
Locally Owned And Operated

Distributed FREE On Fridays For 13 Years

Valley Sta昀케ng Inc.Valley Sta昀케ng Inc.
Wright Ave., Dublin, Va.Wright Ave., Dublin, Va.

540-674-3103 540-674-3103     
EEO  Apply Online www.valleysta昀케ngjobs.com  DRUG FREE

IMMEDIATE OPENINGSIMMEDIATE OPENINGS
for Truck Technicians & Paintersfor Truck Technicians & Painters

Jobs Available in Salem and

Dublin Areas

All Shifts Available - Pick Your Shift
Starting Pay From $15.00 to $19.50 Per Hour

Painters Must Have Experience & Own Paint Gun.
Truck Techs Must Be Mechanically Inclined, Have Some Tools. 

Welding, Hydraulics & Fabrication A PLUS!

Come In Today - Go To Work Tomorrow!
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Celebrating 141 
years of service, 
and family owned.

Traditional services 
with traditional 
values.

Accepting 
pre-arrangements 
from other
 funeral homes.

Financing for 
funerals available

415 N. Je昀昀erson Avenue • Pulaski, Va., 24301
S. Todd Bruce, Manager/Owner

540-980-1700

www.pcpatriot.comFebruary 3, 2023

WEEKEND WEATHER

Saturday Sunday
Partly sunny, with a high near 
52.

Sunday Night - Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 34.

Sunny, with a high near 40. Light 
southwest wind becoming south 
5 to 10 mph in the morning.

Saturday Night - Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 26.

Semper FiSemper Fi

Seamless Gutter,Seamless Gutter,
Painting & Staining Painting & Staining 

ContractorContractor

Decks • Porches • Flooring • Pressure WashingDecks • Porches • Flooring • Pressure Washing

Randal Mor r isRandal Mor r is
USMC VetUSMC Vet
Owner  OperatorOwner  Operator
Licensed & InsuredLicensed & Insured
540-250-2288540-250-2288

semper昀椀paintingstaining@gmail.comsemper昀椀paintingstaining@gmail.com

Fate of SWVA Governor’s 
School remains undecided
By WILLIAM PAINE
The Patriot

A November 3rd article pub-
lished in the Patriot revealed that 
Pulaski County Public Schools 
will no longer provide a location 
for the Southwest Virginia Gover-
nor’s School nor will PCPS serve 
as Fiscal Manager for the SWVA 
Gov School.

According to the PCPS ad-
ministration, the primary reason 
for divesting in the SWVA Gov-
ernor’s School was 昀椀nancial, as 
Superintendent Dr. Kevin Siers 
was unable to convince other 
school systems sending students 
to the school to help pay for a roof 
repair at the old Northwood Ele-
mentary School where the school 
is housed, costing $150,000. Siers 
also listed the time and e昀昀ort as-
sociated with acting as the SWVA 
Gov School Fiscal Agent, as a rea-
son to divest. 

Since then, both alumni and 
others associated with Gov 
School have voiced their concern 
about this course of action, which 
was done without any formal an-
nouncement and with no public 
discussion. 

Adam Farris, owner of Iron 
Heart Winery, graduated from 
the SWVA Gov School in 2003, 
when it was still located at Pulas-
ki County High School.

“I had a fantastic experience 
with the Southwest Virginia Gov-
ernor’s School,” said Farris. “I 
think that promoting accelerated 
education for our bright children 
is a priority … or should be a 
priority in the county. There’s an 
opportunity for Pulaski County to 
shine in that regard to say, ‘Look, 
not only are we paying for this, 
but we’re happy to pay for this.’”

The SWVA Governor’s School 
admits intellectually advanced 
students who attend high school 
in Pulaski, Montgomery, Wythe, 
Smythe, Floyd, Carroll and Giles 
Counties as well as Radford and 
Galax cities. Students attend the 

Gov School in the morning and 
then commute to their local high 
schools for afternoon classes. 
SWVA Gov School curriculum is 
weighted toward courses in Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering 
and Math (STEM). The cours-
es are highly advanced and the 
homework load is more than sub-
stantial, which re昀氀ects the com-
plexity of their studies.

According to Giles County 
Superintendent Terry Arbogast, 
who acts as the Superintendent- 
In- Charge at the Governor’s 
School, no decision has yet been 
reached as to where the SWVA 
Gov School campus will be in the 
fall of 2023.

“We’ve had conversations 
with all three … We met at RU, 

See SCHOOL, page A8

Pulaski Free Clinic accepting 
new patients with Medicaid
By MIKE WILLIAMS
The Patriot

There is good news for those 
with Medicaid in Pulaski Coun-
ty!

The Pulaski Free Clinic is 
now accepting new patients with 
Medicaid at its facility in down-
town Pulaski.

According to Linda Frank, Ex-
ecutive Director of the clinic, it 
took some 18 months for Pulaski 
Free Clinic to work through all 
the government requirements, 
paperwork and credentialling 
necessary to serve Medicaid pa-
tients.

For those individuals in Pulas-
ki County with Medicaid, the fact 

Pulaski Free Clinic will see them 
now is huge.

There are few physicians local-
ly who will see Medicaid patients, 
and often there is a long waiting 
list.

Now, Pulaski Free Clinic will 
see those with Medicaid – in ad-
dition to continuing to provide 
service to their free clinic patients 
who have no health coverage.

The Free Clinic provides the 

same services as any regular doc-
tor’s o昀케ce.

“The same services that we’ve 
always provided,” Frank stressed. 
“Which is essentially anything 
that’s going to happen in a nor-
mal private practice doctor’s of-
昀椀ce including lab tests, referrals, 
wound care – just everything that 
a normal doctor’s o昀케ce takes 
care of.”

See CLINIC, page A2
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62 E. Main Street, Pulaski • 980-5129
Monday-Tuesday, 8 a.m.-9 p.m.

Wednesday-Thursday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Friday, 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

PULASKI FAMILY 
DENTISTRY

Dr. Cindy Southern says,
“Be true to your teeth,

or they’ll be false to you!”

www.pulaski昀氀owers.com

Tele昀氀ora’s 

Law O昀케ce Of
Spencer A. Rygas, P.C.Spencer A. Rygas, P.C.

Serving Your Legal Needs

For A List Of Our Services 
Please Visit Rygaslaw.com

36 3rd Street, N.W.
Pulaski, VA 24301

540-980-1111

Valentine’s Day Valentine’s Day 
Is Tuesday, Feb. 14Is Tuesday, Feb. 14

Flowers ByFlowers By
Dreama DawnDreama Dawn

311 N. Washington Avenue
Pulaski, VA 24301

540-980-3021

Always Grateful To Be Your

Hometown Florist!

Save Money, Shop Local,
No Hidden Fees... 

Visit
www.pulaski昀氀owers.com

Let Someone Know You Love Them!Let Someone Know You Love Them!

Order Early For
Valentine’s Day!

Frank said the clinic, located 
at 25 4th Street, N.W. in Pulaski 
has the capacity to serve between 
500 and 600 patients.

She added the Free Clinic is in 
a unique position regarding con-
tinuity of care.

“What we can do that no oth-
er clinic or doctor’s o昀케ce can do 
is, say you’re working and have 
Medicaid. We’ll see you. Then 
you get a raise and no longer 
qualify for Medicaid. We’ll still 
see you and continue to keep you 
healthy,” Frank said.

“Pulaski is trying to revitalize 
itself and the health care of our 
citizens, I think, should be at 
the top” of the list of priorities, 
Frank continued, especially for 
those who are below a certain in-
come level.

“We’ve got a 38-year track 
record of people loving us and 
wanting to be here [as patients]. 
It’s a win-win for everybody.”

Frank says, looking into the 
future of the clinic, “the same 
way we’ve undertaken to 昀椀ll the 
gap in Pulaski right now with 
Medicaid, we also want to look 
at what are the other gaps?

“Obviously mental health, ob-
viously routine dental, maybe 
women’s health. We don’t know 
exactly yet what we are look-
ing forward to doing. But as we 
possibly can, we want to be the 
hub of healthcare in Pulaski. We 
want to 昀椀ll whatever gaps are re-
maining,” Frank said.

Continued from Page A1

Clinic She and Board President Jim 
Kelly noted the clinic – an inde-
pendent non-pro昀椀t organization 
– has enjoyed wonderful support 
from both the Town of Pulaski 
and Pulaski County, as well as 
from the Virginia General As-
sembly, a variety of foundations 
and from donors since it began in 
1984.

All of them, Frank said, are 
supportive of the clinic’s addition 
of service to those county resi-
dents with Medicaid.

About the 
Pulaski Free Clinic

It’s mission is “to provide qual-
ity healthcare to uninsured adults 
and those with Medicaid in Pulas-
ki County, Virginia.”

The Pulaski Free Clinic was 
founded in 1986 by community 
leaders who believed that every-
one has the right to health care.

Today, the clinic provides pri-
mary medical care to low-income 
adult residents of Pulaski County 
who do not receive health insur-
ance bene昀椀ts in the workplace, 
who cannot a昀昀ord private insur-
ance, as well as those covered by 
Medicaid.

 The Pulaski Free Clinic is a 
nonpro昀椀t 501c3 charitable orga-
nization.

The Pulaski Free Clinic 
Provides: 

 • Primary medical care (regu-
lar medical o昀케ce visits)

• Referral to specialists for ad-
ditional testing or treatment if 
needed

• Lab work and diagnostics 
• Diabetes management and ed-

ucation
• Medication Assistance Pro-

gram is available for eligible pa-
tients to receive needed medicine 
and supplies

 
How to become a patient at the 

Pulaski Free Clinic:
Ready to become a patient?
The Pulaski Free Clinic ac-

cepts anyone who has Medicaid. 
We will accept anyone for FREE 
medical services who:

 • Is a resident of Pulaski Coun-
ty, and

• Is over 18 and under 65 years 
old, and

• Is not insured and
• Is considered “Low-Income” 

as de昀椀ned by the state of Vir-
ginia, meaning that your entire 
household income falls at or be-
low 300% of the Federal Poverty 
Guideline.

You qualify for absolutely free 
medical visits if your total 

household income is:

$43,740 for 1 person (just one 
person living in the household)

 $59,160 for 2 people (including 
children) living in the household

 $74,580 for 3 people 
 $90,000 for 4 people 

How do you become a patient?
Call the clinic at (540) 980-0922 

to schedule an intake screening.
You will need to bring all of the 

following things to your intake 
appointment:

 • Identi昀椀cation card or driver’s 
license

• Proof of Pulaski County resi-
dency (water bill, letter from gov-
ernment agency, etc.)

• Proof of income for the entire 
household 

If you are unsure about this, 
please ask when you call us

• Last 30 days of pay stubs if 
employed

 (or)
• Income records if self-em-

ployed
• Most recent Federal income 

tax return if you or anyone in your 
home 昀椀led taxes last year

• Letter showing unemploy-
ment bene昀椀ts, disability bene昀椀ts 
and/or social security bene昀椀ts for 
everyone in your home

• Medicaid denial letter if you 
have received one (very import-
ant!)

Contact the clinic at 540-980-
0922.

UPDATE:
Sheri昀昀, 
prosecutor
give details
on incident

On Monday, Jan. 30 there was 
an incident in the 6000 block of 
Baptist Hollow Road involving 
two males.

One male is deceased and an-
other received care at the hospital 
for wounds sustained during the 
incident.

SEE PAGE B5 FOR MORE
DETAILS!

Lawmakers asked 
to amend spending 
to address education 
BY MADISON HIRNEISEN

(The Center Square) – Virgin-
ia lawmakers are being asked to 
amend their proposed spending 
plans to address an error with a 
state calculation tool, that will result 
in schools across the state receiving 
millions less in state aid than they 
initially expected. 

The Virginia Department of Edu-
cation con昀椀rmed this week a calcu-
lation tool estimating the amount of 
state funding each school division 
will receive had an error. The tool 
did not account for funding changes 
after the state cut the grocery sales 
tax on Jan. 1, according to Charles 
Pyle, director of communications 
for the Virginia Department of Ed-
ucation. 

This error, which the department 
discovered last week, overstated the 
amount of state aid school districts 
could expect to receive by roughly 
$201 million, as 昀椀rst reported by 
the Richmond Times-Dispatch. 
The Virginia Department of Edu-
cation expects to release an updated 
and corrected calculation tool next 
Thursday, Pyle told The Center 
Square. 

“School divisions have used the 
estimates for local decision mak-
ing, for local decisions about spend-
ing as we move through the current 
昀椀scal year,” Pyle said. “They’ve 
used these estimates in developing 
their local budgets for presentations 
to school boards for the upcoming 
昀椀scal year, so it’s certainly had an 
impact at the local level.”

“They based their budgeting on 
these 昀氀awed estimates,” Pyle later 
added. 

The error has provoked concern 
from lawmakers, particularly as the 
House and Senate are set to unveil 
proposed amendments to the state 
budget Sunday afternoon. Wednes-
day, Gov. Glenn Youngkin sent 
a letter to the chairs of the Senate 
Finance and House Appropriations 
committees asking them to include 
the “necessary resources” in their 
proposed budget amendments to 

address the error. 
“This situation is frustrating 

for us all and even more so that 
it came to light after I submitted 
my proposed budget,” Youngkin 
wrote in a letter obtained by The 
Center Square. “I am requesting 
that as you 昀椀nalize your budget 
amendments this week that you 
include the necessary resources to 
address this error.” 

Once the House and Senate 
introduce their proposed budget 
amendments, negotiators will 
meet to iron out modi昀椀cations to 
the budget, which will now likely 
include conversations about how 
to best address the state calculation 
error related to school funding. 

Gianni Snidle, a spokesperson 
for the Virginia Senate Democrat-
ic Caucus, told The Center Square 
Thursday “Democrats are going to 
ensure we 昀椀x this error caused by 
the Youngkin administration and 
ensure our public schools are fully 
funded.” 

Snidle said he expects lawmak-
ers to debate Youngkin’s proposed 
$1 billion in tax cuts alongside 
school funding. Republican law-
makers have pointed to the state’s 
$3.6 billion budget surplus as an 
indication Virginians are over-
taxed, while Democrats have said 
they don’t view it as a budget 
surplus since schools have been 
underfunded since the Great Re-
cession. 

As lawmakers meet to negoti-
ate budget modi昀椀cations, Snidle 
said he expects to “see a big bat-
tle between corporate tax cuts and 
fully funding our schools, teacher 
pay raises and cutting taxes for the 
wealthiest Virginians.” 

“That’s where I think the real 
battle is and where these funds [for 
schools] are going to come from at 
the end of the day,” Snidle said. 

Del. Barry Knight, chair of the 
House Appropriations Committee, 
testi昀椀ed on the 昀氀oor Wednesday 
that the amended budget intro-

See FUNDING, page A5
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CALL US FOR A FREE CATALOG

Feb 17 – 20      Daytona 300 X昀椀nity/ 500 Monster Cup Series    $1,190
Feb 24 – 26 Winter Wildlife Cruise/ Virginia Beach $605
Mar 10 – 12 Philadelphia Flower Show   $750
Mar 11  Highland Maple Festival  $90
Mar 18  Highland Maple Festival   $90
Mar 18  Asheville Outlets/ Spring Shopping  $85
Mar 18  “Ain’t To Proud” / Stephen Tanger Center $195
Mar 20  Bristol Casino     $50
Mar 20 – 26  Spring Training/ Florida   $1,965
Mar 25  Vintage Market Days/ Charlotte, NC $80
Apr 2 – 4  Wind Creek Casino/ Bethlehem , PA  $540
Apr 7 – 13  Charleston/ Savannah/ Jekyll Island  $2,430
Apr 7 – 8  “Moses”/ PA Dutch/ Lancaster, PA  $490
Apr 8               Biltmore House & Gardens / Festival of Flowers    $175
Apr 8   “Aladdin” / Belk Theatre / Charlotte, N.C $200
Apr 13 – 29 Great Southwest California    $4,045
Apr 14 – 16  Washington, D.C/ Cherry Blossom Festival $640
Apr 15  “Hamilton” / Altria Theatre/ Richmond, VA $255
Apr 17  Bristol Casino/ Bristol, VA   $50 
Apr 22  Biltmore House & Gardens / Festival of Flowers    $175
Apr 23- 26 VA Military Tattoo/ Mermaid Bash  $1,315
Apr 24 – May 3 Texas “Lone Star State”  $2,435
May 6  Billy Graham Library/ Stowe Bontanical Gardens    $90
May 6 – 16 Tennessee Music Pathways   $4,840
May 9 – 12 Tulip Festival/ Holland, MI   $940
May 10 Andy Gri昀케th “Mayberry” Mt. Airy , NC                   $85
May 10 – 13 Creation Museum / Ark Encounter  $865
May 11 – 13 “Moses” / Lancaster, PA / PA Dutch  $735
May 12 – 14 New York Springtime    $1,200
May 13 North Carolina Zoo/ Asheboro, NC  $90
May 15            Bristol Casino/ Bristol, VA  $50
May 20 – 21 Tangier Island     $470
May 21 – 26 Oklahoma Oil/ Osage Nation/ Pawhuska, OK      $1,405
May 26 – 28 Nashville/ Music City USA         $1,005
May 27 Mitchie Tavern / Swannanoa Mansion                       $95
Jun 4 – 7 Resorts Casino & Hotel / Atlantic City, NJ          $765
Jun 5 – 8 I Love Lucy/ Pennsylvania Grand Canyon  $1,165
Jun 6 – 10 Two Stadiums/ Philadelphia/ Baltimore $1,480
Jun 9 – 11 Washington D.C / Mount Vernon  $625
Jun 9 – 19 Nova Scotia/ Atlantic Provinces  of Canada $2,650
Jun 15 – 20 White Mountians/ Purple Moose  $1,825
Jun 15 – 21 Mackinac Island / Michigan   $2,030
Jun 18 – 24 Best of the Ozarks/ Branson/ Eureka Springs       $1,690
Jun 18 – 24  Niagara Falls/ Montreal/ Toronto/ Quebec  $1,755
Jun 19   Bristol Casino/ Bristol, VA   $50
Jun 25- July 13 Hitching a Ride on Route 66  $4,905
Jun 26 – 29 Gilded Age of New York   $2,035
Jun 29 – July 2 Grandkids of Country Music/ Clarksville, TN     $1,105
July 1 – 8 Summer in New England/ Martha’s Vineyard      $1,990
July 1 – 10 Hawaii Honolulu/ Waikiki / Aloha  $5,050
July 2 – 6 Niagara Falls USA / Erie Canal  $1,470
July 2 – 16 Canyonlands / Scenic Tour   $3,655
July 2 – 30 Alaska/ Canada’s Yukon/ Motorcoach  $7,700
July 7 – 10 Atlanta Motor Speedway   $1,020
July 10 – 26 Yellowstone T.V Series Tour   $6,425
July 16 – 19  Wind Creek/ Bethlehem/ New York City $900
July 17 – 20 Red Neckin’ Toe Tappin/ Pigeon Forge,  TN $1,490
July  21 -  23 Nashville/ Music City USA    $1,005
July 24  Bristol Casino/ Bristol, VA   $50
July 24 – 27 New York Baseball/ Yankees vs. Mets $1,160
Aug 1 – 20 San Fransisco/ California / Paci昀椀c NW  $5,050
Aug 3 – 5 “Moses” / Lancaster, PA / PA Dutch  $735
Aug 5 – 6 Tangier Island                           $470 
Aug 8 – 12       Wind Creek/ Encore / Maryland Live Casino      $1,015
Aug 13 – 17 Elvis      $1,375
Aug 13 – 16  Resorts Casino & Hotel/ Atlantic City, NJ $765
Aug 13 – 24  America’s Northwest Land/ Fly  $4,895
Aug 16 – 18  Choo Choo Ch’ Boogie / Rocky Gap Resort $965
Aug 19 – 20 Great Smoky Mountains Railway  $575
Aug 21  Bristol Casino/ Bristol, VA                          $50

Aug 24 -26 Strasburg Railroad/ Red Caboose Hotel           $985
Aug 26             Mitchie Tavern/ Swannonoa Mansion                         $95
Aug 27 – Sep 6 West Coast Baseball         $4,750
Sept 2  North Carolina Zoo/ Asheboro, NC              $90
Sept 3 – 5 Wind Creek Casino/ Bethlehem, PA            $540
Sept 6 – 9 Creation Museum/ Ark Encounter           $865
Sept 7 – 10 Myrtle Beach, SC          $1,070
Sept 8 -10 Washington , D.C / Mount Vernon           $625
Sept 8 – 13 Las Vegas & Grand Canyon Fly / Land       $2,805
Sept 9 -16 Trains of New England         $2,905
Sept 10 – 16 Best of Ozarks/ Branson/ Eurerka Springs       $1,690
Sept 11 – 23 Nova Scotia / New England in the Fall $3,065
Sept 14 – 16  “Moses” / Lancaster, PA / PA Dutch  $735
Sept 15 – 16 Gandy Dancer/ Tygart Flyer   $480
Sept 16 – 22 New England in the Fall   $1,685
Sept 16 -  27 America’s Southwest Land / Fly  $4,350
Sept 18 Bristol Casino/ Bristol, VA   $50
Sept 19 – 23 Vermont in The Fall/ Stowe昀氀ake Lodge $1,910
Sept 19 – 25 Mystery Tour…    $1,830
Sept 23 Andy Gri昀케th’s “Mayberry Days” $85
Sept 23 – 24 Washington Nationals Baseball  $585
Sept 29 – Oct 1 Neptune Festival/ Virginia Beach, VA          $685
Oct 1 – 5 Niagara Falls / Toronto   $1,365
Oct 2 – 8 New England in the Fall   $1,685
Oct 3 – 6  Rockin’ the Boardwalk/ Virginia Beach, VA $1,190
Oct 5  Cass Railroad / Cass, WV   $195
Oct 6 – 7  “Moses” / PA Dutch/ Lancaster , PA  $490
Oct 6 – 8 Nashville/ Music City USA   $1,005
Oct 7  Billy Graham Library / Stowe Botanical Gardens     $90
Oct 7  Bushy Mountain Harvest Festival  $75
Oct 9  Cass Railroad / Cass, WV   $195
Oct 10 – 14 Haunted Halloween/ Boston & Salem $1,370
Oct 11 – 17 Pioneer Women/ Magnolia Market  $1,930
Oct 14  New River Gorge Bridge Day/ Fayetteville, WV    $100
Oct 14  Carolina Balloon Festival / Statesville, NC            $85
Oct 17 – 20 Oktoberfest in Helen, GA   $1,290
Oct 23  Bristol Casino/ Bristol, VA   $50
Nov 3 – 5 Sunshine Tours/ Family Reunion  $900
Nov 9   Southern Christmas Show/ Charlotte, NC  $90
Nov 9 – 12 Biltmore House / Smoky Mountain Christmas     $1,435
Nov 10  Southern Christmas Show/ Charlotte, NC                  $90
Nov 11  Southern Christmas Show/ Charlotte, NC            $90
Nov 11  Concord Mills / Bass Pro Shop/ Charlotte, NC          $85
Nov 12 – 18 Florida Keys/ Sunset Celebration  $3,235
Nov 13  Bristol Casino / Bristol , VA  $50
Nov 22 – 25 Macy’s Thanksgiving Parade/ New York $1,580
Nov 26 – 29 Wind Creek/ Bethelehem/ New York  $90
Nov 29 – Dec 4      Currier & Ives  Christmas/ Burlington, VT   $1,910
Dec 1 – 3 Christmas at Myrtle Beach   $660
Dec 1 – 3  Radio City Christmas / New York  $1,365
Dec 1 – 3 Christmas Opryland Hotel    $1,215
Dec 2  Christmastown USA / McAdenville , NC $75
Dec 2   Premium Outlets / Charlotte, NC             $85
Dec 2  Grove Park/ Gingerbread House  $165
Dec 3 -7 Bavarian Holidays / Frankenmuth  $1,090
Dec 4 – 8 Christmas Mystery Adventure   $1,345
Dec 5  Tanglewood Park/ Christmas Lights  $85
Dec 5 – 7 Blue Christmas at Graceland    $1,460
Dec 6 – 10 Boston’s Gingerbread Christmas  $1,295
Dec 7 – 8 “Miracles of Christmas” / Lancaster, PA $490
Dec 8 – 10 Radio City Christmas/ New York  $1,365
Dec 8 – 10 Christmas Opryland Hotel   $1,215
Dec 9  Biltmore House & Gardens Christmas $230
Dec 10 – 16 Joyeux Noel/ Louisiana    $1,870
Dec 16  Biltmore House & Gardens Christmas $230
Dec 26 – 31     Christmas Disneyworld/ Universal Sea World     $1,900
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CECIL FRANKLIN 
KEITH, SR. 

Cecil Franklin Keith, Sr., age 
86 of Dublin passed away Sat-
urday, January 28, 2023. Born 
December 31, 1936 in Floyd, Vir-
ginia he was the son of the late 
James H. Keith & Lila Mae Wil-
son Keith.  He was also preceded 
in death by his wife, Patsy Stone 
Keith, daughter Susie Mae Cook, 
stepsons, Daniel M. Lee, John T. 
Pross, brothers and sisters, Rus-
sell T. Keith, James H. Keith, 
Jr., Ronnie Keith, Coy A. Keith, 
Fred Quinton Keith, Dorothy L. 
Bowles, Susie Mae Keith, Mary 
Sue Terry.

Cecil was retired from the 
United States Navy, having 
served 22 years for his country.

He is survived by his 
Children
Robin L. Gri昀케n – Dublin
Janice L. Dalton – Dublin
Patty A. Barnes – Dublin
Cecil F. Keith, Jr. – Dublin
 Stepchildren
Vera F. (Steven) Groves – 

Chesapeake, VA
Paul P. Pross – Beckley, WV
Many grandchildren, great 

grandchildren, step grandchil-
dren and step great grandchildren

Funeral services will be held 
2:00 PM – Friday, February 
3, 2023 at the Bower Funer-
al Home-Chapel, Pulaski with 
Chaplain Bobby Ward o昀케ciat-
ing. Interment will follow at the 
Southwest Virginia Veterans 
Cemetery, Dublin.

The family will receive friends 
one hour before service time Fri-
day at the funeral home.

To sign Cecil’s online guest-
book, visit www.bowerfuneral-
home.com

Bower Funeral Homes, Pulaski 
is handling the arrangements for 
the family.

HELEN O’DELL 
TOLLI VER

Helen O’Dell Tolliver, age 85 
of Shiloh, Virginia was peace-
fully carried home to Heaven 
in the arms of Jesus on January 
28, 2023. Helen was born April 
17, 1937 in Hiwassee, Virginia 
and is preceded in death by her 
father and mother, Edgar & Lula 
O’Dell; brothers Oren O’Dell 
and Hubert O’Dell; sisters Alma 
Hall, Ruth Foutz, Norma Myers 
and Sylvia Tiller; a great grand-
daughter Liyah Nicole.

 She leaves behind her loving 
husband of 66 years, Garland R. 
Tolliver and her three daughters 
and sons-in-law, Robin and Bill 
Hurst of Shiloh,  Laverne Webb 
of Dublin, Valerie and Chuck 
Hayes of Radford.

Also surviving are her grand-
children, who she loved so proud-
ly, Stephanie Webb Cressell of 
Dublin, Bryan and Ashlee Hayes 
of Radford, Kimberly and Sam 
Chrisley of Pulaski, Kevin and 
Mary Hayes of Manor, TX. Great 
Grandchildren Emily Hayes of 
TX, Conner Cressell of Dublin; 
sister Hazel and Duane Kesling 
of Pulaski and many nieces and 
nephews.

 Helen was baptized July 21, 
1962 into the full fellowship 
of the Bethel Primitive Baptist 
Church in Hiwassee. Sister Helen 
was a devoted member and will 
be sadly missed. We shall meet 
again some sweet day.

 Funeral services were held 
Wednesday, February 1, 2023 at 
the Bower Funeral Home-Chap-
el, Pulaski with Elder Ronald 
Bowman o昀케ciating. She was laid 
to rest at the Page-Dishon Family 
Cemetery, Snowville. 

 Flowers will be appreciated, 
or donations may be made to the 
Page-Dishon Cemetery c/o Belva 
Dalton, 3780 Lead Mine Road, 
Hiwassee, Virginia 24347.

 To sign Helen’s online guest-
book, visit www.bowerfuneral-
home.com

Bower Funeral Homes, Pulaski 
is handling the arrangements for 
the family.

JAMIE LYNN FR AZIER 
Jamie Lynn Frazier, 25, has 

gained her wings and is now 昀氀y-
ing high with her daddy, granny, 
and pawpaw.

Jamie was a beautiful young 
lady who was talented as an artist 
and enjoyed living life with those 
that she loved dearly.  Jamie was 
a talented tattoo artist and had a 
special love for dogs.

Preceding her in death is her 
father Donald Lee Frazier, mater-
nal grandparents, Fannie & James 
Atkinson and paternal grandfa-
ther, Bud Frazier.

Left to cherish her memories 
will be her young daughter, Aza-
leigha Rose Wright (known as 
Zellie), her mother, Donna Kaye 
Frazier. Sister, Christina Shipman 
(Philip) of Virginia Beach and a 
brother, Brian Agee of Radford.  
Jamie also had an adorable neph-
ew, Duncan Shipman of Virginia 
Beach.

She is also survived by a pater-
nal grandmother, Gayle Frazier of 
Dublin. Aunts and Uncles, Debbie 
Atkinson of Radford, and Chris & 
Crystal Barker of Stuarts Draft.  
Best friends, Taylor Graham of 
Pulaski, and Tiea Montgomery of 
Parrott.

A celebration of Jamie’s life 
will be held on Sunday, February 
5, 2023, in the chapel of Norris 
Stevens Funeral home located at 
815 Randolph Avenue in Pulaski.  
Services will begin at 3:00 o昀케ci-
ated by Je昀昀 Martin. The family 
will receive friends one hour prior 
to the service.

The family is being cared for 
by the sta昀昀 of Norris Funeral Ser-
vices, Pulaski Chapel.

Online condolences may be 
sent by visiting www.stevensfu-
neralhomepulaski.com

Floral gifts may be sent by vis-
iting www.pulaski昀氀owers.com

REBECCA LYNN 
COLBIRD 

Rebecca Lynn Colbird, 37 of Pu-
laski, suddenly passed away on Jan 
16, 2023. She was born in Radford 
on February 13, 1984.

Rebecca was preceeded in death 
by her mother, Minnie Darlene 
Jones and her father Eugene Weeks.

She is survived by her children, 
Elijah Stephen Kolbyrn Parker 
(Rachel) of Pulaski VA, Darius 
Conner, Daidrean Conner, Isaiah 
Conner and Gabriel (Gabe) Con-
ner of Pulaski Va. A brother Phil-
lip Colbird of Pulaski. Sisters are 
Melissa Colbird Manns (Bradly) of 
Pulaski. Violet Hill (Tommy Cain) 
of Pulaski. Nephews Devin Colbird 
and Payton Hayes of Pulaski. Niec-
es are Nyasha Hill, Zaley Manns 
and Layla Manns of Pulaski. A 
very special cousin Rachel Talbert 
of Pulaski.

Rebecca had a heart of gold, 
and smile so infectious. When she 
loved, she loved very hard, and 
loved her children and family whole 
heartedly. The weight of the world 
was heavy, but she believed in the 
Lord.  As  she gained her wings in 
heaven, she will be forever missed 
here on earth.

Memorial services were held 
on Thursday, February 2, 2023 at 
Seagle Funeral Home, with Pastor 
Charlie Barbettini o昀케ciating. 

In lieu of 昀氀owers the family 
asks that donations be made to 
the funeral home for Rebecca’s 昀椀-
nal expenses.  Online condolences 
may be sent to the family by visit-
ing www.seaglefuneralhome.com  
Arrangements by Seagle Funeral 
Home, Pulaski. 540-980-1700

MAR IA LUISE FLYNN 
Maria Luise Flynn, 74, passed 

away on Saturday, January 21, 
2023. She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Martin and Frida 
Ryssell; husband, Muriel Carlile 
Flynn; and sister, Astrid O’Con-
nor.

Survivors include her son, 
Antoine Flynn (Erin Powell) 
and Chris Flynn; grandchildren, 
Rachel Flynn Shanklin (Derek), 
Raven Snidow, Helena Flynn and 
Mahogany Flynn; best friend, 
Vera Carter; nephews, Mark and 
Evan O’Connor; and many other 
relatives and friends.

Maria will be interred with her 
husband in the Southwest Virgin-
ia Veterans Cemetery in Dublin.

A private service for close 
friends and family will be held 
on Saturday, February 4, 2023, at 
3:30 p.m. at her place of business.

The Flynn family is in the care 
of Mullins Funeral Home & Cre-
matory in Radford. www.mull-
insfuneralhome.com.

MARSHA BER NICE 
DAVIS 

Marsha Bernice Davis, most 
knew her by Bernie, age 50 passed 
away Thursday-January 19, 2023 
at ORMC Hospital in Orlando, 
Florida. She was born on April 
22, 1972 in Washington, D.C. to 
the late Martha S. Chrisley and 
Cli昀昀ord H. Davis.

She is Survived by her Daugh-
ter, Hunter Ditoto; Fiancé, Jon 
Ditoto; four Sisters: Maria Ann 
Quesenberry (Mickey), Linda 
Gay Crowder, Brenda Lee Cox 
(Mandy), and Ella Mae Bevil 
(Jody); Brother Jack Davis along 
with Many deeply loved nieces, 
nephews and cousins.

Bernie was a kind women 
known by many as “Momma, 
Aunt Bernie and Dookie”

The services for Bernie were 
held at Norris-Stevens Funeral 
Home on Tuesday, January 31st 
with Rev. Dale Akers and Rev. 
Charles Peak o昀케ciating. Burial 
followed at Oakwood Cemetery.
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LINDA JANE DAVIS 
FRENCH 

Linda Jane Davis French, age 
76 of Pulaski passed away Satur-
day, January 28, 2023 at her home. 
Born May 27, 1946 in Pulaski she 
was the daughter of the late Estel 
Victor Davis & Arcy Davis. She 
was also preceded in death by her 
husband, William “Bill” Dairol 
French, brother, Daniel Davis and 
sister, Zelda Davis Cox.

She is survived by her
Partner – Steve Chandler – Pu-

laski
Funeral services were held 

Thursday, February 2, 2023 at the 
Bower Funeral Home-Chapel, Pu-
laski with Pastor Mary Morris and 
Pastor Andrew Dean o昀케ciating. 
Interment followed at the High-
land Memory Gardens, Dublin.

To sign Linda’s online guest-
book, visit www.bowerfuneral-
home.com

Bower Funeral Homes, Pulaski 
is handling the arrangements for 
the family.
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www.stevensfuneralhomepulaski.com
Owned by the Norris Family

Norris - Stevens Funeral HomeNorris - Stevens Funeral Home

Why Pay More For Less?
Our Prices Can Save You Up To $1,000 

On A Traditional Funeral Service.
Pre-Planning Options Available

T.A.’s ProduceT.A.’s Produce
Happy Healthy New Year !Happy Healthy New Year !

Star t this year with T.A.’s fresh Vine Star t this year with T.A.’s fresh Vine 
Ripe Red & Heir loom Tomatoes, apples, Ripe Red & Heir loom Tomatoes, apples, 

citrus, N.Y. cabbage, turnips, pickling citrus, N.Y. cabbage, turnips, pickling 
cucumbers and more fresh veggies.cucumbers and more fresh veggies.

We also have dr ied beans and sidemeat, We also have dr ied beans and sidemeat, 
honey and other canned food.honey and other canned food.

Open Monday  - Saturday 9 a.m.-6 p.m.Open Monday  - Saturday 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
Unless inclement weather.Unless inclement weather.

We appreciate your business!We appreciate your business!

540-674-4233540-674-4233
Route 11 - DublinRoute 11 - Dublin

FRED HENSLEY ROOPE 
Fred Hensley Roope, age 94 of 

Pulaski, died Thursday evening, 
January 26, 2023 at Lewis Gale 
Hospital – Pulaski.  Fred was born 
in Salem, Virginia on March 17, 
1928, and was the son of the late 
Bertie Hamblin Roope and the 
late John Campbell Roope.  He 
was a long-time auto mechanic at 
the former Pulaski Motor Compa-
ny, and at the Pulaski County Bus 
Shop.

In addition to his parents, he was 
preceded by brothers, James Dar-
nell Roope, Ralph E. Roope, Emo-
ry Roope, Guy Roope, Roy Roope, 
Carl Roope, and Ray Roope.  He is 
survived by his lovely wife of 67 
years, Edith Virgie Banes Roope.  
Three sons:  Clarence (Susan) 
Daniel Roope of Garden Grove, 
CA, Wade (Melissa) Hensley 
Roope of Pulaski, and Paul (Bon-
nie) Anthony Roope of Christians-
burg:  his daughter; Shelby Jean 
Roope of Pulaski:  Fred is proudly 
the grandfather of nine grandchil-
dren, and the great-grandfather of 
six great-grandchildren.

Graveside funeral service was 
held Tuesday, January 31, 2023 at 
Goshen Cemetery on Spur Branch 
Road in Bland County, with Pastor 
Frank Peters o昀케ciating.  Flowers 
are appreciated, but those who 
wish, may make memorials to the 
Goshen Cemetery Association of 
Walkers Little Creek Fund 1490 
Spur Branch Road Dublin, Va. 
24084.

Online condolences may be sent 
to the family by visiting www.
seaglefuneralhome.com  Arrange-
ments by Seagle Funeral Home, 
Pulaski.  540-980-1700

KAREN HAZEL MONICA 
FOWLER WILSON 

Karen Hazel Monica Fowler 
Wilson, 71, of Pulaski, passed 
away on Thursday, January 26, 
2023. She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Frank Vernon and 
Katherine Vargo Fowler; hus-
band, Edwards Arnold Wilson; 
daughter, Carhi Huges; brothers, 
Rick Fowler, Raymond Fowl-
er, William Fowler, and Russell 
Fowler; and her sister, Christine 
Williams.

Survivors include her daugh-
ters, Dana Guynn and Roni 
Trull; grandchildren, Ashley and 
Lee Alley, John Hughes, Ryan 
Melton, Kelsey Currin, and 
Autumn Melton; sister, Peggy 
O’Neil; cousin, Frank Kluges; 
and many other family members 
and friends.

Per her request, no services will 
be held at this time.

The Wilson family is in the care 
of Mullins Funeral Home & Cre-
matory in Radford. www.mullins-
funeralhome.com

BAR BAR A HILTON 
LAYMAN, 
1942-2023

Barbara Hilton “Tinky” Lay-
man, 80, of Pulaski, Va., passed 
away at Commonwealth Senior 
Living in Fairlawn, Va. on the 
morning of January 31, 2023. 
Tinky was born in Beckley, 
West Virginia on November 30, 
1942 to the late James and Wil-
ma Shanklin Hilton. She lived in 
Beckley to the age of nine, when 
her family moved to Pulaski. She 
graduated from Pulaski High 
School in 1960 and from Radford 
College in 1964. After college, 
Tinky married local attorney T. 
Rodman “Rod” Layman in De-
cember 1964 and was married to 
him for nearly 54 years until his 
passing in 2018. She taught En-
glish and Science at Dublin High 
School until the birth of the cou-
ple’s 昀椀rst son in 1968. Tinky and 
Rod moved to Richmond, Va. in 
1970 when Rod was appointed to 
the Virginia Alcoholic Beverage 
Control Commission and later to 
the Governor’s Cabinet. While 
in Richmond, Tinky was active 
in the Bon Air Christian Church, 
the Virginia Republican Party, 
the Jaycettes, and a variety of oth-
er civic organizations. She gave 
birth to the Layman’s second son 
in 1974.

After the Laymans returned to 
Pulaski in 1982, Tinky pursued 
a Master’s degree in education 
at Radford University, which she 
earned in 1984. With her Master’s 
degree in hand, Tinky returned to 
teaching at Pulaski County High 
School, where she taught Science 
(primarily Biology) from 1984 
to 2005, serving as Science De-
partment chair for several years 
over that time. Tinky retired from 
teaching in 2005 with 25 years 
of service in the Pulaski County 
public schools.

Tinky led an active retirement, 
serving in and leading a vari-
ety of church, civic, and politi-
cal groups. She was chair of the 
Kitchen Committee of First Unit-
ed Methodist Church in Pulaski. 
She served as president of the 
Pulaski County Retired Teachers 
Association as well as the Pulas-
ki County chapter of Delta Kappa 
Gamma, an international society 
of women educators. Tinky also 
served as the secretary of the Pu-
laski County Republican Party.

Tinky was a voracious reader 
and collector of any and all things 
related to penguins. She would al-
ways claim to dislike sports, but 
could be found at nearly every 
PCHS football game (especial-

ly when her son Matt was on the 
team) and most home football and 
basketball games at Virginia Tech 
with her diehard-Hokie husband 
Rod.

In addition to her parents, Tin-
ky was preceded in death by her 
husband Rod and her brothers 
Roger and Robert Hilton. She is 
survived by her two sons Geo昀昀 
and Matt Layman, her two daugh-
ters-in-law Amy and Heather 
Layman, her grandson Chris Lay-
man, and her four granddaughters 
Caroline, Grace, Kate, and Shan-
non Layman.

The family will greet friends at 
Seagle Funeral Home in Pulaski 
on Friday, February 3, 2023 from 
5:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m.  Memori-
al services for Tinky will be held 
at First United Methodist Church 
in Pulaski on Saturday, February 
4, 2023 at 3:00 p.m. She will be 
laid to rest alongside her husband 
Rod at the Virginia Tech Colum-
barium in Blacksburg. In lieu of 
昀氀owers, memorial donations may 
be made to the Pulaski County 
Public Schools Education Foun-
dation, 202 North Washington 
Avenue, Pulaski, VA 24301 or to 
First United Methodist Church 
Pulaski at 135 4th St. NW, Pulaski 
VA 24301.

Online condolences may be 
sent to the family by visiting 
www.seaglefuneralhome.com  
Arrangements by Seagle Funeral 
Home, Pulaski.  540-980-1700

OPHELIA BELK SMITH 
Ophelia Belk Smith, of Dublin, 

went home to be with her Lord 
and Savior on the morning of 
Monday, January 30, 2023, at the 
age of 102. She was born on July 
19, 1920, in Union County, NC.

She was preceded in death by 
her parents, Samuel and Winnie 
Starnes Belk; two sisters and 昀椀ve 
brothers; her husband, Durward 
B. (Dusty) Smith; and her son, 
Douglas Howard Smith.

She is survived by her son, 
Durward Alvin Smith (Jane) of 
Radford; and daughter-in-law, 
Rhonda Q. Smith of Dublin. She 
is also survived by four grandchil-
dren, Dawn S. Edson (Steve) of 
Colville, WA; Molly S. Entrekin 
(Kevin) of Radford; Christopher 
G. Smith (Toni) of Dublin; Adee-
na S. Spencer (Brian) of Dublin, 
as well as ten great-grandchil-
dren. 

She also leaves behind her car-
ing and loving friends at Dublin 
United Methodist Church. 

A private graveside service 
will be held at Highland Memory 
Gardens in Dublin, on February 
3, with Pastor Don Shelor o昀케ci-
ating.

Norris Stevens Funeral Ser-
vices, Pulaski Chapel will oversee 
the arrangements.

duced by Youngkin may o昀昀set the 
calculation error. The governor’s 
amendments include an addition-
al $204.6 million in sales tax for 
education in 昀椀scal year 2023 and 
$175.3 million in 昀椀scal year 2024, 
according to Knight. 

Knight also noted “all monthly 
payments issued since the 昀椀scal 
year began last July have been ac-
curate,” adding “no overpayments 
occurred, nor has any school divi-
sion expressed concern that they 
were receiving too little money.” 

“No school division will have to 
reduce expenditures in the current 
昀椀scal year,” Knight said Wednes-
day. “Let me repeat, there will be 
no cuts this year.” 

Pyle, told The Center Square the 
calculation error has “caused a lot 
of consternation and discomfort,” 
particularly among rural school 
divisions who more heavily rely 
on state aid. The shortfalls range 
based on size of the school district, 
amounting to nearly $18 million in 
Fairfax County to $2.6 million in 
Hanover County.. 

Pyle said the department is 
“committed” to publishing a cor-
rected tool next week for schools 
to utilize that will account for the 
hold harmless payments related to 
the suspension of the state’s gro-
cery tax. 

Continued from Page A2

Funding

Veterans needed 
to serve on 
military 
honor guard
The Southwest Virginia Vet-

erans Cemetery is seeking mili-
tary veterans to serve on a Honor 
Guard team providing ceremo-
nial ri昀氀e shots at veterans cem-
etery.

If you are a veteran of any 
military service branch and 
have received an honorable dis-
charge, you can join this honor 
guard team and help provided 
this important military salute to 
our deceased brothers and sisters 
who served in the United States 
military

This is a volunteer position 
and there are no renumerations 
given to team members.  All uni-
forms and equipment for serving 
on the team will be provided at 
no cost.

Information concerning this 
position can be obtained by 
contacting Mr. Emil Moldovan 
at (540) 674-0684 or email at 
emilmol@gmail.com.

Start young 
for tasting 
experiences
Andrea K.  Wann, MPH
Virginia Cooperative 
Extension 

The 昀椀rst three years of a child’s 
life will shape and pave the foun-
dation for many di昀昀erent life be-
haviors.  Those 昀椀rst three years 
determines a child’s attachment 
style, emotional intelligence, food 
preferences and interest in literacy 
and learning.  

These factors also can come 
full circle to either positively or 
negatively impact our health over 
a lifetime.  According to research, 
children who have early exposures 
to fruits, vegetables, whole grains 
and varying proteins (i.e. beef, 
chicken, nut, beans, tuna) tend to 
choose and follow healthier eating 
patterns throughout adulthood.  

Typically, complementary 
foods are introduced around six 
months of age, and this is a prime 
time to introduce nutrient-dense 
foods including leafy greens, 
sweet potatoes, avocados, banan-
as, pureed and cooked lean meats, 
mashed beans, and many more! 
These nutrient-dense foods are 
not only loaded with vitamins and 
minerals, supporting brain devel-
opment and physical development; 
but they also help set up a path for 
taste buds early in life.  Babies and 
toddlers who are regularly given 
fruits and vegetables are positively 
in昀氀uencing their taste bud prefer-
ences, therefore leading to more 
adventurous eaters in childhood 
and beyond. 

 Some great pieces of advice 
that have come from parents and 
nutrition experts combined in-
clude the following: 

 First, never force a food, only 
encourage – this establishes a 
child’s trust with the parents and 
takes the fear out of trying new 
foods.  Encourage new foods but 
never force.  

Second, always try to have a 
fruit or vegetable on the plate at 
each meal time.  Even if they don’t 
eat it, it becomes a familiar food 
over time by just being on the 
plate; and familiar foods feel less 
scary to our little ones.  Third, 
use fun, descriptive words to talk 
about the foods at meal or snack 
time such as “crunchy carrots”, 
“pillowy potatoes”, “cheery cher-
ries” and so on.  

Lastly, remember that toddlers, 
children and even adolescents are 
watching how adults view certain 
foods.  
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While most of the public and media 
attention the past two years has been 
focused on high prices and in昀氀ation, these 
issues take second place over the public’s 
top concern, which is big government, 
according to a new Gallup poll. Concern 
over the uncontrolled southern border is in 
third position.

Gallup reports “the government ranks as 
the top problem for both Republicans and 
Republican-leaning independents (24 per-
cent) and Democrats and Democrat-lean-
ing independents (18 percent).” That last 
昀椀gure may come as a surprise to some as 
Democrats are often regarded, at least by 
Republicans, as the party of government.

We have heard much of this before. 
People claim to hate big government, its 
intrusiveness, the entire tax system, over-
regulation of businesses and further loss of 
con昀椀dence in it by many following the dis-
plays of ineptitude during the COVID-19 
pandemic. There are more reasons to dis-
like big government, but these are some of 
the most prominent ones.

Some Democrats often reply to state-
ments about people who claim to dislike 
big government by saying “You may 
say you hate it, but when you need it, it’s 
there.” It’s a clever rejoinder, but it misses 
the point. Government is no longer limited, 
as the Founders intended. It is everywhere, 
including and increasingly in decisions we 
used to make for ourselves. If you are old 
enough to remember drinking out of gar-
den hoses and riding bikes without helmets 
you know what I mean.

Cutting even the rate of spending in-
creases, much less reducing actual spend-
ing, gets you slammed as uncaring about 
children and the poor. That has been a 
fraud perpetrated by some politicians to 
help preserve their careers in government, 
something else the Founders never intend-
ed.

One suggestion for reducing the size and 
rising cost of government comes from An-
drew Biggs, a senior fellow at the Amer-
ican Enterprise Institute. Writing in the 
Wall Street Journal, Biggs says this about 
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Social Security, the largest federal spend-
ing program after Medicare: “Social Se-
curity is expensive because it’s more than 
a safety net. The average new retiree in 
2021 received an annual bene昀椀t of near-
ly $21,000, 1.5 times the poverty thresh-
old without counting their own savings.” 
The bene昀椀t will keep rising to $59,234 by 
2050. People with the highest incomes 
receive a monthly check, which is ridic-
ulous. One no longer needs to be retired, 
as once was the case, to receive a govern-
ment check.

Biggs writes that capping Social Se-
curity based on a person’s savings and 
income would help reduce the national 
debt, though comprehensive reform is 
most needed.

The real problem is that too many 
Americans have come to rely on the gov-
ernment for what it was never created to 
do and less on themselves. Part of this is 
an outgrowth of the “entitlement mental-
ity” that has turned government from a 
last resort to a 昀椀rst resource.

No modern president better addressed 
the dangers to personal and economic 
freedom than Ronald Reagan, who was 
part of a generation that endured the Great 
Depression and World War II. Some of 
his most famous quips were: “We who 
live in free market societies believe that 
growth, prosperity and ultimately human 
ful昀椀llment, are created from the bottom 
up, not the government down.” And 
“Government does not solve problems; it 
subsidizes them.” And “I hope we once 
again have reminded people that man 
is not free unless government is limit-
ed. There’s a clear cause and e昀昀ect here 
that is as neat and predictable as a law of 
physics: As government expands, liberty 
contracts.”

That last one is the main point and it 
is largely ignored by those who wish to 
keep on growing government, even as our 
liberties shrink.

Readers may email Cal Thomas at 
tcaeditors@tribpub.com. Look for Cal 
Thomas’ latest book “America’s Expira-
tion Date: The Fall of Empires and Su-
perpowers and the Future of the United 
States” (HarperCollins/Zondervan).

The Trump-
Biden 
embrace

See LOWRY, page A7

America may not want a 
Trump-Biden rematch, but 
Donald Trump and Joe Biden 
sure do.

A CNN poll late last year 
showed that 6 in 10 Republicans 
and Republican-leaning inde-
pendents want a di昀昀erent GOP 
nominee in 2024, and a roughly 
similar proportion of Democrats 
hope for a nominee other than 
Biden. 

Not that either man is inclined 
to pay any attention. 

Trump wants revenge against 
a president who humiliated 
him in 2020 and who, with an 
approval rating in the mid-40s, 
would seem ripe for the picking. 

Biden wants to run against a 
persistently unpopular, contro-
versy-plagued former president 
whom he beat once before and 
used to great e昀昀ect as a foil in 
the 2022 midterms. 

Trump’s best argument is that 
his policies were better than 
Biden’s. 

Biden’s best argument is that 
he’s not Trump. 

It’s the weirdest, and most 
dispiriting, symbiotic relation-
ship in politics. It’s the career 
politician soaked in conven-
tional politics versus the upstart 
developer with zero respect for 
rules. The establishmentarian 
versus the populist. Boring 
versus erratic. And ... unpopular 
versus unpopular, as well as, 
now that you mention it, old 
versus old. 

If Biden stepped aside, Trump 
might feel a little less driven to 
run, whereas if Trump declined 
to run, Democrats would have 
to be much more nervous about 
how Biden would match up 
against a younger, less toxic 
opponent. 

As it is, the weakness of each 
is a motivator and prop for the 
other. 

Just consider: It’s probably a 
good rule of thumb not to run 
a presidential candidate who’s 
under federal investigation for 
mishandling classi昀椀ed docu-
ments. But does that rule hold 
when your candidate could 
well be running against another 
candidate also under federal 
investigation for mishandling 
classi昀椀ed documents?

Such are the imponderables 
that a potential Biden-Trump 
rematch presents. Both can point 
at the other and try to argue, 
in e昀昀ect, “Hey, your special 
counsel investigation is much 
worse than my special counsel 
investigation.”

Trump tucked into this debate 
in his characteristic fashion. In 
a Truth Social post, he mocked 
Biden for having classi昀椀ed 
documents “on the damp 昀氀oor” 
of his “昀氀imsy, unlocked, and 
unsecured” garage, whereas 
Mar-a-Lago is “a highly secured 
facility.” (Of course, Biden 
famously insisted that his garage 
was locked -- he has a classic 
Corvette to protect, after all).

Biden’s team and allies have 
made the opposite case that, in 
contrast to Trump, his mistakes 
were inadvertent and immedi-
ately reported to authorities. 
Regardless of the merits, there’s 
no doubt that Biden’s possession 
of classi昀椀ed documents materi-
ally assists Trump in his case; it 
might save him from indictment.

By the same token, Trump’s 

Misplaced faith in big 
government

Richmond Matters
The modern saying, “what happens in 

Vegas stays in Vegas,” does not always 
apply.  In other words, what happens in 
Richmond doesn’t stay in Richmond, but 
rather a昀昀ects us all in substantial ways 
here in Pulaski County and throughout the 
Commonwealth.  

As our General Assembly closely 
approaches Crossover (February 7th), 
the important work being done by our 
legislators is potentially very impactful to 
all Virginians.  

We recently traveled to the Capitol 
where we were able to spend time with 
our state representatives and several mem-
bers of Governor Youngkin’s cabinet.  

Senator Travis Hackworth joined the 
Pulaski County delegation of local elected 
and appointed o昀케cials, business leaders, 
non-pro昀椀t partners and county executives 
in meeting with the Secretary of Labor, 
The Honorable Bryan Slater, to discuss an 
array of the State’s workforce challenges 

and opportunities.  
We spent productive time with our 

two State Delegates, Delegate Jason 
Ballard and Delegate Je昀昀 Campbell, 
discussing many important legislative 
matters and the long-term needs of 
Pulaski County, our citizens and our 
business community.  

The Secretary of Commerce and 

See SWEET, page A7

Committees: 
Schi昀昀, Swalwell 
and Gri昀케th

The 118th Congress is underway, and committee as-
signments for the term are just about 昀椀nalized. A process 
that is usually pretty routine, committee assignments have 
gotten some attention over the past couple of years and 
especially in the past few days. For some, it’s as it was 
before. For others, not so straightforward. 

While I’m thrilled to share the welcome news of retain-
ing my committee and subcommittee memberships and 
receiving additional responsibilities for this Congress, not 
everyone received such good news. 

Some members, like Adam Schi昀昀 and Eric Swalwell, 
saw their committee responsibilities diminished. 

S p e a k e r 
Kevin McCa-
rthy decided 
that he would 
remove the two 
members from 
the House Per-
manent Select 
Committee on 
Intelligence, or 

“Intel” Committee, for the 118th Congress.
Speaker McCarthy spoke with reporters recently ex-

plaining his decision to remove Schi昀昀, the former Chair-
man of the Intel Committee, after Schi昀昀 falsely claimed 
for years that he had proof of Russia colluding with for-
mer President Trump. “What Adam Schi昀昀 did was use 
his power as the Chairman and lie to the American pub-
lic, even the Inspector General said it… when we had a 
laptop, he used it before an election to play politics and 
said that it was false. He said it was the Russians when he 
knew di昀昀erently. He knew the intel.” 

McCarthy also spoke with reporters about his decision 
to remove Swalwell, who engaged in a relationship with 
a Chinese spy, one that gave the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation (FBI) pause. “The FBI was concerned about 
putting a member of Congress on the Intel Committee 
that has the right to see things others don’t because of his 
knowledge and relationship with a Chinese spy,” McCa-
rthy said. Saying further, “Swalwell can’t get a security 
clearance in the private sector. I’m not going to give him a 
government security clearance.”

The Intel Committee provides oversight of the United 
States Intelligence Community, a critical component of 
our country’s national security. Members on the Commit-
tee are given access to very sensitive, classi昀椀ed informa-
tion that other Members of Congress don’t have access to.

Both Schi昀昀 and Swalwell’s situations are concerning. 
When it comes to the national security of our nation, there 
is no playing politics. 

Unlike, Nancy Pelosi’s decision to break precedent by 
rejecting the proposed slate of Republicans for the Janu-
ary 6 “Select Committee” and hand-picking Republicans 
that would not disagree with her position, McCarthy’s 
decision to not seat Schi昀昀 or Swalwell was not political. 

Americans must and should have con昀椀dence that all 
Members of the Intel Committee can pass the high scru-
tiny needed to be privy to the most classi昀椀ed, sensitive 
information in the nation.

In my opinion, our nation is now safer because of 
Speaker McCarthy’s decision to remove them from the 
Committee.

Meanwhile, I was again chosen to serve on the House 
Energy and Commerce Committee, which I have served 
on since 昀椀rst joining Congress. 

This term, I have been asked to chair Energy and Com-
merce’s Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations. It 
is an exciting opportunity because I will be leading e昀昀orts 
to conduct crucial oversight of federal agencies that fall 
within the Committee’s jurisdiction while ensuring that 
Congressional intent is followed. This Subcommittee has 
the authority to place witnesses under oath and when nec-
essary, exercises its subpoena power.

As a senior member of the Subcommittee on Energy, I 
will continue to promote an all-of-the-above energy pol-
icy. During the last two years, we’ve seen the e昀昀ects of a 
lopsided approach to energy and now leaders in Wash-
ington must alleviate the current high costs of energy and 
food through an all-of-the-above approach that prioritiz-
es both our abundant national resources and American’s 
pocketbooks.

While serving as a member of the Subcommittee on 
Health, I will focus on improving health care for Virgin-
ians. Republican Members will continue to promote tele-
health, combat our opioid and mental health crises, and 
work to lower overall health care costs while increasing 
access to care.

In addition to Energy and Commerce, I was one of six 
Republican members to be appointed to the Committee 
on House Administration by Speaker McCarthy. 

 The House Administration Committee plays a unique 
role here in Congress due to its dual focus. Part of our 
job will be focused on Capitol Hill, overseeing the daily 
operations of the House of Representatives and Capitol 
security, including lapses in security on Jan. 6, 2021. 

Another job of this Committee is providing oversight of 
federal elections.

While not well known, the House Administration 
Committee has a large and signi昀椀cant portfolio.

If you have questions, concerns, or comments, feel free 
to contact my o昀케ce. You can call 540-381-5671.



possession of classi昀椀ed docu-
ments materially assists Biden 
in his case; the discovery of the 
documents in Biden’s various 
unsecure locations may be a 
昀椀asco, but not one as drawn out 
and legally fraught as the Mar-a-
Lago drama.

It’s a little like both parties 
running candidates in the 1972 
campaign who had authorized 
break-ins, or in a 1980 campaign 
who had presided over dou-
ble-digit in昀氀ation. 

Now, it’s entirely possible 
that the second season of Trump 
versus Biden never makes it to 
production. Despite all signs 
indicating that he wants to run 
again, Biden might pull up short 
because he doesn’t feel up for it. 
For his part, Trump has a signif-
icant chance of winning the Re-
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Trade, The Honorable Caren 
Merrick, spent quality time meet-
ing with our business leaders and 
county o昀케cials in a productive 
problem-solving and strategic 
opportunity session.  

The Board of Supervisors, 
County Executives and I at-
tended a variety of functions to 
include the Virginia Association 
of Counties (VACo) legislative 
brie昀椀ngs and Rural Caucus.  We 
also toured the General Assembly 
Buildings and met with several 

Continued from Page A6
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Lowery

publican nomination, yet it isn’t a 
gimme, and it shouldn’t help him 
that Biden and the Democrats 
so obviously want to run against 
him, just as they wanted to run 
against so many of his acolytes 
last November. 

If the prospect of returning to 
2020 is unappealing, look on the 
bright side: We never really left. 

Trump has never let us forget 
that he lost to Biden (although he 
prefers to refer to it as getting the 
election stolen from him), while 
Biden has never let us forget that 
Trump is waiting in the wings. 

Despite their enmity, both 
men want and need each other 
politically, whether that’s what 
the country is interested in or 
deserves, or not.

Rich Lowry is editor of the 
National Review.

state agencies. 
 And it would not be a success-

ful trip to Richmond if we didn’t 
meet with our good friend and 
Commissioner of the Virginia 
Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services (VDACS), the 
Honorable Joseph Guthrie.  

Although it is true that the most 
important and impactful govern-
ment-to-citizen interaction is with 
your local government(s), it still 
remains very important that we 
help carry the concerns, needs and 

opportunities of Pulaski County to 
Richmond.  

It is incumbent upon our local 
o昀케cials to support our legislators 
who are working hard to advance 
health, safety, opportunity and 
quality of life for all of us who call 
Pulaski County home.  

I want to sincerely thank the 
Members of the Board of Supervi-
sors, Senator Hackworth, Delegate 
Ballard and Delegate Campbell, 
for their commitment, service 
and leadership in representing the 
citizens of Pulaski County.

Pulaski County is…Well Rep-
resented.

Holy CowHoly Cow 1801 Wysor Road 
(Rt. 100 South)

Exit 89A From I-81
Draper, VA.  24324

540-250-1775

Garden Decor & Pots,
Greenery & Home,

Bird Baths, Houses & Feeders
Antique, Vintage & New!

Open Fri. & Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sundays 1-5 p.m.Open Fri. & Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sundays 1-5 p.m.

Antiques, Gardens and 

Great Finds
Belle

Happy Happy 
NewNew
Year!Year!

American education founded on Christian principles
A short time ago, a Fulbright 

scholar was asked by his Har-
vard Professor Clay Chris-
tian about what surprised him 
during his studies in America.  
The student commented about 
the in昀氀uence of Christianity on 
American society and stated, “If 
you take away religion, you can-
not hire enough police.”

Recently when we turn on the 
national or local news, we hear 
about increasing crime – much 
of it violent – and wonder if this 
is the result of the dwindling in-
昀氀uence of the Christian religion 
on our education system.

In the early years of our Re-
public, children learned to read 
and write at home using scrip-
tures and wisdom from the Bi-
ble.  As communities increased 
in size, schools were established 
to ensure that the next genera-
tion would be able to read, write 
and understand the laws of the 
land.

Textbooks were based on 
Biblical verses and themes.  Al-
phabets used rhymes to help the 
children learn their A to Z’s.  
Verses such as “In Adam’s fall 
we sinned all; and Zacheus he 
Did climb the Tree His Lord to 
see” pointed the reader to Bible 
truths.  

Other texts presented pas-
sages such as in The Dutiful 
Child’s Promises:  “I will fear 
GOD and honour the KING.  I 
will honour my Father & Moth-
er.  I will Obey my Superiours.  I 
will Submit to my Elders.  I will 
Love my Friends.  I will hate 
no Man.  I will forgive my ene-
mies and pray to God for them.  
I will as much as in me keep all 
GOD’s Holy Commandments.”

The Puritan religion taught 
that it was necessary to be in a 
covenant relationship with God 
and with the people in their 
communities; and the children 
learned these foundational prin-
ciples at home and in school.

The oldest existing school 

One Nation
Under God

By Danielle Reid

in the U.S. is the Boston Latin 
School, established in 1635 as a 
public grammar school and open 
to all boys regardless of social 
class.  Although it wasn’t spon-
sored by a speci昀椀c church, it was 
founded by Puritan Christians 
and tax-supported by the town of 
Boston, beginning public educa-
tion.  Students from this school 
were expected to go on to col-
leges like Harvard (founded in 
1636 by Puritans).

“Establishment of the Boston 
Latin School was due in great 
measure to the in昀氀uence of the 
Puritan Reverend John Cotton, 
who sought to create in the New 
World a school like the Free 
Grammar School of Boston, En-
gland, in which Latin and Greek 
were taught.” 

Puritan leader Philemon Por-
mort was designated as the 昀椀rst 
Headmaster of the Boston Latin 

School and held the classes in his 
home.

An entry in the historic doc-
uments of Boston read, “On the 
13th of the second month, 1635...
At a Generall meeting upon pub-
lique notice...it was...generally 
agreed upon that our brother Phi-
lemon Pormort shall be intreated 
to become scholemaster for the 
teaching and nourtering of chil-
dren with us. — Town Records”

Another in昀氀uential Head Mas-
ter was the celebrated Puritan 
Ezekiel Cheever who was invited 
to become Head Master on De-
cember 29, 1670. It is said that 

“He was a strict disciplinarian 
but was loved by the several gen-
erations of young men whom he 
taught, and he made the Boston 
Latin School into a highly re-
garded classical academy.” 

Cheever was well known 
throughout the colonies, for he 
had written the famous Acci-
dence, which was the accepted 
Latin grammar.  (Accidence is 
the changes in the forms of words 
to express such grammatical 
meanings as case, number, and 
tense).  He also was known for 
three essays: Scripture Prophe-
cies Explained. In Three Short 
Essays. I. On the Restitution of 
all Things. II. On St. John’s First 
Resurrection. III. On the Person-
al Coming of Jesus Christ. 

  
With the knowledge that Amer-

ica’s public grammer schools and 
many colleges were founded by 
dedicated Christians, don’t you 

wonder what would America be 
like today if public education 
had continued to be established 
on Biblical principles?  

Instead of teaching woke 
culture, hatred for our country, 
disdain for authority 昀椀gures, 
and attitudes of entitlement, 
wouldn’t we be a stronger more 
uni昀椀ed nation if we taught those 
primary Biblical principles such 
as “Love your neighbor as your-
self,” and “Do not steal, or kill, 
or destroy other peoples’ prop-
erty, reputation or lives”?

America did just 昀椀ne when 
we honored God, and placed 
Him in the foundation of our 
educational system.  Our 昀椀rst 
university, Harvard, had this as 
their mission statement in 1642:  
“Everyone shall consider as the 
main end of his life and studies, 
to know God and Jesus Christ, 
which is eternal life.”

Virginia Senate panel defeats abortion bans
By Madison Hirneisen

(The Center Square) – A panel 
of Virginia Senate lawmakers vot-
ed down Republican-backed bills 
seeking to enact bans on abortion 
in the commonwealth last Thurs-
day, including a 15-week ban 
backed by Gov. Glenn Youngkin. 

The Senate Education and 
Health Committee voted to defeat 
a bill making it unlawful for phy-
sicians to perform an abortion af-
ter 15 weeks of pregnancy unless 
the life of the mother is at risk, or 
the pregnancy is as a result of rape 
or incest.

The committee also voted down 
a bill banning abortion unless the 
life of the mother is at risk, or if 
the gestational age of the unborn 
child is 20 weeks or less, and the 
cause of pregnancy is rape or in-
cest with an “o昀케cial police re-
port” 昀椀led. 

Another bill defeated by the 

committee would have limited 
abortions to the second trimes-
ter and sought to abolish lawful 
abortion during the third trimes-
ter, unless the life of the mother 
is at risk. Under existing Virgin-
ia law, the state allows abortion 
through the second trimester, and 
only allows third trimester abor-
tions when three physicians agree 
a continuation of the pregnancy 
is likely to result in the death of 
the pregnant individual or “sub-
stantially and irremediably” harm 
their mental health. 

Republican lawmakers and 
Youngkin voiced support for 
restrictions on abortions after 
15-weeks with certain exceptions, 
contending the bill would cut o昀昀 
abortion at the point “when a 
baby can feel pain.” According to 
the American College of Obste-
tricians and Gynecologists, “sci-
ence conclusively establishes that 
a human fetus does not have the 

capacity to experience pain until 
after at least 24–25 weeks.” 

Democrats in the General As-
sembly have vowed repeatedly to 
block attempts to restrict abortion 
in the commonwealth. A win in a 
special election earlier this month 
昀氀ipped a Virginia Beach state 
Senate seat, bolstering the Demo-
cratic majority in the Senate. 

“Despite Gov. Youngkin and 
his allies’ relentless e昀昀orts to 
undermine our health and rights, 

today we rea昀케rmed that there 
is no place for abortion bans in 
Virginia,” Jamie Lockhart, ex-
ecutive director of Planned Par-
enthood Virginia, said in a state-
ment. “All three of the dangerous 
anti-abortion proposals before 
this committee represented grave 
threats to Virginians’ health and 
rights, and we are thrilled to now 
celebrate their defeat.” 

See ABORTION, page A9
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Wytheville Community College 
and New River Community Col-
lege and we invited board mem-
bers and superintendents to these 
sites to see what classrooms and 
labs look like.”

Though not widely known, 
the decision to evict the SWVA 
Gov School from Northwood El-
ementary School building came 
several months ago, well before 
securing a new location for the 
Gov school.

Bill Hickam, who served on 
the SWVA Gov School Founda-
tion board, only learned about 
PCPS divesting from the SWVA 
Governor’s School through his 
contacts at Radford University, 
where he taught chemistry for 35 
years. 

“The plan was to use the 
Chemistry Department at RU as 
part of the Governor’s School for 
the other counties,” said Hick-
am, who lives within sight of the 
Northwood Elementary School 
building. “When I talked to peo-
ple about putting it in Radford, 
the people involved with it have 
no idea what they’re talking 
about. They said they haven’t 
told us beans so what are we sup-
posed to do about scheduling?”

Years ago, Hickam and oth-
ers suggested the SWVA Gov 
School be moved to Northwood 
Elementary School, which had 
fallen into disuse due to consol-
idation. In 2006, the SWVA Gov 
School moved from PCHS to 
Northwood. Bill and Lydia Hick-
am’s daughter, Georgie, attended 
the SWVA Gov School.

“It is a jewel for Pulaski and 
why they’re just throwing this 
away, I have no idea,” said Lydia.

“What makes me so unhappy 
about this is they’ve done this in 
secret. We went over to talk to 

Continued from Page A1

School

SWVA Governor’s School photo
The SW VA Governor’s School is housed in the former Northwood Elementary School building in Pulaski.

the (Gov School) teachers about it 
and it was a surprise to them as 
well.”

According to Rebecca Phillips, 
SWVA Gov. School Director, she 
received noti昀椀cation on Oct. 4 
2022, that the building must be 
vacated by June 30, 2023.

It was Lydia Hickam who 昀椀rst 
called Mike Williams of The Pa-
tr iot to notify him of the move, 
as no o昀케cial announcement had 
been made, nor has any o昀케cial 
announcement come since.

The PCPS divestment from the 
SWVA Governor’s School came 
as a surprise to county o昀케cials as 
well.

“Neither the County Board of 
Supervisors nor the County Ad-
ministrator were advised or con-
sulted about the decision,” said 
County Administrator Jonathan 
Sweet. “We were just as sur-
prised to hear of the decision as 
the general public and although 

we have absolutely nothing to do 
with those types of school board 
decisions, the general public has 
reached out to administration and 
the Board of Supervisors sharing 
their concern and frustration. We 
were able to tout that we were the 
Governor’s School for the region. 
It was a symbol of pride and ex-
cellence and it was part of our 
marketing to showcase Pulaski 
County.”

No member of the Pulaski 
County School Board has replied 
to emails inquiring about the fu-
ture of the SWVA Governor’s 
school with Superintendent Siers 
referring all inquiries to the newly 
formed Public Relations Depart-
ment, headed by David Gravely.

When asked if making neces-
sary repairs to the Gov School 
building constitute an excessive 
昀椀nancial burden on the 昀椀nances 
of PCPS, the Public Relations De-
partment simply replied, “yes.” 

Pulaski County Public Schools 
uses money from various sourc-
es for ‘Capital Improvements,’ 
which include building repairs. 
PCPS recently received $16 mil-
lion in COVID relief money from 
the Federal Government, 80% of 
which went to capital improve-
ments. 

In addition, a recently enact-
ed tobacco tax puts upwards of 
$600,000 in PCPS co昀昀ers for cap-
ital improvements each year. Mil-
lions of Federal dollars have been 
used to repair school buildings 
throughout the county but none 
of this money was allocated to 昀椀x 
the roof at Northwood Elementa-
ry School.

In the meantime, the school 
board has decided to spend 
$30,000 to create a Health Clin-
ic within the high school. Addi-
tionally, Pulaski County Public 
Schools is currently building a 
$1.6 million maintenance facility 
on the PCHS campus.

Gravely also mentioned that 
less than 10 students from Pulas-
ki County High School currently 
attend SWVA Governor’s School, 

adding that “interest in the Gov-
ernor’s school has been declining 
for years and not just in Pulaski 
County.”

Each locality that participates 
in the SWVA Gov School pro-
gram chooses how many students 
to send. In recent years Pulas-
ki County High School has sent 
fewer and fewer students, where-
as Giles County High School, 
which has about half the number 
of students as PCHS, sends 20 
students to Gov School annually 
… and more would like to attend. 
In 2017-2018 school year, Pulaski 
County sent 27 students to SWVA 
Gov. School. According to Phil-
lips, nine PCHS students attended 
last year and only seven currently 
are enrolled.

Pulaski Town Councilman Ty-
ler Clontz graduated from the 
SWVA Governor’s School in 
2008.

“I’m pretty sure Pulaski Coun-
ty was capped at 25 but more kids 
had applied for it,” said Clontz. “I 
just read that there are only 9 Pu-
laski County kids in Gov School 
and that’s crazy.”

“The response shouldn’t be 
‘there’s only 9,’ the response 
should be that the students capa-
ble of attending know about it and 
are attending,” said Adam Farris. 
“When I was in school, the Gov-
ernor’s School was on the Pulaski 
County High School campus and 
every seat that was allotted was 
always full and they were coming 
to the high school and promoting 
the Governor’s School and solic-
iting applications. Kids were put 
on long waiting lists to get into 
Governor’s school. There’s been 
a number of high school parents 
that contacted me and said they 
didn’t even know there was a 
Governor’s School. It seems like 
the recruiting process is a little bit 
broken.”

As mentioned, the new location 
of the Southwest Virginia Gover-
nor’s School has yet to be deter-
mined. Early on, Radford Uni-
versity seemed to be the favored 
location but SWVA Gov School 
board members from southwest-
ern localities objected because 
Gov School at RU would result in 
longer commute times.

Another possibility involves 
splitting the SWVA Governor’s 
School into two campuses. In 
this scenario Gov School students 
would take classes at both NRCC 
and Wytheville Community Col-
lege. This arrangement may in-
clude a virtual learning element 
for Gov School students.

Wythe County’s wishes are 

not to be discounted, as Wythe 
County sends more students 
to Governor’s School than any 
other locality. Giles sends the 
second most with Montgomery 
County a close third. The South-
west Virginia Governor’s School 
Board will decide on what form 
the Gov School will take at their 
next meeting on Wednesday, 
February 15. 

As such, which courses and 
teachers will be available for 
classes next fall is yet to be de-
termined.

“I can’t guarantee who’s going 
to be there,” said Gov School Su-
perintendent-In-Charge, Terry 
Arbogast. “It’s going to be up 
to the teachers. If they split the 
sites then it’s going to be wheth-
er they’re up to traveling. The 
course load will depend on what 
teachers are available.” 

While attendance at SWVA 
Governor’s School has declined 
in recent years, attendance at 
Dual Enrollment classes remains 
high. Since both can count for 
college courses, they are often 
considered to be equivalent but 
admissions requirements tell a 
di昀昀erent story.

A high school student who 
wishes to attend Gov School 
must score in the 90th percentile 
on PSAT/SAT, 500 or greater on 
SOL tests, as well as maintain-
ing a very high grade point aver-
age, in math and sciences cours-
es in particular.  They must also 
collect recommendations from 
both teachers and counselors to 
attend.

In the past, students wishing to 
enroll for dual enrollment class-
es had to score high on Virginia 
Placement Tests for English and 
Math before qualifying. These 
tests took 2 to 3 hours to com-
plete but as of last year, these 
requirements were dropped and 
now a student merely needs to 
maintain a 2.5 grade point aver-
age in high school to take Dual 
Enrollment classes.

“I do think Governor’s school 
is on a whole other level than 
Dual Enrollment classes,” said 
Tyler Clontz. “At Gov School 
you have science fair projects to 
complete aside from your normal 
schoolwork and that’s a multi-
week experiment that you have 
to conduct yourself with papers 
to go along with it. One of my 
math professors went on to head 
the math department at Virginia 
Tech. Gov School is de昀椀nitely a 
di昀昀erent experience and based 
on my knowledge, I’d say there’s 

See SCHOOL, page A9
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nothing equivalent to it.”
Another unanswered ques-

tion relating to Pulaski County 
Public Schools divestment from 
the SWVA Gov School, is what 
will become of the Northwood 
Elementary School building. 
According to the PCPS Public 
Relations department the fate of 
the building will be “decided at a 
later time.” 

When Pulaski and Dublin 
Middle Schools became obso-
lete thanks to the construction of 
Pulaski County Middle School, 
PCPS donated these buildings to 
the county. The same might hold 
true for the Northwood Elemen-
tary School building but in that 
case, the county would have to 
either pay for a new roof or pay 
for the demolition of the building. 

Another possibility is that af-
ter PCPS evicts the Governor’s 
School, they may decide to move 
the school board o昀케ces from the 
bank building downtown to the 
Northwood Elementary School 
building. This could be justi昀椀ed 
by declaring that money saved on 
rent could then be used to repair 
the roof.  

“It’s about time for somebody 
to 昀椀nd out what’s going on,” 
said Hickam. “I’m uncomfort-
able with rats over there because 
somebody’s got to 昀椀x the roof!”

 Though many view divesting 
from the SWVA Gov School as 
being a major change in priori-
ties, no o昀케cial action, nor o昀케cial 
announcement is forthcoming. 

“The school board will not be 
voting on this issue,” the PCPS 
Public Relations Department 
stated.  “There never was a mem-
orandum of understanding or 

contract approved that would es-
tablish the terms and conditions 
of use for this facility,” 

Whether the SWVA Gov School 
will secure a more ironclad con-
tract with its new host is yet to be 
determined but if the agreement 
resembles the one maintained by 
PCPS and the Gov School, the 
future of this singular secondary 
learning institution is seemingly 
uncertain. Will the SWVA Gov 
School be forced to change lo-
cations again going forward and 
more importantly, will there even 
be a Gov School 5 years in the fu-
ture?

“I can’t guarantee where we’re 
gonna be 昀椀ve minutes from now,” 
said Superintendent Arbogast. “I 
can’t guarantee anything.”

If the SWVA Gov School is 
moved to New River Commu-
nity College, some, including 
Adam Farris, believe that it could 
turn out to be a positive for Gov 
School students. However, split-
ting the Gov School campus in 
two between Wytheville Com-
munity College and NRCC will 
necessitate longer commutes and 
the likely introduction of virtual 
learning classes, which are not 
generally well regarded in the 
teaching community.

 “Gifted children need to be 
stimulated and pushed so that 
they can 昀氀ourish and become ev-
erything that they’re capable of 
becoming and if you do not o昀昀er 
them that opportunity, then fre-
quently they become bored and 
maybe even problematic,” stated 
Adam Farris. “Everyone that I 
kept in contact with who attended 
Governor’s School are all mak-
ing waves in society. They’re en-

gineers, architects, physicians, 
lawyers, vice presidents of inter-
national companies … you name 
it.”

“It was de昀椀nitely a bene昀椀t,” 
declared Tyler Clontz. “I went 
into college with 43 credits, most 
of which were from the Gover-
nor’s School. I would have re-
gretted it if I had the chance to 
do it and didn’t do it.”

“The kids do not attend Gover-
nor’s School simply because they 

want college credits,” said Far-
ris. “There’s a whole culture and 
there’s a vibe at the school that is 
preparing them as a transitional 
stage before going into college. 
I hope my kids can attend Gov 
School. It was the highlight of 
my high school career.”

According to Superintendent 
Arbogast, the SWVA Gov School 
board must come to a decision at 
the Feb. 15 meeting, so that the 
chosen college can prepare for 
the transition. 

One thing is for sure, wherev-
er the new location of the SWVA 
Governor’s School will be, much 
e昀昀ort will be necessary to make 
ready for the fall semester. What 
isn’t clear is the logistics and 
costs involved, neither is it clear 
who will be teaching and what 
courses will be o昀昀ered. 

All of these uncertainties have 
now come to the fore, because 
PCPS could not 昀椀nd a way to 
pay for a new roof at Northwood 
School. 

Continued from Page A8

School

Senator Stephen Newman, 
R-Bedford, the chief patron for 
the 15-week abortion ban bill on 
the Senate side, told The Center 
Square after Thursday’s com-
mittee he was “obviously disap-
pointed” the bill was defeated. 

“We were hoping that a 
pain-capable bill would be a 
compromise bill that would get 
through,” Newman said.

Several bills addressing abor-
tion have been 昀椀led in the Vir-
ginia House of Delegates, includ-
ing an identical 15-week abortion 
ban bill and another that would 
prohibit the use of public funds 
for abortion. The bills, however, 

Continued from Page A7

Abortion

have not been docketed for a com-
mittee hearing. 

Democratic lawmakers have 
also proposed a constitutional 
amendment to enshrine abortion 
protections in the state constitu-
tion, though it would need bipar-
tisan support to pass the General 
Assembly. 

Republican House Speaker 
Todd Gilbert told reporters earlier 
this month that, given the com-
position of the politically-divided 
General Assembly, he doesn’t ex-
pect “much of anything” relating 
to abortion policy getting passed 
this session. 

Pulaski County Schools photo

Reading Teacher of the Year
Pulaski County Public Schools is pleased to announce the 2022 Virginia State Literacy Association, New 
River Valley Chapter, Reading Teacher of the Year, Ms. Angela Price. A colleague shared, “Angela is one 
of the best and we need more people like her in our 昀椀eld.  She deserves recognition for all her hard work 
and dedication to teaching.  Angela brings positivity to any environment that she is in and makes that a 
better place to be.  That positivity carries over to her teaching style and students love being in her classes.  
She is a master teacher in her school and many people look to her for advice.  She will always 昀椀nd a way 
to help anyone that asks.” In addition to her role as a reading specialist, Ms. Price volunteers a lot of her 
time to outside community activities and always represents the best of Riverlawn Elementary School and 
Pulaski County Public Schools. 
Thank you, Angela, for all you do to support literacy.  We are honored to recognize you as our New River 
Valley Chapter 2022 Reading Teacher of the Year.  
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PLEASE SUPPORT THESEPLEASE SUPPORT THESE
LOCAL BUSINESSESLOCAL BUSINESSES

A Needed Water Line Project Has Forced The Closing Of 
A Por tion Of West Main Street In Downtown Pulaski.

That Closing Threatens The Very Survival Of Several Of These Businesses.

             Fine Ar ts Center  

                  Ar t Gallery  

                21 W Main St.  

540-980-7363

                   GRT Gifts  

                 Game Store  

               47 W Main St.  

540-831-9233

  Pulaski Dance Productions  

              Dance Studio  

             10 W Main St.  

540-230-0278

             Wedding Center  

               Wedding Shop  

               72  W Main St.  

540-980-4222

                                 

93 W Main St.  

540-505-4153

Amazing Grace 

           Boutique & Café    

             76 W Main St.  

540-320-7962

Tactical & Precision Shooting 

Gun & Merchandise

 57 W Main St. 

540-616-4722

          Leslie Far thing CPA  

                        CPA  

29  W Main St.

 

                 Clothing  

             94 W Main St.  

Wings Tails & Fins

                  Pet Store  

              6  W Main St.  

540-268-0983

              Pulaski Theater  

                     Theater  

               14 W Main St.  

540-994-9555

          Painting in the Spir it       

Painting Business 

89 W Main St.  

 540-239-5189

The
Wedding
CenTer

Leslie 

Farthing, 

CPA

Contemporary Concepts   

Boutique

FREE
PARKING
Is Available At

Three Lots Near

The Downtown:

1: On East Main St. 

(between Glenn  

Insurance and Ver izon)

2: Corner of 

Washington and

Third Street

3: Corner of

West Main St. and

Je昀昀erson Avenue

Denoted On The Map

With A “P”

This Page Is  Sponsored By The Town of Pulaski, 

Pulaski On Main and The Patriot

Always Try To Shop Local!Always Try To Shop Local!
And  In The Weeks To Come

Please Don’t Forget These 

Downtown Businesses

GRT

Gifts
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I can help make your money work for you – safely. With a 

WoodmenLife® Single Premium Deferred Annuity, you’ll receive our 

return of premium guarantee. That means you’ll never receive less 

than the total premiums you pay into the annuity. *Plus:

•  Earnings compound tax-deferred

• Competitive interest rates1

This month’s interest rates:

*Minus any previous withdrawals. 1. These rates apply to certi�cates issued in January 
2023. Rate guaranteed for initial lock-in period. Lock-in periods of one month or one 
year are available. After the initial lock-in period expires, interest rates may vary each 
month. Interest rates are set monthly by WoodmenLife and will never be lower than 
the minimum guaranteed interest rate of 3.00%. Withdrawals before age 59½ may be 
subject to an additional 10% IRS early distribution penalty. WoodmenLife surrender 
charges may apply to withdrawals. Membership is part of eligibility. Certi�cate 7962-
XX-0707, 7962-02-0905. All products may not be available in all states. CD1638 1/23  
Woodmen of the World Life Insurance Society: Omaha, NE

Retired? I can help.

Call today for details about a solid way to save.

3.00% 3.30% 3.50%
Payable on a certi�cate 
with annuity values of:

Payable on a certi�cate 
with annuity values of:

Payable on a certi�cate 
with annuity values of:

$10,000-$24,999 $25,000-$99,999 $100,000-$499,999

Brian Bishop
540-443-3900
bbishop@woodmenlife.org

Brian Bishop

540-443-3900

bbishop@woodmenlife.org

ACC announces 2023 football schedules
GREENSBORO, N.C. (the-

ACC.com) – The Atlantic Coast 
Conference announced its 2023 
football schedule – the 昀椀rst under 
a new scheduling model – Mon-
day night during a two-hour spe-
cial The Huddle: 2023 Football 
Schedule Reveal, exclusively on 
ACC Network.

The 71st season of ACC Foot-
ball is the 昀椀rst under a 3-5-5 
scheduling model announced 
last June that covers the 2023-
26 seasons. Each team will play 

three primary opponents annu-
ally and face the other 10 league 
teams twice during the four-year 
cycle, once at home and once on 
the road. The schedule allows for 
each team to face all 13 confer-
ence opponents home and away 
at least once over the four-year 
period. The new model elimi-
nates divisions with the top two 
teams based on winning percent-
age playing in the ACC Football 
Championship Game on the 昀椀rst 
Saturday in December. 

“As a conference, we’re ex-

tremely excited to begin the new 
scheduling model that provides 
signi昀椀cant enhancements – the 
most important being the oppor-
tunity for our student-athletes 
to play every school both home 
and away over a four-year peri-
od,” said ACC Commissioner Jim 
Phillips, Ph.D. “The new model 
is also in the best interest of our 
schools, fans and the conference 
as a whole. Beyond the incredi-
bly competitive league schedule, 
our teams will once again play 
arguably the toughest collection 

of non-conference opponents. 
There’s always great anticipation 
surrounding the annual release of 
the ACC Football schedule, and 
2023 is no exception.”

The 71st season of ACC Foot-
ball features 56 league games and 
56 non-conference contests with 
each school playing eight league 
games. 

Challenging Non-Conference 
Slate

• The ACC’s non-conference 
schedule continues to be among 
the most di昀케cult in the country. 

In addition to 25 games against 
Power 5 opponents, the ACC 
will play 11 non-conference 
games against teams ranked in 
the 昀椀nal 2022 Associated Press 
Top 25 poll. 

• Eight schools – Clemson, 
Duke, Florida State, Georgia 
Tech, North Carolina, Virginia, 
Virginia Tech and Wake For-
est – play two Power 5 confer-
ence opponents (including Notre 
Dame). Louisville and Pitt each 

See SCHEDULE Page B4

Brian Bishop/The Patriot
Paige Hu昀昀 heads to the basket this week against Blacksburg. Hu昀昀 led the Lady Cougars in scoring 
in their last three games.

Lady 
Cougars
now at
17-3
Patriot Sta昀昀 Report

The Pulaski County Lady 
Cougars won their ninth straight 
on Tuesday, romping past the 
Blacksburg Lady Bruins, 71-34.

The win gives Pulaski County 
a 17-3 record on the season.

Paige Hu昀昀 led the Lady Cou-
gars with 23 points on the night.

Other scoring included Keslyn 
Secrist with 18; Hannah Keef-
er, 14; Jayden Lawson and Andi 
Ratcli昀昀, 5 each; Tori Vest, 4 and 
Kenzlee Jones, 2.

Only two games remain in the 
regular season for Pulaski Coun-
ty.

Friday night, the Lady Cougars 
昀椀nish their home slate as they 
host Cave Spring.  Next Tuesday, 
the regular season 昀椀nale will be 
at Salem.

Pulaski County 69, 
Hidden Valley 10

Paige Hu昀昀 led the Lady Cou-
gars past Hidden Valley last Fri-
day with 17 points.

Keslyn Secrist added 15 and 
Hannah Keefer chipped in 10 for 
the Lady Cougars.

Others scoring were Tori Vest, 
9; Kenzlee Jones, 7; Andi Rat-
cli昀昀, 6; Jayden Lawson, 3 and 
Destiney Duncan, 2.

Pulaski County 52, 
Princeton 27

The Lady Cougars won their 
15th game of the 2022-23 season 
last Thursday, beating Princeton, 
52-27.

Pulaski County was led by 
Paige Hu昀昀’s 13 points. Keslyn 
Secrist and Tori Vest scored 9 
each.

Also scoring for the Lady Cou-
gars was Jayden Lawson, 8; Andi 
Ratcli昀昀, Hannah Keefer and 
Morgan Vest with 4 each, and 
Destiney Duncan, 1.

Advertising Works.
Call The Patriot

Bad half
dooms
Cougars 
vs. BBurg
By RODNEY YOUNG
The Patriot

The Pulaski County Cougars, 
playing and looking for a region 
berth, came out in the 昀椀rst half 
and played terrible at Blacks-
burg. The half proved to be the 
Cougars’ downfall as they were 
beaten by the Bruins, 71-61.

   How bad was the opening 
of the game? The Bruins found 
themselves up 13-0 before the 
Cougars could get on the score-
board. 

Tootie O’Dell hit a runner in 
the lane for their 昀椀rst bucket at 
the 2:51 mark of the opening 
quarter. 

  Blacksburg led 17-6 at the 
end of the quarter as the Cougars 
played hot potato with the ball. 
They committed eight turnovers 
and scored only six points. 

The second quarter wasn’t 
much better as the Bruins went 
into halftime with a 34-18 ad-
vantage over the visiting Cou-
gars – 18 points and 15 turnovers  
with a region berth on the line. 

It was a bad showing and 
Coach Tyler Cannoy used his en-
tire roster trying to 昀椀nd someone 
that would handle, rebound, and 
defend the basketball.

     The halftime message must 
have gotten to the players, how-
ever, as they would at least bat-
tle in the second half, but were 
still down, 52-35 after the third 
period.

 The Cougars would cut the 
Bruin lead to seven, 58-51 with 
3:28 left in the game. That was as 
close as they would get, though 
as the Bruins would hit 10 of 12 
free throws in the last three min-
utes to salt the game away and all 
but eliminate the Cougars from 
post-season play.

   “We didn’t handle the ball, 
we didn’t play defense and we 
didn’t rebound the ball in the 
昀椀rst half,” said a disappoint-
ed and frustrated Cougar head 
coach. “We had almost as many 
turnovers as points for the 昀椀rst 
half. We are not talented enough 
to play like that and win games. 
We have to play hard all the time 
to compete and this team some-
times seems to not understand 
that.”  

When asked about the play-
o昀昀s, Cannoy remarked, “Hey 
we have three games left in the 
regular season and once again 
we just need to play hard and see 
what happens.”

   Blacksburg placed four play-
ers into double 昀椀gures. Chan-
dler Montgomery and Wade 
Bland both contributed 16 points 
apiece. Spencer Campbell 昀椀n-
ished with 15 and Xavier Bland 
chipped in with 14. So, Mont-
gomery and Xavier Bland com-
bined for 30 points coming o昀昀 
the bench for the Bruins.

     Pulaski County got a game-
high 22 points from Lane Nester, 
with 16 of those coming after in-
termission. Kyle O’Neal knocked 
down 16 points with 12 of those 
coming in the second half. 

The Cougars (5-14) scored 43 
second half points and turned 
the ball over just six times in the 
second half. If only that Cougar 
team in the second half would 
have played in the 昀椀rst half.

The Cougars traveled to Salem 
on Thursday night and close out 

See COUGARS, page B3



Page B2 - The Patriot - February 3, 2023 www.pcpatriot.comClassifieds

35+ Years
Of Friendly
Professional

Service
(540) 980-1117

Corner of 5th Street & Washington Ave., Pulaski
Wayne McGlothlin, Broker   540-616-4587

Phyllis Hetherington  540-320-7278, Associate Broker    
Pat Farmer 540-320-4698    Debbie Radcliffe 540-629-4761   

SERVICING THE ENTIRE NEW RIVER VALLEY & CLAYTOR LAKE
RESIDENTIAL. COMMERCIAL. PROPERTY MANAGEMENT.

THINKING OF A CAREER CHANGE? COME WORK WITH THE HOMETOWN TEAM

hometownpulaski@gmail.com

Home Town Realty

List Your Real Estate For Sale With Me
• 51 Years of Experience. 

• Principle Broker at McCraw Real Estate 
in Radford. 

• Top Producer. 
• Knows Real Estate Values. 

• State Licensed Auctioneer for 37 Years.  
 • Thousand of Homes Sold. 

I can sell your Home, Farm or 
Land for you! 

REALTOR and Member of New River Val-
ley Multiple Listing Service. I o昀昀er the Best 
Real Estate Service you can 昀椀nd.  Call me! 
Terry McCraw today at (540) 320-5200.

www.insurancecenterofdublin.com

543 East Main Street
Dublin, VA 24084 • 540-674-4678

See Us For All Your 
Auto, Home, Life, Business Insurance 

and Medicare Plans!

CALLCALL

540-838-1915540-838-1915
ISA Certi昀椀ed ArboristISA Certi昀椀ed Arborist

STOR AGE AUCTIONS

Storage Auction Notice
Town Center Storage
101 Town Center Drive
Dublin VA 24084
540-307-5959
unit 207
Listed on storageauctions.com
Ends on 2-15-23 at 12 P.M. noon

WANTED

Wanted: Round hay bales need-
ed. Also, part-time farm helper 
needed. Call 540-838-1479.

Wanted: Experienced body man 
to repair scratch on my ’07 Ford 
Explorer. Call 540-629-9003.

Wanted: Some nice, big, clean 
rugs for dining room. Call 540-
629-9003.

FOR SALE:  
MISCELLANEOUS

For Sale: Samsung washer or 
dryer $75 each. Tractor chains
size 13 - 6 – 28, $125. Call 540-
639-6974

For Sale: Gator SFX 6 ½-foot 
Trimfold Tonneau Cover for a 
1999 – 2006 Chevy/GMC truck. 
$25.
Call 540-674-8257.

For Sale: 32-inch digital 昀氀at 
screen TV for sale in Dublin. 
$25. Call 540-577-7422.

For Sale: Pro-Form 360 Tread-
mill. $25. Call 540-674-8257.

For Sale: Vita-Max Exercise Ma-
chine with stacked weights. $100. 
Call 540-674-8257.

For Sale: Full-size bed with head 
board  and foot board with book 
case in each. Like-new mattress 
and box spring. Like new con-
dition. Will deliver in Pulaski. 
$160.  Call 540-629-9003.

For Sale: Stoeger Model 2000 
12-gauge camo shotgun. Four 
chokes and six boxes of Federal 
turkey shells. $385. Call 540-
980-1871.

For Sale: New Harley Davidson 
helmet. Cost $260, selling for 
$150. Also have microwaves and 
vacuum cleaners. Call 540-230-
5386.

Pear shaped diamond ring, 14K 
yellow gold, size 7, price reduced 
to $475. Includes information 
card with details about the ring. 
Call 540-980-5361.

Yard Sales
Are Free

In
The Patriot

Call 
540-808-3949

or email
ads@pcpatriot.com

Part-Time 
Church O昀케ce 

Manager Position
The Presbyterian Church 

of Radford is searching for 
an enthusiastic part-time (20-
25 hours/week) church o昀케ce 
manager with book keeping 
skills. 

The successful applicant 
will demonstrate e昀昀ective 
communication and human 
relation skills, computer 
literacy, 昀氀exibility, 
organizational competence 
and a commitment to 
con昀椀dentiality. 

Start pay rate is $18.00/
hour for quali昀椀ed candidate. 

Quali昀椀cations, essential 
responsibilities, bene昀椀ts 
and application process are 
detailed on the Presbyterian 
Church of Radford website. 

https://pcradford.org
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LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICE
JOBS

New River Resource Authority (“NRRA”) provides, among related 
services, waste disposal services for the businesses, citizens and 
communities of the City of Radford, the Town of Dublin, Giles 
County, Pulaski County and within the jurisdictional boundaries, 
and incorporated jurisdictions therein, of Montgomery County 
and the Counties of Wythe, Bland, and Floyd.  Pursuant to Va. 
Code § 15.2-5136 and § 15.2-5114, NRRA proposes the following 
changes to the waste disposal and tipping fees:

POTW Sludge from $22.00 per ton to $24.00 per ton
Tires (per pound) from $0.10 per pound to $0.12 per pound

Fees proposed not to change:

Municipal Solid Waste $34.00 per ton
Construction Debris  $34.00 per ton
VPI Ash   $10.00 per ton
Non-Friable Asbestos  $54.00 per ton
Unsecured Loads  $25.00 each
Minimum Ticket Fee  $ 5.00 each
Admin (Copy) Fee  $ 0.25 each
Clean Wood   $25.00 per ton
Appliances   $34.00 per ton
Recycling   $60.00 per ton

A public hearing on the rates set forth above will be held on 
Wednesday, March 22, 2023, at Noon, or as soon thereafter as may 
be heard, in the administrative conference room of NRRA at 7100 
Cloyd’s Mountain Road, Dublin, Virginia.

Interested persons may appear at the aforementioned time and 
place to present their views or may submit written comments prior 
to the hearing.  Accommodations for disabled persons can be made 
with the O昀케ce Manager by calling (540) 674-1677 at least 昀椀ve (5) 
days prior to the hearing date.

NEW RIVER RESOURCE AUTHORITY
7100 CLOYD’S MOUNTAIN ROAD

POST OFFICE BOX 1246
DUBLIN, VIRGINIA 24084

NEW RIVER RESOURCE AUTHORITY
PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE OF PROPOSED WASTE 
DISPOSAL AND TIPPING FEE 

RATE INCREASES

Full-time position performing intermediate skilled administrative 
support work assisting with the registration of voters, preparing, 
updating and maintaining voter records and 昀椀les, assisting with the 
preparation for elections and other duties as necessary and assigned.  
Requires high school diploma or GED, Associates Degree preferred 
but not required.  Also requires advanced computer skills and two 
years of administrative o昀케ce experience.  
Salary:  $33,640 – $57,538

Equal Oppor tunity Employer

Pulaski County 
Deputy Registrar  

JOBS

Town of Dublin

Seeking Full-Time

Police O昀케cer
The Town of Dublin is seeking applications/resumes for the full-
time position of Police O昀케cer.  The rate of pay is dependent 
upon experience and levels of certi昀椀cation. Basic certi昀椀cation is 
required.  Applicants must be at least 21 years of age and possess 
a valid Virginia Driver’s License.  A full bene昀椀t package will be 
o昀昀ered, including Medical and Dental Insurance, Vacation/Sick 
Leave, paid Holidays and Retirement.  Applications may be picked 
up at the Dublin Town Center located at 101 Dublin Park Road 
during regular business hours of            8:00-5:00-Monday through 
Friday.  Questions can be directed to Pam Olverson, Human 
Resources at 540-674-4731.  Applications will be accepted until 
position is 昀椀lled. 

The Town of Dublin is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
Commonwealth of Virginia 
VA. CODE §§ 1-211.1; 8.01-316, -317, 20-104
Case No. CL22000540-00
Pulaski County Circuit Cour t
45 Third Street, NW, Ste. 101, Pulaski, VA 24301

STEVEN RICHARD AYDELOTTE v. SHALANE NICOLE 
AYDELOTTE

The object of this suit is to: OBTAIN A DIVORCE

It is ORDERED that SHALANE NICOLE AYDELOTTE appear 
at the above-named court and protect his/her interests on or before 
MARCH 14, 2023 at 9:30 a.m..

JANUARY 13, 2023                                     Maetta Crewe, Clerk

FAIR HOUSING 
NOTICE:

We are pledged to the letter 
and spirit of Virginia’s poli-
cy for achieving equal hous-
ing opportunity throughout 
the Commonwealth.
We encourage and support 
advertising and marketing 
programs in which there 
are no barriers to obtaining 
housing because of race, 
color, religion, national ori-
gin, sex, elderliness, famil-
ial status or handicap.

For more information or to 
昀椀le a housing complaint, 
call the Virginia Housing 
O昀케ce at (804) 367-8530; 
toll-free call (888) 551-3247.

For hearing-impaired, call 
(804) 367-9753. E-mail fair-
housing@dpor.virginia.gov.

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Ad-
vertise your upcoming auctions 
statewide and in other states. Af-
fordable Print and Digital Solu-
tions reaching your target audi-
ences. Call this paper or Landon 
Clark at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Vinyl Replacement Windows 
Starting at $299* Installed w/
Free Trim Wrap Call 804-739-
8207 for MORE details! Ronnie 
Jenkins II Siding, Roo昀椀ng, Gut-
ters and More!

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE Le-
afFilter estimate today. 15% o昀昀 
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-877-
614-6667

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during 
utility power outages, so your 
home and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free quote 
today! Call for additional terms 
and conditions. 1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a so-
lar plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your re-
liance on the grid, prepare for 
power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services 
available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no ob-
ligation, quote today. Call 1-833-
688-1378

Replace your roof with the best 
looking and longest lasting ma-
terial – steel from Erie Metal 
Roofs! Three styles and multiple 
colors available. Guaranteed to 
last a lifetime! Limited Time Of-
fer - $500 Discount + Addition-
al 10% o昀昀 install (for military, 
health workers & 1st respond-
ers.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 
1-844-902-4611

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-

line installation and service. Now 
featuring our FREE shower pack-
age and $1600 O昀昀 for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 1-877-591-
9950

The bathroom of your dreams for 
as little as $149/month! BCI Bath 
& Shower. Many options avail-
able. Quality materials & profes-
sional installation. Senior & Mili-
tary Discounts Available. Limited 
Time O昀昀er - FREE virtual in-
home consultation now and SAVE 
15%! Call Today! 1-844-945-1631

SERVICES

D I V O R C E - U n c o n t e s t -
ed, $450+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$295.00. No court ap-
pearance. Estimated completion 
time twenty-one days. Hilton 
Oliver, Attorney (Facebook). 757-
490-0126. Se Habla Espanol. BBB 
Member. https://hiltonoliverattor-
neyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARAN-
TEED Life Insurance! No medical 
exam or health questions. Cash to 
help pay funeral and other 昀椀nal 
expenses. Call Physicians Life In-
surance Company- 844-509-1697 
or visit www.Life55plus.info/va-
press

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mo-
bility with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of Inogen 

One. Free information kit! Call 
888-608-4974

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real dental insurance 
- NOT just a discount plan. Do not 
wait! Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all 
the details! 1-888-550-3083 www.
dental50plus.com/virginia #6258

FREE high speed internet for 
those that qualify. Government 
program for recipients of select 
programs incl. Medicaid, SNAP, 
Housing Assistance, WIC, Vet-
erans Pension, Survivor Bene昀椀ts, 
Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet 
service. Bonus o昀昀er: Android 
tablet FREE with one-time $20 
copay. Free shipping & handling. 
Call Maxsip Telecom today! 
1-855-970-1995

Caring for an aging loved one? 
Wondering about options like se-
nior-living communities and in-
home care? Caring.com’s Family 
Advisors are here to help take the 
guesswork out of senior care for 
you and your family. Call for your 
FREE, no-obligation consulta-
tion: 1-844-494-0682

the regular season at home on 
Tuesday against Salem.

 The Cougar junior varsi-
ty saw their record improve to 
13-5 as Jalere Harlow scored 24 
points and Justus Hash poured in 
21 in the Cougar win, defeating 
the Bruin JV, 61-43. 

B-burg - 17- 17 - 18 - 19 = 71
Pul. Co. -  6 - 12 - 17- 26 = 61

Scoring - PC - Nester 22, 
O’Neal 16, O’Dell 7, Turner 6, 
Horton 6, Burchett 4, B-burg - 
W. Bland 16, X. Bland 14, Mont-
gomery 16, Campbell 15, Creasy 
7, Saville 2, Howard 1

3-Pt. Goals - PC - 6 ( O’Neal 
3, Nester 2, O’Dell), B-burg - 6 ( 
Campbell 2, X. Bland 2, Creasy 
, W. Bland)

Total FGs - PC - 20, B-burg - 
25

FTs - PC - 15-18, B-burg - 15-
19

Total Fouls - PC - 16, B-burg 
- 15

Fouled Out- PC - Horton
Technicals - None

Pulaski County 84, 
Hidden Valley 74

Last Friday, the Pulaski Coun-
ty Cougars traveled up I-81 and 
beat Hidden Valley in Roanoke, 
84-74.

The Cougars took charge of 
the game late in the 昀椀rst half, 
going on a 19-0 run that lasted 
from the 1:30 mark before half-
time all the way to the 5:15 mark 
in the third.

Lane Nester led the Cougars 
with 22 points on the night. 
Khalib Horton added 17 and 
Tootie O’Dell and Kyle O’Neal 
chipped in 16 points each.

Other scorers for the Cougars 
were Chandler Hollins, 8; Jer-
emiah Turner, 3 and Joel Bur-
chett, 2.

Tyus Johnson took high scorer 
honors for the game as the Titan 
racked up 34 points on the night.

PC – 23 – 20 – 23 – 18 = 84
HV – 23 – 14 – 17 – 20 = 74
FGs – PC 30, HV 26
FTs – PC 18-31, HV 18 -21
3-Pt. Goals – PC – O’Neal, 6; 

Nester, 2; O’Dell and Hollins
HV – Iott 2, Getz, Bass
Fouls – PC 16, HV 20

Continued from Page B1

Cougars

Virginia Tech outlasted by No. 23 Miami, 92-83
Hokiesports.com

CORAL GABLES, Fl. – Vir-
ginia Tech and No. 23 Miami 
provided onlookers another en-
tertaining matchup on Tuesday 
night, as the Hurricanes used 
a late spark from Nijel Pack to 
down the Hokies, 92-83.

Sean Pedulla and Hunter Cat-
toor led Tech in what could be 
considered one of team’s better 
o昀昀ensive outings of the season. 
Both members of the backcourt 
pair accounted for 20 points 
apiece on 6-10 shooting. Grant 
Basile had his 昀椀fth straight game 
of double-digit scoring and sev-
en-or-more rebounds 17 points 
and seven boards. Justyn Mutts 
added in 10 points with all com-
ing in the second half.

Unfortunately for Tech, its 
explosive night on o昀昀ense was 
matched by Miami. The Hurri-

The two sides kept it close 
throughout the second half, but 
Miami constructed a 76-71 ad-
vantage before Virginia Tech 
went on a 5-0 run to even the 
score at 76 all with 4:16 to go in 
the contest. The Hokies could not 
turn their rally into a victory, as 
the Hurricanes outscored them 
16-7 the rest of the way to hand 
Virginia Tech the 92-83 loss.

Game Notes
» The Hokies had their sec-

ond-best 昀椀eld-goal percentage of 
the season (56.9%) and its best in 
a loss since shooting 58.2% in a 
93-86 loss to Kentucky on Dec. 
16, 2017.

» Tech’s 14 turnovers are tied 
for third most in a game this sea-
son.

» Hunter Cattoor had his sec-
ond 20-point game in a row for 
the 昀椀rst time in his career.

» Virginia Tech got a team-
high seven rebounds from Grant 
Basile.

UP NEXT

An opportunity to bounce back 
in a big way awaits the Hokies, as 
they welcome No. 6 Virginia into 
Cassell Coliseum.

canes’ 58.3-percent shooting was 
their second best total of the sea-
son, while Miami’s 42.1-percent 
outing from deep was noticeably 
above its season average entering 
the game (35.6-percent).

With the game tied at 76, Pack 
single-handedly led the ‘Canes 
on an 8-0 run, including a pair of 
dagger 3-pointers, starting with 
3:37 remaining. Tech brought the 
margin within four points through 
consistent free throw shooting, 
but never grabbed the lead back.

How It Happened
After falling behind 6-5, Vir-

ginia Tech went on an 8-0 run 
with 16:56 left in the 昀椀rst half, 
culminating in a three from 
Pedulla, to take a 13-6 lead. With 
the score at 16-8, Miami hit a 15-2 
run to gain control of the game. 
Tech clawed its way back in and 
trailed only 45-44 at the half.

LIKE THE PATRIOT ON FACEBOOK
at

Pulaski County-Patriot
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play three. 
• ACC teams will play 27 

games against opponents that 

Continued from Page B1

Schedule appeared in a bowl game last 
year.

• ACC teams will play 11 
non-conference games against 
teams in ESPN’s 2023 Way-Too-
Early Top 25. 

Labor Day Weekend – Five 
Days of Football

• The ACC will be featured 
throughout the Labor Day Week-
end with 12 games over a 昀椀ve-
day span, Aug. 31-Sept. 4. No 
other league plays across all 昀椀ve 
days in Week One. This is the 
昀椀fth time in the last seven years 
the ACC has played over 昀椀ve 
consecutive days in Week One.

• The Labor Day weekend be-
gins on Thursday, Aug. 31, with 
Wake Forest hosting Elon. On 
Friday, Sept. 1, Louisville faces 
Georgia Tech in the Chick-昀椀l-A 
Kicko昀昀 Game at Mercedes-Benz 
Stadium in Atlanta, while Miami 
hosts Miami (Ohio) in Miami 
Gardens, Florida.

• Saturday’s slate is high-
lighted by the Duke’s Mayo 
Classic between North Carolina 
and South Carolina at Bank of 

America Stadium in Charlotte, 
and Virginia’s non-conference 
matchup against Tennessee at 
Nissan Stadium in Nashville. 
Other games on Sept. 2 include 
Northern Illinois at Boston Col-
lege, NC State at UConn, Wof-
ford at Pitt, Colgate at Syracuse 
and Old Dominion at Virginia 
Tech.

• For the second consecutive 
season, Florida State is featured 
on Labor Day Sunday in the 
Camping World Kicko昀昀 vs. LSU 
in Orlando, Florida. Last season, 
the Seminoles posted a thrilling 
24-23 victory over the Tigers in 
New Orleans and went on to win 
10 games for the 昀椀rst time since 
2016. FSU is ranked No. 4 in ES-
PN’s Way Too Early Top 25 poll. 

• A Labor Day Monday evening 
league matchup between Clem-
son and Duke in Durham, North 
Carolina, wraps up an eventful 
opening weekend of ACC foot-
ball. It is the earliest Clemson 
and Duke have ever played and 
just the fourth September meet-
ing between the two schools. 

Week Two at Home
• All 14 schools play home 

games in the second weekend of 
the season, including 昀椀ve games 
against Power 5 competition. 
Miami hosts Texas A&M, NC 
State welcomes Notre Dame to 
Raleigh, Pitt plays Cincinnati, 
Virginia Tech hosts Purdue and 
Wake Forest entertains Vander-
bilt.

Games Against Notre Dame
• ACC teams will play six 

non-conference games against 
Notre Dame in 2023. Not includ-
ing the pandemic-a昀昀ected season 
of 2020 when the Irish compet-
ed as a member of the league 
in football, this is the 昀椀rst time 
Notre Dame has played six reg-
ular-season games against ACC 
opponents since 2018.

Notre Dame at NC State, Sept. 
9 

Notre Dame at Duke, Sept. 30 
Notre Dame at Louisville, 

Oct. 7 
Pitt at Notre Dame, Oct. 28 
Notre Dame at Clemson, Nov. 

4 
Wake Forest at Notre Dame, 

Nov. 18

ACC Football Championship 
Game

• The 2023 ACC Football 
Championship Game will be 
played Dec. 2 at Bank of Amer-
ica Stadium in Charlotte, North 
Carolina, and will feature the 
top two teams based on win-
ning percentage. The ACC and 
the Charlotte Sports Founda-
tion have an agreement in place 
to keep the championship game 
in Charlotte through the 2030 
season. 

ACC Bowl Agreements
• The ACC is in the 10th year 

of a 12-year agreement with 
the Capital One Orange Bowl, 
which will host an ACC team 
– either its champion or next 
available team – in all years 
when the Orange Bowl is not 
a semi昀椀nal site for the College 
Football Playo昀昀. The opponent 
will be the highest ranked avail-
able team from the SEC, Big 
Ten or Notre Dame. 

• The ACC’s current bowl 
lineup through 2025 includes 
the Cheez-It Bowl, Duke’s 
Mayo Bowl, Wasabi Fenway 
Bowl, Military Bowl Present-
ed by Peraton, Bad Boy Mow-
ers Pinstripe Bowl, San Diego 
County Credit Union Holiday 
Bowl, TaxSlayer Gator Bowl 
and Tony the Tiger Sun Bowl. 
In addition, the ACC will send 
a team to the Outback Bowl 
if the league’s opponent in 
a non-semi昀椀nal Capital One 
Orange Bowl is from the Big 
Ten. The league will also send 
a team to either the Gasparilla 
Bowl or Birmingham Bowl on 
an annual basis.

LIKE THE PATRIOT ON FACEBOOK
at

Pulaski County-Patriot
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Sheri昀昀, prosecutor
provide details on
fatal Baptist Hollow 
incident on Monday

Updated joint press release 
from Sheri昀昀 Mike Worrell and 
Commonwealth Attorney Jus-
tin Gri昀케th, of the Baptist Hol-
low Road incident from Jan. 30, 
2023.

On Jan. 20, 2023, an employ-
ee from New River Valley Com-
munity Services was conduct-
ing a home visit to a client at a 
residence in the 6000 block of 
Baptist Hollow Road in the Hi-
wassee area of Pulaski County.

Shortly before 11:00 a.m., Pu-
laski County Joint Communica-
tions Center received the 昀椀rst of 
two 911 calls from the employee. 
The employee stated that he had 
been attacked by being stabbed 
multiple times by the client and 
proceeded to name the client.

Service was lost and the 昀椀rst 
call was disconnected.

The employee was able to call 
911 a second time, and again 
stated that he needed help.

Deputies from Pulaski County 
Sheri昀昀’s O昀케ce arrived on scene 
during the course of the second 
call, and immediately evacuat-
ed the employee to safety and 
secured a perimeter around the 
residence.

After attempting several 
times to get anyone inside the 
residence to come out, entry was 
made into the residence, and the 
client was found deceased from 
wounds sustained in the alterca-
tion with the employee.

During the investigation, it 
was determined that the employ-
ee was aggressively attacked 
and stabbed multiple times. 

The employee defended himself 
by 昀椀ghting back and stabbed the 
client multiple times before being 
able to get o昀昀 the front porch of 
the residence and to his vehicle.

When deputies arrived on 
scene, the employee was going in 
and out of consciousness due to 
blood loss from his wounds, and 
so they made the decision to use 
a Sheri昀昀’s O昀케ce vehicle to trans-
port the employee to a nearby am-
bulance.

From there, the employee was 
transported to a hospital in Ro-
anoke due to the severity of his 
wounds.

It was felt that this was an iso-
lated incident and there was no 
danger to the community at large, 
but out of an abundance of cau-
tion, the School Resource O昀케cer 
at Snowville Elementary School 
was noti昀椀ed and extra patrols 
were conducted throughout the 
community during the course of 
the incident.

Pulaski County Common-
wealth’s Attorney Justin Gri昀케th 
has said that due to the employ-
ee exercising his right to self-de-
fense, it was a justi昀椀able homi-
cide, and no charges would be 
昀椀led against him.

Sheri昀昀 Worrell would like to 
express his sincere thanks to Vir-
ginia State Police, Radford City 
Police Department, and Pulaski 
County Public Safety for their 
assistance over the course of this 
incident. 

No further information will be 
released at this time.

FORT CHISWELLFORT CHISWELL
SEW & VACSEW & VAC

Specializing In Sewing Machine and 

Vacuum Cleaner Sales & Service

We Are Now AWe Are Now A  J ANOMEJ ANOME  
SEWING MACHINE OUTLET CENTERSEWING MACHINE OUTLET CENTER!!

787 Fort Chiswell Road, Max Meadows, Va. 24360 
(Across From Fort Chiswell High School)

276-637-3139
Open Tues.-Fri. 10-5 and Sat. 10-1

Over 

50 Years

Experience

We Have Riccar, Miele, Simplicity Vaccums and More
Household and Commercial

NRCC o昀昀ering free health 
screenings Feb. 15 and 17

New River Community College practical nursing students will 
hold a Love Your Health event on Wednesday, February 15 and Fri-
day, February 17.

Love Your Health is an event where anyone can stop by sever-
al free health stations run by NRCC practical nursing students for 
health information, educational games for kids, vitals checks, and 
Covid-19 vaccine administration. The event will be from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. at the Uptown Christiansburg Mall, near NRCC’s location.

For more information about the Love Your Health event, contact 
Misty Rice, associate professor of nursing, at mrice@nr.edu or (540) 
674-3600, ext. 4349.

Gri昀케th’s traveling sta昀昀 
schedule for February

Congressman Gri昀케th’s Ninth 
District STAFF will be available 
at the following locations during 
the month of February. 

Traveling o昀케ce hours follow 
the status of local government 
o昀케ces, which vary across the 23 
counties and 昀椀ve independent 
cities of the Ninth District. 

 In the event of inclement 
weather (heavy snow, sleet, icy 
rain, etc.), traveling o昀케ce hours 
may be rescheduled to avoid 
putting constituents at risk. If 
a County’s or City’s schools are 
closed, then its o昀케ce hours will 
be closed as well. 

Please contact the Christians-
burg O昀케ce at 540-381-5671 or 
the Abingdon O昀케ce at 276-525-
1405 with any questions or to 
schedule an appointment time in 
the event of o昀케ce hour closure.

 
February 9, 2023
Giles County: 9:00 am – 10:30 

am
Town of Pearisburg O昀케ces
Council Chambers
112 Tazewell Street
Pearisburg, VA 24134

 Bland County: 9:00 am – 10:30 
am

Bland County Courthouse
First Floor Conference Room
612 Main Street
Bland, VA 24315
 
Wythe County: 11:30 am – 1:00 

pm
Wythe County Sheri昀昀’s O昀케ce
Conference Room
245 South 4th Street
Wytheville, VA 24382
 
Radford: 12:30 pm – 2:00 pm
Radford Recreation Building
200 George Street
Radford, VA 24141
 
Pulaski County: 2:30 pm – 

4:00pm 
Pulaski County Administration 

Building
First Floor Conference Room
143 3rd Street NW
Pulaski, VA 24301
 

How to Save Money at the 
Grocery Store

By Andrea Haubner, FCS 
Extension Agent

While many of us have no-
ticed an increase in the price 
of eggs, 2023 predications in-
dicate that the price of all food 
will increase. 

According to the USDA, all 
2023 food prices are expected 
to increase between 3.5-4.5% 
and food made at home is ex-
pected to increase between 
3-4% (United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture, 2023). 

Buying food and eating are 
obviously a necessity for all of 
us. If you are concerned about 

rising grocery store prices, fol-
low these tips -

• Make a list before you go to 
the store. This will help cut back 
on unnecessary purchases.

• Plan your meals ahead of time 
and purchase what is in season. 
Typically fruits and vegetables 
that are in season are cheaper 
so this will help you save a little 
money in the long run. Planning 
your meals ahead of time helps 
you to make your list and use 
what you already have on hand. 

• Use coupons and shop on sale 

days.
• Don’t shop while you’re 

hungry! Always be sure to eat 
before you go to the store.

• Compare name brand pric-
es to general brands. Typical-
ly, general brands are cheaper, 
but compare the unit prices as 
well. 

• Check the weekly sales ads 
before you go and plan your 
meals around what is for sale. 

Making these small changes 
can make a big di昀昀erence in 
your grocery store bill. 
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Draper Valley Baptist Church
3200 Lee Highway
Draper, Va. 24324

Pastor: Alan Pearce
Service Times:

Bible Study Sunday, 10 a.m.
Sunday Worship, 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening, 5 p.m.

email: drapervalleybc@gmail.com
www.drapervalleybaptist.org

Grace Baptist Church
552 E. Main Street
Dublin, Va. 24084

Pastor: Doug Testerman
674-1762

Primary Services:
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Sunday worship

Sunday  Night Power Hour, 6 to 7 p.m.
Wednesday Night 7 to 8 p.m.

Grace Kids and Teens Bible Study

Open Door Baptist Church
4576 Miller Lane

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor: Rev. N.K. Howlett
Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.

Worship, 11 a.m.
Wednesday Night, 7 p.m.

Phone: 980-2046

Draper United Methodist Church
3080 Greenbriar Road

Draper, VA 24324
Pastor: Rev. Jason Crandall

423-716-2570
Primary Service Times:
Sunday School, 10 a.m.

Worship, 11 a.m.
Phone: 276-477-3835

Christ Episcopal Church
144 North Washington Ave., Pulaski

P.O. Box 975
Service: 10 a.m. every Sunday

Phone: 980-2413
Email: christ24301@gmail.com

Jordan's Chapel UMC
Pastor: Ginny Tompkins

Worship: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

Cecil's Chapel United Methodist Church
5801 Cecil's Chapel Road, 

Hiwassee, VA  24347
Pastor Jason Crandall

Worship service is 8:45am-9:45am
Sunday School is 10 - 10:45am 

www.facebook.com/cecilschapel.umc

Valley Harvest Ministries
1 Harvest Place

Dublin, VA 24084
Senior Pastor Steve Willis 

Associate Pastors: Perry Slaughter, 
Walter Gueste, Derick Burton

Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
Hispanic Ministry Service- Sunday 6 p.m. 

Wednesday School 7 p.m. 
www.vhmdublin.org

540-674-4729

Dublin Baptist Church
Pastor Allen Mahan, II

100 Hawkins Street, Dublin, VA 24084
540-674-6061

secretary@dublinbaptistva.org
Website: dublinbaptistva.org

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11 a.m.

Sunday Adult Bible Study: 6 p.m.
Tuesday Women’s Bible Study: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study, 7 p.m.

Food Pantry: Wednesdays 10 a.m - 2 p.m.

Allisonia Pentecostal Holiness Church
1560 Julia Simpkins Road

Allisonia, VA 
Pastor Justin Phillips

Sunday Morning Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship: 6 p.m.

First United Methodist Church 
301 N. Je昀昀erson Ave. - Pulaski (physical) 
135 Fourth St., NW - Pulaski (mailing)

Pastor’s Name: Josh Kilbourne 
Sunday Service: 10:00 AM 

Hispanic Service: 3 p.m.
Contact Info. Phone: 540.980.3331

e-mail: o昀케ce@fumcpulask.org 
website: www.fumcpulask.org  

FACEBOOK@FirstUMCPulaski and 
WBLB 10:00 am

Belspring Baptist Church
6887 Depot Street

Belspring, VA 24058
Pastor Darrell Linkous

Service Times:
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study and 

Youth Group: 7 p.m.
Darrell Linkous: 353-0081

belspringbaptistchurch@gmail.com

Memorial Baptist Church
995 Peppers Ferry Road

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor: Michael S. Jones

Sunday
9:45 am - Sunday School

11:00 am - Worship
Wednesday

6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
(540) 980-4731

Email: dfarley3@verizon.net

Delton Church of God 
of Prophecy

4570 Boyd Road, Draper, VA 24324
Pastor Vickie Lee Viars

deltoncogop@gmail.com   (276) 620-3191
Sunday mornings - 11 AM to 12 PM

Sunday evenings-Facebook live services 
announced on Facebook 

Wednesday evenings- To be announced at 
later future time until COVID-19 ceases
Delton COGOP is following all COVID-19 

safety guidelines of social distancing, masks, 
cleaning, and disinfection.

Heritage Church
6195 Cleburne Boulevard, Dublin

Pastor Mike Pierce
Service Times: 

Wednesdays, 7 p.m.; 
Sundays, 10 a.m.
(540) 674-9220

Website: www.heritagechurch.net
Facebook.com/

HeritageChurchDublinVA

First Missionary Baptist Church
7318 Manns Drive 

Fairlawn, Virginia 24141-8524
(540) 639-5331

email: fmbc1872@verizon.net
Pastor: Rev. Richard A. Goodman, Sr.

Associate Minister:
Rev. Annette Cheek

Clerk: Mrs. Carlotta Lewis
Sundays: 

Morning Worship  11:00 a.m.
The Lord's Supper - Each First Sunday

Wednesdays: Prayer Meeting &       
Bible Study  6:30 p.m.

Draper’s Valley Presbyterian (PCA)
2755 Old Baltimore Road, 

Draper, VA 24324
 Interim Pastor: Rev. David Gilleran

Associate Pastor: Rev. Roland Mathews
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship Service 6:15 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Groups and Adult Prayer 

& Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
Phone - 540-994-9015

e-mail - drapers.valley@dvpca.org
website - www.dvpca.org

Sunday Morning Worship Live-Stream • 
10:30 a.m. (or anytime on YouTube)

Trinity Lutheran 
Church ELCA

2 Fifth Street, N.W., Pulaski
540-980-3624

trinitypulaski @gmail.com
Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 

(Sept. - May)
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.

(June - Aug.)
Bible Study: Wednesday, Noon

www.trinitypulaski.org

Trinity United Methodist
Pastor: Judy Yonce

Sunday Worship - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Study - Wednesday, 7 p.m.

528 5th Street, S.E.
Pulaski, Va.

Phone - 980-0820

Grace Ministr ies
Church of God of Prophecy

1021 Macgill Street
Pulaski, VA 24301

Church: 540-980-2118
Cell: 276-233-8083

Bus Ministry: 540-230-2485
www.pulaskigracemin.com

Email: pulaskigracemin@hotmail.com
Pastor Mike Williams
Children's Ministry

Aaron  & Becky Sampson 
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.
Children’s Church 10:30 a.m.

Children’s Free Breakfast 10:30 a.m.
Ages 5-12

Men’s & Women’s Ministry Wed. 6:30

Faith Bible Church
110 LaGrange Street, Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor: Jim Linkous
Associate Pastor: T.J. Cox

540-980-5433
www.facebook/faithbiblechurch

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.

Sunday Children’s Church: 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening: 6 p.m.

Wednesday Evening Bible Study: 7 p.m.
Children’s Meal: 6:30 p.m.

Children’s and Youth’s Group 
Classes: 7 p.m.

Proverbs is one of the three 
wisdom books of the Bible. Sol-
omon was one of the wisest men 
who ever lived, and in this chap-
ter he gives us bits of wisdom 
concerning 昀椀nances and various 
other things. 

Finances are addressed in the 
bible in many places. Finances 
are an important part of our 
lives. The bible teaches us how to 
live our lives in the most bene昀椀-
cial way possible. 

Proverbs 6:6-12. “Go to the 
ant, thou sluggard; consider her 
ways, and be wise: Which having 
no guide, overseer or ruler, provi-
deth her meat in the summer, and 
gathereth her food in the harvest. 
How long wilt thou sleep? Yet a 
little sleep, a little slumber a little 
folding of the hands to sleep: So 
shall thy poverty come as one 
that travelleth, and thy want as an 
armed man. So shall thy poverty 
come as one that travelleth, and 
thy want as an armed man.”  

A sluggard is a lazy person. 
A slothful person. A slacker. A 
loafer. A shirker. A freeloader. 
So this scripture, 昀椀rst of all, is 
warning those who are too lazy 
to work that they will experience 
di昀케cult times in 昀椀nances.

Please indulge me as I refer 
to an old story about the ant and 
the grasshopper from Aesop’s 
Fables. Although the story is 
only a fable, it teaches the virtues 
of hard work and planning for 
the future. I promise not to try to 
make this fable a part of the word 
of God, because it is not and nev-
er can be. I use it in this chapter 
because it does make a good 
point about the value of work. 

The ant worked hard stor-
ing up food for a time when 
food wouldn’t be growing. The 
grasshopper 昀椀ddled around, 
doing nothing to lay back food 
for times of a lean season.  The 
grasshopper watched the ant 
at work, and laughed at the ant 
which was working. All the 
while he was singing his song, 
dancing, and 昀椀ddling his life 
away. When a season came 
around when food wasn’t readily 
available, the grasshopper be-
came very hungry and was about 
to starve to death. He begged the 
ant to give him some of the food 
the ant had stored away. The 
ant rebuked him for his idleness 
and basically told him, you sang 
and danced all summer long, so 
dance through the winter. The 
moral of the story is idleness 
brings want. If we will not work 
today, we are sure to hunger 
later. 

The bible teaches us not to be 
slothful in business. Paul told 
some loafers in 2 Thes. 3: 11, 12, 
“For we hear that there are some 
which walk among you disor-
derly, working not at all, but are 
busybodies. Now them that are 
such, we command and exhort 
by the Lord Jesus Christ, that 
with quietness they work and eat 
their own bread.” 

Proverbs 20:4 says “The slug-
gard will not plow by reason of 
the cold: therefore shall he beg in 
harvest, and have nothing.” 

The ant knew that if it didn’t 
work during the summer, it 
would have no food in the winter. 
It had no boss. It had no one to 
make it work. But what it did 
have was an instinct for survival 
that motivated it to work. The 
work ethic of the ant is an excel-
lent one for us to follow. 

“Consider the ways of the ant.” 
An ant will climb precipitous 
walls, will venture into hazard-
ous places, search barns, caves 
and gardens, often at their own 
peril, to lay up stores for them-
selves to draw from when the 
season of plenty expires. 

Here’s a good point. If we’ll 
work hard, God will prosper the 
work of our hands and we’ll have 
food in our pantries and not have 
to depend on someone else’s la-

Lessons of 
Life From 
Solomon

See MCCRAW, page B7

Church Directory

Grace Episcopal Church
210 4th Street, Radford, 24141

639-3494
Rev. Deacon William Yagel 
Service: 10:30AM Sundays

Email: o昀케ce@graceradford.org
http://www.graceradford.org

Facebook: Grace Episcopal Church
Morning Prayer services at 8:00am and 

10:30am (live stream of service available)

Max Creek Baptist Church
3000 Old Route 100 Road, Draper, Va. 24324

www.maxcreek.org
www.facebook.com/maxcreekbaptist

Senior Pastor: Mike Coleman
Youth Minister: Charlie Prince

Sunday Services
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Morning Worship: 11 a.m.
Teen Social and Class: 5 p.m.

Evening Worship: 6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study & Classes:7 p.m.

Pulaski Church of God
1621 Bob White Boulevard

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor Donald Jones

540-980-8880
www.pulaskicog.church

Sunday Services
Sunday Life Groups: 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Wednesdays Midweek Connect: 7 p.m.

Randolph Avenue 
United Methodist Church

1607 Randolph Avenue
Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Elston McLain
Worship Service: 11 a.m.
Phone: (540) 980-8775

Pulaski Christian Church, Inc.
4531 Brookmont Road, Pulaski, VA 24301

www.pulaskichristianchurch.com/
Rev. Kathy Warden, Pastor,

(540) 250-2974
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m.
Worship 7 p.m.

Monday Bible Study
7 to 9 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study
7 p.m.

First Baptist Church
220 Magazine Street
Pulaski, VA  24301

540-980-3336
Email: 昀椀rstbaptist220@gmail.com

Pastor: Rev, Douglas Patterson
Sunday School  10 a.m.

Sunday Worship  11 a.m.
Monday’s Child Youth Group, Monday 

Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study  6:30 p.m.

Dora Highway Baptist Church
321 Dora Highway
Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor: Harry Gunter
Worship Service: 11 a.m.
Phone: (540) 320-0738

Dublin Christian Church
5605 Dunlap Road

P. O. Box 1330
Dublin, VA 24084

(540) 674-8434
www.dublinchristianchurch.com

Greg “Scooter” Breisch
Minister

Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Youth and Children’s 

Meetings 5:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study, Youth and 
Children’s Classes 7:00 p.m.

Snowville Christian Church 
(DOC - Disciples of Christ)

5436 Lead Mine Rd.
Hiwassee, VA 24347
Pastor:  Jerry King

Website:  
www.SnowvilleChristianChurch.com

(and Facebook)
O昀케ce: 540-633-3761

Email: 
o昀케ce@SnowvilleChristianChurch.com

Sunday Worship Service:  11:00 a.m.
Sunday School:  10:00 a.m.

Thursday Bible Study:  6:00 p.m.
“Inspiring hope, helping people grow their 

faith, and sharing God’s love with others!”

Dublin United Methodist Church
P.O. Box 577

424 East Main Street
Dublin, VA 24084

Pastor:  Rev. Don Shelor
540.674.5128

email:  dublinumc@gmail.com
Sunday Worship Times:  9:00 & 11:00 am

Sunday School:  10:00 am

New Hope Chapel
1555 Case Knife Road, Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor Darrell Gray
(276) 733-6080
Service Times

10 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Sunday Service

Community Christian Church
5382 Grace Street, Dublin VA, 24084

540-674-4308
Pastor: Bill Neeley

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service 10:45 a.m.



The Patriot - February 3, 2023 - Page B7
Family Worship Center

First Pentecostal Holiness
955 Memorial Drive, Pulaski 

980-7287
www.fwcpulaski.church

Je昀昀 Willhoite, Pastor
Sunday School 9:45 am

Sunday Worship 10:45 am
KidsZone 10:45 am

Alpha & Omega Pentecostal Spanish service 
10:45 am

Sunday Evening Worship 6 pm

Pulaski First Church of the Brethren
1749 Newbern Road
Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor Frank Peters
Sunday School: 9:45

Worship: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

980-3798

New Hope Church
3050 Lee Highway

Pulaski, VA 24301 (540) 980-5506
(Mon. - Fri., 9 a.m.-1 p.m.)
Pastor Randy Lawrence Jr.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Evenings 7 pm 

THRIVE Teen Class
Children’s  Special Activitiy Classes

Adults: Worship/Prayer Services

bor to get us through tough times. 
I fully realize that some are not 

able to work due to health prob-
lems or other issues beyond their 
control, and this message is not 
referring to them. This message 
refers to those who are too lazy or 
too tri昀氀ing to work and earn their 
own living. 

We are to work to earn our own 
living, if we are able to work, and 
not allow ourselves to become 
a burden on others. If we lay 
around sleeping our lives away, 
while we should be out earning 
a living for ourselves and our 
families, we’re going to end up in 
poverty. 

Many make lame excuses for 
not working, such as the ones in 
Proverbs 26:13. “The slothful man 
says, there is a lion in the way: 
a lion in the streets. As the door 
turneth upon his hinges, so doth 
the slothful person upon his bed. 
The slothful hideth his hand in his 
bosom; it grieveth him to bring it 
again to his mouth. The sluggard 
is wiser in his own conceit than 
seven men that can render a 
reason.”  

We can convince ourselves 
of almost anything if we have a 
mind to do so. To me, there is no 
good excuse for being too lazy to 
work for a living. 

Here’s a 昀氀imsy excuse, 
“There’s a lion in the streets.” 
This example is of a man who 
is too lazy to go to work and 
his excuse is, there’s a lion in 
the streets and if I go out there, 
he’ll devour me. Lions live in the 
jungle, not in the streets or among 
civilized society. A weak excuse 
such as this to prevent one from 
working to earn a living, will lead 
to poverty. 

Paul looked at a person who 
is too lazy to work as not being 
worthy of receiving food from 
others. “If a man will not work, 
neither shall he eat.” ( 2 Thes: 
3:10 ) Someone once said, “Some 
excuse is better than none.” But 
I disagree. A lame excuse shows 
the senselessness  of the person 
using it. He is even too lazy to 
think up a believable excuse. He 
is too feeble minded to know 
that others will not accept a lame 
excuse as a valid excuse.

Continued from Page B6

McCraw

Drugs are a dead-end road
From the writings of the Rev. 

Billy Graham

Q: I’m a rather timid person 
and it has led me to experiment 
with drugs and the occult. 
While I don’t recommend it for 
everyone, it does help in some 
cases, yet it is scary to think of 
where it can lead. I have found 
some comfort in hearing that 
the Bible is silent on these sub-
jects. - D.O.

A: The Bible condemns the 
use of any substance that alters 
or distorts our thinking (includ-
ing alcohol, which was the most 

common drug in ancient times). 
Many people do not realize that 
the Greek word used in the New 
Testament to designate a sorcerer 
or a person who practices occult 
magic is pharmakeus, meaning 
one who mixed drugs and used 
them to induce spells.

One of the characteristics of 
some drugs (such as cocaine) 
is that they make a person feel 
strong and alert, when in fact the 
opposite is the case. Don’t be 
deceived. This is a dead-end road, 
in spite of what others may say.

The Bible says, “Be sober, be 
vigilant; because your adver-

sary the devil walks about like a 
roaring lion, seeking whom he 
may devour. Resist him” (1 Peter 
5:8-9). The Lord strengthens His 
people to 昀氀ee from these things. 
Turning to Jesus and repenting 
of sin and receiving Him as Lord 
and Master of life is the wisest 

choice anyone will ever make on 
Earth. Belonging to Him brings 
His Holy Spirit power to help 
escape everything that is against 
living a life in obedience to Him. 
If our minds and hearts are not 
昀椀lled with God’s truth, some-
thing else will take His place: 
false religions and philosophies, 
cynicism, occultism, drugs -- the 
list is endless. But when we bathe 
our minds in Scripture and cover 
our hearts in prayer, He is near to 
all who call on Him.

(This column is based on the 
words and writings of the late 
Rev. Billy Graham.)

Bible
Tr ivia

1. Is the book of Ruth (KJV) 
in the Old or New Testament or 
neither?

2. From 2 Samuel, who com-
manded the rebel army when 
Absalom rebelled against Da-
vid? Arioch, Abner, Abishai, 
Amasa

3. In the Old Testament, who 
said, “Speak, Lord; for thy ser-
vant heareth”? Noah, Isaiah, 
Samuel, Adam

4. Who wrote most of the 
Proverbs? David, Solomon, 
Paul, Isaiah

5. What’s the Sea of Gali-
lee called in John 6? Tiberias, 
Dead, Jordan, Geneva

6. Who was the mate of Zip-
porah? Hosea, Amos, Moses, 
Malachi

ANSWERS: 1) Old, 2) 
Amasa, 3) Samuel (1 Samuel 
3:9), 4) Solomon, 5) Tiberias, 
6) Moses

Comments? More Trivia? 
Gift ideas? Visit www.Trivia-
Guy.com.

Amazing Grace Ministries
4892 Veterans Hill Road

Pulaski, VA
Pastor Todd Garwood

(540) 250-3741
ttgarwood674@gmail.com

First Baptist Church
325 Randolph Avenue

Pulaski, Va.
Pastor: Dr. Henry Fiske

Phone: 980-6565
fbcpulaskiva@gmail.com
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.

Pathway to Heaven Worship Center
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 434

Dublin, VA 24084
Physical Address: 7889 Cleburne Blvd.

Dublin, VA 24084
Pastor Winfred Keene - Phone 540-239-8092

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship: 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship: 6 p.m.

Tuesday Evening Worship Service: 7 p.m.

THANK YOU!
To Our Advertising

Sponsors

St. Edwards Catholic Church
Corner of N. Washington Ave. and

7th Street N.W., Pulaski
Phone: 980-6511
Fax: 980-6511

Priest: Fr. Francis Boateng
Mass: 11 a.m. Sunday

Warriors for Christ II
Bishop Sherman Buckner

600 Skyline Circle
Pulaski, VA 
540-315-2317

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Worship: 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Thursday: 7 p.m. Service

Trinity Baptist Church
4008 Robinson Tract Road

Pulaski, VA 24301 
Telephone: 980-8186

Pastor Johnny Howlett
Sunday Worship - 10 a.m.

Sunday Bible Study - 6 p.m.
Wednesday - Adult Bible Study and Youth 

Group - 7 p.m.

Bob White Boulevard Baptist Church
3826 Bob White Boulevard

Pulaski, VA.

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Preaching: 11 a.m.

Sunday Evening: 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service: 7:30 p.m.

FUNDAMENTAL

First Dublin Presbyterian Church (ECO)
409 Church Street, Dublin, Va. 24084

P.O. Box 2027, Dublin, Va. 24084
昀椀rst-dublin-presbyterian-church-eco.com 

Pastor: 
Mary Ann Armbrister

Sunday Worship: 10:45 a.m.

Aldersgate United Methodist
1946 Medallion Drive

Pulaski, VA 24301
(540) 980-1349

Pastor Jim Goddard
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.

First Christian Church of Pulaski
524 N Je昀昀erson Ave

Pulaski, VA 24301-4618
(540) 980-7144

www.昀椀rstchristianpulaski.org
Pastor: Timothy Moore

Men’s Sunday School:10 am
Worship: 11 am

New Dublin Presbyterian Church
5331 New Dublin Church Road

Dublin, VA 24084
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Worship: 11 a.m.
Phone: 540-674-6147
www.newdublin.org

Remember 
Your Loved 
One On A 

Special Day
With An

In Memoriam
Notice

In 
The Patriot

Call 
540-808-3949
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PLACE A CARD OF THANKS
Thank those who helped and supported you 

during your time of loss with a 

CARD OF THANKS
In The Patriot

540-808-3949 or ads@pcpatriot.com

1. GEOGRAPHY: Where is Mount 
Fuji located?

2. MOVIES: What is the material used 
in Captain America’s shield?

3. MUSIC: Who wrote the lyrics to the 
1961 “West Side Story” movie?

4. SCIENCE: Which color has the lon-
gest wavelength?

5. HISTORY: When did the United 
States outlaw child labor?

6. TELEVISION: Who played the 
leading role in the legal series “Ally 
McBeal”?

7. AD SLOGANS: Which fast-food 
chain tells customers that “We have the 
meats”?

8. LITERATURE: What is the setting 
for the “Divergent” novel series?

9. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: Which 
animal represents the 2023 Chinese 
zodiac year?

10. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is a 
group of butterflies called?

© 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.

Answers
1. Japan.
2. Vibranium.
3. Stephen Sondheim.
4. Red.
5. 1938.
6. Calista Flockhart.
7. Arby's.
8. Chicago.
9. The rabbit.
10. A kaleidoscope.

Posting DateJanuary 30, 2023

OLIVE

After 30 years of delivering comic strips full of humor and charming insight into rural America, Mike Marland has decided 
to retire “R.F.D.” We wish Mike well in retirement and thank him for his many years of service. This will be his Final strip.

Miss An Issue?
See it online at www.pcpatriot.com

Click on ‘View The Paper’
And Select the Date.
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Current Vacancies
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It’s not as di昀케cult 
as you think

Dear Dave,
I’m single, and I make 

$35,000 a year. Next year, my 
salary and bonuses should be 
around $50,000. I have a little 
over $30,000 in debt right 
now, including student loans, 
and I’m not sure how I’ll be 
able to keep up with bills and 
everything else right now if 
I have to save $1,000 for a 
starter emergency fund like 
you recommend. Can I get by 
with a starter emergency fund 
of $500?

J onas
Dear Jonas,
I really think you’re making 

this whole thing sound a lot 
harder than it really is. They 
key is making and living on a 
budget, and that’s not rocket 
science. It’s a simple, written 
planning process where you 
give a name and a job to every 
dollar you make before the 
month begins. 

Food, shelter, clothing, 
transportation and utilities are 
necessities, so they come 昀椀rst. 
After that, make sure you’re 
current on your debts. Once all 
that is out of the way, put every 
spare dollar you can into your 
emergency fund. If you do this 
with a sense of urgency, and 
limit spending to necessities, 
you’ll be surprised by how fast 
it will happen. And you’ll love 
the newfound sense of security.

The truth is you really need 
a starter emergency fund of 
$1,000 if you’re at a point in 
life where student loans and 
other debts are in the picture. 
That may seem like an im-

possible goal right now, but it 
should be your 昀椀rst priority. 
And a written, monthly budget 
will go a long way toward help-
ing you achieve that goal.

You can do this, Jonas!
— Dave

 
 * Dave Ramsey is an eight-

time national best-selling au-
thor, personal 昀椀nance expert, 
and host of The Ramsey Show, 
heard by more than 18 million 
listeners each week. He has 
appeared on Good Morning 
America, CBS This Morning, 
Today Show, Fox News, CNN, 
Fox Business, and many more. 
Since 1992, Dave has helped 
people regain control of their 
money, build wealth and 
enhance their lives. He also 
serves as CEO for Ramsey 
Solutions.

PULSE
Feb. 4

Children’s Valentine Activity 
Day
From 12-2 p.m. is Children’s Val-
entine Activity Day.  We will have 
a station to make Valentine Cards, 
a station to make a craft, a station 
to decorate a sugar and a snack sta-
tion.  This is open to all of the chil-
dren in the community.  Come and 
have some fun making Valentine’s.

Feb. 9

Virginia Tenant Rights and Re-
sponsibilities FREE WEBINAR
Hosted by SW VA Legal Aid Soci-
ety. Access to housing is an essen-
tial right of all people. The 
ability to maintain those rights re-
quires both tenants and landlords to 
follow the law, but sometimes ten-
ants require protection from unjust 
evictions. This session will address 
Virginia and Federal laws that as-
sist landlords, tenants, and home-
owners with issues surrounding 
housing access in the Common-
wealth of Virginia. 
February 9, 10 a.m. Must register 
at www.svlas.org/virginiatenants.
com  or go to our website, www.
svlas.org, and navigate to News & 
Events. 
If you need assistance in registering 
or have any questions, please con-
tact Gary Cody, gcody@svlas.org, 
276-783-8300, ext. 2011. 

Feb. 14

Sons of Confederate Veterans
The Sons of Confederate Veterans, 
Stuart Horse Artillery Camp 1784 
will meet on Tuesday, February 14, 
7pm at Aly’s Family Italian Restau-
rant on 3204 Riner Road. Members 
of the United Daughters of the Con-
federacy (UDC) are also invited to 
attend. Mr. John Winebarger, SCV 
Virginia 6th Brigade Commander, 
will speak on “Confederate Sur-
geons”.  If Montgomery County 
Public Schools are closed on Tues-
day or Wednesday of this week due 
to weather, the meeting is cancelled. 
For further information, please call 
540-320-4315 or 540-239-9864.

On going:
Alcohol Anonymous

FIND US AT THESE LOCATIONS!
From Barren Springs to Radford,
You Can Find A Patriot Near You.
But Don’t Wait ... They Go Fast!

138 N. Je昀昀erson Avenue, Pulaski, VA 24301 • Mailing: P.O. Box 2416, Pulaski, VA 24301 
540-808-3949 • www.pcpatriot.com • news@pcpatriot.com

Pulaski
Star Barber Shop
Foothills Chiropractic
New River Medical Group
Fast Shop I
Tom’s
Al’s on First
Grand Pa -Grand Ma
Fine Arts Center
Martin’s Pharmacy
Pulaski County Library
Glenn Insurance
Pulaski Family Dentistry
New River Valley Medicine
Rusty’s Custom Lumber
OK Barber Shop
Laundry Mat
Kim’s Family Hair Care
Sanimode Barber Shop
Emmanuel Christian Bookstore
Speedway
Hardees
Tractor Supply
Tha Dawg House
Compadres
Food Lion

Pulaski Village
Walgreens
LewisGale Hospital Pulaski
Pulaski Health & Rehab
YMCA
Fast Shop II
Hayden Electric & Plumbling
Poor Boys
1st Pawn
Food City
Laundry Mat
Webb Donald State Farm
Towne House
Ike’s Auto Sales
Downtown Exxon
Shop Eez (Lighthouse)
The Wedding Center
Cougar Express
Family Market and Corner Deli
Patriot O昀케ce

Dublin
Bradley Ridge Apartments
Newbern Exxon
PC Visitor’s Center
Makin’ Waves

NAPA
Walgreens
Martin’s Pharmacy
Country Styles
Laundry Mat
T.A. Produce
NRV Lube
Kangaroo
Sleep Inn
McGuire’s Campground
Papa John/7-11
Subway (Walmart)
El Ranchero
T.J.’s
Shop Eez (Rt. 100)
Patty’s Kitchen
Dublin Storage
Gobble Stop
Highland Ridge
Bucko’s
NRCC
Dublin Station

Draper
Draper Post O昀케ce
Bryson’s Store

Fairlawn
Ramey’s Gun Shop
Kroger
Foodette
Bucko’s
Laundry Mat
Sal’s Jr.

Radford
Radford Drug
Sal’s
Cook’s Clean Center
Tha Dawg House
P.R. Sturgill
Rec Center
Food Lion
Brad’s Barber Shop

Barren Springs
Gobble Stop
Sai Mart

The Patriot
Is Available 
FREE
Each Friday 
At These
Locations In 
Pulaski, Dublin, 
Fairlawn, 
Radford, 
Draper and
Barren Springs:

Locally Owned & Operated Since 2009

Alcohol Anonymous meet Mon-
days at 8 p.m. (closed meeting); 
Wednesday (noon) and Thursday 
at 8 p.m. (open meetings) at Pulas-
ki Presbyterian Church of Ameri-
ca located at 975 Memorial Drive. 
Contact number is 540-440-0066. 

Pulaski Al-Anon Family Group 
Pulaski Al-Anon Family Group 
(a support group for friends and 
families of alcoholics) meet every 
Monday night at 8 p.m. at Pulaski 
Presbyterian Church of America 
located at 975 Memorial Drive. 
Contact number 540-818-0621. 

Hiwassee Fire Department La-
dies Auxiliary in Need of Funds
The Hiwassee Fire Department 
Ladies Auxiliary is in need of do-
nations for the mowing and upkeep 
of the Trail cemetery in Hiwassee. 
If you have a family member that is 
buried in this cemetery and would 
like to make a donation you may 
mail your contribution to Peggy 
Cregger PO Box 164, Hiwassee, 
VA 24347.

Lifestyles Changes
Our Lifestyles Changes weight loss 
group meets every Monday from 
4-6 p.m. at the Free Memorial Li-

brary on Giles Avenue in Dublin. 
For more information, call Bill at 
813-1605.

Celebrate Recovery
Celebrate Recovery is a 
Christ-centered 12-step program 
where people gain freedom, heal-
ing and accountability for life’s 
hurts, habits, and hang-ups. Group 
Meeting at 6:15pm every Thurs-
day at Valley Harvest Ministries, 
1 Harvest Place, Dublin.

Heritage Cares Food still dis-
tributing food
Heritage Cares Food Pantry at 
Heritage Church is still distribut-
ing food on Thursdays from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. The church is located a 
half-mile past the New River Val-
ley Airport on Route 100 North of 
Dublin.

Shepherd gains 
degree from 
James Madison

Pulaski resident graduates from 
James Madison University

HARRISONBURG -- Linda 
Shepherd of Pulaski graduated 
with a degree(s) in Nursing Practice 
from James Madison University 
during commencement exercises in 
December 2022.

Shepherd was among almost 900 
students who received undergradu-
ate and graduate degrees.

Founded in 1908, James Madi-
son University is a public university 
located in Virginia’s Shenandoah 
Valley. JMU is one of the nation’s 
leading lights in higher education.


