Winery
Hand Tended Vines. Hand Crafted Wines.

1360 Springdale Road, Pearisburg
Saturday: 11:00 - 5:00
Sunday: 1:00 - 5:00

Anytime with advance notice.

8205 Little River Dam Road, Radford

Anytime with advance notice.

Locally Grown, Produced, Bottled.

540-250-7291

jbrvineyards@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/jbrwine

their first daughter, Denise Rat-
cliffe Schneider in 1951. During 
his early married life, Montie 
attended classes at Bluefield Col-
lege for a year then transferred 
to his beloved Virginia Tech in 
Blacksburg, VA. Here he earned 
his Bachelor of Science in Me-
chanical Engineering, and sub-
sequently began a long and suc-
cessful career with McDonnell 
Douglas. Montie’sfirst job was 
with Douglas Aircraft in Long 
Beach, CA, where he spent two 
years. While in CA, he longed to 
get back to the south and in 1957 
he was granted a transfer back 
east to Charlotte, NC. There 
Montie and Betsy had their sec-
ond daughter, Debbie Ratcliffe 
Zeitz. The family spent nine 
years in Charlotte, but would 
eventually return to CA. This 
time they settled in the West-
wood area of Los Angeles. They 
remained in Los Angeles for 23 
years. Throughout Montie’stime 
as an executive for McDonnell 
Douglas, he worked on and led 
many projects, some of which 
were the Nike Hercules missile, 
the transportation of liquefied 
natural gas, the Mast Mounted 
Sight for helicopters, and design-
ing commercial aircraft. One of 
the highlights of his career was 
receiving an invitation to, and 
attending the prestigious think 
tank, Brookings Institute, in 
Washington, DC. In 1987 Mon-
tie and Betsy moved to the Hous-
ton, TX area to be closer to their 
two girls who lived at the time in 
Dallas and Houston. Montie be-
gan what would become his final 
project for McDonnell Douglas. 
He accepted a position at NASA 
as the Deputy Director of In-
ternational Space Station for 
McDonnell Douglas. He stayed 
at NASA until his retirement at 
age 65. While living in Houston, 
the couple purchased a summer 
home in the town of Blowing 
Rock in the mountains of North 
Carolina. Their time there was 

Continued from Page A5

Deaths one of the highlights of their lives. 
They absolutely loved the beau-
ty of the Blue Ridge Mountains 
where they were raised, and en-
joyed golf, friends, and the close 
proximity of extended family. 
Blowing Rock would eventually 
become their permanent home 
and the site of many fun fami-
ly gatherings. Eight years ago 
in 2014, Montie and Betsy made 
the move to Longhorn Village in 
Austin, TX to be closer to their 
daughters. Montie’s legacy will 
certainly live on through his fam-
ily. He was a very special man 
that made a big impact on many 
lives. We will always remem-
ber his strength of character, his 
love of family, his witty person-
ality, and his unfailing sense of 
humor. Even in his final stages 
of dementia, humor never left 
him. As best said by a grandson, 
“Grandad had the best attitude 
and was the happiest person I’ve 
ever known.” He was our “rock” 
and we will never forget him. He 
is preceded in death by his wife 
Betsy Forster Ratcliffe of Austin, 
brother Kenneth Stone Ratcliffe 
of Richmond VA, sister Betty 
Lou Ratcliffe Kirkner of Pulaski 
VA, sister Frances Marie Ratcliffe 
Jackson of Marion VA, sister 
Elizabeth Ann Ratcliffe Mere-
dith of Pulaski VA, and brother 
Raymond Franklin Ratcliffe of 
Pulaski VA. He is survived by his 
daughter Denise Ratcliffe Schnei-
der (Craig Schneider), his grand-
son, Stephen Ratcliffe Schnei-
der (Jessica Roy Schneider), his 
great grandson, Dylan McKinley 
Schneider, his great granddaugh-
ter Madeline Dianna Schneider, 
his granddaughter Susan Schnei-
der Beckering (Kevin Becker-
ing), his great grandson Richard 
Beckett Beckering, all of Hous-
ton, his daughter Debbie Ratcliffe 
Zeitz (David Zeitz) of Austin, his 
grandson William Forster Zeitz of 
Houston, his granddaughter Eri-
ca Lynn Zeitz of Austin, his half 
brother Timothy Ratcliffe of Eden 
NC, and many special nieces and 
nephews. The family would like 
to thank all the staff at Longhorn 
Village in Austin, especially Lyd-

ia Casillas, for the excellent care 
he received while a residentthere. 
The family will hold a private 
service and burial in July, 2022 
at Oakwood Cemetery in Pulaski 
Virginia. In lieu of flowers, please 
honor Montie through memori-
al donations to the Raymond F. 
Ratcliffe Transportation Museum, 
www.theratcliffemuseum.com. 
Obituary and guestbook available 
online at www.wcfish.com .

A graveside service will be 
held on Saturday, July 23, 2022 
at Oakwood Cemetery in Pulas-
ki, VA.  Online condolences may 
be sent to the family by visiting 
www.seaglefuneralhome.com  
Arrangements by Seagle Funeral 
Home, Pulaski.  540-980-1700

BETSY FORSTER RAT-
CLIFFE 

Betsy Forster Ratcliffe entered 
into eternal rest on September 
18, 2017. She was born in Poca-
hontas, VA, the daughter of Ida 
Castagnoli Forster and William 
Grieve Forster. Her formative 
years were spent in the coal fields 
of southwestern Virginia. As a 
young girl, she excelled in dance 
and academics, becoming salu-
tatorian of her high school class. 
From high school she went on 
to attend two years at the distin-
guished finishing school , Ward 
Belmont College in Nashville, 
TN. She then continued her edu-
cation at the College of William 
& Mary, earning a B.S. degree in 
biology and chemistry.

Upon graduation she settled in 

Pulaski, VA where she met her 
future husband, Montie Thomas 
Ratcliffe. It was there that their 
67-year love story began and they 
had their first daughter, Denise 
Ratcliffe Schneider. Montie at-
tended college at Virginia Tech 
while Betsy began a long and suc-
cessful teaching career. During 
these six years in Virginia, she 
taught a wide range of subjects 
at all grade levels – elementary, 
middle, and high school. Though 
small in stature, she was a woman 
of considerable accomplishments 
both personally and profession-
ally, a true southern lady. Her in-
volvement in the community was 
exemplified by her membership in 
the charter chapter of the moth-
er-daughter organization, Nation-
al Charity League.

Upon Montie’s graduation they 
moved across country to Long 
Beach, CA. After two years they 
were transferred south to Char-
lotte, NC. In Charlotte, their sec-
ond daughter, Debbie Ratcliffe 
Zeitz was born. They remained 
in Charlotte for nine years where 
Betsy was a stay at home moth-
er. Then they made their second 
move to California, to the West-
wood area in Los Angeles. It was 
in L.A. that she returned to her 
career in education. She began 
teaching elementary school in the 
inner city of L.A. where she laid a 
path for disadvantaged students to 
pursue higher education – leading 
them to some of the finest private, 
college preparatory schools in the 
state. Because of her commitment 
to learning she made continual 
improvements to her academic 
credentials by enrolling in UCLA. 
She received many accolades in 
L.A. and became well-known 
in the teaching community. The 
award that she was the most proud 
of was Teacher of the Year for her 
school.

After 24 years, Betsy closed 
the door on teaching when Mon-
tie was transferred to NASA in 
Houston, where their daughter, 
Denise, and her family lived. 
During this time they purchased 
a summer home in the town of 
Blowing Rock in the mountains of 
North Carolina. Living in Blow-
ing Rock was one of the high-
lights of their lives. They enjoyed 
golfing, friends, the weather, and 
the beauty of the familiar Blue 
Ridge Mountains. In time, they 
made Blowing Rock their perma-
nent home and a favorite family 
gathering place. Four years ago, 
they made the move to Longhorn 
Village in Austin to be closer to 
their daughters.

Betsy was a style-innovator 

and a lover of fashion. She had a 
flare for home design. She loved 
to shop and had a large appetite, 
especially for Italian food. She 
loved all kinds of dancing from 
jitter-bugging to waltzing. She 
was a beautiful seamstress and 
created exquisite design for her 
girls. Betsy strived for excel-
lence in all of her endeavors and 
had an unwavering love for her 
husband, children, grandchil-
dren, and great grandchildren. 
Betsy has touched our lives in 
ways that will never be forgot-
ten. We will hold her memory 
dear and her legacy will live on 
through her family.

She is preceded in death by her 
brother, William Grieve Forster, 
her sister-in-law, Nancy Ste-
phens Forster, and her nephew, 
William Stephens Forster. She is 
survived by her husband, Mon-
tie Thomas Ratcliffe of Austin, 
her daughter, Denise Ratcliffe 
Schneider (Craig Schneider), 
her grandson, Stephen Ratcliffe 
Schneider (Jessica Roy Schnei-
der), her great grandson, Dylan 
McKinley Schneider, her great 
granddaughter Madeline Dian-
na Schneider, her granddaughter 
Susan Louise Schneider, all of 
Houston, her daughter, Debbie 
Ratcliffe Zeitz (David Zeitz), her 
grandson, William Forster Zeitz, 
her granddaughter, Erica Lynn 
Zeitz, all of Austin, her niece, 
Cathy Forster James (Robert 
James) of Lexington VA, her 
niece, Heather Finney (Steve 
Finney), her niece, Shea Finney, 
her nephew, Aidan Finney, her 
nephew, Robert James (Christine 
James), her nephew, Liam James, 
and her nephew, Logan James, 
all of Washington D.C.

Her memorial services were 
held at Queen of Angels Chapel 
on Saturday September 23, 2017 
with a reception following in 
the foyer. The church is located 
at 20600 Siesta Shores Drive, 
Spicewood, TX 78669.

A graveside service will be 
held on Saturday, July 23, 2022 
at 11:00 a.m. at Oakwood Ceme-
tery in Pulaski, VA.

In lieu of flowers, please honor 
Betsy through memorial dona-
tions to the Raymond F. Ratcliffe 
Transportation Museum, www.
theratcliffemuseum.com (or mail 
check to P.O Box 269 Pulas-
ki, VA) or Catholic Charities of 
Central Texas, www.ccctx.org.

Online condolences may be 
sent to the family by visiting 
www.seaglefuneralhome.com 

Arrangements by Seagle Fu-
neral Home, Pulaski. 540-980-
1700

WARREN “WEASEL” HARRISON LONG

Warren “Weasel” Harrison 
Long, 94, of Radford, passed away 
on Thursday, July 14, 2022. He re-
tired from the Lynchburg Foundry 
in 1980 and went on to be an exca-
vator and lifelong farmer. Weasel 
was preceded in death by his loving 
wife, Velva Margaret Akers Long; 
parents, Cooper K. and Nancy Ann 
Long; son-in-law, Jeffrey Worrell; a 
sister; and a brother.

Survivors include his daughter 
and son-in-law, Donna and Mike 
Conklin; grandchildren and their 
spouses, Kimberly and Garry 
Wright, and Jason and Holly Wor-
rell; great-grandchildren, Nathan 
Wright, and Meriam and Jeffrey 
Worrell; sister, Roxie Dishon; sis-
ter-in-law, Reva Martin; special 
nephew, Carl Akers; and many oth-
er nieces, nephews, relatives and 
friends.

The family will receive friends 
from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m. on Satur-
day, July 16, 2022, at the Mullins 
Funeral Home in Radford. Services 
will begin at 1 p.m. with Rev. Neil 
Wood officiating. Snowville Ma-
sonic Lodge #159 AF & AM will 
conduct the graveside service on 

Thursday, July 21, 2022, at 10 a.m. 
at Highland Memory Gardens in 
Dublin.

In lieu of flowers, the family re-
quests that donations be made to a 
charity of your choice

.The Long family is in the care 
of Mullins Funeral Home & Cre-
matory in Radford. www.mullins-
funeralhome.com
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PET OF THE WEEKPET OF THE WEEK

Pulaski County Animal Control, 
80 Dublin Park Rd.

Dublin, VA 24084,  540-674-8359

Pet of the Week
Is Sponsored Each 

Week By
Todd Bruce, Mgr. 
Seagle Funeral 

Home

Monday-Friday 
10AM-4PM and 10AM-12Noon on Saturday

This week we 
are showcasing 
Zara as Pet of 
the Week!  Zara 
is a sweet pit 
mix and loves 
going for walks! 
She does well 
around dogs 
but will need 
i n t roduc t ion s 
first and she 
prefers a cat free 
e nv i r o n m e n t .  
She is already 
spayed and up to 

date on her vaccines.  
 If you are interested in Zara or any of the animals here at the shelter, 
please submit an adoption application located on our Facebook 
Page - Pulaski County VA Animal Control. Once approved, you 
can spend some time with them in our meet & greet room.

outside and read!” HAHA…
fools!! Four years later, that baby 
is hooked up to more wires than 
someone participating in a sleep 
study. They say it takes a village 
to raise a child and her village 
is me, John and Cocomelon. If 
the pictures don’t sing, dance or 
give off some level of radiation 
… she isn’t interested and that’s 
on me, but hopefully when she 
actually learns to read, she’ll 
enjoy it.    

Books are cheap entertain-
ment. We forget sometimes the 
bittersweet feeling we get when 
we finish a great book. We are 
happy because the characters 
or conflicts are resolved and 
sad because there’s no more. 
Hours, days and maybe weeks 
can be enjoyed with a book at 
little cost. The ROI you get by 
reading for entertainment is 
huge. You can go to eBay or a 
thrift store and get pretty much 
anything you want for under $10 
with free shipping. Libraries 
are good options, too if you’re 
not trying to build a collec-
tion. I would only incur fees at 
a library because one, I can’t 
remember anything and two; I 

don’t like to relinquish them, 
but free is free. John and I took 
Darcy to a movie last week and 
it was right at $70! We didn’t 
know if that was due to inflation 
or if we just haven’t been to a 
movie since 2015. If it wouldn’t 
have been negligent, we would 
have bought 1 ticket and sent 
her in by herself with some 
fruit snacks in her pockets and 
waited by the exit. I understand 
it’s for the theater experience, 
but we can cut the lights off and 
scoot the couch real close to the 
T.V. for next to nothing. Our 
feet already stick to the floor, 
but I can spill some popcorn 
for authenticity. Admittedly, it 
was her very first movie going 
experience and it was worth 
every penny to see her reaction, 
but if these gas prices keep it up 
it’s her first and last … which is 
another reason she should enjoy 
reading … we may go Amish 
before it’s all over.

Currently I’m in the middle 
of a delicious murder mys-
tery series set in the 1880’s 
in London during the time of 
Jack the Ripper’s White Chapel 
killings. Petticoats, lock picks 
and cold blood. I like historical 

fiction mostly and a little classic 
literature and by little I mean 
Jane Austen. Most literature is 
over my head even with my (not 
to brag) half semester of com-
munity college.  I tried Charles 
Dickens a few times and save for 
“A Christmas Carol;” I can’t get 
past the poverty … “Please sir, I 
want some more?” Poor Oliver. 
Nope, I want my endings happy, 
villains defeated, and if possible 
… a little romance. But, whatever 
your cup of tea, a good book or 
“piece of reading” and the time 
spent with it is a magical thing. 
I imagine that even non-fiction 
can provide the same kind of 
euphoric experience and if you 
don’t consider yourself a “read-
er” you’re reading this and that 
counts. 

Continued from Page A7

Books

my animals to the schools so that 
students could learn more about 
livestock,“ she said.

Martin took her sheep and goats 
to each of the school in Pulaski 
County to help bridge the gap be-
tween the Pulaski County commu-
nity and the agriculture programs. 
She was also deeply involved in the 
group’s conservation efforts in Pu-
laski County. She volunteered her 
time with the Sensory Trail, Trout 
in the Classroom, and Native Ell 
Grass projects that served the stu-
dents of Pulaski County, Claytor 
Lake, and other surrounding areas.

“FFA taught me to always be my-
self and that I can always overcome 
any obstacles I set my mind to,” 
Martin said. “As the Appalachian 
Area State Vice President my du-
ties will be to work closely with the 
President, supervise committees, 
and assume duties in the absence of 
the President if necessary.”

To be eligible to run for a state of-
ficer position, you must be a grad-
uating senior when you in your ap-
plication and you must have held an 
officer position in your home chap-
ter. You also must have a high-lev-
el SAE (Supervised Agriculture 
Experience) which she did with her 
sheep and goats. You also must earn 
all degree levels which is Green-
hand, Chapter and State Degree. 
These are the different levels that 
FFA chapter members can achieve 
over their time in school. 

State Officers travel across the 
Commonwealth to attend meetings 
that focus on agriculture and are the 
state representatives for Ag teach-
ers and programs, as well as the 
Agriculture industry. They conduct 
leadership workshops throughout 
the year.

Continued from Page A3

Martin The Vice President in the FFA 
is stationed by the Plow. The Plow 
is a symbol of labor and tillage of 
the soil.

“I am so thankful for the op-
portunity to grow, and I hope to 
encourage younger members to 
overcome any obstacles in their 
lives and help them be their true 
selves,” Martin said.

“It has been an honor to serve 
as Gabriella’s agriculture teach-
er and FFA Advisor,” Carley Pa-
van-Ballard said. “Watching her 
grow over the years made it clear 
that this was the path she needed 
to take and even though she didn’t 
see it yet, I did. I knew that with 
hard work, determination, and a 
gentle nudge in the right direction, 
Gabriella could become a Virginia 
State Officer and she did just that. 
I am extremely proud of the young 
lady she has grown to be and the 
leader she continues to become. I 
look forward to watching her as 
she takes on this new adventure 
and know she will do her county 
proud. Congratulations Gabriella 
on your accomplishments thus far, 
continue to overcome any and all 
obstacles that you may be faced 
with.”

“Gabriella had always been a 
smart, hardworking, and driv-
en young lady,” Tori Alley said. 
“Watching her grow as a person 
and a leader has been such a privi-
lege. She has spent countless hours 
preparing for this moment, and I 
have no doubt she will serve Vir-
ginia FFA well and make Pulaski 
County very proud! I can’t wait to 
see all of the adventures she will 
go on while in office!”

Martin, the daughter of  Kennith 
and Eva Martin of Dublin, was se-
lected as the PCHS Senior of the 
Month in January and graduated 
with High Honors with her class-
mates. 

‘Discovery on Adventure Island’
Vacation Bible School will 

be held at Pulaski First Church 
of the Brethren, 1749 Newbern 
Road, Saturday, July 16 from 
10 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Kids of all ages and adults 
will experience a day full of 
wonderful activities. 

Each child will be placed on 
a team called Explorers of 5-8 
children of their age group with 
an Island Guide that leads them 
to different stations throughout 

the day where various activities 
will take place. These activities 
include: Music, Bible Adven-
tures, Crafts, Recreation. Lunch 
and snack will be provided. All 
these activities are based around 
our theme “Quest for God’s Great 
Light”. 

Please join us at 4:00 for a clos-

ing program where the children 
will sing all the songs they have 
learned. 

After the program, please join 
us for a picnic at the Church’s 
picnic shelter. Hotdogs, sides, 
and drinks will be provided. 
Please bring a dish to share. 

And, also we would love for 
you and your family to join us, 
for worship at 11 a.m. on Sun-
day, where the children will sing 
again for everyone! 

July 16
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
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FIND US AT THESE LOCATIONS!
From Barren Springs to Radford,
You Can Find A Patriot Near You.
But Don’t Wait ... They Go Fast!

138 N. Jefferson Avenue, Pulaski, VA 24301 • Mailing: P.O. Box 2416, Pulaski, VA 24301 
540-808-3949 • www.pcpatriot.com • news@pcpatriot.com

Pulaski
Star Barber Shop
Foothills Chiropractic
New River Medical Group
Fast Shop I
Tom’s
Al’s on First
Grand Pa -Grand Ma
Fine Arts Center
Martin’s Pharmacy
Pulaski County Library
Glenn Insurance
Pulaski Family Dentistry
New River Valley Medicine
Rusty’s Custom Lumber
OK Barber Shop
Laundry Mat
Kim’s Family Hair Care
Sanimode Barber Shop
Emmanuel Christian Bookstore
Speedway
Hardees
Tractor Supply
Tha Dawg House
Compadres
Food Lion

Pulaski Village
Walgreens
LewisGale Hospital Pulaski
Pulaski Health & Rehab
YMCA
Fast Shop II
Hayden Electric & Plumbling
Poor Boys
1st Pawn
Food City
Laundry Mat
Webb Donald State Farm
Towne House
Ike’s Auto Sales
Downtown Exxon
Shop Eez (Lighthouse)
The Wedding Center
Cougar Express
Patriot Office

Dublin
Bradley Ridge Apartments
Newbern Exxon
PC Visitor’s Center
Makin’ Waves
NAPA

Walgreens
Martin’s Pharmacy
Country Styles
Laundry Mat
T.A. Produce
NRV Lube
Kangaroo
Sleep Inn
McGuire’s Campground
Papa John/7-11
Subway (Walmart)
El Ranchero
T.J.’s
Shop Eez (Rt. 100)
Patty’s Kitchen
Dublin Storage
Gobble Stop
Highland Ridge
Bucko’s
NRCC

Draper
Draper Post Office
Bryson’s Store

Fairlawn
Ramey’s Gun Shop
Kroger
Foodette
Bucko’s
Laundry Mat
Sal’s Jr.

Radford
Radford Drug
Sal’s
Cook’s Clean Center
Tha Dawg House
P.R. Sturgill
Rec Center
Food Lion
Food City
Brad’s Barber Shop

Barren Springs
Gobble Stop
Sai Mart

The Patriot
Is Available 
FREE
Each Friday 
At These
Locations In 
Pulaski, Dublin, 
Fairlawn, 
Radford, 
Draper and
Barren Springs:

Locally Owned & Operated Since 2009

Remembering Wally
Family and close friends of Wally McGrady gathered Monday after-
noon at the Raymond F. Ratcliffe Memorial Transportation Museum 
Brick Garden to share stories and memories of Wally and see the 
new plaque dedicated in his honor. As the plaque reads, Wally loved 
Calfee Park and all things Pulaski County. He died five years ago. 
You, too, can remember and honor a loved one at the Brick Garden. 
Contact the Ratcliffe Museum at 540-980-2307 for information on 
how to purchase and place fence plaques and bricks.
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Semper FiSemper Fi
Painting & Staining ContractorPainting & Staining Contractor

Decks • Porches • Flooring • Pressure WashingDecks • Porches • Flooring • Pressure Washing

Randal MorrisRandal Morris
USMC VetUSMC Vet
Owner OperatorOwner Operator
Licensed & InsuredLicensed & Insured
540-250-2288540-250-2288

BISHOP BISHOP 
INSURANCEINSURANCE

• AutoAuto
• HomeHome

• MedicalMedical
Supplement Supplement 

• FinalFinal
ExpensesExpenses

540-443-3900540-443-3900
1999 South Main Street, Suite 500C1999 South Main Street, Suite 500C

Blacksburg, Va. 24060Blacksburg, Va. 24060
www.bishopins.netwww.bishopins.net

Huck Akers on the Atlanta Braves field with Braves super star at the time, Chipper Jones.

Taking the mound 
for Huck

By JERRY L. HAYNES
Special to The Patriot

On July 24, Lora Lyons will be throwing out the 
first pitch at the River Turtles’ game.  She works 
as the Administrative and Fiscal Assistant at the  
Pulaski County Extension office.  But more im-
portantly, she is from my hometown of Fries.  

Fries has been known for some pretty good 
baseball players.  Ed Goodson played 8 years in 
the majors.  Fries also claims major league play-
er and coach Charlie Manuel because he lived in 
Fries for a few months while his father preached 
at a local church.

But there were other players from the 30’s and 
40’s who “had the right stuff,” but never chose to 
play.  One of those was Paul Akers. Locals always 
called him “Huck.”  Lora just called him Paw-
Paw.  Lora grew up hearing the exploits of her 
grandfather, not from him, but from all those who 
saw him play, played with him, or had to face his 
pitches.  

Huck was offered a minor league contract but 
turned it down because he couldn’t stand the 
thoughts of being away from his wife, and his two 
darling twins, one of which was Lora’s mother.  
He never gave up the game he loved, even playing 
in annual Fries Old Timers games well into his 
70’s.    

In the spring of 2003, the CBS Early Show 
(which is now known as CBS Mornings) ran a 
contest called, “The Week of Wishes.”  They in-
vited people to write in and tell of unsung heroes.  
Lora, fresh out of Hollins College, wrote, telling 

them about how her grandfather had given up his 
dreams of becoming a major league pitcher be-
cause he had a family to support. So instead of 
working for little pay in the minors, he continued 
to work in the Fries Cotton Mill. To the young 
granddaughter’s amazement, they chose her wish 
that her Paw-Paw could travel to Atlanta to see the 
Braves play. 

 A CBS camera crew came to Fries and filmed 
the family and others who knew Huck.  Then, on 
May 18, 2003, Lora and her grandparents flew to 
New York City.  CBS picked them up in a limo 
and put them up at The Pierre Hotel.  Needless 
to say, they had never experienced anything like 
this.   Later that evening, they ate at Mickey Man-
tle’s. 

 The next morning, they arrived at The Ear-
ly Show, where Harry Smith interviewed Huck.  
The grandparents thought they were only there to 
talk about the early days of baseball.  They did 
not know about Lora’s letter.  Then Harry Smith 
told them that they were actually there because 
Lora’s letter had been chosen to have her grand-
father’s greatest wish granted. A representative of 
the Braves came onstage and told Huck she had a 
video for him.   Bobby Cox, famed Brave’s coach, 
then appeared on the screen and told Huck he was 
coming to Atlanta for any game of his choosing as 
a guest of the Braves.  Once there, he would get to 
watch batting practice and serve as an Honorary 
Team Captain.  The representative then present-
ed Huck with a Braves jersey with Akers on the 
back.  

See HUCK, page B4

Attendees 
for ACC 
Kickoff
named

GREENSBORO, N.C. (the-
ACC.com) – The Atlantic Coast 
Conference announced Wednes-
day the 42 student-athletes who 
will attend the 2022 ACC Foot-
ball Kickoff, July 20-21, at The 
Westin Charlotte in Charlotte, 
North Carolina. For the sec-
ond consecutive year, each of 
the league’s 14 teams will bring 
three players to the annual event.

ACC Network will broadcast 
live from the ACC Football Kick-
off. The two days of expansive 
coverage will begin at 9 a.m. on 
both Wednesday and Thursday 
and the 24/7 national network 
dedicated to ACC sports will 
provide the event’s most robust 
television coverage to date.

Among the offensive players 
in attendance at ACC Kickoff 
will be nine quarterbacks, sev-
en offensive linemen, four wide 
receivers, two tight ends and 
two running backs. Defensively, 
eight linebackers are scheduled 
to attend, along with seven de-
fensive linemen and three defen-
sive backs.

Four of the quarterbacks at 
this year’s event ranked among 
the ACC’s top five in passing 
yards per game last season – Vir-
ginia’s Brennan Armstrong (first, 
404.5 yards per game), Wake 
Forest’s Sam Hartman (third, 
302 ypg), Miami’s Tyler Van 
Dyke (fourth, 293.1 ypg) and NC 
State’s Devin Leary (fifth, 286.1 
ypg).

Hartman threw 39 touchdown 
passes in 2021 to rank second in 
the conference and leads return-
ing ACC quarterbacks this sea-
son. Leary threw for 35 touch-
downs last fall and Armstrong 
for 31.

The ACC continued to estab-
lish itself as the Conference of 
Quarterbacks in 2021, and many 
of the leading players return this 
season. Armstrong ranked fourth 
nationally in total passing yards 
(4,449) while Hartman (4,228) 
ranked seventh. Hartman’s 39 
touchdown passes tied for fifth 
nationally, and Leary’s 35 TD 
passes ranked 10th. Armstrong 
stood second nationally in to-
tal yards per game (427.3), and 
Hartman (327.9) placed seventh. 
Louisville’s Malik Cunningham 
led the league with 20 rushing 
touchdowns, while also averag-
ing 218.5 yards passing. Boston 
College’s Phil Jurkovec (255.8 
passing ypg in 2021), Clemson’s 
DJ Uiagalelei (15 career starts; 
196.5 total offense/game in 2021), 
Florida State’s Jordan Travis (14 
career starts, holds school career 
record for QB rushing yards and 
rushing touchdowns) and Syra-
cuse’s Garrett Shrader (14 rush-
ing TDs in 2021) round out the 
quarterback contingent at media 
day.

North Carolina’s Josh Downs, 
who led the league in recep-
tions per game and was second 
in receiving yards per game, 
is among the Tar Heels’ three 
representatives. Georgia Tech’s 
Dylan Leonard and Miami’s Will 
Mallory – two of the league’s top 
tight ends – will attend the event 
in Charlotte.

Four of the top 10 and six of 
the top 18 tacklers from last year 
will be in Charlotte, including 
Virginia’s Nick Jackson, who 
led the league with 117 stops 
(9.8 per game). Syracuse line-
backer Mikel Jones (2nd, 9.3 per 
game), NC State’s Drake Thom-
as (4th, 8.3) Duke’s Shaka Hey-
ward (6th, 8.2 per game), Florida 
State’s Jammie Robinson (10th, 
7.1), Virginia Tech’s Dax Hol-
lifield (11th, 7.0 per game) and 
Pitt’s SirVocea Dennis (18th, 6.7 
per game) also will attend ACC 
Kickoff. Linebacker Yasir Abdul-
lah, the league’s returning leader 
in sacks (10) and tackles for loss 
(17.5), will represent Louisville.

The ACC Kickoff student-ath-
letes hail from 18 states with 
eight from Florida, seven from 
North Carolina and six from 
Georgia. Three call the com-

See ACC, page B5

Motor Mile 
announces 
biggest 
purse in  
track history
Motor Mile Speedway

Motor Mile Speedway invests in 
its own future and announces the 
largest purse in the history of the 
track, over $50,000! This includes 
$5,000 to win in the Sportsman 
division and $10,000 to win in the 
Late Model Stock Car division, on 
Saturday October 8, 2022. Green 
flag is at 5:00 pm.  

Late Model Stock Car entries 
are expected from all over Vir-
ginia and the Carolinas, including 
track champion and Martinsville 
300 winner Mike Looney, reign-
ing track champion Kres Van-
Dyke, 2021 national champion 
Peyton Sellers, and more. Rising 
star Kyle Dudley does double duty 
as he readies his Late Model and 
Sportsman cars. 

Motor Mile Speedway has one 
of the strongest classes of Sports-
man cars, with Carl Budzefski 
leading the points. He’ll be joined 
in October by local star Daryn 
Cockram and a field of winners, 
including Jamie Sweeney, Brad 
Foy, and many more. These local 
stars will be challenged by South 
Boston points leader Kyle Barnes, 
and an expected field of stars from 
South Boston, Kingsport, Domin-
ion, and more for the 100 lap tilt.

Pole awards and contingency 
programs will be announced in 
the months leading up to the event.

Mark Ebert, President and CEO 
at Motor Mile Speedway and the 
Rusty Wallace Racing Experi-
ence, said, “We’ve been looking 
for the opportunity to add a sig-
nature race at Motor Mile since 
we took over. When the CARS 
Tour race was changed, we saw 
an opportunity for a big year-end 
race on October 8th. We’ve been 
in contact with a bunch of the Late 
Model teams, and it looks to be a 
good weekend for them. We look 
forward to a great field of cars in 
both the Late Model and Sports-
man divisions.”

A complete list of all the up-
coming events, and discounted 
advance tickets at the Motor Mile 
Speedway and Rusty Wallace 
Racing Experience, can be found 
at https://www.motormilespeed-
way.com/

Call Us For Your Advertising Needs.

540-808-3949
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List Your Real Estate For Sale With Me
• 51 Years of Experience. 

• Principle Broker at McCraw Real Estate 
in Radford. 

• Top Producer. 
• Knows Real Estate Values. 

• State Licensed Auctioneer for 37 Years.  
 • Thousand of Homes Sold. 

I can sell your Home, Farm or 
Land for you! 

REALTOR and Member of New River Val-
ley Multiple Listing Service. I offer the Best 
Real Estate Service you can find.  Call me! 
Terry McCraw today at (540) 320-5200.

www.insurancecenterofdublin.com

543 East Main Street
Dublin, VA 24084 • 540-674-4678

See Us For All Your 
Auto, Home, Life, Business Insurance 

and Medicare Plans!

IT’S 
YARD 

SALE 

TIME!
Remember, Yard Sales 

Are FREE in The Patriot.

Email your yard sale ad 
to: ads@pcpatriot.com; 

Call or text to: 
540-808-3949. 

Deadline is Wednesday 
for Friday’s paper.

NOTE: Send your yard 
sale ad up to two weeks 
ahead to make sure it’s 

seen in time!

LIKE THE PATRIOT ON FACEBOOK
at

Pulaski County-Patriot

BIG MOVING SALE: Downsiz-
ing a lot.  Lots of great stuff at great 
prices. Many items 24 cents to $1.00. 
Friday, July 15 and Saturday, July 16 
at 616 Stillwell Road, Draper. Rain 
or shine.

3 Family Yard Sale: Saturday, July 
16 at 302 Floyd Ave, Pulaski. Begins 
at 7 a.m. until ??? Craft items, decor, 
air conditioner, mirrors, games.

3 Family Yard Sale: Friday and Sat-
urday, July 22-23. 716 Maple Street 
Dublin.  Furniture, Sony speakers, 
girls clothes and shoes, car booster 
seats, shop lights, books, toys and 
lots of household items. You don’t 
want to miss it.  

ANNUAL YARD SALE: Rockford 
United Methodist Church, (located 
at 6867 Viscoe Road in Fairlawn).
August 5, 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. and 
August 6, 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Baby clothes , children’s clothes, 
adult clothes (tags still on many), 
shoes and handbags, furniture,   
household items, books (children 
and adult), toys, odds and ends.
Hot dog luncheon and baked goods 
on Saturday.

MOVING SALE: Antique furni-
ture, tolls … everything else! Friday, 
July 15 and Saturday, July 16 at 4805 
Barton Drive, Dublin.

Two Family Yard Sale: Saturday, 
July 16 from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
2051 Bob White  Boulevard, Pu-
laski. Glassware, Amish books, 
CDs, DVDs, records, whatnots…too 
much to mention.

Yard Sale: 2525 Old Baltimore Rd, 
Draper.
Friday, July 15th and Saturday, July 
16th.
Jewelery,  antique watches, furni-
ture, women’s and men’s wear, Train 
memorabilia and much more.  Time 
begins at 8 am

Yard Sale: Saturday, July 16. 
Multi-family with girls clothes, tod-
dler toys, men’s and women’s golf 
shoes, golf logo balls and a golf 
clock. Also P. Buckley Moss prints. 
Where: 3734 Morehead Lane, 8:00 
a.m. till 2:00 p.m.

Outdoor Closet Sale: 5978 Ander-
son Avenue, Dublin. Friday, July 15 
and Saturday, July 16 from 8 a.m. 
NO EARLY SALES! Cancel if rain.

MULTI-FAMILY GARAGE 
SALE: Friday July 15th and Satur-
day July 16th.  8am-4pm.  4624 Shel-
burne Rd., Radford (Snowville area). 
Household and decorative items, fur-
niture, jewelry, lamps, collectables, 
toys, clothes (girls 0-3T, boys, ladies, 
women’s, men’s) some tools, and 
much, much more!

3 Family Yardsale:. Saturday, July 
23, 8:00 - ? Wide variety. 5705 Tan-
glewood Dr, Dublin.

ESTATE SALES

Indoor Estate Sale: Disabled, ev-
erything must go. Partial Listing. 3 
piece bedroom suite (dresser, chest, 
night stand), coffee table, two end 
tables, recliner, stove, marble top 
3-drawer chest, 6 person dining 
room table with matching china cabi-
net, lamps, dishes, pots, pans, mixer, 
50 cook books, HP printer, scanner 
and copies, air conditioners, men’s 
and women’s clothes and more. Due 
to health, sale by appointment only. 
Fridays and Saturdays, 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Call 980-1473.

ESTATE SALE – Friday, July 15th, 
8 am-4pm, Saturday, July 16th 
8 am-4 pm, Sunday, July 17th 10 
am-3 pm at 4455 Draper Valley Rd 
in Draper.  This is our 2nd weekend 
of  having the sale.  Many items still 
left.  Furniture, small kitchen appli-
ances, tons of home decor including 
pictures, mirrors, table top, lamps. 
Tons of old home interior, antique 
and Victorian decor.  Old coal and 
wood burning stoves. Old tools, fish-
ing gear, bicycles and motorized rid-
ing toys.  A little bit of everything. 
An ideal sale for the decorator, an-
tique lover or antique sellers.  Low 
prices on everything and prices are 
negotiable. New items added for this 
weekend.

FOR HIRE

I’m a machine quilter that has re-
turned to live in Giles County. Let 
me quilt for you. Have your quilt 
done now! Some can be done in 1 
day. Please call 208-649-7147. Fifty 
years of quilting experience. Pro-
fessional hand guided results. Call 
today!

Wanted: Lawns to cut. $60 yard. Call 
540-629-9003.

VEHICLES FOR SALE

For Sale: 2000 Dodge Durango SLT, 
Sport V8 magnum with tow package. 
4WD. Runs Good. 194,000 miles. 
Minor damage to front bumper, but 
does not affect driving. $4,000 obo. 
Text 540-235-4130.

WANT TO BUY

Want to buy junk cars. Call 540-629-
9003.

Friend in need of some medical 
equipment for a small price or free. 
Hospital bed, walker and wheelchair. 
Not sure the insurance will cov-
er. This would be a great blessing. 
Please contact me at 540-617-1915.

FOR SALE:  
MISCELLANEOUS

For Sale: 2 Cemetery plots in High-
land Memory Gardens “Garden of 
the Last Supper.” $2,495.00 value 
each. Sale both for $3,000. Call 540-
250-4854.

For Sale: Five solid wood office 
chairs. All five for $25. Call 449-
9623 for information.

For Sale: 97 pieces of clothing for 
sale – an entire closet – all for $100. 
Call 449-9623 for information.

Items for Sale: Furniture, toys, pock-
et books, clothes, whatnots, shoes, 
baby clothes, VHS tapes, jewelry 
and more. For information call 540-
577-7279.

For Sale: Fifth Wheel Hitch
PullRite Super Glide auto slide 16K 
– FITS SHORT BED TRUCK
Included are the cover & capture 
plate
Call 540-320-5600

HOUSES FOR SALE

For Sale: House-2+acers $145,000.00
2 Bedroom, 1 Bath, Basement, 2 
Porches
421 Mt. View Road, 
Barren Springs, Va.
Leave message 276-620-9827
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FAIR HOUSING 
NOTICE:

We are pledged to the letter 
and spirit of Virginia’s policy 
for achieving equal housing 
opportunity throughout the 
Commonwealth.
We encourage and support 
advertising and marketing 
programs in which there are 
no barriers to obtaining hous-
ing because of race, color, 
religion, national origin, sex, 
elderliness, familial status or 
handicap.

For more information or to 
file a housing complaint, call 
the Virginia Housing Office at 
(804) 367-8530; toll-free call 
(888) 551-3247.

For hearing-impaired, call 
(804) 367-9753. E-mail fair-
housing@dpor.virginia.gov.

The Town of Pulaski will accept bids/quotes for street striping until 
July 29, 2022.

The successful bidder will be responsible for all materials, 
equipment, traffic control, safety devices, cones, etc. necessary 
to accomplish the work.  The project will include approximately 
193,000 linear feet of four (4) inch wide yellow striping and 
approximately 71,000 linear feet of four (4) inch wide white 
striping.  The exact date(s) in which the striping will occur will 
be determined by the Town of Pulaski upon the completion of the 
street paving.  Striping should be completed within five (5) calendar 
days of commencement.   

All streets listed will be painted with materials and workmanship 
which meet the Virginia Department of Transportation 
specifications.  Paint is to be applied at a rate of 310 linear feet or 
less per gallon, with glass beads applied at least seven (7) pounds 
per each gallon of paint.  Each bidder shall review the streets to be 
painted and submit questions regarding their proposal prior to the 
bidding.  All bids/quotes are to be submitted to:

Kimberly Caudill, 
General Superintendent Dept. Public Works

P.O. Box 660, Pulaski, VA  24301
Phone: (540) 994-8651

Fax: (540) 980-8591

If the bidder has been doing business in the state of Virginia 
less than 5 years, please include a list of previous customers for 
reference purposes.  

The Town of Pulaski reserves the right to award the bid to someone 
other than the lowest bidder should it be deemed in the best interest 
of the Town of Pulaski, or to reject/accept any and or all bids or 
portions thereof.  

Town of Pulaski
Bids/Quotes For
Street Striping

The Town Council of the Town of Pulaski, Virginia will hold a 
public hearing on Tuesday, August 2, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Council Chambers at 42 Frist Street, N.W. to appropriate the 
following funds.

From: Virginia Department of Health $174.766   
To:      Brookmont Project                $174,766

All persons desiring to speak for or against the proposed budget 
amendment should appear at the Town Council Meeting or to 
submit their comments in writing to the Town Manager prior to the 
public hearing. 

For disabled individuals who may require special auxiliary aids or 
services, reasonable accommodations will be made by the Town 
upon request. Please contact the Clerk of Council at (540) 994-8600 
prior to the above meeting date to arrange these accommodations. 

For individuals with visual or hearing impairment, contact Virginia 
Relay at 711 for assistance in reaching the Town. 

Public Hearing
Regarding Budget

Appropriation

The Pulaski County Board of Supervisors intends to hold a Public 
Hearing beginning at 7:00 p.m., or soon thereafter as can be heard, 
on Monday, July 25, 2022, in the Supervisors Meeting Room of the 
County Administration Building, 143 Third Street, N.W., in the Town 
of Pulaski to receive citizens’ comments on the following matter:

• Re-Adoption of the Zoning Map of the Unified Development 
Ordinance (UDO) of the County of Pulaski, Virginia  

Comments may be presented orally or in writing via mail to above 
address, fax (540-980-7717), or e-mail to bos@pulaskicounty.org.  
A copy of the draft ordinance is available for public inspection 
from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, at the County 
Administration Building, 143 Third Street, NW, in the Town of 
Pulaski or by phoning (540) 980-7705.

If you are a disabled individual and would like special auxiliary aids 
or services, please contact the County’s ADA Compliance Officer 
at (540) 980-7800 (TDD accessible) or (540) 980-7705, ten (10) days 
prior to the above meeting date.  

Public Notice
Board of

Supervisors

The Pulaski County Board of Supervisors will host a public hearing 
to consider a recommendation on a change to the Pulaski County 
Zoning Map. In accordance with the Code of Virginia, the Board of 
Supervisors will host a public hearing on this petition at 7:00 p.m. 
on Monday, July 25, 2022 in the Board Room of the Pulaski County 
Administration Building located at 143 3rd Street NW,  in the Town 
of Pulaski, to consider comments regarding the application listed 
below;

• Rezone Application submitted by Monique Hartley to 
rezone Tax Map 080-001-0000-0057 from Low Density 
Residential to Agriculture (A) located on Case Knife Road, 
Robinson District.

Comments may be presented at the meeting and by phone or in 
writing prior to the meeting. Information regarding these items are 
available for public inspection from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, at the Department of Planning & Zoning, County 
Administration Building, 143 Third Street, NW, Pulaski, VA 24301.

If you are a disabled individual and would like special auxiliary aids 
or services, please contact the County’s ADA Compliance Officer 
at (540) 980-7800 (TDD accessible) or (540) 980-7705, ten (10) days 
prior to the above meeting date.  

Public Notice
Board of 

Supervisors

For Sale: TRI POD for Fifth Wheel
Like New
$50.00
540-320-5600

For Sale: 50 AMP RV SURGE PRO-
TECTOR
$100.00
540-320-5600

For Sale: RV 25 FT EXTENSION 
POWER CORD FOR  50 AMP
$50.00
54O-320-5600

Pear shaped diamond ring, 14K 
yellow gold, size 7, price reduced 
to $475. Includes information card 
with details about the ring. Call 540-
980-5361.

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Ad-
vertise your upcoming auctions 
statewide and in other states. Af-
fordable Print and Digital Solu-
tions reaching your target audi-
ences. Call this paper or Landon 
Clark at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Eliminate gutter cleaning forev-
er! LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFil-
ter estimate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-877-614-6667

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during 
utility power outages, so your 
home and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free quote to-
day! Call for additional terms 
and conditions. 1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a so-
lar plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your re-
liance on the grid, prepare for 
power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services 
available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no ob-
ligation, quote today. Call 1-833-
688-1378

Replace your roof with the best 
looking and longest lasting ma-
terial – steel from Erie Metal 
Roofs! Three styles and multiple 
colors available. Guaranteed to 
last a lifetime! Limited Time Of-
fer - $500 Discount + Addition-
al 10% off install (for military, 
health workers & 1st responders.) 
Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-844-
902-4611

RECRUITMENT

HIRING? Promote job listings 
regionally or statewide! Afford-
able Print and Digital Advertis-
ing Solutions reaching poten-
tial candidates. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

D I V O R C E - U n c o n t e s t -
ed, $395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$225.00. No court ap-
pearance. Estimated completion 
time twenty-one days. Hilton 
Oliver, Attorney (Facebook). 
757-490-0126. Se Habla Espanol. 
BBB Member. https://hiltonoli-
verattorneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARAN-
TEED Life Insurance! No med-
ical exam or health questions. 
Cash to help pay funeral and 
other final expenses. Call Phy-
sicians Life Insurance Compa-
ny- 844-509-1697 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mo-
bility with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit! 
Call 888-608-4974

Remember Your Loved Ones On A Special Day With 
An In Memoriam Message. 540-808-3949
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LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

BUS DRIVER NEEDED

Bus driver needed for Weekday Religious 

Education program in Pulaski
3 Days Per Week / 8 Hours Each Day

September - December & January - April

(We Follow School Schedule)

Salary Negotiable

(Must Have CDL License)

Call WRE President Rhonda Hodge
(540) 320-9858 (Leave Message)

Specials For July:
Christmas In July

Fall and Christmas Fabrics
20% Off!

'Shop Hop' is set
for July 27-30!

We'll Have Lots Of New Fabrics

Ms. Audre's FabricsMs. Audre's Fabrics
206 Main Street • Narrows, Va.

(540) 921-2042

Open 10-6 Tues. - Friday, 10-4 Saturday

The Town Council of the Town of Pulaski, Virginia will hold a 
public hearing on Tuesday, August 2, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Council Chambers of the Pulaski Municipal Building, 42 First 
Street, NW to consider the following: 

1. A proposed zoning amendment to Section 4.4.2-1c, 
Townhouses, including a family and up to two (2) unrelated 
individuals per unit. General Standards, subsection 
viii, adjusting the minimum setback requirements from 
twenty-five (25) feet from the side to five (5) feet from the 
side and to adjust the minimum rear setback requirement 
from thirty-five (35) feet from the rear to twenty-five (25) 
feet from the rear.

2. A proposed zoning amendment to Section 4.9.2-1, 
Permitted Uses, within the B-2 District, amending 
subsection 3c, from “Funeral home or undertaking 
establishment” to “Funeral home and/or crematories.” 

All persons desiring to comment on the proposed requests 
should submit their remarks to Caroline Smith, Planner/Zoning 
Administrator, by 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, August 2, 2022, to 42 
First Street, NW/PO Box 660, Pulaski, VA or via email to csmith@
pulaskitown.org. A copy of the application and other pertinent 
materials are available for public review in the Planner’s office, 
Pulaski Municipal Building, 42 First Street, NW from 8:30 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.

For disabled individuals who may require special auxiliary aids or 
services, reasonable accommodations will be made by the Town 
upon request. Please contact the Town Manager’s Office at (540) 
994-8600 prior to the above meeting date. For persons with hearing 
or visual difficulties, contact Virginia Relay at 711 to arrange 
contact with the Town. 

Town Council
Public Hearing

The Town Council of the Town of Pulaski, Virginia will hold a 
public hearing on Tuesday, August 2, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Council Chambers of the Pulaski Municipal Building, 42 First 
Street, NW to consider the following: 

• A request from Mainspring Recovery Center, LLC for 
a Special Exception at property located at 2460 Lee 
Highway, [tax parcel(s) 063-25-25A] in the R-1, Single 
Family Residential District, for the hospital or health 
centers, which includes, “alcohol, substance abuse and 
drug treatment centers”. The application indicates that the 
facility will have a capacity of 50 beds for an inpatient 
residential program and will serve clients who are 18 years 
or older with a substance use disorder diagnosis within a 
60 to 70 mile radius and who are voluntarily admitting 
themselves to the program. 

All persons desiring to comment on the proposed requests 
should submit their remarks to Caroline Smith, Planner/Zoning 
Administrator, by 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, August 2, 2022, to 42 
First Street, NW/PO Box 660, Pulaski, VA or via email to csmith@
pulaskitown.org. A copy of the application and other pertinent 
materials are available for public review in the Planner’s office, 
Pulaski Municipal Building, 42 First Street, NW from 8:30 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.

For disabled individuals who may require special auxiliary aids or 
services, reasonable accommodations will be made by the Town 
upon request. Please contact the Town Manager’s Office at (540) 
994-8600 prior to the above meeting date. For persons with hearing 
or visual difficulties, contact Virginia Relay at 711 to arrange 
contact with the Town. 

Town Council
Public Hearing

In July 2003, Lora and her 
grandparents traveled to Atlan-
ta.  They were given rooms at 
the Ritz Carlton Hotel by CBS 
and treated to box seats where 
the players’ families sit at Turner 
Field.  Huck decided though that 
ballplayers don’t sit in fancy box 
seats.  He left the guide, walked 
down to the dug-out and plopped 
down with the other players, like 
he belonged there.  

 Lora apologized to the guide 
and offered to bring him back to 
the seats.  The guide made a few 
phone calls, and announced the 
front office said he could stay for 

Continued from Page B1

Huck

a while.   Later, Lora found out 
that no fan had ever been in the 
dugout during batting practice.

 He got to talk to all the Braves’ 
stars of that time.   As Honorary 
Team Captain, he got to see the 
teams exchange lineups at home 
plate.  He then rejoined the others 
in the stands.  

Lora had many cherished mo-
ments with her grandfather, but 
she said the most precious mo-
ment was when the two of them 
stood up during the Seventh In-
ning Stretch and sang, “Take Me 
Out to the Ballgame.”

 Three years later, Huck passed 

away.   As per his wish, he was 
buried in his Braves jersey.

So, Lora will be making that 
pitch on July 24th.  I hope you’ll 
all come to see her.  She’ll be 
wearing her Paw-Paw’s Old Tim-
ers baseball cap.  Her feet may be 
on the infield of Calfee Park, but 
her heart will be in Atlanta, stand-
ing with her Paw-Paw, singing 
Take Me Out to the Ball Game. 

Jerry L. Haynes is a local au-
thor, and is the host of the web-
site, www.BringingHopeAnd-
Happiness.com 

PCHS track coach resigns
By MIKE WILLIAMS
The Patriot

Pulaski County High 
School’s state champion track 
and field team has lost its head 
coach.

PCHS Athletic Director 
Scott Vest confirmed Wednes-
day night that  Sirak Ogbagabir 
has resigned as head coach and 
will be moving back to North-
ern Virginia to be closer to his 
family.

The news comes just over 
a month since Ogbagabir 
coached his Cougar thinclads 
to the  Class 4A state track and 
field championship on June 4.

Ogbagabir had been the 
Cougar track and field pro-
gram’s leader since becoming 
head coach in 2013. He came 

to PCHS as an assistant track 
coach in 2008.

A native of Eritrea, Africa – 
a nation located in the Horn of 
Africa on the eastern coast that 
is bordered by Ethipoia and Su-
dan – he moved with his family 
to Northern Virginia. They lived 
in Woodbridge and Ogbagabir 
attended Garfield High School.

He would later attend the Uni-
versity of Toledo and eventu-
ally Radford University before 
coming to Pulaski County High 
School.

At the state track and field 
meet, held at Liberty University 
in Lynchburg, Pulaski County 
won the state title with a score 
of 63 points – three points better 
than runner-up Deep Creek.

Call Us For Your 

Advertising Needs.
540-808-3949

River Turtles in 4th
Patriot Staff Report

Princeton scored three runs 
in the bottom of the  eighth to 
beat Pulaski, 6-4 Wednesday 
night.

The two teams were sched-
uled to square off again Thurs-
day in Princeton.

The loss Wednesday dropped 
Pulaski to 15-20 on the season.

The loss gave Pulaski a four-
game losing streak, and dropped 
the River Turtles into fourth 
place in the five-team East Di-
vision, 10 and a half games out 
of first place and only a half-
game ahead of cellar dwellar 
Bluefield.

The River Turtles return 
home Friday for a three-game 
homestand against the Bristol 
Stateliners. 
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Arians, Chancellor, Hall lead 2022 Tech Hall class
Hokiesports.com

BLACKSBURG — The Vir-
ginia Tech Sports Hall of Fame 
continues to grow in prestige 
and tradition, as a pair of NCAA 
champions and two Super Bowl 
champions, along with multiple 
ACC title holders, were select-
ed as part of the seven-member 
2022 class.

The 2022 class of inductees 
includes:

Bruce Arians, a former Vir-
ginia Tech quarterback (1971-74) 
with over eight years of head 
coaching experience in the NFL. 
In 2021, he lifted the Lombar-
di Trophy with the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers.

Kam Chancellor, a two-time 
ACC champion that recorded 

208 total tackles in his Virginia 
Tech career. Chancellor went on 
to be a Super Bowl champion and 
two-time All-Pro player.

Mike Gentry, a staple in the 
growth of Virginia Tech football 
as the strength and conditioning 
coach. The 29-year servant of the 
athletics department became a 
member of the USA Strength and 
Conditioning Coach Hall of Fame 
in 2010.

Dorotea Habazin, a three-time 
All-American that was the sec-
ond woman to ever win a national 
championship at Virginia Tech. 
Habazin claimed four ACC titles 
in her career, including three in 
the hammer throw and one in the 
weight throw.

Vince Hall, a four-year starter 
that holds the Virginia Tech re-

cord for consecutive games start-
ed (44). Hall was the 2006 recip-
ient of the Dudley Award, which 
recognizes the top college foot-
ball player in Virginia.

Marcel Lomnický, one of the 
most accomplished Virginia Tech 
athletes ever with two national 
championships and three appear-

ances in the Olympics. Lomnicky 
became the third Hokie to win 
multiple NCAA titles in 2012 with 
his weight throw championship.

Sara Smith, a six-time ACC 
champion that earned All-Amer-
ican honors in 2007. Smith was 
also named the 2008 ACC Swim-
ming and Diving Scholar-Athlete 

of the Year.
The Virginia Tech Sports Hall 

of Fame Class of 2022 will be in-
ducted on Friday, November 4 in 
a ceremony at The Inn at Virginia 
Tech. As part of the Hokies’ Nov. 
5 game vs. Georgia Tech, the sev-
en new inductees will be recog-
nized at halftime.

monwealth of Virginia home, 
with two each from Ohio, Con-
necticut and New Jersey. Eleven 
states are each represented by 
one player, along with Quebec, 
Canada (Syracuse offensive line-
man Matthew Bergeron).

The complete list of 2022 
ACC Football Kickoff stu-
dent-athletes include:

Boston College
Head Coach Jeff Hafley
Josh DeBerry, DB, Grosse 

Point Park, Michigan
Zay Flowers, WR, Fort Lau-

derdale, Florida
Phil Jurkovec, QB, Pitts-

burgh, Pennsylvania
Clemson
Head Coach Dabo Swinney
K.J. Henry, DE, Winston-Sa-

lem, North Carolina
Jordan McFadden, OT, Spar-

tanburg, South Carolina
DJ Uiagalelei, QB, Inland 

Empire, California
Duke
Head Coach Mike Elko
DeWayne Carter, DT, Picker-

ington, Ohio
Shaka Heyward, LB, Dacula, 

Georgia
Jacob Monk, OL, Clayton, 

North Carolina
Florida State
Head Coach Mike Norvell
Fabien Lovett, DT, Vicks-

burg, Mississippi
Jammie Robinson, DB, Cord-

ele, Georgia
Jordan Travis, QB, West 

Palm Beach, Florida
Georgia Tech
Head Coach Geoff Collins
Dylan Leonard, TE, Milton, 

Georgia
Dontae Smith, RB, Spring 

Hill, Tennessee
Zamari Walton, DB, Mel-

bourne, Florida
Louisville
Head Coach Scott Satterfield
Yasir Abdullah, LB, Mira-

mar, Florida
Caleb Chandler, OG, Jeffer-

son, Georgia
Malik Cunningham, QB, 

Montgomery, Alabama
Miami
Head Coach Mario Cristobal
Jahfari Harvey, DE, Port St. 

Lucie, Florida
Will Mallory, TE, Jackson-

ville, Florida
Tyler Van Dyke, QB, Glaston-

bury, Connecticut
North Carolina
Head Coach Mack Brown
British Brooks, RB, Gasto-

nia, North Carolina
Josh Downs, WR, Suwanee, 

Georgia
Ray Vohasek, DT, McHenry, 

Illinois
NC State
Head Coach Dave Doeren
Devin Leary, QB, Sicklerville, 

New Jersey
Isaiah Moore, LB, Chester, 

Virginia
Drake Thomas, LB, Wake For-

est, North Carolina
Pitt
Head Coach Pat Narduzzi
Deslin Alexandre, DL, Pom-

pano Beach, Florida
SirVocea Dennis, LB, Syra-

cuse, New York
Carter Warren, OT, Paterson, 

New Jersey
Syracuse
Head Coach Dino Babers
Matthew Bergeron, OL, Vic-

toriaville, Quebec, Canada
Mikel Jones, LB, Miami, Flor-

ida
Garrett Shrader, QB, Char-

lotte, North Carolina
Virginia
Head Coach Tony Elliott
Brennan Armstrong, QB, 

Shelby, Ohio
Nick Jackson, LB, Atlanta, 

Georgia
Keytaon Thompson, FBP, 

New Orleans, Louisiana
Virginia Tech
Head Coach Brent Pry
Silas Dzansi, OL, Wood-

bridge, Virginia
Dax Hollifield, LB, Shelby, 

North Carolina
Kaleb Smith, WR, Bumpass, 

Virginia
Wake Forest
Head Coach Dave Clawson
Rondell Bothroyd, DL, Man-

chester, Connecticut
Sam Hartman, QB, Charlotte, 

North Carolina
Michael Jurgens, OL, Damas-

cus, Maryland

Continued from Page B1

ACC

Yard Sales
Are Free

In
The Patriot

Call 
540-808-3949

or email
ads@pcpatriot.com
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Draper Valley Baptist Church
3200 Lee Highway
Draper, Va. 24324

Pastor: Alan Pearce
Service Times:

Bible Study Sunday, 10 a.m.
Sunday Worship, 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening, 5 p.m.

email: drapervalleybc@gmail.com
www.drapervalleybaptist.org

Grace Baptist Church
552 E. Main Street
Dublin, Va. 24084

Pastor: Doug Testerman
674-1762

Primary Services:
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Sunday worship

Sunday  Night Power Hour, 6 to 7 p.m.
Wednesday Night 7 to 8 p.m.

Grace Kids and Teens Bible Study

Open Door Baptist Church
4576 Miller Lane

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor: Rev. N.K. Howlett
Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.

Worship, 11 a.m.
Wednesday Night, 7 p.m.

Phone: 980-2046

Draper United Methodist Church
3080 Greenbriar Road

Draper, VA 24324
Pastor: Rev. Jason Crandall

423-716-2570
Primary Service Times:
Sunday School, 10 a.m.

Worship, 11 a.m.
Phone: 276-477-3835

Christ Episcopal Church
144 North Washington Ave., Pulaski

P.O. Box 975
Service: 10 a.m. every Sunday

Phone: 980-2413
Email: christ24301@gmail.com

Jordan's Chapel UMC
Pastor: Ginny Tompkins

Worship: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

Cecil's Chapel United Methodist Church
5801 Cecil's Chapel Road, 

Hiwassee, VA  24347
Pastor Jason Crandall

Worship service is 8:45am-9:45am
Sunday School is 10 - 10:45am
Ricky Dishon, 540 239 6360, 

www.facebook.com/cecilschapel.umc

Valley Harvest Ministries
1 Harvest Place

Dublin, VA 24084
Senior Pastor Steve Willis 

Associate Pastors: Perry Slaughter, 
Walter Gueste, Derick Burton

Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
Hispanic Ministry Service- Sunday 6 p.m. 

Wednesday School 7 p.m. 
www.vhmdublin.org

540-674-4729

Dublin Baptist Church
Dublin Baptist Church

100 Hawkins Street, Dublin, VA 24084
540-674-6061

secretary@dublinbaptistva.org
Website: dublinbaptistva.org

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11 a.m.

Wednesday Youth Bible Study, 7 p.m.

Allisonia Pentecostal Holiness Church
1560 Julia Simpkins Road

Allisonia, VA 
Pastor Justin Phillips

Sunday Morning Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship: 6 p.m.

First United Methodist Church 
301 N. Jefferson Ave. - Pulaski (physical) 
135 Fourth St., NW - Pulaski (mailing)

Pastor’s Name: Josh Kilbourne 
Sunday Service: 10:00 AM 

Hispanic Service: 3 p.m.
Contact Info. Phone: 540.980.3331

e-mail: office@fumcpulask.org 
website: www.fumcpulask.org  

FACEBOOK@FirstUMCPulaski and 
WBLB 10:00 am

Belspring Baptist Church
6887 Depot Street

Belspring, VA 24058
Pastor Darrell Linkous

Service Times:
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study and 

Youth Group: 7 p.m.
Darrell Linkous: 353-0081

belspringbaptistchurch@gmail.com

Memorial Baptist Church
995 Peppers Ferry Road

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor: Michael S. Jones

Sunday
9:45 am - Sunday School

11:00 am - Worship
Wednesday

6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
(540) 980-4731

Email: dfarley3@verizon.net

Delton Church of God 
of Prophecy

4570 Boyd Road, Draper, VA 24324
Pastor Vickie Lee Viars

deltoncogop@gmail.com   (276) 620-3191
Sunday mornings - 11 AM to 12 PM

Sunday evenings-Facebook live services 
announced on Facebook 

Wednesday evenings- To be announced at 
later future time until COVID-19 ceases
Delton COGOP is following all COVID-19 

safety guidelines of social distancing, masks, 
cleaning, and disinfection.

Heritage Church
6195 Cleburne Boulevard, Dublin

Pastor Mike Pierce
Service Times: 

Wednesdays, 7 p.m.; 
Sundays, 10 a.m.
(540) 674-9220

Website: www.heritagechurch.net
Facebook.com/

HeritageChurchDublinVA

First Missionary Baptist Church
7318 Manns Drive 

Fairlawn, Virginia 24141-8524
(540) 639-5331

email: fmbc1872@verizon.net
Pastor: Rev. Richard A. Goodman, Sr.

Associate Minister:
Rev. Annette Cheek

Clerk: Mrs. Carlotta Lewis
Sundays: 

Morning Worship  11:00 a.m.
The Lord's Supper - Each First Sunday

Wednesdays: Prayer Meeting &       
Bible Study  6:30 p.m.

Draper’s Valley Presbyterian (PCA)
2755 Old Baltimore Road, 

Draper, VA 24324
 Interim Pastor: Rev. David Gilleran

Associate Pastor: Rev. Roland Mathews
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship Service 6:15 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Groups and Adult Prayer 

& Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
Phone - 540-994-9015

e-mail - drapers.valley@dvpca.org
website - www.dvpca.org

Sunday Morning Worship Live-Stream • 
10:30 a.m. (or anytime on YouTube)

Trinity Lutheran 
Church ELCA

2 Fifth Street, N.W., Pulaski
540-980-3624

The Rev. Terrie Sternberg
trinitypulaski @gmail.com

Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
(Sept. - May)

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
(June - Aug.)

Bible Study: Wednesday, 12:30
www.trinitypulaski.org

Trinity United Methodist
Pastor: Judy Yonce

Sunday Worship - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Study - Wednesday, 7 p.m.

528 5th Street, S.E.
Pulaski, Va.

Phone - 980-0820

Grace Ministries
Church of God of Prophecy

1021 Macgill Street
Pulaski, VA 24301

Church: 540-980-2118
Cell: 276-233-8083

Bus Ministry: 540-230-2485
www.pulaskigracemin.com

Email: pulaskigracemin@hotmail.com
Pastor Mike Williams
Children's Ministry

Aaron  & Becky Sampson 
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.
Children’s Church 10:30 a.m.

Children’s Free Breakfast 10:30 a.m.
Ages 5-12

Men’s & Women’s Ministry Wed. 6:30

Faith Bible Church
110 LaGrange Street, Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor: Jim Linkous
Associate Pastor: T.J. Cox

540-980-5433
www.facebook/faithbiblechurch

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.

Sunday Children’s Church: 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening: 6 p.m.

Wednesday Evening Bible Study: 7 p.m.
Children’s Meal: 6:30 p.m.

Children’s and Youth’s Group 
Classes: 7 p.m.

James 2, Verses 1-4.  “My 
brethren, have not the faith 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Lord of glory, with respect of 
persons. For if there come unto 
your assembly a man with a 
gold ring, in goodly apparel, 
and there come in also a poor 
man in vile raiment; And 
ye have respect to him that 
weareth the gay clothing and 
say unto him, Sit thou here in 
a good place; and say to the 
poor, Stand thou there, or sit 
here under my footstool: Are 
ye not partial in yourselves, 
and are become judges of evil 
thoughts?” 

 It is said that actions speak 
louder than words. Our Chris-
tian faith must be evident in our 
actions, if we ever hope to be 
the kind of loving Christians 
that God wants us to be. 

If we offend those who come 
to our services, they’ll leave 
unsaved and never come back. 
Not only that but they’ll spread 
the news of their being offended 
to all of their friends and fam-
ily members, and they won’t 
come either. 

Our treatment of others 
shows if we have the love of 
God residing in our hearts and 
lives or not. We can never win 
anyone to Christ if we don’t 
show them love. “Love con-
quers all. Love never fails.”

Christian faith needs to be 
put into action on a daily basis. 
If we look down our noses 
at those who are unsaved, or 
at those who are not like us, 
they’ll see it, and they’ll know 
our true character, and they’ll 
not want to be like us. We real-
ly need  to be good examples, 
to draw people to God, and not 
bad examples that will drive 
them away. 

There is no place for favorit-
ism in the Church. We all stand 
on level ground at Calvary. 
There should be no big I’s or 
little You’s in the Church. 

James here in Chapter 2, 
gives the example of a well-
dressed, rich man coming into 
a Church Service and being 
received with open arms; while 
a poor man comes into the 
same Church Service and is 
pushed aside to a much lessor 
place. The rich man is escorted 
to, and seated in a good place. 
But the poor man is told to 
stand to the side, or to sit on the 
floor. This is discrimination.  It 
is showing favoritism. And it’s 
sinfully wrong!

James tells us that IF a Chris-
tian Congregation should act   
in this manner, they are judges 
with evil thoughts. 

We need to consider the 
example of Jesus Christ, our 
blessed Lord and Savior. He 
ministered equally to the 
wealthy, the poor, the respected 
and the despised. No one who 
came to Jesus was ever treated 
with greater or lesser attention, 
because of their circumstances 
or status of life. 

I heard a story one time by a 
preacher, who was preaching on 
love, and it was about a poor, 
raggedy man with no shoes, 
and long tangled hair, coming 
into a Church Service that was 
already in process. 

He looked for a place to sit 
down. No one would move 
over and let the man sit beside 
of them in the pew. Finally the 
man set down in the aisle on 
the floor. 

Some chirped to those sitting 
around them, “Would you just 
look at that? The Ushers ought 
to come down and take ahold of 
that tramp and take him back 
out to the Street.” 

About that time, an aged 

We must 
not show
favoritism 
in church

See MCCRAW, page B7

Church Directory

Grace Episcopal Church
210 4th Street, Radford, 24141

639-3494
Service: 10:30AM Sundays

Email: office@graceradford.org
http://www.graceradford.org

Facebook: Grace Episcopal Church

Max Creek Baptist Church
3000 Old Route 100 Road, Draper, Va. 24324

www.maxcreek.org
www.facebook.com/maxcreekbaptist

Senior Pastor: Mike Coleman
Youth Minister: Charlie Prince

Sunday Services
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Morning Worship: 11 a.m.
Teen Social and Class: 5 p.m.

Evening Worship: 6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study & Classes:7 p.m.

Pulaski Church of God
1621 Bob White Boulevard

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor Donald Jones

540-980-8880
www.pulaskicog.church

Sunday Services
Sunday Life Groups: 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Wednesdays Midweek Connect: 7 p.m.

Randolph Avenue 
United Methodist Church

1607 Randolph Avenue
Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Elston McLain
Worship Service: 11 a.m.
Phone: (540) 980-8775

Pulaski Christian Church, Inc.
4531 Brookmont Road, Pulaski, VA 24301

www.pulaskichristianchurch.com/
Rev. Kathy Warden, Pastor,

(540) 250-2974
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m.
Worship 7 p.m.

Monday Bible Study
7 to 9 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study
7 p.m.

First Baptist Church
220 Magazine Street
Pulaski, VA  24301

540-980-3336
Email: firstbaptist220@gmail.com

Pastor: Rev, Douglas Patterson
Sunday School  10 a.m.

Sunday Worship  11 a.m.
Monday’s Child Youth Group, Monday 

Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study  6:30 p.m.

Dora Highway Baptist Church
321 Dora Highway
Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor: Harry Gunter
Worship Service: 11 a.m.
Phone: (540) 320-0738

Dublin Christian Church
5605 Dunlap Road

P.O. Box 1330
Dublin, VA 24084

(540) 674-8434
www.dublinchristianchurch.com

Richard R. Goad, Jr.
Senior Minister

Greg “Scooter” Breisch
Youth Minister

Sunday School 10 a.m.
Worship 11 a.m.

Sunday Evening Worship and 
Youth Meeting, 6 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study and Children’s 
Bible Classes, 7 p.m.

First Presbyterian Church
408 N. Jefferson Avenue, Pulaski

Interim Pastor: Rev. Graham Mitchell
(540) 980-2132

Email: firstprespulaskiva@gmail.com
Sunday Service: 11 a.m.

Snowville Christian Church 
(DOC - Disciples of Christ)

5436 Lead Mine Rd.
Hiwassee, VA 24347
Pastor:  Jerry King

Website:  
www.SnowvilleChristianChurch.com

(and Facebook)
Office: 540-633-3761

Email: 
office@SnowvilleChristianChurch.com

Sunday Worship Service:  11:00 a.m.
Sunday School:  10:00 a.m.

Thursday Bible Study:  6:00 p.m.
“Inspiring hope, helping people grow their 

faith, and sharing God’s love with others!”

Dublin United Methodist Church
P.O. Box 577

424 East Main Street
Dublin, VA 24084

Pastor:  Rev. Don Shelor
540.674.5128

email:  dublinumc@gmail.com
Sunday Worship Times:  9:00 & 11:00 am

Sunday School:  10:00 am

First Christian Church of Pulaski
524 N Jefferson Ave

Pulaski, VA 24301-4618
(540) 980-7144

www.firstchristianpulaski.org
Pastor: Timothy Moore

Men’s Sunday School:10 am
Worship: 11 am

New Hope Chapel
1555 Case Knife Road, Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor Darrell Gray
(276) 733-6080
Service Times

10 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Sunday Service
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Family Worship Center
First Pentecostal Holiness

955 Memorial Drive, Pulaski
540-980-7287

Jeff Willhoite, Pastor
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.
KidsZone 10:45 a.m.

Evening Worship 6 p.m.
www.fwcpulaski.church

Pulaski First Church of the Brethren
1749 Newbern Road
Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor Frank Peters
Sunday School: 9:45

Worship: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

980-3798

New Hope Church
3050 Lee Highway

Pulaski, VA 24301 (540) 980-5506
(Mon. - Fri., 9 a.m.-1 p.m.)
Pastor Randy Lawrence Jr.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Evenings 7 pm 

THRIVE Teen Class
Children’s  Special Activitiy Classes

Adults: Worship/Prayer Services

Usher walked down to where 
the young man was sitting. 
Somebody said, “well it’s about 
time.” But the old Usher took 
off his shoes and sat down in the 
aisle beside of the young man 
and put his arm around him. 
Welcoming him to the service. 
The young man was touched by 
this showing of Christian love 
and gave his heart to the Lord 
when the altar call was given.

My dad used to say, “You can 
catch more flies with honey than 
you can with vinegar.” I would 
say it a little differently about 
what we do as a Church. “You 
can win more souls to Christ 
with Love,  than with apathy, 
mockery  or indifference.”

One preacher said, our job as 
fishers of men is to catch them, 
and let God clean them up. 

James 2: Verses 5-7. “Hear-
ken, my beloved brethren, Hath 
not God chosen the poor of this 
world rich in faith, and heirs 
of the Kingdom which He hath 
promised to them that love 
Him? But ye hath despised the 
poor. Do not rich men oppress 
you, and draw you before the 
judgment seats? Do not they 
blaspheme that worthy name by 
which ye are called?”

Jesus proclaimed the good 
news of the gospel to the poor 
and infirmed. In Matthew 11:5 
it says, “The blind receive their 
sight, and the lame walk, the 
lepers are cleansed, and the 
deaf hear, the dead are raised 
up, and the poor have the gospel 
preached to them.”   

The poor readily received the 
gospel from Jesus, while the 
wealthy despised and rejected 
Him.  

These poor who received 
the gospel of Christ, had faith 
in Christ, and it put them in 
possession of spiritual blessings, 
and gave them a right to enter 
into the kingdom of God. These 
poor were despised of men, but 
were highly prized of God.

Continued from Page B6

McCraw

Only the divine Lord can tell us how we should live
From the writings of the Rev. 

Billy Graham

Q: I grew up an only child in 
a wealthy environment abroad. 
My parents indulged me in every 
way and left discipline to my au 
pair who wanted only to please 
my parents. I took advantage of 
my freedom and as I grew older, 
I worked the system, getting 
what I wanted when I wanted it. 
I am now a mother and spoiled 
and my marriage is in trouble. 
While I’ve seen the bad results 
of my raising and the damage 
it’s caused -- particularly in 

my relationships -- it’s hard to 
believe that I can really change 
from what’s ingrained in me. 
My sweet mother-in-law says it 
is possible through Jesus Christ. 
Really? - S.W.

A: History vividly illustrates 
what the Bible clearly affirms, 
“The heart is deceitful above all 
things, and desperately wicked; 
who can know it?” (Jeremiah 
17:9). Education and discipline 
can do no more than rub off the 
rough edges of human selfish-
ness -- but Christ alone, the 
divine Son of God, has power to 
change the human heart. And He 

does. Christ can take the most 
sin-laden, selfish, evil person and 
bring forgiveness and new life. 
The Bible says, “If anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creation; old 
things have passed away; behold, 
all things have become new” (2 
Corinthians 5:17). His power to 

change the human heart is further 
proof of His divine nature.

Yes, Jesus Christ is who He 
said He is: God Himself in hu-
man form. And that is a crucial 
truth that undergirds the reality 
of our salvation. Only the divine 
Savior could die as the perfect 
and complete sacrifice for our 
sins. Only the divine Lord can 
tell us how we should live. Only 
the risen and ascended Son of 
God is worthy of our worship 
and our obedience. When we 
confess Jesus Christ as our Lord 
and Savior, His Spirit comes to 
reside in us and transforms us.

Bible
Trivia

1. Is the book of Leviticus in 
the Old or New Testament or nei-
ther?

2. From Deuteronomy 10: 
What tribe of Israel had the re-
sponsibility for moving the Ark 
of the Covenant? Gad, Dan, 
Levi, Asher

3. Which Old Testament 
prophet married an adulterous 
woman named Gomer? Hosea, 
Joel, Amos, Obadiah

4. From John 11: How many 
days was Lazarus in the grave 
before being resurrected? 1, 2, 
3, 4

5. What city is associated with 
Joshua and the blowing of the 
trumpets? Jericho, Bethel, Beth-
lehem, Cana

6. Where did Elijah bring a 
widow’s son back to life? Smyr-
na, Corinth, Sardis, Zarephath

ANSWERS: 1) Old; 2) Levi; 
3) Hosea; 4) 4; 5) Jericho; 6) Za-
rephath

“Test Your Bible Knowl-
edge,” a book with 1,206 multi-
ple-choice questions by colum-
nist Wilson Casey, is available in 
stores and online.

Amazing Grace Ministries
4892 Veterans Hill Road

Pulaski, VA
Pastor Todd Garwood

(540) 250-3741
ttgarwood674@gmail.com

First Baptist Church
325 Randolph Avenue

Pulaski, Va.
Pastor: Dr. Henry Fiske

Phone: 980-6565
fbcpulaskiva@gmail.com
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.

Pathway to Heaven Worship Center
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 434

Dublin, VA 24084
Physical Address: 7889 Cleburne Blvd.

Dublin, VA 24084
Pastor Winfred Keene - Phone 540-239-8092

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship: 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship: 6 p.m.

Tuesday Evening Bible Study: 7 p.m.

THANK YOU!

To Our Advertising
Sponsors

St. Edwards Catholic Church
Corner of N. Washington Ave. and

7th Street N.W., Pulaski
Phone: 980-6511
Fax: 980-6511

Priest: Fr. Francis Boateng
Mass: 11 a.m. Sunday

Warriors for Christ II
Bishop Sherman Buckner

600 Skyline Circle
Pulaski, VA 
540-315-2317

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Worship: 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Thursday: 7 p.m. Service

Trinity Baptist Church
4008 Robinson Tract Road

Pulaski, VA 24301 
Telephone: 980-8186

Pastor Johnny Howlett
Sunday Worship - 10 a.m.

Sunday Bible Study - 6 p.m.
Wednesday - Adult Bible Study and Youth 

Group - 7 p.m.

Bob White Boulevard Baptist Church
3826 Bob White Boulevard

Pulaski, VA.
Pastor: Allen Harman

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Preaching: 11 a.m.

Sunday Evening: 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service: 7:30 p.m.

FUNDAMENTAL

First Dublin Presbyterian Church (ECO)
409 Church Street, Dublin, Va. 24084

P.O. Box 2027, Dublin, Va. 24084
first-dublin-presbyterian-church-eco.com 

Pastor: 
Mary Ann Armbrister

Sunday Worship: 10:45 a.m.

Aldersgate United Methodist
1946 Medallion Drive

Pulaski, VA 24301
(540) 980-1349

Pastor Jim Goddard
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.

Remember 
Your Loved 
One On A 

Special Day
With An

In Memoriam
Notice

In 
The Patriot

Call 
540-808-3949



CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING

Gets Results!
www.pcpatriot.com

540-808-3949 or

ads@pcpatriot.com
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Miss An Issue?
See it online at www.pcpatriot.com

Click on ‘View The Paper’
And Select the Date.

PLACE A CARD OF THANKS
Thank those who helped and supported you 

during your time of loss with a 

CARD OF THANKS
In The Patriot

540-808-3949 or ads@pcpatriot.com
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Call Us For Your 
Advertising Needs.

540-808-3949
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There’s a process 
here…and it works!

Dear Dave,
My husband and I have a 

beginner emergency fund set 
aside, and we’re working on 
paying off $30,000 in credit 
card debt and two cars in Baby 
Step 2. He would also like us to 
start putting money aside for a 
couple of trips and a few other 
things we have always wanted. 
This makes me nervous, because 
we have made so much prog-
ress over the last year in getting 
control of our finances, paying 
off debt and living on a budget. 
I understand wanting something 
to look forward to, but I would 
hate to see us slow down when 
we are doing so well. How do 
you feel about this?

Marie
Dear Marie,
Okay, so you have two car 

payments hanging over your 
heads, plus a bunch of credit 
card debt, and your husband 
wants to throw saving for toys 
and vacations into the mix? I’m 
sure he’s a good guy, and he has 
obviously been on-board with 
your financial overhaul so far, 
but I wouldn’t recommend doing 
this.

The reason people are suc-
cessful following my plan is 
because I teach common sense 
methods, wrapped up in unbri-
dled, scorched-earth intensity. 
There’s a process here. There’s 
an idea combined with passion. 
And when you plug into it full 
force, you’re going to move in a 
positive direction so quickly it’ll 
make your head spin. 

You know how I say personal 
finance is 80% behavior and 
only 20% head knowledge? It’s 
true. Behaviors have to change. 
The more dramatically they 

change, the better the results and 
the faster you progress. But if 
you don’t plug into it, you’ll fall 
back into the same old things.

It’s okay to save up for a trip 
or buy some fun stuff in the 
general philosophy of life. But 
getting out of debt, and having 
control of your finances should 
come first. Remember when you 
were a kid, and you had to finish 
your dinner or clean up your 
room before going out to play? 
That’s what I teach. Work first, 
play later.

Trust me. It’ll pay off in the 
long run!   

— Dave
  * Dave Ramsey is an eight-

time #1 national best-selling au-
thor, personal finance expert, and 
host of The Ramsey Show, heard 
by more than 18 million listeners 
each week. He has appeared on 
Good Morning America, CBS 
This Morning, Today Show, Fox 
News, CNN, Fox Business, and 
many more. Since 1992, Dave 
has helped people regain control 
of their money, build wealth 
and enhance their lives. He 
also serves as CEO for Ramsey 
Solutions.

PULSE
July 21
 
Radford Photo Club Meeting
Landscape Photography at the July 
21 meeting of the Radford Photo 
Club. The meeting is at 6 p.m. at the 
Radford Public Library. It will be 
followed by an outing to a nearby 
park to practice landscape photog-
raphy. The Radford Photo Club is 
made up of professional and ama-
teur photographers from through-
out the New River Valley. Meet-
ings, events, and outings are open 
to the public. Learn more about 
the club by searching for “Radford 
Photo Club” on Facebook.
 
Oct. 14

PHS Class of 1967 Reunion
The Pulaski High School Class of 
1967 will celebrate their 55th re-
union on October 14 through the 
16th 2022 Any Student’s graduat-
ing in 1967 or part of the class in 
the grades 8-11th are welcomed to 
attend the celebration weekend. A 
registration page may be reached 
by sending an Email to birdsof67@
gmail.com with your name identi-
fying your address . No obligation 
for attending but a great way to 
keep up with the class. Your ad-
dress will not be shared. Please 
respond ASAP. You may also join 
the FaceBook register of the class 
at “The birds of 67” to interact with 
our classmates. 

On going:

Alcohol Anonymous
Alcohol Anonymous meet Mon-
days at 8 p.m. (closed meeting); 
Wednesday (noon) and Thursday 
at 8 p.m. (open meetings) at Pulas-
ki Presbyterian Church of Ameri-
ca located at 975 Memorial Drive. 
Contact number is 540-440-0066. 
Note: At present time masks are 
required and social distancing ob-
served.

Radford Clothing Bank
The Radford Clothing Bank is open 
by appointment only. To qualify 
for free clothing, you must receive 
Medicaid or SNAP (Food Stamps). 
Call the Clothing Bank at 633-5050, 
Monday – Saturday, from 10 a.m. – 
12 a.m. to make an appointment. 
Hours for shopping are Thursday, 
Friday, Saturday, from 10 a.m. – 12 

a.m. and Thursday from 4 p.m. – 6 
p.m. The Clothing Bank is located 
at 2000 West St., Radford, Va. Do-
nations of clothing, shoes, purses, 
and linens are being accepted.

Pulaski Al-Anon Family Group 
Pulaski Al-Anon Family Group 
(a support group for friends and 
families of alcoholics) meet every 
Monday night at 8 p.m. at Pulaski 
Presbyterian Church of America lo-
cated at 975 Memorial Drive. Con-
tact number 540-818-0621. Note: 
At present time masks are required 
and social distancing is observed.
Hiwassee Fire Department Ladies 
Auxiliary in Need of Funds

Donations Needed

The Hiwassee Fire Department 
Ladies Auxiliary is in need of do-
nations for the mowing and upkeep 
of the Trail cemetery in Hiwassee. 
If you have a family member that is 
buried in this cemetery and would 
like to make a donation you may 
mail your contribution to Peggy 
Cregger PO Box 164, Hiwassee, 
VA 24347.

Lifestyles Changes
Our Lifestyles Changes group 
meets every Monday from 4-6 
p.m. at the Free Memorial Library 
on Giles Avenue in Dublin. For 
more information, call Bill at 813-
1605.

Celebrate Recovery
CELEBRATE RECOVERY is a 
Christ-centered 12-step program 
where people gain freedom, heal-
ing and accountability for life’s 
hurts, habits, and hang-ups. Group 
Meeting at 6:15pm every Thurs-
day at Valley Harvest Ministries, 
1 Harvest Place, Dublin.

Commerce Street Flea Market
The Commerce Street Flea Market 
in Pulaski will run every Saturday 
from May 7 to Sept. 24, except for 
those Saturdays when the Town of 
Pulaski is using the street for an-
other event.
Setup for vendors begins at 6:30 
a.m. and customers can attend 
from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. when the 
market closes.
Contact person for the market is 
Nick Glenn at 230-2794.

Ballard named to 
Board of Veterans 
Services

Delegate C. Todd Gilbert, the 
Speaker of the Virginia House of 
Delegates, has appointed two new  
members to serve on the Virgin-
ia Board of Veterans Services 
(BVS):

Newly appointed are:
• Delegate Jason S. Ballard of 

Pearisburg (12th District)
• Delegate Mike A. Cherry of 

Colonial Heights (66th District)
Delegate Ballard is a U.S. Army 

veteran and currently serves as 
a Lieutenant Colonel in the U.S. 
Army Reserves.  


