
Locally Owned And Operated

Distributed FREE On Fridays For 14 Years

Valley Sta昀케ng Inc.Valley Sta昀케ng Inc.
Wright Ave., Dublin, Va.Wright Ave., Dublin, Va.

540-674-3103 540-674-3103     
EEO  Apply Online www.valleysta昀케ngjobs.com  DRUG FREE

JOBS!  JOBS!  JOBS!  JOBS!JOBS!  JOBS!  JOBS!  JOBS!

63 Immediate Job Openings!
Jobs Available in Pulaski, Giles,
Montgomery and City of Radford

First, Second, Third Shifts & OT Available - Temp To Hire

Starting Pay From $14.00 to $25.00 Per Hour
New Jobs Available Daily!

Come In Today - Go To Work Tomorrow!
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Celebrating 141 
years of service, 
and family owned.

Traditional services 
with traditional 
values.

Accepting 
pre-arrangements 
from other
 funeral homes.

Financing for 
funerals available

415 N. Je昀昀erson Avenue • Pulaski, Va., 24301
S. Todd Bruce, Manager/Owner

540-980-1700

www.pcpatriot.comJune 23, 2023

WEEKEND WEATHER

Saturday Sunday
Mostly sunny, with a high near 
83.

Sunday Night - Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 63.

Partly sunny, with a high near 
78. Chance of precipitation is 
60%. 

Saturday Night - Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 60. Chance 
of precipitation is 60%.

Semper FiSemper Fi

Seamless Gutter,Seamless Gutter,
Painting & Staining Painting & Staining 

ContractorContractor

Decks • Porches • Flooring • Pressure WashingDecks • Porches • Flooring • Pressure Washing

Randal MorrisRandal Morris
USMC VetUSMC Vet
Owner OperatorOwner Operator
Licensed & InsuredLicensed & Insured
540-250-2288540-250-2288

semper昀椀paintingstaining@gmail.comsemper昀椀paintingstaining@gmail.com

Williams Paine/The Patriot
The docks at the Claytor Lake public boat ramp were left high and dry Wednesday but the boats in 
the State Park Marina were in deep enough water to stay a昀氀oat without touching bottom.

By WILLIAM PAINE
The Patriot

With rainy weather expected 
for much of the week, o昀케cials 
at Appalachian Power made the 
decision to lower the water level 
at Claytor Lake by six feet with-
in a 24-hour period. At 12 p.m. 
Tuesday, the decision was made 
to lower the water level from the 

CLAYTOR DRAWDOWN

AEP lowers lake level 6 ft. in 24 hours
“full pond” elevation of 1847 el-
evation above sea level, down 
to 1841 feet above sea level. By 
Wednesday noon, the drawdown 
was complete, as was displayed 
by the newly exposed muddy 
shoreline of Claytor Lake.

This relatively quick lowering 
of the water level caught several 
boatowners by surprise. Many, 
who were unaware of the un-

scheduled drawdown, found their 
watercraft resting on the mud 
beneath their docks Wednesday 
morning. Several individuals 
posted photos of their landlocked 
boats on social media, with added 
commentary declaring that such a 
rapid drawdown was wholly un-
necessary. 

See CLAYTOR, page A3

Dublin Council Oks 23-24 budget
By DAVID QUESENBERRY
The Patriot

At its June 15th meeting, the 
Dublin Town Council approved 
the Town’s budget for the next 
昀椀scal year.

On a request for a motion from 
Vice-Mayor Steve Crigger, Coun-
cilwoman Debbie Lyons moved 
to approve the budget as submit-
ted. The motion was seconded 
by Councilman Dallas Cox and 
approved on a unanimous vote of 
the Council.

The General Fund is budgeted 

at $2,148,659, which is 6 percent 
higher than the current budget. In 
contrast, the Enterprise Fund is 
budgeted at $3,121,491, 13 per-
cent less than this year’s budget.

The total for the Town’s ap-
proved budget, including both the 
General and Enterprise funds, is 
$5,270,150, which is 6 percent 
less than the current budget by 
$358,879.

Town Manager Tye Kirkner 
next reported on additional bud-
get issues involving paving, line 
replacement and the status of the 
current budget.

He said since the Town was ap-
proved two years ago to receive 
VDOT urban maintenance funds, 
the Town has received some 
$65,000. Kirkner noted the pro-
gram had been a positive boost 
for the Town enabling it to fund 
equipment purchases as well as 
roadway maintenance.

Proposed for the next budget 
year were paving projects for 
East Main Street and Flanagan 
Avenue. 

Additional projects were pro-
posed for Dunlap Road and Jor-

See DUBLIN, page A2
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62 E. Main Street, Pulaski • 980-5129
Monday-Tuesday, 8 a.m.-9 p.m.

Wednesday-Thursday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Friday, 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

PULASKI FAMILY 
DENTISTRY

Dr. Cindy Southern says,
“Be true to your teeth,

or they’ll be false to you!”

www.pulaski昀氀owers.com

Tele昀氀ora’s 

Law O昀케ce Of
Spencer A. Rygas, P.C.Spencer A. Rygas, P.C.

Serving Your Legal Needs

For A List Of Our Services 
Please Visit Rygaslaw.com

36 3rd Street, N.W.
Pulaski, VA 24301

540-980-1111

61 YEARS OF SERVING
PULASKI COUNTY

Always A Good Haircut,
Sometimes A Good Story!

Star Barber Shop
123 West Main Street, Pulaski, VA 24301

Sam Corder, Barber

dan Street due to the condition of 
the pavement caused by numerous 
breaks in the water line. While tem-
porary pavement repairs had been 
made, a comprehensive re-paving 
was necessary along with water 
hookups and removal of older lines 
from service.

Pipeline replacement or upgrade 
projects are proposed for Dunlap 
Road, Jordan Street, 3rd Street and 
Baskerville Street. 

Kirkner said that since 2018 the 
Town had eliminated 6,540 feet of 
line, which had a value of $1.3 mil-
lion. Next year the Town proposed 
to install 5,500 feet of line at $200 
per linear foot for a total of $1.1 
million. 

Funding for these projects, 
was provided by a combination 
of savings along with a $1.2 mil-
lion grant application for which 
the Town had applied for. Kirkner 
also emphasized that the revenues 
recognized from previous rate in-
creases had been put directly back 
into the utility system.  

Another project scheduled for 
the new budget year is the installa-
tion of “radio read meters.” Kirkner 
noted the funds were already set 
aside for the project which would 
proceed once the meters arrived. 
The meters will give the Town the 
ability to read any meter at any 
point in the day. Use of the meters 
is projected to increase e昀케ciency 
by 3 percent to 9 percent.

Kirkner said that the one of the 
biggest di昀昀erences in the new bud-
get was that new ARPA funds were 
not in it. What the budget showed 
was designated funds in reserves 
that had to be spent or dedicated 
to be spent before December 31, 
2024. 

One example he mentioned was 
the $950,000 set aside for the “ra-
dio read meters”, which would 
have already been spent, if the me-
ters had been delivered. 

Another item in the new budget 
was a health insurance credit pro-

Continued from Page A1

Dublin gram for retired employees to assist 
in medical expenses.

Kirkner also reported on the 
Town’s current budget. As of May 
31st, the General Fund revenues 
were 15 percent above estimates, 
while expenditures were 6 percent 
below estimates. The Enterprise 
Fund revenues were 15 percent 
above estimates while expenditures 
were 8 percent below estimates. 

In other developments, Police 
Chief Dennis Lambert told Council 
that the Department had received 
compliments from citizens who 
received department assistance un-
der the behavioral mental health 
grant. He said that unfortunately the 
grant funds expired at the end of the 
month and that the program was a 
great success. He hoped that similar 
programs would be available in the 
future.

Referring to the Town’s recent-
ly installed block cameras used for 
tra昀케c monitoring, Chief Lambert 
said that Department personnel 
were learning how to operate and 
use them. The cameras would al-
low the Department to interact with 
other agencies in monitoring for 
vehicles sought in criminal investi-
gations. 

Chief Lambert said he learned 
that the Town could apply for ad-
ditional cameras after July 1st and 
would be pursuing that option. The 
Town Attorney was currently pre-
paring procedures for use of the 
cameras.

The Department had received 
con昀椀rmation of a $213,000 DCJS 
grant to be applied to the purchase 
of vehicles or other equipment for 
the department’s operations.

Council also recognized Town 
employees Byron Hagee and Mark 
Vaughn for their e昀昀orts on recent 
Town projects.

For the upcoming July 4th cele-
bration, there would be a 昀氀ag rais-
ing ceremony at 9:00 AM at the 
Dublin Town Center with a parade 
to follow in the Town of Pulaski.

Council’s next meeting is sched-
uled for Thursday, August 17, 2023 
at 7:00 pm in the Council Chambers 
of the Dublin Town Center.

Pulaski Council says good-bye 
to longtime PPD employee
By MIKE WILLIAMS
The Patriot

Pulaski Town Council said 
good-bye to a long-time em-
ployee of the police department 
during its meeting Tuesday. It 
also approved the town’s Com-
prehensive Plan.

Angela Viers was recognized 
for her 33 years of service to the 
town upon her retirement from 
the Pulaski Police Department.

Viers, it was noted by Mayor 
Shannon Collins, 昀椀rst went to 
work for the PD in January of 
1990 as a part-time communica-
tions o昀케cer. She also worked in 
tra昀케c enforcement.

In 1998 she took over as Re-
cord Manager for the depart-
ment. Three years later she added 
Administrative Assistant to the 
Chief duties to her role.

Eventually she became Admin-
istrative Manager to the Chief 
– the position she holds at retire-
ment.

Collins said, in reading from a 
resolution in her honor, Viers has 
been awarded the department’s 
Non-Sworn Employee of the Year 
nine times, and named Employee 
of the Month for the town twice. 

She has received the town’s 
Education Achievement Award 
and received numerous letters 
of commendation and achieve-
ment from the Environmental 
Protection Agency, Virginia Law 
Enforcement Professionals Stan-
dards Commission, Cardinal 
Criminal Justice Academy, the 
mayor and from various citizens 
in the community.

In other news:

- After months of work by the 
town’s planning commission, 
town council and sta昀昀, council 
unanimously adopted the 2023 
Comprehensive Plan and Future 

Town of Pulaski photo
Pulaski Mayor Shannon Collins presents Angela Viers a framed 
copy of a resolution in her honor for her 33 years of service.

Land Use Map for the town.
- Councilman Greg East asked 

about the status of paving work 
on Randolph Avenue.

Town Manager Darlene Bur-
cham said paving has been com-
pleted on the street except for a 
5-block stretch that is waiting for 
town crews to replace water lines.

She said the area had experi-
enced water line breaks on six to 
eight occasions in the area in less 
than two years.

Burcham said she hopes the 
water line replacement work and 
paving can be concluded by mid- 
to late-July.

- East also commended Police 
Chief Jill Neice and her o昀케cers 
for what he called “continu-
ous engagement” with citizens 
throughout the community.

Burcham noted the police de-
partment, like all departments in 
the town, are doing good work 
while being short-handed.

- Responding to a question from 

by Vice Mayor Brooks Dawson, 
Burcham said town sta昀昀 should 
– at the July 18 council meeting 
– be able to provide council with 
renderings of shrubs, trees and 
lighting that are being planned 
for downtown.

- In her report to council, Bur-
cham noted that town sta昀昀 had 
worked hard to complete the 
2023-24 budget, and that town 
sta昀昀 appreciated council for the 
5 percent COLA raise that takes 
e昀昀ect July 1 and the extra day 
o昀昀 for the Fourth of July holi-
day.

Town o昀케ces will be closed 
both July 3rd and 4th for the 
holiday.

She noted that all the town’s 
departments currently are run-
ning short-sta昀昀ed.

“You’ve got a great sta昀昀,” 
Burcham declared.

- The July 4 meeting of coun-
cil has been canceled, so the 
next meeting of council will be 
held at 7 p.m., July 18.
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THANK YOU!

THANK YOU!

 To All Our Customers ... 

Your Patronage And Support Has Allowed Us 

To Remain In Business Since July 1, 2009!

We Hope You Will Come By On Saturday, July 1st 

And Let Us Thank You!

We’ll Celebrate With Food, Drinks And

Some Special Deals!

R a m ey F ir ea r m sR a m ey F ir ea r m s 

E.S. Ramey Firearms 
Fair lawn

at 7312 Peppers Fer ry Boulevard
(In the former Sprint location next to the Bread Store)

Is Turning 14 Years Old,Is Turning 14 Years Old,

But You’re Getting The Presents!But You’re Getting The Presents!

TRAVEL INN
246 Cleburne Blvd Dublin, VA 24084

540-674-4611

• Clean Comfortable Rooms

• Cable TV & Wi昀椀 Access
• Refrigerators & Microwaves in Rooms

• Walking Distance To Veronas, Hardees & Dollar General
For Weekly Rooms Come See Us  In Person Today

OFFERING DAILY AND
WEEKLY RATES

“Our guys at the hydro depart-
ment usually make that decision 
and you’ve got to keep in mind 
that other tributaries feed into 
the New River, as well as any 
slippage or water that comes o昀昀 
the shores,” stated Appalachian 
Power’s George Porter. “So, we 
felt like dropping it down 1841 
would get us in a position that 
would be safe for everyone.”

“For us, fortunately or unfor-
tunately, depending on how you 
look at it, we base our decisions 
on forecasts from the National 
Weather Service in Blacksburg,” 
Porter continued. “Sometimes 
when they say you’re going to 
get 2 inches; you get 10 inches 
and sometimes they say you’re 
going to get 10 inches and you 
get two inches. The only thing we 
can do is start preparation based 
on the information in those fore-
casts and we’re trying to main-
tain those downstream commu-
nities and help prevent 昀氀ooding.”

The Friends of Claytor Lake 
(FOCL) sent text messages by 
phone on Tuesday afternoon with 
the purpose of informing lake 
residents about the drop in water 
levels but by then, water levels 
had already dropped substantial-
ly. It should be noted that FOCL 
has been very timely about these 
noti昀椀cations in the past.

When it was mentioned that 
many of those living on the lake 
were not aware of the drawdown 
until it had already happed, Por-
ter said, “That’s unfortunate. We 
always try and put as much infor-
mation as we can on our social 
media account and we put that in-
formation out as soon as we dis-
cussed it as a team. We do have 
other people in our hydro group 
that send information out to the 
di昀昀erent marinas and organiza-
tions around the lake and I think 
maybe they didn’t get the infor-
mation out as well.”

Laura Walters, who represents 
the Ingles District on the Pulas-
ki County Board of Supervisors, 
which comprises most of Claytor 
Lake, emphasized the importance 
of lake residents keeping them-
selves informed about the condi-
tions on the river. 

“I watch the gauges, when 
we’re having weather,” said Wal-
ters. “There’s an app you can get 
on your phone. It’s river昀氀ows.
net and you can set it to pick the 
gauges that you want to monitor. 
I monitor all the way from the 
South Fork of the New River to 
Glenn Lyn and it gives you the 
Cubic Feet Per Second (CFS) for 
all of them. I can look at it and 

Continued from Page A1

Claytor

William Paine/The Patriot
As a result of the drawdown, the beach at Claytor Lake State Park nearly doubled in size but the 
inclement weather kept the sands free from visitors for the most part. One family, equipped with 
metal detectors, were quite happy to hit the beach late in afternoon on Wednesday.

William Paine/The Patriot
The relatively rapid reduction in water levels left many full time and part time residents on Claytor 
Lake scrambling to pull out their watercraft or 昀椀nd docks set in deeper water.

tell and it gives me piece of mind.”
Walters went on to say that 

those who live on the lake should 
make themselves aware of weath-
er conditions that could result in 
signi昀椀cant drops in lake elevation, 
as signi昀椀cant 昀氀uctuations in water 
levels occur relatively frequently.

A primary source of information 
about Claytor Lake can be found 
on the Claytor Lake Hydroelectric 
Project Facebook, which posts the 
noti昀椀cations relative to changes in 
water levels.

This noti昀椀cation was posted 
around noon on Wednesday June 
21: 

“Based on forecasted weath-
er information from the National 
Weather Service, we are working 
to return lake levels at Claytor Hy-
dro Project back to normal operat-
ing levels.”

By 10:30 a.m. Thursday, the 
water levels had risen to 1842.5 
feet but as there’s still plenty of 
rain in the forecast, it’s recom-
mended that Claytor Lakers keep 
a close eye for any changes in lake 
level that may be forthcoming. 

Dr. Tara Grant

PCPS hires 
Grant from
Radford
Schools
Pulaski County Public Schools

Dr. Tara Grant who has been 
named the new Assistant Super-
intendent of Curriculum and In-
struction in Pulaski County Pub-
lic Schools (PCPS). 

She replaces William Atwood 
who is retiring.

Dr. Grant comes to PCPS from 
just over the bridge in the Rad-
ford City School Division where 
she spent 4 years as the principal 
of Belle Heth Elementary, 1 year 
as the principal of Belle Heth and 
McHarg Elementary as well as 
Division Director of Testing and 
two years as the principal of Rad-
ford High School.

Dr. Grant is a graduate of Rad-
ford High School. She has earned 
a Bachelor’s Degree from James 
Madison University in Public 
Relations, a Master’s of Science 
from Radford University in Cur-
riculum and Instruction, a Mas-
ter’s of Science from Radford 

See GRANT, page A5

PCPS Education 
Foundation returns
Pulaski County Public Schools

As a part of the overall plan to 
support education, students, and 
our teachers and sta昀昀, Pulaski 
County Public Schools has revi-
talized the Pulaski County Public 
Schools Education Foundation.

The PCPS Education Foun-
dation is a 501(c)(3) charitable 
organization that allows contrib-
utors the opportunity to a wide 
range of options that support our 
work in public education.

The mission of the PCPS Ed-
ucation Foundation is to provide 
a means to enhance, enrich, and 
promote educational opportuni-
ties for all persons within Pulaski 
County Public Schools.

The priorities for the founda-
tion are:

- Bolster student achievement 
through educational excellence.

- Provide public school sta昀昀 
with professional growth oppor-
tunities.

- Develop a strong link be-
tween the community and public 

education.
- Encourage the creation of in-

novative ideas and programs for 
higher student achievement.

Gifts to the foundation may be 
of any size and may be given in 
the form of stocks, bonds, mutual 
funds, life insurance, real estate, 
annuities, trust funds and the like, 
as well as cash. 

Donor’s wishes as to public 
recognition or anonymity will be 
honored. The donor may desig-
nate the gift be used for the current 
project or for endowment funds 
that are invested. The resulting 
earnings of the funds will be used 
for perpetual opportunities. 

A donor may also give a gift 
in honor of a speci昀椀c individual, 
family or group. A donor may also 
specify an area of interest where 
he or she would like the gift used 
or endowed -- such as science or 
music education, student enrich-
ment scholarships, or continuing 
education grants for educators. 

See FOUNDATION, page A5
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REBECCA ANN 
SOUTHERN 

Rebecca Ann Southern, age 59 
of Fairlawn passed away Monday, 
June 12, 2023, at the Lewis-Gale 
Hospital, Pulaski. Born Septem-
ber 4, 1963, she was the daughter 
of Myrtle Rebecca Glover and the 
late Roy Tabour.

Rebecca is proceeded in death 
by her son, Ricky Lee Simpkins, 
Jr., her father, Roy Tabour, and 
grandparents, Herman Woodson 
Smith and Alice Lucy Lee Smith.

 Rebecca is survived by her
Husband – Alfred “Ed” South-

ern of Fairlawn, VA
Son – Arley Jason “AJ” Simp-

kins of Oklahoma City, OK
Mother and Stepfather – Ron 

and Myrtle Rebecca Glover of 
Galax, VA

Brothers – Roy Lee Tabour and 
wife of Arkansas, Bobby Glover 
and wife of Louisiana, Ronald 
Wayne Glover and wife of Lou-
isiana

Aunt – Sandra Dawn Blevins 
of Galax, VA

5 Granddaughters
Several Nieces and Nephews
Many Friends
 Memorial Services were held 

June 21, 2023 at Bower Funeral 
Home-Chapel in Pulaski, VA with 
Pastor Bobby Ward.

To sign Ann’s online guest-
book, visit www.bowerfuner-
alhome.com – Bower Funeral 
Homes, Pulaski is handling ar-
rangements for the family.

LINDA FAYE FAGG O’DELL 
Linda Faye Fagg O’Dell age 60, 

of Dublin, died Saturday, June 6, 
2023 at 2:40 a.m.  Our Lord, her 
mother, her father, and fur-babies 
were ready and waiting on her at 
those beautiful gates, to save her 
from this painful world.

 Mama loved to make her fried 
apple pies, her hand decorat-
ed cakes that many of times she 
baked from her heart.  She also 
crocheted many blankets in the 
end of her days for all of her chil-
dren and grandchildren.  We will 
always have her to keep us warm.  
This amazing mother went out of 
her way.  Many of times, when she 
should have said no, but she still 
said yes.  Her heart was so big and 
sweet.  I know Heaven is receiv-
ing one of the biggest and most 
special angels, He had serving 
here on earth.  I told momma that 
“she must be the biggest and most 
special angel He could receive, 
because the road has been the lon-
gest way home, because she is and 
always will be the biggest blessing 
anyone could ever receive.”  She 
is and always will be the most reli-
able, intelligent, modest, reserved 
and most beautiful mother.  WE 
WILL LOVE YOU FOR ETER-
NITY!

 Linda was preceded in death 
by her father, David Ray Fagg, 
Sr., mother, Gussie Ann Davidson 
Fagg, brother, David Ray Fagg, 
Sr., and special fur babies, Lucky 
and Lexi.

 She is survived by her life-
time-caring husband, Gary Byron 
O’Dell, Sr.  Handsome son and 
caretaker, Gary Byron O’Dell, 
Jr.: beautiful daughter and care-
taker: Ima Dawn O’Dell: special 
extended daughter: Miranda Lee 
French: very special cousins, 
Joyce Fagg of Ohio, and Tommy 
Fagg of Ohio: precious grand ba-
bies, whom she loved with all of 
her heart, Isabella, Marie, Robert 
Alan, III, Edwin Alexander and 
Sophie Milana, and a loving pet, 
Fancy Girl.

 Funeral services were held 
Thursday, June 22, 2023 at Sea-
gle Funeral Home.  Interment fol-
lowed in Thornspring Cemetery.  
Online condolences may be sent 
to the family by visiting www.
seaglefuneralhome.com  Arrange-
ments by Seagle Funeral Home, 
Pulaski.  540-980-1700

KENNETH RAYMOND 
WALKER 

Kenneth Raymond Walker, 87 
of Dublin, VA (formerly of Bas-
tian, Va.) entered heaven shouting 
Saturday morning, June 17, 2023.  
Kenneth was born December 7, 
1935, in Garwood WVA to the late 
Raymond Kint and Anne Hayes 
Walker.  The family later moved 
to Bland, VA where they owned 
and operated the Brushy Moun-
tain Motel and Restaurant.  Ken-
neth graduated Bland High School 
in 1954 where he excelled in bas-
ketball and baseball. He played 
semi-professional baseball, trying 
out for the New York Yankees at 
Calfee Park.  He attended Blue-
昀椀eld College and assisted with the 
management of the family busi-
ness.  He entered the US Army 
in 1958 being discharged in 1960 
only to be recalled in 1961 during 
the Cuban Missile Crisis.  He re-
tired from the Radford Army Am-
munition Plant.

Kenneth was a man of great 
faith and love for Jesus Christ.  He 
evangelized throughout most of 
his adult life, traveling the US to 
spread the gospel where he devel-
oped many great friendships.

In addition to his parents, Ken-
neth was preceded in death by his 
son, Darren Reed Walker, his sis-
ter Jeraldine Morehead, and his 
brothers, Garrett Walker (infant) 
and Gary Walker

He is survived by his wife of 63 
years, Sue Bailey Walker, Dublin, 
daughter and son-in-law, Car-
la and Dennis Dean, Draper VA, 
son, Kevin Walker, Johnson City, 
TN. Five granddaughters, Audra 
Walker, Johnson City, TN, Allyssa 
Walker, Johnson City, TN, Emily 
Dean, Draper, VA, Amanda and 
Brad Osborne, Johnson City, TN, 
Morgan Dean, Richmond, VA.  
One great granddaughter, Flora 
Osborne.  Sisters and brother-in-
law, Patricia and Gerald Thoma-
son, Blue昀椀eld, WV and Deborah 
Mathews, Indiana. Several niec-
es and nephews.  Two lifelong 
and faithful friends, Paul Hart, 
Wytheville, VA and Bob Simp-
kins, Christiansburg, VA

Funeral services were held 
Thursday, June 22, 2023, at Bow-
er Funeral Home, 1631 Bob White 
Blvd, Pulaski, VA.  The burial 
took place at Rose Hill Cemetery, 
Bastian, VA following service. 
Pastor Shawn Martin o昀케ciated.

To sign the online guestbook, 
visit www.bowerfuneralhome.
com

Bower Funeral Home, Pulaski 
is handling the arrangements for 
the family

BETSY CARMEN 
GREGORY WARD 

Betsy Carmen Gregory Ward 
(78) of Draper, VA gained her 
heavenly reward on June 19, 2023 
at 12:52 a.m. She passed peaceful-
ly in her home surrounded by her 
family. 

Betsy is preceded in death by 
her parents, Everett Asa Gregory 
and Carmen Ercell Quesenber-
ry Gregory, her brothers Graham 
Everett Gregory, Jerry Clisby 
Gregory, Sr., sister Stella Grego-
ry, and daughter Jewell Louanne 
Anderson. She is survived by her 
husband of 53 years, William Ed-
ward Ward (81), her son William 
Daniel Ward (49), and daughter 
Carmen Leigh Ward Haas (47). 
She was the loving grandmother 
(Maw-Maw) to David Duane Al-
marode, Christy Leigh Nester, 
Charles Daniel Almarode, Carmen 
MaKayla Holland, William Dan-
iel Ward II, Hunter Renee Haas, 
Ember Kylie Ward, James Colton 
Haas, Billie Elizabeth Haas, and 
Jesalyn Rayne Ward. She was also 
blessed with 昀椀ve great grandchil-
dren. 

Betsy will be laid to rest in a 
family plot at Draper Valley Pres-
byterian Church Cemetery follow-
ing a Celebration of Life service 
to be scheduled. 

The family would like to extend 
a special “THANK YOU” to In-
trepid Hospice for the loving care 
given to Betsy in her 昀椀nal days 
here on Earth. 

The family is in the care of 
Norris Funeral Services – Pulaski 
Chapel. An online guestbook is 
available at www.stevensfuneral-
homepulaski.com

JOYCE FITZGERALD 
MCMILLAN 

Joyce Fitzgerald McMillan, 
retired elementary school teach-
er and long- time resident of Pu-
laski, Virginia, passed away at 
the age of 95 on May 14, 2023. 
She spent her last Mother’s Day 
at home in the loving company of 
family members.

A memorial service will be 
held on Saturday, June 24 at 
11:00 AM at the First United 
Methodist Church in Pulaski, Va. 
The service will be followed by 
a reception at the church. The 
family will receive friends at the 
church an hour before the service.

In lieu of 昀氀owers, donations 
may be made to First United 
Methodist Church, Pulaski, Va. in 
memory of Joyce McMillan.

CARROLL SUE BREEDING 
Carroll Sue Breeding, 79, of 

Christiansburg passed away on 
Saturday, June 17, 2023, at her 
home. She was born March 22, 
1944, and is preceded in death by 
her parents.

She is survived by her son, Ben-
ny Breeding III, and grandson 
Benjamin Forbes and family. In 
addition to her family, she is sur-
vived by special neighbors Ran-
dy and Diane Adkins, as well as 
many friends.

There will be no services at this 
time.

The family is in the care of 
Norris Funeral Services – Pulaski 
Chapel.

REBECCA “BECKY” 
ADAMS HATMAKER 

Rebecca Adams Hatmak-
er (Becky), 58 of Pulaski VA, 
passed away peacefully Thursday 
June 15, 2023 at Pulaski Health 
and Rehabilition Center sur-
rounded by family. Becky was 
born on December 29, 1964 to 
Pierce Edwin Adams and Ethel 
Ratcli昀昀e Adams who preceded 
her in death. She was the young-
est of 10 children. She worked 
most of her life at Renfro in Pu-
laski and Mount Airy NC. Then 
as an in-home CNA until her 
own health issues took over.  She 
had many names such as Mom, 
Granny, Memaw, Beck and Aunt 
Beck. She enjoyed being around 
her family and friends. There are 
many. Her favorite hobbies were 
reading crime novels, playing 
bingo, and solitaire. She was also 
a  member of Mountain Brook 
Holiness Church in Pulaski. 

In addition to her parents she 
was preceded in by sisters Char-
lotte Adams, Phylis Adams, Lin-
da (Penny) Adams, Wanda (Faye) 
Ferguson. Brothers Kenneth Ad-
ams and Roger Adams. 

She leaves behind her children 
Justin (Tasha) Hatmaker, Joshua 
(Cara) McGrady, Andrew (Jo-
sey) Hatmaker. Grandchildren  
Austin, Devin, Derick, Summer 
Gail, Morgan Hatmaker. Hunter 
Blankenship. Lexie and Kam-
ron McGrady. Bayleigh, Natalie, 
Shaun, Olivia, Pierce Hatmaker. 
One Great grandchild. Her 昀椀an-
ce Terry Umberger.  Her Sisters 
Barbra Joan Ulrich, Donna (Joe) 
Frederico. Her brother Leon-
ard (Pete and Lois) Adams. One 
special brother-in-law Elmer 
Mottesheard and an enormous 
number of nieces, nephews, and 
friends that will forever miss her 
dearly. Including her friend and 
caregiver Darlene Jones.

 Memorial services will be held 
on June 24, 2023 at 2:00 at Moun-
tain Brook Holiness Church 1035 
Commerce St. in Pulaski.  O昀케-
ciants will be Randell Jones and 
Dean Simpkins.

MATTHEW DANE PEAKE 
Matthew Dane Peake, age 62 

of Roanoke passed away Tues-
day, June 20, 2023 at the Roa-
noke Memorial Hospital. Born 
October 11, 1960 in Pulaski he 
was the son of Aaron “Jay” Jef-
ferson Peake & Snowdeer Jami-
son Peake. He was also preceded 
in death by his niece, Breanna 
Peake.

Dane was a graduate of Pulaski 
County High School.

See PEAKE, page A5
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Norris - Stevens Funeral HomeNorris - Stevens Funeral Home

Why Pay More For Less?
Our Prices Can Save You Up To $1,000 

On A Traditional Funeral Service.
Pre-Planning Options Available

Holy CowHoly Cow 1801 Wysor Road 
(Rt. 100 South)

Exit 89A From I-81
Draper, VA.  24324

540-250-1775

Garden Decor & Pots,
Greenery & Home,

Bird Baths, Houses & Feeders
Antique, Vintage & New!

Open Fridays & Saturdays 10-5; Sundays 1-5 Open Fridays & Saturdays 10-5; Sundays 1-5 

Antiques, Gardens and 

Great Finds
BelleFr idaysFr idays

Are Back!Are Back!
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Belspring Community 
VACATION BIBLE

School 

June 25th - 30th   

Ages: 3-18
 

Sunday, June 25th - 
Dinner and Registration 

4:45 to 5:45 PM
VBS - 6:00 - 9:00 pm

Monday - Friday
Dinner 

5:30 to 6:15pm

VBS - 6:30 - 9:00pm

At Belspring Baptist Church 
6887 Depot Road, Belspring, Va.  

Sponsored by 
Belspring Baptist, Methodist and 

Presbyterian Churches

He is survived by his
Parents – Aaron “Jay” Je昀昀er-

son Peake & Snowdeer Jamison 
Peake – 

Brother – Aaron Je昀昀erson “Er-
nie” Peake III & wife Racheal – 
Lebanon, TN

Special Cousin - Donna Clark
Many special nieces, nephews, 

cousins and friends
Funeral services will be held 

2:00 PM – Friday, June 23, 2023 at 
the Bower Funeral Home-Chap-
el, Pulaski with Pastor Mike Ingo 
o昀케ciating. Interment will follow 
at the Thornspring UMC Ceme-
tery, Dublin.

The family will receive friends 
one hour before service time Fri-
day at the Funeral Home. 

To sign Dane’s online guest-
book, visit www.bowerfuneral-
home.com

Bower Funeral Homes, Pulas-
ki is handling the arrangements 
for the family.

Continued from Page A4
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JEAN ELIZABETH KIRBY 
PLOTT 

Jean Elizabeth Kirby Plott 
passed away June 19, 2023, at the 
Carilion New River Valley Hos-
pital.  Born on August 22, 1927, 
in Draper, Virginia, she was the 
daughter of Duval A. and Maude 
Allison Kirby.  She was prede-
ceased by her husband, Ralph M. 
Plott, sister, Helen K. Kelley, and 
nephew, John D. Kelley.  She is 
survived by nieces Lisa P. Cool-
ey, Powhatan, Martha K. Biggar, 
Draper, and Elizabeth K. Whit-
man, Pulaski, and a nephew, Jo-
seph N. Kelley, Draper.  

Jean was a nurse, 昀椀rst in Ro-
anoke and then in Richmond, 
where she met her husband, 
Ralph.  They loved to camp and 
traveled around the United States 
and Canada with the Telephone 
Pioneers of America, many of 
whom remain fast friends.  Jean 
spent the last several years of her 
life at Commonwealth Senior 
Living in Fairlawn, where she 
made many sweet friends.  She 
had a long and full life and will 
be missed. 

Interment will be private. 
However, a memorial service and 
celebration of Jean’s life will be 
held at the Draper Valley Presby-
terian Church on Monday, June 
26, 2023 at 2:00 in the afternoon. 
A second memorial service will 
be held at Fair昀椀eld Presbyterian 
Church in Mechanicsville, Vir-
ginia at a later date.

Jeans family is be cared for by 
the sta昀昀 of Norris Funeral Ser-
vices, Pulaski Chapel. To send 
online condolences, please visit 
www.stevensfuneralhomepulas-
ki.com

Floral condolences may be 
sent by visiting www.pulaski-
昀氀owers.com

ADDITIONAL 
OBITUARIES

University in Educational Leader-
ship and a Doctorate in Education-
al Leadership also from Radford 
University.

Dr. Grant is married to Mike 
Grant, Head Men’s Golf Coach 
at Radford University. They have 
three children, Haley Smith, Jake 
Grant and Thomas Grant. In her 
spare time, Dr. Grant enjoys out-
door activities with her family.

Continued from Page A3

Grant

Recently, an initial “challenge” 
donation was received in the 
amount of $10,000. This generous 
donation came from the Layman 
family of Pulaski, in memory of 
Barbara Layman. Our current goal 
is to raise enough funds to match 
that amount and to create a schol-
arship in her name.

A new web page has been cre-
ated for the group at PCPS Educa-
tion Foundation as a part of www.
pcva.us.  It is also now listed on 
Facebook under

 https://www.facebook.com/pu-

laskifoundation.

The group is also currently listed 
as a member on Give Local NRV 
as a part of that campaign. That 
can be viewed at https://www.
givelocalnrv.org/organization/Pu-
laski-County-Public-Schools-Ed-
ucation-Foundation.

All donations, large or small, 
can help make a di昀昀erence in 
someone’s life. Please contact us 
today to discuss how you can help.

Continued from Page A3

Foundation

Agency on Aging, 
Senior Services move 
to new location

Pulaski County Chamber 
of Commerce hosted a rib-
bon-cutting ceremony on June 
12th in celebration of the new 
location of New River Valley 
Agency on Aging and Senior 
Services. The New River Val-
ley Agency on Aging and Se-
nior Services has been a pillar 
of support for senior citizens in 

our community, o昀昀ering a com-
prehensive range of programs to 
address their diverse needs for 
nearly 50 years. These essential 
services include meal delivery, 
prevention of elder abuse, med-
ical transportation, care coordi-
nation, social engagement, and 
more.

Due to the sale and repurpos-
ing of their previous location, 
the organization collaborated 
closely with Pulaski County to 
identify a new, suitable space to 
ensure uninterrupted delivery of 
their vital services. The new fa-
cility provides an improved envi-
ronment to cater to the growing 
needs of the aging population in 
the New River Valley region.

Tina King, Executive Director 
of the New River Valley Agen-
cy on Aging and Senior Ser-
vices, expressed her excitement 
about the organization’s move. 
“The New River Valley Agency 
on Aging and Senior Services 
are excited to be located in the 
Town of Pulaski again and look 
forward to continuing our work 
with older adults and caregivers 
not only in Pulaski Town and Pu-
laski County, but all throughout 
the New River Valley. We are 
grateful to Pulaski County for 
working with us to make this of-
昀椀ce space available as it meets 
our needs so well. We also ap-
preciate the business community 
here along with other organiza-
tions for your support and part-
nerships!”

The ribbon-cutting ceremony 
was led by Bill Cunningham, 
President of Pulaski County 
Chamber of Commerce. During 
his speech at the event, Jonathan 
Sweet, Pulaski County Adminis-
trator acknowledged the instru-
mental role of County sta昀昀 in 
facilitating this relocation and 
emphasized the importance of 
the organization for the senior 
population of Pulaski.

For more information about 
the New River Valley Agency on 
Aging and Senior Services and 
their programs, please visit their 
website at www.nrvaoa.org.

Pulaski County Chamber of Commerce photo
Agency on Aging, Senior Services celebrate new location in Pulaski with ribbon cutting ceremony.

10th Annual GiveLocalNRV 
Giving Day kicks o昀昀 June 28

The Community Foundation of 
the New River Valley (CFNRV)’s 
10th Annual GiveLocalNRV Giv-
ing Day will kick o昀昀 at noon on 
Wednesday, June 28, ending on 
June 29 at noon. This communi-
ty-wide, 24-hour online event en-
gages New River Valley nonprof-
its in raising funds and awareness 
for their organizations. More than 
100 nonpro昀椀ts are registered this 
year and collectively, the goal is 
to raise at least $500,000. More 
than $200,000 has been raised so 
far during the early giving period, 
which kicked o昀昀 on June 1.

 “We’re excited to see the 
growth of the GiveLocalNRV 
from raising nearly $40,000 when 
we 昀椀rst began to raising more 
than $500,000 for each of the 
past couple of years,” said Lind-
sey Gleason, CFNRV’s assistant 
director. “This event highlights 
the power of what our community 
can do when we work together to 
support the many wonderful non-
pro昀椀ts serving our region. Togeth-
er with our sponsors, the CFNRV 
is giving away $25,500 in grants 
and prizes this year, so donations 

during the event can help put your 
favorite organization in the run-
ning win additional funds.”

 Participating nonpro昀椀ts can 
win grants and prizes for things 
like most money raised overall or 
most unique (unduplicated) do-
nors. New prizes this year include 
an award for the farthest donation 

(the donation made from the far-
thest point geographically from 
the CFNRV’s o昀케ce in Blacks-
burg) and one organization will 
be selected to win an episode of 
Buzz4Good, which airs weekly 
on Blue Ridge PBS. 

 

See GI VE, page A9
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Against 
the pride 
昀氀ag

See LOWRY, page A7

It’s June, when one can be for-
given for thinking we live in the 
United States of LGBTQIA2S+.

Old Glory is, at best, supple-
mented with, and sometimes 
supplanted by, the pride 昀氀ag in 
all its varieties.

The 昀氀ag, which has become 
more and more unsightly, is 
ubiquitous. Its increasingly elab-
orate jumble of clashing stripes 
-- whether seen shopping, at a 
ballgame or on U.S. government 
buildings -- is a reminder to get 
with the program, and that the 
program is always changing.

Team Biden draped what is 
known as the Progress Pride 昀氀ag, 
with no fewer than 11 di昀昀erent 
colors, on the White House in 
between two American 昀氀ags, 
giving it -- no pun intended -- 
pride of place.

Flags aren’t tri昀氀ing matters. 
People rally to them and live and 
die for them. The 昀椀ring on the 
昀氀ag at Fort Sumter at the outset 
of the Civil War, for instance, 
had a galvanizing e昀昀ect on the 
North. “On forts and ships, from 
church-spires and 昀氀ag-sta昀昀s, 
from colleges, hotels, storefronts 
and private balconies, from pub-
lic edi昀椀ces, everywhere the old 
昀氀ag was 昀氀ung out,” historian 
George Preble writes in a pas-
sage that could almost as accu-
rately describe the unavoidable 
June displays of the pride 昀氀ag. 

Whereas the power of the 
Star-Spangled Banner is its ex-
traordinary history, its relatively 
simple design, its easily under-
stood symbolism, and its call 
to unify all Americans -- not to 
mention the sacri昀椀ces made to 
defend it -- the pride 昀氀ag is the 
opposite.

It’s always being refashioned 
(the version displayed on the 
White House dates all the way 
back to 2018), it’s an aesthetic 
disaster, it’s inscrutable, and it’s 
a banner concerned with the rec-
ognition of splinter groups.

If you wanted to create a vi-
sual representation of “intersec-
tionality,” the latest iterations of 
the 昀氀ag would be it.

The old, quaint rainbow 昀氀ag 
had the virtue of being simpler 
than its subsequent renditions 
and of representing broad cat-
egories of things (life, sunlight, 
etc.), rather than speci昀椀c groups 
of people. The 昀氀ag started as 
eight stripes and got dropped to 
six for pragmatic reasons before 
additional stripes started getting 
layered in.

As it happens, there are doz-
ens of separate 昀氀ags out there for 
every gender identity and sexual 
orientation -- pansexual, non-bi-
nary, gender 昀氀uid, asexual, you 
name it. How could they be left 
out?

First, the City of Philadelphia 
added black and brown stripes 
to the top of the 昀氀ag in 2017 to 
recognize people of color. The 
next year, a designer took the 
black and brown stripes -- along 
with light blue, pink, and white 
stripes incorporated from the 
transgender 昀氀ag -- and put them 
in a horizontal chevron to make 
the Progress Pride 昀氀ag.

Yet another update added a 
yellow triangle with a purple cir-
cle from the intersex 昀氀ag.

The resulting banner has all 
the visual appeal of a TV test pat-

Come, Let Us Reason 
Together

Dear Dave,
I bought a house about a year ago. 

Currently, I have $45,000 sitting in an 
account with a money manager. I’ve had 
this account for a little over three years, and 
the investment hasn’t grown much, if at all. 
Under the circumstances, and being single, 
too, would it be better to pull the money 
out of that investment and put it toward my 
mortgage?

Johnny
Dear Johnny, 
I recommend putting 100% of any 

non-retirement savings, above your 
emergency fund, toward paying o昀昀 your 
mortgage until the mortgage is paid o昀昀. I’d 
still tell you to pay down the house, even 
if you were making 20% on your money. 
Just make sure you’re following the Baby 
Steps, and you’re already putting 15% of 
your income into good retirement invest-
ments before attacking the house. Paying 
down your mortgage is not an expenditure 
that’s just lost money. The cash is sitting 
there, you’re just banking it in your home 
and land. And on a side note, with all the 
craziness in the market over the last three 
years, you might come to realize breaking 
even over that time wasn’t so bad after all. 

Johnny, the shortest distance between 
where you are and your 昀椀rst $1 million 
to $5 million in net worth is getting your 
house paid o昀昀. After that, load 15% to 20% 

of your income into a serious retirement 
plan. And by that, I don’t mean playing 
昀椀nancial footsie with some little broker-
age account. Investing in good, growth 
stock mutual funds with a proven track 
record of at least 10 years is a proven way 
to build wealth the right way.

I’m sure you can 昀椀nd someone on Tik-
Tok telling you to do the exact opposite 
of what I’m suggesting. But you won’t 
昀椀nd that kind of advice coming from real 
millionaires. 

— Dave
* Dave Ramsey is an eight-time national 

bestselling author, personal 昀椀nance expert and 
host of “The Ramsey Show.” He has appeared 
on “Good Morning America,” “CBS This 
Morning,” “Today,” Fox News, CNN, Fox 
Business and many more. Since 1992.

Dave has helped people take control of 
their money, build wealth and enhance their 
lives. He also serves as CEO for the company 
Ramsey Solutions.

A Week of 
Hearings

Many times, I get questions as to what an average week 
is like for me. In this column I thought I’d review a recent 
week of committee action.

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
 My 昀椀rst hearing was in the Energy Subcommittee of En-

ergy and Commerce, to discuss recent decisions made by 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) centered 
on the Biden Administration’s rush-to-green agenda and 
in turn, putting our grid reliability at risk. Commissioners 
from FERC testi昀椀ed, including my friend Mark Christie. 
Christie testi昀椀ed to the importance of dispatchable energy, 
or energy that is not dependent on the weather to run like 
coal and natural gas, to our electrical grid as there is less 
concern about its reliability. 

Christie tes-
ti昀椀ed to the 
fact that one of 
our country’s 
biggest prob-
lems right now 
is that we are 
losing exist-
ing generating 
capacity, that 

could be running, due to the Administration’s focus on 
green energy. The EPA recently announced a set of new 
rules aimed at closing coal and natural gas power plants 
around the country. 

 
Improving our Preparedness and Response
 My second hearing, in the Health Subcommittee of 

Energy and Commerce, examined ways for our country 
to improve our preparedness and response to hazards and 
public health threats. I spoke to witnesses about the need 
for our federal agencies to better coordinate for better ef-
昀椀ciency and transparency. For example, a company in my 
district had a contract, facilitated by the Department of 
Health and Human Services, to produce both nitrile buta-
diene rubber, the main ingredient in disposable gloves, as 
well as the 昀椀nished gloves. 

 They were told to submit two separate proposals to both 
the Department of Defense and the Assistant Secretary for 
Preparedness and Response (or ASPR). Due to a lack in 
communication between agencies and a lapse in transpar-
ency, the company has only received partial funding and 
has had to halt construction on their manufacturing facili-
ty, leaving my district with hundreds of acres unused land 
and a half-built manufacturing facility.

 This is unacceptable. When requiring multi-agency ap-
proval, the government must be able to work together, not 
stand in the way of new projects.

 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
 My third hearing, in the Energy Subcommittee, focused 

on nuclear energy and the Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion’s e昀昀orts to ensure that as we expand our nuclear foot-
print, our country has e昀케cient and predictable regulation 
of nuclear energy. I asked each of our witnesses what the 
timeline for early site permitting would be, during which 
the NRC would determine if a site had the appropriate 
geography for a nuclear plant, particularly small modular 
nuclear reactors, and it would be safe to build. 

 All of the witnesses agreed that the current timetable to 
issue these permits is 24 months, with one commission-
er stating that they could do it in less time. All witnesses 
con昀椀rmed that the NRC is committed to being as e昀케cient 
as possible so that projects could move ahead in a timely 
fashion. 

 
NanoSonic
My fourth Energy and Commerce hearing, in the Health 

Subcommittee, focused on access to care. I spoke to one 
witness, Kevin O’Connor of the International Association 
of Fire Fighters, about current work being done to improve 
昀椀re 昀椀ghter gear, speci昀椀cally lowering PFAS toxins in the 
gear. While they are e昀昀ective 昀椀re-resistant chemicals, 
PFAS have been shown to cause cancer, liver damage, and 
increased risk of asthma, among others health issues. 

 I suggested he reach out to the company NanoSonic, 
which makes 昀椀re gloves with 昀氀exible, 昀椀re-resistant 昀椀-
berglass, instead of using PFAS. A number of years ago, 
I toured their facility in Pembroke, Virginia, and experi-
enced 昀椀rsthand the capability of the gloves. Wearing one, 
I put my hand over a blowtorch without feeling anything.

House Administration Hearing
There was also a House Administration hearing in their 

Oversight Subcommittee during the week. The Subcom-
mittee held the 昀椀rst-ever congressional hearing with the 
O昀케ce of Congressional Ethics (OCE). OCE reviews al-
legations of misconduct against House members, o昀케cers, 
and sta昀昀.

Field Hearing on Grid Security
Further, the Energy Subcommittee held a 昀椀eld hearing 

in Pinehurst, North Carolina on how to enhance our coun-
try’s grid security. I questioned witnesses about how to 
ensure a strong grid and supply chain. Members also saw 
an actual location where a well-trained marksman took out 
the power for more than 40,000 customers in one location 
in North Carolina.

During this week, along with committee action, I had 
numerous meetings and votes on the 昀氀oor. So, I hope this 
helps answer the question as to what I generally do in 
Committee during a week in Washington.

The American Civil War was catego-
rized as the War between the North and 
the South; the “D--n Yankees” against the 
“Johnny Rebs”.  Bitterness and di昀昀ering 
opinions ripped families apart, destroyed 
economies and killed 620,000 soldiers 
between 1861 and 1865.  (This amounts to 
the total American fatalities combined in 
the Revolutionary War, the War of 1812, 
the Mexican-American War, the Span-
ish-American War, WWI, WWII and the 
Korean War!)

America was a divided nation, just as the 
nation of Israel had been during the days 
of Isaiah the Prophet. Israel had been a 
mighty and wealthy nation but had strayed 
from God; and split into two separate 
kingdoms: Israel in the north and Judah in 
the South.  

Instead of immediately destroying them, 
God showed them grace and instructed Isa-
iah to persuade them to put aside their evil 
ways and return to justice and righteous-
ness.  If they did that, God would forgive 
them and restore them.  

The book of Isaiah 1:18 records the con-
versation:  “Come now, and let us reason 
together.  Though your sins are like scarlet, 
they shall be clean as snow; though they 
are red like crimson, they shall be white as 
wool.”

Israel and America share some Biblical 
patterns.  Israel was created by a Covenant 
between the Lord and Abram (later his 
name and identity was changed to Abra-
ham which means “Father of multitudes or 
Father of nations”).  Through him and his 
descendants, God said all nations would be 
blessed.

America was founded by Christians who 
had a desire to share the Gospel with the 
world; and thereby blessing them.  The 
May昀氀ower Compact is one example of a 

One Nation
Under God

By Danielle Reid

Pull From Stocks and 
Put Toward Mortgage?

Covenant between God and the American 
people.  Massachusetts Bay Colony Gov-
ernor, John Winthrop, declared: “We must 
consider that we shall be as a city upon a 
hill, the eyes of all people are upon us; so 
that if we shall deal falsely with our God in 
this work we have undertaken and so cause 
Him to withdraw his present help from 
us, we shall be made a story and by-word 
thoughout the world.”  

Our Founding documents honor God 
and His sacred principles of life, freedom, 
justice and righteousness.  They have been 
a beacon to the nations of the world and a 
shining light of hope for desperate people.

However, not everyone sees America in 
that light.  There are individuals who are 
trying to discredit America. Employing 
Marxist techniques, they are using our me-
dia and educational system to indoctrinate 
our children and teach them to hate the 
country that has blessed so many others. 
They are attempting to cause a cataclysmic 
division in our culture that will be extreme-
ly di昀케cult to overcome.

But if we listen to God’s words as 
written in Isaiah, repent of our rebellious 
attitudes and turn back to Him, perhaps our 
beloved nation will be spared the sorrow of 
another cultural civil war.  This word is for 
We the People – whether you believe it is 
the other side’s fault and not yours.

Come, Let us reason together as one na-
tion, united under one 昀氀ag and under God.



tern. It’s hard to see any principle 
by which other groups should be 
excluded. By the time it’s all said 
and done, the thing could look like 
a Sherwin-Williams fan deck, if it 
doesn’t already.

Like the LBGTQ+ cause gener-
ally, the 昀氀ag has become increas-
ingly esoteric and obsessed with 
identity politics -- there’s always 
another letter or another stripe. 
But what better representation of 
a movement that has gone down 
the rabbit holes of such bizarre 
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Lowery

causes as insisting that males com-
pete in women’s sports and minors 
get life-altering “gender-a昀케rming 
care” that other advanced coun-
tries are turning away from as a 
terrible mistake?

Yet, it 昀氀ies everywhere as though 
it were a quasi-national 昀氀ag with 
universal popular assent. Even 
U.S. government buildings here at 
home and U.S. embassies abroad 
are bedecked with the 昀氀ag. If Re-
publicans ever get uni昀椀ed control 
of government, they should ban 

T.A.’s ProduceT.A.’s Produce
T.A.’s T.A.’s 

ProduceProduce
North Carolina strawberr ies and Nor th Carolina strawberr ies and 

Southern Sweet CantaloupesSouthern Sweet Cantaloupes

and Watermelons.and Watermelons.

Vine Ripe Red & Heir loom Tomatoes, Vine Ripe Red & Heir loom Tomatoes, 

apples, citrus, N.Y. cabbage, turnips, apples, citrus, N.Y. cabbage, turnips, 

Georgia Vidalia onions, pickling Georgia Vidalia onions, pickling 

cucumbers and more cucumbers and more 

fresh veggies.fresh veggies.

Open Monday  - Saturday 9 a.m.-6 p.m.Open Monday  - Saturday 9 a.m.-6 p.m.

Unless inclement weather.Unless inclement weather.

We appreciate your business!We appreciate your business!

540-674-4233540-674-4233

Route 11 - DublinRoute 11 - Dublin

this practice. The government 
shouldn’t be promoting boutique 
causes, and we already have a 
昀氀ag that includes everyone, that 
doesn’t require constant ideolog-
ical makeover, and that isn’t an 
eyesore.

The Stars and Stripes should 
be su昀케cient for this and every 
month.

Rich Lowry is editor of the 
National Review.

Equine Report

Slaughter sisters take 
laurels at St. Jude rodeo
By Donald Trausneck
The Patriot Equine Reporter

            
It was a successful afternoon 

for the Slaughter sisters of Wil-
lis (Floyd County) Sunday as 
they joined several hundred cow-
girls and cowboys from all over 
Southwest Virginia at the St. 
Jude Rodeo Extravaganza bar-
rels event in Dublin.

Alison Slaughter, who was the 
2022 National Barrel Horse As-
sociation Youth 3D Champion, 
rode her horse Hanna to third 
place in the Teen 3D event and 
昀椀fth in Open 3D.

Marlee Slaughter on Hanna 
was the Reserve 2D Champion.

Jasie Marie Slaughter rode 
Cotton and was the Youth 3D 
Champion.

A 16-year-old homeschooled 
high schooler, Alison has been 
riding most of her life. “I started 
riding when I got my 昀椀rst pony at 
my 昀椀rst Christmas in 2007,” she 
said. “I was ten months old. My 
dad (Jason Slaughter), my mom 
(Alicia Slaughter), grandma and 
grandpa (Debbie and Tommy 
Slaughter) taught me the most in 
my early years of riding.

“My favorite memory is when 
I bought my very 昀椀rst barrel 
horse at nine years old. She won 
me many buckles and trophies. 
She is still going strong at 30 
years, teaching other little girls 
how to ride.

“I think the best part of riding 
is the relationship you get with 
your horse. I also love working 
with babies, they are so much 
fun, willing to try anything and 
do anything you ask them.”

A devout Christian, Alison 
likes to quote and live by scrip-
ture from Philippians 4:13, “I 
can do all things through Christ 
who strengthens me.” She said, 

“I tend to look to that verse the 
most when I’m struggling with my 
horses and life.”

The Slaughter sisters make a 
unique trio of excellent riders and 
Alison enjoys the opportunity to 
ride with them and compete with 
them.

“I love spending time with them 
and see them improve,” Alison 
said. “Marlee is determined and 
loves to try new things. Jasie Ma-
rie and Cotton have improved so 
much the past two years.

“They are a great team. I’m very 
proud of Marlee and Jasie Marie, 
they are the best sisters a girl could 
ever ask for.”

NOTE: Weather permitting, the 
New River Valley Horse Show is 
scheduled for Saturday at the Fair-
grounds in Dublin. Start time is 10 
a.m. with barrel racing.

(Anyone sponsoring or hosting 
an equine event in Pulaski County 
or the surrounding area, and any-
one with information about our 
local competitive riders, may sub-
mit their information to dtfuller-
horses@yahoo.com and it will be 
included in this column.)

Upcoming Events
June 23 – Barrels event, R&R 

Arena, Chilhowie.
June 23-24 – Kanawha Valley 

Horse Show.
June 24 – New River Valley 

Horse Show, Fairgrounds in Dub-
lin.

June 24 – Tazewell Horse Show, 
Je昀昀 Hill Memorial.

June 25 – Precious Valley Farms 
Series, Elliston.

July 1 – IBRA meet, Saltville.
July 7-8 – Galax Pro Rodeo, 

Felts Park.
July 8 – Barrels event, JM Sta-

bles, Wytheville.
July 14-15 – Billingsway Arena 

Monthly Rodeo Series, Crockett.

Photo by Donald Trausneck
Alison Slaughter of Willis rides Hanna to a strong third-place 昀椀nish in the Teen 3D event at the St. 
Jude Rodeo Extravaganza barrels event last Sunday in Dublin.

Photo of pollen covered 
bee wins club’s contest

A bee on the Rose of Sharon 
昀氀ower in Rebecca Harris’ Rad-
ford backyard won the Radford 
Photo Club’s June photo contest 
in the Flower category. Robert 
Daniels of Snowville won the 
open category with his photo of 
a Japanese maple tree.

Presenter Aileen Fletcher 
gave a talk on Nature photog-
raphy, with an assignment for 
the Wednesday July 19 meeting 
at the Radford Public Library. 
Fletcher is a professional photog-
rapher who retired recently from 
New River Community College. 
Her work is on display at the Fine 
Arts Center for the New Riv-
er Valley in Pulaski, along with 
photos from other club members.

The Radford Photo Club is 
made up of professional and 
amateur photographers from 
throughout the New River Valley. 

Meetings, events, and outings are 
open to the public. The July photo 
contest is Independence, plus an 
open category. And participants 
can request feedback on other 
photos.

If you have questions, email 
Lucy Gilmore at lucyg.gilmore@
gmail.com or Michele Borgarelli 
at mborgarelli@gmail.com
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STORE CLOSING!
15%  OFF FABRICS!

(Clearance Not Included)
Through June 24

Ms. Audr e' s Fabr icsMs. Audr e' s Fabr ics
206 Main Street • Nar rows, Va.

(540) 921-2042

Open 10-6 Tues. - Fr iday, 10-4 Saturday

PET OF THE W EEKPET OF THE W EEK

Pulaski County Animal Control, 
80 Dublin Park Rd.

Dublin, VA 24084,  540-674-8359

Pet of the Week
Is Sponsored Each 

Week By
Todd Bruce, Mgr. 
Seagle Funeral 

Home

Monday-Fr iday 
10AM-4PM and 10AM-12Noon on Saturday

Meet Poppy! Poppy is 
a 2-3 year old female 
pit mix who goes 
crazy over going on a 
walk! She is very treat 
motivated and would 
bene昀椀t greatly from 
some training. Poppy 
will need to live in 
a cat free home and 
would need to meet 
any future roommates 
prior to her adoption.

Payton Hancock: Like Father, Life Daughter
By GARRETT SAYRE
Public A昀昀airs O昀케cer
New River Valley Flotilla-83

Payton Hancock spent years 
operating with the U.S. Coast 
Guard Auxiliary. She is a mem-
ber of the New River Valley 
Flotilla. 

While she was in college she 
earned many Coast Guard qual-
i昀椀cations, such as boat crew, 

ultimately rising to unit leader 
of the Auxiliary University Pro-
gram and participating in the 
Core of Cadets. She even com-
pleted an exciting aviation in-
ternship at Elizabeth City Coast 
Guard Air Station where she got 
to 昀氀y along on missions in heli-
copters over the beaches and wa-
ters of the Atlantic. 

She did all of this while ob-
taining her degree in mechani-

cal engineering (with academic 
excellence) from Virginia Tech. 
It was all this that made her a 
valuable acquisition as a com-
missioned o昀케cer. So the Coast 
Guard decided to give her a di-
rect commission. On June 20th 
she started her career as an of-
昀椀cer, and her dad, Commander 
Richard Hancock, USCG, Ret., 
had the authority and o昀케cially 
commissioned her. 

Payton Hancock grew up in a 
military family with her dad as 
a Coast Guard pilot. Her father 
would also take the family on 
private 昀氀ights to see Payton’s 
grandmother. Sitting in the cock-
pit with her father as a little girl 
she knew that she too wanted to 
join the Coast Guard or the Navy 
and become a pilot. She is for-
tunate to have been selected for 
a direct commission in the Coast 
Guard with a 3-year active duty 
obligation. She will now attend 
a 5-week o昀케cer indoctrination 
program in New London, Con-
necticut. The next step will be 
to apply for Aviation. She has al-
ready received her private pilot’s 
license with 120 hours of 昀氀ight 
time. She would like to 昀氀y heli-
copters for the Coast Guard. She 
is very interested in the human-
itarian and life-saving missions 
that the Coast Guard conducts, 
especially via their Aviation 
branch. If Payton gets selected 
for her dream job it will increase 
her military      obligation to 6 
years. She had also considered 
applying for the Naval Academy 
and becoming a Naval aviator. 
After having a heart-to-heart 
with her dad and comparing the 
pros and cons of her career goals 
and her family goals she decided 
to choose the Coast Guard.  She 
would also like to have a family 
with children, and she realizes 
that the demanding deployment 
schedule of a carrier pilot in the 
United States Navy might make 
it di昀케cult to maintain a balance 
in both her personal and her pro-
fessional life.

It is interesting to note that 
Coast Guard Auxiliary member-
ship is open to anyone of good 
character age 17 and up. There 
are, otherwise, no age or physi-
cal restrictions. In June of 1939 
by an act of Congress the Coast 
Guard Auxiliary was created (it 
was originally called the Coast 
Guard Reserve). The Auxilia-
ry University Program is for 
college and university students 
seeking to gain a commission. 
If you are interested in joining, 
please contact us at: uscgauxn-
rv@gmail.com

Payton Hancock in front of a Coast Guard H-60 at Air Station 
Elizabeth City where she served a summer internship.

Payton Hancock

Firing “The Skipper” at a Tech football game vs. UNC.
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FORT CHISWELLFORT CHISWELL
SEW & VACSEW & VAC

Specializing In Sewing Machine and 

Vacuum Cleaner Sales & Service

We Are Now AWe Are Now A  JANOMEJANOME  

SEWING MACHINE OUTLET CENTERSEWING MACHINE OUTLET CENTER!!

787 Fort Chiswell Road, Max Meadows, Va. 24360 
(Across From Fort Chiswell High School)

276-637-3139
Open Tues.-Fri. 10-5 and Sat. 10-1

Over 

50 Years

Experience

We Have Riccar, Miele, Simplicity Vaccums and More
Household and Commercial

There are a wide variety of 
nonpro昀椀ts participating this year, 
including organizations focused 
on areas such as education, arts 
and culture, poverty, animals, 
civic a昀昀airs, health, the environ-
ment, and more. These nonprof-
its serve the counties of Floyd, 
Giles, Montgomery, Pulaski, and 
Wythe as well as the city of Rad-
ford.

This year’s generous sponsors 
of GiveLocalNRV are: Nation-
al Bank of Blacksburg, Atlan-
tic Union Bank, First Bank and 
Trust, Carilion New River Valley 
Medical Center, Carter Bank and 
Trust, Olio Financial Planning, 
Automation Creations, Inc., Leg-
acy Builders NRV, Meridian Bird 
Removal, Virginia Community 
Capital, Brown, Edwards, and 
Co. LLP, Jim and Sue McAlister, 
5 Points Creative, Buzz4Good, 
NRV Magazine, and Wordsprint.

 A full list of the organizations 
registered for this year’s event 
can be found at givelocalnrv.
org. Additionally, participating 
nonpro昀椀ts are holding events in 
celebration of the giving day. De-
tails on those events can be found 
below and at givelocalnrv.org.

Before the Giving Day

Thursday, June 22
Donation Pint Night at Moon 

Hollow & Millstone Kitchen 
Open House 

4 - 8 p.m. at 4237 Prices Fork 
Rd. Blacksburg

Learn more about Live, Work, 
Eat, Grow (LWEG)’s kitchen 
and community garden programs 
while enjoying a pint from Moon 
Hollow Brewing while sampling 
snacks from Millstone business 
members. $1 of every pint will 
be donated to LWEG. 

Saturday, June 24
Springhouse’s Floyd 5K: 

Move to Live 
8 – 10 a.m. at Town of Floyd
The scenic 3.1 mile route 

through downtown Floyd weaves 
through neighborhoods, back 
roads, and an in-town trail that 
loops back to the Floyd Country 
Store for refreshments, music, 
and fun! Advance sign-up is re-
quired to participate.

On the Giving Day, Wednes-
day, June 28

The June Bug Center’s Day of 
Events

9:30 a.m. – 8:15 p.m. at 251 
Parkway Lane, Floyd

The June Bug Center has a full 
day of events for all ages planned 
for GiveLocalNRV. From yoga to 
a noon open house to a ukulele 
jam, they have something for ev-
eryone.

YMCA at VT’s GiveLocal Day 
Lunch Date at Next Door Bake 
Shop! 

12 – 2 p.m. at 460 Turner St 
NW, Ste 204 Blacksburg

Next Door Bake Shop is of-
fering a percentage lunch for the 
YMCA at Virginia Tech! Stop by 
anytime from 12 – 2 p.m. and 
20% of your purchases will be 
donated to the YMCA at VT. 

YMCA at VT Happy Hour(s)! 
at Iron Tree Brewing 

3 – 9 p.m. at 5 Roanoke St., 
Christiansburg

Iron Tree is o昀昀ering a percent-
age day for the YMCA at Virginia 
Tech! Stop by anytime from 3 – 9 
p.m. and 20% of your purchases 
will be donated to the YMCA at 
VT. 

Literacy Volunteers of the New 
River Valley #GiveLocalNRV 
Open House 

3 – 6 pm at 195 W. Main Street, 
Christiansburg, VA

Come by the LVNRV Learning 
Center to help celebrate literacy 
superheroes!! Bring the whole 
family to spin the prize wheel, 
grab some free children’s books, 
and enjoy superhero cupcakes. 
They’ll have face painting, give-
aways, and more!

 
Old Church Gallery’s House 

Party
4 – 7 p.m. at 110 Wilson St, 

Floyd
View the exhibit of early Floyd 

County photos taken by Rich-
ard and Gertrude Shank, enjoy 
live music accompanied by R.O. 
Slusher’s dancing dolls, view the 
Gallery’s permanent collections, 
and mingle with friendly folks. 

Handmade Music School - 
GiveLocalNRV Performance & 
Fundraiser 2023 

Starting at 5 p.m. at The Floyd 
Country Store at 206 S. Locust St, 
Floyd

Join us for an evening of free 
performances by Handmade Mu-
sic School students and teachers 
to celebrate the community that 
gathers around the Floyd Coun-
try Store’s music and dance tradi-
tions. The event is free to attend, 
donations welcome.

Montgomery Museum of Art & 
History’s GiveLocalNRV Bash 

5 – 7 p.m. at 4 E. Main St. 
Christiansburg

The Montgomery Museum of 
Art & History will be hosting 
a Give Local NRV Bash with 
drinks, food, and live music. 

GiveLocalNRV Pulaski County 
at Calfee Park

Starting at 5:30 p.m. at the Pu-
laski River Turtles’ Calfee Park 
Pavilion

700 S Washington Ave, Pulaski
Cheer on the Pulaski River 

Turtles, socialize, and support a 
variety of Pulaski County organi-
zations that make a di昀昀erence in 
our community. Ball game tickets 
required for this event. 

Pilot InSpire - Mindfulness of 
Singing

5:30 - 8 p.m. at InStill Mind-
fulness, 246 N Washington Ave, 
Suite E, Pulaski

Join this session led by Dr. De-
nise Bernardini (author of Mind-
fulness of Singing) on how to 
connect mindfully to your very 
own instrument – your voice. We 
will tap into breathing, movement, 
humming and singing, as a means 
to be present, create intentions, 
and calm the nervous system. 

Continued from Page A5

Give

Midki昀昀 Recognized For 
Book Publication
Pulaski County Public Schools is proud to recognize Amanda Midki昀昀 
for the publication of “Where the Crops Never Fail.” Amanda is a sec-
ond grade teacher at Riverlawn Elementary School and former teacher 
at Critzer Elementary. She wrote this book for her boys when they were 
growing up and has now thankfully decided to share it with the rest of us. 
“’Where the Crops Never Fail’ is a fantastic story about the complexities 
of family life told through plain, honest, Appalachian prose. It is part love 
story, part action-adventure, part history lesson, and part fable. Amanda 
Midki昀昀’s characters and dialogue caused me to feel I was visiting the 
family of my childhood. It was an immensely enjoyable visit.”-Dr. Kevin 
Siers, Superintendent, Pulaski County Public Schools

Pulaski County Public Schools photo
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BISHOPBISHOP

INSURANCEINSURANCE

• AutoAuto

• HomeHome

• MedicalMedical

SupplementalSupplemental

• Final• Final

ExpensesExpenses

540-443-3900540-443-3900
1999 South Main Street, Suite 500C1999 South Main Street, Suite 500C

Blacksburg, VA 24060Blacksburg, VA 24060
www.bishopins.netwww.bishopins.net

Over 40 Years Experience • Free Estimates

Stuart’s Body Shop

6th Annual Gusto with GRAPeJAM a success
By WILLIAM PAINE
The Patriot

The 6th Annual Gusto with 
GRAPeJAM occurred as adver-
tised this past Saturday June, 17 
at the Rockhouse Marina. 

The weather was just right for 
racing. Sunny skies were accom-
panied by a slowly rising breeze 
that brought temps into the high 
sixties. Before the clock struck 
9 a.m., SUVs bearing paddle 
boards began entering the mari-
na with several racers hurriedly 
exiting their vehicles to register 
before the scheduled 10 a.m. 
start of this year’s Gusto.

Knowing there is, inevitably, 
a rush of same day registrants, 
we had no illusions of start-
ing the race precisely at 10. We 
merely wanted participants to be 
race ready by ten because before 
starting the competition, I need-
ed to give pre-race instructions 
and then sing “All Hail the Gus-
to” … and then pray a little.

This year’s Gusto consisted 
of three races. The Master Class 
paddle board race sent competi-
tors 2.25 miles up Peak Creek to 
a bright orange buoy set in the 
shallows of Peak Creak. Paddlers 
were required to round the buoy, 
as fast and as best they could, be-
fore heading downstream.

Six of the 21 registered Gusto 
racers entered the 4.5-mile Mas-
ter Class race. Thirteen paddle 
boarders chose the Bona Fide 
race, which requires paddlers to 
round the furthest upstream stan-
chion of the I-81 bridge before 
heading back to the 昀椀nish. 

Paddlers in the Kahuna Kayak 
Competition started a few min-
utes later but followed the same 
course as the Bona Fide racers. 
The docks at Mountain 2 Island 
served as the 昀椀nish line for all 
three competitions.

After instructions were given, 
and with the expressed purpose 
of providing motivation to the 
racers, I performed the theme 
song of the event, “All Hail the 
Gusto.” After this musical in-
terlude had su昀케ciently roused 
the spirits of those gathered for 
the occasion, visiting evangelist 
Greg Krupey (my wife’s uncle) 
was called to read the invocation. 

The prayer, which was brief 

Photo by Juliana Paine
All 21 racers of the 6th Annual Gusto with GRAPeJAM gathered for a group photo immediately after the race. Racers ranged in age 
from 13 to 71 years old!

yet poignant, included a special 
thanks to the Lord for the beauti-
ful weather. Thanks was well war-
ranted. Not every Gusto happens 
under sunny skies, as was the case 

for the very 昀椀rst Gusto at Gate-
wood Park in 2018, when the rain 
came down in sheets for the 昀椀rst 
45 minutes of the contest. 

By about 10:25 a.m., all Gus-

to racers had their paddle boards 
and kayaks lined up behind the 
white buoy nearest the Rockhouse 

Photo by Becky Smith 
From left: Bob Pilch, William Paine, Colton Richardson , James Paine, Faith Smith, Sally French 
and Aiden Richardson. GRAPeJAM students and their instructors played a few tunes after the race. 
Renditions of Bile them Cabbage Down, Old Joe Clark and Bu昀昀alo gals were all on the song list, as 
well as a slightly adjusted version of Country Roads and the ever-popular song of the season, “Clay-
tor Lakers.”

See GUSTO, page B4

Berry to 
take over 
Harvick’s 
ride in ‘24

KANNAPOLIS, N.C.  – One 
of the most coveted seats in the 
NASCAR Cup Series has been 
昀椀lled.

 Stewart-Haas Racing (SHR) 
has named Josh Berry the driver 
of its No. 4 Ford Mustang in the 
NASCAR Cup Series beginning 
with the 2024 season. He will re-
place the retiring Kevin Harvick, 
whose 23-year Cup Series career 
will come to an end following the 
season 昀椀nale Nov. 5 at Phoenix 
Raceway.

 “I can’t imagine a better op-
portunity for me – to get in a 
car that’s been as successful and 
iconic as the No. 4,” Berry said. 
“Kevin is a future NASCAR Hall 
of Famer, and it’s going to be a 
challenge trying to come after 
someone so successful. But I 
know I’m going to have an amaz-
ing group of people around me, 
led by Rodney Childers, to where 
we can hit the ground running.”

 Harvick and his crew chief, 
Childers, have combined for 37 
points-paying wins since their 
pairing in 2014, when they came 
out of the gate in impressive 
fashion by winning the 2014 Cup 
Series title.

 “We’re incredibly proud to 
have Josh Berry begin the next 
chapter of his racing career in 
our No. 4 Ford Mustang,” said 
Tony Stewart, co-owner of SHR 
with Haas Automation founder 
Gene Haas. “Kevin Harvick has 
obviously set a very high bar, but 
Josh brings maturity, experience 
and, above all, a winning record 
to Stewart-Haas Racing. He is the 
right driver, at the right time, for 
the No. 4 team and our organiza-
tion.”

 Berry currently competes in 
the NASCAR X昀椀nity Series, the 
stepping-stone division to the 
elite Cup Series. The 32-year-old 
from Hendersonville, Tennes-
see, is a 昀椀ve-time X昀椀nity Series 
race winner who advanced to the 
Championship 4 in 2022. Berry’s 
on-track exploits have made him 
the go-to solution for Cup Se-
ries teams in need of an interim 
driver. He has already made 10 
Cup Series starts, highlighted by 
a second-place 昀椀nish April 2 at 
Richmond (Va.) Raceway while 
subbing for the injured Chase El-
liott.

 “Josh Berry has proven him-
self in the X昀椀nity Series and this 
year showed how quickly he can 
adapt to the cars and the level 
of competition in the NASCAR 
Cup Series,” said Greg Zipadelli, 
chief competition o昀케cer, SHR. 
“He’ll be a rookie in our race-
car next year, but he drives like 
a veteran. He puts in the work 
to ensure that he’s always ready 
for the opportunities that come 
his way, and we’re very happy 

See BERRY, page B3
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35+ Years

Of Friendly
Professional

Service
(540) 980-1117

Corner of 5th Street & Washington Ave., Pulaski

Wayne McGlothlin, Broker   540-616-4587  
Pat Farmer 540-320-4698      

SERVICING THE ENTIRE NEW RIVER VALLEY & CLAYTOR LAKE
RESIDENTIAL. COMMERCIAL. PROPERTY MANAGEMENT.

THINKING OF A CAREER CHANGE? COME WORK WITH THE HOMETOWN TEAM

hometownpulaski@gmail.com

Home Town 
Realty

List Your Real Estate For Sale With Me
• 51 Years of Experience. 

• Principle Broker at McCraw Real Estate 
in Radford. 

• Top Producer. 
• Knows Real Estate Values. 

• State Licensed Auctioneer for 37 Years.  
 • Thousand of Homes Sold. 

I can sell your Home, Farm or 
Land for you! 

REALTOR and Member of New River Val-
ley Multiple Listing Service. I o昀昀er the Best 
Real Estate Service you can 昀椀nd.  Call me! 
Terry McCraw today at (540) 320-5200.

www.insurancecenterofdublin.com

543 East Main Street
Dublin, VA 24084 • 540-674-4678

See Us For All Your 
Auto, Home, Life, Business Insurance 

and Medicare Plans!

CALLCALL

540-838-1915540-838-1915
ISA Certi昀椀ed ArboristISA Certi昀椀ed Arborist

HELP WANTED

WBLB 107.5 FM and 1340 Am is 
looking for a person to do o昀케ce 
and computer work. Very 昀氀exible 
schedule and hours. Also a sales 
person. You set your days and 
hours. Good pay. Call 540-980-
3411. If no answer, please leave 
a message and phone number. We 
will get back to you ASAP.

YARD SALES

Community-Wide Yard Sale – 
Bradley Ridge Apartments on 
Hatcher Road in Dublin, July 1, 
7 a.m. to ??? Lots of everything. 
Plenty of Parking.

Garage Sale: Rain or Shine. Fri-
day, June 23 and Saturday, June 
24 (Community Day). 6274 
Stoneridge Drive, Dublin.

Church Indoor Yard Sale – Fri-
day, June 23 NS Saturday, June 
24 from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. every-
thing from A to Z. Will have food, 
including hotdogs, chips, drinks 
and homemade candies. 6330 
Courtney Lane, Dublin.

Yard Sale- Friday & Saturday, 
June 23-24. 5504 Lyons Rd, 
Newbern
Clothes, books, household, etc 
7:30a-2:30p

American Legion Auxiliary and 
American Legion Post 58 will 
be having huge yard sale Rain or 
Shine @ 408 E. Main Street Dub-
lin,Va Friday 6/23 and Saturday 
6/24th from 7:00 am until 3:00 
pm. Guys will be grilling hotdogs 
and ladies having a bake sale 
All proceeds go to the Post and 
Auxiliary to help veterans and 
families in need. Please come and 
Support your veterans.

Indoor Yard Sale – Flea Market 
Event

June 24 from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.
UAW Union Hall

5110 Cougar Trail Road
Dublin

Sponsored by the Women’s Com-
mittee of UAW Local 2069, the 
event is held to collect funds for 
projects that will provide help 
within the local community. To 
participate in this event, contact 
Tena Simpkins at 540-599-1682. 
Vendor spaces are on a 昀椀rst come 
– 昀椀rst serve basis and are not 
guaranteed until payment is re-
ceived. 

For Sale: For sale by owner. Nice 
three bedroom mobile home with 
two baths and wood burning 昀椀re-
place. Inside like new, ready to 
move into. Stove, refrigerator, 
washer and dryer, sofa and chair 
stays. All appliances work. Out-
buildings, lots of storage. Home 
sits on over half-acre 昀氀at lot. Lo-
cated in a residential area – not 
a trailer park.  Quiet neighbor-
hood, not a drive-through street. 
Paved road, close to Route 100 
in the county near Dublin, close 
to Walmart. Big porch deck. 
$92,500. Call 540-629-9003.

House for Rent: 3 bedroom, 2 
bathrooms. Doublewide on one 
acre near Lighthouse Bridge, 
Pulaski.  No pets, no smoking. 
$1,000 per month. Call 540-616-
6181.

REAL ESTATE:

Two Burial vaults in Roselawn 
cemetery in Christiansburg. In-
cludes 2 vaults, 2 opening and 
closings and granite memorial 
base. $8,500 OR BEST OFFER
call (540)553-6700

Cemetery Plots for sale. Two each, 
side-by-side located in Highland 
Memory Gardens in Dublin. Lot 
No. 220, Block D, Units 1 and 2, 
Section 6 in Garden of the Gos-
pels. Call 336-858-8265.

For Sale - Burial plots at Highland 
Memory Gardens - Two adjoining 
plots, 2 steel vaults w/ installation 

fee - $4800 (current cost at HMG 
is $9570)  Call 309-333-6148.

For Sale - Burial plots at High-
land Memory Gardens - Two ad-
joining plots - $2300 (current cost 
at HMG is $4590)  Call 309-333-
6148.

For Sale: Cemetery plot for two 
people in Highland Memory Gar-
dens Mausoleum in Dublin. Ask-
ing $8,000. Paid $10,000 for them 
18 years ago.  Call 540-250-0264.

Cemetery plots for sale: Cemetery 
plots for sale at Highland Memo-
ry Gardens in the Garden of the 
Last Supper. Sold for  $2,895 
each, will sell for $800 each. Call 
210-416-7986.

For Sale: Graveyard plots at 
Highland Memory Gardens in 
Dublin. Two, side-by-side at Lot 
24, Block “D” unit 1 and 2 in 
the Masonic Garden. They sell 
for $2,695.00 each, will sell for 
$2,000 each. Call 540-674-9311.

WANTED

Wanted: Want to hire someone to 
repair a John Deere riding lawn 
mower. Can bring it to you. Call 
540-629-9003.

Wanted: Want to buy junk cars. 
Call 540-629-9003.

Wanted: Free 昀椀re wood. Call 540-
629-9003.

Seeking
Pastor

Cecil’s Chapel Church in 
Hiwassee, VA seeks a pastor 
with passion and commitment 
to grow a small, historically 
Methodist church, to better 
serve our congregation and 
community.  Part time to start, 
goal of full time.  Contract 
based.  Quali昀椀cations:  Pastor 
experience, record of inspir-
ing congregations, growing 
churches, a deep knowledge 
of God’s word and teaching 
the biblical truth. Contact 
(540) 250-4474 for more in-
formation or to apply. 

Classi昀椀ed Advertising Gets Results. 
540-808-3949
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AUCTIONS 

REAL ESTATE AUCTION. 
SATURDAY JUNE 24, 2023 - 
11:00AM. 64+- ACRES IN TWO 
TRACTS HOMESITE W/1576 
SF. BEAUTIFUL 5-ACRE 
POND AND TIMBER. 4108 
Sam Powell Dairy Rd -Roa-
noke Rapids, NC. Info: https://
www.stoneauctionandrealty.
com/auction-services Auction#: 
NCAL#561

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Ad-
vertise your upcoming auctions 
statewide and in other states. Af-
fordable Print and Digital Solu-
tions reaching your target audi-
ences. Call this paper or Landon 
Clark at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Now O昀昀ering Financing!  Ron-
nie Jenkins II Windows, Siding, 
Roo昀椀ng and Gutters!  FREE Es-
timates! Call 804-739-8207 for 
More Details! American Made 
Products!

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during 
utility power outages, so your 
home and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free quote to-
day! Call for additional terms and 
conditions. 1-877-636-0738

Replace your roof with the best 
looking and longest lasting ma-
terial – steel from Erie Metal 
Roofs! Three styles and multiple 
colors available. Guaranteed to 
last a lifetime! Limited Time Of-
fer - $500 Discount + Addition-
al 10% o昀昀 install (for military, 
health workers & 1st responders.) 
Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-844-
902-4611

Eliminate gutter cleaning forev-
er! LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 20% o昀昀 Entire 
Purchase. Plus 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-877-

614-6667

The bathroom of your dreams 
for as little as $149/month! BCI 
Bath & Shower. Many options 
available. Quality materials & 
professional installation. Senior 
& Military Discounts Available. 
Limited Time O昀昀er - FREE virtu-
al in-home consultation now and 
SAVE 15%! Call Today! 1-844-
945-1631

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. Now fea-
turing our FREE shower package 
and $1600 O昀昀 for a limited time! 
Call today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-877-591-9950

SERVICES

D I V O R C E - U n c o n t e s t -
ed, $475+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$295.00. No court ap-
pearance. Estimated completion 
time twenty-one days. Hilton Ol-
iver, Attorney (Facebook). 757-
490-0126. Se Habla Espanol. 
BBB Member. https://hiltonoli-
verattorneyva.com. 

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mo-
bility with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of Inogen 
One. Free information kit! Call 
888-608-4974

FREE high speed internet for those 
that qualify. Government program 
for recipients of select programs 
incl. Medicaid, SNAP, Housing 
Assistance, WIC, Veterans Pen-
sion, Survivor Bene昀椀ts, Lifeline, 
Tribal. 15 GB internet service. 
Bonus o昀昀er: Android tablet FREE 
with one-time $20 copay. Free 
shipping & handling. Call Maxsip 
Telecom today! 1-855-970-1995

Caring for an aging loved one? 
Wondering about options like se-
nior-living communities and in-
home care? Caring.com’s Family 
Advisors are here to help take the 
guesswork out of senior care for 
you and your family. Call for your 
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FREE, no-obligation consulta-
tion: 1-844-494-0682

LOCAL 
CLASSIFIEDS

Early Notice and Public Review of a Proposed Activity 
in a 100-Year Floodplain and Wetlands

To: All interested Agencies, Groups and Individuals

Revised Notice: This is to give notice that the New River Valley Regional Commission (NRVRC) under 
24 CFR part 58 has determined that the following proposed action under the Appalachian Regional 
Commission POWER grant program and the Department of Housing and Community Development 
Project (22-PW-02A) is located in the 100-year 昀氀oodplain and a riverine, and the NRVRC will be 
identifying and evaluating practicable alternatives to locating the action in the 昀氀oodplain/wetland and 
the potential impacts on the 昀氀oodplain/wetland from the proposed action, as required by both Executive 
Order 11988 and 11990, in accordance with HUD regulations at 24 CFR 55.20 Subpart C Procedures 
for Making Determinations on Floodplain Management and Protection of Wetlands. The proposed 
project area includes the development of a new concrete boat launch on the bank of the New River 
in Pulaski County o昀昀 Hazel Hollow Rd. The project area is approximately .81 acres, located entirely 
within the 100-year Floodplain and partially within a riverine. The project provides motorized and non-
motorized boat access to the New River at She昀昀ey Park, thus expanding the recreational opportunities 
for Pulaski County residents and tourists. This project will bene昀椀t the livability of our region and the 
burgeoning outdoor recreation economy. The Pulaski County boat launch at She昀昀ey Park is one of 
four new/enhanced boat launches that will extend the existing 37 miles of the New River Water Trail 
(Giles County) to the rest of the region, totaling 61 miles upon completion. The project includes several 
related components: construction of a boat launch, parking suitable for vehicles with trailers, and a foot 
path connecting Smith Farm Park (currently being developed). The project is located at 7422 Hazel 
Hollow Rd., New River, VA 24141.

There are three primary purposes for this notice. First, people who may be a昀昀ected by activities in 
昀氀oodplains/wetlands and those who have an interest in the protection of the natural environment 
should be given an opportunity to express their concerns and provide information about these areas. 
Commenters are encouraged to o昀昀er alternative sites outside of the 昀氀oodplain/wetland, alternative 
methods to serve the same project purpose, and methods to minimize and mitigate impacts. Second, 
an adequate public notice program can be an important public educational tool. The dissemination of 
information and request for public comment about 昀氀oodplains/wetlands can facilitate and enhance 
Federal e昀昀orts to reduce the risks and impacts associated with the occupancy and modi昀椀cation of these 
special areas. Third, as a matter of fairness, when the Federal government determines it will participate 
in actions taking place in 昀氀oodplains/wetlands, it must inform those who may be put at greater or 
continued risk.

Written comments must be received by the NRVRC at the following address on or before June 26, 
2023- New River Valley Regional Commission, 6580 Valley Center Drive Suite 124 Radford, VA 
24141 Attention: Kathleen Armstrong, Regional Planner II/Community Designer. A full description of 
the project may also be reviewed from 9 am to 5 pm at the above address and electronically by request. 
Comments may also be submitted via email at karmstrong@nrvrc.org.

Date: June 9, 2023

The Pulaski County Board of Supervisors intends to hold a Public 
Hearing beginning at 7:00 p.m., or soon thereafter as can be heard, 
on Monday, June 26, 2023, in the Supervisors Meeting Room of the 
County Administration Building, 143 Third Street, N.W., Suite 1, in 
the Town of Pulaski to receive citizens’ comments on the following 
matter:

1. Transfer of Tax Parcel 047-014-0000-001, 047-014-0000-
01A, 047-001-0000-023(“former Dublin Middle School 
Property”) from the Pulaski County Board of Supervisors 
to the Pulaski County Economic Development Authority. 

Comments may be presented orally or in writing via mail to above 
address, fax (540-980-7717), or e-mail to bos@pulaskicounty.org.  
A copy of the plat is available for public inspection from 8:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, at the County Administration 
Building, 143 Third Street, NW, in the Town of Pulaski or by 
phoning (540) 980-7705.

If you are a disabled individual and would like special auxiliary 
aids or services, please contact the County’s ADA Compliance 
O昀케cer at (540) 980-7800 (TDD accessible) or (540) 980-7705, ten 
(10) days prior to the above meeting date.  

Public Notice
Pulaski County

Board of Supervisors

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
Commonwealth of Virginia 
VA. CODE §§ 1-211.1; 8.01-316, -317, 20-104
Case No. CL23000263-00
Pulaski County Circuit Cour t
45 Third Street, NW, Ste. 101, Pulaski, VA 24301

JAMIE MIRANDA BUCHANAN V. BRIAN TIMOTHY 
BUCHANAN

The object of this suit is: OBTAIN A DIVORCE

It is ORDERED that BRIAN TIMOTHY BUCHANAN appear at 
the above-named court and protect his/her interests on or before 
AUGUST 10, 2023 at 1 p.m..

MAY 31, 2023                                                      Tr isha L. Alber t,
                                                                   Deputy Clerk

FOR SALE:  
MISCELLANEOUS

FOR SALE:  275 gallon oil tank 
$800 and Snapper push lawn 
mower 5hp Briggs $150 and PRO 
26 DR 昀椀eld and brush mower BS 
motor 14.5 hp.  Call 540-639-
6974

For Sale: Many pieces of Princess 
House Crystal, Home Interior pic-
tures, blankets, bed comforters 
and shower curtains. Call 540-
230-5386.

For Sale: All-electric 昀椀re place. 
53 inches long, dark cherry wood. 
Built-in shelves on each end with 
glass and wood doors. Remov-
able mantle. Excellent condition. 
Comes with remote. Moving – 
must sell. $150 or best o昀昀er. Call 
540-739-4818.

For Sale: All-leather couch with 
electric recliners and head rests 
on each end. 83 inches long. Very 
nice. Perfect condition. Had only 
2 months. $800. Call 540-739-
4818.

Pear shaped diamond ring, 14K 
yellow gold, size 7, price reduced 
to $475. Includes information 
card with details about the ring. 
Call 540-980-5361.

The Pulaski County Planning Commission will convene to review 
three (3) applications in July.  In accordance with the Code of 
Virginia, the Planning Commission will host four (4) public 
hearings beginning at 7:00 p.m. on TUESDAY, July 11, 2023 in 
the Board Room of the County Administration Building, 143 Third 
Street, NW, in the Town of Pulaski to receive comments about the 
applications as listed below;

1. Application by Susan Wells, to rezone the property from 
Low Density Residential (LR) to Agriculture (A), at Tax 
Map # 074-014-0000-0007 located at Raspberry Lane. 
Ingles District.

2. Application by Thompson & Litton on behalf of Mack 
Farmer, to rezone the property from Low Density 
Residential (LR) to Agriculture (A), at Tax Map # 038-
007-0000-0001,2 located at Hickman Cemetery Road, 
Cloyd District.

3. Application by Michael Urban III Vision Holdings 
LLC, to rezone the property from Commercial (CM) to 
Low Density Residential, at Tax Map # 048-008-0000-
0115,115A located at Lee Highway, Cloyd District.

The public can receive information and/or submit comments as part 
of the public hearing process, by using any one of the following 
methods; E-mail: msaunders@pulaskicounty.org Phone: 540-
980-7710 Regular Mail: Planning & Zoning Department, County 
of Pulaski, 143 Third Street, NW, Suite 1, Pulaski, VA 24301. In 
Person: By attending the meeting at the location listed. 

For disabled individuals who may require special auxiliary aids 
or services, the County will make reasonable accommodations 
available when requested. Contact the County’s ADA Compliance 
O昀케cer at (540) 980-7800 (TDD accessible) or (540) 980-7705, 
ten (10) days prior to the above meeting date to arrange for these 
special accommodations.

Public Notice
Pulaski County

Planning Commission

Classi昀椀eds Work!
Call Us Today
540-808-3949that his next opportunity is with 

Stewart-Haas Racing.”
 Just as Berry earned his 2024 

seat with SHR via strong and 
consistent performances in the 
X昀椀nity and Cup Series, Berry 
earned his spot in the X昀椀nity Se-
ries by dominating Late Model 
racing across a variety of grass-
roots series.

 While winning six Legend 
Cars championships as a teenag-
er, Berry also competed in iRac-
ing, and it was during online rac-
ing sessions where Berry caught 
the attention of Dale Earnhardt 
Jr. Earnhardt o昀昀ered a Late Mod-
el test to Berry and he seized the 
moment. Berry joined JR Mo-
torsports’ Late Model program 
in 2010 and soon delivered wins 

and championships, most notably 
the 2017 CARS Late Model Stock 
Tour championship and then the 
2020 NASCAR Weekly Racing 
Series championship.

 Earnhardt’s belief in Berry had 
been duly rewarded, so Earnhardt 
double-downed on his faith in 
Berry by promoting his protégé 
to one of JR Motorsports’ X昀椀nity 
Series entries, albeit on a limited 
schedule. In just his 13th career 
X昀椀nity Series start, Berry won 
on April 11, 2021 at Martinsville 
(Va.) Speedway. The site of one 
of Berry’s most prominent Late 
Model victories – the 2019 Valley-
Star Credit Union 300 – became 
the site of his breakthrough NA-
SCAR moment. A second X昀椀nity 
Series victory was earned on Sept. 
25 at Las Vegas Motor Speedway, 
setting the stage for a three-win 
campaign in 2022 where Berry 
competed for the championship in 

his 昀椀rst full-time season.   
 
After subbing for race-win-

ning drivers in the Cup Series, 
most notably Elliott and Alex 
Bowman, Berry will indeed get 
his own racecar in 2024, but one 
that has been driven for a decade 
by Harvick.

 
“Late Model racing is where 

I came from, and I think it’s the 
best place to learn and prepare to 
eventually race in the NASCAR 
Cup Series,” said Harvick, who 
is an ardent supporter of Late 
Model racing and its presence as 
a feeder system to NASCAR’s 
Truck, X昀椀nity and Cup Series. 
“Josh is a really good example, 
and probably the best and most 
recent example, of applying all 
that he’s learned in Late Models 
to what he’s doing in the X昀椀nity 
Series.

Continued from Page B1

Berry



Page B4 - The Patriot - June 23, 2023

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

docks, which served as the start-
ing line. 

When everyone declared them-
selves ready, I called the standard 
starting cues: “On your mark. Get 
Set. Go!”

What happened afterwards, I 
can’t rightly recall, as I was in-
stead concentrating on plunging 
my paddle in and out of the wa-
ter as fast as I could, while still 
somehow maintaining my bal-
ance.

I knew each of the Master 
Class paddlers by name and I 
knew they were all capable of 
paddling hard over long distanc-
es. I’ve learned from experience 
that you can’t lollygag at the be-
ginning of these contests if you 
hope to place in the top 昀椀ve and 
so I dug deep into each stroke.

The quick tempo of my paddle 
strokes propelled me to towards 
the front of the pack but as we 
rounded the 昀椀rst buoy, Brian 
Hartman, winner the Master 
Paddler title in last year’s Gusto, 
began edging ahead. From then 
on, it was all about trying to keep 
up with the Master Paddler and I 

Continued from Page B1

Gusto never looked back.
Unbeknownst to me, not every-

one had the best start.
“I was paddling backwards 

when the race started,” said Rick 
Groesbeck. “I lost 20 to 30 yards 
right at the beginning.”

David Meyer, who has placed 
in the top three in several previ-
ous Gusto events, began paddling 
downstream towards Claytor Lake 
after rounding the 1st buoy. 

“I was like, where’s that guy 
going?” Asked fellow competitor 
Jonathan Sweet.

“I thought, wait a minute, I 
can’t be in 昀椀rst place,” said Meyer. 
“Then I turned around and every-
body was turning the corner so I 
had to come back.”

The Old Route 100 bridge 
serves as the one-mile mark for the 
race and the I-81 Interstate bridge 
is one third of a mile upriver from 
there. By the time I reached the 
bridge, Hartman was at least 100 
feet upstream of me.

“That guy is so fast, it’s almost 
inconceivable,” I thought to my-
self. “I’m paddling like a machine 
with no lags and the Master Pad-
dler of 2022 just keeps distancing 
himself from me.”  

But you only do what you can 
do and all I could do was to keep 

paddling, while at the same time 
trying to avoid exerting myself to 
the point of collapse … a bad look 
at any race.

As we kept paddling, the beau-
tiful scenery of upper Peak Creek 
served as our backdrop. Upstream 
from Conrad’s Marine and the 
sheer cli昀昀s that can be seen from 
the Interstate bridge, the shore be-
comes thickly forested, giving this 
part of the creek a bucolic feel. 
As you progress further upstream, 
the stones forming the creek bed 
become distinctly visible, as the 
space between water level and 
creek bed diminishes.

Back at the Rockhouse Marina 
pier, Rick Groesbeck who was 
competing in the shorter Bona 
Fide race, was approaching the 
昀椀nish line.

“There was a point on the way 
back where I thought I’m getting a 
little bit tired but then I heard pad-
dle strokes behind me and I turned 
the corner and had a good burst of 
energy,” said Groesbeck, who was 
昀椀rst to cross the line to win the 
Bona Fide race.

This year’s Gusto did not in-
clude a senior classi昀椀cation, but 
Groesbeck, who recently celebrat-
ed his 72nd birthday, proved that 
there was no need for an age hand-
icap in this year’s contest.

“I was excited to 昀椀nally win a 
race,” said Rick - Bona Fide Ride 
-Groesbeck. “I 昀椀nished second 
twice in the Bona Fide and I’ve 
been practicing several days a 
week to improve my skill.”

Spencer Rygas came in a close 
second to Groesbeck in the Bona 
Fide race, earning him the title of 
“First Mate of the Gusto.”

“Having someone that was right 
in front of me kind of inspired 
me to paddle a lot harder than I 
intended to,” said Rygas, who 
claimed to be “worn out” at the 
昀椀nish of the race.

A few seconds later, Rick Groes-
beck’s brother John, who 昀氀ew in 
from Maryland to make the race, 
came in third. This earned him the 
title of “Bosun of the Gusto.”

Damon Linkous and then Jon-
athan Sweet arrived at the 昀椀nish 
less than a minute later. 

Pamela Smith, who came down 
from Cleveland for the Gusto, was 
the 昀椀rst woman to 昀椀nish the Bona 
Fide race which earned her the ti-
tle of Gusto’s “Lady of the Lake.”  

“I didn’t get a Lady of the Lake 
crown but the band says it all,” 
said Smith. “I’ll have to make 
sure to wear it to work, so I can 
explain to people what it means 
the be Lady of the Lake.  It means 
I worked really hard for 44 min-
utes and paddled my heart out and 
Went for the Gusto!”

Life changing? Well going for 
the Gusto may well be the way to 
good health and good luck but we 
don’t have any scienti昀椀c date to 
prove it.

Just as the last Bona Fide rac-
ers came to the 昀椀nish, Brian Hart-
man arrived to muscle his way to 
another 1st place showing at the 
Gusto Event earning him his third 
Master Paddler title. To achieve 
this, Hartman paddled for an av-
erage speed of 5.4 miles per hour 
over the entirety of the course. As 

for me, I crossed the 昀椀nish line a 
little over 2 minutes later. The fact 
that John Robinson, who raced me 
to the 昀椀nish at last year’s Gusto 
was not far behind, kept me pad-
dling hard.

This year my lead was slightly 
greater than last year’s head-to-
head battle but John still crossed 
the 昀椀nish line less than a minute 
after me … yet another strong 
competitor from Big Lick region 
of Virginia.

John Robinson earned the 
vaunted “Terzo of the Gusto” or 
third place award, just as he had 
the year before.

“It was Fantastic,” Robinson 
said of the race. “Perfect day. Per-
fect day. I chased you the whole 
time but had no success in catch-
ing you but we’ve got a great 
bunch here. Thanks for the course. 
It’s freaking beautiful.”

David Mayer, earned the fourth 
place “Quartermaster” title at this 
year’s Gusto, after overtaking 
James Paine at the halfway mark.

“It’s a great, great venue and I 
love the course,” said Meyer, as he 
relaxed after the race.

James Paine crossed the docks 
in 5th place for the Master Class 
race to earn the title of CAT 5 of 
the Gusto 2023 edition. 

“I pushed myself to extents I’ve 
never done before and I got into a 
very nice 昀氀ow and it was actually 
very euphoric after a while,” said 
Paine. “But in the beginning, I was 
in a lot of pain and I was gonna 
give up like a quarter of the way 
through but I really didn’t want to 
be beaten by Allison again. So, I 
tried to readjust and it was actu-
ally a very euphoric feeling after 
a while because my arm wasn’t 
hurting or maybe I was just ignor-
ing it. I was just paddling.”

Allison Angel arrived soon after 
to earn the Fastest Female at this 
year’ Gusto.

“It was good,” said Angel, “It 
was really good. It was a lot easier 
this year because I’ve been train-
ing with the boys. They’re just 
way ahead of me.” 

Angel, Robinson, Meyer and 
Hartman, who all competed in the 
Master Class of the Gusto, live in 
Roanoke and often paddle togeth-
er.

By 11:40, the last of the 21 reg-
istered Gusto entrants crossed the 
昀椀nish line and post-race ceremo-
nies commenced soon afterwards. 
The proceedings began with the 
presentation of an oversized check 
in the amount of $1,200 to the 
Greater Pulaski Junior Appala-
chian Musicians from the race 
sponsors of the 6th Annual Gusto 
with GRAPeJAM.

Following this, Gusto awards 
were presented for the high-
est-ranking race 昀椀nishers with 1st 
place winner Brian Hartman earn-
ing his third Master Paddler title 
in Gusto series. For his e昀昀orts, 
Brian – Master Class – Hartman 
received a gift bag from Mountain 
2 Island at the Rockhouse.

For the second year running, I, 
William Paine am the “Deuce of 
the Gusto.”  I averaged 5.18 miles 
per hour over the 4.5-mile Master 
Class course and I don’t think I’ve 
ever paddled that fast for that long 
ever before.  

The intrepid John Robinson 
earned “Terzo of the Gusto” title 
by averaging 5.1 miles per hour. 
David – Quartermaster – Meyer 
averaged 4.78 mph, followed by 
James Paine (4.58 mph) and Alli-
son Angel (4.46 mph). 

It is perhaps worth noting that 
the average mph of all the Mas-
ter Class racers exceeded the av-
erage speed of any of the Bona 
Fide Class racers, even though the 
route was signi昀椀cantly lengthier.

Recognitions, some with ob-
scure nomenclatures, were then 
duly awarded to top 昀椀nishers in 
the race.

As the Greater Pulaski Junior 
Appalachian Musicians prepared 
to play their instruments, Gusto 
racers and spectators settled in for 
the show.

Jonathan Sweet, who works as 
Pulaski County’s Administrator 
when he’s not paddle boarding, 
arrived late but still managed to 
make the lineup at the commence-
ment of the contest.

“The last time I paddle boarded 
was the last time I competed in the 
Gusto at Gatewood … that was 
before COVID,” Sweet admitted. 
“I forgot how to paddle board until 
about halfway back. I was like, oh, 
step back a little bit and don’t drag 
your nose in the water.”

This is good advice for a paddle 
boarder and, why not admit it? A 
good approach to life in general. 

 Speaking of good approaches to 

life, one must recognize longtime 
Gustovian Holly Miller, who 
placed 3rd in the Female Class 
earning her the title of “Maid of 
the Mist” at this year’s Gusto. 
Holly placed third in last year’s 
female competition as well.

“I was doing my best to hold 
that 3rd place,” said Holly. “I had 
an in昀氀atable board and it was like 
a beach ball out there, so I pad-
dled like crazy trying to keep my 
spot. In the home stretch, I pad-
dled like my life depended on it.”

The GRAPeJAM band who 
came to play for the occasion 
included both students and in-
structors from the program.  
GRAPeJAM played well-known 
Appalachian favorites such as: 
Bile Them Cabbage Down, Old 
Joe Clark and Bu昀昀alo Gals. The 
GRAPeJAM set concluded by 
playing a Pulaski-centric version 
of Country Roads, followed by a 
rousing rendition of the “Claytor 
Lakers” song.

As the 6th Annual Gusto Event 
came to a close, Brian - Master 
Paddler – Hartman had this to 
say.

“The Gusto is awesome. It’s 
always awesome to come up here 
to Pulaski. Awesome people. 
Awesome place. Awesome event, 
year in and year out.”

Donna Travis, of the Travis 
Team, came to witness the spec-
tacle.

“I think it’s great because the 
Gusto brings people out from the 
community. It promotes Pulaski 
County in general and I think this 
is a really good way to promote 
the county. The Gusto was awe-
some this year and I loved the 
Gusto song. That will have to be 
an annual tradition.”

She talked me into it. See you 
all at next year’s 7th Annual Gus-
to!

To our sponsors, we say thanks. 
We couldn’t do it without the 
generosity of: Glenn Insurance, 
The Travis Team Real Estate, 
Foothills Chiropractic, Interstate 
Construction, MOVA Technol-
ogies, Gilmer Sadler Attorneys, 
Pulaski On Main, First Commu-
nity Bank, Conrad Brothers Ma-
rine, the Fine Arts Center for the 
NRV, Mountain2Island and The 
Patriot.

Special Thanks goes to Pulas-
ki County, which has served as 
the Greater Pulaski Junior Ap-
palachian Musicians’ primary 
benefactor since our inception in 
2019. 

Race Results are as follows:
Master Class (4.5 miles)
Brian -Master Paddler- Hart-

man – 49:55 (5.41 average 
m.p.h.)

William -Deuce- Paine – 52:10 
(5.18 average mph)

John -Terzo- Robinson – 52:54 
(5.1 mph)

David -Quartermaster- Meyer 
–56:44 (4.76 mph)

James -CAT 5- Paine –58:58 
(4.58 mph)

Bona Fide Class (2.6 miles)
Rick -Bona Fide Ride- Groes-

beck 38:45 (4.03 average mph)
Spencer -First Mate- Rygas 

39:24 (3.96 mph)
Mark -Bosun- Groesbeck 

39:44 (3.92 mph)

Female Class
Allison -Fastest Female- Angel 

(Master Class) -- 1:00:35 (4.46 
mph)

Pamela -Lady of the Lake- 
Smith – 43:09 (3.63 mph)

Holly Welty -Maid of the Mist- 
Miller – 44:10 (3.53 mph)

Youth Class
Carter -Young Master Paddler- 

Whitt – 41:53 (3.72 mph)
Kaden -Up and Comer- Hanks 

– 47:58 (3.25 mph)

Special Class 
Brianna -Cutty Sark- Linkous 

– 44:21(3.52 mph)
Damon -Smooth Stroker- 

Linkous – 40:26 (3.86 mph)
Jonathan -Above Board- Sweet 

– 40:35 (3.84 mph)
 
Kahuna Kayak Contest
Steve-The Big Kahuna- Grieco 

– 1st place
Collin -Classic Kayaker- Hall 

– 2nd Place
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Annual Drinking Water Quality Report 
(Town of Dublin, Virginia 1155150) 

 
INTRODUCTION 
This Annual Drinking Water Quality Report for calendar year 2022 is designed to inform you about your drinking water quality.  Our goal is to provide you with a safe 
and dependable supply of drinking water, and we want you to understand the efforts we make to protect your water supply.  The quality of your drinking water must 
meet state and federal requirements administered by the Virginia Department of Health (VDH). 
 
If you have questions about this report, please contact: Darrin Cullip, Utility Superintendent, 540-674-5791. 
 
 
If you want additional information about any aspect of your drinking water or want to know how to participate in decisions that may affect the quality of your 
drinking water, please contact: Darrin Cullip, Utility Superintendent, 540-674-5791. 
 
  
The times and location of regularly scheduled board meetings are as follows: Council meets on the third Thursday of each month on the second floor of the Dublin 
Town Hall building at 7:00pm. 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs, and wells. As water travels over the 
surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally occurring minerals and, in some cases, radioactive material, and can pick up substances resulting 
from the presence of animals or from human activity. Contaminants that may be present in source water include: (i) microbial contaminants, such as viruses and 
bacteria, which may come from sewage treatment plants, septic systems, agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife; (ii) inorganic contaminants, such as salts and 
metals, which can be naturally occurring or result from urban stormwater runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining, or 
farming; (iii) pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as agriculture, urban stormwater runoff, and residential uses; ( iv) organic 
chemical contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which are byproducts of industrial processes and petroleum production, and can also 
come from gas stations, urban stormwater runoff, and septic systems; (v) radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally occurring or be the result of oil and gas 
production and mining activities. In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA prescribes regulations that limit the amount of certain contaminants in water 
provided by public water systems. FDA regulations establish limits for contaminants in bottled water which must provide the same protection for public health. 
 
Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants. The presence of contaminants does 
not necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk. More information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the Environmental 
Protection Agency's Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791). 
 
Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population. Immuno-compromised persons such as persons with cancer 
who are undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and 
infants can be particularly at risk from infections. These people should seek advice about drinking water from their health care providers. EPA/CDC guidelines on 
appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-
4791).   
 
 
SOURCE(S) and TREATMENT OF YOUR DRINKING WATER 
The source of your drinking water is surface water as described below: 

NOTE: The Water Quality Report will not be mailed, but is available upon request at the town o昀케ce. Also it is available on the town’s 
website at www.dublintown.org

Hunting
memories
By SHERRY BERRY
For The Patriot

I’m a country girl. I have lived 
my whole life in the mountains.  
I have a love of nature that runs 
deep. Over the course of my life, I 
have experienced the magni昀椀cent 
beauty of nature and the devastat-
ing e昀昀ects of nature. 

I have found nature can teach 
us lessons that can be applied to 
everyday life. I’m a hunter. My 
whole family hunts. We harvest 
only what we eat. There are many 
days when you see no game, but 
you return with memories made 
with your hunting partners. 

  My Uncle hunts with my 
brother and me. One November 
we were going to camp in our cab-
in on Sunday night and hunt on 
Monday. We carried all our gro-
ceries, sleeping bags and supplies 
up the mountain to the cabin on 
Saturday. My Uncle had bought 
a new camp stove to cook on. We 
took the new stove and extra fuel 
and stored it in the cabin also. My 
brother had to work Sunday and 
would be joining me and my Un-
cle that evening. 

  My Uncle and I went to the 
cabin Sunday afternoon to set ev-
erything up for Sunday night. We 
lit our heaters and proceeded to 
set up the new stove to cook on.  
Neither of us had used this type of 
stove before. It took liquid fuel, 
while the old ones we had used 
took propane canisters.  

We 昀椀lled the reservoir on the 
stove. We followed the instruc-
tions but couldn’t get it to ignite.  
We turned it this way and that, try-
ing to see if we had missed some-
thing.  We 昀椀nally saw a small 
safety tab that wasn’t mentioned 
in the instructions. 

   By this time, it was an hour 
before dark. We knew my brother 
would be coming soon. We want-
ed to get the food cooking so we 
could all eat. We wanted to get to 
bed early, that way we could start 
our hunt early Monday morning.   

My Uncle and I went back to 
the instructions and tried to light 
the camp stove again. It was al-
most dusk and the light was fad-
ing outside. We had not lit our 
lanterns yet. We failed to notice 
that we had spilled some fuel out 
of the reservoir while looking for 
the safety tab. 

     When we pushed the igni-
tion button, we had 昀椀re. Lots of 
昀椀re …  everywhere. We were in 
a panic. We were afraid it was go-
ing to blow up. I grabbed the stove 
to throw it out of the cabin just as 
my brother arrived. He took the 
stove outside and got the 昀椀re ex-
tinguisher.   

Supper was very late that night.
 The next morning it rained, 

and it was only in the 30’s. We all 
headed out to our hunting spots. 
At lunchtime we met back at the 
cabin to warm up, eat lunch and 
dry o昀昀. 

  Afterwards we went for our 
afternoon hunt. There weren’t any 
shots 昀椀red that afternoon. 

We all returned to the cabin at 
dark.  I told my uncle and brother 
that I hadn’t seen any deer. Nei-
ther had my brother. My Uncle 
took a deep breath and said a cou-
ple of words I can’t repeat. 

He went on to tell us about this 
monster buck that came by him. I 
was confused. I asked him why he 
hadn’t shot it? 

My Uncle looked square at my 
brother and explained.  When 
he raised his gun up and looked 
through his scope, the deer was 
the size of an ant. My brother 
had put his scope back on his gun 
backwards. It was like looking 
through binoculars backwards.  

My brother claimed it was an 
accident, but he was smiling when 
he said it.          

  
  My brother laughs every time 

he tells this story. My Uncle and 
I laugh too. That’s what hunting, 
camping, hiking, picnicking or 
any other activity outdoors is real-
ly about.  Spending time with peo-
ple you love and making memo-
ries you can cherish.  

  I have been working my life 
away, but due to an injury, I have 
slowed down for now. I’m look-
ing forward to making some new 
memories this summer. I hope all 
of you do too.
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Draper Valley Baptist Church
3200 Lee Highway
Draper, Va. 24324

Pastor: Alan Pearce
Service Times:

Bible Study Sunday, 10 a.m.
Sunday Worship, 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening, 5 p.m.

email: drapervalleybc@gmail.com
www.drapervalleybaptist.org

Grace Baptist Church
552 E. Main Street
Dublin, Va. 24084

Pastor: Doug Testerman
674-1762

Primary Services:
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Sunday worship

Sunday  Night Power Hour, 6 to 7 p.m.
Wednesday Night 7 to 8 p.m.

Grace Kids and Teens Bible Study

Open Door Baptist Church
4576 Miller Lane

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor: Rev. N.K. Howlett
Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.

Worship, 11 a.m.
Wednesday Night, 7 p.m.

Phone: 980-2046

Draper Methodist Church
3080 Greenbriar Road

Draper, VA 24324
Pastor: Rev. Jason Crandall

423-716-2570
Primary Service Times:
Sunday School, 10 a.m.

Worship, 11 a.m.
Phone: 276-477-3835

Christ Episcopal Church
144 North Washington Ave., Pulaski

P.O. Box 975
Service: 10 a.m. every Sunday

Phone: 980-2413
Email: christ24301@gmail.com

Jordan Chapel Methodist
Pastor: Ginny Tompkins

Worship: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

Cecil's Chapel Church
5801 Cecil’s Chapel Road

Hiwassee, VA 24347
Worship Service:  9am
Sunday School:  10am

www.facebook.com/cecils chapel

Valley Harvest Ministries
1 Harvest Place

Dublin, VA 24084
Senior Pastor Steve Willis 

Associate Pastors: Perry Slaughter, 
Walter Gueste, Derick Burton

Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
Hispanic Ministry Service- Sunday 6 p.m. 

Wednesday School 7 p.m. 
www.vhmdublin.org

540-674-4729

Dublin Baptist Church
Pastor Allen Mahan, II

100 Hawkins Street, Dublin, VA 24084
540-674-6061

secretary@dublinbaptistva.org
Website: dublinbaptistva.org

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11 a.m.

Sunday Adult Bible Study: 6 p.m.
Tuesday Women’s Bible Study: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study, 7 p.m.

Food Pantry: Wednesdays 10 a.m - 2 p.m.

Allisonia Pentecostal Holiness Church
1560 Julia Simpkins Road

Allisonia, VA 
Pastor Justin Phillips

Sunday Morning Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship: 6 p.m.

First United Methodist Church 
301 N. Je昀昀erson Ave. - Pulaski (physical) 
135 Fourth St., NW - Pulaski (mailing)

Pastor’s Name: Josh Kilbourne 
Sunday Service: 10:00 AM 

Hispanic Service: 3 p.m.
Contact Info. Phone: 540.980.3331

e-mail: o昀케ce@fumcpulask.org 
website: www.fumcpulask.org  

FACEBOOK@FirstUMCPulaski and 
WBLB 10:00 am

Belspring Baptist Church
6887 Depot Street

Belspring, VA 24058
Pastor Darrell Linkous

Service Times:
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study and 

Youth Group: 7 p.m.
Darrell Linkous: 353-0081

belspringbaptistchurch@gmail.com

Delton Church of God 
of Prophecy

4570 Boyd Road, Draper, VA 24324
Pastor Vickie Lee Viars

deltoncogop@gmail.com   (276) 620-3191
Sunday mornings - 11 AM to 12 PM

Sunday evenings-Facebook live services 
announced on Facebook 

Wednesday evenings- To be announced at 
later future time until COVID-19 ceases
Delton COGOP is following all COVID-19 

safety guidelines of social distancing, masks, 
cleaning, and disinfection.

Heritage Church
6195 Cleburne Boulevard, Dublin

Joe Ratcli昀昀, Pastor
Service Times: 

Wednesdays, 7 p.m.; 
Sundays, 10 a.m.
(540) 674-9220

Website: www.heritagechurch.net
Facebook.com/

HeritageChurchDublinVA

First Missionary Baptist Church
7318 Manns Drive 

Fairlawn, Virginia 24141-8524
(540) 639-5331

email: fmbc1872@verizon.net
Pastor: Rev. Richard A. Goodman, Sr.

Associate Minister:
Rev. Annette Cheek

Clerk: Mrs. Carlotta Lewis
Sundays: 

Morning Worship  11:00 a.m.
The Lord's Supper - Each First Sunday

Wednesdays: Prayer Meeting &       
Bible Study  6:30 p.m.

Draper’s Valley Presbyterian (PCA)
2755 Old Baltimore Road, 

Draper, VA 24324
 Senior Pastor: Rev. Roland Mathews
Interim Pastor: Rev. David Gilleran

Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.

Sunday Evening Worship Service 6:15 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Groups and Adult Prayer 

& Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
Phone - 540-994-9015

e-mail - drapers.valley@dvpca.org
website - www.dvpca.org

Sunday Morning Worship Live-Stream • 
10:30 a.m. (or anytime on YouTube)

Trinity Lutheran 
Church ELCA

2 Fifth Street, N.W., Pulaski
540-980-3624

trinitypulaski @gmail.com
Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 

(Sept. - May)
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.

(June - Aug.)
Sunday Worship Live stream on Facebook 

Bible Study: Wednesday, Noon
www.trinitypulaski.org

Trinity United Methodist
Pastor: Judy Yonce

Sunday Worship - 9:45 a.m.
Bible Study - Wednesday, 7 p.m.

528 5th Street, S.E.
Pulaski, Va.

Phone - 980-0820

Grace Ministries
Church of God of Prophecy

1021 Macgill Street
Pulaski, VA 24301

Church: 540-980-2118
Cell: 276-233-8083

Bus Ministry: 540-230-2485
www.pulaskigracemin.com

Email: pulaskigracemin@hotmail.com
Pastor Mike Williams
Children's Ministry

Aaron  & Becky Sampson 
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.
Children’s Church 10:30 a.m.

Children’s Free Breakfast 10:30 a.m.
Ages 5-12

Men’s & Women’s Ministry Wed. 6:30

Faith Bible Church
110 LaGrange Street, Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor: Jim Linkous
Associate Pastor: T.J. Cox

540-980-5433
www.facebook/faithbiblechurch

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.

Sunday Children’s Church: 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening: 6 p.m.

Wednesday Evening Bible Study: 7 p.m.
Children’s Meal: 6:30 p.m.

Children’s and Youth’s Group 
Classes: 7 p.m.

How many know that our God 
is still the God of the Mountain? 
How many know that our God is 
still the God of the Valley. When 
things go wrong, he’ll make them 
right. 

And the God of the good times, 
is still God in the bad times

He’s the God of the day, and the 
God of  the night. Lynda Randall.

Psalm 19:1. “The heavens 
declare the glory of God, and the 
昀椀rmament showeth His hand-
iwork. Day unto day uttereth 
speech, and night unto night 
sheweth knowledge. There is no 
speech, nor language where their 
voice is not heard.”

God can plainly be seen in His 
creation. The Universe in its size 
and complexity speaks volumes 
about God. All things were made 
by Him. Anyplace   on the earth 
we can look up into the starry 
skies and see the handiwork of 
God in its beauty, complexity and 
diversity. There used to be a poem 
that only God can make a tree. 
And that is true, but listen to this 
to add to it.

Only God can create a billion 
times a billion times a billion 
stars and galaxies and hang them 
upon nothing. The greatness of 
the universe shows just how great 
God is.

The Milky way Galaxy con-
tains over one hundred Billion 
Stars. It measures over 100,000 
light years across it. And that it is 
moving through the Universe at 
515,000 miles per hour. The clos-
est other galaxy to us is the An-
dromeda galaxy moving towards 
us at 250,000 miles per hour. 
These two galaxies are expected 
to merge into one another in the 
next 4 Billion Years. That just 
shows us how big the Universe is. 
And God is even bigger than that.

A desert nomad was asked 
one time how he knew whether 
a camel or a man passed his way 
last night? And he said, by their 
footprints in the sand. Even so, 
the heavens declare the glory of 
God.

Every thing in the Universe 
is technically, mathematically, 
and moving with precision, set 
on courses to coexist in the same 
space without collision. Their 
precise movements speak to us of 
the greatness of God.

Even nature itself speaks to us 
in a universally, understood dia-
lect of the existence of God and 
of his provision for humanity. The 
earth is literally teeming with life 
while in all the rest of space there 
is a deafening silence. Every other 
planet and star is without life, 
even in its most simple form.

But God created the earth and 
昀椀lled it with millions of species of 
life, for us to enjoy. He put every-
thing we’ll ever need to survive 
and 昀氀ourish, in and on this planet. 
What a mighty, provisional God 
we serve.

Day unto Day uttereth speech. 
John Newton said, “Not only 
the splendor of the sun, but also 
the glimmering light of the glow 
worm, proclaims God’s glory.”

Psalm 19:4.   “Their line is gone 
out through all the earth, and their 
words to the end of the world. In 
them hath He set a tabernacle for 
the Sun.”

“For the invisible things of Him 
from the creation of the world are 
clearly seen, being understood 
by the things that are made, even 
His eternal power and Godhead, 
so that they are without excuse.” 
They speaking of those who 
refuse to believe in God.

Thank God for the Sun, be-
cause nothing on earth could exist 
without it. Men have worshipped 
the Sun in times past. But the 
Sun didn’t make itself. God is the 
power behind the Sun. The Sun 
rises at one end of the heavens 
and makes its circuit to the 
other. Nothing is hidden from its 

The
Greatness
of God

See MCCRAW, page B7

Church Directory

Grace Episcopal Church
210 4th Street, Radford, 24141

639-3494
Rev. Deacon William Yagel 
Service: 10:30AM Sundays

Email: o昀케ce@graceradford.org
http://www.graceradford.org

Facebook: Grace Episcopal Church
Morning Prayer services at 8:00am and 

10:30am (live stream of service available)

Max Creek Baptist Church
3000 Old Route 100 Road, Draper, Va. 24324

www.maxcreek.org
www.facebook.com/maxcreekbaptist

Senior Pastor: Mike Coleman
Youth Minister: Charlie Prince

Sunday Services
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Morning Worship: 11 a.m.
Teen Social and Class: 5 p.m.

Evening Worship: 6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study & Classes:7 p.m.

Pulaski Church of God
1621 Bob White Boulevard

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor Donald Jones

540-980-8880
www.pulaskicog.church

Sunday Services
Sunday Life Groups: 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Wednesdays Midweek Connect: 7 p.m.

Randolph Avenue 
United Methodist Church

1607 Randolph Avenue
Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Elston McLain
Worship Service: 11 a.m.
Phone: (540) 980-8775

Pulaski Christian Church, Inc.
4531 Brookmont Road, Pulaski, VA 24301

www.pulaskichristianchurch.com/
Rev. Kathy Warden, Pastor,

(540) 250-2974
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m.
Worship 7 p.m.

Monday Bible Study
7 to 9 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study
7 p.m.

First Baptist Church
220 Magazine Street
Pulaski, VA  24301

540-980-3336
Email: 昀椀rstbaptist220@gmail.com

Pastor: Rev, Douglas Patterson
Sunday School  10 a.m.

Sunday Worship  11 a.m.
Monday’s Child Youth Group, Monday 

Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study  6:30 p.m.

Dora Highway Baptist Church
321 Dora Highway
Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor: Harry Gunter
Worship Service: 11 a.m.
Phone: (540) 320-0738

Dublin Christian Church
5605 Dunlap Road

P. O. Box 1330
Dublin, VA 24084

(540) 674-8434
www.dublinchristianchurch.com

Greg “Scooter” Breisch
Minister

Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Youth and Children’s 

Meetings 5:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study, Youth and 
Children’s Classes 7:00 p.m.

Snowville Christian Church 
(DOC - Disciples of Christ)

5436 Lead Mine Rd.
Hiwassee, VA 24347
Pastor:  Jerry King

Website:  
www.SnowvilleChristianChurch.com

(and Facebook)
O昀케ce: 540-633-3761

Email: 
o昀케ce@SnowvilleChristianChurch.com

Sunday Worship Service:  11:00 a.m.
Sunday School:  10:00 a.m.

Thursday Bible Study:  6:00 p.m.
“Inspiring hope, helping people grow their 

faith, and sharing God’s love with others!”

Dublin United Methodist Church
P.O. Box 577

424 East Main Street
Dublin, VA 24084

Pastor:  Rev. Don Shelor
540.674.5128

email:  dublinumc@gmail.com
Sunday Worship Times:  9:00 & 11:00 am

Sunday School:  10:00 am

New Hope Chapel
1555 Case Knife Road, Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor Darrell Gray
(276) 733-6080
Service Times

10 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Sunday Service
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Family Worship Center

First Pentecostal Holiness
955 Memorial Drive, Pulaski 

980-7287
www.fwcpulaski.church

Je昀昀 Willhoite, Pastor
Sunday School 9:45 am

Sunday Worship 10:45 am
KidsZone 10:45 am

Alpha & Omega Pentecostal Spanish service 
10:45 am

Sunday Evening Worship 6 pm

Pulaski First Church of the Brethren
1749 Newbern Road
Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor Frank Peters
Sunday School: 9:45

Worship: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

980-3798

New Hope Church
3050 Lee Highway

Pulaski, VA 24301 (540) 980-5506
(Mon. - Fri., 9 a.m.-1 p.m.)
Pastor Randy Lawrence Jr.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Evenings 7 pm 

THRIVE Teen Class
Children’s  Special Activitiy Classes

Adults: Worship/Prayer Services

warmth.
Even those who claim that 

the bible is not a scienti昀椀c 
textbook are amazed that its 
information is amazingly 
accurate. And those who try 
to claim that there is a con昀氀ict 
between science and the bible 
have not studied the bible 
thoroughly.

Here’s a 昀氀ash for you. Not 
every scientist is an atheist. 
There are many scientists 
who believe in the God of the 
bible.

They know that this vast 
Universe didn’t just get here 
by itself. It was created by 
God.

All things considered, if 
God is our partner, there 
are no situations, no  cir-
cumstances, no opposition, 
no earthly power, and no 
principalities and powers  of 
darkness that can overcome 
or defeat us. For greater is 
He Who is in us than he that 
is in the world. Our God 
goes before us, His presence 
is   all around us, He resides 
within us, and we shall not 
be moved.  We can’t go under 
for going over. Blessed be the 
name of our God forevermore.

Continued from Page B6

McCraw

Hilltop Pentecostal Holiness Church
4892 Veterans Hill Road

Pulaski, VA
Pastor Todd Garwood

(540) 250-3741
ttgarwood674@gmail.com

Pathway to Heaven Worship Center
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 434

Dublin, VA 24084
Physical Address: 7889 Cleburne Blvd.

Dublin, VA 24084
Pastor Winfred Keene - Phone 540-239-8092

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship: 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship: 6 p.m.

Tuesday Evening Worship Service: 7 p.m.

THANK YOU!
To Our Advertising

Sponsors

St. Edwards Catholic Church
Corner of N. Washington Ave. and

7th Street N.W., Pulaski
Phone: 980-6511
Fax: 980-6511

Priest: Fr. Francis Boateng
Mass: 11 a.m. Sunday

Warriors for Christ II
Bishop Sherman Buckner

600 Skyline Circle
Pulaski, VA 
540-315-2317

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Worship: 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Thursday: 7 p.m. Service

Trinity Baptist Church
4008 Robinson Tract Road

Pulaski, VA 24301 
Telephone: 980-8186

Pastor Johnny Howlett
Sunday Worship - 10 a.m.

Sunday Bible Study - 6 p.m.
Wednesday - Adult Bible Study and Youth 

Group - 7 p.m.

Bob White Boulevard Baptist Church
3826 Bob White Boulevard

Pulaski, VA.

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Preaching: 11 a.m.

Sunday Evening: 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service: 7:30 p.m.

FUNDAMENTAL

First Dublin Presbyterian Church (ECO)
409 Church Street, Dublin, Va. 24084

P.O. Box 2027, Dublin, Va. 24084
昀椀rst-dublin-presbyterian-church-eco.com 

Pastor: 
Mary Ann Armbrister

Sunday Worship: 10:45 a.m.

Aldersgate United Methodist
1946 Medallion Drive

Pulaski, VA 24301
(540) 980-1349

Pastor Jim Goddard
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.

First Christian Church of Pulaski
524 N Je昀昀erson Ave

Pulaski, VA 24301-4618
(540) 980-7144

www.昀椀rstchristianpulaski.org
Pastor: Timothy Moore

Men’s Sunday School:10 am
Worship: 11 am

New Dublin Presbyterian Church
5331 New Dublin Church Road

Dublin, VA 24084
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Worship: 11 a.m.
Phone: 540-674-6147
www.newdublin.org

Community Christian Church
5382 Grace Street, Dublin VA, 24084

540-674-4308
Pastor: Bill Neeley

Children’s Director: Kristen Edwards
Youth Director: Ashley Coake

www.C3family.org; Facebook: Commu-
nity Christian Church|Dublin, VA; email: 

triplecsecretary@gmail.com
Wednesday Bible Study and Prayer Meeting 
at 6:30 p.m.; C3Kids and C3Youth meeting 

at 6:30 p.m.
Thursday 10:30 a.m. Adult Bible Study

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service 10:45 a.m.

Visit The 
Church Of 

Your Choice 
This Week

1. Is the book of Nehemiah 
(KJV) in the Old or New Testa-
ment or neither?

2. From Ephesians 6:16, “Tak-
ing the -- of faith, wherewith ye 
shall be able to quench all the 
昀椀ery darts.” Vows, Leap, Shield, 
Sword

3. From Luke 1:56, how many 
months did Mary stay with Eliz-
abeth? 1/2, 1, 3, 5

4. Eve’s name appears in the 
New Testament (KJV) how 
many times? 1, 2, 46, 63

5. From Psalms 27:1, “The 
Lord is my light and my ...” 
Rock, Glory, Salvation, Anoint-
ed

6. After David, who wrote the 
most Psalms? Solomon, Paul, 
Job, Asaph

ANSWERS: 1) Old, 2) 
Shield, 3) Three, 4) Two (2 
Corinthians 11:3, 1 Timothy 
2:13), 5) Salvation, 6) Asaph

Sharpen your understanding of 
scripture with Wilson’s Casey’s 
latest book, “Test Your Bible 
Knowledge,” now available in 
bookstores and online.

Bible
Trivia

Yard Sales
Are Free

In 
The Patriot
Call 540-808-3949

or email
ads@pcpatriot.com

Remember 

Your Loved 

One On A 

Special Day

With An

In Memoriam

Notice

In 

The Patriot

Call 

540-808-3949
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CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING

Gets Results!
www.pcpatriot.com

540-808-3949 or

ads@pcpatriot.com

PLACE A CARD OF THANKS
Thank those who helped and supported you 

during your time of loss with a 

CARD OF THANKS
In The Patriot

540-808-3949 or ads@pcpatriot.com

Miss An Issue?
See it online at www.pcpatriot.com

Click on ‘View The Paper’
And Select the Date.

1. MOVIES: Which movie features the 
line, "Where we're going, we don't need 
roads"?

2. HISTORY: Which serious disease 
was declared eradicated in 1980?

3. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What 
color is the "black box" that is used to 
record data on airplanes?

4. GAMES: How much does get-
ting out of jail cost in the board game 
Monopoly?

5. LITERATURE: What kind of ani-
mal is the novel "Black Beauty" about?

6. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Who was the 
youngest president?

7. TELEVISION: Who played the Pen-
guin in the original "Batman" TV series?

8. GEOGRAPHY: What is the north-
ernmost point of the United States?

9. ASTRONOMY: Which is the only 
planet in our solar system that spins 
clockwise?

10. FOOD & DRINK: Which fast-food 
restaurant chain claims that "We have 
the meats"?

© 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.

Answers

1. “Back to the Future.”
2. Smallpox.
3. Orange.
4. $50.
5. A horse.
6. Theodore Roosevelt (42).
7. Burgess Meredith.
8. Point Barrow, Alaska.
9. Venus.
10. Arby’s.

Posting DateJune 19, 2023

OLIVE



*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. 
This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may 
apply. This offer expires 6/30/23. Each dealership is independently owned and 
operated. **Third party fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify. See 
your dealer for details. ©2023 BCI Acrylic, Inc.

The Bath or Shower You�ve Always Wanted 

IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(844) 945-1631CALL 
NOW

OFFER EXPIRES 6.30.2023

$1000 OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
For 18 Months**

AND

Classi昀椀ed 
Advertising 

Works!
Submit your ad by:

Phone: 540-808-3949
Text: 540-808-3949

email: ads@pcpatriot.com

Deadline for each week’s paper is 
Wednesday at 5 p.m.

Most Classi昀椀ed line ads are free!

Display ad prices available upon 
request.
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PULASKI COUNTY PULSE
All Dublin High 
Alumni
We would like to especially in-
vite the DHS Class of 1962 to a 
monthly breakfast for ALL Dub-
lin High School alumni. This is 
held the 昀椀rst Wednesday of each 
month in the Dublin Lion’s Club 
Building beginning at 9 AM. It’s 
a chance to see members of all of 
the classes from DHS. The Li-
on’s Club asks only for donations 
to support their many community 
projects.

June 24
Ice Cream Social
Pulaski First Church of the Breth-
ren is having an Old Fashion Ice 
Cream Social on Saturday June 
24 at 4:00  Everyone is welcome 
to come enjoy a dish of ice cream 
and fellowship.  This is a free 
event for the community.  The 
church is located  at 1749 New-
bern Road.  One block behind the 
DMV.  We will also be having a 
movie night.

June 26
Vacation Bible School
Fairlawn Church of God in Rad-
ford, VA is having Vacation Bi-
ble School June 26th - 30th from 
6PM - 8:45PM nightly. Dinner 
for the family is at 5PM. Kids eat 
free, and adults are $2. Call the 
church at 540-639-1511 for more 
information.

July 6
American Legion to Meet
The American Legion, Har-
vey-Howe-Carper Post 30 will 
meet on Thursday, July 6, 6pm 
at the VFW Post Home on 102 
Watts St. in Radford. For further 
information, please call 540-250-
2283 or 540-239-9864.

July 20
Sons of Confederate Veterans
The Sons of Confederate Veter-
ans, Stuart Horse Artillery Camp 
1784 will meet on Thursday, July 
20, 7pm at Aly’s Family Italian 
Restaurant on 3204 Riner Road. 

Members of the United Daugh-
ters of the Confederacy (UDC) 
are also invited to this meeting.  
Mr. Sam Winkler, aka “President 
Je昀昀erson Davis” will be the guest 
speaker. For further information, 
please call 540-320-4315 or 540-
239-9864.

Aug. 4-5
Class Reunion 
Members of the Pulaski High 
School Class of 1973 will hold 
their 50th class reunion on Aug. 
4 and 5, 2023. The event will 
be held at Thornspring Country 
Club and Event Center in Pulaski. 
Please let us know if you are in-
terested in attending. Invites will 
go out later, but right now we need 
to determine the number interest-
ed in attending. Please email us 
at efsouthern@gmail.com to let 
us know if you plan to attend and 
provide your up to date address. 
You can write us at Class of ’73 

Reunion, P.O. Box 242, Pulaski, 
VA 24301. Also, join us on Face-
book at “PHS Class of 1973 (Pu-
laski, VA)” Hope to hear from you 
soon!

Aug. 26
Dublin High School 50th Class 
reunion
The Class of Dublin High School 
1973 will hold their 50th class re-
union on August 26, 2023.
The reunion will be held at 
Thornspring Country Club and 
Event Center in Pulaski. Save the 
date cards have been mailed and 
if you haven’t received one please 
email :cindyviers.cv@gmail.
com or tcovey3@verizon.net or 
write DHS Class Reunion 1973, 
P.O. Box 233, Dublin, VA 24084. 
There will be more details mailed 
out soon.
Join us on Facebook “Dublin High 
School - Virginia- Class of 1973.

On going:
Alcohol Anonymous
Alcohol Anonymous meet Mon-
days at 8 p.m. (closed meeting); 
Wednesday (noon) and Thursday 
at 8 p.m. (open meetings) at Pulas-
ki Presbyterian Church of Ameri-
ca located at 975 Memorial Drive. 
Contact number is 540-440-0066. 

Pulaski Al-Anon Family Group 
Pulaski Al-Anon Family Group 
(a support group for friends and 
families of alcoholics) meet every 
Monday night at 8 p.m. at Pulaski 
Presbyterian Church of America 
located at 975 Memorial Drive. 
Contact number 540-818-0621. 

Hiwassee Fire Dept. Ladies 
Auxiliary in Need of Funds
The Hiwassee Fire Department 
Ladies Auxiliary is in need of 
donations for the mowing and 
upkeep of the Trail cemetery in 
Hiwassee. If you have a family 
member that is buried in this cem-
etery and would like to make a do-
nation you may mail your contri-
bution to Peggy Cregger PO Box 
164, Hiwassee, VA 24347.

Lifestyles Changes
If you are currently trying to lose 
weight, we may have what you 

need. Contact Bill Brewer at 540-
813-1605.

Celebrate Recovery
Celebrate Recovery is a 
Christ-centered 12-step program 
where people gain freedom, 
healing and accountability for 
life’s hurts, habits, and hang-ups. 
Group Meeting at 6:15pm every 
Thursday at Valley Harvest Min-
istries, 1 Harvest Place, Dublin.

Heritage Cares Food still dis-
tributing food
Heritage Cares Food Pantry at 
Heritage Church is still distrib-
uting food on Thursdays from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. The church is lo-
cated a half-mile past the New 
River Valley Airport on Route 
100 North of Dublin.

FIND US AT THESE LOCATIONS!
From Barren Springs to Radford,
You Can Find A Patriot Near You.
But Don’t Wait ... They Go Fast!

7 Fifth Street, N.E., Pulaski, VA 24301 • Mailing: P.O. Box 2416, Pulaski, VA 24301 
540-808-3949 • www.pcpatr iot.com • news@pcpatr iot.com

Pulaski
Star Barber Shop
Foothills Chiropractic
New River Medical Group
Fast Shop I
Tom’s
Al’s on First
Grand Pa -Grand Ma
Fine Arts Center
Martin’s Pharmacy
Pulaski County Library
Glenn Insurance
Pulaski Family Dentistry
New River Valley Medicine
Rusty’s Custom Lumber
OK Barber Shop
Laundry Mat
Kim’s Family Hair Care
Sanimode Barber Shop
Emmanuel Christian Bookstore
Speedway
Hardees
Tractor Supply
Tha Dawg House
Compadres
Food Lion

Pulaski Village
Walgreens
LewisGale Hospital Pulaski
Pulaski Health & Rehab
YMCA
Fast Shop II
Hayden Electric & Plumbling
Poor Boys
1st Pawn
Food City
Laundry Mat
Webb Donald State Farm
Towne House
Ike’s Auto Sales
Downtown Exxon
Shop Eez (Lighthouse)
The Wedding Center
Cougar Express
Family Market and Corner Deli
SWVa Antiques, Collectibles
Patriot O昀케ce (7 Fifth Street)

Dublin
Bradley Ridge Apartments
Newbern Exxon
PC Visitor’s Center

Makin’ Waves
NAPA
Walgreens
Martin’s Pharmacy
Country Styles
Laundry Mat
T.A. Produce
NRV Lube
Kangaroo
Sleep Inn
McGuire’s Campground
Papa John/7-11
Subway (Walmart)
El Ranchero
T.J.’s
Shop Eez (Rt. 100)
Patty’s Kitchen
Dublin Storage
Gobble Stop
Highland Ridge
Bucko’s
NRCC
Dublin Station

Draper
Draper Post O昀케ce

Bryson’s Store

Fair lawn
Ramey’s Gun Shop
Kroger
Foodette
Bucko’s
Laundry Mat
Sal’s Jr.

Radford
Radford Drug
Sal’s
Cook’s Clean Center
Tha Dawg House
P.R. Sturgill
Rec Center
Food Lion
Brad’s Barber Shop
Elliott Military Surplus

Bar ren Spr ings
Gobble Stop
Sai Mart

The Patr iot
Is Available 
FREE
Each Fr iday 
At These
Locations In 
Pulaski, Dublin, 
Fair lawn, 
Radford, 
Draper  and
Bar ren Spr ings:

Locally Owned & Operated Since 2009

Dublin announces o昀케ce, trash 
collection schedules for July 4th

Dublin Town O昀케ces will be closed Monday July 3rd and Tuesday, 
July 4th for the Independence Holiday.  Garbage scheduled to be picked 
up on Monday, July 3rd will be picked up on Wednesday, July 5th; Gar-
bage scheduled for pick up on Wednesday, July 5th will be picked up 
on Thursday, July 6th and Businesses will be picked up on their regular 
day Friday, July 7th

LIKE THE PATRIOT ON FACEBOOK
at

Pulaski County-Patriot


