
Locally Owned And Operated

Distributed FREE On Fridays For 14 Years

Valley Sta昀케ng Inc.Valley Sta昀케ng Inc.
Wright Ave., Dublin, Va.Wright Ave., Dublin, Va.

540-674-3103 540-674-3103     
EEO  Apply Online www.valleysta昀케ngjobs.com  DRUG FREE

JOBS!  JOBS!  JOBS!  JOBS!JOBS!  JOBS!  JOBS!  JOBS!

59 Immediate Job Openings!
Jobs Available in Pulaski, Giles,
Montgomery and Radford City

All Shifts Available - Temps To Hire
Starting Pay From $14.00 to $25.00 Per Hour

Skilled & Non-Skilled Positions
Come In Today - Go To Work Tomorrow!
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Celebrating 141 
years of service, 
and family owned.

Traditional services 
with traditional 
values.

Accepting 
pre-arrangements 
from other
 funeral homes.

Financing for 
funerals available

415 N. Je昀昀erson Avenue • Pulaski, Va., 24301
S. Todd Bruce, Manager/Owner

540-980-1700

www.pcpatriot.comMay 12, 2023

WEEKEND WEATHER

Saturday Sunday
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 
79. Chance of precipitation is 
50%.

Sunday Night -  Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 57. Chance of 
precipitation is 50%.

Mostly cloudy, with a high near 
80. Southwest wind 7 to 9 mph. 
Chance of precipitation is 60%. 

Saturday Night - Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 61. 
Chance of precipitation is 60%.

Semper FiSemper Fi

Seamless Gutter,Seamless Gutter,
Painting & Staining Painting & Staining 

ContractorContractor

Decks • Porches • Flooring • Pressure WashingDecks • Porches • Flooring • Pressure Washing

Randal MorrisRandal Morris
USMC VetUSMC Vet
Owner OperatorOwner Operator
Licensed & InsuredLicensed & Insured
540-250-2288540-250-2288

semper昀椀paintingstaining@gmail.comsemper昀椀paintingstaining@gmail.com

Siers heading for Franklin;
replacement search begins
By MIKE WILLIAMS
The Patriot

Pulaski County School Super-
intendent Dr. Kevin Siers has re-
signed to take the job of superin-
tendent in Franklin County.

The announcement was made 
last Friday in Pulaski County, 
at the same time Siers’ hiring in 
Franklin County was being an-
nounced during a special called 
meeting there late Friday after-
noon.

In Franklin County, Siers re-
places Bernice Cobbs, who an-
nounced last year she would not 
seek a new contract after her cur-
rent one ends, according to The 

Franklin News Post.
Cobbs’ contract ends June 30. 

She has served as Franklin Coun-
ty’s Superintendent since 2020.

In making the move, Siers goes 
to a much larger school division. 
Franklin County has 14 schools 
and 6,533 students.

Siers 昀椀rst became superinten-
dent in Pulaski County in August 
of 2016.  He received a new four-
year deal in early 2019 that was to 
run through June 30, 2022.

Then, in January of 2022, the 
board and Siers agreed to a third 
contract that would be in force 
from July 1, 2022 until June 30, 
2026.

Rumors that a change at the top 

of the Pulaski County school sys-
tem was coming began surfacing 
weeks ago, prior to last Thurs-
day’s special called meeting of 
the school board.

Siers will begin his new posi-
tion in Rocky Mount on July 1, 
2023.

“The Pulaski County School 
Board has been informed of the 
resignation of Superintendent 
Dr. Kevin Siers following his 
acceptance of an o昀昀er in anoth-
er school division,” Mrs. Beckie 
Cox, Chairwoman of the Pulas-
ki County School Board said in 
a press release from the school 
board. 

See SIERS, page A8

Crewe retiring as Clerk of Court
Pulaski County Circuit Court 

Clerk Maetta Crewe has formal-
ly announced her retirement in a 
statement to The Patriot.

“After 17 wonderful years serv-
ing the citizens of Pulaski County 
as Clerk of the Circuit Court and 
39 years of service in the clerk’s 
o昀케ce, I have decided not to seek 
re-election and retire at the end of 
my term,” Crewe stated.

“My retirement date will be Jan-
uary 1, 2024,” she noted.  

“I am extremely thankful for the 
trust you have placed in me, and it 
has been my pleasure to serve the 
citizens of this great county. I will 
always be thankful for your sup-
port. There comes a time, howev-
er, to allow someone else the priv-
ilege to serve and enjoy the best 
job in the world,” Crewe said.

“Pulaski County is a wonderful 
place to live, and I intend to con-
tinue living here and serving in 
other ways. I plan to spend more 
time with my sons, grandchildren, 
husband, and friends. 

“I will always be grateful for 
the privilege you have a昀昀orded 
me, and I will remain ‘Pulaski 
Proud,’” Crewe said.

ELECTION 2023

Cullip seeks Cloyd 
seat on Board of 

Supervisors

Hager announces
run for Circuit

Court Clerk

Williams seeks 
Draper seat on 
School Board

See CULLIP, page A2 See HAGER, page A2 See WILLIAMS, page A2

Billy Williams has announced 
his candidacy for the Pulaski 
County School Board from the 
Draper District.

“It is with great honor that I 
am announcing my candidacy for 
the Draper District School Board 
seat,” Williams stated in a pre-
pared statement. “I completed the 
昀椀ling requirements at the end of 
March and I am excited for the 
opportunity to represent the par-
ents/guardians, students, faculty 
and sta昀昀 and all citizens of Pulas-
ki County.”

Terri Nicewander-Hager has 
o昀케cially announced her candida-
cy for Clerk of Court in Pulaski 
County.

“I am excited and proud to an-
nounce myself as a candidate 
for the Clerk of Court in Pulaski 
County,” she said in a statement 
this week. “I have 21 years of di-
rect hands-on experience in the 
Clerk of Court o昀케ce and am pas-
sionate about my job and serving 
the citizens of Pulaski County.”

She said in addition to be-
ing Chief Deputy Clerk, she is a 

Andy Cullip has formally an-
nounced he is a candidate for the 
Pulaski County Board of Supervi-
sors from the Cloyd District.

“My goal is to work toward 
positive growth to help sustain 
the quality of life that we enjoy in 
our county,” Cullip said in a state-
ment this week.

A lifelong resident of Pulaski 
County, Cullip said he attend-
ed Pulaski County High School 
and has been married to his wife, 
Becky for 44 years.

The couple have three adult 
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62 E. Main Street, Pulaski • 980-5129
Monday-Tuesday, 8 a.m.-9 p.m.

Wednesday-Thursday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Friday, 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

PULASKI FAMILY 
DENTISTRY

Dr. Cindy Southern says,
“Be true to your teeth,

or they’ll be false to you!”

www.pulaski昀氀owers.com

Tele昀氀ora’s 

Law O昀케ce Of
Spencer A. Rygas, P.C.Spencer A. Rygas, P.C.

Serving Your Legal Needs

For A List Of Our Services 
Please Visit Rygaslaw.com

36 3rd Street, N.W.
Pulaski, VA 24301

540-980-1111

NOTICE
The dental o昀케ce of Dr. Brian L. Bertholomey, located at 65 E Main St Pulaski, VA, 
is closing on June 20, 2023. Dr. Bertholomey is retiring after 38 years of providing 
dental care in Pulaski, and he thanks you for your patronage. At your request and 
with your written authorization, copies of information from your record may be 
made available to another dentist. Requests must be made prior to June 20th at the 
dental o昀케ce.

Remember Mom OnRemember Mom On
Mother’s Day, May 14Mother’s Day, May 14

Flowers By
Dreama Dawn
311 N. Washington Avenue

Pulaski, VA 24301
540-980-3021

Always Grateful To Be Your

Hometown Florist!

Looking For That Special Gift For Your Mom?
We’ve Got What You’re Looking For!

Save Money By Visiting
www.pulaski昀氀owers.com

2 BR, 2 Bath Myrtle Beach 
Condo for Rent.

Sleeps 6.  
Resort fronts on the beach,  

condo is short drive/walk to the beach. 
6 pools, numerous hot-tubs, picnic areas, 

lazy river, play areas. 

Ready to have some Fun in the Sun?

For more information, go to 
www.br inginghopeandhappiness.com/condo.  

Rentals range from $900 to $1,040/week.  
Email handh_services@hotmail.com for 
more information and available weeks. 

Continued from Page A1

Cullip

Continued from Page A1

Hager

Continued from Page A1

Williams

sons who he said also live and 
work in Pulaski County. They 
have six grandchildren.

Cullip is a retired employee 
of Volvo Heavy Truck where he 
worked for 31 years. 

“I am a lifetime family farmer 
and also a licensed auctioneer,” 
Cullip added. “I serve on the 
boards of several local organiza-
tions.”

“On November 7th I ask for 
your support to help make Pulaski 
County the greatest place to live, 
work and raise a family,” Cullip 
said.

mother, wife, and small-business 
owner.

“I’ve been a resident of Pulaski 
County my entire life,” she adds. 

“I promise that I will work 
for all citizens of our county, fo-
cusing on the needs of our com-
munity and working to ensure a 
non-partisan o昀케ce serving you. 
One of my chief goals as Clerk 
would be to retain our open-door 
policy which makes personal in-
teraction a priority,” she said.

“I’ve already received tremen-
dous support in my candidacy, 
but I believe the support of the 
current Clerk of Court Maetta 
H. Crewe speaks the loudest. We 
will be losing 39 1/2 years of ex-
perience and leadership when she 
retires in December, and the best 
way to move forward is to elect 
someone who has the experience 
and training in the o昀케ce neces-
sary for a smooth transition in 
January.

“I believe with over two de-
cades experience working in the 
Clerk of Courts o昀케ce, combined 
with my dedication to serving 
the citizens of Pulaski County, 
makes me the ideal candidate for 
this position. I will work tireless-
ly to ensure that the o昀케ce runs 
smoothly and that the citizens 
of the county receive the highest 
level of customer service,” she 
added.

“I humbly ask for your vote 
November 7, 2023 so that I can 
continue to serve the citizens of 
Pulaski County and ensure that 
the Clerk’s o昀케ce runs smooth-
ly and e昀케ciently. Thank you for 
your consideration and I hope to 
work for you in the future,” she 
closed.

“I call Pulaski County my Home 
… I am a lifelong, multi-genera-
tion resident of Pulaski County, 
and proud graduate of the Pulaski 
County School System.  My wife 
and I chose to stay in the area to 
raise our two wonderful daughters, 
both graduates of Pulaski County.  
This county has so much to o昀昀er 
us, and so much to be proud of.  I 
hope to continue and expand this 
sense of pride in our county and 
school system,” Williams said.

“I would 昀椀rst like to say there 
are some amazing people in my 
district and the county as a whole.  
While collecting signatures 
throughout the district, and dis-
cussing topics related to education 
in the schools, the messaging was 
loud and clear as to what people’s 
expectations are for the school 
system,” he said.  

“The topics that we discussed 
were numerous, but there were 
common themes repeated consis-
tently by both parents, guardians, 
citizens and teachers that they 

Billy Williams and wife, Pam with daughters Abbie and Meredith.

want addressed,” he said.  
“Among these,” he said, are:
• Discipline and order restored 

to the classroom. Accountability 
for actions that are detrimental 
to the learning environment.  The 
goal will be to allow teachers to 
do what they do best….educate 
our children.

• The past two years have 
brought forth rules and policies 
that no one could have ever imag-
ined in our school system.  Parents 
and guardians repeatedly stated 
that their values, morals and be-
lief systems must be respected by 
everyone in the school system.   I 
will work with parents, teachers 
and administration to ensure that 
parents’ rights are respected and 
there is transparency in the curric-
ulum.

• Expand the opportunities of 
students in the areas of academic, 
vocational and trades.  Not only 
expand course o昀昀erings, but cre-
ate more opportunities for post 
graduate training and career ready 
students. 

• Enhanced collaboration be-
tween parents and teachers.  Cre-
ate additional teacher provided 
resources available to parents/

guardians so they can have a role 
in supporting the educational de-
velopment of their children.

• Continue to work with local 
law enforcement agencies to en-
sure that our schools are protect-
ed and secure.

• Recruit and retain the very 
best teachers, sta昀昀 and adminis-
trators to create a culture where 
everyone is working towards ex-
cellence in all areas. 

“My approach will be that of 
an open, honest and trustworthy 
board member.   It would be an 
honor and a privilege to serve 
the Draper District and Pulas-
ki County as a member of our 
School Board.  I look forward to 
talking to you very soon and earn 
your vote on November 7, 2023,” 
Williams said.

NOTICE
The Patriot has been noti昀椀ed by personnel from the Pulaski Post 
O昀케ce that someone has been placing copies of our newspaper in 
mailboxes along several streets in Pulaski and in the county.

The Patriot DID NOT place these papers in the mailboxes and 
does not condone the action.

Only authorized U.S. Postal Service delivery personnel are al-
lowed to place items in a mailbox.  By law, a mailbox is intended 
only for receipt of postage-paid U.S. Mail.

We kindly ask whoever is placing the papers in the mailboxes to 
stop immediately.

Thank you,
The Patriot
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PULASKI COUNTY

Don’t Miss The...

JUNE 3-4, 2023

www.pulaskicounty昀氀eamarket.com

Admission $2.00 (Children 6 and Under Free)

5581 Fairgrounds Circle

Dublin, VA 24084

Opens 7 a.m. - Closes 5 p.m.

Sponsored By Dublin Lions Club

Aldersgate 
United Methodist Church

Former Newbern Road Location

52nd Anniversary At Current 
Location - Medallion Drive and 

BobWhite Boulevard
Pulaski

Sunday, May 14 
 11 a.m.

Anniversary Sunday and

Mother’s Day Celebration

Serving Christ and the 

Community for 85 Years

Mt. Olivet and Trinity 
United Methodist Churches

Join us Sunday, May 21 at 10:30 a.m.
Help us say good-bye to 

Pastor Judy and Jerry Yonce
with a potluck meal at 12:30 p.m.

Community Foundation supports 81 with scholarships
BLACKSBURG - This 

spring, the Community Foun-
dation of the New River Valley 
(CFNRV) gave out $141,066 in 
scholarships to 81 students living 
or studying in the New River Val-
ley (NRV), including 20 who are 
昀椀rst in their family to attend col-
lege. The CFNRV will celebrate 
with the scholarship recipients 
and their loved ones at a luncheon 
on May 7.

 Since 2002, the CFNRV has 
awarded $1,114,731 to 940 stu-
dents pursuing a wide variety of 
majors and certi昀椀cations. Many 
of these students are funded for 
multiple years throughout their 
higher education experiences. 
Funding for these scholarships 
comes from generous donors, in-
cluding individuals, families, and 
businesses, all with a desire to 
support the continuing education 
of high school seniors, college 
students, and students attending 
trade or technical schools. 

 “My mother, June Wang, loved 
being a teacher at Blacksburg 
High School. Students were her 
top priority and she cared deeply 
about instilling in them a sense of 
global citizenship and communi-
ty involvement,” said Xiao-Wei 
Wang, who, along with her fam-
ily, established the June Liang 
Wang Scholarship Fund, which 
gave out two scholarships this 
year. “With thanks to community 
support and under the direction of 
the CFNRV, we are able to con-
tinue mom’s legacy through her 
memorial scholarship.”

 Donors work with the CFNRV 
to set up a scholarship fund based 
on speci昀椀c criteria such as where 
the student is attending school, 
their 昀椀nancial needs, or their ca-
reer goals. When the fund is fully 
endowed, income generated from 
the investment can start award-
ing scholarships annually, with 
the goal of funding students for 
generations to come. Currently, 
the foundation has 50 scholarship 
funds.

 The 2023 scholarship recipi-
ents include 50 high school se-
niors, with the greatest number of 
students coming from Blacksburg 
High School (11), Floyd County 
High School (10), Christiansburg 
High School (8), Eastern Mont-
gomery High School (6), and 

Auburn High School (4.) Also re-
ceiving scholarships this year are 
31 college students, with the most 
students coming from Virginia 
Tech (16) and New River Com-
munity College (6.)

“We received a record num-
ber of applications this year and 
I am proud to say that we were 
able to fund over half of them,” 
said Laura Pynn, who manages 
the CFNRV scholarship program. 
“It is very important to us to help 
students 昀椀nd a way to realize their 
dreams when, for so many, college 
seems so out of reach.”

A complete list of this year’s 
scholarship winners is below. 
Next year’s scholarship applica-
tion cycle will open this October, 
with a deadline to apply in Janu-
ary 2024. Anyone interested in 
learning more about establishing 
a scholarship fund to support stu-
dents in our region may contact 
the foundation at 540-381-8999 or 
cfnrv@cfnrv.org.

 
High School Students (50)
Auburn High School (4 students)
1. Rachel Brotherton, $1,900 total 

from the W. F. Teel Scholarship Fund 
& the Laura J. Pynn Scholarship Fund 

2. Dawson Richards, $1,900 from 

the Juanita Shelor Hall Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

3. Macaela Richmeier, $1,900 total 
from the Juanita Shelor Hall Memori-
al Scholarship Fund & the Teel Fami-
ly Scholarship Fund 

4. Kira Samuel, $1,900 from the 
Juanita Shelor Hall Memorial Schol-
arship Fund

 
Blacksburg High School (11)
1. Mercy Akanmu, $1,800 from the 

June Liang Wang Scholarship Fund
2. Patrick Davis, $1,000 from the 

Terry Helms Memorial Scholarship 
Fund

3. Mia Farley, $840 from the Dana 
R. & Marilyn Spencer Scholarship 
Fund

4. Norah Griggs, $1,065 from the 
Allan Mandelstamm Scholarship 
Fund 

5. Nicholas Harvey, $600 from the 
Dennis Stau昀昀er Memorial Scholar-
ship Fund

6. Suzie Kim, $1,000 from the 
BHS National Honor Society Legacy 
Scholarship Fund

7. Maeve Rensberger, $1,420 from 
the Auxiliary of Radford Community 
Hospital/CNRVMC Scholarship Fund 

8. Mila Santsaver-Jones, $1,500 
from the Chris Dudley Scholarship 
Fund

9. Gabriel Syed, $500 from the A. 
Phillips Meadows Leadership Fund

10. Sam Woolsey, $1,800 from the 

June Liang Wang Scholarship Fund
11. Edric Zhang, $1,500 from the 

Jim Gwazdauskas Memorial Scholar-
ship Fund

 
Christiansburg High School (8)
1. Emily Abbott, $1,770 from the 

Adrienne Marie Rhudy Memorial 
Scholarship Fund 

2. Carson Ballard, $1,500 from the 
Doris Hu昀昀 Elliott Business Excel-
lence Scholarship Fund

3. Thaxton Henley, $1,000 from the 
Eric E. Sutphin Memorial Scholarship 
Fund 

4. Hayden Kyle, $1,000 from the 
VFW Post 5311 Legacy Scholarship 
Fund 

5. Taylor Rasmussen, $2,000 from 

the Josephine D. Shotts Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

6. Anna Rayne, $1,000 from the 
Eric E. Sutphin Memorial Scholar-
ship Fund

7. Faith Sarver, $1,420 from the 
Auxiliary of Radford Communi-
ty Hospital/CNRVMC Scholarship 
Fund

8. McKenna Spaulding, $1,300 
from the Marcus Allen Ford Memo-
rial Scholarship Fund

 
Eastern Montgomery High School 

(6)
1. Logan Boone, $700 from the 

Casey Jones Memorial Scholarship 

See STUDENTS, page A7
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MRS. ANGELA PARKER 
Mrs. Angela Parker, 54, of 

Adel, Georgia formerly of Pu-
laski, Virginia passed away May 
10, 2023 at her daughter’s home.  
Mrs. Parker was born August 2, 
1968 in Radford, Virginia.  Being 
a military wife she lived in many 
di昀昀erent places before retiring to 
Grand Bay, Alabama then mov-
ing to Pulaski, Virginia after the 
passing of her husband.  She was 
preceded in death by her hus-
band, SGM Calvin Mark Parker, 
and her mother; Mary Elizabeth 
Nelson.

Mrs. Parker is survived by two 
daughters and one son-in-law, 
Tia and Ian O’Leary of Adel and 
Takoda Marquee Parker of Fair-
lawn, Virginia; two grandchil-
dren, Marleigh Elizabeth O’Leary 
and Maddox Ian O’Leary of 
Adel; two step-daughters: Whit-
ney Ann West of  Auburn, New 
York and Kayla Marie Alberti 
(Steve) of Auburn, New York; 
and four step-grandchildren; her 
dad, Stanley Moore (Ernestine) of 
Radford, Virginia; three sisters: 
Kimberly Moore-Ortiz (Frank-
ie) of Cabot, Arkansas, Katina 
Moore of Milwaukee, Wiscon-
sin and Crystal Carlson (Paul) of 
Tinley Park, Illinois; many nieces 
and nephews also survive.

Services for Mrs. Parker will be 
held at 1:30 PM, Tuesday, May 
16, 2023 at the Biloxi National 
Cemetery in Biloxi, Mississippi.  
Interment will follow.

Condolences may be expressed 
online at boonefunerals.com.  
Boone Funeral Home, Inc. is 
serving the Parker family.

MARVIN WAYNE NESTER 
Marvin Wayne Nester, 76, of 

Radford, went to be with his Lord 
and Savior on May 8, 2023.  He 
was the eldest son of the late Mar-
vin and Elda Nester.  He was a 
member of Calvary Baptist Church 
in Radford for over 50 years, serv-
ing faithfully as a deacon, church 
treasurer, Sunday school teacher 
and Awana leader. Mr. Nester was 
an electrician, beginning his ca-
reer with the family business, Star 
Electric. He also held positions at 
the Radford Army Ammunition 
Plant and Southern Air and retired 
from Volvo Trucks, New River 
Valley Plant.  Mr. Nester enjoyed 
tennis, hiking, and traveling. He 
was preceded in death by his wife 
of 46 years, Donna Nester; his 
brother and sister-in-law Vander 
and Velma Nester of Christians-
burg; and his niece, Tracy D’Sou-
za of Roanoke.

Survivors include his son and 
daughter-in-law, Paul and Amy 
Nester and their son, Jack, of 
Salem; daughter and son-in-law, 
Lesley and Andy Morgan and their 
children, Andrew, Elijah and Oliv-
ia of Bridgeport, West Virginia; 
brothers and sisters-in-laws, Al-
len and Jill Nester of Scottsdale, 
AZ; and Tim and Joyce Nester of 
Radford; sister and brother-in-law 
Sonja and Dennis D’Souza of Ro-
anoke; three sisters-in-laws and 
brothers-in-laws, Judy and Bud-
dy Linkous of Roanoke; Karen 
and David West of Altavista; and 
Mary Ruth and Parks Schaefer of 
New Bern, NC; and other family 
and friends.

The family would like to ex-
press their sincere gratitude for the 
compassionate and professional 
care Mr. Nester received recently 
at Friendship Health and Rehab 
Center South, the SICU and 6th 
昀氀oor of Lewis Gale Medical Cen-
ter and Blue Ridge Cancer Care.

The family will receive friends 
Saturday, May 13, 2023, at Calva-
ry Baptist Church, Radford, VA, 
from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m. Funeral 
services will begin at 1 p.m. with 
Pastor Timothy Worles o昀케ciating.

In lieu of 昀氀owers, Mr. Nest-
er requested that contributions 
be made to the Calvary Baptist 
Church Mission Fund, 624 Sixth 
Street, Radford, VA 24141.

The Nester family is in the care 
of Mullins Funeral Home & Cre-
matory in Radford. www.mullins-
funeralhome.com

CLARENCE THOMAS 
CHINAULT 

Clarence Thomas Chinault, of 
Dublin passed away Sunday, May 
7, 2023 at Radford Health and Re-
hab Center in Radford, Virginia 
after a prolonged illness.

He was born June 20, 1936 in 
Dublin.  He was the son of the late 
Lawrence Roosevelt Chinault & 
Malissa Hattie Keister Chinault. 
He was preceded in death by his 
wife, Mary Susan Burcham Chi-
nault, his brothers, Lawrence 
“Teddy” Roosevelt Chinault, 
Robert Kent Chinault, Sr., and sis-
ter, Evelyn Josephine Sutphin.

Clarence was a friend to all in 
Dublin and once served as the 
Grand Marshall of the Dublin 
Christmas Parade. He walked the 
streets of Dublin with a wave and 
greeting to all who passed. He 
served in the United States Army.

Family and friends who sur-
vive and cherish his memory 
are brother – Raymond Elwood 
Chinault, Dublin, beloved friend 
– R.F. Pruitt, Dublin, sisters-in 
law – Bessie Burcham Tickle, 
Draper, Gerri Burcham Collins, 
Wytheville, Audie Wyatt Chinault, 
Pulaski and Evelyn M. East. Max 
Meadows, brother-in-law – James 
“Bob” Burcham, Jr.  Dublin and 
several nieces and nephews.

Grave Side Services were con-
ducted Thursday, May 11, 2023 
at West End Cemetery Wytheville 
with Pastor Marvin Burcham o昀케-
ciating.

To sign Clarence’s online guest-
book, visit www.bowerfuneral-
home.com

Bower Funeral Homes – Pulas-
ki is handling the arrangements 
for the family.

ROMMA “HARVEY” 
WADE, SR. 

Romma “Harvey” Wade, Sr., 
age 84 of Pulaski passed away 
Wednesday, May 3, 2023 at his 
home. He will be remembered 
for faithfully serving the Lord Je-
sus Christ and his church that he 
loved. He always helped anyone 
in need. He had a God given abili-
ty to 昀椀x anything. Anytime that he 
was asked “how are you doing”? – 
his response was, “Very Blessed”.

 He faithfully served his coun-
try with the United States Army 
during the Korean War era. He 
worked many years in manage-
ment at Burlington Industries, 
later named New River Textiles 
in Radford, Virginia. His hobby 
was restoring antique cars, espe-
cially his 1957 Chevrolet that won 
Senior Grand National. He was a 
Senior Master Judge.

 He was preceded in death by 
his parents – Romma B. & Het-
tie Biggs Wade, wife – Shirley R. 
Wade, brother – Howard H. Wade, 
niece – Alice D. Wade and sister – 
Betty W. Price.

 He is survived by his son – 
Romma Harvey Wade, Jr. & wife, 
Erin, daughter – Terri Wade Reese, 
special niece – Sandra Beasley, 
sister – Virginia Wade Leonard, 
grandchildren – Jessica Hoover 
and Matthew Ratcli昀昀e, eight great 
grandchildren and many friends 
and special church family.

 Memorial services were held 
Thursday, May 11, 2023 at the 
Grace Baptist Church (552 Main 
Street, Dublin, VA 24084) with 
Pastor Doug Testerman o昀케ciat-
ing.

 Donations in Harvey’s memory 
may be made to the Grace Baptist 
Church Building Fund.

 To sign his online guestbook, 
visit www.bowerfuneralhome.
com

Bower Funeral Homes, Pulaski 
is handling the arrangements for 
the family.

HOWARD GILMER 
SADLER

February 1, 1947 – May 5, 2023

“We are reminded how short 
life really is, and how we are 

just passing through.  So, all the 
people you haven’t told you love 
lately, tell them, and live your 

days like you mean it.”  
Hal Sutton

 
Howard Sadler passed away 

unexpectedly of natural causes on 
May 5, 2023, at the homeplace on 
the family farm in Pulaski, Vir-
ginia, with his wife and his dog 
by his side.  Howard’s family, 
friends and colleagues are deeply 
saddened by his sudden death.

Howard is survived by his 
loving and devoted wife of over 
48 years, Su-Su O. Sadler; two 
daughters, Allison Sadler and 
Elizabeth Sadler; two grand-
daughters, Ariel and Caroline 
Wagner; a sister, Lila (“Sis”) Fos-
ter (John) of Marblehead, Mas-
sachusetts; a sister-in-law, Betty 
N. Sadler of Pulaski, Virginia; a 
brother-in-law, Clark Owen (Em-
ilie); nephews John E. (“Jay”) 
Sadler, III (Suzan), Ned Foster 
(Angela), Sam Foster, and Rich-
ard Owen; and several great-niec-
es and nephews and cousins; as 
well as numerous friends and col-
leagues.

Howard was predeceased by 
his parents, John Edward Sadler, 
Sr. and Lila Gilmer Sadler; a 
brother, John E. Sadler, Jr.; and a 
niece, Emily Foster.

Howard had a huge heart and 
an ever-present smile.  He was 
outgoing and never met a strang-
er.  He was witty and clever, fear-
less and independent.  He would 
have done anything for his family 
and friends.  He would have ac-
knowledged he was strong-willed 
and driven, yet so warm, engag-
ing, charming, funny and fun-lov-
ing.  Howard was aways on the 
go, but in his quieter moments, he 
loved reading, 昀氀y昀椀shing in Mon-
tana, working on the homeplace 
and spending time with his wife, 
and their family and friends.  He 
was generous with his time and 
friendship, and loved to talk on 
his phone.

A graduate of Hampden-Syd-
ney College, Howard Served as 
a Captain in the United States 
Marine Corps, having actively 
served his country in Vietnam.

Howard’s career in various 
corporate leadership positions 
included work at Sadler Mills 
and as Plant Manager, Opera-
tions and Special Projects Di-
rector, and Vice President of 
Operations for global 昀椀rms such 
as Warner-Lambert, P昀椀zer and 
Volvo with assignments in such 
diverse locations as Puerto Rico, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania and 
Virginia.  In addition, Howard’s 
entrepreneurial spirit resulted in 
the launch of several software de-

See SADLER, page A5

TANYA ANN PRICE 
Tanya Ann Price, ae 55 of Pu-

laski, died Tuesday, May 2, 2023 
at her residence.  She was born 
on August 16, 1967, and was the 
daughter of the late Barbara Ann 
Quesenberry Price, and the late 
Richard Edison Price.  In addition 
to her parents, she was preceded 
in death by two brothers; Brian 
Edward Price and Rickey Price.

She is survived by her son:  
Patrick Price of Radford:  her 
daughter; Tamara Orren Areva-
lo of Hillsville:  a brother; Terry 
Price of Fairlawn: and two grand-
children; Xander Erps and Ari 
Arevalo.

Per Tanya’s request, she was 
cremated.  There will be no public 
service, but the family will have 
a gathering to celebrate her life 
sometime in the near future.

Online condolences may be 
sent to the family by visiting 
www.seaglefuneralhome.com  
Arrangements by Seagle Funeral 
Home, Pulaski.  540-980-1700

Summer P-EBT payments coming
The School Nutrition Program 

in Pulaski County Schools has an-
nounced a one-time P-EBT pay-
ment to families during the summer.

In a letter to parents and guard-
ians, program o昀케cials said the issu-
ance will be a one-time payment of 
$120.00 per eligible student.

Bene昀椀ts will be issued beginning 
July 25, 2023 through September 
30, 2023 until all issuances are com-
plete.

All students who attended Pulas-
ki County Public Schools in-person 
during the last month of the 2022-
2023 school year are eligible for this 

one-time payment.  Students grad-
uating at the end of the 2022-2023 
school year are also eligible.

In order to ensure issuances are 
made correctly, o昀케cials asked par-
ents and guardians to check the fol-
lowing items in their student’s infor-
mation before May 31, 2023:

• Parent/Guardian primary custo-
dian name

• Mailing address
• Student name
• Student date of birth
If any changes need to be made 

to your student’s information, par-
ents and guardians should notify the 
school of enrollment.

Current SNAP recipients will 
receive this issuance to the SNAP 
EBT card.

Inactive recipients will receive a 
new card via US mail.

If you have any questions, please 
contact the School Nutrition o昀케ce 
at (540) 994-2523.
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Endorsement for Ter r i Nicewander-Hager 
for Circuit Cour t Clerk

It is my distinct pleasure to endorse Terri Nicewander-Hager as my successor in the Pulaski County 
Circuit Court’s O昀케ce. Terri has worked in the o昀케ce for 21 consecutive years. She is a Master 
Circuit Court Deputy Clerk, having completed extensive training through the Virginia Court Clerk’s 
Association and the National Center of State Courts. Terri has experience in all areas of the o昀케ce. 
She began her career in the front o昀케ce area where she recorded land records, processed judgements, 
昀椀led civil actions, issued marriage licenses, 昀椀led gun permit applications, and helped customers in a 
variety of ways.·She has served in the criminal area where she was responsible for maintaining 昀椀les, 
preparing sentencing/conviction orders, and assisting the judge in procedural issues. In addition, Terri 
has served in the civil area where she entered case information in the Case Management System and 
昀椀led and indexed pleadings and orders in each civil case. She is presently serving as o昀케ce manager and 
bookkeeper where she is responsible for entering 昀椀nancial information in the Financial Accounting 
System and processing all checks. Terri is the main contact in the o昀케ce in the probate area of the 
o昀케ce where she assists citizens with the complicated process of recording wills and settling the 
estates of their deceased loved ones. These are only some of the duties that Terri has performed and 
continues to provide to our citizens. These tasks are very di昀케cult to perform and take years to master. 
To serve in these capacities requires extensive experience and training.
Terri has worked under my direct supervision and training for 12 years, knows how to perform the 
800 plus duties mandated for clerks, and knows how to manage the o昀케ce. She has proven that she is 
a well  trained public servant who will continue to ensure that all the duties in the clerk’s o昀케ce will 
be performed e昀케ciently and professionally. She will make certain that education and training of sta昀昀 
continue to be a priority in the o昀케ce.
I urge you to vote for Terri Nicewander-Hager on November 7, 2023.

Terri is the only candidate who possesses the training, quali昀椀cations, certi昀椀cation, and expertise that 
the clerk’s o昀케ce requires. Her long-time experience and knowledge make her the ONLY choice for 
Clerk of Circuit Court.
Vote for Terri Nicewander-Hager on November 7, 2023, to ensure that your Circuit Court Clerk’s 
O昀케ce will continue to run smoothly, e昀케ciently, and professionally. Folks, experience counts and 
there is no substitute for experience.

VOTE TERRI-NICEWANDER HAGER FOR CLERK ON NOVEMBER 7, 2023.

Maetta H. Crewe
Clerk of Circuit Court

Paid for and author ized by Hager for Clerk

velopment and business consulting 
enterprises.

Upon returning to the New River 
Valley, Howard extended his ca-
reer in residential, commercial and 
land sales as an associate broker 
with Coldwell Banker Townside 
in Blacksburg.  Howard was 昀椀rst 
licensed in 1980 and was highly 
regarded by the real estate com-
munity and was honored by the 
New River Valley Association of 
REALTORS in 2020 with the Eth-
ics in Action award.  Not only was 
Howard recognized throughout his 
career with humanitarian awards 
and top producer success, he was 
singled out in 2022 for being such a 
strong foundation of support for all 
REALTORS that the Cornerstone 
Award was created to honor him.

Howard had a keen sense of 
responsibility to the Pulaski com-
munity including serving for many 
years on the Pulaski County Board 
of Zoning Appeals and frequently 
serving on Pulaski County Grand 
Juries, often as Foreman.  He was 
a multi-generational member of the 
Pulaski Science Club and was a 
member of First United Methodist 
Church, Pulaski, and attended New 
Dublin Presbyterian Church.

Due to his unique family connec-
tions to the 1912 Hillsville Court-
house Tragedy, Howard conducted 
extensive research into the incident 
and presented his program, “The 
Last Witness – A Story of Friend-
ship and Trust” throughout the 
region.  His historical work con-
tributed to the discovery of court 
documents central to the incident 
and their ultimate return to Carroll 
County on March 14, 2022, the 
110th anniversary of the tragedy.

Funeral and Internment with 
full military honors will be at the 
Southwest Virginia Veterans Cem-
etery on May 19, 2023, at 3:00 
p.m., with the Reverend Tupper 
Garden o昀케ciating.  Those wishing 
to attend the service need to be at 
the cemetery by 2:40 p.m.  A re-
ception will be held afterwards at 
New Dublin Presbyterian Church.  
In lieu of 昀氀owers, the family re-
quests that donations be made to 
New Dublin Presbyterian Church, 
5331 New Dublin Church Road, 
Dublin, Virginia, 24084, in How-
ard’s memory.

Arrangements by Norris-Stevens 
Funeral Home, Pulaski, Virginia.

Continued from Page A4

Sadler

FRED ALLEN “ BOOBOO” 
HARDIN

Fred Allen “ Booboo” Hardin, 
age 57 of Pulaski passed away 
Saturday, May 6, 2023 at Lewis 
Gale Hospital, Salem, Virginia

 Born June 26, 1965 in Princ-
eton, WV, he was the son of the 
late Benjamin Fred Hardin and 
Barbara Jeanette Kennedy Har-
din. He was also preceded in 
death by his wife, Glory Faye 
Hardin; Son, Allen Hardin and 
Sister, Beverly McCroskey.

He was a past employee of Pu-
laski Furniture Company.

He is survived by
Children-
Christopher Hardin, Ashley 

Hardin and Elijah Booth, Nick-
olas (Isis) Hardin, Emily Hardin,

& Jacob Hardin- all of Pulaski.
Step- Daughter- Amanda Wil-

liams-Christiansburg
Grandchildren- Grace, Kin-

leigh, Kaithon, Madison and 
Kohlden

 Brother—Charles “Chuck” 
(Michelle) Hardin- Princeton, 
WV

 Sisters-Brenda McGrady- Pu-
laski & Rebecca (Kevin) Winkle- 
Dublin

 Many Nieces and Nephews, 
Great Nieces and Nephews and 
many friends.

 A visitation will be held Fri-
day, May 12, 2023 from 4:00 to 
6:00 p.m. at the Dublin Church 
of God,

632 East Main Street, Dublin, 

VA 24084
 To sign Booboo’s online guest-

book, visit www.bowerfuneral-
home.com

 Bower Funeral Home, Pulaski 
is handling the arrangements for 
the family.

BOBBY LEE NESTER 
Bobby Lee Nester, 85, of Parrott, 

passed away on Sunday, May 7, 
2023. Bobby was a founding mem-
ber of the Twin Community Fire 
Department and served for over 20 
years. He was preceded in death by 
his parents, Virgil Lee and Marga-
ret Albert Nester; grandson, Shaun 
Whittaker; great-granddaughter, 
Skylon Amos; and his two brothers.

Survivors include his loving 
wife of 67 years, Molly Jean Nest-
er; sons and daughters-in-law, 
Bobby Edward Nester (Shirley), 
Chuck Nester (Michele), and Ricky 
Gravley (Diane); daughters and 
sons-in-law, Joan McCoy (Rusty) 
and Mary Cullop (Rocky); grand-
children, Ashley and Christopher; 
great-grandchildren, Bella and 
Matthew; sister, Lois Assad; fam-
ily friend, Misty Smith; and many 
other nieces, nephews, relatives and 
friends.

The family will receive friends 
from 1 p.m. until 2 p.m. on Friday, 
May 12, 2023, at the Mullins Funer-
al Home in Radford. Funeral ser-
vices will begin at 2 p.m with Rev. 
Eddie Dalton and T. Michael Bond 
o昀케ciating. Interment will follow in 
Brown Cemetery in Belspring.

In lieu of 昀氀owers, the family re-
quests donations be made to Twin 
Community Fire Department, P.O. 
Box 7, Parrott, VA, 24132.

The Nester family is in the care of 
Mullins Funeral Home & Cremato-
ry in Radford.  www.mullinsfuner-
alhome.com

WILLIAM THOMAS 
WOHLFORD III 

William Thomas Wohlford III, 
age 93 of Pulaski, died Thursday, 
May 4, 2023 at his home in Pulas-
ki.  He was born August 22, 1929 in 
Dante, Russell County, VA.  He was 
educated in the local Public-School 
grades 1-11 and graduated from 
Dante Central High School in June 
1946. The summer of 1946 was 
spent picking slate for Clinch昀椀eld 
Coal Company and he was a section 
hand for Clinch昀椀eld Railroad– as a 
result he attended Shenandoah Ju-
nior College.   He later transferred to 
Madison College where he graduat-
ed June 1949 with a B.S. in Chem-
istry and Education. He enlisted in 
the US Air Force July 1950 and was 
discharged as a Sergeant transfer-
ring to the Army’s Chemical Corps 
in 1951.  He served as an Instructor 
at the Military District of Washing-
ton’s Chemical Biological and Ra-
diological Defense School and was 
honorably discharged as a 1st Lt. in 
1954.   He served in the Army re-
serve until 1963. Bill was married 
February 13th 1952 to Mary Clare 
Dougherty of Pulaski.  The fam-
ily moved to New Jersey in 1957 
where he pursued various occupa-
tions including 12 years as a teacher 
of Physics and Math in the Public 
High Schools of Williamstown and 
Pitman NJ.  Graduate work was pur-
sued at UVA, Fairleigh Dickinson, 
and Wake Forest University.  The 
couple were convinced Quakers 
and among founders of the Friends 
School, Mullica Hill, NJ a 3K-12th 
Grade school.  He was the 昀椀rst 
Chairman of the Board while she 
was the 昀椀rst Principal. They raised 

4 daughters while living in NJ. They 
moved back to Pulaski in 1972 and 
shortly thereafter founded and oper-
ated Cove Mountain Goat Dairy in  
Wythe County VA, selling Grade 
A Pasteurized Goat Milk and Ice 
Cream in VA, WV and NC.  In the 
early 1990s, he was awarded a Mas-
ter Electrician status and opened an 
Electrical Upgrade and repair busi-
ness in Pulaski and Wythe Counties.  
The Electrical business was operat-
ed successfully until it was closed 
November 2021. His wife Mary 
Clare died in 2012 and one daughter 
Elizabeth Garter died in 2020.

He is survived by three of his four 
daughters: Jayne Mitchell of Lake 
Oswego, Susan Wysor of Troutdale, 
and Anne Heck of Pulaski.  He is 
proud to have Six Grandchildren 
and 昀椀ve Great Grandchildren.

 The family is planning a memo-
rial service in August 2023.  In lieu 
of 昀氀owers donations are requested 
for New River Community College 
in Dublin VA to the scholarship 
fund in the name of Ernest and Beth 
Garter.

 He died from complications due 
to cancer treated successfully since 
2009 and more recent heart failure. 

The family will forever be thankful 
to Heidi Klepin, MD and Ashlyn 
Duke Hedgecock at Wake Forest 
Baptist hospital.

 Online condolences may be sent 
to the family by visiting www.sea-
glefuneralhome.com  Arrangements 
by Seagle Funeral Home, Pulaski, 
VA.  540-980-1700

VIRGINIA PEARL COOK 
J ESSIE

Virginia Pearl Cook Jessie, age 
91 of Pulaski went to be the Lord on 
Sunday, May 7, 2023. Born August 
27, 1931 in Welch, West Virginia. 
She was preceded in death by her 
husband of 60 years, William Calup 
Jessie. She was also preceded in 
death by her parents Fred Gandy 
Cook & Zella Lou Reedy Cook; a 
daughter – Sandra Jane Blanken-
ship; brothers – Ira Cook, Fred “Jer-
ry” Cook, Billy Cook and a sister 
– Leola Boschian.

She is survived by her
 Children – Roger Lee (Janice) 

Jessie – Pilot, VA, William Donald 
(Peggy) Jessie – Pulaski, VA; Teresa 
Jessie (John) Ososki – MI, Michael 
Jay Jessie – Wytheville, VA.

 Nine Grandchildren
Numerous Great and Great, Great 

Grandchildren
 Many nieces and nephews
 Funeral services will be held 

10:00 AM – Friday, May 12, 2023 
at the Bower Funeral Home-Chap-
el, Pulaski with Elder Don Sin-
gleton o昀케ciating. Interment will 
follow at 2:00 PM at the Greenhill 
Memorial Gardens in Claypool 
Hill, (Cedar Blu昀昀) Virginia.

 To sign Virginia’s online guest-
book, visit www.bowerfuneral-
home.com

Bower Funeral Homes, Pulaski 
is handling the arrangements for 
the family.
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SAT era 
coming 
to an end

See LOWRY, page A7

The long era of the dominance 
of the SAT in college admis-
sions is coming to an end. 

The test is increasingly being 
shelved not because it failed but 
because it succeeded in all the 
wrong ways.

According to a survey from 
an anti-testing out昀椀t, more than 
80% of four-year colleges won’t 
require standardized tests for ad-
missions this coming fall. Many 
have made the tests optional, 
and some won’t consider them 
at all. In a swath of academia, 
the pandemic expedient of 
dropping the tests has seamless-
ly transitioned to a permanent 
change.

If this isn’t a leap forward 
for fairness or rationality, it is 
another ringing victory for the 
equity of “diversity, equity, and 
inclusion” fame. With home-
work now on the chopping 
block for not being equitable 
enough -- kids with involved 
parents tend to actually do their 
homework -- it shouldn’t be a 
surprise that the SAT is being 
shown the door.

(If only there were some 
time-honored arrangement to 
have two adults wholly devot-
ed to the well-being of one or 
more children regardless of their 
race or income and providing 
support, discipline, and moral 
instruction.)

The SAT, with its signature 
four-option multiple-choice 
answers, isn’t perfect. As a 
mass-administered, easy-to-
grade, objective test, though, it’s 
hard to beat.

Despite progressive deni-
alism, it has been established 
that the SAT and ACT predict 
academic performance.

As the renegade academic 
Freddie deBoer points out, there 
is a correlation between family 
income and SAT scores, but it 
doesn’t account for most of the 
divergence in scores.

TITLE: Nonetheless, other 
metrics that schools consider in 
the admissions process are just 
as susceptible, if not more, to 
socioeconomic factors.

As the writer and scientist 
Erik Hoel puts it, “On the 
one side there is the litany of 
activities, academic successes, 
and school pedigrees that make 
up the bulk of a good college 
application, and the massive 
amounts of wealth and parental 
involvement that implies from 
essentially diapers onwards, 
and, on the other side, there’s a 
$20 Kaplan SAT prep book and 
getting your butt in a chair to go 
through example problems.”

MIT, which can’t fool around 
thanks to its demanding math 
requirements, has bucked the 
trend toward minimizing or 
dumping the SAT. The dean of 
admissions explained in 2022 
why the school was bringing 
back the SAT requirement after 
the pandemic: “Our ability to 
accurately predict student aca-
demic success at MIT is signi昀椀-
cantly improved by considering 
standardized testing -- especial-
ly in mathematics -- alongside 
other factors.”

The deeper problem with the 
SAT, of course, is that it doesn’t 
produce the racial outcomes that 
the people who run institutions 
of higher education, especially 

Not a dime’s worth of 
di昀昀erence

Founding Fathers’ IQs
Several weeks ago, my husband 

posed the following question:  Do 
you think the Founding Fathers had a 
higher IQ than our current legislators?  
It didn’t take me long to jump on the 
computer and do some research on that 
one!

In 1905, two psychologists, Alfred 
Binet and Theodore Simon, were 
asked to design a test to help students 
struggling with learning in France and 
determine which children required 
more individualized attention.  Their 
research formed the basis of the IQ test.

Did you know that the average IQ 
in the United States is 98 points, and 
with that average IQ, Americans rank 
29th in the world-wide ranking.  Ouch!  
However, the inhabitants of individual 
states have a higher average IQ with 
Massachusetts coming in at 104.3 and 
New Hampshire residents with 104.2.

The process of determining an IQ for 
the Founders was extremely interest-
ing, although very detailed and precise.  
Since the Founders were long gone 
before IQ tests were 昀椀rst utilized, the 

researchers had to base their evalua-
tions on the Founders’ writings, use 
of vocabulary, extracting personality 
descriptions from reliable biograph-
ical sources, and then removing 
identifying information to produce 
anonymous biographical pro昀椀les.  
Then independent judges utilized the 
pro昀椀les to rate the 昀椀rst 45 Presidents 
on 300 descriptors and 100 developed 
adjectives, which boiled down to 14 
distinct dimensions.  Basically, they 
developed a consistent system of 
de昀椀ning traits to assess the Presidents 
on Intellectual Brilliance.  

Some of the assessments included 
the Big Five Factor Model, linking 

See NATION, page A7

Oversight and 
Investigations 
Subcommittee
activity of late 

The week of April 24, I chaired two Oversight and In-
vestigations Subcommittee hearings that are both timely 
and important to the wellbeing of the public. 

 As chair of the Oversight and Investigations Subcom-
mittee, I have made it a priority to examine all aspects 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, and how we can learn from 
it. My jurisdiction overlaps with that of the Select Com-
mittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic, and we are having 

discussions on 
which hear-
ings the com-
mittees will 
each hold. 

 So far this 
year, I’ve 
chaired hear-
ings on the 
challenges to 

investigating the origins of pandemics and how to quick-
ly identify the root cause of a disease outbreak. We also 
have taken a look at grant management by the National 
Institute of Health (NIH). 

 Following that theme, I recently chaired a hearing 
on biosafety practices at high-containment laboratories 
handling potentially dangerous pathogens. We also con-
sidered whether advancements in biotech have outpaced 
our country’s existing biosafety guidelines and whether 
we are following these guidelines.

 Our hearing reinforced what I suspected, that our ex-
isting oversight framework for risky research isn’t work-
ing. 

 Our country’s current biosafety guidance, the Poten-
tial Pandemic Pathogen Care and Oversight framework, 
issued in 2017, was intended to be implemented by all 
executive branch agencies. So far, only one agency has 
done so, which is Health and Human Services (HHS)

 Unfortunately, HHS has left implementation up to the 
NIH. Given what we know about their lack of enforce-
ment of biosafety guidelines relating to the research be-
ing done by grantee, EcoHealth Alliance, and subgrantee, 
the Wuhan Institute of Virology, into novel coronavirus-
es, it is clear that the NIH is currently neither inclined 
nor equipped to exercise oversight of the risky research it 
funds within the U.S. or abroad.

It is crazy to me that the Wuhan Institute of Virology 
appears to have conducted some high-risk coronavirus 
research at a biosafety level 2 lab when it should have 
been at a higher level 3 lab. And it did so with U.S. dol-
lars.

Our current system relies on the same agency who is-
sues a grant to a biosafety lab to also oversee the lab’s 
safety standards. A recommendation by one of our wit-
nesses was that, instead, we should have a separate entity 
overseeing those safety standards to ensure compliance. 
I agree with that witness. 

 According to another witness, our country is also in 
need of a better system to document accidents, or near 
accidents, in high-containment labs, for the scienti昀椀c 
community to prevent their repetition. 

Balancing safety with innovation must be of upmost 
importance. Its Congress’ responsibility to better under-
stand the bene昀椀ts and risks with this type of research and 
how to better oversee it. 

 
Antimicrobial Resistance
 Ever since reading the book, The Perfect Predator, 

I’ve been interested in antimicrobial resistance (AMR). 
Written by Dr. Ste昀昀anie Strathdee, an infectious disease 
epidemiologist, and Associate Dean and professor at the 
University of California, San Diego, School of Medicine, 
the book details her search for a cure to her husband’s 
multi-drug resistant bacterial infection, which he con-
tracted while in Egypt on vacation. 

 I’ve since learned that the threat posed by AMR is 
very real in our country. 

 According to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), at least 2.8 million people are infect-
ed with antibiotic-resistant bacteria in the United States 
each year, and more than 35,000 people die as a result. 

  During our hearing, we discussed the dangers of 
AMR and potential solutions. I spoke to our witnesses 
about the future of bacteriophage, or phage, therapy and 
how it can be used to combat AMR.

 Phage therapy is the process of using viruses that kill 
or weaken bacteria by attacking the bacteria. 

 Prior to the discovery of antibiotics, phage therapy 
had the attention of researchers, but with the discovery of 
antibiotics that soon fell to the wayside. Now that some 
pathogens have become resistant to antibiotics, the sci-
enti昀椀c community is once again exploring the bene昀椀ts of 
this therapy. However, I think as a nation we should be 
doing more.

 More research needs to be done to understand where 
it is appropriate to use phage therapy, the best way to use 
phage therapy, such as duration and dosing, and whether 
phage resistance can develop over time.  

  I hope to have more hearings on these subjects in the 
near future, as there is still so much more to learn and 
more that Congress can do.

By CAL THOMAS
Tribune Content Agency

When he ran for president a second 
time in 1968 on the American Indepen-
dent Party ticket, Alabama Governor 
George Wallace said, “There’s not a 
dime’s worth of di昀昀erence between the 
Democrat and Republican parties.”

Granted that Wallace, who had been 
a Democrat, was attempting to attract 
votes for that nascent party, but his 
statement may have found new life in 
Sen. Kyrsten Sinema of Arizona, a for-
mer Democrat and now an Independent.

Appearing last Sunday on “Face the 
Nation”, Sinema referenced the 昀椀nal 
speech her predecessor, Sen. John Mc-
Cain (R-AZ) gave on the Senate 昀氀oor in 
2018 in which he lamented the partisan-
ship that has overtaken Congress: “…
he said that folks were more interested 
in ensuring that the other party lost or 
prevented the other party from getting 
a win. And then they were no longer 
focused on the much more inspiring 
and more meaningful work of bringing 
people together, people of good faith to 
actually solve problems and improve 
lives of the people that we serve in our 
country.”

We have heard that lament before, 
but actually working together requires 
agreement on what the problems are 
and a willingness to actually solve them 
instead of bludgeoning members of the 
other party.

Sinema went a step further in explain-
ing the extreme partisanship: “They’ve 
moved away from that center of work-
ing together and 昀椀nding that common 
ground and they’re going towards the 
fringes because that’s where the money 
is, and that’s where the attention is, and 
that’s where the likes on Twitter are, 
and that’s where you get the clicks and 
the accolades. And there’s an incentive 
to continue to say things that are not 
true and not accurate.”

Asked why she didn’t switch to the 
Republican Party from the Democratic 
Party, Sinema laughed and said, “you 
don’t go from one broken party to 
another.”

Her solution is a familiar one that 
needs more adherents. Again referring 
to McCain’s 昀椀nal Senate speech, she 
said: “ …he spoke about the impor-
tance of getting rid of the uninspiring 
activities you see now of partisanship 
and restoring the inspiring activity of 
working together.”

So how do we 昀椀x this in our coun-
try? It’s not that di昀케cult. “It’s all of us 
choosing to behave with that same level 
of dignity, of respect for each other of 
honor, refusing to do that uninspiring 
activity of just trying to prevent the 
other from a win, and instead focusing 
on what can we do to bring our country 
together and demonstrate that we’re 
serving them.”

With Title 42 expiring Thursday, 
which is expected to bring in a new 
wave of migrants, Sinema blames not 
only the Biden administration for failing 
to come up with a plan, but also both 
political parties: “both parties have 
bene昀椀ted for decades by not solving this 
challenge.”

Perhaps that’s why the fastest grow-
ing voter group is independents, though 
they usually end up voting for one party 
or the other on Election Day.

It’s going to take more than one 
senator to make the case that our system 
of elections and government are broken. 
Returning to the guardrails provided in 
the Constitution would solve a lot of 
problems, but barring that unlikely oc-
currence, it is up to “We the people” to 
make changes by voting for candidates 
who are committed to actually address-
ing and solving the growing number of 
problems that confront us.

Otherwise, George Wallace will 
be seen as a prophet because there 
is increasingly not a dime’s worth of 
di昀昀erence between the two parties when 
it comes to doing what is best for the 
nation.”

Readers may email Cal Thomas at 
tcaeditors@tribpub.com. Look for Cal 
Thomas’ latest book “A Watchman in 
the Night: What I’ve Seen Over 50 
Years Reporting on America” (Huma-
nixBooks).

One Nation
Under God

By Danielle Reid



elite ones, want.
The test that has been smeared 

as a tool of white supremacy 
is a conveyor belt for Asian 
Americans into top colleges in 
numbers that college adminis-
trators 昀椀nd embarrassing and 
inconvenient. So, they have 
an a昀케rmation-action regime 
designed to keep those numbers 
down, and 昀椀ne-tune the racial 
balance of their student bodies 
to their liking.

This is where the SAT is 
unwelcome in another way. As 
a measure of preparedness with 
hard numbers attached, it pro-
vides incontrovertible evidence 
of the racial bias against Asian 
Americans.

With a potential loss in the 
Supreme Court’s big a昀케rmative 
action case looming, colleges 
and universities are already 
昀椀nding a way to 昀椀nagle out of 

OPEN FORUM

The Patriot - May 12, 2023 - Page A7

personality and intelligence by 
ranking 昀椀ve traits:  Openess to 
experience, Conscientiousness, 
Extraversion, Agreeableness 
and Neuroticism (nervious vs. 
con昀椀dent)

Can you really evaluate the 
brilliance of the men who con-
structed the greatest Constitu-
tional-Republic in the world? 
The concepts of self-govern-
ment that they developed were 
unheard of in their time.

These were the leaders 
who rigorously discussed and 
carefully thought out what kind 
of government we would have 
– rule by a king and aristocrats 
or by “we the people.”  They 
addressed the question of 
whether the government exists 
for the bene昀椀t of the rulers or 
for the bene昀椀t of the people. 
They questioned where rights 
ultimately come from – do they 
come from God or from 昀氀awed 
individuals.  How should the 
power to rule be invested – in 

Continued from Page A6
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the decision. Without the SAT, 
they can continue to get the racial 
results they want without as obvi-
ous a paper trail.

In Agatha Christie terms, the 
crime will no longer be carried 
out with a candlestick but small, 
untraceable doses of arsenic.

If it’s harder to 昀椀nd the best 
future students, or at least the best 
future students who haven’t been 
building their resumes toward an 
impressive college application 
from a very young age, so be it.

You can have the twisted 
notion of equity that now prevails 
throughout our elite culture, or 
you can have a test that demon-
strates academic talent regardless 
of race, but you can’t have both. 
Academia is making its choice.

Rich Lowry is editor of the 
National Review.

a strong central government or 
divided to prevent tyrrany?

Here are the researchers’ re-
sults for the IQ’s of our 昀椀rst six 
Presidents:  George Washington 
140, John Adams 155, Thomas 
Je昀昀erson 160, James Madison 
160, James Monroe 138.6, John 
Quincy Adams 175.  We can 
include Alexander Hamilton in 
the group as a Founding Father, 
although not a President, just 
because I found information 
about him.  His estimated IQ is 
between 150 and 160.

So there you have it.  Our 
Founders were exceptionally in-
tellectually brilliant, well-read, 
Bible-believing men who, I am 
convinced, were brought togeth-
er with a divine directive.  And 
“we the people” are the blessed 
recipients of their e昀昀orts.

Just in case you are wonder-
ing what the estimated IQ is of 
our two most recent Presidents, 
here is what I have found:  Don-
ald Trump, 156.  Joe Biden 115.

Editor’s Note: In recognition 
of this being National Teacher 
Appreciation Week, Joe Shan-
non of Poplar Camp – a driver 
for Pulaski Area Transit – sub-
mitted the following letter writ-
ten by his daughter, Tonya Shan-
non Shore of Asheboro, N.C. 

Tonya, who is now a teacher 
herself, writes about how one 
of her teachers had a profound 
impact on her life in elementary 

school.
We thought her story is worth 

sharing.

‘That Kid’
I was not an easy student. I was  

hyper, very talkative, (hard to be-
lieve). I had a million questions, 
and wanted the answers as soon 
as  I asked the question. School 
didn’t come easy to me, and I 
struggled. I had speech issues 

and a learning disability. So here 
comes this bouncy little talkative, 
inquisitive 3rd grader who walks 
to the classroom of Mrs. Vera 
Bates and Peggy Anderson. I was 
happy that I got these teachers, 
but also very sad, as this would be 
my second time in the 3rd grade.

She was the teacher that was 
Pinterest before Pinterest was 
even a thing. She loved and be-
lieved in all of her students, she 
saw the good. She lookedpast 
what might have been shared 
with her about me “being that 
student.” I walked in her class-
room a new person and felt that 
way leaving. She gave me chanc-
es that others did not, made me 
a member of the school’s OM 
team, and most importantly made 
me feel welcome as a student in 
her classroom. She never gave up 
on me or any of her students. She 
always had something positive 
to say about all of her students. 
We left her classroom feeling that 
we could do anything, be any-
thing, because Mrs. Bates said 
we could.

I don’t remember a lot of my 
teachers at Pickett Elementary 
School, but those that I do will 
always leave a lasting memory.

To my speech teacher Mrs. 
Beth Parrott, and my principal 
Mrs. Pinnix-Morrow, I will al-
ways remember you too, and how 
much you advocated for me, and 
believed in me . All of our stu-
dents are special even “that kid.”

Signed “that kid,” 
Tonya Shore

Letter writer was ‘that kid’ in school
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Fund
2. Madison Bruce, $1,000 

from the Mu昀昀o Family Scholar-
ship Fund

3. Abigail Felty, $1,000 from 
the Laura J. Pynn Scholarship 
Fund

4. Jenna Gadd, $1,780 from 
the Epperly Family Fund

5. Lucas Jones, $1,018 from 
the Warren Lloyd Holtzman 
Freedom Scholarship Fund 

6. Madeline Mirolli, $1,065 
from the Marie Mandelstamm 
Scholarship Fund

Floyd County High School 
(10)

1. Avery Cantrell, $1,000 from 
the Citizens Scholarship Fund

2. Melanie Gallimore, $1,000 
from the Larry Turman Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

3. Maria Garcia Diaz, $3,000 
total from the RBN Inc. Appreci-

ation Scholarship Fund & Amber 
D. Lutz Memorial Scholarship 
Fund 

4. James Holt, $1,100 from the 
Woodrow & Elma Turman Schol-
arship Fund 

5. Vanessa Hylton, $2,190 from 
the Earl Vest & Mamie Phillips 
Vest Scholarship Fund

6. Jessica Long, $1,000 from the 
Williamsburg Consort Symphonic 
Band Scholarship Fund

7. Andrew Martin, $2,190 from 
the Earl Vest & Mamie Phillips 
Vest Scholarship Fund 

8. Carly Thompson, $1,600 
from the Mary Ann King Peters 
Memorial Scholarship Fund 

9. Hallie Williams, $500 Evelyn 
Rutrough Memorial Scholarship 
Fund 

10. Victoria Wood, $2,190 from 
the Earl Vest & Mamie Phillips 
Vest Scholarship Fund

 
Narrows High School (3)
1. Kaleah Handshoe, $2,000 

from the Josephine D. Shotts Me-

morial Scholarship Fund
2. Mya Robertson, $1,000 from 

the Domermuth Scholarship Fund
3. Virginia Bowles, $1,420 

from the Auxiliary of Radford 
Community Hospital/CNRVMC 
Scholarship Fund

 
Pulaski County High School 

(3)
1. Sydney Farley, $2,000 from 

the Jo Ann Slate Smith Scholar-
ship Fund

2. Emilie Hall, $2,000 from the 
Jo Ann Slate Smith Scholarship 
Fund

3. Zachary Parker, $2,000 from 
the Simón-Flora-Grohs Scholar-
ship Fund

Plus, one student each from:
· Cassidy Callister, Spring-

house Community School, $1,000 
from the T. Scott Eaton Scholar-
ship Fund

·  Liam Gillock, Grayson Coun-
ty High School, $1,180 from the 
Plummer Scholarship Fund

·  Hollie Fletcher, Giles High 

School, $500 from the Virginia 
Whitaker Memorial 

Scholarship Fund
·  Angie Lin, Radford High 

School, $1,770 from the Adrienne 
Marie Rhudy Memorial Scholar-
ship Fund

·  Dianna White, Galax High 
School, $1,180 from the Plummer 
Scholarship Fund

 
University students (31)
 
Bridgewater College (2)
1. Logan Douthat, $1,420 from 

the Auxiliary of Radford Commu-
nity Hospital/CNRVMC Scholar-
ship Fund

2. Jared Nichols, $4,000 from 
the James E. & Kate H. Board 
Scholarship Fund

 
New River Community Col-

lege (6)
1. Helen Beavers, $1,250 from 

the Wings Fund
2. Jaycee Cha昀케n, $2,190 from 

the Earl Vest & Mamie Phillips 
Vest Scholarship Fund

3. Kenzee Cha昀케n, $2,190 from 
the Earl Vest & Mamie Phillips 
Vest Scholarship Fund

4. Gracenne Clinger, $1,250 
from the Wings Fund

5. Eliany Garcia-Bermudez, 
$3,000 from the RBN Inc. Appre-
ciation Scholarship Fund

6. Shuler Williams, $500 from 
the Living4Bri Scholarship Fund

Virginia Tech (16)
1.  Madison Blake, $2,500 from 

the VT Women’s Club Scholar-
ship Fund

2. Ruthie Brown, $2,500 from 
the VT Women’s Club Scholar-
ship Fund

3. Krista Carlton, $2,000 from 
the VT Women’s Club Scholar-
ship Fund

4. Victoria Fedik, $4,000 from 
the VT Women’s Club Scholar-
ship Fund

5. Ella Fitzgerald, $3,500 from 
the VT Women’s Club Scholar-
ship Fund

6. Heidi Gomez, $2,000 from 
the VT Women’s Club Scholar-
ship Fund

7. Jack Hammock, $1,950 from 
the Lineweaver Family Scholar-
ship Fund

8. Angelina Jannace, $500 from 
the Lambda Horizon Scholarship 

Fund
9. Alexandra Jones, $2,500 

from the VT Women’s Club 
Scholarship Fund 

10. Gage Kelly, $1,950 from 
the Lineweaver Family Scholar-
ship Fund

11. Suin Kim, $2,000 from the 
VT Women’s Club Scholarship 
Fund

12. Seferina Olivo, $4,000 
from the VT Women’s Club 
Scholarship Fund

13. Megan Phan, $2,500 from 
the VT Women’s Club Scholar-
ship Fund

14. Harbalbeen Rai, $4,000 
total from the VT Women’s Club 
Scholarship Fund & the Adrienne 
Marie Rhudy Memorial Scholar-
ship Fund 

15. Morgan Ralph, $2,500 
from the VT Women’s Club 
Scholarship Fund 

16. Hanna Santolla, $1,720 
from the Blacksburg Volunteer 
Rescue Squad Memorial Schol-
arship Fund

Plus, one each from:
· Sydney Fritz, Brown Uni-

versity, $1,018 from the Warren 
Lloyd Holtzman Freedom Schol-
arship Fund

· Andrea Leng, Washington 
University in St. Louis, $2,000 
from the Benjamin Eiss Memo-
rial Scholarship Fund

· Jaden Nichols, James Madi-
son University, $4,000 from the 
James E. & Kate H. Board Schol-
arship Fund

· Josep Ocampo, College 
of William and Mary, $3,000 
from the RBN Inc. Appreciation 
Scholarship Fund

· Cole Shepherd, Delta State 
University, $1,065 from the Al-
lan Mandelstamm Scholarship 
Fund

· Selna Shi, Virginia Com-
monwealth University, $3,000 
from the RBN Inc. Appreciation 
Scholarship Fund

· Brittle Williams, Radford 
University, $1,065 from the Ma-
rie Mandelstamm Scholarship 
Fund
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HILLTOP PH CHURCH COMMUNITY 
BLOCK PARTY 

LOCATED AT 4892 VETERANS HILL RD.
YOUR NEIGHBORS AT HILLTOP PENTECOSTAL HOLINESS CHURCH 

INVITES YOU TO A BLOCK PARTY SATURDAY, MAY 20TH 
FROM 10 A.M.- 2 P.M.

EMERGENCY RESPONDER VEHICLES WILL BE ON DISPLAY, 
LIVE MUSIC ALL DAY

FREE HOTDOGS & CLOTHING GIVE AWAY KIDS GAMES & PRIZES
OPPORTUNITY TO WIN 1 OF 4 FREE BIKES 

(2 BOYS & 2 GIRLS, PARENT OR GUARDIAN MUST BE PRESENT 

WITH CHILD AT DRAWING)

PASTOR TRAVIS CAIN & PASTOR ROGER CROSS 
FROM NEW BEGINNINGS CHURCH IN HARTSVILLE, SC 

WILL BE HERE TO HELP HOST THIS GREAT EVENT

PLEASE ACCEPT THIS OPEN INVITATION TO COME & BE A PART OF OUR 
AWESOME, FAMILY FUN-FILLED DAY

WE ARE EXCITED TO SPONSOR THIS COMMUNITY EVENT 

FOR QUESTIONS OR INFORMATION CONTACT 
PASTOR TODD GARWOOD AT 540-250-3741

FORT CHISWELLFORT CHISWELL
SEW & VACSEW & VAC

Specializing In Sewing Machine and 

Vacuum Cleaner Sales & Service

We Are Now AWe Are Now A  JANOMEJANOME  

SEWING MACHINE OUTLET CENTERSEWING MACHINE OUTLET CENTER!!

787 Fort Chiswell Road, Max Meadows, Va. 24360 
(Across From Fort Chiswell High School)

276-637-3139
Open Tues.-Fri. 10-5 and Sat. 10-1

Over 

50 Years

Experience

We Have Riccar, Miele, Simplicity Vaccums and More
Household and Commercial

“The average tenure of a school 
superintendent is 3.5 years. The 
leadership of Dr. Siers for near-
ly seven years was during one 
of the most transformational and 
chaotic times in public education, 
allowing numerous improve-
ments to Pulaski County Public 
Schools,” Cox said.

“With his guidance, we have 
a new middle school, improved 
special education programs, 
overhauled CTE programs for 
alignment with the needs of busi-
nesses and the labor market, and 
opened lines of communication 
with students, sta昀昀, and the com-
munity,” she continued. “Pulaski 
County Public Schools will see 
the improvements made by Dr. 
Siers for years to come.”

The release continued that 
during his tenure, he oversaw the 
bond referendum campaign and 
construction of Pulaski Coun-
ty Middle School, navigated 
the school division through the 
COVID pandemic in a way that 
allowed Pulaski County students 
to return to 昀椀ve days a week of 
in person instruction before any 
other school division in South-
west Virginia, and oversaw the 
development and implementation 
of a division-wide model for ef-
fective instruction which created 
higher standards and increased 
expectations about instructional 
delivery in all PCPS classrooms. 

According to the release, Siers 
stated in his resignation letter 
to the Pulaski County School 
Board, “Thank you for giving 
me the opportunity to serve the 
children and families of Pulaski 
County for the past seven years. 
I think that everyone would agree 
that it has been a transformational 
period for our schools and there 
is no doubt that the work that we 
have done will make public ed-
ucation a positive experience for 
generations of Pulaski County’s 
children. You have been the gold 
standard for School Boards in 
Virginia. Every school division 
should have a 昀椀erce advocate 

Continued from Page A1

Siers for its programs like Mr. (Tim) 
Hurst, a visionary problem solv-
er like Ms. Cox, the support for 
teachers like that brought by Mr. 
(Bill) Benson, a promoter of pos-
itive solutions like Mrs. (Penny) 
Golden, and the desire to create a 
love for learning like Dr. (Paige) 
Cash.”

About his new position, Dr. 
Siers stated in the release, “I’m 
very happy that the Franklin 
County School Board has selected 
me to lead their school division for 
the foreseeable future. They have 
a great tradition of high academic 
achievement and strong commu-
nity support for their schools. The 
Board has given me a few objec-
tives to begin working on and I 
look forward to engaging with the 
Franklin County students, parents, 
community members, faculty and 
sta昀昀 in order to meet these objec-
tives”. 

“Anyone who got to know Dr. 
Siers knew his love for children 
and education,” Mrs. Cox said. 
“Additionally, he knew the history 
of the area better than most life-
long citizens, having dedicated 
seven years to volunteering at the 
Wilderness Road Regional Muse-
um. He was a constant presence 
in all schools and at school func-
tions. The life of a great school 
superintendent such as Dr. Siers 
is engrossed in the life of the stu-
dents, educators, and schools. We 
can only hope as a school board 
to 昀椀nd such dedication to 昀椀ll the 
void. As we begin the superinten-
dent search immediately, we know 
that another school division will 
prosper immensely with the en-
thusiasm and excellent direction 
of Dr. Kevin Siers.”

The Pulaski County School 
Board, according to the release, 
will immediately begin the pro-
cess of 昀椀nding a new Superinten-
dent with the goal of having that 
person selected as quickly as pos-
sible. 

Some, however, have a di昀昀erent 
idea on how to move forward in 
the search for a new school super-
intendent.

Sabrina Cox, a candidate for the 
school board from the Robinson 
District, said she was “surprised” 

to hear of Siers’ resignation as 
he had two more years left on his 
contract.

“I wish him and his family well 
as they embark on their next chap-
ter,” Cox said. 

 She added, however, his resig-
nation “allows the opportunity to 
昀椀nd the right person to move for-
ward with Pulaski County teach-
ers, parents and students.” 

“It is my strong belief that this 
is a decision that should reside 
with the voters of this county con-
sidering every seat on this board is 
being contested. Appoint an inter-
im and allow the voters to elect the 
board of their choosing to hire the 
next superintendent. The Virginia 
Code Section 22.1-60 allows for 
extensions well beyond November 
2023. It states that ‘upon request, 
a school board SHALL be granted 
up to an ADDITIONAL 180 days 
within which to appoint a division 
superintendent,’” Cox said.

“Dr. Siers advocated at the 
school board meeting on May 9 
that the board had 180 days and 
could apply for an additional 180 
days. That statement can be heard 
on the recording of the meeting 
located on YouTube for the May 
9, 2023 meeting at 2:41:45,” she 
added. 

“This is a critical position in our 
county that a昀昀ects virtually every-
one in our county and this decision 
should reside with the voters of 
this county. I encourage the voters 
to contact the board members and 
express their desire for them to 
employ the above referenced code 
and apply for said extension,” Cox 
advised. 

“It is also my view that we 
should allow more time for ap-
plications to be received so as to 
promote healthy competition and 
give the county its greatest chance 
at hiring the best. I do believe we 
all want a school system where 
teachers are supported, children 
are learning and parents are in-
formed as well as a healthy and 
thriving community for all so I ask 
you to join me in this e昀昀ort today. 
Let us look forward, let us put in 
work and let us do it with kindness 
and respect,” Cox urged.

Another school board can-
didate, Gina Paine from Ingles 
District, reminded of some of the 
more tumultuous days of Siers’ 
seven years in Pulaski County.

“For reasons unknown to the 
community, Superintendent Kevin 
Siers announced his resignation as 
of June 30, 2023.  Although his re-
location search began months ago, 
it is widely known that Siers’ ten-
ure su昀昀ered a self-in昀氀icted wound 
in 2021,” Paine said.  

“This resulted from the expo-
sure of emails written by Siers to 
individuals at the Virginia Depart-
ment of Education wherein he re-
ferred to comments made by com-
munity members at school board 
meetings as akin to Klan rally 

comments; implied that the Pu-
laski County Sheri昀昀’s O昀케ce was 
intentionally creating a dangerous 
and hostile environment at school 
board meetings; denigrated mem-
bers of the Board of Supervisors; 
dismissed our Faith community 
as irrelevant and a nuisance; and 
equated it all to being in a ‘war’ 
much like his tenure in Iraq,” 
Paine said. 

“The PCPS Board and Siers 
claimed that these emails were 
“taken out of context” and were 
willingly released in response to 
a FOIA request, even though they 
were somehow legally con昀椀den-
tial communication (despite be-
ing written during the course of 
business, on the taxpayer dime, 
and not relative to any legal mat-
ter).  None of Siers’ statements 
were out of context:  I know, I 
submitted the FOIA that obtained 
these documents.  I have the docu-
ments,” Paine added.

“Let’s not lose sight of this, 
however:  throughout all of these 
revelations, the PCPS School 
Board backed their superintendent 
100 percent.  They never once 
disavowed his statements or sen-
timents about our community and 
citizens.  They never distanced 
themselves from them.  Follow-
ing the revelation of these emails, 
this Board wrote and released a 
5-page statement praising Siers 
and again, rationalizing and jus-
tifying the email release.  Absent 
from that statement?  An apology.

“Furthermore, they doubled 
down in their protection of Kevin 
Siers by prematurely extending his 
contract in January 2022.  At that 
time, Siers was under a contract 
that ran from July 1, 2019 – June 
30, 2023.  So, 18 months ahead 
of time, this Board renewed his 
contract to run from July 1, 2022 
– June 30, 2026.  Why do that?  
My guess is to intimidate any in-
dividuals thinking of running for 
school board.  Any majority new 
board would be faced with buying 
out Siers’ contract at the tune of 
about $400,000.  Interesting that 
Siers resigned when he feasibly 
could have forced his 昀椀ring by a 
new board and collected $400,000 
to leave.  Despite that reality, he 
left willingly,” Paine said.  

“Based on this board’s behav-
ior the last two years, one has to 
ask themselves:  Is the reason they 
never disavowed Siers’ statements 
or distanced themselves from them 
because the sentiment expressed 
by Kevin Siers in those infamous 
emails are echoed by these school 
board members,” Paine asked.  

“Kevin Siers was a big fan of 
their behavior and performance, 
calling them the ‘gold standard of 
Virginia School Boards’ in his res-
ignation statement.

“Kevin Siers is leaving.  One 
down.  Five to go,” Paine stated.

Tennessee 
man dies 
in Giles 
motorcycle 
crash

Virginia State Police is inves-
tigating a single-vehicle fatal 
crash in Giles County. The crash 
occurred May 5, 2023 at 8:30 
p.m. on Route 460, approximate-
ly one mile west of Route 61. 

A 2022 Kawasaki Ninja 650 
was traveling west on Route 460. 
As it came into a curve, the rid-
er lost control of the motorcycle 
and was thrown from it. The Ka-
wasaki, meanwhile, ran o昀昀 the 
right side of the highway and 
struck an embankment. 

The operator, Michael S. Ru-
ganis, 46, of Roan Mountain, 
Tenn., died at the scene. He was 
wearing a helmet. 

The crash remains under in-
vestigation. Speed is being in-
vestigated as a factor in the crash. 

Martin 
graduates 
from 
Bridgewater

BRIDGEWATER, VA -- Mary 
Martin of Pulaski, Va., graduated 
cum laude with a bachelor of sci-
ence in health and exercise sci-
ence from Bridgewater College 
during the April 29, 2023, Com-
mencement exercises.

Approximately 315 undergrad-
uate and 25 graduate students 
from the Class of 2023 received 
degrees. Dr. David W. Bushman, 
president of Bridgewater Col-
lege, conferred the degrees.

Rev. Dr. Robbie Miller ‘79, 
college chaplain, served as the 
Commencement speaker for 
2023. In his address, “The Mea-
sure of Success,” he said, “The 
measure of success in our brief 
span of life-represented by that 
little ‘dash’ between the year 
we’re born and the year we die-
is not the money we earn or the 
things we accumulate or the de-
grees we acquire or the recog-
nition we receive, but the love 
we share and the di昀昀erence we 
make.”

Among the 313 undergraduate 
students in the Class of 2023, 159 
earned bachelor of arts degrees 
and 154 earned bachelor of sci-
ence degrees. Thirty-two mem-
bers of the class graduated sum-
ma cum laude-the top academic 
honor which requires students 
to achieve at least a 3.9 grade 
point average on a 4.0 scale. For-
ty graduates earned magna cum 
laude honors-a 3.7 or better aver-
age. Cum laude honors, requiring 
a 3.4 grade point average, were 
earned by 53 graduates.

Bridgewater College graduat-
ed students from four di昀昀erent 
master’s programs. Three stu-
dents graduated with a master 
of science in psychology-mental 
health professions; three stu-
dents graduated with a master of 
arts in digital media strategy; six 
students graduated with a master 
of science in athletic training; 
and 13 students graduated with 
a master of science in human re-
source management.

Remember 
Your Loved 
One On A 

Special Day
With An

In Memoriam
Notice

In 
The Patriot

Call 
540-808-3949
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PET OF THE W EEKPET OF THE W EEK

Pulaski County Animal Control, 
80 Dublin Park Rd.

Dublin, VA 24084,  540-674-8359

Pet of the Week
Is Sponsored Each 

Week By
Todd Bruce, Mgr. 
Seagle Funeral 

Home

Monday-Fr iday 
10AM-4PM and 10AM-12Noon on Saturday

Meet Rudy! Rudy is a 3-4 
year old neutered male 
with lots of energy. He 
loves to be around people 
and would make the 
perfect hiking or camping 
buddy. Rudy will need to 
meet any future  furry 
roommates in the home 
prior to his adoption 
and he looks forward to 
meeting them!

Old Newbern Elementary now HQ for Trova
By WILLIAM PAINE
The Patriot

On the 昀椀rst Friday of May 2023, 
Trova Commercial Vehicles o昀케-
cially announced that the old New-
bern Elementary School would 
the serve as the company’s new 
headquarters. County and state 
o昀케cials came to a ribbon cutting 
ceremony to mark the occasion in 
this recently refurbished structure, 
which once served as an elemen-
tary school but in recent years had 
fallen into disrepair.

Bill Cunningham, who came 
as a representative for the Pulas-
ki County Economic Authority 
(EDA), served as the emcee of the 
event. Both the EDA and the Pu-
laski County administration were 
deeply involved in making this re-
location a reality.

“This is truly amazing and the 
start of something that’s going to 
be absolutely fantastic for not only 
Pulaski County, but for the New 
River Valley,” said Delegate Jason 
Ballard, as he took his turn on the 
microphone. “Trova is an inno-
vator. It has the potential and will 
transform the commercial vehicle 
industry in the Commonwealth 
of Virginia. I have absolutely no 
doubt about that statement.”

“Trova is Latin and it means, 
to 昀椀nd,” stated Patrick Collignon, 
founder and CEO of Trova Com-
mercial Vehicles. “It comes from 
the more famous statement Cerca 
trova. Seek and you will 昀椀nd … 
and we will 昀椀nd solutions to help 
accelerate the market acceptance 
of zero emission commercial vehi-
cles. That’s our objective.”

One of Trova’s main priori-
ties is developing the technology 
to replace the diesel engines on 
used medium range commercial 
trucks with electric motors. To that 
end, Trova developed a prototype 
electric truck that Pulaski County 
supervisors were given a chance 
to test drive. Chairwoman of the 
board, Laura Walters, talked about 
taking her turn behind the wheel.

“I’m uno昀케cially going to claim 
the land speed record for electric 
trucks,” said Walters with a laugh. 
“This was one of the most fun and 
exciting things I’ve done as a su-
pervisor.”

Walters then went on to mention 
the building’s proximity to the his-
toric Wilderness Road.

“That was the way out west and 
for many it represented a new be-
ginning along with a new set of 
challenges. Trova is also embark-
ing on new territories today, while 
moving forward with technologies 

William Paine/The Patriot
Trova founder and CEO Patrick Collignon cuts the ribbon for his company’s new headquarters at 
the former home the Newbern Elementary School.

for tomorrow.”
“We sent our boys to school 

here,” said county supervisor Dirk 
Compton. “This building has been 
empty for a while now. The school 
board gave it to us and there was 
some damage to it. People were 
throwing rocks at windows and 
things like that and it was painful 
… we were even contemplating just 
bulldozing it down. To have Trova 
come along and join with us on this 
was truly wonderful.”

“If you’re a passionate about lov-
ing the environment, there’s nothing 
better than reclaiming the property,” 
said Collignon. “It’s like replacing 
an old truck to make it a brand-new 
truck. One reason I chose the school 
was that I was fascinated by the 
view. It’s an old school, so it has its 
constraints but it’s like a marriage 
… we found the right match. This is 
a perfect place for a design studio. A 
beautiful setting and still very close 
to interstate connectivity.”

After the speeches, the red rib-
bon provided by the Pulaski County 
Chamber of Commerce was cut and 
Collignon and his engineers made 
themselves available for questions.

Patrick Collignon worked many 
years as a top-level executive at Vol-
vo trucks before founding Trova.

“The industry that I’ve worked 
in throughout my entire career is 
in the midst of its largest paradigm 
shift since Henry Ford invented 

William Paine/The Patriot
“Spotter” truck design - In addition to re昀椀tting diesel-powered 
trucks with electric motors, Trova engineers are designing Spot-
ter trucks, which are used to haul freight at ports around the 
globe. 

mass production,” said Collignon. 
“I think everybody is aware that 

there will be a transition from tradi-
tional internal combustion engines 

towards zero emission vehicles. 
Forget the environmental aspect, 
the story is going to be about 
wealth and I think at the end of the 
day, everybody here involved with 
economic development is going 
to be really happy seeing that the 
wealth happens here, not in Palo 
Alto, California or Texas.”

Collignon admitted that if 
someone had told him ten years 
ago that electric trucks would be 
the future for commercial trans-
portation, he would have rolled 
on the 昀氀oor laughing … but times 
have changed.

“Repowering is one of those 
new innovative market segments 
that had no reason to exist yes-
terday but now when you have a 
perfectly good truck and its die-
sel engine is coming to the end of 
life, we can provide a high voltage 
driveline architecture that we can 
put in that truck,” said Collignon. 
“Now we can give that truck an-
other 10 years of useful life at a 
signi昀椀cantly lower cost than if 
you have to buy a completely new 
electric commercial vehicle.”

Engineers at Trova are also 

See TROVA, page A11
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COMING THIS MONTH!

We will be showing this powerful movie on the big 8 ft. screen at the Taking It 
To The Streets Crusade, Event and Missions Center located at 235 N. Je昀昀erson 

Ave in downtown Pulaski for  three nights: Thursday, May 11th through 
Saturday, May 13th at 7 pm each night. 

There will be NO charge to see this movie.

T.A.’s ProduceT.A.’s ProduceT.A.’s T.A.’s 
ProduceProduce

North Carolina strawberr ies and Nor th Carolina strawberr ies and 
Southern Sweet CantaloupesSouthern Sweet Cantaloupes

and Watermelons.and Watermelons.

Vine Ripe Red & Heir loom Tomatoes, Vine Ripe Red & Heir loom Tomatoes, 
apples, citrus, N.Y. cabbage, turnips, apples, citrus, N.Y. cabbage, turnips, 

Georgia Vidalia onions, pickling Georgia Vidalia onions, pickling 
cucumbers and more cucumbers and more 

fresh veggies.fresh veggies.
Lots of beautiful hanging baskets for Lots of beautiful hanging baskets for 

Mother’s Day!Mother’s Day!
Open Monday  - Saturday 9 a.m.-6 p.m.Open Monday  - Saturday 9 a.m.-6 p.m.

Unless inclement weather.Unless inclement weather.

We appreciate your business!We appreciate your business!

540-674-4233540-674-4233

Route 11 - DublinRoute 11 - Dublin

Countians join together on National Day of Prayer
By DANIELLE REID
The Patriot

Many freedom-loving Ameri-
cans would agree that if ever our 
nation needed prayer, it’s now!   
2023 which was held on Thurs-
day, May 4th. 

The Pulaski County Ministerial 
Association, under the leadership 
of retired Pastor Terry Sternberg, 
and in conjunction with Chalk 
Talk’s founder Dwight Haynes, 
coordinated the 2023 National 
Day of Prayer for Pulaski Coun-
ty.  Worship music was provided 
by Tony Eads, a short teaching 
by Dwight Haynes and the clos-
ing prayer by Pastor Gary Hash. 
A free lunch was provided by the 
Emmanuel Christian Bookstore, 
located at 653 East Main Street.

The National Day of Prayer 
Task Force established this 
year’s theme as “Pray Fervent-
ly in Righteousness and Avail 
Much” paraphrased from the 
book of James 5:16b (“the e昀昀ec-
tive fervent prayer of a righteous 
man avails much.”)

Scripture for the National Day 
of Prayer comes from 2 chroni-
cles 7:14 “If my people, which 
are called by my Name, shall 
humble themselves, and pray, 
and seek my face, and turn from 
their wicked ways; then will I 
hear from heaven, and will for-
give their sin, and will heal their 
land.”

Although America has had nu-
merous days of prayer and fast-
ing since it’s inception, our mod-

ern National Day of Prayer can 
be traced to President Harry Tru-
man’s proclamation in 1952; and 

Congress’ Public Law 100-307, 
establishing the 昀椀rst Thursday in 
May as the annual National Day 
of Prayer.

Dozens of concerned Pulaski 
County citizens joined together 
on the historic Pulaski Courthouse 
lawn at noon on May 4th to pray 
together.  Later, they gathered in 
small groups to pray for speci昀椀c 
needs such as our students and 
teachers, law enforcement,  mili-
tary and veterans, local, state and 
national government,  senior cit-
izens, Pulaski churches and pas-
tors, medical personnel and facili-
ties, addictions and recovery.

Pastor Gary Hash led the clos-

ing prayer asking all the partic-
ipants to join hands together in a 
circle of friendship as he prayed:  

“Father with one heart toward 
you, we thank you for this amaz-
ing day and welcome you into 
Pulaski County.  We adore your 
ways and thoughts.  Our prayer 
today is that you would help us 
with all these organizations, ele-
ments, facets and components of 
life as represented in this circle.   
We ask your greatest of blessings 
upon them, their sta昀昀, and people 
who are a昀昀ected and impacted by 
their leadership.  We pray that we 
would grow into a prayer life as a 
lifestyle - not just prayer moments 
and prayer events. Thank you for 
the harvest for all the seed that has 
been sown here today.  We thank 
you for the fellowship and the 
meal that is set in front of us.  We 
receive it as nourishment, healing 
and strength. Bless us as we go in 
the name of Jesus.”

Other National Day of Prayer 

resources suggested ten prayer 
points with scripture to help 
people focus on important is-
sues.  These prayer points can 
be prayed throughout the year 
and are not limited to only the 
National Day of Prayer.  They 
include: 

1. Pray for Righteousness to 
reign in America (Psalm 123:5 
and 2 Chronicles 7:14)

2. Pray for Truth and Light to 
be revealed in this nation (John 
8:32 and Luke 12:2-3)

3. Pray for an Awakening to 
God in the children (Psalm 24:6, 
Isaiah 54:13 and Joel 2:28-29)

4. Pray for an Awakening to 
God in the youth (Acts 2:39)

5. Pray for an Awakening to 
God in the young adults (Acts 
2:17-18)

6. Pray for Life (Psalm 139:13-
14, Deuteronomy 19:10, Prov-
erbs 6:16-19)

Photo by Jenny Shepherd
Citizens joined by local government leaders bow their heads in 
prayer during last Thursday’s National Day of Prayer event in 
Pulaski.

Danielle Reid/The Patriot
Participants in the 2023 Pulaski County National Day of Prayer 
pose before gathering for lunch at Emmanuel Christian Book-
store.  L to R. Mike Mooney, Anthony Akers,  Pastor Gary Hash, 
Collette Hash.  

Danielle Reid/The Patriot
Chalk Talk’s founder, Evangelist Dwight Haynes, addresses im-
portant issues and prays during the 2023 National Day of Prayer 
event held on the lawn of the historic Pulaski County Courthouse 
on May 4th.

See PRAYER, page A11
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61 YEARS OF SERVING
PULASKI COUNTY

Always A Good Haircut,
Sometimes A Good Story!

Star Barber Shop
123 West Main Street, Pulaski, VA 24301

Sam Corder, Barber

THINK SPRING!
TRACTOR & FLORAL FABRICS 

15%  OFF!
SAVE THE DATE

'Shop Hop'  July 15-22
No Alterations Accepted

After Apr il 30th At The Store

Ms. Audr e' s Fabr icsMs. Audr e' s Fabr ics
206 Main Street • Nar rows, Va.

(540) 921-2042

Open 10-6 Tues. - Fr iday, 10-4 Saturday

Holy CowHoly Cow 1801 Wysor Road 
(Rt. 100 South)

Exit 89A From I-81
Draper, VA.  24324

540-250-1775

Garden Decor & Pots,
Greenery & Home,

Bird Baths, Houses & Feeders
Antique, Vintage & New!

Open Saturdays 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sundays 1-5 p.m.Open Saturdays 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sundays 1-5 p.m.

Antiques, Gardens and 

Great Finds
Belle

Gar denGar den
Dècor Dècor 

Ar r iving!Ar r iving!

7. Pray against corruption  (John 1:4-5, Proverbs 24:25, Jude 15)
8. Pray for Spiritual leaders (Ephesians 3:16, Ephesians 6:19-20, 

Colossians 1:9)
9. Pray for Political leaders (1 Timothy 2:1-2, Isaiah 1:25-27)
10. Pray for Protection and plead the blood of Jesus over America 

(Psalm 91, Isaiah 54:17, Revelation 12:11, 1 John 1:7, Hebrews 9:14)
For those individuals truly interested in continuing to pray beyond 

our National Day of Prayer, there is a worldwide unprecedented Glob-
al Prayer movement, happening from May 7th and culminating on 
May 28th which is Pentecost.  

Many are fasting for 21-days, leading to ten days of prayer (May 18 
to May 28).  It is expected that more than 100 million believers will be 
joining in prayer together on Pentecost Sunday! Additional informa-
tion can be found at Pentecost2023.org, 110Cities.com, Isaiah62fast.
com and Cometothetable.world.

Continued from Page A10

Prayer

designing prototypes for electric 
“spotter” trucks, which are the 
vehicles that move freight around 
commercial ports throughout the 
world. 

“We start by developing a con-
cept vehicle,” Collignon explained. 
“In our case it was a fully opera-
tional truck. We call it an A build. 
Then we evolve to a more engi-
neered solution. That’s a B build. 
We are in the place where we’re 
building B built vehicles. From 
there, we go to preproduction. You 
don’t come up with a new car or 
truck by building just one vehicle.”

Components designed and built 
to serve as the working parts of 
these electric vehicles were placed 
around the room.

“This is a high voltage auxiliary 
module and this is already C built,” 
said Collignon as he pointed to a 
complex piece of machinery. “So, 
this is ready to go into production.”

According to Collignon, there 
are about 5 million heavy duty 
commercial vehicles currently in 
operation in the U.S. but since bat-
tery powered trucks can only go so

 

Continued from Page A9

Trova

far without recharging, producing 
electric powered long-haul trucks 
is not yet an option. That still leaves 
1.4 million medium and short-range 
trucks that can feasibly be trans-
formed into electric powered vehi-
cles.

Though the headquarters and 
design center of Trova are now in 
Newbern, Trova is a multi-stake-
holder enterprise consisting of more 
than 20 companies.

“Trova is much stronger than a 
standalone entity,” said Collignon. 
“All are engaged in what we do. 
Patrick Enterprise in Giles County 
is a strategic partner that works with 
metal forming. Radford based Man-
ufacturing Service Solutions are 
the prototype builders. Net Group 
in North Carolina is our high volt-
age engineering partner. Concept 
in Sweden is our software develop-
ment partner. Chateau Energy Solu-
tions (Atlanta) works with charging 
infrastructure. Camrett Logistics in 
Dublin is one of our early investors 
and we’re using their space to make 
Prototype B and the list goes on.”

According to Collignon, Trova is 
nearing the time when these electric 

commercial vehicles can be mass 
produced but he has not yet chosen 
a site for the production facility. 

“We’re going to come to the point 
where we have to decide where to 
produce,” Collignon revealed. 
“We’re in conversations with many 
di昀昀erent locations because as I said 
during my short speech, the ques-
tion is, is Virginia ready for EV?”

For those in attendance at Trova’s 
ribbon cutting ceremony, the answer 
would most de昀椀nitely be “yes.”

NRCC students named to PTK All-Virginia Academic Team
New River Community Col-

lege (NRCC) students Grace 
Anderson, Daniel Cravey, Ga-
brielle Schack, and Adam Toler 
were recently recognized for 
their nominations to Phi The-
ta Kappa’s (PTK) All-Virginia 
Academic Team. Students from 
across the state were recognized 
by Virginia’s Community Col-
leges at an awards luncheon in 
Richmond.

Toler was named to the PTK 
Top Ten 2023 All-Virginia Ac-
ademic Team. The Top Ten 
All-Virginia Academic Team 
consists of those members of 
the All-Virginia Academic Team 
achieving the highest rating in 
the international program spon-
sored by PTK, USA Today, and 
the American Association of 
Community Colleges. 

Toler, an Eagle Scout, is from 
Richmond and currently lives in 
Radford while attending NRCC. 
He is currently studying instru-
mentation and control automa-
tion technology.  He plans to 
complete his studies at NRCC 
in 2024 and go on to work in 
the instrumentation 昀椀eld.  Toler 
is also the president of NRCC’s 
chapter of the Phi Theta Kappa 
Honor Society. Toler was also 
named New Century Workforce 
Scholar at this event. 

Anderson, Cravey and Schack 
were nominated for PTK 2023 
All-Virginia Academic Team.

 

Anderson, from Blacksburg, 
is a second-year science student 
and PTK Vice President of Ser-

vice. She currently holds a 4.0 
GPA and will complete her stud-
ies at NRCC this May with the in-
tention of transferring to Virginia 
Tech in the fall. Grace will major 
in biology with a minor in human 
nutrition. After completing her 
bachelor’s degree in biological 
sciences at Virginia Tech, Grace 
plans to continue her education 
and pursue a career as a physical 
therapist or physician’s assistant.

Cravey, from Chester昀椀eld, is 
an instrumentation and control 
automation technology student 
at NRCC. He serves as PTK Vice 
President of Leadership. After 
graduation, he plans to work as 
an E&I intern for the WestRock 
paper mill in Hopewell, Va. He 
will be returning to NRCC in the 
fall to complete two additional 
degrees in electrical engineering 
technology and electronics tech-
nology.  

Schack is from Christiansburg 
and is PTK Vice President of 
Scholarship. She is the second 
person in her family to pursue 
a college degree. She plans to 
eventually earn a master’s degree 
in counseling and work in a ca-
reer where she can help others. 

PTK is an international honor 
society of two-year colleges and 
academic programs, particular-
ly state colleges and community 
colleges, and the organization’s 
mission is to recognize academic 
achievement of college students 
and to provide opportunities for 
them to grow as scholars and 

leaders. To become a member of 
the Omega Eta chapter of PTK 
at NRCC, students must current-
ly be enrolled at NRCC, have a 
minimum 3.5 cumulative grade 
point average, completed at least 
12 non-developmental credits at 
NRCC.  For more information on 
PTK at NRCC, contact faculty 
sponsor Brian Clark at bclark@
nr.edu.

NRCC photo
(L to R) VCCS Senior Vice Chancellor for Academic and Workforce Programs Dr. Sharon Morrisey, 
NRCC President Dr. Huber, NRCC student Adam Toler, NRCC student Daniel Cravey, NRCC stu-
dent Grace Anderson, VCCS Chancellor Dr. David Doré
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BISHOPBISHOP

INSURANCEINSURANCE

• AutoAuto

• HomeHome

• MedicalMedical

SupplementalSupplemental

• Final• Final

ExpensesExpenses

540-443-3900540-443-3900
1999 South Main Street, Suite 500C1999 South Main Street, Suite 500C

Blacksburg, VA 24060Blacksburg, VA 24060
www.bishopins.netwww.bishopins.net

Over 40 Years Experience • Free Estimates

Stuart’s Body Shop

Motor Mile now Pulaski Co. Motorsports Park
Wednesday, May 10, 2023, 

marks another big step in eco-
nomic development for Pulas-
ki County’s growing tourism 
industry, as a long-time 昀椀xture 
in the County, the Motor Mile 
Speedway, o昀케cially changes its 
name and becomes the Pulaski 
County Motorsports Park. 

Motorsports has changed 
over time, and so have many of 
the venues that host it. For the 
racers and race fans, that is ex-
actly what has happened at the 
speedway in Fairlawn. The new-
ly named Pulaski County Motor-
sports Park has raised the bar and 
is providing race fans the chance 

of a lifetime to enjoy the best of 
the best drivers in NASCAR and 
IndyCar by hosting the Superstar 
Racing Experience, better known 
as the SRX Series.

Pulaski County, in partnership 
with the Rusty Wallace Racing 
Group, is pleased to further an-
nounce that on Thursday, July 27, 
2023, THE THUNDER WILL 
BE IN THE MOUNTAINS OF 
PULASKI COUNTY, VIRGIN-
IA!, as the Pulaski County Mo-
torsports Park will be hosting 
the Superstar Racing Experience 
Series. This race will be carried 
live on ESPN’s Thursday Night 
Thunder, with an anticipated 

viewership of approximately two 
million.

“SRX could not have picked a 
better track in a better community 
to host the Superstars of Racing, 
as we are known for having one 
of the most entertaining short 
tracks in the country and some of 
the best race fans in the world”, 
stated Jonathan D. Sweet, County 
Administrator. “This new part-
nership marks our strong com-
mitment to continue the long 
tradition of racing here in Pulaski 
County, and our desire to have 
our Motorsports Park become 
one of Virginia’s prime tourism 
destinations as well as a world-

class outdoor sports and event 
venue.”

Mark Ebert, President and 
CEO, Wallace Racing Group, 
shared that race fans will have 
the opportunity to see and expe-
rience the thrills of watching su-
perstars of racing maneuver their 
cars at high speeds with some of 
the country’s best stock car driv-
ers competing. Included will be 
legendary names in racing like 
Tony Stewart, Ryan Newman, 
Bobby Labonte, Kyle Busch, 
and Marco Andretti, just to name 
a few. “We are excited to work 
closely with SRX and Pulaski 
County,” conveyed Ebert. “The 

SRX Race will be amazing but 
that’s just the start, we are tru-
ly a motorsports park! We have 
go-karting, IHRA Drag Racing, 
a world class racing experience 
and more, the Pulaski County 
Motorsports Park and the NRV 
are truly a destination for race 
fans of all ages.”

The Pulaski County Motor-
sports Park is home to the Rusty 
Wallace Racing Experience fea-
tures a 1/8th mile IHRA sanc-
tioned drag strip, a .416 NA-
SCAR sanctioned paved oval 
track, and the recent addition of 
a go-kart track.

Four Cougars 
Sign With 
Colleges
A signing event last week 
at Pulaski County High 
School saw four student 
athletes sign to  continue 
their educational and sports 
careers in college. Signing 
were (clockwise from top 
left) Blaine Reedy  - Blue-
昀椀eld College  -  Baseball; 
Trey Hayden  -  Virginia 
Wesleyan  -  Track & Field; 
Diego Turner  -  VCU  -  
Track & Field, and  Sara 
Cox  -  Blue昀椀eld College  
-  Soccer.

Brian Bishop/The Patriot

Cougars
fall twice
in softball
Patriot Sta昀昀 Report

After putting three wins in a 
row together, the Pulaski Coun-
ty Cougars softball team has 
dropped two straight heading 
into Friday’s regular season 昀椀-
nale.

Last Friday, the Cougars fell 
hard to Blacksburg at home, 12-
2. Then on Monday of this week, 
Pulaski County lost to Carroll 
County, 6-1 also at home.

Against Blacksburg, the Bru-
ins jumped ahead early and never 
looked back, scoring 2 runs in the 
昀椀rst, 3 in the second and 5 in the 
third before Pulaski County plat-
ed two runs in the fourth.

The game ended early after the 
昀椀fth inning as Blacksburg added 
two more in the top of the 昀椀fth 
and then blanked the Cougars in 
the bottom half of the stanza.

The Cougars could manage 
only four hits, the big blow com-
ing from Emily Webb whose 
homerun accounted for both Pu-
laski County scores.

Laken Greever took the loss in 
the circle, giving up 12 runs on 
12 hits, but only 5 were earned as 
the Cougars committed 5 errors 
on the day.

Against Carroll County, the 
Cougars again were held to just 
four hits with Addison Puckett 
hitting one out for the lone PCHS 
run.

Carroll scored one run in the 
昀椀rst, added two more in the 
fourth and capped o昀昀 their scor-
ing with a big three-run sixth to 
take the win.

Greever got the loss for the 

See SOFTBALL, page B4
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35+ Years

Of Friendly

Professional

Service
(540) 980-1117

Corner of 5th Street & Washington Ave., Pulaski

SERVICING THE ENTIRE NEW RIVER VALLEY & CLAYTOR LAKE
RESIDENTIAL. COMMERCIAL. PROPERTY MANAGEMENT.

THINKING OF A CAREER CHANGE? COME WORK WITH THE HOMETOWN TEAM

hometownpulaski@gmail.com

Home Town 
Realty

List Your Real Estate For Sale With Me
• 51 Years of Experience. 

• Principle Broker at McCraw Real Estate 
in Radford. 

• Top Producer. 
• Knows Real Estate Values. 

• State Licensed Auctioneer for 37 Years.  
 • Thousand of Homes Sold. 

I can sell your Home, Farm or 
Land for you! 

REALTOR and Member of New River Val-
ley Multiple Listing Service. I o昀昀er the Best 
Real Estate Service you can 昀椀nd.  Call me! 
Terry McCraw today at (540) 320-5200.

www.insurancecenterofdublin.com

543 East Main Street
Dublin, VA 24084 • 540-674-4678

See Us For All Your 
Auto, Home, Life, Business Insurance 

and Medicare Plans!

CALLCALL

540-838-1915540-838-1915
ISA Certi昀椀ed ArboristISA Certi昀椀ed Arborist

HELP WANTED

WBLB 107.5 FM and 1340 Am is 
looking for a person to do o昀케ce 
and computer work. Very 昀氀exible 
schedule and hours. Also a sales 
person. You set your days and 
hours. Good pay. Call 540-980-
3411. If no answer, please leave 
a message and phone number. We 
will get back to you ASAP.

YARD SALES

Yard Sale
Town Center Storage

101 Town Center Drive
Dublin, VA

!!!Yard Sale!!!
Saturday, May 20,2023
8:00 am until 2:00 pm

Storage tenants will be opening 
individual units and o昀昀er items 

for sale.

If you are not a tenant you may 
participate for a $20.00 fee 

which will be donated to St. Jude 
Children’s Hospital.

These spaces would be outside in 
parking lot.

Please contact us at 540-307-
5959 if interested.

Garage Sale. Saturday May 13th. 
8:00 am to ?
Beside Hiwassee Fire House, Hi-
wassee.
Tools, hand tools, garden tools, 
misc. garage items and other misc 
items.

Yard Sale: Draper Valley Golf 
Course, May 18 – 20, 8 a.m. to 1 
p.m. daily. Rain or shine.

Yard Sale: Friday, May 12 and 
Saturday, May 13 at 323 S. Wash-
ington Avenue, Pulaski.  Kitchen 
items, bathroom rugs, towels, 
blankets, men’s and women’s 
clothing, bikes and more. Cancel 
if rain.

Yard Sale: 4661 Shelburne Road, 
Snowville. Friday and Saturday, 
May 19 and 20 from 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m.

Yard Sale: Pulaski Village Apart-
ments on Memorial Drive in Pu-

laski,  Friday, May 26 and Satur-
day, May 27 from 8 a.m. until ?

Estate/yard sale on Friday, May 
19, and Saturday, May 20, be-
ginning at 8:00 AM both days, at 
5119 Alum Spring Rd. in Pulas-
ki. Will be in our barn so it will 
take place rain or shine!  Early 
birds are welcome at 7:00 AM.  
Many items from 2 di昀昀erent es-
tates.  Lots of tools, antiques, col-
lectibles, household items, toys, 
clothes, jewelry, electronics and 
much more.  There will also be 
a FREE table.   Additional items 
will be put out on Saturday so 
hope to see you both days!  

Thornspring Methodist Church 
Women will be having a yard sale 
on Friday, May 12th from 8:00 
am - 2:00 pm. There will be a hot 
dog sale, pinto beans & cornbread 
sale, & bake sale  on Saturday, 
May 13th only, along with the 
yard sale.  Everyone is welcome.

Garage Sale: Saturday, May 13, 
8 a.m. to ? Beside Hiwassee Fire 
House, Hiwassee.

Indoor Yard Sale – Flea Market 
Event

June 24 from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.
UAW Union Hall

5110 Cougar Trail Road
Dublin

Sponsored by the Women’s 
Committee of UAW Local 2069, 
the event is held to collect funds 
for projects that will provide help 
within the local community. To 
participate in this event, contact 
Tena Simpkins at 540-599-1682. 

Vendor spaces are on a 昀椀rst 
come – 昀椀rst serve basis and are 
not guaranteed until payment is 

received. 

FOR RENT:

For Rent: 2 bedroom, 1 bath 
house with central air and heat. 
Large fenced lot. $950 per month 
plus deposit. No smoking. Call 
540-320-6189.

REAL ESTATE:

Cemetery Plots for sale. Two each, 
side-by-side located in Highland 
Memory Gardens in Dublin. Lot 
No. 220, Block D, Units 1 and 2, 
Section 6 in Garden of the Gos-
pels. Call 336-858-8265.

For Sale: Cemetery plot for two 
people at Highland Memory Gar-
dens in Dublin. Asking $8,000. 
Call 540-250-0264.

Cemetery plots for sale: Cemetery 
plots for sale at Highland Memo-
ry Gardens in the Garden of the 
Last Supper. Sold for  $2,895 
each, will sell for $800 each. Call 
210-416-7986.

For Sale: Graveyard plots at 
Highland Memory Gardens in 
Dublin. Two, side-by-side at Lot 
24, Block “D” unit 1 and 2 in 
the Masonic Garden. They sell 
for $2,695.00 each, will sell for 
$2,000 each. Call 540-674-9311.

Classi昀椀eds Work!
Email your ad to:

ads@pcpatriot.com
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LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

PRESENTER: GUEST SPEAKERS:

Call 540-818-9187 As Seating Is Limited & Reservations Are Required
LOCATION: CENTURY 21 VALLEY REAL ESTATE

4634 CLEBURNE BLVD., DUBLIN
Refreshments Will Be Served

TUESDAY
MAY 23, 2023
6:30 to 8 P.M.

In This Workshop You Will Learn:
• How To Find...

• How To Finance...

• How To Do Home Inspection...

To Find YOUR Perfect Home!

FOR SALE:  
MISCELLANEOUS

For Sale: Shark Rocket De-
luxe vacuum cleaner, metal bed 
frames and area rugs. Call 540-
230-5386. 

For Sale: 18-inch girls Sparkler 
bike; 20-inch Hyper  Swift MTB 
Mountain Bike; trampoline with 
net  enclosure; Gray waterfall 
fountain. Located in the Hiwas-
see area. Call 704-774-2450.

For Sale: Harley Davidson hel-
met (new), metal bed frames, 
microwaves, pet cages. Call 540-
230-5386.

For Sale: I have for sale a full 
size sofa bed with Serta mattress. 
It is light gray in color with 2 
throw pillows.This was gently 
used when grandkids were here 
on rare occasions. Please call 
540-250-3639 for appointment to 
see. Asking $400.

For Sale: I have a gently used 
Ease adjustable bed with both 
side remotes. This comes with 
two twin LX Serta mattresses 
with protection covers. I have 
a king black upholstery head 
board. This bed was only about 
6 months or less. I paid around 
$3400.00 for all. Will sell for 
$2000.00. Please call 540-250-
3639 for an appointment to see.

Pear shaped diamond ring, 14K 
yellow gold, size 7, price reduced 
to $475. Includes information 
card with details about the ring. 
Call 540-980-5361.

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
Commonwealth of Virginia 
VA. CODE §§ 1-211.1; 8.01-316, -317, 20-104
Case No. CL23000199-00
Pulaski County Circuit Cour t
45 Third Street, NW, Ste. 101, Pulaski, VA 24301

TINA WADE V. EDWARD KEITH WADE

The object of this suit is: OBTAIN A DIVORCE

It is ORDERED that EDWARD KEITH WADE appear at the 
above-named court and protect his/her interests on or before JULY 
13, 2023.

MAY 1, 2023                                                 Maetta Crewe, Clerk

Proper ty: 209 South Washington Ave., Pulaski, Virginia 24301

Tax Parcel: 072-022-0137-0003

Dear Proper ty Owner(s):

Notice is being issued pursuant to Town of Pulaski Code Sec. 
38-161-Dangerous Structures. That an unsafe, derelict, and 
dilapidated structure exists on the aforementioned property, which 
constitutes a public health hazard and a safety hazard, a nuisance 
to the community,
and blight. The Property Owner is hereby noti昀椀ed and required 
to commence repair immediately or complete demolition of the 
building by June 1, 2023. If no action is taken, The Town of Pulaski
will demolish the structure. The cost of the demolition and other 
valid administrative costs pursuant to
Town of Pulaski Ordinances (See Chapter 38 Environment) will 
be billed the owners. The failure to pay the costs will result in 
placement of a lien on the Property for the billed amount.
The Property Owner has the right to appeal this matter in writing 
on or before May 31.
If so appealed, the matter will be heard by Town Council at the 
Town Council meeting on Tuesday, June 6th, 2023.
A copy of the full text of the notice is available at the Code 
Enforcement O昀케ce at the Town of Pulaski.

Appeals: In addition to 昀椀rst class mail, a notice must be emailed 
and faxed to the Following prior to 5:00 pm EST, Wednesday May 
31, 2023:
Car la E. Hodge, Town of Pulaski
Property Maintenance O昀케cial/Code Enforcement 
Fax: 540-994-8699
Email: chodge@pulaskitown.org

For further information contact Carla Hodge, 540-994-8631

Public Notice
of 

Unsafe Building

3161 Greenbr ier  Road
Draper, Va.

OPEN 
HOUSE

Sunday

 May 21, 2023

3:00-5:00 PM

Jean Keith
Associate Broker

540-616-9078
Licensed in Va.

FAIR HOUSING NOTICE:
We are pledged to the letter and spirit of Virginia’s policy for achiev-
ing equal housing opportunity throughout the Commonwealth.
We encourage and support advertising and marketing programs in 
which there are no barriers to obtaining housing because of race, col-
or, religion, national origin, sex, elderliness, familial status or hand-
icap.
For more information or to 昀椀le a housing complaint, call the Virginia 
Housing O昀케ce at (804) 367-8530; toll-free call (888) 551-3247.
For hearing-impaired, call (804) 367-9753. E-mail fairhousing@
dpor.virginia.gov.

STATEWIDE 
CLASSIFIEDS

AUCTIONS 

Real Estate Auction! 3,060 SF 
House on 10 Acres. Auction Closes 
May 11th @ 3:00 PM 5555 Trottin-
ridge Rd, Redoak, VA 23964. For 
more information call Dudley Re-
sources at (804) 709-1954

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Adver-
tise your upcoming auctions state-
wide and in other states. A昀昀ordable 
Print and Digital Solutions reach-
ing your target audiences. Call this 
paper or Landon Clark at Virgin-
ia Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Now O昀昀ering Financing!  Ronnie 
Jenkins II Windows, Siding, Roof-
ing and Gutters!  FREE Estimates! 
Call 804-739-8207 for More De-
tails! American Made Products!

Eliminate gutter cleaning forev-
er! LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter es-
timate today. 15% o昀昀 Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-877-614-6667

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during utility 
power outages, so your home and 
family stay safe and comfortable. 
Prepare now. Free 7-year extended 
warranty ($695 value!). Request a 

free quote today! Call for additional 
terms and conditions. 1-877-636-
0738

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and 
power your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down Fi-
nancing Option. Request a FREE, 
no obligation, quote today. Call 
1-833-688-1378

Replace your roof with the best 
looking and longest lasting material 
steel from Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors available. 
Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Lim-
ited Time O昀昀er - $500 Discount + 
Additional 10% o昀昀 install (for mili-
tary, health workers & 1st respond-
ers.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-844-
902-4611

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-the-line in-
stallation and service. Now featur-
ing our FREE shower package and 
$1600 O昀昀 for a limited time! Call 
today! Financing available. Call 
Safe Step 1-877-591-9950

The bathroom of your dreams for 
as little as $149/month! BCI Bath 
& Shower. Many options available. 
Quality materials & profession-
al installation. Senior & Military 
Discounts Available. Limited Time 
O昀昀er - FREE virtual in-home con-
sultation now and SAVE 15%! Call 
Today! 1-844-945-1631

SERVICES

D I V O R C E - U n c o n t e s t -
ed, $475+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$295.00. No court appear-
ance. Estimated completion time 
twenty-one days. Hilton Oliver, At-
torney (Facebook). 757-490-0126. 
Se Habla Espanol. BBB Member. 
https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.com. 

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 888-608-4974

FREE high speed internet for those 
that qualify. Government program 
for recipients of select programs 
incl. Medicaid, SNAP, Housing 
Assistance, WIC, Veterans Pension, 

Survivor Bene昀椀ts, Lifeline, Tribal. 
15 GB internet service. Bonus o昀昀er: 
Android tablet FREE with one-time 
$20 copay. Free shipping & han-
dling. Call Maxsip Telecom today! 
1-855-970-1995

Caring for an aging loved one? 

The Town Council and Planning Commission will hold a joint 
public hearing on Friday, May 19, 2023 at 5:00 PM in Council 
Chambers at 42 First St. NW to discuss rezoning 400 Washington 
Ave [072-51-34-2], 340 Washington Ave. [072-51-33-2], 338 
Washington Ave. [072-51-33-6], 336 Washington Ave.  [072-51-
33-8], 334 Washington Ave. [072-51-33-10], and Lot 12, Block 33 
Washington Ave. [072-51-33-12] from I-2, Industrial District to 
B-2, General Business District. 

All persons desiring to speak should appear at the stated time and 
place or submit comments in writing to the Town Manager or Clerk 
of Council, by Friday, May 19th.  

For disabled individuals who may require special auxiliary aids or 
services, reasonable accommodations will be made by the Town 
upon request. Please contact the Clerk of Council (540) 994-8602 
prior to the above meeting date to arrange these accommodations. 
For individuals with visual or hearing impairment, contact Virginia 
Relay at 711 for assistance in reaching the town. 

Joint
Public Hear ing

Town Council, 
Planning Commission

Wondering about options like se-
nior-living communities and in-
home care? Caring.com’s Family 
Advisors are here to help take the 
guesswork out of senior care for 
you and your family. Call for your 
FREE, no-obligation consultation: 
1-844-494-0682
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Cougars going the distance. She 
allowed 10 hits and 6 runs, but 
only one was earned as PCHS 
committed eight errors on the 
day.

Pulaski County (9-9) is sched-
uled to take on Salem on the road 
Friday (5/12) in the 昀椀nal regular 
season game for coach Je昀昀 Link-
ous’ team.

Continued from Page B1

Softball

Cougars hang on to beat Cave
By RODNEY YOUNG
The Patriot

 Sometimes things seem to be 
easy and sometimes they’re not.  
Such was the game between the 
Pulaski County and Cave Spring 
baseball teams.

   Up 9-4 going into the sev-
enth inning, the Cougars had to 
hold on to win 9-8.  Cave Spring 
scored four times and had the 
bases loaded with two outs. 
Owen Tozier came up and hit a 
hard ground ball to the Cougars’ 
shortstop and he threw out Tozier 
at 昀椀rst to end the game. 

 The Cougars (9-9), battling to 
make the Class 4 Region D play-
o昀昀s had picked up a huge win 
behind sophomore pitcher John-
ny Anderson. Anderson went six 
innings, scattered seven hits and 
allowed four runs of which three 
were earned.  He struck out 昀椀ve 
and walked three. He also had a 
run and scored a run.  

Nick Golden and Blaine Reedy 

NASCAR at 
Darlington for 
Throwback
Weekend
From NASCAR

The NASCAR Cup Series is 
on a blast to the past this week-
end at Darlington Raceway, as 
NASCAR legends of today and 
yesteryear come together to cel-
ebrate Throwback Weekend and 
the series competes in the 13th 
race of the 2023 season, the 
Goodyear 400 on Sunday, May 
14 at 3 p.m. ET on FS1, MRN 
and SiriusXM NASCAR Radio.

 Many of the drivers will be 
paying tribute to the past this 
weekend with special paint 
schemes on their cars. For a full 
detailed list of the paint schemes 
and cars participating, plus the 
opportunity to vote on your fa-
vorite paint scheme, select this 
link and visit NASCAR.com’s 
2023 Throwback Weekend Gal-
lery.

 In addition, to cars on-track 
having a distinctive look with 
their paint schemes this week-
end, the FOX Sports booth will 
have some special guests join 
Mike Joy and Clint Bowyer to 
call portions of the Goodyear 
400. NASCAR Hall of Famer 
‘The King’ Richard Petty and 
his son former driver Kyle Pet-
ty will be 昀椀rst up bringing their 
vast knowledge of the series. 
The Pettys will be in the booth 
during Stage 1 of the race, fol-
lowed by retired driver Carl Ed-
wards, who was recently named 
to NASCAR’s 75 Greatest Driv-
ers list, during the second stage 
and NASCAR Hall of Famer 
‘Awesome Bill from Dawson-
ville’, Bill Elliott, will close out 
the race in the 昀椀nal stage.

 All three of the four special 
guests in the FOX Sports booth 
this weekend have won at Dar-
lington Raceway in the NA-
SCAR Cup Series, led by Bill 
Elliott with 昀椀ve victories (1985 
sweep, 1988, 1992, 1994), then 
Richard Petty with three (1966, 
1967 sweep) and Carl Edwards 
has one (2015).

 
Historic Darlington Raceway 
a perfect stage for Throwback 

Weekend

The industry and fans alike 
all agree Darlington Raceway is 
the perfect stage for Throwback 
Weekend.

 The historic 1.366-mile egg-
shaped paved oval, known as 
Darlington Raceway, has hosted 
123 NASCAR Cup Series races 
dating back to 1950. The race-
way was originally built as a 
1.25-mile paved superspeedway 
in 1949-1950 and hosted the 
昀椀rst 500-mile race in NASCAR 
history, and the 昀椀rst on asphalt 
on September 4, 1950. A total 
of 75 cars competed in the in-
augural event and Curtis Turner 
won the pole at 82.034 mph. The 
race was won by Johnny Man-
tz (Plymouth, 75.250 mph), and 
took 6 hours, 38 minutes, and 40 
seconds to complete.

 Since then, Darlington Race-
way has undergone some chang-
es through the years. In 1953, the 
track was re-measured to 1.375 
miles. Then in 1970, the track 
was re-con昀椀gured to 1.366 miles 
following the spring race of that 
season. The track was repaved 
in 1995 and then again prior to 
the 2008 season. Over the years 
the historic facility has become 
known amongst its competitors 
as ‘the track too tough to tame.’ 

In total, the 123 NASCAR 
Cup Series races have produced 
52 di昀昀erent pole winners and 52 
di昀昀erent race winners. Six of the 
52 NASCAR Cup Series Busch 
Light pole winners at Darlington 
Raceway are active this week-
end.

both had two hits, and three RBI. 
Ethan Tickle and Noah Long both 
had two apiece as both scored two 
runs.

 Cave Spring was lead o昀昀en-
sively by Jack Urgo and Kent 
Ray. Both Knight players had two 
RBI. Sam Ska昀昀 had two singles 
and a double.  

Cameron Main took the loss as 
he tossed three innings, giving up 
four runs on six hits as he struck 
out four Cougar batters.

 Pulaski County 昀椀nished with 
11 hits with seven of their nine 
batters getting at least one hit. An-
derson picked up the mound win. 
Golden tossed the last inning as 
he walked two, surrendered three 
hits and four runs.

 “We got some big hits today,” 
said Cougar head coach Greg Al-
len.  “We have lacked that in some 
games this season. I thought John-
ny (Anderson) pitched really well 
and this was a big win for us. We 
are battling for a regional playo昀昀 
berth.”

 The Cougars had gotten the 
lead in the second inning by cross-
ing home plate three times to go 
up 4-3. With the game tied at four, 
the Cougars scored four runs in 
the 昀椀fth and one in the sixth to go 
ahead 9-4.

   The Cougars are in the play-
o昀昀s if they win both of their last 
two games. If they split it’s going 
to be really close, and if they lose 
both they probably won’t make 

the playo昀昀s.

CS - 0 3 0   1 0 0   4 - 8
PC - 1 3 0   0 4 1   X - 9

 CS - 8 runs - 10 hits - 1 error- 6 
LOB

PC - 9 runs - 11 hits - 2 errors 
- 10 LOB

 CS - LP - Main
PC - WP - Anderson

Blacksburg defeats PCHS in tennis
Results: Blacksburg defeated 
Pulaski County 9-0 at home on 
May 5
Singles:
1. Aaron Bennett 0-6 0-6
2. Mark Graham 0-6 0-6
3. Eli Duke 0-6 0-6
4. Ashton Paul 2-6 2-6
5. Ethan Worley 1-6 1-6
6. Jackson RahLan 0-6 0-6
Doubles:
1. Aaron/Eli 2-8
2. Mark/Ashton 1-8

3. Ethan/Austin 0-8
Coach Chad Graham’s Comments

For Senior Night at Blacksburg, 
we gave them the gift of not play-
ing #1 Camden Hite (who was 
recovering from dental surgery). 
Kudos to #4

Ashton Paul and #5 Ethan Wor-
ley in stealing some games while 
playing a higher seed than usual 
against a great team. We are also 
encouraged that junior #8 Austin 
Sink made his PCHS debut.
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Boucher donates collection of papers to Tech libraries
From Virginia Tech

Close to four decades of records 
documenting political history and 
progress in Southwest Virginia 
now reside in the University Li-
braries’ Special Collections and 
University Archives at Virginia 
Tech. The collection features 76 
boxes including 6,111 folders and 
72 awards spanning Rick Bouch-
er’s political career.

Boucher was a member of the 
Virginia Senate for seven years be-
fore being elected U.S. representa-
tive for Virginia’s 9th Congressio-
nal District in 1982, a position he 
held until 2011. With 28 years of 
service, he is the longest-serving 
representative in the history of the 
9th District. 

He gifted his collection to the 
University Libraries at Virginia 
Tech to make it available to all 
who wish to learn from it. Special 
Collections and University Ar-
chives Project Archivist Bess Pitt-
man arranged and described items 
in the collection to create a detailed 
昀椀nding aid and other access tools 
for researchers.

“The collection re昀氀ects Rick 
Boucher’s professional work, in-
cluding correspondence, numer-
ous handwritten presentations he 
delivered in committees and on the 
House 昀氀oor, hundreds of photos, 
awards, memos from his o昀케ce, 
newsletters, brochures, pamphlets, 
campaign materials – basically 
everything that came in during his 
work as a congressman and state 
legislator,” said Pittman.  

Throughout his political career, 
Boucher worked with many uni-
versities and colleges. But when it 
came time to gift his materials, he 
chose Virginia Tech. 

“I had a long association with 
Virginia Tech, working actively 
with four Virginia Tech presidents. 
It was the largest institution of 
higher learning in my district and 
its largest employer, and I wanted 
my papers to go there given how 
respected the institution is. The 
university’s acclaimed technical 
expertise appealed to me because 
a lot of this collection now has the 
capability of being made digitally 
accessible by anyone who has in-
ternet access,” Boucher said. 

At this point, a small digital ex-
hibit provides online researchers 
a sampling of just over 200 items 
from the collection. Archivists are 
now working to add more digi-
tal content from the collection to 
the site. Pittman was responsible 
for organizing all of the materi-
als into one cohesive collection, 
a process that took nearly a year. 
She believes the expansive collec-
tion contains information that will 
prove invaluable for historians, 
students, and researchers. 

“It o昀昀ers some really amazing 
insights into the work that goes 
into governing a region. The pri-
mary focus is the 9th District, but 
you can see the ripples into the 
broader work that Boucher was in-
volved in,” she said. 

Speci昀椀cally, Pittman noted how 
instrumental Boucher was in the 
commercialization of the internet. 
He was the lead author of the 1992 
legislation that, when signed by 
President George H.W. Bush, for 
the 昀椀rst time allowed commercial 
content on the internet, enabling 
money to be made online and 

ushering in the world of electronic 
commerce and revolutionizing the 
global economy. After Boucher’s 
legislation was signed into law, 
electronic commerce was born in 
the United States and then spread to 
the rest of the world. Given its cen-
trality to today’s economy, we can 
hardly imagine a time when it did 
not exist.

“The internet really has had such 
a profound impact on global soci-
ety,” Pittman said. “It would have 
been impossible to know at the time 
exactly how world-changing this 
technology would be, and yet, he 
decided the time for a new digital 
era had arrived.  His impact in mak-
ing electronic commerce a reality 
cannot be overstated.”

Among the papers are materials 
re昀氀ecting Boucher’s deep involve-
ment in the major legislation shap-
ing telecommunications policy over 
a quarter of a century, including the 
Communications Act of 1996 of 
which he was a sponsor. The col-
lection also re昀氀ects Boucher’s work 
as the lead author of the legislation 
creating Virginia’s 昀椀rst national for-
est wilderness areas and his papers 
and handwritten presentations from 
President Bill Clinton’s impeach-
ment, during which he was select-
ed by House Democratic Leader 
Dick Gephardt to take the lead in 
the Judiciary Committee and on the 
House 昀氀oor as a primary sponsor of 
the Democratic censure motion as 
an alternative to impeachment. 

Boucher’s work as a subcommit-
tee chair fashioning comprehensive 
legislation to control greenhouse 
emissions as a response to the chal-
lenge of climate change also is re-
昀氀ected in numerous handwritten 
presentations he made as the legis-
lation advanced.

In the collection are extensive 
昀椀les from the time that as a state 
senator he carried to passage com-
prehensive legislation reforming the 
state’s criminal sexual assault laws 
and the state’s drug laws.

A lot of hard work goes into ar-
chiving a collection of this size, but 
for Pittman, it’s all worth it. 

“An archive exists as a way 
to transmit the voices of the past 
through history and into the future. 
Without repositories like this, we 
lose so much of our cultural context. 
We lose so many of those voices. 
By preserving them, we allow peo-
ple to gain the wisdom of the past, 
and we can do research about the 
people and places that made us who 
we are.”

Boucher hopes that this collection 
can in昀氀uence others to be involved 
in public service and advance ideas 
that promote positive change. 

“Public service was very import-
ant to my family,” Boucher said. “I 
learned at an early age from my bi-
partisan parents that it’s one of the 
best ways for a person to make a 
meaningful contribution to society. 
I hope that people accessing this 
collection get a sense of what active 
involvement on behalf of a region 
and a country can be, and what can 
be achieved if a person applies time 
and attention in the public sphere 
for the bene昀椀t of others.”

Researchers interested in Bouch-
er’s collection should explore the 
detailed 昀椀nding aid to help target 
material of interest. Because of 
the large volume, the collection is 
housed at an o昀昀site facility which 
requires notice for retrieval.

Photo by Chase Parker for Virginia Tech
The collection includes papers, photographs, and artifacts spanning former Congressman Rick 
Boucher’s political career. 
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Pulaski
Star Barber Shop
Foothills Chiropractic
New River Medical Group
Fast Shop I
Tom’s
Al’s on First
Grand Pa -Grand Ma
Fine Arts Center
Martin’s Pharmacy
Pulaski County Library
Glenn Insurance
Pulaski Family Dentistry
New River Valley Medicine
Rusty’s Custom Lumber
OK Barber Shop
Laundry Mat
Kim’s Family Hair Care
Sanimode Barber Shop
Emmanuel Christian Bookstore
Speedway
Hardees
Tractor Supply
Tha Dawg House
Compadres
Food Lion

Pulaski Village
Walgreens
LewisGale Hospital Pulaski
Pulaski Health & Rehab
YMCA
Fast Shop II
Hayden Electric & Plumbling
Poor Boys
1st Pawn
Food City
Laundry Mat
Webb Donald State Farm
Towne House
Ike’s Auto Sales
Downtown Exxon
Shop Eez (Lighthouse)
The Wedding Center
Cougar Express
Family Market and Corner Deli
SWVa Antiques, Collectibles
Patriot O昀케ce

Dublin
Bradley Ridge Apartments
Newbern Exxon
PC Visitor’s Center

Makin’ Waves
NAPA
Walgreens
Martin’s Pharmacy
Country Styles
Laundry Mat
T.A. Produce
NRV Lube
Kangaroo
Sleep Inn
McGuire’s Campground
Papa John/7-11
Subway (Walmart)
El Ranchero
T.J.’s
Shop Eez (Rt. 100)
Patty’s Kitchen
Dublin Storage
Gobble Stop
Highland Ridge
Bucko’s
NRCC
Dublin Station

Draper
Draper Post O昀케ce

Bryson’s Store

Fairlawn
Ramey’s Gun Shop
Kroger
Foodette
Bucko’s
Laundry Mat
Sal’s Jr.

Radford
Radford Drug
Sal’s
Cook’s Clean Center
Tha Dawg House
P.R. Sturgill
Rec Center
Food Lion
Brad’s Barber Shop
Elliott Military Surplus

Barren Springs
Gobble Stop
Sai Mart

The Patriot
Is Available 
FREE
Each Friday 
At These
Locations In 
Pulaski, Dublin, 
Fairlawn, 
Radford, 
Draper and
Barren Springs:

Locally Owned & Operated Since 2009

Together We Rise: Pulaski ladder sculpture opens
By WILLIAM PAINE
The Patriot

A ribbon cutting ceremony, 
hosted by the Pulaski County 
Chamber of Commerce, formal-
ly marked the completion of the 
Together We Rise: Pulaski ladder 
sculpture in Pulaski’s Jackson 
Park.

The Fine Arts Center for the 
New River Valley invited artist 
Charlie Brouwer to construct the 
ladder sculpture and he, in turn, 
enlisted the help of fellow artist 
Barry Keller to help him com-
plete the task.

Members of the Greater Pu-
laski Junior Appalachian Musi-
cians (GRAPeJAM) began the 
occasion on a musical note, as 
students and instructors played 
traditional Appalachian tunes be-
fore the ribbon was cut.

Bill Cunningham, President 
of the Pulaski County Chamber 
of Commerce, acted as Master 
of Ceremonies for the event. 
Cunningham jokingly informed 
the crowd that Town Manager 
Darlene Burcham had issued a 
building permit for the ladder 
sculpture and so it was ‘entirely 
up to code.’ This, along with a 
remark about how County Super-
visor Laura Walters had ordered 
perfect weather conditions for 
the ceremony, elicited chuckles 
from the crowd on this decidedly 
upbeat occasion.

Other notable individuals who 
were present include Pulaski 
Mayor Shannon Collins, town 
council member Jeremy Clark, 
Pulaski County Supervisor Je昀昀 
Reeves, Dublin town council 
member Debbie Lyons and Pu-
laski County School Board mem-
ber Paige Cash.

The Fine Art Center for the 
N.R.V. Executive Director Becky 
Lattuca thanked the Town of Pu-
laski for ‘allowing us to use the 
park because it wouldn’t 昀椀t in-
side the Fine Art Center.’ Lattu-
ca then made a point of thanking 
AARP Blacksburg and Thrivent 
Financial for their 昀椀nancial back-
ing for the project.

Pulaski Mayor Shannon Col-
lins had this to say.

“When we’re working togeth-
er … when we’re all together, we 

Photo by David Pynn
Fine Art Center board members and community leaders mark the completion of the Together We 
Rise: Pulaski ladder sculpture with a ribbon cutting ceremony. From left: Nikki Pynn, John Ross, 
Scotia Marshall, William Paine, Terrie Sternberg, Adam Hall, Je昀昀 Reeves, Becky Lattuca, Charlie 
Brouwer, Molly Keller, Bill Cunningham and Shannon Collins.

Photo by Adam Hall
GRAPeJAM students and instructors entertained the crowd before and after the ribbon was cut for 
Pulaski’s latest ladder sculpture.

make something better. One lad-
der will fall over but you put us all 
together and we can do miracles. 
We can make so much more out 
of this community and I love this 
community and I love you all for 

coming out. This is family, we’re 
all family. We’ve just got to work 
together and just keep pushing. 
People don’t like certain things. 
That’s okay. They may not but 
we’re gonna keep going. We’re 

gonna keep pushing and we’re 
gonna keep making it better.”

Collins then added this note. 
“I hope that no one has any-

thing very high in their house 
right now because there’s no lad-

ders in any houses around here. 
I bought two new ones just in 
case but thank you all for lending 
your ladders and thank you for 
being here today. And thank you, 
Charlie. Without your vision. We 
wouldn’t have this.”

Next, County Supervisor and 
member of the F.A.C. board, Je昀昀 
Reeves took his turn at the mi-
crophone.

“What this symbolizes to me 
is when we come together, we 
can be stronger, more resilient, 
and reach higher places …What 
I would like to do today is chal-
lenge everybody here, that when 
you see this, that each of us 
would think about what we can 
do as individuals to make our 
community stronger and better. 
Whether it’s volunteering with 
Daily Bread or Go Pulaski or 
Friends of Peak Creek or your lo-
cal church or becoming a volun-
teer 昀椀re 昀椀ghter … whatever it is. 
Let this help remind us, what we 
can and should be doing.”

“I saw a sign today that said, 
‘Bloom where you’re planted,’” 
Reeves continued. “Well, we’re 
planted in Pulaski County, so 
let’s bloom here and make this a 
much prettier and happier place 
to live.”

Charlie Brouwer, who 昀椀rst 
conceived the ladder sculpture 
idea more than a decade ago, had 
his say.

“A long time ago, when I was 
a little kid, we borrowed a ladder 
from someone down the street to 
do something. Now that I’m an 
adult, I think back on that and it 
occurs to me that, people trusted 
each other when they were do-
ing that. That’s what trust means 
because somebody allows you 
to take something because you 
know they’re going to bring it 
back. Then I started wondering if 
you could expand that to a whole 
community.”

“After doing this for many 
years, I found that this idea of 
trust is there with every commu-
nity. We want to trust each other 
and if we give each other oppor-
tunities to do that, something like 
this can happen. Without that it 
won’t happen.”

Together We Rise: Pulaski is 

See LADDERS, page B7
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Is the Threat of 
De-Dollarization Real?

Dear Dave,
I’m hearing more and more 

about “de-dollarization” and how 
several countries are moving away 
from the U.S. dollar as their basis 
of international trade. Will this af-
fect the strength of the dollar, and 
should I be concerned about how 
I’m saving and investing because 
of this?  

Zack
Dear Zack,
First and foremost, I care 

enough about you to say you may 
be spending way too much time on 
the internet, buddy. You’re drifting 
into the realm of conspiracy theo-
ries here, so let’s slow down and 
take a look at some facts.

China, Brazil and Russia are the 
three main players in all this. They 
already don’t use the U.S. dollar as 
their basis of international trade—
all three have their own currency, 
and there’s a conversion rate be-
tween all those currencies and the 
U.S. dollar. Those three countries, 
along with some of the oil-produc-
ing countries from the Middle East 
they’re trying to get on board with 
the idea, are talking about devel-
oping one currency they all use. 
In international trade, that curren-
cy would be converted back and 
forth to dollars—much like what 
Europe did with the euro. Which, 
by the way, really hasn’t worked 
out so well.

Are those countries going to be 
able to devalue the dollar by doing 
that? No. Why? Because while 
those countries take up a lot of land 
mass, they don’t take up a lot of the 
gross domestic product (GDP) of 
the world. The United States still 
represents the vast majority of the 
world’s GDP. Sure, China’s big 
in that regard. But Russia doesn’t 
bring much to the table, and Bra-
zil is barely scraping by in a failed 
economy. Plus, they’re tiny as far 
as economics are concerned. I 
mean, Texas probably has a larger 
GDP than Brazil. 

In other words, they just don’t 
have the muscle to take down the 
dollar mathematically speaking. 
Now, if they do manage to put this 
idea together, it still won’t end in 
“de-dollarization.” The dollar will 
not be done away with. Even if 
they create their own currency, 
they’re still going to have to trade 
with the 800-pound gorilla, which 
is America. And they’re going to 
have to trade with us in dollars. 

Am I worried about this, Zack? 

Not one bit. And you shouldn’t be 
either. 

— Dave
  * Dave Ramsey is an eight-time 

national bestselling author, person-
al 昀椀nance expert and host of “The 
Ramsey Show.” He has appeared 
on “Good Morning America,” 
“CBS This Morning,” “Today,” 
Fox News, CNN, Fox Business and 
many more. Since 1992, Dave has 
helped people take control of their 
money, build wealth, and enhance 
their lives. He also serves as CEO 
of Ramsey Solutions.

Brouwer’s 15th  ladder project to 
date. He built what he believed 
would be his 昀椀nal ladder sculp-
ture 6 years ago. Brouwer de-
cided that Issues with his health, 
particularly involving his eye-
sight, would prevent him from 
taking on any more projects but 
he eventually changed his mind.

“Becky Lattuca had asked me 
if I could do a project like that 
in Pulaski and I said no, I can’t,” 
Brouwer explained. “I can only 
teach a group of people and if 
they’ve got the hutzpah, they 
could do it.  I found that Pulas-
ki was the perfect place to do 
it. What I really got out of this 
project is that sense that this idea 
could be passed on and other peo-
ple could take it and do it them-
selves. So, to see that happen, as 
an artist and as an old man, was 
really a great gift.”

With that, Brouwer attached 
the last ladder to the structure. 
This was the ladder that Barry 
Keller used to fasten the 200 plus 
ladders that make up the Togeth-
er We Rise: Pulaski sculpture. 
Keller, who ‘did all the serious 
climbing for the sculpture’ was 
not in attendance for Saturday’s 

Continued from Page B6

Ladders

event. 
 With that, Pulaski County 

Chamber of Commerce Executive 
Director Shannon Ainsley brought 
out her oversized scissors to cut 
the inaugural ribbon for Together 
We Rise: Pulaski.

The 100 or so people gathered 
for the ceremony let out a small 
cheer as Brouwer cut the red rib-
bon marking the entrance to the 
sculpture, which allows individ-
uals to walk through this unique 
work of art.

The Greater Pulaski Junior Ap-
palachian Musicians concluded 
the event by playing a special ver-
sion of John Denver’s ‘Country 
Roads,’ wherein the lyrics ‘West 
Virginia’ were replaced with ‘Pu-
laski Virginia.’ 

The Together We Rise: Pulas-
ki ladder sculpture will remain 
standing in Jackson Park for the 
entire month of May and will be 
disassembled on Friday, June 2. 
Those who loaned ladders for the 
project may pick them up later 
that afternoon or from the Fine 
Arts Center for the NRV at 21 
West Main Street, during business 
hours the following week. 

Food Dehydration Methods
By Andrea Haubner
Va. Cooperative Extension

Dehydrating, or drying, foods 
is one of the oldest methods of 
food preservation. Jerky, fruit 
leather, or dried fruit make tasty, 
convenient snacks. Those that 
camp, hike, or backpack use 
dried vegetables to add to meals 
like soup. They are also very 
lightweight which makes them 
easy to carry with you. Bacte-

ria, mold, and yeast need water 
to grow so the dehydrating pro-
cess takes the moisture out of the 
food which prevents spoilage of 
the food over time. Overall, three 
things are needed to successfully 
dry foods at home: heat, dry air, 
Foods can be dehydrated using 
the following methods – 

1. Electric, or food dehydrators 
produce the best quality dried 
foods in comparison with the 
other methods. They take less 

time and are more energy e昀케cient 
than other methods. They contain 
a heat source, ventilation system, 
and trays. 

2. Oven drying is cost-e昀케cient 
in the beginning, but overtime is 
expensive due to the energy re-
quired to dehydrate food. It also 
typically takes 2-3 hours longer 
than an electric dehydrator. If you 
do use your oven to dehydrate 
food, be sure to keep your oven 
door propped open at least 4 inch-
es and place a fan outside the oven 
door to help circulate air.

3. Microwave drying is great for 
small amounts of herbs or vegeta-
bles, but is not for most other foods 
because it tastes overcooked.

4. Sun drying requires very spe-
ci昀椀c environmental conditions to 
be safe and successful. The tem-

perature outside needs to be 85 
degrees Fahrenheit or higher, hu-
midity less than 20%, and insect 
control. This method is only rec-
ommended for fruit.  Food dried 
in the sun takes about 3-4 days 
to dry. Additionally, foods dried 
in an environment with a relative 
humidity higher than 20% tend 
to mold. This method is typical-
ly only practiced in southwestern 
states.

For additional information re-
garding dehydrating foods, you 
can use the following sources – 

• Your local Extension o昀케ce or 
any other state’s Extension Ser-
vice.

• The National Center for Home 
Food Preservation books or web-
site.

• Any source from the USDA.

Radford 
Photo Club 
winners 
named

Lucy Gilmore of Radford won 
the theme, Gra昀케ti, at the Radford 
Photo Club April meeting with 
a photo she took in a Blacksburg 
alley advising us to “Love each 
other.”  

Joyce Sims of Radford won the 
open theme category with a pho-
to of a Pileated Woodpecker she 
spotted in Riverview Park in west 
Radford

The Radford Photo Club is 
made up of professional and ama-
teur photographers from through-
out the New River Valley. Meet-
ings, events, and outings are open 
to the public. The next meeting is 
Thursday, May 18, at 6 p.m. at the 
Radford Public Library. Gene Dal-
ton, photo journalist retired from 
the Roanoke Times. 

The agenda will also include 
discussion of upcoming shows 
and other future events. The photo 
challenge for May is Cars. 

If you have questions, email 
Lucy Gilmore at lucyg.gilmore@
gmail.com or mborgarelli@gmail.
com
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Draper Valley Baptist Church
3200 Lee Highway
Draper, Va. 24324

Pastor: Alan Pearce
Service Times:

Bible Study Sunday, 10 a.m.
Sunday Worship, 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening, 5 p.m.

email: drapervalleybc@gmail.com
www.drapervalleybaptist.org

Grace Baptist Church
552 E. Main Street
Dublin, Va. 24084

Pastor: Doug Testerman
674-1762

Primary Services:
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Sunday worship

Sunday  Night Power Hour, 6 to 7 p.m.
Wednesday Night 7 to 8 p.m.

Grace Kids and Teens Bible Study

Open Door Baptist Church
4576 Miller Lane

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor: Rev. N.K. Howlett
Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.

Worship, 11 a.m.
Wednesday Night, 7 p.m.

Phone: 980-2046

Draper United Methodist Church
3080 Greenbriar Road

Draper, VA 24324
Pastor: Rev. Jason Crandall

423-716-2570
Primary Service Times:
Sunday School, 10 a.m.

Worship, 11 a.m.
Phone: 276-477-3835

Christ Episcopal Church
144 North Washington Ave., Pulaski

P.O. Box 975
Service: 10 a.m. every Sunday

Phone: 980-2413
Email: christ24301@gmail.com

Jordan Chapel Methodist
Pastor: Ginny Tompkins

Worship: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

Cecil's Chapel United Methodist Church
5801 Cecil's Chapel Road, 

Hiwassee, VA  24347
Pastor Jason Crandall

Worship Service starts a 9 a.m. 
Sunday School is 10 a.m. 

www.facebook.com/cecilschapel.umc

Valley Harvest Ministries
1 Harvest Place

Dublin, VA 24084
Senior Pastor Steve Willis 

Associate Pastors: Perry Slaughter, 
Walter Gueste, Derick Burton

Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
Hispanic Ministry Service- Sunday 6 p.m. 

Wednesday School 7 p.m. 
www.vhmdublin.org

540-674-4729

Dublin Baptist Church
Pastor Allen Mahan, II

100 Hawkins Street, Dublin, VA 24084
540-674-6061

secretary@dublinbaptistva.org
Website: dublinbaptistva.org

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11 a.m.

Sunday Adult Bible Study: 6 p.m.
Tuesday Women’s Bible Study: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study, 7 p.m.

Food Pantry: Wednesdays 10 a.m - 2 p.m.

Allisonia Pentecostal Holiness Church
1560 Julia Simpkins Road

Allisonia, VA 
Pastor Justin Phillips

Sunday Morning Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship: 6 p.m.

First United Methodist Church 
301 N. Je昀昀erson Ave. - Pulaski (physical) 
135 Fourth St., NW - Pulaski (mailing)

Pastor’s Name: Josh Kilbourne 
Sunday Service: 10:00 AM 

Hispanic Service: 3 p.m.
Contact Info. Phone: 540.980.3331

e-mail: o昀케ce@fumcpulask.org 
website: www.fumcpulask.org  

FACEBOOK@FirstUMCPulaski and 
WBLB 10:00 am

Belspring Baptist Church
6887 Depot Street

Belspring, VA 24058
Pastor Darrell Linkous

Service Times:
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study and 

Youth Group: 7 p.m.
Darrell Linkous: 353-0081

belspringbaptistchurch@gmail.com

Delton Church of God 
of Prophecy

4570 Boyd Road, Draper, VA 24324
Pastor Vickie Lee Viars

deltoncogop@gmail.com   (276) 620-3191
Sunday mornings - 11 AM to 12 PM

Sunday evenings-Facebook live services 
announced on Facebook 

Wednesday evenings- To be announced at 
later future time until COVID-19 ceases
Delton COGOP is following all COVID-19 

safety guidelines of social distancing, masks, 
cleaning, and disinfection.

Heritage Church
6195 Cleburne Boulevard, Dublin

Joe Ratcli昀昀, Associate Pastor
Service Times: 

Wednesdays, 7 p.m.; 
Sundays, 10 a.m.
(540) 674-9220

Website: www.heritagechurch.net
Facebook.com/

HeritageChurchDublinVA

First Missionary Baptist Church
7318 Manns Drive 

Fairlawn, Virginia 24141-8524
(540) 639-5331

email: fmbc1872@verizon.net
Pastor: Rev. Richard A. Goodman, Sr.

Associate Minister:
Rev. Annette Cheek

Clerk: Mrs. Carlotta Lewis
Sundays: 

Morning Worship  11:00 a.m.
The Lord's Supper - Each First Sunday

Wednesdays: Prayer Meeting &       
Bible Study  6:30 p.m.

Draper’s Valley Presbyterian (PCA)
2755 Old Baltimore Road, 

Draper, VA 24324
 Senior Pastor: Rev. Roland Mathews
Interim Pastor: Rev. David Gilleran

Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.

Sunday Evening Worship Service 6:15 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Groups and Adult Prayer 

& Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
Phone - 540-994-9015

e-mail - drapers.valley@dvpca.org
website - www.dvpca.org

Sunday Morning Worship Live-Stream • 
10:30 a.m. (or anytime on YouTube)

Trinity Lutheran 
Church ELCA

2 Fifth Street, N.W., Pulaski
540-980-3624

trinitypulaski @gmail.com
Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 

(Sept. - May)
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.

(June - Aug.)
Sunday Worship Live stream on Facebook 

Bible Study: Wednesday, Noon
www.trinitypulaski.org

Trinity United Methodist
Pastor: Judy Yonce

Sunday Worship - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Study - Wednesday, 7 p.m.

528 5th Street, S.E.
Pulaski, Va.

Phone - 980-0820

Grace Ministr ies
Church of God of Prophecy

1021 Macgill Street
Pulaski, VA 24301

Church: 540-980-2118
Cell: 276-233-8083

Bus Ministry: 540-230-2485
www.pulaskigracemin.com

Email: pulaskigracemin@hotmail.com
Pastor Mike Williams
Children's Ministry

Aaron  & Becky Sampson 
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.
Children’s Church 10:30 a.m.

Children’s Free Breakfast 10:30 a.m.
Ages 5-12

Men’s & Women’s Ministry Wed. 6:30

Faith Bible Church
110 LaGrange Street, Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor: Jim Linkous
Associate Pastor: T.J. Cox

540-980-5433
www.facebook/faithbiblechurch

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.

Sunday Children’s Church: 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening: 6 p.m.

Wednesday Evening Bible Study: 7 p.m.
Children’s Meal: 6:30 p.m.

Children’s and Youth’s Group 
Classes: 7 p.m.

2 Cor. 5:17 through 21. “There-
fore if any man be in Christ, He 
is a new creature; old things are 
passed away; behold, all things 
are become NEW. And all things 
are of God, Who hath reconciled 
us to Himself by Jesus Christ, 
and hath given to us the ministry 
of reconciliation. To wit, that 
God was in Christ, reconciling 
the world unto Himself, not 
imputing their trespasses unto 
them; and hath committed unto 
us the word of reconciliation. 
Now then we are Ambassadors 
for Christ, as though God did be-
seech you by us: we pray you in 
Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled 
to God. For He hath made Him 
to be sin for us, Who knew no 
sin; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God, in him. ”  

One of the great bene昀椀ts of sal-
vation is that God makes us into 
NEW Creatures in Christ Jesus. 
He changes our lives completely. 
In our sinful state we were acting 
like children of the devil.  After 
we were born again, we became 
the children of God. We were 
slaves to sin, but now after we’ve 
given our hearts to God, we have 
been set free from sin. Before we 
were full of pride and anger, but 
now we have been made meek 
and humble. Formerly we had 
our portion in this life only, but 
now after being saved, we have 
God as our Portion. 

Having God as our portion is 
having God as our passion. God 
is now our enjoyment. God is 
now our peace and our happi-
ness. Once we have God as our 
portion, we don’t need anything 
else. 

Only the power of God can 
change us and transform us from 
the vile creatures that we were 
before, into a New Creations in 
Christ Jesus. No power on the 
earth can do that. But the awe-
some power of God can made the 
transformation in a matter of sec-
onds. It happens when we invite 
Jesus into our hearts to stay. 

When we were born again, all 
things became NEW. 

God does a new thing in our 
lives. We can’t make ourselves 
into new creatures but God can. 
We can’t reconcile ourselves to 
God, but God can reconcile us 
unto Himself.  

He has given us the ministry of 
reconciliation. He had given us 
the gospel to use in the ministry 
of reconciliation, called here the 
Word of Reconciliation. It says 
that God was IN Jesus Christ, 
reconciling the world unto Him-
self. Through all the terrors and 
trepidations of the cross, God 
the Father was working in and 
through God the Son, reconciling 
the world to Himself.

Then it says, not imputing their 
trespasses unto them. This was 
not, as one man said, God giving 
a get out of hell free card. Man’s 
sins are not imputed to him be-
cause they were imputed to Jesus 
on the cross and paid in full. 

The justice for our sins was de-
manded, but Jesus satis昀椀ed that 
demand completely by taking 
our sins upon Himself and dying 
for them on the cross. What Jesus 
died to forgive, cannot and will 
not be again imputed to us. 

Another bene昀椀t of salvation 
is, we are sealed with the Holy 
Spirit when we are born again. 
Eph. 1: 11-14. “In Whom also we 
have obtained an inheritance, 
being predestinated according 
to the purpose of Him Who 
worketh all things after the 
counsel of His own will. That 
we should be to the praise of His 
glory, who 昀椀rst trusted in Christ. 
In whom ye also trusted, after 
that ye heard the word of truth, 
the gospel of your salvation; in 
whom also after that ye believed, 

Great 
Bene昀椀ts 
For Saved 
Individuals

See MCCRAW, page B9

Church Directory

Grace Episcopal Church
210 4th Street, Radford, 24141

639-3494
Rev. Deacon William Yagel 
Service: 10:30AM Sundays

Email: o昀케ce@graceradford.org
http://www.graceradford.org

Facebook: Grace Episcopal Church
Morning Prayer services at 8:00am and 

10:30am (live stream of service available)

Max Creek Baptist Church
3000 Old Route 100 Road, Draper, Va. 24324

www.maxcreek.org
www.facebook.com/maxcreekbaptist

Senior Pastor: Mike Coleman
Youth Minister: Charlie Prince

Sunday Services
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Morning Worship: 11 a.m.
Teen Social and Class: 5 p.m.

Evening Worship: 6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study & Classes:7 p.m.

Pulaski Church of God
1621 Bob White Boulevard

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor Donald Jones

540-980-8880
www.pulaskicog.church

Sunday Services
Sunday Life Groups: 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Wednesdays Midweek Connect: 7 p.m.

Randolph Avenue 
United Methodist Church

1607 Randolph Avenue
Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Elston McLain
Worship Service: 11 a.m.
Phone: (540) 980-8775

Pulaski Christian Church, Inc.
4531 Brookmont Road, Pulaski, VA 24301

www.pulaskichristianchurch.com/
Rev. Kathy Warden, Pastor,

(540) 250-2974
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m.
Worship 7 p.m.

Monday Bible Study
7 to 9 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study
7 p.m.

First Baptist Church
220 Magazine Street
Pulaski, VA  24301

540-980-3336
Email: 昀椀rstbaptist220@gmail.com

Pastor: Rev, Douglas Patterson
Sunday School  10 a.m.

Sunday Worship  11 a.m.
Monday’s Child Youth Group, Monday 

Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study  6:30 p.m.

Dora Highway Baptist Church
321 Dora Highway
Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor: Harry Gunter
Worship Service: 11 a.m.
Phone: (540) 320-0738

Dublin Christian Church
5605 Dunlap Road

P. O. Box 1330
Dublin, VA 24084

(540) 674-8434
www.dublinchristianchurch.com

Greg “Scooter” Breisch
Minister

Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Youth and Children’s 

Meetings 5:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study, Youth and 
Children’s Classes 7:00 p.m.

Snowville Christian Church 
(DOC - Disciples of Christ)

5436 Lead Mine Rd.
Hiwassee, VA 24347
Pastor:  Jerry King

Website:  
www.SnowvilleChristianChurch.com

(and Facebook)
O昀케ce: 540-633-3761

Email: 
o昀케ce@SnowvilleChristianChurch.com

Sunday Worship Service:  11:00 a.m.
Sunday School:  10:00 a.m.

Thursday Bible Study:  6:00 p.m.
“Inspiring hope, helping people grow their 

faith, and sharing God’s love with others!”

Dublin United Methodist Church
P.O. Box 577

424 East Main Street
Dublin, VA 24084

Pastor:  Rev. Don Shelor
540.674.5128

email:  dublinumc@gmail.com
Sunday Worship Times:  9:00 & 11:00 am

Sunday School:  10:00 am

New Hope Chapel
1555 Case Knife Road, Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor Darrell Gray
(276) 733-6080
Service Times

10 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Sunday Service
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Family Worship Center

First Pentecostal Holiness
955 Memorial Drive, Pulaski 

980-7287
www.fwcpulaski.church

Je昀昀 Willhoite, Pastor
Sunday School 9:45 am

Sunday Worship 10:45 am
KidsZone 10:45 am

Alpha & Omega Pentecostal Spanish service 
10:45 am

Sunday Evening Worship 6 pm

Pulaski First Church of the Brethren
1749 Newbern Road
Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor Frank Peters
Sunday School: 9:45

Worship: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

980-3798

New Hope Church
3050 Lee Highway

Pulaski, VA 24301 (540) 980-5506
(Mon. - Fri., 9 a.m.-1 p.m.)
Pastor Randy Lawrence Jr.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Evenings 7 pm 

THRIVE Teen Class
Children’s  Special Activitiy Classes

Adults: Worship/Prayer Services

ye were SEALED with that 
Spirit of Promise. Which is the 
earnest of our inheritance until 
the redemption of the purchaser 
possession, unto the praise of 
His glory.”  

When we get saved, God 
writes His Name upon us. 
He places His seal upon us to 
identify us as one of His dear 
children. 

In the Day of Judgment that 
seal will signify that we are 
God’s children, and not subject 
to the judgment. For our sins 
have already been judged at 
Calvary and forgiven. We are 
sealed, the bible says, until the 
redemption of our bodies. Our 
souls have already been re-
deemed, but our earthly bodies 
won’t be redeemed until they 
are resurrected or raptured, and 
then our total redemption will 
be complete.  

The earnest of our inheri-
tance is God’s promise and His 
pledge to keep us in His grip, 
and in His family, until the time 
when both body and soul are 
redeemed and glori昀椀ed in the 
Kingdom of God. 

The Spirit is God’s guarantee 
that he will give us the inheri-
tance he promised and that he 
has purchased us to be his own 
people. 

One of the greatest bene昀椀ts 
of being a Christian, is that we 
have been given the Holy Spirit 
of God, to indwell us. 

God has sealed us with His 
Spirit and has placed the Holy 
Spirit in our hearts. It is God’s 
deposit: The word deposit is an-
other word for a down payment.  
We have been given the Holy 
Spirit as a down payment for the 
fullness of what God will do.  
The Holy Spirit is a pledge of 
greater things to come.  

Finally, another great bene昀椀t 
from God to those who are 
saved is that we, who were dead 
in sin and trespasses, now have 
been given brand new lives in 
Christ Jesus. We have been giv-
en life in all of its positive form. 
New life. Abundant Life. And 
Eternal Life. 

“Blessed be the Lord Who 
daily loadeth us with Bene昀椀ts, 
even the God of our salvation” 
Psalms 68:19. 

“We are surrounded by God’s 
Bene昀椀ts. The best use of these 
bene昀椀ts is an unceasing expres-
sion of gratitude.” John Calvin.

Continued from Page B8

McCraw

God knows our need for rest and relaxation
From the writings of the Rev. 

Billy Graham
Q: My husband and I are re-

tiring and he plans to play golf 
and rest. I want to do something 
worthwhile. Is it wrong to spend 
retirement years enjoying all the 
things we couldn’t do when we 
were busy working and raising 
our children? – R.Y.

A: God knows our need for rest 
and relaxation. The writer of Ec-
clesiastes said, “Enjoy the good 
of all his labor — it is the gift of 
God” (3:13). After a grueling pe-
riod of ministry, Jesus urged His 
disciples to go with him to a quiet 

place and get some rest (see Mark 
6:31).

But if our only goal during re-
tirement years is to have a good 
time, we may well have fallen 
into the trap of empty, meaning-
less activity. God entrusts to us 
each day to use for His glory. 
This is true for working years, 
and is equally true for retirement 
years.

What, then, is the key to a suc-
cessful retirement? Retirement 
isn’t something that just happens 
if we live long enough; it’s a gift 
from God. Understanding this 
helps us have a more ful昀椀lling 

approach to this season of life.
As Christians, we should nev-

er retire from doing the work of 
the Lord. The Bible says, “That 
those who live should not live 
for themselves, but for Him who 
died for them” (2 Corinthians 
5:15). God knows how each per-

son is gifted. He knows each per-
son’s needs and limitations and 
He brings opportunities to serve 
Him in various ways. If we don’t 
seek God’s will for how to spend 
retirement, we can drift aimlessly 
along, assuming our usefulness 
is over and running after every 
whim, to squeeze as much enjoy-
ment out of remaining years of 
life. “As each one has received 
a gift, minister it to one another, 
as good stewards of the manifold 
grace of God” (1 Peter 4:10).

(This column is based on the 
words and writings of the late 
Rev. Billy Graham.)

Hilltop Pentecostal Holiness Church
4892 Veterans Hill Road

Pulaski, VA
Pastor Todd Garwood

(540) 250-3741
ttgarwood674@gmail.com

Pathway to Heaven Worship Center
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 434

Dublin, VA 24084
Physical Address: 7889 Cleburne Blvd.

Dublin, VA 24084
Pastor Winfred Keene - Phone 540-239-8092

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship: 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship: 6 p.m.

Tuesday Evening Worship Service: 7 p.m.

THANK YOU!
To Our Advertising

Sponsors

St. Edwards Catholic Church
Corner of N. Washington Ave. and

7th Street N.W., Pulaski
Phone: 980-6511
Fax: 980-6511

Priest: Fr. Francis Boateng
Mass: 11 a.m. Sunday

Warriors for Christ II
Bishop Sherman Buckner

600 Skyline Circle
Pulaski, VA 
540-315-2317

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Worship: 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Thursday: 7 p.m. Service

Trinity Baptist Church
4008 Robinson Tract Road

Pulaski, VA 24301 
Telephone: 980-8186

Pastor Johnny Howlett
Sunday Worship - 10 a.m.

Sunday Bible Study - 6 p.m.
Wednesday - Adult Bible Study and Youth 

Group - 7 p.m.

Bob White Boulevard Baptist Church
3826 Bob White Boulevard

Pulaski, VA.

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Preaching: 11 a.m.

Sunday Evening: 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service: 7:30 p.m.

FUNDAMENTAL

First Dublin Presbyterian Church (ECO)
409 Church Street, Dublin, Va. 24084

P.O. Box 2027, Dublin, Va. 24084
昀椀rst-dublin-presbyterian-church-eco.com 

Pastor: 
Mary Ann Armbrister

Sunday Worship: 10:45 a.m.

Aldersgate United Methodist
1946 Medallion Drive

Pulaski, VA 24301
(540) 980-1349

Pastor Jim Goddard
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.

First Christian Church of Pulaski
524 N Je昀昀erson Ave

Pulaski, VA 24301-4618
(540) 980-7144

www.昀椀rstchristianpulaski.org
Pastor: Timothy Moore

Men’s Sunday School:10 am
Worship: 11 am

New Dublin Presbyterian Church
5331 New Dublin Church Road

Dublin, VA 24084
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Worship: 11 a.m.
Phone: 540-674-6147
www.newdublin.org

Community Christian Church
5382 Grace Street, Dublin VA, 24084

540-674-4308
Pastor: Bill Neeley

Children’s Director: Kristen Edwards
Youth Director: Ashley Coake

www.C3family.org; Facebook: Commu-
nity Christian Church|Dublin, VA; email: 

triplecsecretary@gmail.com
Wednesday Bible Study and Prayer Meeting 
at 6:30 p.m.; C3Kids and C3Youth meeting 

at 6:30 p.m.
Thursday 10:30 a.m. Adult Bible Study

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service 10:45 a.m.

Visit The 
Church Of 

Your Choice 
This Week

Bible
Trivia

1. Is the book of 2 Revelation 
(KJV) in the Old or New Testa-
ment or neither?

2. From John 20, which per-
son’s last recorded words in 
scripture were, “My Lord and my 
God”? Samson, Matthew, Thom-
as, David

3. Paul was shipwrecked on 
what island while on his way to 
Rome to face charges? Arvard, 
Cos, Melita, Samos

4. Which Psalm begins, “The 
Lord is my shepherd, I shall not 
want”? 1, 11, 23, 50

5. Who wrote the 昀椀rst 昀椀ve 
books of the Old Testament? Pe-
ter, Abraham, Luke, Moses

6. What’s the longest book of 
the New Testament? Luke, John, 
Acts, Romans

ANSWERS: 1) Neither, 2) 
Thomas, 3) Melita (Malta), 4) 
23, 5) Moses, 6) Luke

Comments? More Trivia? Gift 
ideas? Visit www.TriviaGuy.
com.

Yard Sales
Are Free

In
The Patriot

Call 
540-808-3949

or email
ads@pcpatriot.com
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PLACE A CARD OF THANKS
Thank those who helped and supported you 

during your time of loss with a 

CARD OF THANKS
In The Patriot

540-808-3949 or ads@pcpatriot.com

Miss An Issue?
See it online at www.pcpatriot.com

Click on ‘View The Paper’
And Select the Date.

1. MOVIES: Which animated movie 
includes the line, "Fish are friends, not 
food"? 

2. TELEVISION: What is the name of 
the "Sesame Street" Muppet who lives in 
a trashcan?

3. GEOGRAPHY: What is the largest 
country geographically in Africa?

4. ANATOMY: What is complete het-
erochromia?

5. U.S. STATES: Which two states 
don't recognize Daylight Savings Time?

6. LITERATURE: Which best-selling 
novel (1989) is set in Clanton, Missis-
sippi?

7. FOOD & DRINK: What is the 
national dish of Spain?

8. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is a 
group of leopards called?

9. HISTORY: Which two Greek city-
states fought the Peloponnesian War?

10. AD SLOGANS: Which company 
once urged customers to "reach out and 
touch someone" by telephone?

© 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.

Answers

1. “Finding Nemo” (Bruce the Shark).
2. Oscar the Grouch.
3. Algeria.
4. When someone’s eyes are two differ-

ent colors.
5. Hawaii and Arizona.
6. “A Time to Kill,” by John Grisham.
7. Paella.
8. A leap of leopards.
9. Sparta and Athens.
10. AT&T.

Posting DateMay 8, 2023

OLIVE
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PULASKI COUNTY PULSE
May 13
Vendor Craft Event
The American Legion Auxiliary 
Unit 58 in Dublin, VA., will be 
having a vendor and craft event 
on Saturday May 13th from 
8am-3pm. Come support our 
local vendors and crafters while 
supporting our Veterans! The 
American Legion Post will be 
doing hotdogs!

Free Hot Dog Supper
Bread of Life / Assembly of God 
on Robinson Tract Rd will have 
a Free Hot dog supper, Saturday 
May 13 th starting at 4:00pm. 
Public Invited.

One Stop Spring Shoppe
One Stop Spring Shoppe will be 
held from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
New River Valley Fairgrounds. 
Come out and join us for the 
One Stop Spring Shoppe! We are 
so excited to be hosting another 
craft show. This will be an inside 
and outside event with over 100 
crafters and vendors. There will 
also be a variety of food and 
drinks available. We can’t wait 
to see everyone and hope you 
can come out and join us!

May 17
 
No Agenda Lunch
The Pulaski Democratic Com-
mittee No Agenda Lunch will 
be at 11:30 a.m., Wednesday, 
May 17, at Compadres Mexican 
Restaurant. These have been fun. 
Join the party.
For more information, email 
pulaskicountyvademocrats@
gmail.com. Learn more at  www.
facebook.com/pulaskivadems.

May 18
Sons of Confederate Veterans
The Sons of Confederate Veter-
ans, Stuart Horse Artillery Camp 
1784 will meet on Thursday, 
May 18, 7pm at Aly’s Italian 
Family Restaurant on 3204 
Riner Road. Members of the 
United Daughters of the Con-
federacy are also invited to this 
meeting. For further informa-
tion, please call 540-320-4315 or 

540-239-9864.

May 20
Strawberry Festival
Pulaski First Church of the Breth-
ren is having a Strawberry Festi-
val Saturday May 20, from 4-7.   
The church is located at 1749 
Newbern Road, one block behind 
the DMV.  We will have Pancake 
plate dinner with strawberry or 
plain pancakes, eggs and sausage 
for $5.00 and Hotdogs plate din-
ner with mac/cheese either potato 
salad or coleslaw.  Will have 
strawberry pies, bread, cookies, 
sundaes and milkshakes.  Come 
and enjoy an evening of food and 
fellowship. Raising funds for our 
Back to Bash and other commu-
nity events.

May 21
Cecil’s Chapel Speaker Series
May 21, Speaker Series - Jenny 
Whitlow will provide the sermon.  
She is a wonderful speaker.  
Worship service at 9am.  Cecil’s 
Chapel Church, 5801 Cecil’s 
Chapel Road, Hiwassee, VA    FB 
@cecilschapel

Revival and Renewal
Mt. View United Methodist 
Church invites you to 2 days of 
revival and renewal, Sunday and 
Monday, May 21 and 22. Sunday, 
May 21, will be 昀椀lled with fel-
lowship and worship. At 11AM, 
the church will host singer David 
Goodman. David is an outstand-
ing singer and musician who will 
present songs of faith. David’s 
father, Rev. Terry Goodman is 
a former pastor at Mt. View. 
At 5:30 PM, the congregation 
will host a dinner followed by 
worship at 7PM. The service will 
begin with special singing by 
Kim Duncan and Kristin Bentley. 
Pastor and evangelist, Tucker 
LaForce will bring the evening 
message. Pastor LaForce grew up 
in the Mt. View United Meth-
odist Church and now serves at 
Diamond Hill Baptist Church in 
Moneta, VA.
On Monday, May 22, worship 
will begin at 7PM with special 
singing followed by another mes-

sage from Pastor LaForce. The 
church is located at 6648 Wilder-
ness Road, Dublin, VA 24084. 
For additional information, please 
message us on Facebook. All are 
welcome to this time of revival.

May 28
Cecil’s Chapel Speaker Series 
May 28, Speaker Series - WV 
Delegate Mike Honaker will 
provide the sermon.  A breakfast 
reception to follow.  Worship 
service at 9am.  Cecil’s Chapel 
Church, 5801 Cecil’s Chapel 
Road, Hiwassee, VA   FB@
cecilschapel

June 11
Klopman Mills Reunion
Attention All former employees 
of Klopman Mills Plant a divi-
sion of Burlington Industries in 
Newbern, are planning a reunion 
June 11 at the Dublin Lions Club. 
Everyone is asked to bring two 
covered dishes. Drinks will be 
provided. Doors open at 10 a.m., 
lunch is at 1 p.m.

June 17
King/Davis Family Descendants 
Picnic/potluck
June 17th at Randolph Park 2pm-
10pm will eat 4pm
The King/Davis Family would 
like to invite any descendants of 
John Nye King, Martha Taylor, 
Harrison White, Mary Mahala 
King, Hirim Newton Davis, 
Elizabeth Farmer, Charles Lee 
Parsell, Martha Jane Davis, Em-
mett Milton Davis or Robert Jaca-
kson King from the Little Creek/
Pulaski/Brookmont area to attend. 
Family from North Dakota, Ro-
anoke, Salem and the local area 
will be there. Contact Jack King 
from Pulaski at 540-994-5552 for 
more information.

Aug. 4-5
Class Reunion 
Members of the Pulaski High 
School Class of 1973 will hold 
their 50th class reunion on Aug. 
4 and 5, 2023. The event will 
be held at Thornspring Country 

Club and Event Center in Pulaski. 
Please let us know if you are 
interested in attending. Invites 
will go out later, but right now we 
need to determine the number in-
terested in attending. Please email 
us at efsouthern@gmail.com to 
let us know if you plan to attend 
and provide your up to date 
address. You can write us at Class 
of ’73 Reunion, P.O. Box 242, 
Pulaski, VA 24301. Also, join us 
on Facebook at “PHS Class of 
1973 (Pulaski, VA)” Hope to hear 
from you soon!

On going:
Alcohol Anonymous
Alcohol Anonymous meet Mon-
days at 8 p.m. (closed meeting); 
Wednesday (noon) and Thursday 
at 8 p.m. (open meetings) at 
Pulaski Presbyterian Church of 
America located at 975 Memorial 
Drive. Contact number is 540-
440-0066. 

Pulaski Al-Anon Family Group 
Pulaski Al-Anon Family Group 
(a support group for friends and 
families of alcoholics) meet every 
Monday night at 8 p.m. at Pulaski 
Presbyterian Church of America 
located at 975 Memorial Drive. 
Contact number 540-818-0621. 

Hiwassee Fire Dept. Ladies 
Auxiliary in Need of Funds
The Hiwassee Fire Department 
Ladies Auxiliary is in need of 
donations for the mowing and 
upkeep of the Trail cemetery in 
Hiwassee. If you have a family 
member that is buried in this 
cemetery and would like to make 
a donation you may mail your 
contribution to Peggy Cregger PO 
Box 164, Hiwassee, VA 24347.

Lifestyles Changes
If you are currently trying to lose 
weight, we may have what you 
need. Contact Bill Brewer at 540-
813-1605.

Celebrate Recovery
Celebrate Recovery is a 
Christ-centered 12-step program 
where people gain freedom, 
healing and accountability for 
life’s hurts, habits, and hang-ups. 

Group Meeting at 6:15pm every 
Thursday at Valley Harvest Min-
istries, 1 Harvest Place, Dublin.

Heritage Cares Food still 
distributing food
Heritage Cares Food Pantry at 
Heritage Church is still distrib-
uting food on Thursdays from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The church is 
located a half-mile past the New 
River Valley Airport on Route 
100 North of Dublin.

Veteran 
photojournalist 
to speak at 
Radford Photo Club

Photojournalist Gene Dalton 
will be the speaker at the Radford 
Photo Club meeting on Thursday, 
May 18, at 6 p.m. at the Radford 
Public Library.

Dalton, who captured news 
and life in Southwest Virginia for 
the Roanoke Times for almost 30 
years, will present a program on 
his photojournalism and taking a 
photo that tells a story. Some of 
his photos are on his Facebook 
page: https://www.facebook.
com/gene.dalton.771/photos_by

The Radford Photo Club is 
made up of professional and 
amateur photographers from 
throughout the New River Val-
ley. Meetings, events, and out-
ings are open to the public. 

Learn more by searching for 
“Radford Photo Club” on Face-
book. 

If you have questions, email 
Lucy Gilmore at lucyg.gilm-
ore@gmail.com or mborgarel-
li@gmail.com


