
Locally Owned And Operated

Distributed FREE On Fridays For 13 Years

Valley Sta昀케ng Inc.Valley Sta昀케ng Inc.
Wright Ave., Dublin, Va.Wright Ave., Dublin, Va.

540-674-3103 540-674-3103     
EEO  Apply Online www.valleysta昀케ngjobs.com  DRUG FREE

127 IMMEDIATE OPENINGS127 IMMEDIATE OPENINGS
Jobs Available in Pulaski, Dublin, 

Wythe, Montgomery, Salem, Giles and
Radford Areas

All Shifts Available - Pick Your Shift
Starting Pay From $14.00 to $19.50 Per Hour

Some Jobs Are Entry Level With 
No Experience Needed.

Come In Today - Go To Work Tomorrow!
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Celebrating 141 
years of service, 
and family owned.

Traditional services 
with traditional 
values.

Accepting 
pre-arrangements 
from other
 funeral homes.

Financing for 
funerals available

415 N. Je昀昀erson Avenue • Pulaski, Va., 24301
S. Todd Bruce, Manager/Owner

540-980-1700

www.pcpatriot.comMarch 31, 2023

WEEKEND WEATHER

Saturday Sunday
Sunny, with a high near 62.

Sunday Night - Mostly clear, 
with a low around 40.

Mostly cloudy, then gradually 
becoming sunny, with a high 
near 69. Breezy. Chance of 
precipitation is 70%. 

Saturday Night - Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 36. Breezy.

Semper FiSemper Fi

Seamless Gutter,Seamless Gutter,
Painting & Staining Painting & Staining 

ContractorContractor

Decks • Porches • Flooring • Pressure WashingDecks • Porches • Flooring • Pressure Washing

Randal Mor r isRandal Mor r is
USMC VetUSMC Vet
Owner  OperatorOwner  Operator
Licensed & InsuredLicensed & Insured
540-250-2288540-250-2288

semper昀椀paintingstaining@gmail.comsemper昀椀paintingstaining@gmail.com

Supervisors hear pleas to 
fund raises for teachers
By MIKE WILLIAMS
The Patriot

The recently proposed school 
budget for next year, with its $2 
million request for additional local 
dollars to fund a 7 percent raise for 
teachers and sta昀昀, took centerstage 
during Monday’s meeting of the 
Pulaski County Board of Supervi-
sors.

While the school budget was 
not on the meeting agenda, several 
school teachers and others used the 
meeting’s public comment period to 
urge supervisors to grant the school 
board’s request for additional funds 
for the raises.

Pulaski County Education Asso-
ciation President Candace Castel-
luccio was the 昀椀rst to address the 
board on the issue. 

Castelluccio said her request for 
an additional two minutes to speak 
for over 700 school employees – 
above the allowed three minutes – 
had been denied, so she could not 
provide the same speech she had 

given at an earlier school board 
meeting.

She did, however, repeat some 
details from that earlier speech, 
including results from a poll of 
education association members in 
regards to in昀氀ation, raises and jobs.

“Ninety-six percent of members 
responded that in昀氀ation has a昀昀ect-
ed their 昀椀nancial decisions,” Cas-
telluccio said. “Seventy-seven per-
cent said if they don’t receive a raise 
next year it would create or contin-
ue a 昀椀nancial hardship.  Sixty-昀椀ve 
percent said they were at least like-
ly to look for other employment if 
they don’t receive a raise.”

“Numbers don’t always tell the 
entire story,” she said. “It’s not just 
about numbers, its personal,” Cas-
telluccio said, noting she had re-
ceived pages of details from PCEA 
members about how in昀氀ation had 
a昀昀ected their households and how 
not receiving raise would make 
matters worse.

Following her comments, Su-
pervisors Chairman Laura Wal-

ters asked Castelluccio how many 
teachers in the county are mem-
bers of the education association.

“I don’t think we need to dis-
close that in a public forum,” Cas-
telluccio responded.

Walters responded that she 
would think the number would be 
“public knowledge.”

“It makes a huge di昀昀erence. 
When you say 75 percent is that 75 
percent of 15, is that 75 percent of 
a few hundred,” Walters wondered.

“I will reach out to our district 
attorney to see what their advice 
from counsel is. I was asked that 
by a reporter and we also decided 
not to disclose that as well,” Castel-
luccio responded.

“But I can assure you it is in the 
hundreds,” she added.

Pulaski resident Jill Williams 
praised her teachers and the educa-
tion she had received while grow-
ing up in Pulaski, noting that she 
had found in college she was in 
most ways just as well-prepared as 

See RAISES, page A3

Friends of Peak Creek group
cleans up with Tech’s Cadets
By WILLIAM PAINE
The Patriot

Last Sunday, the Friends of Peak 
Creek (FOPC) celebrated the 10th 
anniversary of their organization’s 
founding by partaking in a massive 
cleanup e昀昀ort at locations near the 
Gatewood Dam and Case Knife 
Road.

FOPC’s annual clean-up e昀昀ort 
was bolstered this year by the addi-
tion of 43 members of the Virgin-
ia Tech Bravo Company Corps of 
Cadets, as well as six members of 
the county’s Emergency Services 
Department and a few 昀椀re昀椀ghters 
from Pulaski County.

As part of the e昀昀ort, Pulaski 
County personnel placed a huge 
dumpster atop the road leading 
to Gatewood Park. From there, 
Friends of Peak Creek volunteers 
shuttled the cadets to several litter 

strewn spots on the roads leading to 
the dam and Gatewood Park.

Bob Conner was one of volun-
teers who made his pickup truck 
available to collect the various 
shapes and sizes of roadside refuse.  
Bravo Company cadets Graham 
Hudson of Blacksburg and Chris-
tian Seal of Manassas rode in the 
back and periodically hauled aban-
doned tires, box springs and sundry 
garbage into the truck’s bed. As 
they loaded the trash, a boom box 
placed atop a stack of tires blasted 
tunes by a country band called the 
Flatland Cavalry, which seemed an 
appropriate musical selection for a 
group of cadets. But why were they 
here in Pulaski County?

“We do community outreach, as 
part of our service commitment,” 
said Christian Seal.  “Some of us 
are pursuing civil service through 
FBI or policing, but most of us are 

pursuing military careers. So, as 
we’re cadets, we just kind of get 
out here and serve. It’s really cool 
for me as someone who is from 
northern Virginia to come to Pu-
laski County because we do so 
much on campus. I absolutely love 
the Tech community, but it’s cool 
to branch out and get our hands a 
little dirty.”

This is the second year in a row 
that Virginia Tech’s Corps Cadets 
came to assist FOPC in their clean-
up e昀昀orts. Last year, 50 cadets 
came to ful昀椀ll their service com-
mitment. As is always the case, 
the cadets found a wide variety of 
trash both large and small. Along 
with the occasional dead critter 
and the ubiquitous bottles of Jon-
ny Bootlegger bottles, the cadets 
posted at Gatewood found tons of 
tires, two toilets and a TV.

See FRIENDS, page A9
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62 E. Main Street, Pulaski • 980-5129
Monday-Tuesday, 8 a.m.-9 p.m.

Wednesday-Thursday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Friday, 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

PULASKI FAMILY 
DENTISTRY

Dr. Cindy Southern says,
“Be true to your teeth,

or they’ll be false to you!”

www.pulaski昀氀owers.com

Tele昀氀ora’s 

Law O昀케ce Of
Spencer A. Rygas, P.C.Spencer A. Rygas, P.C.

Serving Your Legal Needs

For A List Of Our Services 
Please Visit Rygaslaw.com

36 3rd Street, N.W.
Pulaski, VA 24301

540-980-1111

Announcement to our 
Downtown Exxon, LLC Customers

E昀昀ective May 1, 2023, I (Steven R. Morris) will be closing my business and joining forces with Conny 
Oil #2 as a driver and cease operation of my business at 521 E. Main Street, Pulaski, Va. location. Conny 
Oil #2 has been delivering home heating fuels since 2005 to the Pulaski County and Montgomery 
County areas. They are located at 425 W. Commerce Street, Pulaski, Va. Our phone number is Conny 
Oil #2 at 540-980-1160.

What does this mean for the customer? If you call Downtown Exxon, LLC at 540-980-5467 someone 
may answer as Conny Oil. You will need to set up your account with Conny Oil #2, so when you call 
for delivery, Conny Oil #2 will have you in our database. When your fuel is delivered it may be me 
(Steven R. Morris) or one of the Conny Oil #2 delivery drivers, but you will continue to get the excellent 
customer service you have come to expect. If you have questions, please feel free to call (540-980-1160) 
or stop by Conny Oil #2 at 425 W. Commerce Street, Pulaski, Va.

We look forward to servicing your fuel needs in the future.

Donna Edwards, O昀케ce Manager Conny Oil #2
425 W. Commerce Street
Pulaski, VA 24301

Steven R. Morris, Owner/Operator Downtown Exxon, LLC (until April 30, 2023)
521 E. Main Street
Pulaski, VA 24301

Local Fishermen 
Moving On To 
State Tourney

The Pulaski County Board of 
Supervisors on Monday night 
recognized Dawson Lytton and 
Collier Alderman on finishing in 
first place in the recent Bass 
Nation of Virginia Youth Junior 
Tournament at Philpott Lake. 
With the win the two qualify for 
the state tournament. The board 
members presented a $300 dona-
tion to the state tournament in 
their honor. Also representing 
Pulaski in the Regional 
Tournament were Kipton 
Vipperman and Trenton Miller, 
Jessee Rupe and Kaden Duncan, 
Evan Eastridge, and Tripp Calvin 
and Jacob Spencer!

Mike Williams/The Patriot

Jury duty pay, more bills signed this week by Youngkin
By Madison Hirneisen

(The Center Square) – Facing a 
Monday deadline to act on bills 
passed by the Virginia General 
Assembly, Gov. Glenn Youngkin 
signed hundreds of bills into law 
this week. 

Lawmakers in the Virginia 
General Assembly sent hundreds 
of bills to the governor’s desk 
during this legislative session. 
Here’s a look at a few bills the 
governor approved this week: 

JURY DUTY PAY 
Virginia is set to raise daily 

jury duty pay from $30 to $50 per 
day under a pair of bills signed by 
Youngkin this week, represent-

ing the 昀椀rst time in three decades 
the state is adjusting the rate. 

Del. Angelia Williams-Graves, 
D-Norfolk, previously told The 
Center Square that compromises 
on the measure ultimately came 
down to the budget. The original 
version of both bills would have 
raised jury duty pay to $100 per 
day. 

CLASSIFYING FENTANYL 
AS ‘WEAPON OF 

TERRORISM’
Virginia will de昀椀ne “any mix-

ture or substance containing a 
detectable amount of fentanyl” as 
a “weapon of terrorism” by law 
under a pair of bills approved by 
Youngkin this week. The measure 

also speci昀椀es anyone who “know-
ingly and intentionally” manufac-
tures or distributes a substance 
with a detectable amount of fen-
tanyl is guilty of a Class 4 felony 
– a charge that carries a sentence 
of two to 10 years, and a 昀椀ne of up 
to $100,000, as previously report-
ed by The Center Square. 

RENEWAL OF WHOLE-
SOME FOOD TAX CREDIT
Youngkin approved a bill this 

week that would renew and ex-
pand tax credits for farmers who 
donate surplus crops to nonpro昀椀t 
food banks. As previously report-
ed by The Center Square, each 
farmer could claim a maximum 
of $10,000 in tax credits for dona-

tions of food crops starting in the 
2023 tax year. 

The bill’s author, Del. Elizabeth 
Bennett-Parker, D-Alexandria, 
said in January the measure will 
bene昀椀t both farmers and food pan-
tries across the commonwealth. 

“Our farmers stand ready and 
willing to donate surplus food, 
but it has to make sense for their 
bottom lines as they incur many 
costs associated with harvesting, 
packing and transporting donated 
products,” Bennett-Parker said. 

UNIVERSITY HOUSING 
FOR FORMER FOSTER 

YOUTH
Public institutions of higher ed-

ucation will soon be required to 
provide access to university hous-
ing at no-cost during scheduled 
intercessions and holidays to any 

individual who meets the criteria 
for certain grants under Virginia 
law, including students who were 
in foster care when they turned 
18 and received a high school di-
ploma. 

Del. Anne Tata, R-Virginia 
Beach, the author of HB 1403, 
told lawmakers during a January 
hearing that between 400 and 
500 youth age out of foster care 
every year in Virginia. She said 
nationwide, about 3% of these 
youth go on to obtain a four-year 
degree, adding that during col-
lege breaks and holidays, “some 
of these children ended up in 
homeless shelters since they no 
longer had their foster home.” 

“This is a bill to allow youth 
to remain in their college or uni-
versity housing during holiday, 
spring or summer breaks,” Tata 
said. 

PARENTAL NOTIFICATION 
FOR BULLYING 

Public school boards across 
the state will soon be required to 
require principals to notify par-
ents of students involved in an 
alleged bullying incident within 
24 hours of learning of the al-
legation under a bill signed this 
week. Under current law, princi-
pals only have to notify parents 
of the status of an investigation 
into the alleged bullying incident 
within 昀椀ve days of when the alle-
gation was made. 
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“Love for Lena”
Fundraiser

Friday, April 7 and Saturday, April 8
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Select group of 1,000-plus 
gently used pocketbooks.

$5.00 Each
* Yard sale and other miscellaneous items also for sale.

*To be held at Webb Donald State Farm, 

2001 Bob White Boulevard, Pulaski

*All proceeds going to assist with Lena’s 

assisted living expenses.

If you cannot attend you can  go to the Go Fund Me site 

for  additional info! Lena Mitchell (Age “98”)

her college classmates were.
Williams said that nine years 

ago, she had convinced her hus-
band – who had been born and 
raised in the greater New York 
City area – to move to Pulaski and 
raise their children.

“I promised him Pulaski Coun-
ty schools are full of great teach-
ers and opportunities for our chil-
dren,” Williams stated.

“As I ponder the fact Pulaski 
County may not fund teacher rais-
es this year, and we may in fact 
have to cut programs and teacher 
positions due to a lack in local op-
erating funds, I’m scared I sold my 
husband a bill of goods,” Williams 
said.

“Please fund these raises so we 
can keep Pulaski County great,” 
she emplored the supervisors.

E.W. Harless said he agreed that 
teachers need a raise.

“I’m with them 100 percent,” he 
said.

“What I’m not in favor of is 
giving the teachers any more than 
what our county employees get,” 
Harless said, noting he believes 
teachers need step raises. 

“The schools can a昀昀ord their 
own newspaper … the superin-
tendent has his own private news-
paper. That’s probably to the sum 
of $90,000 counting bene昀椀ts. So, 
they can cut, too,” he added.

Harless said he had been in a 
union for 45 years and had served 
as a union steward. “I’ve heard it 
all from both sides,” he said.

“What I’ve learned is you have 
to work together, but you’re not go-
ing to be able to work together with 
all this trash talk. It’s not going to 
happen, and the school board is as 
guilty of it as anybody else.

“Until that stops there’s not  go-
ing to be a working relationship,” 
Harless said.

School teacher Angie Clevinger 
told supervisors she had endured a 
lot of economic hardship because 
she had decided to stay loyal to her 
school for 25 years.

“We have to have teachers who 
have licensure and experience 
who are quali昀椀ed. There is no loy-
alty when you’re 20-some years 
old and you’re not from Pulaski 
County and those relationships ha-
ven’t been built. Those people go 
across the river and get better pay,” 
Clevinger said.

“I do believe there’s a lot of 
peeing contests going on between 
boards. I get that. But that’s not 
okay to do when we’re talking 
about our children’s education. 
When we’re talking about the fu-
ture of our children.

“This is not up for debtate,” she 
said.

“A seven percent raise would be 
great to give to everyone … I hold 
two masters degrees. I have been 
in school for nine-plus years after 
high school. I can tell you why a 
child can’t read. I can diagnose 
their problem and give you a pre-
scription to 昀椀x it. Daggone it, I’m 
worth a seven percent raise. The 
people in my cafeteria are worth 
a seven percent raise. The people 
on the school bus are worth a sev-
en percent raise. I want everybody 
to get paid what they need to get 
paid. But when you are in Pulaski 
County and you go to school like 
I did and you come back and the 
appreciation you get is ‘we can’t 
do a seven percent raise.’ We do 
our children and our community 
a disservice. We’re never going 
to have anything but manufactur-
ing jobs and our kids are going to 
leave us. And we will not have any 
jobs,” she said. “We need to work 
together and educate our children, 
get more industries in here that are 
not just building things with our 
hands and move our children and 
our community forward into this 
century.”

Another teacher, Chad Owens, 
said “everything starts in Pulaski 
County from the ground up which 
is our students.”

“If we don’t have good teachers, 
then we’re not going to have qual-
ity young people moving forward 
that want to be here in this county. 

“I like many of the ways Pulaski 
County is moving,” Owens said. 
But we “have to make our educa-
tion system central. If we don’t, I 
believe everything else will fall 
short.”

Owens said he has seen excel-
lent teachers leave the county and 
wish they hadn’t left. 

“Only way to keep excellent 
young teachers is to pay them a lit-
tle more each year.

“Every job in this county is 

Continued from Page A1

Raises important … not trying to put one 
over another. But we’ve got to put 
extra value in our teachers,” he said.

Next it was the supervisors’ 
chance to respond.

“This board has supported teach-
er raises,” said Walters. “We’ve 
supported a full budget for teachers 
every year I’ve been elected. Mr. 
(Dirk) Compton as well. You’ve 
had other boards who have not, but 
we have.

“I agree teachers need raises. We 
want quali昀椀ed teachers. Unfortu-
nately, we don’t have an unlimited 
checkbook. Our county employees 
need raises too.” 

Walters said, at this  point, she 
isn’t sure who says the supervisors 
are not going to give teachers raises. 

“I hear from you that that is the 
case. But that is not true. The legis-
lature has not come in with its bud-
get, so we’re waiting on that [昀椀nal 
word on state funding]. We are just 
starting on our budget. We’ve had 
one budget meeting so far to work 
on our budget.

“So, at this point we don’t know 
what we are going to be able to do. 
And knowing the state we’re prob-
ably going to 昀椀nd out last minute 
what you’re going to get [ in state 
funding] and what we’re going to 
get. 

“But I think I can speak for ev-
eryone on this board, we do support 
good teachers and we know we 
need good teachers. And we will 
do all we can to help facilitate that,” 
Walter said.

“This board has consistently 
done that,” she continued. “So, if 
there’s a rumor out there that we’re 
not going to give you raises, that’s a 
rumor. Period! 

“I know there are those who say 
we haven’t fully funded you as well. 
We have fully funded every year. I 
don’t know that we can fully sus-
tain the amount of increase.

“As far as in昀氀ation goes, it af-
fects all of us. We know what you 
teachers are feeling. I’m on a 昀椀xed 
income. I know what it’s done to us 
and all of us. And there’s a lot of 
people less fortunate than all of us 
in this room.

“There’s not a whole lot we can 
do about that, but we do understand 
about in昀氀ation,” Walters said.

Massie Supervisor Mike Mooney 
said schools are very important to 
him.

“I ave four grandchildren in the 
school system. Schools are very 
important to me. School safety is 
important to me.

“We want to support the school 
system. We want good teachers. 
That’s my goal to have my grand-
kids here when they grow up and 
for them to stay here and thrive and 
work in this community.

“We support the school system. 
We’ve got some hurdles, but I think 
both boards need to work together 
and make it work for everybody. 
That’s my goal,” Mooney said.

Draper District’s Dirk Compton 
continued.

“I want to thank the teachers in 
here who taught my sons. I wouldn’t 
sell you short for anything. Your ex-
cellence is as good as any. My boys 
are being successful going through 
school now,” Compton said.

“When I joined the board I said 
I wanted us to do economic devel-
opment in this county because the 
more businesses we bring in the 
more people will have jobs. We’re 
trying a balanced approach by 
bringing in businesses to keep  our 
taxes low. We want to support our 
kids,” he said.

County Administrator Jonathan 
Sweet said the issue isn’t about 
numbers, it’s about children.

“I know this board. I know your 
hearts and your minds. I know you 
are going to do everything you can 
to support public education … for 
my children, for teachers and for 
the sake of this community.

“Rhetoric and fear mongering – 
all those things – should not play a 
role in doing what is right and I’m 
con昀椀dent this board is going to do 
what’s right.

“I would love to be able to work 
strategically, creatively and re-
sourcefully with my counterpart in 
the school system to 昀椀gure out the 
solutions that will be necessary to 
not just e昀昀ect a seven percent raise, 
but to make i.t sustainable. To make 
it as bene昀椀cical to not just the teach-
ers in the school system, but to the 
students and the taxpayers. To look 
at it holistically.

 “Everything that was said to-
night I don’t think is arguable. It 
is so much more than numbers,” 
Sweet said.

Springfest
Cancelled

The 2023 Pulaski County 
Springfest event, scheduled 
April 1st, 2023 at Randolph 
Park, has been cancelled.  

 The National Weather Ser-
vice reports high con昀椀dence 
that our area will experience 
40 MPH sustained winds, with 
gusts up to 50 MPH, from 12-7 
PM on Saturday.  As a point of 
reference, these projected winds 
are more intense than what we 
experienced in our area last 
weekend, when many in our 
area were without power for ex-
tended periods.  

In partnering closely with 
the Pulaski County Emergency 
Management team, we have de-
termined our outdoor in昀氀atable 
attractions and activities to not 
be safe for operations in these 
conditions.  Although this has 
been an incredibly di昀케cult de-
cision, the safety of our Pulaski 
County youth is 昀椀rst priority.  

DOWN EAST BOYS
In Concert 

Grace Ministries
1021 Macgill Street

Pulaski, Va.

Friday
March 31, 2023

7 p.m.

NRCC holds Campus 
Cruise-In in April

New River Community College’s Campus Cruise-In will be held on 
Saturday, April 8, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. in parking lot H at NRCC in 
Dublin.

The Campus Cruise-In will feature classic cars from regional car club 
members. The event is sponsored by the NRCC automotive technology 
department, and automotive students will judge the cars. Trophies will be 
awarded for the 昀椀rst three places.

The event is family-friendly, open to the public and free of charge.
Registration will be held on the day of the event and is $5 per car for 

those interested in entering the competition. Call (540) 674-3600, ext. 
4285 for more information.

Place A Card Of Thanks
Thank those who helped and supported you during your time 
of loss with a Card of Thanks in The Patriot. 540-808-3949
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Card Of Thanks
We would like to express our gratitude to the 
many friends, relatives and neighbors for the 
kindness shown in the passing of our loved one, 
Agnes Dishon Smith.
For the many prayers, beautiful 昀氀owers, food and 
words of sympathy, we will be forever grateful.

We also send our sincere appreciation to 
Dr. Knotresha F. Stewart, MD of 
River Valley Healthcare, the sta昀昀 of 
LewisGale Hospital Pulaski and 
LewisGale Hospital Salem for the 
excellent care and compassion 
shown.

May God continue to bless 
you all. 

Charles Smith and Family.

ADRIANNA NICOLE 
LAKEY 

Adrianna Nicole Lakey, age 10 
of Pulaski passed away Friday, 
March 24, 2023 at the Duke Med-
ical Center. Born July 14, 2012 in 
Blue昀椀eld, WV, she was the daugh-
ter of Robert Adam Lakey & Tam-
my Lynn Weddle Lakey.

 Adrianna is survived by her
 Parents – Robert Adam & Tam-

my Lynn Lakey
 Paternal Grandmother – Brenda 

Lawrence – Pulaski
 Special Pet – Baby girl
 Brothers – Nicholas Lakey – 

Pulaski, Cameron Lakey – Pulaski
 Sister – Kateyln Longworth
 Many aunts, uncles, nieces and 

nephews and hundreds of friends 
and followers

 All the special people, doctors 
and nurses at Duke Medical Center

 Funeral services will be held 
7:00 PM – Friday, March 31, 2023 
at the Bower Funeral Home-Chap-
el, Pulaski.

 The family will receive friends 
from 4:00 PM until service time 
Friday at the Funeral Home.

To sign Adrianna’s online guest-
book, visit www.bowerfuneral-
home.com

 Bower Funeral Homes, Pulaski 
is handling the arrangements for 
the family.

ROY EDWARD TAYLOR 
Roy Edward Taylor, age 69 of 

Dublin passed away Wednesday, 
March 22, 2023 at his home.

Born March 18, 1954 in Mont-
gomery County, he is the son of 
Charlie A. Taylor and

the late Margaret Yates Taylor. 
He was also preceded in death by 
two brothers, Lynn Taylor and 
Thomas Taylor.

He is retired from RAAP with 
over 21 years of service.  He also 
worked part-time at Quality Inn, 
Dublin.

 He is survived by
His wife 43 years– Donna Tay-

lor – Dublin
 His Children-
Kevin (Sue) Morgan- Draper
Laurie Webb-Dublin
 Grandchildren-
Derek Morgan, Alyssa Morgan 

and Justin Perkins, Sierra Webb 
and Cory Dalton, Dylan Webb 
and Lauren Linkous.

 Great Grandchildren
Tristan Godric Morgan, Salem 

Gray Morgan and Persephone 
(Percy) Webb.

 Sister
Danah (John) Howell
 Brothers
Charlie (Vickie) Taylor, Jr and 

Larry (Debbie) Taylor
 Numerous Nephews Nieces, 

and friends
 Special friend– Bhavesh Patel 

and his work buddy, Ernie
 Funeral services were held 

Thursday, March 30, 2023 in 
the Bower Funeral Home Chap-
el, Pulaski. Burial followed in 
the Memorial Christian Church 
Cemetery, Draper.

 To sign his online guestbook, 
visit www.bowerfuneralhome.
com

Bower Funeral Home, Pulaski 
is handling the arrangements for 
the family.

VERNA JUANITA 
BLANKENSHIP 

Verna Juanita Blankenship, age 
98 of Dublin passed away Satur-
day, March 25, 2023 at the Pulaski 
Health and Rehabilitation Center. 
Born March 3, 1925 in Oklaho-
ma, she was the daughter of the 
late Charles Bell and Hattie Rog-
ers Bell. She was also preceded in 
death by her husband of 66 years, 
Theodore William “TW” Blanken-
ship and son, William Blankenship.

 Verna is survived by her
 Children
Pam Leonard – Dublin
Dale Blankenship – Pulaski
Pat Lopez – TX
David Blankenship – TX
Rick Blankenship – TX
 Numerous Grandchildren and 

Great Grandchildren
 Funeral services were held  

Tuesday, March 28, 2023 at the 
Bower Funeral Home-Chapel, Pu-
laski with Pastor Cameron Mitchell 
o昀케ciating. Interment followed at 
the Thornspring UMC Cemetery, 
Dublin.

 To sign her online guestbook, 
visit www.bowerfuneralhome.com

 Bower Funeral Homes, Pulaski 
is handling the arrangements for 
the family.

MARGARET ELIZABETH 
AKERS HARNISH 

Margaret Elizabeth Akers Har-
nish, age 77 of Pulaski passed away 
Thursday, March 23, 2023 at her 
home. Born June 21, 1945 in Wythe 
County she was the daughter of the 
late Hansel & Mary Rakes Akers. 
She was also preceded in death by 
her son, Ray Melvin Harnish, Jr.

 Margaret is survived by her
 Husband
Ray Melvin Harnish – Pulaski
 Daughter
Kim Marie Byers – SC
Melissa Ann Surratt – Max 

Meadows
 7 Grandchildren
6 Great Grandchildren
1 Great Great Grandchildren
 Memorial services will be held 

1:00 PM – Thursday, April 13, 
2023 at the Pulaski Church of God 
with Bishop Donald Jones o昀케ciat-
ing. The family will receive friends 
one hour before service time that 
Thursday at the Church.

 There will also be a memorial 
service 1:00 PM – Monday, April 
17, 2023 at the Reamstown Church 
of God, 400 Pfautz Hill Road, Ste-
vens, PA 17578. The family will re-
ceive friends one hour  before ser-
vice time Monday at the Church.

 To sign Margaret’s online guest-
book, visit www.bowerfuneral-
home.com

Bower Funeral Homes, Pulaski 
is handling the arrangements for 
the family.

PAUL DAILEY 
UNDERWOOD 

It is with great sadness for 
our family that we announce the 
death of a loving husband, father, 
grandfather, great-grandfather and 
friend, Paul Dailey Underwood 
who passed on March 21, 2023.

Born December 28, 1933 in 
Popular Hill, Virginia, he was 
preceded in death by his parents  
Charles and Lucy Underwood. 
In addition to his parents, he was 
also preceded in death by brothers, 
Richard and Cli昀昀ord Underwood 
and sisters, Nina Underwood, Viv-
ian Waldron, Myrtle Rigney and 
Opal Deck.

He grew up on Little Creek at 
the family farm.

He married Elizabeth (Lib-
by) Blankenship 12-24-55 in 
Wytheville, VA. Libby resides 
with their daughter and their fam-
ily in Herndon.  His work as a 
steam昀椀tter with the government 
had him moving his family from 
Little Creek to Northern Virginia.  
He retired early 2001 working at 
the Pentagon.

They had two children. Nor-
ma Underwood Huntington and 
spouse, Bill Huntington resides 
in Herndon, VA.  their children, 
Ethan Huntington (31) and Mea-
gan Huntington (29) and

Steven Dailey Underwood re-
sides in Pulaski, VA.  Two Chil-
dren Tina Underwood (43) and her 
children Charlene Byrd & Mad-
ison Byrd In addition, daughter, 
Nicki Shepherd.

Besides spending time with his 
family, he loved to spend time at 
the family farm on Little Creek, 
sitting by the cabin or the chimney 
of his family home looking out at 
the 昀椀elds watching the cattle and 
any wildlife that would venture 
out.

Dailey is survived by one sister, 
Alva Suttle of Dublin, VA, and 
many nephews and their families.

He will be dearly missed.  We 
love you Daddy!

See DEATHS, page A5

GARY ALLEN BOTKIN 
Gary Allen Botkin, age 71 of 

Hiwassee passed away Tuesday, 
March 28, 2023 at the Pulaski 
Health Cre Center.

Born December 31, 1951 in the 
District of Columbia, he is the son 
of Ruby Marshall Rosario and the 
late Joseph Phillip Botkin.

 He is survived by
 His Mother- Ruby Marshall Ro-

sario-Hiwassee
 Sister- Debra Valdez-Colorado
 Children-Brandi Eager- PA, 

Mandee Botkin-PA and Candice 
Davis- PA

 A  number of Grandchildren
 His wishes were to be cremated 

and placed on the mountain.
 To sign his online guestbook, 

visit www.bowerfuneralhome.com
Bower Funeral Home, Pulaski is 

handling the arrangements for the 
family.

Yard Sales
Are Free

In 
The Patriot
Call 540-808-3949

or email
ads@pcpatriot.com

Hattie Joanna Cox Haulsee, age 
80 of Hiwassee, died Monday, 
March 27, 2023 at Highland Ridge 
Rehabilitation Center in Dublin.  
She was born in Pulaski County 
on October 15, 1941, and was the 
daughter of the late Violet Lee 
Turpin Cox, and the late Hiram 
Wirt Cox.  After graduating from 
high school, Hattie went to New 
River Community College obtain-
ing her nursing degree and achiev-
ing her certi昀椀cation as a Licensed 
Practical Nurse.  She worked as 
an LPN at the New River Region-
al Jail for many years and also 
worked at Dublin Elementary 
School as a school nurse.  

 In addition to her parents, she 

was preceded in death by two 
brothers:  James Voyce Cox, and 
Mark Steven Cox.  She is survived 
by her only son:  Ryan Lee Haulsee 
of Saltville:  a brother; Dallas Lee 
Cox of Dublin:  sisters; Tish Tal-
lant of Blacksburg, Beulah Ziegs 
of California, Missouri, and Freeda 
Clevinger of Pulaski.

 Hattie wished that she be cre-
mated and that there be no public 
service.  The family may have a 
gathering in her remembrance, at a 
later date.  

 Online condolences may be 
sent to the family by visiting www.
seaglefuneralhome.com  Arrange-
ments by Seagle Funeral Home, 
Pulaski.  540-980-1700

HATTIE JOANNA COX HAULSEE

Remember 
Your Cherished 

Loved Ones 
With A 

Memoriam In 
The Patriot. 

540-808-3949



The Patriot - March 31, 2023 - Page A5

Phone: (540) 980-2600
815 Randolph Avenue, Pulaski, VA 24301

www.stevensfuneralhomepulaski.com
Owned by the Norris Family

Norris - Stevens Funeral HomeNorris - Stevens Funeral Home

Why Pay More For Less?
Our Prices Can Save You Up To $1,000 

On A Traditional Funeral Service.
Pre-Planning Options Available

T.A.’s ProduceT.A.’s ProduceT.A.’s T.A.’s 
ProduceProduce

Spring Is Here Because T.A.’s Spring Is Here Because T.A.’s 
Has Onion Sets, Seed Potatoes and Seeds!Has Onion Sets, Seed Potatoes and Seeds!

North Carolina strawberr ies and Nor th Carolina strawberr ies and 
Southern Sweet Cantaloupes.Southern Sweet Cantaloupes.

Vine Ripe Red & Heir loom Tomatoes, Vine Ripe Red & Heir loom Tomatoes, 
apples, citrus, N.Y. cabbage, turnips, apples, citrus, N.Y. cabbage, turnips, 

pickling cucumbers and more pickling cucumbers and more 
fresh veggies.fresh veggies.

Open Monday  - Saturday 9 a.m.-6 p.m.Open Monday  - Saturday 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
Unless inclement weather.Unless inclement weather.

We appreciate your business!We appreciate your business!

540-674-4233540-674-4233

Route 11 - DublinRoute 11 - Dublin

A celebration of his life was held 
Wednesday, March 29, 2023 Bow-
er Funeral Home Chapel,  Pulaski  
with burial following at Highland 
Memory Gardens in Dublin, VA

To sign his online guestbook, 
visit www.bowerfuneralhome.
com

Bower Funeral Home, Pulaski 
is handling the arrangements for 
the family.

Continued from Page A4

Deaths

JAMES WALTER “J.W.” 
SMITH, JR. 
James Walter “J.W.” Smith, Jr., 
56 of Pulaski, Va., born Dec. 7, 
1966 went to be with his Lord 
and Savior on Tuesday, March 
28, 2023.
J.W. was a 1985 graduate of 
Pulaski County High School 
(PCHS), and attended two years 
at Concord University. To his 
friends he was known as Coach 
Smith, Dub or just “J.” He was a 
lover of football and was fortu-
nate to be an assistant defensive 
coach for the PCHS Cougars 
and coached little league foot-
ball. He also loved “America’s 
Team,” the Dallas Cowboys.
In 2014, J.W. re-dedicated his 
life back to the Lord. He was a 
member of the Radford Church 
of God in Christ where he 
served as a deacon, and head of 
the men’s ministry.
He was preceded in death by 
his grandparents, Robert and 
Agnes Smith Sr. and James and 
Geraldine Holland, Godfather 
Rev. Perry G. Slaughter.
Left to cherish his memory are 
his wife, Teresa Calfee Smith; 
children, James Walter Smith, 
III (Trey), Charlotte, N.C., 
Carrie Briana Smith, Pulaski, 
Va.; parents, James and Rosa 
(Sharon) Smith, Pulaski, Va.; 
sister, Sherry Johnson, Dublin, 
Va. and Jeremy Smith (Bobbie), 
Roanoke, Va.; nephew and niece 
Jeremiah Alexander Smith, and 
Alexandria Jhoe Smith, Midlo-
thian, Va.; Godmother, Peggy 
Slaughter; God brothers and 
sisters, Perry, Elaine, Phillip and 
Patricia; step-children Josh Cal-
fee (Lindsey), Christiansburg, 
Va., Josh Calfee, Pulaski, Va. 
and a host of grandchildren and 
Carter Nenno on  the  way.

Services will be Monday, April 
3 at the Radford Church of God 
in Christ. Viewing will be at 1 
p.m. Service will begin at 2 p.m.
The family is in the care of 
Serenity Funeral Home.

Pulaski County Public Schools
Pulaski County’s History Day competitors.

History Day participants Richmond bound
Pulaski County Public Schools

Last year, Pulaski County sent 
12 students to Radford University 
to compete in the Virginia Nation-
al History Day competition. This 
year, after a lot of hard work and a 
tremendous recruiting e昀昀ort, Pulas-
ki County sent over 55 students to 
the event. Now, several of those stu-
dents will advance to the State level 
competition in Richmond.

Pulaski County students, ranging 
from elementary school to middle 
school, submitted projects in sev-

eral of the categories. At the end 
of the day, 10 projects quali昀椀ed as 
either honorable mention through 
昀椀rst place, with seven of those proj-
ects now advancing to the State 
event April 29-30 at the Virginia 
Museum of History and Culture in 
Richmond.

Students from Pulaski County 
Middle School, Snowville Ele-
mentary, Critzer Elementary, and 
Pulaski Elementary were joined by 
students from Blacksburg, Floyd 
County, Northcross, Willis Ele-
mentary, Check Elementary, Indian 

Valley Elementary, and St. John 
Neumann Academy at the event.

At the event, students present a 
display board with photos, facts, 
and other information pertaining to 
their subject. They are then given 
the opportunity to give a presenta-
tion to two judges, and those judges 
are then able to ask them questions 
to determine their knowledge of the 
subject.

Pulaski County students had ex-
hibits in four categories, including 
Elementary Individual, Elementary 
Group, Junior Individual and Junior 
Group exhibits. Students who 昀椀n-
ish in 昀椀rst through third place will 
advance to the State competition. 
Students who earn an honorable 
mention will serve as an alternate, 
should one of the top three not be 
able to make the trip.

In the Elementary Individual Ex-
hibit category, three exhibits earned 
recognition. William Aydelotte of 
Pulaski Elementary earned an Hon-
orable Mention for his “The Histo-
ry of Lego” exhibit. Mason Stif-
昀氀er of Pulaski Elementary earned 
third place for his “Evolution of the 
Telephone” presentation. Nicho-
las Cregger of Critzer Elementary 
earned second place for his exhibit 
“World War 2.”

In the Elementary Group Exhib-
it category, the group of Camree 
Mitchell and Evangeline Hodge 
of Critzer Elementary earned an 
Honorable Mention for their “Why 
GMO Foods are Good” presenta-
tion. Oliver Nester and Oscar Reis 
earned third place for their “Oper-
ation Overlord – D-Day” exhibit. 
Campbell Farrell and Kelson Delap 

of Critzer Elementary School 
earned second place for their “The 
Great Depression” presentation. 
Snowville Elementary School stu-
dents Haven McKinney and Ro-
land Thompson earned 昀椀rst place 
for their Titanic: A Maritime Mar-
vel” presentation.

In the Junior Individual Exhibit 
category, Pulaski County Middle 
School student Remi Nolan earned 
an Honorable Mention for her 
”Navajo Code Talkers” exhibit.

In the Junior Group Exhibit 
category, two groups were recog-
nized. The group of Addisyn Vi-
ers, Bree Wilson, Gracianna Wim-
berly, and Megan Roe earned third 
place for their “Navajo Code Talk-
ers” exhibit. The group of Ains-
ley Vaughan, Mackenzie Maiden, 
and Sarah Simpson earned sec-
ond place for their presentation, 
“N.O.W.”

Mrs. Roxanne Souma, who 
coordinates the event for Pulaski 
County Public Schools, was ex-
cited with the growth and perfor-
mance for the day.

“We are incredibly excited to 
see the recent growth of Pulaski 
County’s participation in National 
History Day,” she said. “Last year, 
we had 12 students compete at the 
district level with two projects ad-
vancing to States. This year, our 
total student participation grew 
to over 55, with seven projects ad-
vancing to States. We are proud of 
our students and thankful for our 
teachers who are willing to put in 
the extra work to make this event 
happen.”

Pulaski County land 
transfers for December

Property transfers for December 
2022 as recorded in the Pulaski 
County Circuit Court Clerk’s o昀케ce:

William R. Frye to TT&B, LLC, 
property at 2121 Monte Vista Drive 
Ext , Pulaski,  $650,000.

Fairlawn Properties, LLC to Bil-
ly Davis, property at 130 Fayette 
Street, Pulaski, $9,000.

Seymour P. Rupe, Jr. to Mi-
chael W. Kesling, Jr., property at 
1119 Randolph Avenue, Pulaski, 
$189,900.

Karen S. Cox to Ricky W. Haga, 
property Fronts 693, Rock Spring, 
$55,000.

Douglas A. Bane to Logan T. 
Bane, property at 6348 Parrott 
Mountain Road, Parrott, $110,000.

Darlene E. Nelson to Joseph 
Ho昀昀, property at 601 Stuart Ave-
nue, Pulaski, $25,000.

William Joseph Horne to Curtis 
R. Dietrich, property at 412 Maple 
Street, Dublin, $245,000.

Danny O’Dell, Jr. to Bela Invest-
ment, Inc., property at 1624 New-
bern Road, Pulaski, $115,000.

Patrick Simpson to AAD, LLC, 
property at 5731 Lee Highway, Pu-
laski, $527,000.

Fanteva, Inc. to Paul T. Jones, 
property at 4856 Roger Loop, Pu-
laski, $157,000.

Lesa R. Edwards to Cody R. 
Hamilton, property at 348 Jordan 
Street, Dublin, $15,000.

Richard Mitchell to Kay Kissing-
er, property at Parcel SR 04, 
Burks Run Creek, Pulaski County, 
$45,000.

Vanderbilt Mortgage & Finance 

to Jonathan D. Spence, property at 
Park Lot 4, Sec 1, Newbern Road, 
Pulaski County,  $42,000.

Todd Saunders to Appalachian 
Power Company, property near 
Claytor Lake, Snowville, $480,000.

Steven M. Taylor to John A. 
Markham, property at Robinson 
Tract, Pulaski County, $155,000.

Eli A. Schwartz-Gralla to An-
thony W. Akers, property at 501 E. 
Main Street, Dublin, $169,000.

Lisa G. Hodge to Hannah Marie 
Jones, property at 5984 Anderson 
Avenue, Dublin, $265,000.

Kevin Whitlock to Shea Boyd, 
property at 3734 Largen Hill Court, 
Pulaski, $140,000.

Roofus Holdings, LLC, to Joshua 
Joe Arnold, property at 315 Lake 
Street, Pulaski, $142,000.

Mari O’Brien Hall to William 
T. Kidd, Sr., property at 901 5th 
Street, SE, Pulaski, $27,300.

Gary Allen Botkin to Joseph Pi-
canzo, property near Allisonia, Pu-
laski County, $47,737.

Gary Allen Botkin to Joseph Pi-
canzo, property at 4322 Mabe Hol-
low Road, Hiwassee, $45,000.

Shah Development, LLC to 
LGCC Realty, LLC, property at 210 
Broad Street, Dublin, $2,165,000.

Shah Development, LLC to Su-
san Dotson, property at 4630 Wor-
rells Way, Dublin, $404,950.

Christina Rose Paugh to John A. 
Webb, property at 3530 Ellen Barr 
Drive, Draper, $280,000.

See TRANSFERS, page A8



P.O. Box 2416 • Pulaski, VA 24301 • www.pcpatriot.com • (540) 808-3949

The Patriot is published in its print form every 
Friday by Patriot Publishing, LLC and is 

available at locations in Pulaski and Wythe 
Counties and Radford City.  An electronic version 

can be accessed daily on the web at 
www.pcpatriot.com

www.pcpatriot.com

Locally Owned And Operated Since 2009

Page A6 - The Patriot - March 31, 2023 OPINION

Bragg 
prepares 
to cross 
Rubicon

See LOWRY, page A7

How much does a mug shot 
mean to you?

To Alvin Bragg, it apparently 
means quite a lot. 

All signs point to Bragg, the 
progressive prosecutor in Manhat-
tan, indicting Donald Trump for 
his 2016 hush-money payment to 
Stormy Daniels.

The old Karl Marx line is that 
history repeats itself 昀椀rst as trag-
edy, then as farce. This historic 
昀椀rst-ever indictment of a former 
president of the United States 
would skip straight to farce.

First, there’s the tawdry and rela-
tively trivial subject matter. Trump 
stands accused by his critics on the 
left of fomenting an insurrection to 
overthrow the Constitution and the 
criminal o昀昀ense they are going to 
get him on stems from a dalliance 
with a porn star in 2006.

Then, more importantly, there’s 
the question of the merits. Unless 
Bragg has something unexpect-
ed on Trump, this appears to be 
a prosecution in search of a legal 
theory.

Everything indicates that Bragg 
is more interested in subjecting 
Trump to the humiliations atten-
dant to getting charged (turning 
himself in, getting 昀椀ngerprinted 
and photographed) and the grind-
ing distraction of defending him-
self against a criminal charge than 
the cogency of the case itself.

As The New York Times put it 
last week, the Bragg case “hinges 
on an untested and therefore risky 
legal theory involving a complex 
interplay of laws, all amounting to 
a low-level felony.”

In other words, exactly what 
you want to indict a former pres-
ident on.

The di昀케culty in making a case 
against Trump owes to the fact 
that hush payments are sleazy but 
legal. So, the Bragg case involves 
the bookkeeping around the pay-
ment.

There’s a reason why Bragg’s 
predecessor, Cyrus Vance, passed 
on the Stormy Daniels matter. It 
looked like Bragg was going to 
pick up a broader business case 
against Trump instead. When the 
district attorney dropped that, his 
progressive supporters were out-
raged. Now, lo and behold, he has 
brought things full circle back to 
Daniels.

As president, Trump inveighed 
against his political enemies and 
demanded that they be arrested. 
This was shameful and disturbing 
stu昀昀, although, obviously, there 
were no arrests. 

Alvin Bragg is apparently about 
to do what Trump fantasized 
about, and what the entire left-of-
center universe characterized as an 
abuse of power when the Republi-
can merely mused about it.

The prospective Bragg prose-
cution is no di昀昀erent from what 
would happen if Sheri昀昀 Joe were 
still in o昀케ce and somehow found 
a way to get an attenuated legal 
hook into Joe Biden. How would 
Democrats feel about that?

An argument in favor of Bragg’s 
prospective move against Trump is 
that Trump is unique, and uniquely 
vulnerable to legal charges. There 
is something to that, but both Bill 
and Hillary Clinton could have 
been prosecuted and they weren’t. 

The ‘Outpouring’

The Spirited Ladies of 
Philadelphia

In 1776, disagreements with Great 
Britain turned into a full-blown Ameri-
can Revolution.  Grossly out-numbered, 
out-supplied and out-trained, the Ameri-
can Continental Army, under the lead-
ership of General George Washington, 
fought bravely but su昀昀ered numerous 
defeats.

Historic information from the Library 
of Congress helps us understand the 
severity of the situation and why the 
Ladies of Philadelphia were determined 
to provide comfort and encouragement to 
the Continental Army soldiers.  Afterall, 
it was their husbands, sons and brothers 
who were courageously 昀椀ghting over-
whelming odds to ensure their God-given 
freedoms in this new country.

“When news that the British had taken 
Charleston, South Carolina, reached 
Philadelphia in May of 1780, merchants 
and government o昀케cials reacted to the 
disaster by taking steps to support the 
in昀氀ated Pennsylvania currency and solicit 

funds to pay new army recruits. And in 
a totally unexpected move, the women 
of Philadelphia emerged from their 
usual domestic roles to announce their 
intention of founding the 昀椀rst large-
scale women’s association in American 
history.

“As the Pennsylvania Gazette put it 
delicately, the Ladies adopted “pub-
lic spirited measures.” Up until then, 
American women had not engaged in 
any organized support of the war e昀昀ort. 
Now that the American soldiers were 
su昀昀ering a serious loss of morale in the 

See NATION, page A7

Parents’ Bill
of Rights

Over the past few years, there has been an alarming 
trend of parents being forcibly shut out of their children’s 
education by certain school districts. 

I’ve recognized the urgency of correcting this issue.
Parents are the people primarily responsible for direct-

ing their children’s education and they have rights.
That’s why I voted in favor of H.R. 5, the Parents Bill 

of Rights Act, which passed the House of Representatives 
in a 213-208 vote. The legislation makes clear the rights 
of parents!

It also makes clear to schools their duty to parents and 
the limits to their authority when parents are making deci-
sions for their children.

This legislation is critical for our families.
There has been a rise in divisive ideology, like critical 

race theory, 
and sexually 
explicit infor-
mation being 
taught in our 
schools, many 
times without 
the approval of 
parents.

While it may 

take a village to give a child a well-rounded raising, it 
does not give the village a right to inculcate children with 
a world view in opposition to parental wishes.

One democratic lawmaker recently said that if parents 
haven’t completed their own high school education, they 
are unquali昀椀ed to make education decisions for their chil-
dren.

What an alarming, inappropriate, and classist senti-
ment. Parents have every right to decide if controversial 
information is to be taught to their children and at what 
age. Parents and/or legal guardians make medical deci-
sions for their children every day without formal medical 
training, obviously they can make decisions on their chil-
dren’s education.

Speaking of medical decisions, some schools have even 
gone so far as to shut parents out of decisions relating to 
their children’s health care and safety, ones that have life-
long consequences. This is unacceptable.

Further, following the outbreak of COVID-19, school 
administrators made the decision to close many of our 
country’s schools, moving them online. These school 
closures dragged on and parents objected. It was to the 
detriment of our children.

According to the Institute of Education Sciences, 
roughly half of America’s students began the 2022 school 
year behind in at least one subject, 13% higher than the 
national average in a typical year prior to COVID-19.

There has also been a sharp rise in depression and anx-
iety in children from extended lockdowns and forced re-
mote learning. In 2021 and 2022, the American Academy 
of Pediatrics, the American Academy of Child and Ado-
lescent Psychiatry, and the Children’s Hospital Associa-
tion, declared a “national state of emergency” in response 
to this troubling trend.

Many parents have understandably become upset by 
the way certain school systems have handled these issues, 
voicing their concerns at school board meetings.

Even this has been met with resistance.
In October 2021, the National School Boards Associa-

tion called on President Joe Biden to use federal agencies 
to stop “threats and acts of violence” on school o昀케cials 
during school board meetings. Accordingly, Biden’s At-
torney General Merrick Garland instructed to the FBI to 
investigate. Following, the FBI’s Counterterrorism Divi-
sion created a “threat tag,” equating concerned parents to 
domestic terrorists. Outrageous!

Congress needed to act.
H.R. 5 recognizes and restores parents’ rights through 

昀椀ve pillars: the right to know what’s being taught in 
schools and to see reading material; the right to be heard; 
the right to see school budget and spending; the right to 
protect their child’s privacy; and the right to be updated 
on any violent activity at school.

During the consideration of H.R. 5, I voted for an 
amendment for a Sense of Congress that the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education eventually should be eliminated.

I believe taxpayer money is mostly wasted on bureau-
crats in the Department of Education. In FY 2021 alone, 
they spent over $2.4 Billion on “salaries and expenses.” 
This money should be redirected to local schools.

In eliminating the Department, we can put in place pro-
tections to ensure existing education funding is dispersed 
appropriately around the country, through the states, 
while also maintaining protections for students.

Among these protections is ensuring that Title I fund-
ing remains, which provides critical funding for econom-
ically disadvantaged students, and for programs like free 
lunch and reduced lunch at schools.

Additionally, we must maintain protections for our 
physically and mentally impaired children under Section 
504 of the Rehabilitation Act.

These changes, and this bill, will create better options 
for students and parents.

If you have questions, concerns, or comments, feel free 
to contact my o昀케ce. You can call my Abingdon o昀케ce 
at 276-525-1405 or my Christiansburg o昀케ce at 540-381-
5671. To reach my o昀케ce via email, please visit my website 
at www.morgangri昀케th.house.gov. On my website is the 
latest material from my o昀케ce, including information on 
votes recently taken on the 昀氀oor of the House of Repre-
sentatives.

By CAL THOMAS
Tribune Content Agency

Wilmore, KY – The secular and cyn-
ical 昀椀nd it di昀케cult to believe not only 
that “God governs in the a昀昀airs of men,” 
as Benjamin Franklin said, but that He 
would visit a small town where there are 
few tra昀케c lights and a decent restaurant 
is several miles away.

Something happened here at Asbury 
University. Dr. Kevin Brown, the pres-
ident, is reluctant to use the word “re-
vival” to describe what began early last 
month and lasted for several weeks. He 
prefers “outpouring” to describe the 
days of prayer, repentance and singing 
that drew as many as 50,000 people 
to campus from miles away and other 
countries, along with international at-
tention from a media that are normally 
indi昀昀erent to spiritual things, unless they 
involve scandalous behavior.

Professors who have been at the 
school for years and read about previous 
spiritual experiences at this campus and 
in other places told me they had never 
seen anything like it.

Theological explanations aside, per-
haps this outpouring can be partially 
explained by a recent NBC News poll 
which found 71 percent of those sur-
veyed believe the country is headed in 
the “wrong direction.” Little seems to be 
working. We have a record national debt. 
Con昀椀dence in our political leadership is 
low. America’s enemies seem ready to 
take advantage of what they perceive 
as weakness and indecisiveness in our 
president. Chinese President Xi Jinping 
has said he believes America is in de-
cline. Evidence for that can be found in 
numerous places. March Madness could 
describe every month in America and 
not just one related to college basketball. 
We appear to be heading toward national 
suicide.

Spiritual “awakenings,” as they are 
sometimes called, are nothing new. “The 
Great Awakening” of the mid-18th cen-
tury, began with the preaching of Jon-
athan Edwards (“Sinners in the Hands 
of an Angry God”) at his Northampton, 
Massachusetts, church. Patrick Morley, 

writing for the publication Church Lead-
er, described what is common to all such 
awakenings: “People sense the presence 
of God powerfully; conviction, despair, 
contrition, repentance and prayer come 
easily; people thirst for God’s word; 
many authentic conversions occur and 
backsliders are renewed.”

A second Great Awakening occurred 
between 1800 and 1840 under the preach-
ing of James McGready and Charles 
Finney. Evangelical church membership 
grew from 350,000 to 3 million.

The revival of 1857 was the greatest 
of them all. An estimated 1 million peo-
ple were added to church rolls. Church 
historian J. Edwin Orr has written that 
10,000 people a week were converted 
in New York City alone. Writes Orr: 
“Trinity Episcopal Church in Chicago 
had a hundred and twenty-one members 
in 1857; fourteen hundred in 1860. That 
was typical of the churches. More than 
a million people were converted to God 
in one year out of a population of thirty 
million. What astounded many was the 
social impact as it paved the way for the 
abolitionist movement that eventually 
ended slavery and created missionary so-
cieties that built hospitals and performed 
other good works around the world.”

We’ve tried everything else in Amer-
ica from politics, to government, to 
spending money. Nothing seems to be 
working as e昀昀ectively as that which 
came before from what Orr described as 
“a concert of prayer.”

Is that what happened at Asbury Uni-
versity? Time will tell in the results. 
Meanwhile, what C.S. Lewis said might 
be helpful in leading us somewhere oth-
er than placing too much faith in human 
institutions: “If I 昀椀nd in myself desires 
which nothing in this world can satisfy, 
the only logical explanation is that I was 
made for another world.”

The Asbury students appear to be on 
to something.

Readers may email Cal Thomas at 
tcaeditors@tribpub.com. Look for Cal 
Thomas’ latest book “America’s Expira-
tion Date: The Fall of Empires and Su-
perpowers and the Future of the United 
States” (HarperCollins/Zondervan).

One Nation
Under God

By Danielle Reid



Same with Richard Nixon after a 
Gerald Ford pardon that is now 
considered statesmanlike and cor-
rect by nearly everyone. 

No Democrat should be sure that 
Biden isn’t implicated in the 昀氀ow 
of sketchy money into his family, 
and we already know he violated 
the law in his handling of classi昀椀ed 
documents. 

It’s not that presidents and for-
mer presidents are above the law, 
but the old norm of forbearance is 
appropriate.

We shouldn’t want to conduct an 
experiment in what happens when 
a presidential candidate with an in-
tense following, keenly attuned to 
potentially unfair treatment, is sub-
jected to a nakedly political prose-
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aftermath of the fall of Charles-
ton, the women proposed a 
nationwide female-conceived and 
executed relief e昀昀ort to aid the 
hard-pressed troops. The cam-
paign began June 10, 1780, with 
the publication of a broadside, 
‘The Sentiments of an Ameri-
can Woman’. It was composed 
by 33-year-old Esther de Berdt 
Reed, who was to become pres-
ident of the Philadelphia Ladies 
Association.”

Esther Reed was quite an 
in昀氀uence in Philadelphia society.  
(After all, that is where we con-
sider the birthplace of the Ameri-
can Revolution took place.)  She 
had met Joseph Reed when he 
was studying law in London, and 
moved to America as his bride 
in 1770.  Joseph was a friend of 
George Washington, a signer of 
the Articles of Confederation and 
would later become governor 
of Pennsylvania.  Esther  would 
have been immersed in political 
thought and asserted that women 
could publish their political 
views, create political associ-
ations of aid and be essential 
contributors to the Revolutionary 
War. 

So, when she heard the news 
of the disheartened American 
soldiers, she was determined to 
do more than merely wish for 
their success.  She envisioned 
the American women coming 
together, like the ancient heroines 
from the Bible, to do something 
really useful.  In a circular, Es-
ther wrote that some men might 
disapprove of women’s political 
activities but these men would be 
considered unpatriotic in these 
dire times.  “Any man who truly 
understood the soldiers’ needs 
could only applaud our e昀昀orts 
for the relief of the armies which 
defend our lives, our possessions, 
our liberty,” she asserted.  She 
had heard that the soldiers had 
felt neglected and forgotten by 
their fellow citizens.

Her plan would be for Amer-
ican women to ban together in 
agreement to renounce unnec-
essary purchases and donate the 
money to the troops that they 
would have spent on elaborate 
clothes and other items.  They 
had desired their contributions to 
provide an extraordinary bounty 
beyond basics of food and cloth-
ing, which the government was 
to provide.  

Esther began by publishing a 
broadside entitled “Sentiments” 
in the Pennsylvania Gazette and 
it drew an immediate response 
from 36- Philadelphia women.  
They met as what we would call 
a “think tank” to decide how 
to initiate the plan.  First, they 
published a proposed plan called 
“Ideas, Relative to the Manner 
of Forwarding to the American 
Soldiers, the Presents of the 
American Women.”  The one 
criteria was that the contributions 
be used as: “It is an extraordinary 
bounty intended to render the 
condition of the soldier more 
pleasant, and not to hold place 
of the things which they ought 
to receive from the Congress, or 
from the States.”

The detailed plan outlined how 
to mobilize the entire female 
population of Pennsylvania, 
and accept contributions from 
any woman in any amount.  To 
accomplish this, a woman in each 
county was appointed as the des-
ignated treasuress to oversee the 
collection and accounting of the 
funds.  All contributions would 
then be sent to Martha Washingto 
who would forward them to her 
husband.

Continued from Page A6
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Lowery

cution.
That said, it should be Trump’s 

responsibility not to in昀氀ame an al-
ready incendiary situation, but he is. 
That, though, is another foreseeable 
downside of going down this route 
with this particular case.

Trump’s enemies never gave up 
on the idea that the “walls are clos-
ing in,” and they’ve decided, where 
they have the power, to make it a re-
ality. Once again, they feel justi昀椀ed 
in violating norms in response to 
Trump’s threat to norms.

As most everyone agrees, a Bragg 
prosecution will help Trump in the 
GOP nomination 昀椀ght, at least ini-
tially. If he’s fortunate in his ene-
mies, the country is not.

The plan divided the city 
of Philadelphia into ten equal 
districts with two to 昀椀ve women 
assigned to canvass their district.  
Traveling in pairs, the convassers 
visited every home requesting 
donations.  Women of distinction 
who canvassed were Sarah, the 
daughter of Benjamin Franklin, 
Julia, the wife of Benjamin Rush, 
Alice, the wife of a prominent 
Philadelphia physician, Mary 
wife of Robert Morris and Sally 
McKean, the wife of a Pennsyl-
vania chief justice.  The Ladies 
considered it a great honor to 
serve as canvassers for this project 
and earnestly worked to collect 
$300,000.

By July, newspapers throughout 
the country reprinted Esther’s 
“Sentiments” article, usually 
accompanied by the detailed col-
lection plan, which inspired other 
women to respond. The Ladies 
of Philadelphia Association sent 
individual letters to friends and 
relatives throughout the Colonies, 
urging them to participate.  

With added encouragement 
from Esther Reed and Martha 
Washington, similar fund drives 
were organized in Maryland, New 
Jersey, and Virginia. The women 
of Trenton, New Jersey, were the 
昀椀rst to copy the Philadelphians’ 
lead, and collected $15,500. Then 
women in Maryland also respond-
ed and collected $16,000.  Ladies 
in Virginia, at the direction of 
Martha Je昀昀erson and Dolly Madi-
son, initially collected $7,056.

Although the Philadelphia La-
dies had hoped that their contribu-
tions could be used to provide “an 
extraordinary bounty” beyond the 
food and clothing due to soldiers 
by the government, Washington 
insisted that it was shirts that 
would provide the greatest com-
fort to his men.

Trying not to o昀昀end General 
Washington, Esther sent several 
letters to him providing sug-
gestions for the dispursement 
of funds – possibly giving each 
soldier some cash to spend as he 
wished. Historic documents reveal 
that “Her much revised, amend-
ed and overwritten draft, with 
all its tactful phrasing, suggests 
something of the consternation his 
proposal caused among the can-
vassers who had worked so hard 
and long to collect the money.” 
However, Washington insisted 
that the soldiers needed shirts. 

After much di昀케culty, Esther 
found adequate amounts of linen 
cloth from France to have shirts 
made.  The Ladies decided rather 
than paying for the sewing of the 
shirts, they would take on that 
task themselves. By early Decem-
ber 1780, more than 2,000 shirts 
had been made; and, embroided 
on each shirt, was the name of 
the lady who had sewn it.  When 
the shirts were given to General 
Washington, the Philadelphia La-
dies made sure that the following 
message was conveyed to each 
soldier.  “We wish these shirts to 
be worn with as much pleasure as 
they were made.”

OPEN FORUM
Let us not forget Siers’ policies and their 

e昀昀ects on our school system
To the editor,

I would like to remind the teach-
ers, parents, citizens, taxpayers and 
the law enforcement community 
that School Superintendent Kevin 
Siers carefully prepared and sent 
o昀케cial communications to state 
o昀케cials – speci昀椀cally the Virgin-
ia Department of Education – that 
were categorically false, inappro-
priately disparaging, sel昀椀shly mis-
leading, purposefully inaccurate, 
grossly and negligently exaggerat-
ed, and outright dangerous.

In these multiple communica-
tions, he made a concerted e昀昀ort 
to paint the county as a whole in an 
unfair and extremely negative light. 
But it is the language that is used to 
generalize and describe the citizens 
of Pulaski County that is absolutely 
appalling.

He used a literal analogy of war 
to describe our citizens’ and par-
ents of children’s First Amendment 
rights that included their freedom 
of religion, freedom of speech, and 
their right to assemble and petition 
the government.

He correlated our community’s 
civil public discourse to a “Klan 
rally.” He wrote blatantly false 
statements to the state about our 
own local law enforcement o昀케cers 
that have proven to be nothing more 
than utter fabrications and lies. 
These lies were meant to sensation-
alize a narrative to a state o昀케cial 
that school board meetings were 
not safe because of our own local 
law enforcement o昀케cers. This was 
never true and is not at all fair to the 
昀椀ne men and women who risk their 
lives to keep this community and 
our children safe.

Siers 昀氀ippantly alluded in writing 

that Pulaski County is worse than a 
“Syrian warzone” because our citi-
zens and parents chose to exercise 
their God-given rights of which 
honorable soldiers have fought for 
and even sacri昀椀ced their lives to 
protect. He referenced “rules of en-
gagement” and called out all those 
who disagreed or questioned him 
as his “opposition.” His opposition 
he identi昀椀ed as “neighbors, aunts, 
cousins, life-long friends, and the 
clergy.” 

In the continuation of his war 
analogy, he threatens them with 
“the dehumanization of the oth-
er side,” and said that our Pulaski 
County neighbors, aunts, life-long 
friends and the clergy are “fueled 
by ignorance, hate and fear.”

He directly shared suggestions 
on strategies with the state on “a 
more e昀昀ective approach” to miti-
gate those of whom he looks upon 
as his enemies. He directly declared 
to a state o昀케cial that he will “do 
what we can to keep the detractors 
marginalized in the processes that 
are developing.”

From examples within and from 
the context of Siers’ numerous 
emails, and what we have seen oc-
cur after he has sent all his emails, 
what he actually means by “mar-
ginalized” is that he  will troll his 
“detractors,” he will dox them, he 
will call them akin to the KKK, and 
he  will say that they are “ignorant, 
and full of hate and fear.”

What Siers attempted to do with 
his lies, is to depict to Richmond 
that this county, its citizens and its 
parents, are something they are not. 
He wants the Virginia Department 
of Education to think this of all of 
Pulaski County because he was 
technically asking his liberal allies 

for reinforcements to help 昀椀ght his 
fabricated war, for state resources 
to help him squelch his local oppo-
sition that he stated would “almost 
certainly be springing up through-
out the state in the coming months, 
especially in Southwest Virginia.”

The irony in all of this is in his 
so-called spirit of equity, he lit-
erally discriminated against and 
demonized each and every one 
who dared to simply question him 
or sought information about what 
the new proposed Siers policies 
entailed.

Well the now infamous Siers 
policies that he misleadingly said 
were predicated on state mandates 
(because he was betting on Youn-
gkin not winning the Governor-
ship, or conservative representa-
tives taking back the House), have 
in large part caused a student en-
rollment exodus from our school 
system and led our students to 
pursue other school districts like 
Radford, homeschooling options, 
or private schools.

The Siers policies are also what 
has led to the rapid loss of students 
and subsequently the loss of a lot 
of state funding needed to support 
our teachers and our school sys-
tem.  The reduction in our ADM of 
143 students signi昀椀cantly a昀昀ects 
our schools’ budget by more than 
$628,000 in state funding support.

We can’t a昀昀ord to have a school 
superintendent that isn’t from 
here, has never put even one child 
in our schools, and who negatively 
feels the way he does about Pulas-
ki County and its people, unjustly 
develop policies and push them 
down our parents’ throats.

The Siers policies, his poor lead-
ership and the support he receives 
from the school board is costing 
this county hundreds of thousands 
of dollars and the taxpayers should 
not simply make up this loss of 
state funding. We should expect a 
plan from the next school board to 
prevent Siers from further damag-
ing our school system and wreck-
ing its 昀椀nances. We should also ex-
pect another plan from them aimed 
at Getting Our Students  Back! 
We need to get them back into the 
Pulaski County School System as 
soon as possible. Pulaski County 
deserves better, the taxpayers de-
serve better, our teachers deserve 
better, the parents deserve better, 
but most importantly our children 
deserve better.

Regards,
E.W. Harless

Concerned Citizen
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Gracia Jarrells Nipper to Jimmy 
L. Fowler, Jr., property at 3300 Ex-
tension Street, Pulaski, $55,000.

Elizabeth Gregory to Nancy 
Famous, property at 120 Bertha 
Street, Pulaski, $106,000.

Aubrey Allen Conner to Lin-
da Paola Zorro Medina, property 
at 517 Randolph Avenue, Pulaski, 
$10,000.

Envico RMS, LLC, to RDL Solu-
tions LLC, property at 5190 Do-
minion Drive, Dublin, $200,000.

Marylen E. Harmon to James 
Brett Whitesell, property at Lot 
4, Robinson Tract Road, Pulaski 
County,  $11,000.

Barry Jonathan Keller to Thad-
deus Andrew Beasley, property at 
7319 River Blu昀昀 Road, Fairlawn, 
Pulaski County, $430,000.

Joseph Ho昀昀 to Whitney M. Line-
berry, property at 411 Pico Terrace, 
Pulaski, $148,000.

Barbara Worrell Meek to Cin-
dy A. Burkhardt, property at 2958 
Barrett Ridge Road, Draper, $500.

Rebecca Douthat to The Real 
House Guys, L.L.C., property at 
212 Valley Street, Pulaski,  $40,000.

Sandy Hash to Merissa Sachs, 
property at 1977 Alum Spring 
Road, Pulaski,  $15,000.  

Altie Eveleen Rorrer to Crystal 
Moore, property at 3511 Case Knife 
Road, Pulaski,  $10,425.

James Russell Bostic to Nid 
Ratcli昀昀e, property at 4875 Alum 
Spring Road, Pulaski, $22,749.28.

Brian Grubb to Kellie L. Gilbert, 
property at 708 Wren Street, Pulas-
ki, $255,000.

David N. Hardy to Audrey Mc-
Cary, property at 2990 Mt. Olivet 
Road, Pulaski, $45,000.

Cole Companies, LLC to Bran-
don Quesenberry, property at 5463 
Mitchell Drive, Dublin, $155,000.

Sharon Lynn Sharp to Samson 
Clay Rogers, property at Lot 1, New 
River, Pulaski County, $265,000.

Economic Development Au-
thority to RAS Properties of VA, 
LLC, property at Block 31, 86 E. 
Main Street, (Jail, Pulaski County),  
$36,150.

Norma K. Cranston to Linda 
Corapi, property at 3234 Dal-
las Freeman Road, Hiwassee, 
$250,000.

Jane Marie Kra昀昀t to Sarah R. 
Sells, property at 6063 Hillcrest 
Place, Dublin,  $184,000.  

Stephen Douglas Corder to Beth-
any L. Crawford, property at 1813 
Vaughn Lane, Pulaski,  $228,900.

Melissa A. Layton to Chance 
Day, property at 816 Stuart Avenue, 
Pulaski, $85,000.

Deborah Gray-Dodd to Kyle D. 
Gillam, property at 4264 Brook-
mont Road, Pulaski, $56,000.

Coy Tillman Bowling to William 

R. East, property at 4098 Kirby 
Road, Draper, $152,480.

Terri Compton to Robert 
Langston Underwood, property 
at 6071 Old Lee Highway, Dublin,  
$50,000.

Charleen Bannerman to Ania 
Austin, property at 5154 Arnold 
Lane, Dublin, $12,000.

Richard J. Patterson, Jr. to 
Charles s. Wimmer, property 
at 213 Trinkle Avenue, Dublin, 
$125,000.

Dean W. Ballard to Je昀昀rey Sher-
man Ballard, Sr., property at 713 
Lee Highway, Pulaski, $45,000.

Alan D. Gillis to George Carley 
Gillis, property at 8590 Parrott 
River Road, Parrott, $65,000.

Shah Development, LLC to Sol-
itaire Marie Kelley Pepper, prop-
erty at 4620 Worrells Way, Dublin,  
$374,950.

Jerry Lyn Henley to Michael 
Walker Cox, property at Big Reed 
Island between RR & Creek, Pu-
laski County,  $18,000.

John R. Harvey, Trustee to 
Kimberly L. Matthews, property 
at Block 76, Magazine Street, Pu-
laski,  $7,500.

Kimberly A. Sanders to Black 
Hollow Properties, LLC, property 
at  3874 Black Hollow Road, Dub-
lin,  $280,000.

RFS, LLC to RJF Enterprises, 
LLC, property at 6178 Old Rt 11, 
Dublin,   $125,950.

RFS, LLC to RJF Enterprises, 
LLC, property at 636 6th Street, 
NE, Pulaski, $115,950.

Black Hollow Properties, LLC 
to Morgan Brook Farm & Cat-
tle Com, property at Lot 7 Back 
Creek, Owens Farm Subdivision, 
Pulaski County, $2,100,000. 

Panuco Properties, LLC to Eric 
DeWayne Sheppard, property at 
612 Matthews Court, Pulaski, 
$66,000.

T&Q Rentals, LLC to 5674 Val-
ley View Drive, LLC, property at 
5674 Valley View Drive, Dublin, 
$99,400.

Roger Allan Akers to David 
Matthew Dillon, property at 5573 
Dunlap Road, Dublin, $235,000.

Spencer Rigas, Esquire to 
Keith Miner Brophy, property at 
3753 Morehead Lane, Pulaski, 
$304,500.

Aaron Cox to Dustin A. Shi-
rah, property at 6709 North Drive, 
Fairlawn, $215,000.

Karen Sue Long to George 
Harvey, property at Shadow Lane 
Drive, Parcel A, Subdivision, 
Snowville, $210,000.

Roger D. Campbell to Marvin 
Winston Wrenn, property at 8286 
Augusta National Drive, Fairlawn, 
$95,000.

Continued from Page A5
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PAT praises its drivers during Transit Appreciation
Pulaski Area Transit (PAT) is 

very proud of our hardworking, 
caring, dependable and safe driv-
ers.  We would like to send a big 
thank you to all of our PAT drivers 
during Transit Appreciation.

If you ask a Pulaski Area Tran-
sit driver what keeps them coming 
back to work day after day, you may 
hear, “I do it because I am retired 
and I don’t want to sit at home.” 
Or maybe, “for something to do,” 
but most drivers will say, they do 
it “because they enjoy interacting 
with the people, and the men they 
work with.”

Pulaski Area Transit is a special 
place to work with many excep-
tional drivers. The drivers we have 
oftentimes seem more like a family 
than co-workers. They all have an 
unbreakable bond. They work to-
gether diligently to service routes 
in and around Pulaski and always 

do it with a smile. Some drivers 
have been with us since the doors 
opened and still show up every 
day to get the job done. 

All of our drivers go above and 
beyond and then some to make the 
transit operate smoothly day-in 
and day-out. 

Along with the drivers that have 
been with us many years, we also 
have a few new faces that have 
proved to be great assets to the 
team. 

All 16 drivers are a vital part of 
what makes Pulaski Area Transit 
run safely and e昀케ciently on a dai-
ly basis. We are so proud of each 
of them and their commitment to 
the company and community.

Please call our o昀케ce at 540-
980-5040 or visit our website at 
www.pulaskitransit to learn more 
about us.

Pulaski Area Transit photos
Drivers:  Ron Lawson, Fred Martin, Joe Shannon, Jerry Manuel (bus step) Jackie Jones, Larry 
Hawks.  (not pictured:  Richard Graham, Paul Hamblin, Jimmy Jones, Lewis Riddle, Mike Beasley, 
Steve Linkous, Terry Coble, Kenneth Dalton and Frank Carr)

Drivers Joe Shannon, Charlie Hudson, Larry Lawks
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Vasquez Tree Service
Lawn, Mulch and Tree Cutting Service

Bernabe Vasquez, Owner

“Fair Prices and Quality Work”
Licensed & Insured • Free Estimates

Trim, Cut 

Any Size 

Tree

Welding

Mulch

Wood 

Fencing 

Roo昀椀ng

Of昀椀ce: 276-484-6628
276-613-5109

Pulaski County Supervisors 
Laura Walters and Dirk Compton 
were also on scene at the cleanup.

“This is part of our One Bag 
Challenge,” said Compton. “We’re 
going to give our Corps of Cadets 
and our Friends of Peak Creek 
credit for every bag they put in here 
today. We’re very proud of both 
these organizations for helping us 
pick it up trash. It’s a countywide 
e昀昀ort.”

“Conrad Brothers picked up 
lunch for us today … that’s huge.,” 
said Cathy Hanks, President of 
FOPC. “We borrowed the bus 
from Tangent Out昀椀tters in Pem-
broke and Valley Eagle and EMS 
provided us beverages.”

In all, FOPC along with their 
small army of volunteers collected 
162 tires, at least two toilets, a TV 
and 58 large orange bags of trash 
from alongside the creek and adja-
cent roadways.

After about three hours of pick-
ing up garbage, FOPC volunteers 
and Company B cadets gathered 
for a well-earned lunch at the 
Pulaski County Social Services 
building in Pulaski’s Maple Shade 
Plaza. 

There to meet them was 12th 
District Delegate Jason Ballard 
and his family. 

“Today we’re here to present a 
general assembly commendation 
to the Friends of Peak Creek for 
their 10th year anniversary,” said 
Ballard. “So, I wanted to stop by 
and say hello and congratulate 
them on reaching a milestone of 10 
years. After that, my family and I 
are gonna go out and do the One 
Bag Challenge here in Pulaski 
County. Supervisor Mike Mooney 
is going to take us to pick up some 
trash along the road to try to clean 
it up a little bit.”

“This was, without a doubt, our 
biggest event,” said Cathy Hanks, 
who has served as President of 
FOPC for the last eight years. “We 
had 70 participants from the com-
munity and Bravo Company. The 
weather was great and a record 
amount of trash was collected.”

“We received a commendation 
from the Virginia House of Del-
egates for our 10th Anniversa-
ry,” Hanks continued. “We were 
honored to be recognized by the 
Virginia House of Delegates and 
appreciate Jason Ballard for mak-
ing that happen. This recognition 
is due completely to the continued 
e昀昀orts of the volunteers, members, 
and supporters we have had for 
the past decade. This was really a 
good day for FOPC!”

Continued from Page A2

Friends

William Paine/The Patriot
Bravo Company of the Virginia Tech Corps of Cadets and other volunteers of the Friends of Peak Creek pose in front of a large dumpster 
on Gatewood Park Road that they 昀椀lled with trash. According to FOPC President Cathy Hanks, this was their most successful cleanup 
e昀昀ort to date.

William/Paine/The Patriot
This Commendation of congratulation from the Virginia House of 
Delegates was presented to the Friends of Peak Creek by Delegate 
Jason Ballard in recognition of their 10 year anniversary.

William Paine/The Patriot
From left front row: Jason Ballard, James Ballard, John Thomas 
Ballard; Second Row: William Ballard and Catherine Ballard. 
Delegate Ballard came to the Friends of Peak Creek luncheon to 
present a commendation from the House of Delegates recognizing 
the 10th anniversary of the FOPC. 

Pulaski County meetings for April
• Monday, April 3, 2023, Pulas-

ki County Board of Supervisors 
Budget Work Session, Executive 
Training Room, Pulaski Coun-
ty Administration Building, 143 
Third Street N.W., in the Town of 
Pulaski, Virginia; 3 p.m., (Con-
tact: Ashley Edmonds, Executive 
Secretary and Clerk to the Board 
of Supervisors, 143 Third Street 
N.W., Suite 1, Pulaski, VA, 24301, 
540-980-7705, aedmonds@pulas-
kicounty.org). The Board of Su-
pervisors is the governing body for 
Pulaski County and is responsible 
for the budget and concerns of its 
citizens. 

• Friday, April 7, 2023, Pulaski 
County O昀케ces will be closed in 
observance of Good Friday. The 
Pulaski County Public Service 
Authority Billing O昀케ce will be 
closed on Friday, April 7, 2023, in 
observance of Good Friday. The 
Bagging Plant Road, Dublin and 
Mason Street, Fairlawn Conve-
nience Centers will be open and 
garbage collection will remain on 
regular schedule. 

• Monday, April 10, 2023, Pu-
laski County Board of Supervisors 
Budget Work Session, Executive 
Training Room, Pulaski Coun-
ty Administration Building, 143 
Third Street N.W., in the Town of 
Pulaski, Virginia; 3 p.m., (Con-
tact: Ashley Edmonds, Executive 
Secretary and Clerk to the Board 
of Supervisors, 143 Third Street 
N.W., Suite 1, Pulaski, VA, 24301, 
540-980-7705, aedmonds@pulas-
kicounty.org). The Board of Su-
pervisors is the governing body for 
Pulaski County and is responsible 
for the budget and concerns of its 
citizens. 

• Tuesday, April 11, 2023, Pu-
laski County Public Service Au-
thority Board of Directors Meet-

ing, Board Room, Pulaski County 
Administration Building, 143 Third 
Street N.W., in the Town of Pulas-
ki, Virginia, 9:00 a.m. (Contact: 
Ashley Edmonds, Clerk, Pulaski 
County Public Service Authori-
ty, 143 Third Street, N.W., Suite 1, 
Pulaski, VA, 24301, 540-980-7705, 
aedmonds@pulaskicounty.org) 
This Board is responsible for the 

operation of water, sewer, garbage 
and streetlight service in Pulaski 
County.

• Tuesday, April 11, 2023, Pulas-
ki County Planning Commission 
Meeting, Board Room, Pulaski 
County Administration Building, 
143 Third Street N.W., in the Town 
of Pulaski, Virginia, 7 p.m. (Con-

See MEETINGS, page A10
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Ms. Audre’s 
Fabrics

206 Main Street
Narrows, Va. (540) 921-2042

Open 10 - 6 Tuesday - Friday
10 - 4 Saturday

tact: Markie Saunders, Clerk, 143 
Third Street N.W., Suite 1, Pulaski, 
VA, 24301, 540-980-7710, msaun-
ders@pulaskicounty.org). This 
Commission oversees land – use, 
zoning and subdivision issues relat-
ed to Pulaski County properties.

• Tuesday, April 18, 2023, Eco-
nomic Development Authority 
Board of Directors Meeting, 10:00 
a.m. (Contact: Megan Bird, Clerk 
to the Board, 143 Third Street N.W., 
Suite 1, Pulaski, VA, 24301, 540-

980-7705, mwbird@pulaskicounty.
org). The Economic Development 
Authority serves as the economic 
development arm of Pulaski Coun-
ty working with local industries 
and providing building spaces to 
local employers.

• Tuesday, April 18, 2023, Pu-
laski County Board of Zoning 
Appeals Meeting, Board Room, 
Pulaski County Administration 
Building, 143 Third Street N.W., in 
the Town of Pulaski, Virginia, 6:00 
p.m. (Contact: Markie Saunders, 
Clerk, 143 Third Street N.W., Suite 
1, Pulaski, VA, 24301, 540-980-
7710, msaunders@pulaskicounty.
org). The Board of Zoning Appeals 
considers appeals of the Zoning 
Administrator’s decisions and the 
interpretation of the County’s Zon-
ing Ordinances.

• Monday, April 24, 2023, Pu-
laski County Board of Supervisors 
Regular Meeting, Board Room, Pu-
laski County Administration Build-
ing, 143 Third Street N.W., in the 
Town of Pulaski, Virginia; Execu-
tive Session, 6 p.m., Open Meeting, 
7 p.m. (Contact: Ashley Edmonds, 
Clerk,  143 Third Street N.W., Suite 

1, Pulaski, VA, 24301, 540-980-
7705, aedmonds@pulaskicounty.
org). The Board of Supervisors 
is the governing body for Pulaski 
County and is responsible for the 
budget and concerns of its citizens.

• Tuesday, April 25, 2023, Pulas-
ki County Public Service Authori-
ty Board of Directors Budget Work 
Session, Executive Training Room, 
Pulaski County Administration 
Building, 143 Third Street N.W., in 
the Town of Pulaski, Virginia; 2:30 
p.m., (Contact: Ashley Edmonds, 
Clerk, Pulaski County Public Ser-
vice Authority, 143 Third Street 
N.W., Suite 1, Pulaski, VA, 24301, 
540-980-7705, aedmonds@pulas-
kicounty.org).  This Board is re-
sponsible for the operation of wa-
ter, sewer, garbage and streetlight 
service in Pulaski County.

• Tuesday, April 25, 2023, Fair-
lawn Sewer Authority Board of 
Directors Meeting, Conference 
Room, Peppers Ferry Regional 
Wastewater Treatment Authority 
Administration Building, 7797 
Mason Street, Fairlawn, Virginia, 
6:30 p.m. (Contact:  Fairlawn Tax 
and Bookkeeping, 7351 Peppers 
Ferry Boulevard, Village Oaks 
Plaza, Fairlawn, Virginia, 24141, 
540-633-5146). This Board man-
ages daily operations for the sew-
er infrastructure in the immediate 
Fairlawn area.  

Continued from Page A9

Meetings

FAC for the NRV hosts 
Scholastic Art Awards

By WILLIAM PAINE
The Patriot

The Fine Arts Center for the New 
River Valley hosted a reception 
for the Scholastic Art and Writing 
Awards this past Sunday, March 
26. This is the 100th Anniversary 
of the Scholastic Awards, which 
have grown to become the coun-
try’s most prestigious awards for 
creative teens.

Art works from 72 high school 
and middle school students were 
accepted out of more than 500 en-
tries into this scholastic art com-
petition. Artwork submitted by 
these students garnered Gold Key, 
Silver Key, and Honorable Mention 
awards. The highest rated works of 
art are listed as American Vision 
Nominees and National Award 
Winners.

This year, thanks to an anon-
ymous donor, American Vision 
Nominees will receive a $250 
scholarship from the Fine Arts 
Center. 

“Isn’t this art amazing?” Asked 
FAC for the NRV Executive Direc-
tor Becky Lattuca. “We hope to be 
able to o昀昀er these scholarships ev-
ery year.”

Among the scholarship winners 
was Trent Hollandsworth of Rad-

ford High School for an illus-
tration entitled Teething. Olivia 
Close, of Dalton Intermediate 
School in Radford also won a 
scholarship for a piece entitled, 
Princess De La Muerte.

For the 昀椀rst time in years, the 
work of a Pulaski High School 
student won recognition in the 
Scholastic Awards as Quinn Wei-
gel garnered an Honorable Men-
tion for her art portfolio.

“Pattie Nuckles and Ashley 
Tawney at Pulaski County High 
School have been especially good 
about promoting this program 
with their kids,” said FAC Pres-
ident J.R. “Next year we hope to 
have some submissions from Pu-
laski Middle School.”

National Award Winners, 
American Vision Nominees, Gold 
Key, Silver Key and Honorable 
Mention designees were recog-
nized at a ceremony held at the 
Pulaski Theatre later that after-
noon.

 Olivia Close $250 scholarship 
– Based on the piece not the in-
dividual so Alex Henion from 
Burton Center for Arts and Tech-
nology has three separate pieces – 
American Vision $750 from FAC 

Trent Hollinsworth – Radford 
Student – Grade 10 – Age 16

Dalton Intermediate

Above:
American Visions Nominee 
Trent Hollinsworth a 10th grad-
er at Radford High School won 
a $250 scholarship for his entry 
into the Scholastic Art Awards
--

At Right:
Olivia Close of Dalton Interme-
diate School in Radford won a 
$250 scholarship from the Fine 
Arts Center for her work enti-
tled “Princess De La Muerte”
--

Far Right:
Quinn Weigel of Pulaski County 
High School garnered an Hon-
orable Mention for her Portfolio 
of work seen here. 

William Paine/The Patriot
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Photo courtesy of NRCC
Sassafras Bluegrass Band

NRCC Concert Series to 
hold free concert on April 8

The music of Sassafras Blue-
grass Band will be featured 
during New River Community 
College’s Concert Series event 
on Sat., April 8, 2023. Music 
will begin at 6 p.m. in 117 Ed-
wards Hall at NRCC in Dublin.

Sassafras Bluegrass Band 
is based in the foothills of the 
Blue Ridge Mountains of North 
Carolina.  The group is a blue-
grass band who pays homage to 
the Bill Monroe and the Flatt 
& Scruggs era but also enjoys 
pushing the edge of progressive 
Newgrass music as well. Their 
repertoire also includes a range 
of musical styles including old 
time, country, folk, western 
swing and originals.  Sassa-
fras Bluegrass Band members 
have performed at a long list 
of festivals and venues includ-
ing Merlefest, Walnut Valley 
Festival, Riverhawk Music Fes-
tival, Songs of the Mountain, 
King Pup Syndicated Radio, 
Red White and Bluegrass Fes-
tival, Albino Skunk Festival, 
Plum Hollow Festival, Chomp 

& Stomp Festival, Mean Fid-
dler, Bean Blossom Bluegrass 
Festival, Gettysburg Bluegrass 
Festival, High Mountain Blue-
grass Festival, Pickin’ on the 
Plains, Rogersville Bluegrass 
Festival, Outer Banks Blue-
grass Festival, Wickenburg 
Bluegrass Festival, and many 
others. Collectively, they have 
shared the stage or studio with 
Doc Watson, Jack Lawrence, 
Charlie Waller, Josh Graves, 
John Cowan, Jim Lauderdale, 
Ronnie Bowman, Tony Rice, 
Russell Moore, Jim Buchanan, 
Allison Krauss, Tim O’Brien, 
Mark O’Connor, Laurie Lewis, 
Tony Furtado and many others. 
The group includes Wes Tuttle 
on mandolin, 昀椀ddle and vo-
cals; Gray Tuttle on banjo and 
vocals; Josh Scott on bass and 
vocals; and Randy Gambill on 
guitar and vocals.

Corporate sponsors of the 
music events include Ander-
son Audiology, Dublin; August 
Jewelers & Boutique, Inc., Rad-
ford; CCCKY, LLC – Fazoli’s, 

Dublin; Deanie Hall – State 
Farm Agent, Dublin; Estes 
Auto & Truck Parts Inc., Pi-
lot; First Community Bank, 
Pulaski; Gregory Seeding and 
Landscaping Company, Pulas-
ki; King Tire Service, Pulaski; 
Lee’s Body Shop, Pearisburg; 
Martin’s Pharmacy, Pulaski; 
Pepsi Cola Bottling Co., Dub-
lin; Pulaski Patriot, Pulaski; 
SERVPRO, Montgomery & Pu-
laski Counties; and Southern 
Furniture Warehouse, Radford.

The doors open at 5 p.m. for 
the show. Admission is free; 
however, donations will be ac-
cepted to help o昀昀set the travel 
expenses for the musicians. The 
music events are typically held 
the second Saturday of each 
month through April at NRCC, 
a Crooked Road a昀케liated ven-
ue.

For more information about 
the NRCC Concert Series, 
please contact Tim Jones at 
(540) 674-3625 or visit www.
nr.edu/concerts.  

Tracy Burlingame of Riner won 
the Radford Photo Club’s March 
challenge, Street Photography, and 
tied for second with a photo taken 
outside a beauty shop.

Linda Waggaman of Radford 
tied for second. “While trying to 
complete our assignment of street 
photography, I was taken by a view 
between two buildings in down-
town Radford,” she said. 

The Radford Photo Club is made 
up of professional and amateur 
photographers from throughout 
the New River Valley. Meetings, 
events, and outings are open to the 

public.
The next meeting will be April 

20 at 6 p.m. at the Radford Public 
Library. Becky Lattuca, director 
of the Fine Arts Center for the 
New River Valley, will provide 
instruction on matting and fram-
ing photos. Attendees are invited 
to bring photos they would like 
to discuss how to frame for maxi-
mum impact or those that are not a 
standard size.

If you have questions about the 
Radford Photo Club, email Lucy 
Gilmore at lucyg.gilmore@gmail.
com or mborgarelli@gmail.com

March photo club winners, 
April meeting announced

McGraws

Comb
Inbetween
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PLEASE SUPPORT THESEPLEASE SUPPORT THESE
LOCAL BUSINESSESLOCAL BUSINESSES

A Needed Water Line Project Has Forced The Closing Of 
A Por tion Of West Main Street In Downtown Pulaski.

That Closing Threatens The Very Survival Of Several Of These Businesses.

             Fine Ar ts Center  

                  Ar t Gallery  

                21 W Main St.  

540-980-7363

                   GRT Gifts  

                 Game Store  

               47 W Main St.  

540-831-9233

  Pulaski Dance Productions  

              Dance Studio  

             10 W Main St.  

540-230-0278

             Wedding Center  

               Wedding Shop  

               72  W Main St.  

540-980-4222

                                 

93 W Main St.  

540-505-4153

Amazing Grace 

           Boutique & Café    

             76 W Main St.  

540-320-7962

Tactical & Precision Shooting 

Gun & Merchandise

 57 W Main St. 

540-616-4722

          Leslie Far thing CPA  

                        CPA  

29  W Main St.

 

                 Clothing  

             94 W Main St.  

Wings Tails & Fins

                  Pet Store  

              6  W Main St.  

540-268-0983

              Pulaski Theater  

                     Theater  

               14 W Main St.  

540-994-9555

          Painting in the Spir it       

Painting Business 

89 W Main St.  

 540-239-5189

The
Wedding
CenTer

Leslie 

Farthing, 

CPA

Contemporary Concepts   

Boutique

FREE
PARKING
Is Available At

Three Lots Near

The Downtown:

1: On East Main St. 

(between Glenn  

Insurance and Ver izon)

2: Corner of 

Washington and

Third Street

3: Corner of

West Main St. and

Je昀昀erson Avenue

Denoted On The Map

With A “P”

This Page Is  Sponsored By The Town of Pulaski, 

Pulaski On Main and The Patriot

Always Try To Shop Local!Always Try To Shop Local!
And  In The Weeks To Come

Please Don’t Forget These 

Downtown Businesses

GRT

Gifts
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BISHOPBISHOP

INSURANCEINSURANCE

• AutoAuto

• HomeHome

• MedicalMedical
SupplementalSupplemental

• Final• Final
ExpensesExpenses

540-443-3900540-443-3900
1999 South Main Street, Suite 500C1999 South Main Street, Suite 500C

Blacksburg, VA 24060Blacksburg, VA 24060
www.bishopins.netwww.bishopins.net

LIKE THE PATRIOT ON FACEBOOK
at

Pulaski County-Patriot

Hokies face LSU in Final Four
Hokiesport.com

SEATTLE — Dallas, here come 
the Hokies! Elizabeth Kitley and 
Georgia Amoore combined for 
49 points to lift Virginia Tech to 
an 84-74 victory over Ohio State 
in the Seattle Regional 3 昀椀nal of 
the NCAA Women’s Basketball 
Tournament Monday night inside 
Climate Pledge Arena.

 Making their debut in the Elite 
Eight, the Hokies’ (31-4) historic 
season now continues with their 
昀椀rst trip to the Final Four, which 
begins Friday at 7 p.m. ET against 
LSU in Dallas, Texas.

 Ohio State (28-8), which 
knocked o昀昀 UConn in the Sweet 
16 and ended the Huskies’ streak 
of 14 straight Final Fours, was 
seeking its second trip to the Final 
Four in program history (1993). 
However, Tech overcame its 昀椀rst 
de昀椀cit of the NCAA Tournament 
to continue its postseason run.

Kitley recorded her 56th ca-
reer double-double, surpassing 
Regan Magarity for the program 
record, behind a game-high-tying 
25 points and a game-high 12 re-
bounds. The Summer昀椀eld, N.C., 
native scored seven straight points 
for Tech to open the fourth quarter.

 Amoore dialed up 24 points, her 
sixth straight game of at least 21 
points. She connected on at least 
four threes for the fourth straight 
contest. Cayla King scored nine of 
her 12 points in the opening stanza, 
while Taylor Soule also chipped in 
12 points on 4 of 7 shooting.

 The Hokies were money from 
the charity stripe, converting 24 of 
28 attempts (85.7%). Tech owned 
the glass with a 32-24 rebounding 
advantage.

 Taylor Mikesell led the Buck-
eyes in the scoring column with 
25 on 7 for 11 shooting from be-
yond the arc. She scored 19 in the 
昀椀rst half. Jacy Sheldon and Cotie 
McMahon, the Big Ten Freshman 
of the Year, contributed 19 and 18 
points, respectively.

 
How it Happened
» Tech hit its 昀椀rst seven shots 

of the game, including three from 
beyond the arc en route to a 17-12 
advantage

» A driving layup by Sheldon 
at the 1:49 mark gave Ohio State a 
23-22 lead, which was the Hokies’ 
昀椀rst de昀椀cit of the NCAA Tourna-
ment

» The Buckeyes held Tech with-
out a 昀椀eld goal for the 昀椀nal 4:17 of 

Hokiesports.com
Hokies head coach Kenny Brooks celebrates his team’s reaching the Final Four.

Georgia Amoore drives against Ohio State.

the opening stanza in building a 25-
22 advantage through 10 minutes

» VT responded in the second 
quarter, shooting 61.5% (8-13) to 
reclaim the lead at 48-45 heading 
into halftime

» Both teams combined to shoot 
59.6% in the 昀椀rst half (34-57)

» The Hokies limited OSU to 4 
of 15 shooting in the third quarter 

(26.7%), while Amoore hit one of 
her signature step-back threes to 
punctuate the end of the period with 
Tech in front, 63-55

» Kitley opened the 昀椀nal frame 
by scoring Tech’s 昀椀rst seven points

» Ohio State got no closer than 
six points the rest of the way as 
the Hokies knocked down 10 free 
throws in the fourth quarter

Game Notes
» VT advances to the Final Four 

for the 昀椀rst time in program history 
after making its Elite Eight debut 
Monday night

» The Hokies improved to 2-0 
against Ohio State all-time

» VT moved to 13-11 in NCAA 
Tournament games (12 appearanc-
es)

» The Hokies won their 15th con-
secutive game – tying their longest 
win streak since VT won 15 straight 
to open the Kenny Brooks era

See HOKIES, page B3

Secrist,
Keefer
make 
All-State
Hampton’s Kennedy 
Harris selected Class 4 
Girls Player of the Year; 
Hampton’s Shanda 
Bailey named Class 4 
Girls Coach of the Year  

CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va. 
— The Virginia High School 
League announces its 2023 Class 
4 all-state girls basketball team. 
Hampton’s 5’7” senior guard Ken-
nedy Harris is the Class 4 Player 
of the Year, and Hampton’s head 
coach Shanda Bailey is the Class 
4 Coach of the Year.

Pulaski County’s Keslyn Se-
crist was named to the First Team, 
while the Lady Cougars’ Hannah 
Keefer was named to the Second 
Team.

Harris, a versatile shooting 
guard and point guard, averaged 
31.4 points per game this season, 
leading the Crabbers to the state 
title. In the state championship 
game against Pulaski County, 
Harris had a game-high 31 points 
going 11-of-21 from the 昀氀oor, in-
cluding 5-of-9 from three-point. 
She also chipped in three assists 
and two steals. A second-team all-
state selection last season, Harris 
signed her NLI in November to 
play at George Mason University. 

Bailey led the Crabbers to a 
23-4 and the Class 4 state title with 
a 75-63 win over Pulaski County 
in the 昀椀nals. The road to the 昀椀nals 
came with wins over Hanover, 45-
28, in the state quarter昀椀nals and 

See STATE, page B4

PCHS 
softball 
routs 
Radford
Patriot Sta昀昀 Report

Laken Greever struck out 11 
and Sydney Phibbs went 3-for-3 at 
the plate in an 11-0 rout  of Rad-
ford on Tuesday at Pulaski County 
School.

Pulaski County scored 昀椀ve runs 
in their half of the 昀椀rst inning to 
take the lead for good.

Greever went the 昀椀ve-inning 
distance for the Lady Cougars to 
get the win. She surrendered only 
昀椀ve hits in the shutout victory.

Phibbs had a big day at the plate, 
getting three hits – one a homerun 
– and plated three RBI.

Paige Hu昀昀 and Addison Puckett 
had two hits for Pulaski County.

The Lady Cougars also kept 
Radford’s defense busy all after-
noon, grabbing four stolen bases 
with Hu昀昀, Phibbs, Victoria Hale 
and Tori Vest all swiping bases.

Pulaski County (2-3) traveled to 
Roanoke Thursday to face Patrick 
Henry at 5 p.m.

The Lady Cougars host George 
Wythe (Wednesday) and Hidden 
Valley on Thursday, April 5 and 
6. Gametimes, weather permitting 
are 5 p.m.

Yard Sales
Are Free

In
The Patriot

Call 
540-808-3949

or email
ads@pcpatriot.com
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35+ Years
Of Friendly
Professional

Service
(540) 980-1117

Corner of 5th Street & Washington Ave., Pulaski
Wayne McGlothlin, Broker   540-616-4587

Phyllis Hetherington  540-320-7278, Associate Broker    
Pat Farmer 540-320-4698    Debbie Radcliffe 540-629-4761   

SERVICING THE ENTIRE NEW RIVER VALLEY & CLAYTOR LAKE
RESIDENTIAL. COMMERCIAL. PROPERTY MANAGEMENT.

THINKING OF A CAREER CHANGE? COME WORK WITH THE HOMETOWN TEAM

hometownpulaski@gmail.com

Home Town Realty

List Your Real Estate For Sale With Me
• 51 Years of Experience. 

• Principle Broker at McCraw Real Estate 
in Radford. 

• Top Producer. 
• Knows Real Estate Values. 

• State Licensed Auctioneer for 37 Years.  
 • Thousand of Homes Sold. 

I can sell your Home, Farm or 
Land for you! 

REALTOR and Member of New River Val-
ley Multiple Listing Service. I o昀昀er the Best 
Real Estate Service you can 昀椀nd.  Call me! 
Terry McCraw today at (540) 320-5200.

www.insurancecenterofdublin.com

543 East Main Street
Dublin, VA 24084 • 540-674-4678

See Us For All Your 
Auto, Home, Life, Business Insurance 

and Medicare Plans!

CALLCALL

540-838-1915540-838-1915
ISA Certi昀椀ed ArboristISA Certi昀椀ed Arborist

YARD SALES

Big Estate Sale: At 910 Valley 
Road, Pulaski (come to Randolph 
Avenue, turn left, follow the signs 
to the sale). Glassware starting at 
50 cents and furniture starting at 
$5. Thursday – Saturday, 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m. the next four  weeks.

Moving Sale/Yard Sale: Friday, 
March  31 and April 1 at 1018 
Custis Street, Radford (rain or 
shine). Microwaves, kitchen sup-
plies, chair and ottoman, end ta-
ble, three Pet Porter crates, 昀氀oral 
supplies, craft supplies, Fostoria 
glassware (green), full oak bed 
head board and foot board, mis-
cellaneous good houseware items.

REAL ESTATE:

Graveyard Plots for Sale: High-
land Memory Gardens, Dublin. 
Two each, side-by-side. Plots 220, 
Block D, Units 1 and 2; Section 
6 in Garden of Four Gospels. 
$2,500 each. Call 833-858-8265 
for details.

FOR SALE:  
MISCELLANEOUS

For Sale: Kennedy 7 ft. 5 in. 
Christmas tree – paid $99, will 
sell for $20. Princess House Crys-
tal, Longaberger baskets and met-
al bed frames. Call 540-230-5386.

For Sale: 14-Foot Sears 昀氀at bot-
tom Jon boat. Call 276-613-7666 
or 540-674-5793.

For Sale: Two leather rocker re-
cliners. Dark brown. $25 each. 
Really good shape. Call 540-980-
2712.

For Sale:24 sections of 4’ long x 
12” w. preformed roof ridge vents 
w/昀椀lters - new $100.00. Email: 
markrobinson2900@gmail.com

For Sale: Furniture, pet cages, 
Princess House Crystal, Harley 
Davidson helmet (new). Call 540-
230-5386.

FAIR HOUSING 
NOTICE:

We are pledged to the letter 
and spirit of Virginia’s poli-
cy for achieving equal hous-
ing opportunity throughout 
the Commonwealth.
We encourage and support 
advertising and marketing 
programs in which there 
are no barriers to obtaining 
housing because of race, 
color, religion, national ori-
gin, sex, elderliness, famil-
ial status or handicap.

For more information or to 
昀椀le a housing complaint, 
call the Virginia Housing 
O昀케ce at (804) 367-8530; 
toll-free call (888) 551-3247.
For hearing-impaired, call 
(804) 367-9753. E-mail fair-
housing@dpor.virginia.gov.

For Sale: Shoes (Skechers and two 
pair of Rebok). Womens Size 11 
wide, white. Call 540-980-5689.

Pear shaped diamond ring, 14K 
yellow gold, size 7, price reduced 
to $475. Includes information card 
with details about the ring. Call 
540-980-5361.

Yard Sales
Are Free

In
The Patriot

Call 
540-808-3949

or email
ads@pcpatriot.com
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LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

AUCTIONS 

AUCTION. 168 Acre Equestri-
an Facility located outside Rich-
mond, VA. 28,000 sq ft Indoor 
Riding Ring & Barn with 35 
Stalls. DudleyResources.com 
(804) 709-1954.

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Ad-
vertise your upcoming auctions 
statewide and in other states. Af-
fordable Print and Digital Solu-
tions reaching your target audi-
ences. Call this paper or Landon 
Clark at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

DOGS, PET CARE

Happy Jack® Liquivict2x® is rec-
ognized safe & e昀昀ective against 
hook & round worms in dogs by 
US CVM. Double strength. 3 year 
stability.  At Tractor Supply®.

FARMS/FISH

Live Fish for restocking ponds. 
Over 25 species available. We 
deliver. Colorful catalogue upon 
request. Zetts Fish Farm P.O. Box 
5 Inwood, W.V. 25428. Call 304-
821-4496, 304-995-9202. Cell 
304-820-6986.

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Now O昀昀ering Financing!  Ron-
nie Jenkins II Windows, Siding, 
Roo昀椀ng and Gutters!  FREE Es-
timates! Call 804-739-8207 for 
More Details! American Made 
Products!

Eliminate gutter cleaning forev-
er! LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% o昀昀 Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-877-614-6667

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during 
utility power outages, so your 
home and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free quote to-
day! Call for additional terms and 
conditions. 1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a so-
lar plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your reli-
ance on the grid, prepare for pow-
er outages and power your home. 
Full installation services avail-
able. $0 Down Financing Option. 
Request a FREE, no obligation, 
quote today. Call 1-833-688-1378

Replace your roof with the best 
looking and longest lasting ma-
terial – steel from Erie Metal 
Roofs! Three styles and multiple 
colors available. Guaranteed to 
last a lifetime! Limited Time Of-
fer - $500 Discount + Addition-
al 10% o昀昀 install (for military, 
health workers & 1st responders.) 
Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-844-
902-4611

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. Now fea-
turing our FREE shower package 
and $1600 O昀昀 for a limited time! 
Call today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-877-591-9950

The bathroom of your dreams 
for as little as $149/month! BCI 
Bath & Shower. Many options 
available. Quality materials & 
professional installation. Senior 
& Military Discounts Available. 
Limited Time O昀昀er - FREE vir-
tual in-home consultation now 
and SAVE 15%! Call Today! 
1-844-945-1631

LIVESTOCK SALES

Knoll Crest Farm Spring Bull & 
Female Sale, Saturday, April 8, 
2023 at Noon. Featuring 80+ An-
gus, Polled Hereford, Gelbvieh 
and Balancer Bulls. 60+ Elite 
Registered Angus, Hereford & 
Balancer Bred Heifers. 80+ Com-
mercial Bred Heifers. Knoll Crest 
Farm, Red House, VA 434-376-
3567. Pre-register at KnollCrest-
Farm.com.

SERVICES

D I V O R C E - U n c o n t e s t -
ed, $475+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$295.00. No court ap-

pearance. Estimated completion 
time twenty-one days. Hilton Ol-
iver, Attorney (Facebook). 757-
490-0126. Se Habla Espanol. BBB 
Member. https://hiltonoliverattor-
neyva.com. 

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mo-
bility with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of Inogen 
One. Free information kit! Call 
888-608-4974

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real dental insurance 
- NOT just a discount plan. Do not 
wait! Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all 
the details! 1-888-550-3083 www.
dental50plus.com/virginia #6258

FREE high speed internet for those 
that qualify. Government program 
for recipients of select programs 
incl. Medicaid, SNAP, Housing 
Assistance, WIC, Veterans Pen-
sion, Survivor Bene昀椀ts, Lifeline, 

Tribal. 15 GB internet service. 
Bonus o昀昀er: Android tablet FREE 
with one-time $20 copay. Free 
shipping & handling. Call Maxsip 
Telecom today! 1-855-970-1995

NOTICE OF JUDICIAL SALE OF REAL PROPERTY
On or subsequent to May 2, 2023, proceedings will be commenced under authority of §§58.1-3965 et seq. of the Code of Virginia to sell 
the following real properties for non-payment of Pulaski County real estate taxes:

Title owner(s) of record   Address or Location  Tax map/parcel number(s)       Tax account number(s)

AKERS, ALICIA J.   1101 Crescent Street, Pulaski         071-13-80-6 & 7  12360
   
BENNETT, JASON C.   5603 Rolling Hills Drive, Dublin         047-23-5-15   18843

BRYAN, DONNIE R.   5165 Colonial Drive, Dublin         056-4-8-8 & 9  14913

BURNETT, DEBRA D.   2621 Old Baltimore Road, Draper         106-4-8   3546
                 106-7-1   3547

CALEFFI, STEPHEN M.   701 Orchard Road, Pulaski         072-160-23   19655

CRAWFORD, PEGGY ANN  1973 Alum Spring Road, Pulaski         063-13-2   3187

DUNFORD, RUTH JEAN   755 Dillon Street, Pulaski          072-90-4   6021
DUNFORD, RONALD L., JR.              072-91-D-17F  6022
DUNFORD, GENEI L.

HOLSTON, DEAN LEE   89.5± acre, Boon Furnace, Hiwassee       122-1-4B   19523

LEFLER, JAMES T.   1700 Wysor Road, Draper          121-1-1   10411
LEFLER, THOMAS M. & TRAVIS M.

MUNSEY, JOHN E.   3329 Little Creek Road, Dublin         016-1-1A   12017

ROBERTSON, MAURY J.  4122 Evans Street, Pulaski          071-6-36A & 37  1127

TOLBERT, THORNE   2883 Mt. Olivet Road, Pulaski         071-1-36   9582

The respective title owners of the above-identi昀椀ed real properties may redeem their property at any time before the date of sale by paying 
all accumulated taxes, penalties, interest, and costs owed against same, including the costs of publication.  However, if the delinquent 
taxes, penalties, interest, and costs are not paid prior to 昀椀ling of suit, then the property owner(s) will be further liable for litigation costs 
and attorney’s fees incurred.

       Melinda L. Worrell, Treasurer of Pulaski County 

Regina R. Piland 
‘TLC With World Class Service’

Century 21 Valley Real Estate

Cell - 540-818-9187

O昀케ce- 540-674-1800
Email: ReginaRPiland@Gmail.com

Webb Site: www.ReginaRPiland.com

FOR RENT

PRIME DUBLIN LOCATION

Separate O昀케ce or O昀케ce suites up to 1259 SF W/Bath 
Remodeled - NEW Carpet, Paint, Etc.

 Immediate Occupancy Available
Rent depends on the size of the O昀케ce/Suite 

Handicapped Access  & parking for 32
Wired for High-Speed Internet

The renter pays for Electric, Water, Sewer, Trash, & Internet

Call David Skewes at Work at 540-674-8000.

140 Broad Street, Dublin

PRICE REDUCED TO $895,000
Check Details & Pictures at www.ReginaRPiland.com

Notice is given pursuant to the Pulaski County Uni昀椀ed Development 
Ordinance and Section 15.2-2310 of the 1950 Code of Virginia, as 
amended, that a public hearing will be held at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 
April 18, 2023 in the Board Room of the County Administration 
Building, 143 Third Street, NW, Pulaski, VA 24301. The Pulaski 
County Board of Zoning Appeals is hosting a Public Hearing and 
will receive public comments in relationship to the applications as 
listed below:

A) Petition by Andrew & Julie Rosenberger, Variance 
to Article 4.7C, Setbacks in Low      Density Residential 
Zone District, of the Pulaski County Uni昀椀ed Development 
Ordinance. The property is located at 6133 Hall Drive 
Dublin, VA 24141 Tax Map # 066-002-0000-0013 Ingles 
District. 

B) Petition by TAS Design, Inc on behalf of Robert 
and Wendy Rotanz, Variance to Article 4.8.C, Setback 
Requirement in Medium Density Residential Zone District, 
of the Pulaski County Uni昀椀ed Development Ordinance. 
The property is located at 4005 Cabin Land Drive Radford, 
VA 24141 Tax Map # 084-003-0000-0008, Ingles District. 

Comments may be presented at the meeting and by phone or in 
writing prior to the meeting. Information regarding these items are 
available for public inspection from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, at the Department of Planning & Zoning, County 
Administration Building, 143 Third Street, NW, Pulaski, VA 24301.

If you are a disabled individual and would like special auxiliary 
aids or services, please contact the County’s ADA Compliance 
O昀케cer at (540) 980-7800 (TDD accessible) or (540) 980-7705, ten 
(10) days prior to the above meeting date.  

Public Notice
Pulaski County

Board of Zoning Appeals

Remember 
Your Loved 
One On A 

Special Day
With An

In Memoriam
Notice

In 
The Patriot

Call 
540-808-3949

» Tech earned its 31st victory of 
the season (program record)

» VT recorded its eighth win 
over an AP Top-25 team (program 
record)

» Tech is a No. 1 seed for the 昀椀rst 
time in program history

» Georgia Amoore topped the 
20-point plateau for the 14th time 
this season and sixth straight game 
– the longest streak by a Tech player 
in 20 years

» Elizabeth Kitley recorded the 
56th double-double of her career, 

passing Regan Magarity’s 55; Kit-
ley 昀椀nished with team highs in 
points (25) and rebounds (12)

» Tech generated 73 of its 84 
points from Kitley, Amoore and 
the free-throw line

Up Next
» Tech will face No. 3 seed LSU, 

the Greenville Region 2 champion, 
Friday at 7 p.m. ET on ESPN.  

» The Hokies have met the Ti-
gers three times, posting a 1-2 re-
cord all-time

Continued from Page B1

Hokies
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NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE LOCATED AT
636 FOURTH STREET, N.E., PULASKI, VIRGINIA

 In execution of a Deed of Trust from Robert L. Reed and William Stuart Cregger, a/k/a 
William Stuart Reed, a/k/a Stuart Cregger (both now deceased), for the bene昀椀t of National Bank of 
Blacksburg, dated November 25, 2020, recorded in the Pulaski County Circuit Court Clerk’s O昀케ce as 
land instrument # 2020-4374, there having been a default under said deed of trust and the promissory 
note secured by it, and the bene昀椀ciary secured thereby having directed execution thereof and having 
appointed Samuel D. Campbell as substitute trustee by Appointment of Substitute Trustee, dated 
March 20, 2023, recorded in said Clerk’s O昀케ce as land instrument # 2023-751, and 14 days prior 
written notice of sale having been given to all parties entitled to such notice under Virginia Code 
§55.1-321, I, Samuel D. Campbell, sole substitute trustee, shall proceed to execute said deed of trust 
by o昀昀ering the following real property for sale at public auction at the front of the Pulaski County 
Circuit Courthouse, 45 Third Street, N.W., Pulaski, Virginia, on Wednesday, Apr il 12, 2023 at 9:30 
a.m.:

Terms of Sale:  Cash deposit of 10% of the selling price (highest bid) of the property on 
the day of sale, full balance of the purchase price in cash or its equivalent at settlement within 20 
consecutive calendar days after the date of sale.  If the successful bidder defaults, then the property 
may be sold to the next highest bidder and the deposit shall be deemed forfeited.  Additional terms 
of sale may be announced at the time of sale.  The property will be sold and conveyed in “AS IS” 
condition, and title will be transferred by trustee’s deed with special warranty of title, subject to any 
and all easements, covenants, conditions, restrictions, reservations, and/or regulations existing at the 
time of sale.  
This is a communication from [a person deemed by the federal government to be] a debt collector who 
is attempting to collect a debt.  Any information obtained will be used for that purpose.
     
                                                                        Samuel D. Campbell, substitute trustee
                                                                        233 East Main Street
                                                                        Pulaski, Virginia 24301

For information contact:   Bob Sanders
     National Bank of Blacksburg
     101 Hubbard Street
     P.O. Box 90002
     Blacksburg, Virginia 24062
                                                                        tel 540 951 6392

Located at 636 Fourth Street, N.E., Town of Pulaski, Pulaski County, Virginia, currently 
bearing tax map/parcel # 72-51-246-17 & 18, tax account # 8997, being Lots 17 & 18 in Block 
246 of the Town of Pulaski, as fully described in the aforesaid 11-25-2020 deed of trust and in 
a deed dated June 30, 2008, recorded the Pulaski County Circuit Court Clerk’s O昀케ce as land 
instrument # 2008-3110.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF SPECIAL COMMISSIONER’S SALE OF 

REAL PROPERTY LOCATED AT
528 KERRY STREET, TOWN OF DUBLIN, 

PULASKI COUNTY, VIRGINIA
Pursuant to an Order of sale entered by the Circuit Court of Pulaski County on March 27, 2023 in the 
case of County of Pulaski, Virginia  v. Donald R. Hodge, et al., case # 2022-537, Samuel D. Campbell, 
special commissioner, shall o昀昀er the following real property for sale at public auction on Wednesday, 
Apr il 12, 2023 at 10:00 a.m. at the front of the Pulaski County Circuit Cour thouse, 45 Third 
Street, N.W., Pulaski, Virginia:

Terms of Sale: Cash deposit of 20% of the selling price (highest bid) on the day of sale, full balance 
of the purchase price in collected funds (no personal checks) within 10 calendar days after the date 
of entry of an Order of con昀椀rmation by the Circuit Court of Pulaski County.  If the successful bidder 
defaults, then the property may be sold to the next highest bidder and the deposit shall be deemed 
forfeited.  Additional terms of sale may be announced at the time of sale.  The property will be sold 
and conveyed in “AS IS” condition, in all respects and aspects, and title will be transferred by special 
commissioner’s deed with special warranty of title, subject to any and all easements, covenants, 
conditions, restrictions, reservations, and/or regulations of record a昀昀ecting the property.  The sale is 
subject to con昀椀rmation by the Circuit Court of Pulaski County.  Notice is hereby given that the title 
owner of record of the above-identi昀椀ed property, Donald R. Hodge, may redeem his property prior to 
4:30 p.m. on April 11, 2023 by paying in full to the Treasurer of Pulaski County and the Treasurer of 
the Town of Dublin all delinquent taxes (both county and town), lien amounts, penalties, interest, and 
publication and litigation costs, pursuant to Virginia Code §§58.1-3965 et seq.

Samuel D. Campbell, special commissioner

A 0.399 acre parcel of improved land located at 528 Kerry Street in the Town of Dublin, Pulaski 
County, Virginia, currently bearing tax map/parcel # 56-6-F-15, tax account # 20554, as acquired 
by Donald R. Hodge by deed dated August 30, 2004, recorded in the Pulaski County Circuit 
Court Clerk’s O昀케ce as land instrument # 2004-5313.

The Pulaski County Planning Commission will convene to review 
(2) Applications in April. In accordance with the Code of Virginia, 
the Planning Commission will host two public hearings beginning 
at 7:00 p.m. on TUESDAY, April 11, 2023 in the Board Room of 
the County Administration Building, 143 Third Street, NW, in the 
Town of Pulaski to receive comments about the applications as 
listed below;

1. Proposed text amendments to the Pulaski County Uni昀椀ed 
Development Ordinance (UDO). Text amendments relate 
to Article 4, 5, 8 and 11.

2. Rezone Application submitted by David Laws to rezone 
Tax Map 039-001-0000-0003 from Commercial (CM) to 
High Density Residential (HR) located at 6011 Belspring 
Road Radford, VA 24141, Cloyd District.

The public can request information and/or submit comments as part 
of the public hearing process, by using any one of the following 
methods; E-mail: Send information request or public comment 
to Markie Saunders at msaunders@pulaskicounty.org. Phone: 
Contact Markie Saunders at 540-980-7710 or 540-440-0025 to 
learn more, or to have your comment transcribed for the public 
hearing. Regular Mail: Send your request for information or your 
comment to; Planning & Zoning Department, County of Pulaski, 
143 Third Street, NW, Suite 1, Pulaski, VA 24301. In Person: By 
attending the meeting at the location listed. For disabled individuals 
who may require special auxiliary aids or services, the County 
upon request will make reasonable accommodations available. 
Contact the County’s ADA Compliance O昀케cer at (540) 980-7800 
(TDD accessible) or (540) 980-7705, ten (10) days prior to the above 
meeting date to arrange for these special accommodations.

Public Notice
Pulaski County

Planning Commission

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT

The New River Valley Airport proposes to grant an easement for 
a term in excess of 昀椀ve (5) years a昀昀ecting a portion of the land of 
the New River Valley Airport approximately 0.25 miles in length 
and 100 feet in width for the purpose of installing lines above 
ground for transmitting and/or distributing electric power.  A copy 
of the full text of the resolution for this purpose is on 昀椀le in the 
o昀케ce of the manager of the New River Valley Airport, 5391 C. 
V. Jackson Road,  Bldg. #4, Dublin, VA   24084.   The new River 
Valley Airport Commission invites bids for the easement proposed 
to be granted, which bids shall be in writing and delivered to the 
o昀케ce of the manager of the New River Valley Airport by 5:00 p.m., 
Wednesday, April 5, 2023.  The New River Valley Airport Com-
mission reserves the right to reject any and all bids.

LEGAL NOTICE

King’s Fork, 55-49, in the state 
semi昀椀nals. The victory in the state 
title game 昀椀nals claimed Hamp-
ton’s fourth state championship 
and its second since 2020. The 
Crabbers won two Group AAA 
titles in 2001 and 2007.

Eight (8) players make up the 
昀椀rst and second teams regardless 
of position. Only those players 
selected to all-region 昀椀rst-teams 
are eligible for selection to the 
All-State team. Each All-State se-
lection committee comprises eight 
basketball coaches (2 from each 
Region). 

Continued from Page B1

State

Brian Bishop/The Patriot
Keslyn Secrist (left) and Hannah Keefer led the Lady Cougars to the Class 4 state title game this season.

Yard Sales
Are Free
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Cougar tennis team 
opens season with loss
Patriot Sta昀昀 Report

Pulaski County’s boys tennis 
team’s season 昀椀nally got underway 
at Christiansburg last Thursday 
(March23).

The Cougars fell hard to the Blue 
Demons, 9-0.

“After the 昀椀rst two home matches 
were postponed, starting the season 
away at Christiansburg ended our 
hopes of starting with a winning 
record,” said Cougars coach Chad 
Graham.

“Their No. 1 player is likely to 
contend for a state championship.  
Everyone else on the team is well-
trained. Hopefully, we will give 

them more competition when they 
visit Pulaski County on April 21,” 
Graham continued.

Pulaski County’s next match 
has Patrick Henry visiting PCHS.

Singles:
1. Camden Hite 0-6 1-6
2. Aaron Bennet 1-6 0-6
3. Mark Graham 1-6 1-6
4. Eli Duke 0-6 2-6
5. Ethan Worley 1-6 0-6
6. Jackson Rah Lan 1-6 0-6

Doubles:
1. Camden/Aaron 2-8
2. Mark/Ethan 1-8
3. Eli/Jackson 1-8

Exhibitions
Austin Sink 0-6 0-6
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Craig’s book recounts his ‘Road To Redemption’
By DANIELLE REID
The Patriot

Local author, Christopher D. 
Craig, Sr., has a story to tell – and 
he shares it through his new book 
“Road to Redemption: Living in 
Darkness and Finding My Way 
Out.”  

Craig’s story isn’t just about 
how a local author published a 
book.  Rather, it is a story about 
how God redeemed his life and 
put him on the path to be a Lamp 
to others who are in darkness, a 
Lifeboat to people going through 
rough waters, and a Ladder for 
them to climb out of the pit they 
are in.

“The Lord showered me with 
love and peace through the ups 
and downs of my life, leading me 
in this journey to 昀椀nd Christ,” ex-
plained Craig.  Quoting Matthew 
11:23 NIV, Craig continued, “I 
want to point others to the One 
who said, “Come to me, all you 
who are weary and burdened, and 
I will give you rest.” 

Life is not always smooth sailing 
and Craig’s life took many twists 
and turns.  He recalls life growing 
up Catholic; and being molested 
by a priest as an overweight 15-
year old.  It caused him to lose 
faith and become a self-conscious, 
self-serving kid, striving to be ac-
cepted.  As a high-school senior, 
he starred in the play, “South Pa-
ci昀椀c,” and found an audience who 
loved his singing and funny sense 
of humor.  He also encountered 
serious health issues with Crohn’s 
disease.  

“Even though I didn’t have 
eye-appeal with the cheerleader 
types, when I opened my mouth 
and sang, I got noticed,” he said. 
This new found talent escallated 
him into working at dinner the-
aters, singing in more musicals 
and eventually as an internation-
ally acclaimed singer on a cruise 
ship, traveling to three continents. 
However, the monotomy of the 
daily life aboard ship led to bore-
dom which led to too much drink-
ing.  

Craig recalls one particular 
cruise to a port in Mexico where 
cruise members would leave the 
ship and go away from the tourists 
to drink.  He recollects one bar-
game where they set up 34 double 
drinks around the bar and you had 
to drink as many as you could in 
an hour.  

“I was the youngest and thought 
I had something to prove, so I 
drank all 34 drinks but didn’t re-
member anything after that … 
other than I won the contest.  Af-
ter that, I pursued the lifestyle that 
gave me more wine, women and 
song.”  

During one of his cruises, Craig 
met a girl and fell in love.  Seeking 
more stability in his life, Craig re-
turned home to marry the girl of 
his dreams, but her parents said 
no.  He was 20 years old and she 
was only 18.  After their breakup, 
Craig attempted suicide.  His life 
took a nosedive and went into a 
tailspin, craving more self-grat-

i昀椀cation.  He began singing with 
the Fat Ammon’s Band in Myrtle 
Beach and received adulation from 
fans.  

“I had the look, the voice, a white 
Mustang convertible, but I was liv-
ing a lie.  I put all the e昀昀ort into my-
self and thought that would get me 
through,” he wistfully recalls.

Craig and the band were playing 
in Farmville for a Fourth of July 
concert when he met a new girl-
friend.  Craig’s health once again 
became an issue and the band let 
him go.  His girlfriend said she had a 
connection with a show in Nevada, 
so he sold everything and relocat-
ed – but by the time they got there, 
the show had closed and moved to 
Korea.  Because he didn’t have any 
money to return home, he lived in 
Durango, CO for a year.  There he 
was diagnosed with a serious case 
of Crohn’s disease, and almost died.  

The couple decided to get mar-
ried and later they had a son; and 
moved back to Virginia Beach, 
where he rejoined the band.  The 
marriage lasted only two years, 
when his wife took their car and 
child and left.  So Craig returned to 
his life of wine, women and song.  

“At that point, the pay was getting 
smaller, the miles were getting lon-
ger and I wasn’t getting any young-
er, so I dediced to leave the band.”  
Although Craig thought he wanted 
more of a normal life, he continued 
to lead the wine, women and song 
lifestyle.  He said he stopped look-
ing for “the one” (Mrs. Right) and 
instead looked for Mrs. Right-Now.

However, he did meet the fu-
ture Mrs. Right while playing at a 
Christmas party in Blue昀椀eld.  The 
couple hit it o昀昀 and did an im-
promptu 昀氀oor show, doing an Elvis 
impersonation.  Five months later 
Beth and Christopher were mar-
ried.  Together they have a son, Ja-
cob. Craig worked in several di昀昀er-
ent jobs including a cable company, 
deputy sheri昀昀, youth prison guard 
and worked with special needs 
children.  His wife is a third-grade 
school teacher in the Montgomery 
County School System.

During their 23-year marriage, 
Craig has su昀昀ered through more 
Crohn’s surgeries, stage 4 throat 
cancer and Parkinson’s disease, but 
believes, “The Lord has something 
else for me, that’s why I’m still 
alive.  That’s why I’m still here.”

Craig said it was during his 35 ra-
diation treatments for cancer that he 
found the Lord.  

“I was lying in the hospital bed 
two-months at a time, and could 
barely move.  It was a struggle even 
to get from the bed to the bathroom.  
One night, I felt a nudge to get out 
of bed.  I got up and walked a short 
distance, kicked a trash can over to 
the wall and put my hands up on the 
wall as high as I could.  While lean-
ing my head against the wall and 
getting sick, I managed to pour out 
my thoughts to God.  

“I don’t know how to talk to you 
or pray.  If this is it, it’s ok.  If not, 
let’s get on with it.”

“In response, I felt a surge in 
my 昀椀ngers down to my feet. Beth 
found a Christian radio station I 

Chris Craig

could listen to on my laptop.  The 
For King & Country song, ‘Proof of 
Your Love’ came on.  That’s when 
I completely knew. Beth looked at 
me and said, ‘there’s your proof.’  It 
con昀椀rmed I had found my faith.  I 
knew the Lord was the One guid-
ing me the whole time.  I just wasn’t 
giving Him the room to show me 
what I was supposed to do.”

Craig continued, “You don’t 
come to the Lord and give yourself 
up to Him without a 昀椀ght.  Satan 
attacked me really bad, to the point 
I was abusing pain killers because 
of Crones and cancer.  I voluntarily 
put myself in the hands of medical 
personnel who could help me.”

As he went through counseling, 
Craig experienced more of God’s 
grace and is free of the reliance on 
pain killers.  During that time, he 
had another heart-to-heart with the 
Lord.  “One night in the room, I 
said ‘Lord, can you show me how to 
know you?’  I wrote a song in two-
hours including lyrics and melody.  

We just have to be still and listen to 
Him,” Craig confesses.  His song is 
being prepared for future release.

Even though Craig is home-
bound and considered fully dis-
abled, he has found time to train his 
three-year-old emotional support 
dog, Marley; write his book “Road 
to Redemption” which was re-
leased on January 18, 2023; prepare 
the script for an upcoming TEDx 
speech for YouTube; and produced 
two videos promoting his book.  
He is also considering doing public 
speaking appearances in person or 
virtually from his home.

Craig’s book “Road to Redemp-
tion” is his journey of faith, meant 
to encourage others.  He says, “I 

felt my faith was taken from me 
at age 15, so I put my faith in my-
self.  Then I found out how much 
I really needed the Lord.  When I 
made him part of my life, things 
got so much better.  I had to take 
a trip and 昀椀nd the path.  It wasn’t 
straight – lots of curves and 
bumps.  But here I am and it’s all 
good.  I want to share and inspire 
other people and let them know 
they are not by themselves.  God 
is with them.”

The Road to Redemption can 
be purchased online at:  Chris-
topherDCraigSr.com, or in book-
stores everywhere. Local pur-
chaseres can get their book signed 
by Craig.

Remember 

Your Loved 

One On A 

Special Day

With An

In Memoriam

Notice

In 

The Patriot

Call 

540-808-3949

Pulaski man charged in 
Bentley Hollow shooting case
From Pulaski Police Department

On Friday, March 17, 2023 at 
approximately 9 p.m., o昀케cers re-
sponded to 255 Bentley Hollow 
Road in reference to shots 昀椀red. 
O昀케cers were later contacted by a 
victim who advised that someone 
had shot at their residence.

Detectives were called to the 
scene and discovered a total of 
eight bullet holes in the victim’s 
residence, two of which traveled 
through multiple walls and into the 
living room.

At the time of the shooting, three 
adults and four children were pres-
ent inside the residence, but no one 
was injured.

Ryan Lewis Grubb, 34 of Pulas-
ki was arrested and charged with 

multiple felonies including trans-
portation of a 昀椀rearm by a felon, 
shooting at an occupied dwelling 
and shooting from a vehicle.

We would like to thank the Pulas-
ki County Sheri昀昀’s O昀케ce, Pulaski 
County Joint 911 Communication 
Center, NRV 911 Authority, Rad-
ford City Police Department, Mont-
gomery County Sheri昀昀’s O昀케ce, 
Blacksburg Police Department, Pu-
laski Fire Department and Pulaski 
Probation and Parole for their assis-
tance throughout this incident.

This is an ongoing investigation.  
If you have any information regard-
ing this incident you are encour-
aged to contact Lt. S.J. Grim at 540-
994-8669 or call our anonymous tip 
line at 540-994-2586.

Ryan Lewis Grubb

LIKE THE PATRIOT ON FACEBOOK
at

Pulaski County-Patriot
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FORT CHISWELLFORT CHISWELL
SEW & VACSEW & VAC

Specializing In Sewing Machine and 

Vacuum Cleaner Sales & Service

We Are Now AWe Are Now A  J ANOMEJ ANOME  
SEWING MACHINE OUTLET CENTERSEWING MACHINE OUTLET CENTER!!

787 Fort Chiswell Road, Max Meadows, Va. 24360 
(Across From Fort Chiswell High School)

276-637-3139
Open Tues.-Fri. 10-5 and Sat. 10-1

Over 

50 Years

Experience

We Have Riccar, Miele, Simplicity Vaccums and More
Household and Commercial

Over 40 Years Experience • Free Estimates

Stuart’s Body Shop

Pulaski County Public Schools photos
Advanced Chorus

Cougar Choir receives 
highest ratings at district

Members of the Pulaski County 
High School Chorus and Advanced 
Concert Chorus traveled to Pat-
rick Henry High School in Glade 
Springs to perform in the Virginia 
Choral Directors Association Dis-
trict Assessment (VCDA) Saturday. 
In the end, the PCHS students re-
ceived the highest marks o昀昀ered.

The VCDA is a group that gives 
choir students from across the 
Commonwealth the chance to per-
form and receive ratings on their 
performances, as well as feedback 
on how they can improve. While 

Treble Chorus

the choirs do not compete against 
each other, the goal is to receive the 
highest rating possible for your per-
formance.

Pulaski County High School 
is a member of District 7, which 
includes the counties of Bland, 
Buchanan, Carroll, Dickenson, 
Giles, Grayson, Lee, Russell, Scott, 
Smyth Washington, Wise, and 
Wythe. Also included are the cities 
of Bristol, Fries, Galax, and Norton. 
Several colleges are also included 
in the group, including Blue昀椀eld 
College, Clinch Valley College, 
Emory and Henry, Mountain Em-
pire Community College, SWVA 
Community College, UVA-Wise, 
Virginia Highlands Community 
College, and Virginia Intermont 
College.

The PCHS Treble Chorus re-
ceived straight Superior Rat-
ings from all three judges and a 
sight-reading rating of Superior. 
This choir is made up of 12 treble 
singers who performed “Symphony 
of the Heart” by Rollo Dilworth and 
“When I am Silent” by Joan Varner.

Members of the Treble Cho-
rus include Kaya Akers, Brittany 
Back, Charlene Byrd, Victoria 
Cantrell, Hailey Cole, Katrina 
Collins, Rosie Collins, Kaydence 
Conner, Mikaylia Draper, Erica 
Lutz, Eliza Morgan, and Erika 
Vest.

Advanced Concert Choir also 
received straight Superior Rat-
ings from all three judges and a 
sight-reading rating of Superior.  
This choir has 19 singers and they 
performed “Dobru Noc” arranged 
by Victor C. Johnson and “Hold 
Me, Rock Me” by Brian Tate.

Members of the Advanced 
Concert Choir include Kaya Ak-
ers. Gwen Arnold, Brittany Back, 
Lacey France, Colin Hall, Brian-
na Henson, Kalee Hodges, Kristy 
Hodges, Dante Holmes, James 
Johnson, Carlie Keller, Bruce 
Keller, Seth Martin, Clark Mount, 
Conner Phillips, Brianna Ratcli昀昀, 
Samantha Scott, Addisyn Slaugh-
ter, and Madison Williams.

“These students represented 
PCHS with dignity, energy and 
respect, both on and o昀昀 the stage.” 
PCHS Choral Director Angela Tal-
bert said. “They were superior in 
every way!”

The Choral Department will 
join with the rest of the PCHS Fine 
Arts Department Friday, March 
31, for their “Night on Broadway” 
concert. The show will feature 
performances by the PCHS band, 
drama department, and choir, 
along with displays by the PCHS 
art students. Concert begins at 
6:30 p.m. and doors open at 6 p.m. 
Admission will be free, and dona-
tions will be gladly accepted. 

Yard Sales
Are Free

In 
The Patriot
Call 540-808-3949

or email
ads@pcpatriot.com

CTE Center hosts 
regional, state-level 
groups

The Pulaski County High 
School Career and Technical Ed-
ucation Center (CTE) was part of 
a visit by several groups Friday 
to highlight di昀昀erent areas that 
would bene昀椀t possible future em-
ployers considering moving to the 
Pulaski County area.

Members of the Virginia Eco-
nomic Development Partnership, 
a state organization that helps re-
cruit national and international 
businesses to the Commonwealth, 
and Onward NRV, a public/pri-
vate, regional economic devel-
opment organization whose mis-
sion is to attract and retain world 
class jobs, investment and talent 
in Virginia’s New River Valley, 
were escorted by Pulaski County 
Economic Development Director 
Michael Solomon, who hosted the 
group on a lifestyle visit for Pulas-
ki County.  

The CTE Center was one stop 
on the tour that also included tours 

Pulaski County Public Schools photo
Director of CTE and the Governor’s STEM Academy for Pulaski 
County Public Schools Megan Atkinson speaks to CTE visitors.

of the Pulaski County Innovation 
Center, as well as the Pulaski Coun-
ty Experiential Center.

“We appreciated the opportuni-
ty to show regional and state-level 
economic development o昀케ces that 
we provide a high-quality educa-
tion for students as they plan for 
their careers,” Director of CTE and 
the Governor’s STEM Academy 
for Pulaski County Public Schools 
Megan Atkinson said. “Starting 
the Workforce Development con-
versation in the K-12 setting allows 
us to build a strong foundation 
for our future workforce. We are 
fortunate to have strong industry 
partners invested across multiple 
career pathways. The Career and 
Technical Education points of pride 
showcased programs that support-
ed Health and Medical Science, 
Advanced Manufacturing and Pro-

See CTE, page B7
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61 YEARS OF SERVING
PULASKI COUNTY

Always A Good Haircut,
Sometimes A Good Story!

Star Barber Shop
123 West Main Street, Pulaski, VA 24301

Sam Corder, Barber

Local elected o昀케cials, Delegate Jason Ballard and 
Supervisor Mike Mooney, participated in Pulaski 
County’s “One Bag Challenge” by cleaning up Cou-
gar Trail Road near Pulaski County High School.  

The challenge runs from March 26 through June 
26.  

“My family and I enjoyed being included in the very 
昀椀rst Challenge, and we look forward to remaining in-
volved through June 26th,” said Delegate Ballard.  

“It was a warm, sunny day, and we were able to 
help preserve the beauty of Pulaski County by 昀椀lling 
several bags of trash.  My kids enjoyed helping out, 
and it was a great opportunity for them to give back 
to our community.  This is what being a community 
is all about.”  

Supervisor Mooney added, “I appreciate Delegate 
Ballard joining my wife and me for the One Bag Chal-
lenge.  We’ve spent several afternoons picking up 
trash in the area, and we were glad to host Delegate 
Ballard and his family for this clean-up e昀昀ort today. I 
was thrilled to highlight what a wonderful communi-
ty spirit we have right here in Pulaski County.”  

If you are interested making a roadside clean-up 
di昀昀erence, submit a before and after picture of your 
bag(s) to Pulaski County Board of Supervisors Chair, 
Laura Walters, at lwalters@pulaskicounty.org.  

Five gift card winners will be randomly selected at 
each of the upcoming Pulaski County Board of Su-
pervisors monthly meetings being held on April 24th, 

Del. Ballard joins county’s Mooney in 
taking part in ‘One Bag Challenge’

Del. Jason Ballard and his family join Supervisor Mike Mooney in cleaning up along Cougar Trail 
Road as part of the county’s “One Bag Challenge.”

May 22nd, and June 26th (winners do not need to be 
present). With continued warm weather ahead, 

“One Bag at a Time” is a great way to enjoy the sun-
shine and be a part of the future of Pulaski, one bag and 
one stretch of roadside at a time.

There have been 395 bags to date picked up and 47 
tires along with numerous miscellaneous furniture 
house 昀椀xtures, small appliances and lawnmowers etc 
as of last Friday.  We have 95 participants including 35 
new this month.  

Winners were Adam Farris, Maren and Kevin Mer-
edith, Donia Ely and Julie Williams, Kym and Matt 
Allen, and Tina and Jim Cometta.  

The Board of Supervisors, the EDA and Dublin 
Town Council have taken the challenge and picked 
up, along with Ballard.  They are included in the totals 
above!

RU releases Dean’s 
List for Fall 2022

RADFORD -- Radford Uni-
versity has released its Dean’s 
List for Fall 2022. Appearing on 
the Dean’s List is the most pres-
tigious academic recognition 
Radford University students can 
receive for their performance 
during a semester.

Students will be placed on the 
Dean’s List if they meet four spe-
ci昀椀c criteria. They must have 12 
semester hours of coursework 
graded A-F; earn GPA’s of at least 
3.4 for courses not graded on a 
pass-fail basis; obtain no grade 
lower than “C”; and receive no 
incomplete grades.

Rachel Madison Bird of Dub-
lin, VA

Rhonda Dale Cook of Pulaski, 
VA

Brenna Cooper of Dublin, VA
Makenzie Lynn Reno of Drap-

er, VA
Evan Pierce Somervell of Par-

rott, VA
Louisa Mae Paulson of Draper, 

VA
Jacob Gabriel Petty of Pulaski, 

VA
Austin R Tuggle of Pulaski, VA
Sierra Raye Felty of Draper, 

VA
Shad Zachary Hannabass of 

Dublin, VA
Zoe M Hannabass of DUBLIN, 

VA
Andrea Kate Williams of Pu-

laski, VA
Emma Faith Barton of Dublin, 

VA
Emily L Utt of Pulaski, VA
Nicholas Alexander Rodgers of 

Pulaski, VA
Grace E Sale of allisonia, VA
Jacob Daniel Brown of Bel-

spring, VA
Sidney Jade Dalton of Draper, 

VA
Thomas Wyatt Kirk of Draper, 

VA
Brittaney Nicole Allvord of Pu-

laski, VA
Sherri Breann Blair of Draper, 

VA
Tyler Cheyenne Hinkle of Dub-

lin, VA
Braylin Elizabeth Morehead of 

Dublin, VA
Alicia A Noble of Dublin, VA
Megan Noel Wirt of Dublin, 

VA
Dylan M Armes of Dublin, VA
Heather Deavaun Boardwine 

of Dublin, VA
Wesley Neal Spence of Pulaski, 

VA
Elizabeth Leigh Shelor of Dub-

lin, VA
Grace Anne Bailey of Pulaski, 

VA
Luan F Demoraes of Pulaski, 

VA
Kassidy Rae Fariss of Dublin, 

VA
Jacey Louise Lancaster of Dub-

lin, VA

Josaleen Mariea O’Dell of Dub-
lin, VA

Morgan K Ryalls of Pulaski, VA
Kaylee Morgan Tucker of Dub-

lin, VA
Alexis Grace Williamson of 

Dublin, VA
Kelsey Maray Arnold of Hiwas-

see, VA
Angela Smith Attard of dublin, 

VA
Haleigh Grace Brown of Draper, 

VA
Kaleeia Jade Parks of Pulaski, 

VA
Erin Mckenzie Russell of Dub-

lin, VA
Keighley Danielle Tunstall of 

Belspring, VA
Alexanne Brooke Turner of Pu-

laski, VA
Ember Kylie Ward of Dublin, 

VA
Christian David Carver of Drap-

er, VA
Mason Ross Clark of Hiwassee, 

VA
Faith E Stuart of Pulaski, VA
Jaelyn Grace Szerokman of 

Dublin, VA
Alexis Paige Grizzle of Dublin, 

VA
Elizabeth Maxine King of Drap-

er, VA
Rebecca Lynn Perkins of Pulas-

ki, VA
Kelsey Lynn Hancock of Pulas-

ki, VA
Hailey Allix Barnson of Dublin, 

VA
Meagan Bethany Cox of Draper, 

VA
Zoe Eugenia Keith of Dublin, 

VA
Radford University is a compre-

hensive public university of 7,718 
students that has received national 
recognition for many of its under-
graduate and graduate academic 
programs, as well as its sustain-
ability initiatives. Well known for 
its strong faculty/student bonds, 
innovative use of technology in the 
learning environment and vibrant 
student life on a beautiful 211-
acre American classical campus, 
Radford University o昀昀ers students 
many opportunities to get involved 
and succeed in and out of the class-
room. With over 300 clubs and 
organizations, Radford Universi-
ty o昀昀ers many opportunities for 
student engagement, leadership 
development and community ser-
vice. In addition to robust academ-
ic o昀昀erings and engaging student 
experiences on the main campus 
located in Radford, Virginia, Rad-
ford University also o昀昀ers a clin-
ical-based educational experience 
for more than 1,100 students living 
and learning in Roanoke, Virginia 
as part of Radford University Car-
ilion, a public-private partnership 
focused on the cutting-edge deliv-
ery of health sciences program-
ming, outreach and service.

duction, Transportation and Lo-
gistics, IT and Cybersecurity, and 
Construction.”

Pulaski County students and 
CTE sta昀昀 members were also on 
hand to help explain their pro-
grams and give examples of how 
those programs have bene昀椀ted 
students and local, regional em-
ployers, and international employ-
ers.

Originally known as the voca-
tional department, the CTE Cen-

Continued from Page B6

CTE
ter now prepares students for future 
employment in many areas, includ-
ing o昀昀ering the chance to earn in-
dustry certi昀椀cations and licensing 
while still in high school. 

These opportunities o昀昀er stu-
dents the chance to enter the work-
force immediately after high school 
into good paying jobs, or they can 
continue to earn further certi昀椀ca-
tions and licensing while working 
in their 昀椀eld of choice.
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Draper Valley Baptist Church
3200 Lee Highway
Draper, Va. 24324

Pastor: Alan Pearce
Service Times:

Bible Study Sunday, 10 a.m.
Sunday Worship, 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening, 5 p.m.

email: drapervalleybc@gmail.com
www.drapervalleybaptist.org

Grace Baptist Church
552 E. Main Street
Dublin, Va. 24084

Pastor: Doug Testerman
674-1762

Primary Services:
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Sunday worship

Sunday  Night Power Hour, 6 to 7 p.m.
Wednesday Night 7 to 8 p.m.

Grace Kids and Teens Bible Study

Open Door Baptist Church
4576 Miller Lane

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor: Rev. N.K. Howlett
Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.

Worship, 11 a.m.
Wednesday Night, 7 p.m.

Phone: 980-2046

Draper United Methodist Church
3080 Greenbriar Road

Draper, VA 24324
Pastor: Rev. Jason Crandall

423-716-2570
Primary Service Times:
Sunday School, 10 a.m.

Worship, 11 a.m.
Phone: 276-477-3835

Christ Episcopal Church
144 North Washington Ave., Pulaski

P.O. Box 975
Service: 10 a.m. every Sunday

Phone: 980-2413
Email: christ24301@gmail.com

Jordan's Chapel UMC
Pastor: Ginny Tompkins

Worship: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

Cecil's Chapel United Methodist Church
5801 Cecil's Chapel Road, 

Hiwassee, VA  24347
Pastor Jason Crandall

Worship Service starts a 9 a.m. 
Sunday School is 10 a.m. 

www.facebook.com/cecilschapel.umc

Valley Harvest Ministries
1 Harvest Place

Dublin, VA 24084
Senior Pastor Steve Willis 

Associate Pastors: Perry Slaughter, 
Walter Gueste, Derick Burton

Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
Hispanic Ministry Service- Sunday 6 p.m. 

Wednesday School 7 p.m. 
www.vhmdublin.org

540-674-4729

Dublin Baptist Church
Pastor Allen Mahan, II

100 Hawkins Street, Dublin, VA 24084
540-674-6061

secretary@dublinbaptistva.org
Website: dublinbaptistva.org

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11 a.m.

Sunday Adult Bible Study: 6 p.m.
Tuesday Women’s Bible Study: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study, 7 p.m.

Food Pantry: Wednesdays 10 a.m - 2 p.m.

Allisonia Pentecostal Holiness Church
1560 Julia Simpkins Road

Allisonia, VA 
Pastor Justin Phillips

Sunday Morning Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship: 6 p.m.

First United Methodist Church 
301 N. Je昀昀erson Ave. - Pulaski (physical) 
135 Fourth St., NW - Pulaski (mailing)

Pastor’s Name: Josh Kilbourne 
Sunday Service: 10:00 AM 

Hispanic Service: 3 p.m.
Contact Info. Phone: 540.980.3331

e-mail: o昀케ce@fumcpulask.org 
website: www.fumcpulask.org  

FACEBOOK@FirstUMCPulaski and 
WBLB 10:00 am

Belspring Baptist Church
6887 Depot Street

Belspring, VA 24058
Pastor Darrell Linkous

Service Times:
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study and 

Youth Group: 7 p.m.
Darrell Linkous: 353-0081

belspringbaptistchurch@gmail.com

Memorial Baptist Church
995 Peppers Ferry Road

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor: Michael S. Jones

Sunday
9:45 am - Sunday School

11:00 am - Worship
Wednesday

6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
(540) 980-4731

Email: dfarley3@verizon.net

Delton Church of God 
of Prophecy

4570 Boyd Road, Draper, VA 24324
Pastor Vickie Lee Viars

deltoncogop@gmail.com   (276) 620-3191
Sunday mornings - 11 AM to 12 PM

Sunday evenings-Facebook live services 
announced on Facebook 

Wednesday evenings- To be announced at 
later future time until COVID-19 ceases
Delton COGOP is following all COVID-19 

safety guidelines of social distancing, masks, 
cleaning, and disinfection.

Heritage Church
6195 Cleburne Boulevard, Dublin

Pastor Mike Pierce
Service Times: 

Wednesdays, 7 p.m.; 
Sundays, 10 a.m.
(540) 674-9220

Website: www.heritagechurch.net
Facebook.com/

HeritageChurchDublinVA

First Missionary Baptist Church
7318 Manns Drive 

Fairlawn, Virginia 24141-8524
(540) 639-5331

email: fmbc1872@verizon.net
Pastor: Rev. Richard A. Goodman, Sr.

Associate Minister:
Rev. Annette Cheek

Clerk: Mrs. Carlotta Lewis
Sundays: 

Morning Worship  11:00 a.m.
The Lord's Supper - Each First Sunday

Wednesdays: Prayer Meeting &       
Bible Study  6:30 p.m.

Draper’s Valley Presbyterian (PCA)
2755 Old Baltimore Road, 

Draper, VA 24324
 Senior Pastor: Rev. Roland Mathews
Interim Pastor: Rev. David Gilleran

Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.

Sunday Evening Worship Service 6:15 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Groups and Adult Prayer 

& Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
Phone - 540-994-9015

e-mail - drapers.valley@dvpca.org
website - www.dvpca.org

Sunday Morning Worship Live-Stream • 
10:30 a.m. (or anytime on YouTube)

Trinity Lutheran 
Church ELCA

2 Fifth Street, N.W., Pulaski
540-980-3624

trinitypulaski @gmail.com
Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 

(Sept. - May)
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.

(June - Aug.)
Sunday Worship Live stream on Facebook 

Bible Study: Wednesday, Noon
www.trinitypulaski.org

Trinity United Methodist
Pastor: Judy Yonce

Sunday Worship - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Study - Wednesday, 7 p.m.

528 5th Street, S.E.
Pulaski, Va.

Phone - 980-0820

Grace Ministries
Church of God of Prophecy

1021 Macgill Street
Pulaski, VA 24301

Church: 540-980-2118
Cell: 276-233-8083

Bus Ministry: 540-230-2485
www.pulaskigracemin.com

Email: pulaskigracemin@hotmail.com
Pastor Mike Williams
Children's Ministry

Aaron  & Becky Sampson 
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.
Children’s Church 10:30 a.m.

Children’s Free Breakfast 10:30 a.m.
Ages 5-12

Men’s & Women’s Ministry Wed. 6:30

Faith Bible Church
110 LaGrange Street, Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor: Jim Linkous
Associate Pastor: T.J. Cox

540-980-5433
www.facebook/faithbiblechurch

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.

Sunday Children’s Church: 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening: 6 p.m.

Wednesday Evening Bible Study: 7 p.m.
Children’s Meal: 6:30 p.m.

Children’s and Youth’s Group 
Classes: 7 p.m.

The thing we will address in 
this message is the Lost Coin. 
The coin was lost, it didn’t know 
it was lost and didn’t know how 
to be found.

A lot of folks are like the lost 
coin. They are lost but they don’t 
know that they are lost. They are 
too busy  enjoying the pleasures 
of sin for a season to plan for 
their eternal future. They have 
never given much, if any, thought 
to what will happen to them after 
death. They’re just going down 
their road, singing their song, 
not really realizing that they are 
on the road that leads to their 
destruction.

 After I was saved, my friends 
who were already saved, re-
joiced. My parents rejoiced. The 
whole church where I got saved 
rejoiced. And all of Heaven 
rejoiced too. For I once was lost, 
but  now I had been found by Je-
sus, the blessed Lord and Savior.

 There are a lot of folks out in 
the world who are like this lost 
coin. They are lost, but they don’t 
know that they are lost. They 
never stop long enough from 
their busy lives to even think 
about the next life.

 Perhaps they have grown up 
in a home where their parents 
didn’t teach them about their 
need to be saved. Perhaps their 
parents didn’t know that they 
were lost either. 

 In our scripture in Luke 15 we 
see that the religious crowd in 
Jesus’ day were lambasting Jesus 
for associating with sinners.

 You know, it’s a good  thing 
for  you and me that Jesus does 
associate with sinners, for if not, 
we’d still be  lost and on our way 
to a devil’s hell.

 Jesus didn’t partake of the 
sins of sinners, but He did show 
them that He loved them,  and 
that He wanted them to be saved. 
He preached the word of God to 
them, the Holy Ghost convicted 
them of their sins, and many 
were saved.

 Those who are lost, and don’t 
know that they are lost, are those 
who are walking around in total 
darkness and have their eyes 
blinded by the devil. Christ is 
seeking after them, but they don’t 
see the need to be saved.

 They are just wandering 
around in the darkness. And even 
if they do believe in God, they 
don’t believe that God would 
send anyone to hell, including 
them.

 The truth is, God doesn’t send 
anyone to Hell. It’s not God’s will 
that any should perish but that all 
should come unto repentance. If 
a person ends up in hell, they’ll 
have to walk across the blood of 
Jesus to get there.

 God has given His only Son 
to purchase salvation for every 
person and to keep us out of hell. 
What more could God do than 
what has already been done, to 
show His love for lost souls?

 If a person ends up in a devil’s 
hell, it will be because they have, 
of their own free will,  rejected 
God’s only begotten Son and His 
death for them on Calvary, so 
they can be saved. If they end up 
in a devil’s hell it will be because 
THEY have chosen death over 
life.  Because they have put 
themselves there by living an 
ungodly life and rejecting God’s 
calling to them to come and be 
saved.

 Those who are involved in 
Cults are lost, and they don’t 
know they are lost. They are be-
ing deceived by false doctrines, 
false teachers and false prophets 
and are traveling down a road 
which they leads to destruction.

 Then there are those who are 
so caught up in the sin that they 
are practicing, they don’t want 
to give up that sin. They haven’t 
really stopped to count the costs 

The
Lost
Coin

See MCCRAW, page B9

Church Directory

Grace Episcopal Church
210 4th Street, Radford, 24141

639-3494
Rev. Deacon William Yagel 
Service: 10:30AM Sundays

Email: o昀케ce@graceradford.org
http://www.graceradford.org

Facebook: Grace Episcopal Church
Morning Prayer services at 8:00am and 

10:30am (live stream of service available)

Max Creek Baptist Church
3000 Old Route 100 Road, Draper, Va. 24324

www.maxcreek.org
www.facebook.com/maxcreekbaptist

Senior Pastor: Mike Coleman
Youth Minister: Charlie Prince

Sunday Services
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Morning Worship: 11 a.m.
Teen Social and Class: 5 p.m.

Evening Worship: 6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study & Classes:7 p.m.

Pulaski Church of God
1621 Bob White Boulevard

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor Donald Jones

540-980-8880
www.pulaskicog.church

Sunday Services
Sunday Life Groups: 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Wednesdays Midweek Connect: 7 p.m.

Randolph Avenue 
United Methodist Church

1607 Randolph Avenue
Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Elston McLain
Worship Service: 11 a.m.
Phone: (540) 980-8775

Pulaski Christian Church, Inc.
4531 Brookmont Road, Pulaski, VA 24301

www.pulaskichristianchurch.com/
Rev. Kathy Warden, Pastor,

(540) 250-2974
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m.
Worship 7 p.m.

Monday Bible Study
7 to 9 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study
7 p.m.

First Baptist Church
220 Magazine Street
Pulaski, VA  24301

540-980-3336
Email: 昀椀rstbaptist220@gmail.com

Pastor: Rev, Douglas Patterson
Sunday School  10 a.m.

Sunday Worship  11 a.m.
Monday’s Child Youth Group, Monday 

Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study  6:30 p.m.

Dora Highway Baptist Church
321 Dora Highway
Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor: Harry Gunter
Worship Service: 11 a.m.
Phone: (540) 320-0738

Dublin Christian Church
5605 Dunlap Road

P. O. Box 1330
Dublin, VA 24084

(540) 674-8434
www.dublinchristianchurch.com

Greg “Scooter” Breisch
Minister

Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Youth and Children’s 

Meetings 5:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study, Youth and 
Children’s Classes 7:00 p.m.

Snowville Christian Church 
(DOC - Disciples of Christ)

5436 Lead Mine Rd.
Hiwassee, VA 24347
Pastor:  Jerry King

Website:  
www.SnowvilleChristianChurch.com

(and Facebook)
O昀케ce: 540-633-3761

Email: 
o昀케ce@SnowvilleChristianChurch.com

Sunday Worship Service:  11:00 a.m.
Sunday School:  10:00 a.m.

Thursday Bible Study:  6:00 p.m.
“Inspiring hope, helping people grow their 

faith, and sharing God’s love with others!”

Dublin United Methodist Church
P.O. Box 577

424 East Main Street
Dublin, VA 24084

Pastor:  Rev. Don Shelor
540.674.5128

email:  dublinumc@gmail.com
Sunday Worship Times:  9:00 & 11:00 am

Sunday School:  10:00 am

New Hope Chapel
1555 Case Knife Road, Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor Darrell Gray
(276) 733-6080
Service Times

10 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Sunday Service
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Family Worship Center

First Pentecostal Holiness
955 Memorial Drive, Pulaski 

980-7287
www.fwcpulaski.church

Je昀昀 Willhoite, Pastor
Sunday School 9:45 am

Sunday Worship 10:45 am
KidsZone 10:45 am

Alpha & Omega Pentecostal Spanish service 
10:45 am

Sunday Evening Worship 6 pm

Pulaski First Church of the Brethren
1749 Newbern Road
Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor Frank Peters
Sunday School: 9:45

Worship: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

980-3798

New Hope Church
3050 Lee Highway

Pulaski, VA 24301 (540) 980-5506
(Mon. - Fri., 9 a.m.-1 p.m.)
Pastor Randy Lawrence Jr.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Evenings 7 pm 

THRIVE Teen Class
Children’s  Special Activitiy Classes

Adults: Worship/Prayer Services

of being lost,  and they remain 
in sin for the temporary pleasure 
of it.

  Then there are those like Fe-
lix who was tempted to become 
a Christian, but put it o昀昀 until a 
more convenient season. As far 
as we know from the record, a 
more convenient season never 
came for him.

Procrastination is a big word 
that means, to put something 
o昀昀. Procrastination sends more 
people to Hell than almost 
anything else except unbelief.  
A lot of folks  put o昀昀 their soul’s 
salvation too long and 昀椀nally die 
in their sins because they really 
didn’t realize or believe that 
they’d be eternally lost. They 
planned to come to Christ and 
be saved, but later. Tomorrow 
will do. It’ll be as good as today.

 Notice that it was NOT the 
lost coin that sought its owner. It 
was the woman who sought the 
coin, and looked for it until she 
found it. After searching high 
and low, sweeping and garnish-
ing the whole house, she 昀椀nally 
found it.

 It was the coin that was lost. 
She was not lost. In the same 
vein, when we were sinners, it 
was we who were lost. God was 
not lost. We were not seeking 
God. But thank God, He was 
seeking for us. He loved us 
enough to keep on searching for 
us until he found us and saved 
us.

 When the woman found her 
lost coin, she was 昀椀lled with 
great joy, and she called in all 
of her friends to rejoice with her 
for the coin that was found. . 
That’s how it is in heaven when 
one lost soul is found. Some-
how, I believe, word of a saved 
soul gets up to heaven. And 
there is great rejoicing in heaven 
over it.

There’s a celebration over it, 
for a soul that was bound for 
hell has been found. A brand 
has been plucked from the burn-
ing. The devil is defeated again. 
No wonder there is joy in the 
presence of the Angels over one 
sinner who repents and is saved.

Continued from Page B8

McCraw

God loves each person just as they are!
From the writings of the Rev. 

Billy Graham
Q: Outward beauty is praised 

in our society, but seldom do 
people look deeper into the quiet 
and peaceful spirits of others 
that are saints of God, but 
perhaps without beautiful faces. 
How does God look at us? – B.P.

A: The world bombards us with 
messages about what is beautiful 
and handsome. It sets standards for 
our physical appearance and our 
material success that penetrate our 
minds and shape our personalities 
and our goals — often without us 
even realizing it. It’s di昀케cult to 

ignore these loud and ever-present 
voices as they speak to us from 
magazines, television, movies, the 
internet, and advertising.

The problem is, these messag-
es will lead us astray. Scripture 
warns that beauty should not come 
from outward adornment (see 1 
Peter 3:3). To cope with all this, 
we must 昀椀rst ask God to help us 
be content with the way we are. 
Some of the most unhappy people 
possess great beauty or wealth, yet 
their lives are empty and without 
meaning.

God loves each person just as 
they are! The Bible makes it clear 

that true beauty comes from the 
beauty of a godly character. “The 
unfading beauty of a gentle and 
quiet spirit, [is] of great worth in 
God’s sight” (1 Peter 3:4, NIV).

We must take care of our bodies, 
which the Bible calls the “temple 
of the Holy Spirit” (1 Corinthians 

6:19). Most important is to take 
care of our souls, our inner self, 
by feeding on the Word of God 
and letting His Spirit transform us 
from within.

Let’s seek ardently the kind of 
life that re昀氀ects the beauty of Jesus 
and marks us as being what saints 
ought to be.

(This column is based on the 
words and writings of the late Rev. 
Billy Graham.)

Bible
Tr ivia

1. Is the book of Thyatira 
(KJV) in the Old or New Testa-
ment or neither?

2. Who was David’s oldest 
brother who picked on him for 
coming to the battle lines? Ab-
ner, Omri, Amasa, Eliab

3. After Sodom and Gomor-
rah were destroyed, who lived in 
a cave with his daughters? Job, 
Lot, Levi, Joel

4. In Luke 3, who told Roman 
soldiers to avoid taking money 
by force? John the Baptist, Paul, 
Mark, Matthew

5. What Canaanite city was 
burned down by the men of Dan? 
Tarsus, Antioch, Laish, Cana

6. In which book is the phrase, 
“Salt of the earth”? TITLE: 
None, Matthew, Mark, Jude

ANSWERS: 1) Neither, 2) 
Eliab, 3) Lot, 4) John the Bap-
tist, 5) Laish, 6) Matthew 5:13

Comments? More Trivia? Gift 
ideas? Visit www.TriviaGuy.
com.

Hilltop Pentecostal Holiness Church
4892 Veterans Hill Road

Pulaski, VA
Pastor Todd Garwood

(540) 250-3741
ttgarwood674@gmail.com

First Baptist Church
325 Randolph Avenue

Pulaski, Va.
Pastor: Dr. Henry Fiske

Phone: 980-6565
fbcpulaskiva@gmail.com
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.
Pathway to Heaven Worship Center

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 434
Dublin, VA 24084

Physical Address: 7889 Cleburne Blvd.
Dublin, VA 24084

Pastor Winfred Keene - Phone 540-239-8092
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship: 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship: 6 p.m.

Tuesday Evening Worship Service: 7 p.m.

THANK YOU!
To Our Advertising

Sponsors

St. Edwards Catholic Church
Corner of N. Washington Ave. and

7th Street N.W., Pulaski
Phone: 980-6511
Fax: 980-6511

Priest: Fr. Francis Boateng
Mass: 11 a.m. Sunday

Warriors for Christ II
Bishop Sherman Buckner

600 Skyline Circle
Pulaski, VA 
540-315-2317

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Worship: 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Thursday: 7 p.m. Service

Trinity Baptist Church
4008 Robinson Tract Road

Pulaski, VA 24301 
Telephone: 980-8186

Pastor Johnny Howlett
Sunday Worship - 10 a.m.

Sunday Bible Study - 6 p.m.
Wednesday - Adult Bible Study and Youth 

Group - 7 p.m.

Bob White Boulevard Baptist Church
3826 Bob White Boulevard

Pulaski, VA.

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Preaching: 11 a.m.

Sunday Evening: 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service: 7:30 p.m.

FUNDAMENTAL

First Dublin Presbyterian Church (ECO)
409 Church Street, Dublin, Va. 24084

P.O. Box 2027, Dublin, Va. 24084
昀椀rst-dublin-presbyterian-church-eco.com 

Pastor: 
Mary Ann Armbrister

Sunday Worship: 10:45 a.m.

Aldersgate United Methodist
1946 Medallion Drive

Pulaski, VA 24301
(540) 980-1349

Pastor Jim Goddard
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.

First Christian Church of Pulaski
524 N Je昀昀erson Ave

Pulaski, VA 24301-4618
(540) 980-7144

www.昀椀rstchristianpulaski.org
Pastor: Timothy Moore

Men’s Sunday School:10 am
Worship: 11 am

New Dublin Presbyterian Church
5331 New Dublin Church Road

Dublin, VA 24084
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Worship: 11 a.m.
Phone: 540-674-6147
www.newdublin.org

Community Christian Church
5382 Grace Street, Dublin VA, 24084

540-674-4308
Pastor: Bill Neeley

Children’s Director: Kristen Edwards
Youth Director: Ashley Coake

www.C3family.org; Facebook: Commu-
nity Christian Church|Dublin, VA; email: 

triplecsecretary@gmail.com
Wednesday Bible Study and Prayer Meeting 
at 6:30 p.m.; C3Kids and C3Youth meeting 

at 6:30 p.m.
Thursday 10:30 a.m. Adult Bible Study

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service 10:45 a.m.

Yard Sales
Are Free

In
The Patriot

Call 
540-808-3949

or email
ads@pcpatriot.com
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PLACE A CARD OF THANKS
Thank those who helped and supported you 

during your time of loss with a 

CARD OF THANKS
In The Patriot

540-808-3949 or ads@pcpatriot.com

Miss An Issue?
See it online at www.pcpatriot.com

Click on ‘View The Paper’
And Select the Date.

1. GEOGRAPHY: Which U.S. states 
share a border with Mexico?

2. MOVIES: Which movie was the 
first sports film to win the Best Picture 
award?

3. U.S. PRESIDENTS: How many for-
mer first ladies are still living?

4. TELEVISION: What is the name of 
Bart’s teacher on “The Simpsons”?

5. LANGUAGE: What does the Jap-
anese phrase “domo arigato” mean in 
English?

6. CHEMISTRY: What is the lightest 
element?

7. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: Who is 
Marie Laveau of New Orleans?

8. AD SLOGANS: Which product was 
advertised with the slogan, “Great taste, 
less filling”?

9. U.S. CITIES: In which city would 
you find Thomas Jefferson’s Monticello?

10. LITERATURE: Who wrote the 
autobiography “Dreams From My 
Father”?

© 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.

Answers
1. Four: California, Arizona, New  

 Mexico and Texas.
2. "Rocky" (1976).
3. Five: Rosalynn Carter, Hillary Clin- 

 ton, Laura Bush, Michelle Obama  
 and Melania Trump.

4. Edna Krabappel.
5. Thank you.
6. Hydrogen.
7. Famous voodoo queen.
8. Miller Lite beer.
9. Charlottesville, Virginia.
10. Barack Obama.

Posting DateMarch 27, 2023

OLIVE
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. . Never been manufacturedNever been manufactured

. . NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERYNO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY 

.   .   Comes with complete building  Comes with complete building  
blueprints and Construction Manualblueprints and Construction Manual

NEW HOMES:

www.americanloghomesandcabins.com

Serious Inquiries only Call: 704 368-4528

Before Call ing View House Plans at

JUST RELEASED: AMERICAN  

LOG HOMES is assisting estate & 

account settlement on houses

LOG HOME KITS  
selling for BALANCE OWED with FREE DELIVERY

LOG HOMESLOG HOMES
PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!

* Windows, Doors and Roofing not included

Model #101, Carolina, $40,840       BALANCE OWED $17,000

Model #203, Georgia, $49,500        BALANCE OWED $19,950BALANCE OWED $19,950

Model #305, Biloxi, $36,825            BALANCE OWED $14,500

Model #403, Augusta, $42,450        BALANCE OWED $16,500
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Pay O昀昀 My Home or 
Buy a Rental?

Dear Dave,
I’m going to sell a rental cabin I 

own, and the sale should bring me 
about $388,000. Should I take the 
proceeds from the sale and use it 
to pay o昀昀 my home and other debt 
or use the money to buy another, 
similar rental property where I 
could collect about $1,500 per 
month in rent? Right now, I owe 
$200,000 on my home, and I have 
just under $50,000 in miscella-
neous debt. 

Valerie
Dear Valerie,
Let me start by asking you a 

question. If your home were paid 
for and you didn’t have a mort-
gage at all, would you take out a 
loan against your home to buy a 
rental property? Let me give you a 
hint. The answer should be a big, 
fat no.

The shortest distance between 
where you are right now and a 
high-quality 昀椀nancial life—in-
cluding wealth building—is 
getting your home and other debt 
paid o昀昀. Then, use the cash 昀氀ow 
that’s freed up, and the increased 
peace of mind, to rapidly pile up a 
bunch of money and buy another 
rental property. 

There’s nothing wrong with 
owning rental properties and other 
kinds of real estate, Valerie. I 
love real estate, and today, I have 
several rental properties of my 
own. The di昀昀erence is I bought all 
of mine with cash. I didn’t go into 
debt for them. I learned my lesson 
about debt the hard way over 30 
years ago, and I don’t want you to 
take a chance on su昀昀ering through 

all that crap too. 
Use the money from the sale of 

the cabin to pay o昀昀 your home and 
other debt, and to make sure you’ve 
got a solid emergency fund of 3–6 
months of expenses set aside. After 
that, if you want to start saving 
aggressively for another rental, go 
for it. Just make sure it’s a smart 
buy when the time comes and that 
you pay for it in cash!

— Dave
  * Dave Ramsey is an eight-

time national bestselling author, 
personal 昀椀nance expert and 
host of The Ramsey Show. He 
has appeared on Good Morning 
America, CBS This Morning, 
Today, Fox News, CNN, Fox 
Business and many more. Since 
1992, Dave has helped people 
take control of their money, build 
wealth and enhance their lives. 
He also serves as CEO for the 
company Ramsey Solutions.

PULSE
March 31

Bash Fishing 101 Seminar
Spring into bass 昀椀shing with  our 
Bash Fishing 101 Seminar, Friday, 
March 31 from 6 to 8 p.m. at First 
Baptist Church, 220 Magazine 
Street, Pulaski. RSVP  by calling 
Jimmy Rorrer at 540-239-0468 or 
Pastor Doug Patterson, 540-616-
6369. Learn tips and tricks, lure 
options, baitcaster and spinning 
reel setups and more. Wanting to 
learn more about bass 昀椀shing? 
Have questions no one will an-
swer? Seeking fellowship with fel-
low Christians? This could be for 
you! Refreshments by First Baptist 
Church. Demonstrations by local 
anglers. Devotions by Jimmy Ror-
rer. Sponsored by Christian Bass 
Fishing Group and First Baptist 
Church, Pulaski.

April 1

Belspring Community Egg Hunt
The Belspring Community will 
hold their annual Easter Egg Hunt 
on Saturday, April 1st. at 2 PM at 
the Belspring Methodist Church. 
There will be games, prizes and 
treat bags for the children. Every-
one welcome. Rain date is Satur-
day, April 8th same time.

Thorn Spring Cemetery Cleanup
The cemetery at Thorn Spring 
United Methodist Church will 
be cleaned Saturday, April 1st in 
preparation for the upcoming mow-
ing season.  We respectfully request 
each family to inspect their plots 
and remove any wreaths, 昀氀owers, 
vases, etc. that you would like to 
keep or reuse at another time.  If 
you have any questions, please call 
540-320-5348. 

Hu昀昀ord/Mt. Olivet Cemetery 
Cleanup
It is that time of year again! The 
Hu昀昀ord/ Mt. Olivet Community 
Cemetery will hold a clean up ses-
sion on April 1st at 10:00 AM . All 
old, faded, and Christmas 昀氀owers 
will be removed to ready the cem-
etery for the spring/summer/and 
mowing season. Trash bags will be 
provided. We ask that anyone who 
owns plots or has loved ones buried 
there, that you please come help!! 
For more information, you can con-
tact 540-200-7880 or 540-616-9131.

April 2

Pastor’s Eighth Anniversary
First Missionary Baptist Church, 
7318 Manns Drive, Fairlawn will 
be celebrating the eighth anniversa-
ry of their Pastor, Rev. Richard A. 
Goodman, Sr. at 3 p.m. on Sunday, 
April 2. Rev. Preston Tyler of Hill  
Street Baptist Church in Roanoke 
will serve as guest minister for the 
celebration, which will include an 
anniversary meal. 

April 5

Pulaski Democrats to meet
The Pulaski Democratic Commit-
tee will meet on Wednesday, April 
5, at 5:30 p.m. in the meeting room 
at the Dublin Public Library, 300 
Giles Avenue, Dublin. The meeting 
room entrance is on the side, to the 
left of the front entrance. The next 
No Agenda Lunch will be at 11:30 
a.m., Wednesday, April 19, at Com-
padres Mexican Restaurant. These 
have been a great success. Join the 
party. For more information, con-
tact Susan Trulove, trulovesusan@
gmail.com or Suzanne Bowen, 
chair of the Pulaski Democratic 
Party, at (540) 980-4664 
or pulaskicountyvademocrats@
gmail.com. Learn more at  www.
facebook.com/pulaskivadems. Our 
mailing address is: Pulaski County 
Virginia Democratic Committee, 
40 4th St., Pulaski, Virginia 24301

April 6

American Legion to meet
 The American Legion, Har-
vey-Howe-Carper Post 30 will 
meet on Thursday, April 6, 6pm at 
the VFW Post Home on 102 Watts 
St. in Radford. For further informa-
tion, please call 540-250-2283 or 
540-239-9864.

April 7

Community Good Friday Ser-
vice – Pulaski
Trinity Lutheran Church, 2 Fifth 
Street NW, is hosting the commu-
nity-wide Good Friday service at 
12:00 pm, April 7.  This 30-minute 
service is especially suited for those 
for whom evening worship might 
be di昀케cult. We hope you will join 
us.  For more information, call 
540/230-3139.

April 8

Easter Egg Hunt
Pulaski First Church of the Breth-
ren Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday 
April 8th from 12-2.  We are located 
at 1749 Newbern Road, one block 
behind the DMV.  We will have a 
Bible Story, Egg Hunt , Crafts and 
Snack for all children.  A Special 
appearance from the Easter Bunny.

April 9

Easter Sunrise Service
Join us for Easter Sunrise Ser-
vice! We’ll have co昀昀ee going by 
6:30am with service beginning at 
7am. We’ll have a full breakfast 
afterwards (including a big pot of 
homemade sausage gravy). Every-
one welcome and it’s free. Cecil’s 
Chapel Church, 5801 Cecil’s Chap-
el Road, Hiwassee, VA 24347

April 11

Sons of Confederate Veterans
 The Sons of Confederate Veter-
ans, Stuart Horse Artillery Camp 
1784 will meet on Tuesday, April 
11, 7pm at Aly’s Italian Family 
Restaurant on 3204 Riner Road. 
Members of the United Daughters 
of the Confederacy (UDC) are also 
invited to attend. Camp Member 
James Evans will speak on “Life 
in a Northern Prison Camp”. For 
further information, please call 
540-320-4315 or 540-239-9864.

Friends Lunch
Tuesday, April 11, FRIENDS 
Lunch for everyone, 12:00-1:00,  
at Dublin Christian Church, 5605 
Dunlap Rd. across from Arsenal 
entrance. Bring your lunch/drink 
and enjoy the fun. 

April 19

No Agenda Lunch
The Pulaski Democratic Com-
mittee will hold its next No Agen-
da Lunch will be at 11:30 a.m., 
Wednesday, April 19, at Compa-
dres Mexican Restaurant. These 
have been a great success. Join 
the party. For more information, 
contact Susan Trulove, trulovesu-
san@gmail.com or Suzanne Bow-
en, chair of the Pulaski Democrat-
ic Party, at (540) 980-4664 
or pulaskicountyvademocrats@
gmail.com. Learn more at  www.
facebook.com/pulaskivadems.

April 20

Community Supper
Join us for our Community Sup-
per starting at 5:30pm - 7pm. On 
the menu are beans and cornbread 
with an assortment of sides and all 
kinds of desserts. The meal is free, 
come visit with folks throughout 
the community. We are accept-
ing donations for our ongoing 
roof repair. Everyone is welcome. 
Cecil’s Chapel Church, 5801 Ce-
cil’s Chapel Road, Hiwassee, VA 
24347

April 29

2023 W.A.L.K. - “Walking and 
Loving Kids with Down Syn-
drome: A Fundraiser for the 
Down Syndrome Association of 
the New River Valley”
2023 W.A.L.K. - “Walking and 
Loving Kids with Down Syn-
drome: A Fundraiser for the Down 
Syndrome Association of the New 
River Valley”
April 29th, 10am, at Randolph 
Park
Stay tuned for registration and 
donation details on our website: 
https://www.nrv-down-syndrome.
org/

PET OF THE W EEKPET OF THE W EEK

Pulaski County Animal Control, 
80 Dublin Park Rd.

Dublin, VA 24084,  540-674-8359

Pet of the Week
Is Sponsored Each 

Week By
Todd Bruce, Mgr. 
Seagle Funeral 

Home

Monday-Fr iday 
10AM-4PM and 10AM-12Noon on Saturday

Meet Curtis! Curtis is 
a neutered and tested 
male cat on the prowl 
for a new home. He 
loves sitting in the 
window sill soaking 
up all the sunshine he 
possibly can. When 
he isn’t soaking up the 
sunshine you can 昀椀nd 
Curtis curled up in a 
warm fuzzy spot taking 
a relaxing nap. Curtis 
doesn’t mind being 
picked up and snuggled, 
he absolutely adores 
people and other cats!

Vendor Craft Event

The American Legion Auxiliary 
Unit 58 in Dublin, VA., will be 
having a vendor and craft event 
on Saturday May 13th from 8am-
3pm. Come support our local ven-
dors and crafters while supporting 
our Veterans! The American Le-
gion Post will be doing hotdogs!

Class Reunion 
PHS Class of ‘73
Members of the Pulaski High 
School Class of 1973 will hold their 
50th class reunion on Aug. 4 and 
5, 2023. The event will be held at 
Thornspring Country Club and 
Event Center in Pulaski. Please let 
us know if you are interested in 
attending. Invites will go out later, 
but right now we need to determine 
the number interested in attending. 
Please email us at efsouthern@
gmail.com to let us know if you 
plan to attend and provide your up 
to date address. You can write us at 
Class of ’73 Reunion, P.O. Box 242, 
Pulaski, VA 24301. Also, join us on 
Facebook at “PHS Class of 1973 
(Pulaski, VA).” 

Easter Program 
set for April 9
Bread of Life / Assembly of God 
on 3649 Robinson Tract Road will 
present their Easter Program enti-
tled “Lean on Me” Sunday, April 
9th at 3:00 pm. Come and be Bless-
ed.


