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31 Immediate Job Openings!
Jobs Available in Pulaski, Giles, Wythe,

Montgomery and City of Radford
First, Second, Third Shifts & OT Available - Temp To Hire

Starting Pay From $14.00 to $25.00 Per Hour
New Jobs Available Daily! Summer Incentives!

Come In Today - Go To Work Tomorrow!
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Celebrating 141 
years of service, 
and family owned.

Traditional services 
with traditional 
values.

Accepting 
pre-arrangements 
from other
 funeral homes.

Financing for 
funerals available

415 N. Je昀昀erson Avenue • Pulaski, Va., 24301
S. Todd Bruce, Manager/Owner

540-980-1700

FREE

School board quizzed about
new state transgender policy
By MIKE WILLIAMS
The Patriot

The Pulaski County School 
Board was questioned Monday 
evening on where it stands on pol-
icies regarding transgender stu-
dents.

Also, during Monday’s meeting, 
the board brie昀氀y discussed back-
ground checks for school board 
members and the superintendent, 
and heard an update on several 
construction projects in county 
schools.

Billy Williams, a Draper resident 
and a candidate for that district’s 
seat on the school board in Novem-
ber’s election, addressed the board 
on the transgender student issue.

Williams noted that in 2021, 
the board rati昀椀ed a Model Policy 
on transgender students presented 
by the State Board of Education 
during Gov. Ralph Northam’s ad-
ministration.

“This was a very controversial 
model policy,” Williams recalled. 

He said the thing parents were 
most worried about was that the 
policy allowed biological males 
unchecked access to female re-

strooms, locker rooms and chang-
ing facilities.

Williams told the school board 
Monday that on July 23 of this 
year, the Virginia Department of 
Education in Gov. Glenn Youn-
gkin’s administration had released 
a new policy entitled, “Model Poli-
cies Ensuring Privacy, Dignity, and 
Respect for All Students and Par-
ents in Virginia’s Public Schools.

“The question I have for you on 
the board is when will the 2023 
version of the policies be voted 
on,” asked Williams.

He followed that question with 
another – Currently which policy 
is being enforced today in schools?

Superintendent Rob Graham 
asked School Board Chairman 
Beckie Cox if he could respond to 
Williams.

“You may,” she said.
Graham told Williams that right 

now, the school system is “using 
the current version that we have.”

He noted school o昀케cials are in 
discussions with school board at-
torneys and the Virginia School 
Board Association to get required 

Pulaski Finance Dept. busy
collecting on past due taxes
By MIKE WILLIAMS
The Patriot

Town of Pulaski Finance Di-
rector Jackie Morris and her sta昀昀 
have been hard at work – and ap-
parently quite successful – in col-
lecting on delinquent taxes owed 
the town.

“Jackie and her sta昀昀 have been 
doing some amazing things to 
generate the revenue that is due 
to the town,” led o昀昀 Town Man-
ager Darlene Burcham. “We have 
implemented a number of tech-
niques that had not been used pre-
viously,” Burcham continued.

Morris was on hand Tuesday 
evening to brief town council on 
her department’s collections ac-

tivities.
Morris said one thing that 

sparked her interest in town 昀椀-
nances when she 昀椀rst became di-
rector of the department was the 
amount of delinquencies in tax 
payments.

She explained that after the re-
tirement of the former tax clerk, 
who managed both real estate 
and personal property tax collec-
tions, the position and duties were 
re-evaluated and the decision was 
made to split the position.

Now Raquel Poe heads up the 
real estate tax work and Karen 
Brooks handles personal property.

“They’ve put in a lot of e昀昀ort 
and time into collections,” Morris 
said.

After July 1, 2022 Morris said 
Poe and Brooks went to work 
attempting to collect delinquent 
real estate and personal property 
taxes.

She explained that Poe contact-
ed delinquent accounts about the 
status of their account, even of-
fering to set up payment arrange-
ments to retire the debts.

According to Morris, there are 
30 payment arrangement agree-
ments in place.

She also forwarded 34 accounts 
to the town’s collection attorneys, 
Sands Anderson.  So far, 11 ac-
counts from the 34 have been 
paid in full.

See COLLECT, page A2

Benson drops
out of school 
board race in
Cloyd District
By MIKE WILLIAMS
The Patriot

William “Bill” Benson has 
withdrawn from the race for Pu-
laski County School Board for 
the Cloyd District.

“I wasn’t going to run anyway. 
I never announced,” Benson said 
today about his withdrawal. “I 
just went out and got signatures. 
I was the 昀椀rst one to do that. I 
had several people ask me to run 
again, and it didn’t look like any-
one was going to run in Cloyd 
District.  Anyway, I decided that I 
would run and then … you know 
it’s just got so political.” 

“All I care about is kids and 

See BENSON, page A3See SCHOOLS, page A2

FOOTBALL’S BACK!
Our Annual High School 

Football Preview - Inside

This Week’s Issue. 

Featuring Pulaski County, 

Radford and

Fort Chiswell, Schedules, 

Records, Player Photos  

And More.
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Dr. Cindy Southern says,
“Be true to your teeth,

or they’ll be false to you!”

Law O昀케ce Of
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For A List Of Our Services 
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She said 16 more properties are 
still being processed and could be 
added to the list of properties des-
tined for a tax sale.

Morris said seven properties are 
ready for the tax sale, which she 
said is set for Oct. 24.

Morris said collection e昀昀orts 
through the end of the Fiscal 
Year 2023 had brought in some 
$140,000 in taxes owed, $83,000 
in interest and $28,000 in penalties 
for a total revenue of $254,231.

She added that so far in Fiscal 
Year 2024 (July and August) an-
other $23,000 has been brought 
into the town’s co昀昀ers.

Next, Morris reported on liens 
owed the town for mowing and 
demolitions.

“The town has had liens for 
quite some time and I couldn’t see 
where any collection work had 
been done on this,” Morris said.

The amount owed for liens was 
$397,504.88.

Morris told council that begin-
ning in January, Poe and Dana 
Bishop began working to collect 
money owed through liens. 

She said the process of collec-
tion is “slow and tedious.”

She reported that so far, through 
July 31, $15,000 had been collect-
ed so far, and another $1,100 so 
far this month.

“That looks like a small amount, 
but we’re making progress,” Mor-
ris said.

The e昀昀ort to collect on delin-
quent personal property taxes 
and utility bills began in January 
and included using Debt Set-o昀昀 
through the state, which targets 

Continued from Page A2

Collect

information to be able to dissem-
inate to the public before a deci-
sion is made.

He added that one of the board’s 
attorneys could not attend Mon-
day’s meeting because they were 
in another school division – “be-
lieve it or not discussing the same 
thing.”

“If you give us just a little bit of 
time – it’s on our radar,” Graham 
said.

Williams asked for a time 
frame.

“Just as a time frame estimate, 
three months,” he asked.

Graham responded that, be-
cause students are already in 
school, “We would really like to 
have something sooner than lat-
er.”

Graham added, “a lot of the at-
torneys are packed right now with 
questions that are coming up that 
are stemming from other divisions 
too.”

In accordance with a 2020 state 
law, city and county school boards 
in Virginia must adopt policies 
that are “consistent with” the ed-
ucation department’s new model 
policies.  Local school boards 
may also adopt policies that are 
“more comprehensive,” as long as 
they are consistent with the state’s 
policy.

Construction Update
Facilities Director Jess Shull 

gave the school board an update 
on construction projects ongoing 
in county schools.

Most of the projects he outlined 
are complete or nearly complete, 

Continued from Page A1

Schools including replacement of the en-
tire roof at Critzer Elementary 
School.

“That’s a really nice roof,” Shull 
said.  “We’re really happy with it. 
We needed it and it was a longtime 
in coming.”

Snowville Elementary School 
has received a new roof as well.  It 
is 85 percent complete, Shull not-
ed, with only 昀椀nish work needed.

Another roof project, over the 
band and chorus rooms at Pulas-
ki County High School is running 
behind. However, Shull said that 
is a much smaller job and should 
cause “minimal disruption” at 
PCHS. He said work on it hope-
fully would begin next week.

Other projects that have been 
completed include a cooler/freez-
er installation and remodeled 
kitchen o昀케ce at Dublin Elemen-
tary School.

Both Critzer and Snowville 
received new dishwashers and 
worktables.

And the rehabilitation of the 
cooling tower in the main building 
at PCHS has been completed.

The project that may get the 
most attention and will certainly 
be seen the most is the door re-
placement at PCHS, which Shull 
estimated is 51 percent complete.

He said replacement of the 
doors at the gym and the CTE 
building have been completed, but 
work has yet to begin on the aca-
demic building.

“Six to eight weeks, hopefully,” 
Shull said in estimating the com-
pletion time for the project.

“The facelift is going to be un-
believable,” he noted. “We’ve 
made it out of the 70’s.”

Shull expressed amazement at 
the nine di昀昀erent colors on the old 
doors all over the school.

“They were cream, white, gray, 
brown, red … nine di昀昀erent col-
ors,” he said.

When the project is completed, 
he said all the doors will be either 
glass or sport Cougar colors.

Background Checks
An information item listed on 

Monday’s meeting agenda tagged 
“School Board Member Back-
ground Checks” drew interest at 
the meeting, but 昀椀zzled quickly.

The agenda described the infor-
mation item as follows:

“Pulaski County Public Schools 
would like to recommend that 
newly elected board members un-
dergo criminal background checks 
within 30 days of election or ap-
pointment.  The Pulaski County 
School Board would like all new 
board members to complete the 
process as soon as possible to 
address any potential questions 
before the January organization 
meeting takes place.”

“This came up during one of 
our (school board) trainings,” said 
Cox. She asked Graham to explain 
the item, and noted that the agen-
da language shouldn’t have said 
“newly” elected board members, 
but should be just board members.

Graham explained the back-
ground check is part of the VSBA 
training new school board mem-
bers are asked to go through, as 
are new superintendents.

He said the VSBA recommend-
ed background checks “for safety 
purposes, of course.”

Graham asked the board to give 
him more time to discuss the rec-
ommendation with his assistant 
superintendents, Sarah Polcha and 
Tara Grant, and then report back.

tax refunds and even lottery win-
nings over $600.

Morris said the e昀昀ort to collect 
on delinquent personal property 
and working through the Debt 
Set-o昀昀 procedures was di昀케cult.

“When I tell you it was over-
whelming, that is an understate-
ment. It was a huge undertaking,” 
Morris said, adding it didn’t help 
that four of her department’s 
seven sta昀昀 members contracted 
COVID.

“I have an amazing sta昀昀. They 
were ‘all hands on deck,’” she 
said.

She said so far delinquent per-
sonal property taxes collected 
are over $60,000 with $20,000 
in interest and over $28,000 in 
penalties for a total of $110,604 
collected.

Over $16,000 in delinquent 
utility bills have been collected, 
and over $30,000 including Debt 
Set-o昀昀 fees for both personal 
property and utilities.

That makes the total collected 
$159,687.

Morris said the amount collect-
ed through Debt Set-o昀昀 has re-
placed the revenue lost by elim-
inating the town’s decals.

“It has paid o昀昀. It’s been a lot 
of hard work and I appreciate my 
sta昀昀 greatly for all the hard work, 
time and e昀昀ort they have put in,” 
stated Morris.

“I can’t say enough about 
what Jackie was saying about 
her sta昀昀,” said Burcham. “They 
really have made it their goal to 
maximize the revenues that we 
are entitled to have. Candidly, 
every resident should support 
that, because if they have to pay 
it, so should the next person have 
to pay it.”

Status Solutions to
enhance school safety

Status Solutions, a leader in pro-
viding situational awareness and 
life safety technology, is proud 
to announce its latest partner-
ship with Pulaski County Public 
Schools. 

Building upon an established re-
lationship with the Pulaski Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors, Status 
Solutions will extend its innova-
tive solutions to the school district 
through its Grant of Use program, 
reinforcing the commitment to 
safety that the district and Pulaski 
County have embraced for years.

Pulaski County Administration 
has been a valued customer of 

Status Solutions since 2015, uti-
lizing the company’s situational 
awareness platform in their E-911 
call center and within county 
buildings. This new partnership 
expands the scope of this suc-
cessful relationship to ensure the 
safety and security of the school 
district’s students, teachers, sta昀昀, 
and visitors.

“In Pulaski County Public 
Schools, our top priority is the 
safety and well-being of our stu-
dents and sta昀昀,” said Rob Gra-
ham, Superintendent of Schools. 
“By integrating Status Solutions’ 

See SAFETY, page A8
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PULASKI COUNTY

Always A Good Haircut,
Sometimes A Good Story!

Star Barber Shop
123 West Main Street, Pulaski, VA 24301

Sam Corder, Barber

Holy CowHoly Cow 1801 Wysor Road 
(Rt. 100 South)

Exit 89A From I-81
Draper, VA.  24324

540-250-1775

Garden Decor & Pots,
Greenery & Home,

Bird Baths, Houses & Feeders
Antique, Vintage & New!

Open Fridays & Saturdays 10-5; Sundays 1-5Open Fridays & Saturdays 10-5; Sundays 1-5  

Antiques, Gardens and 

Great Finds
BelleIt ' s Time ForIt' s Time For

Sun昀氀owersSun昀氀owers
And PumpkinsAnd Pumpkins

teachers. As long as the kids are 
treated well and … you know if 
you treat your teachers well and 
they’re happy, the kids are going 
to learn,” Benson continued.

“My career with Pulaski Coun-
ty has been absolutely fantastic. I 
have loved Pulaski County even 
though I’m not a native of the 
county,” said Benson, who came 
to this area from Chesapeake. 

“I came to Ferrum College for 
a couple of years then came to 
Radford, did my student teach-
ing in Pulaski and I’ve been here 
ever since,” he said.

While he says his career at Pu-
laski County High School and on 
the school board has been good, 
Benson did regret one aspect of 
the job.

“You know it really bothers 
me when people want to put you 
down that don’t even know you,” 
Benson said.

“I have to say for the other 
board members who are running 
again, it’s daggone hard when 
people put you down that don’t 
know anything about education. 
I’ve been there (high school) for 
37 years and enough is enough.

“I’m just going to get out. 
I’ve got that grandson who’s 2 
½ years old and I keep him a lot 
of evenings and a lot of times 
during the day, and a lot of times 
I have to say ‘no, I’ve got a board 
meeting tonight I can’t keep him’ 
so…

“It’s that and the fact it’s gotten 
so political. So many people in 
the county think they know more 
about education than those of us 
who have done it for years and 
years and years.

“It was just time for me to get 
out,” Benson said.

Continued from Page A1

Benson

Benson was 昀椀rst elected to the 
school board in 2015 when he de-
feated Brenda Blackburn for the 
Cloyd District seat to succeed Joe 
Guthrie.

He ran for re-election in 2019 
and was unopposed.

“I want to thank the citizens 
who elected me in the last two 
elections, as well as the ones who 
signed my petition to run this 
time,” Benson added.

Benson said he plans to serve 
out the remainder of his term, 
which is due to end Dec. 31, 2023.

“Like I said, it’s time for me 
to do something di昀昀erent in my 
life. I have no hard feelings with 
anybody, it’s just too political for 
me,” Benson stated.

Benson’s withdrawal leaves two 
candidates on the ballot in Cloyd 
District – Jacob Price and Aaron 
Carr.

Leann Phillips, Director of Elec-
tions and General Registrar for 
Pulaski County con昀椀rmed earlier 
today that Benson had withdrawn  
early enough that his name will 
not be on the November ballot.

Phillips added she hopes the 
state will have ballots 昀椀nalized by 
the end of this month, then sample 
ballots will be available. 

“I know that is starting to be-
come a question many voters are 
asking about,” Phillips said.

Bill
Benson
昀椀rst won 
a seat on 
Pulaski 
County 
school  
board in 
2015

Dawg House donation goes to dogs … and cats
By WILLIAM PAINE
The Patriot

Another Dawg House restaurant 
will soon be opening in the NRV 
and, as a result, the Pulaski Coun-
ty Animal Shelter will acquire 
some much-needed furniture and 
equipment. The newest Tha’ Dawg 
House restaurant will be located in 
the former o昀케ces of Community 
Animal Hospital, which is located 
on Alexander Road near the inter-
section of Cleburne Boulevard in 
Dublin.

The owners of Community An-
imal Hospital decided to relocate 
their business to the middle sec-
tion of the old Wade’s building on 
Broad Street in Dublin but decid-
ed not to take all their pet related 
property with them.  

As a result, Mark Hale, found-
er of Tha’ Dawg House franchise, 
invited members of the Pulaski 
County Animal Shelter to come 
and take whatever they thought 
might be useful. As the Animal 
Shelter is in the midst of its own 
renovations, they found quite a 
lot of items to be useful.  By the 
end of the day Monday, animal 
shelter employees had taken six 
trailer loads worth of cabinets, 
tables, doors and gear including 
expensive medical grade lighting, 
metal wash tubs and a digital dog-
gy scale.

 This new Dawg House is situat-
ed about halfway between the two 
existing Dawg House restaurants in 
Radford and Pulaski. Hale opened 
the original Dawg House on Route 
100 in Dublin before deciding to 
move Tha’ Dawg House to the 
Town of Pulaski a dozen years ago. 
Hale then opened a second Dawg 
House in Wytheville and a couple 
years after that, he opened a third 
Dawg House in Radford.

William Paine/The Patriot

Mark and Heather Hale prepare the way for donations to be made to the Pulaski County Animal 
Shelter. Pulaski County Supervisor Mike Mooney come by to lend a hand, as Lisa Turpin of Pulaski 
County Animal Control looks on.

William Paine/The Patriot

The former home of Community Animal Hospital on Alexander 
Road across from the McDonald’s is set to become Tha’ Dawg 
House.

“We used to have a Dawg House 
in Dublin years ago and so we’re 
looking forward to coming back,” 
said Hale. “We had to shut the 
Wytheville Dawg House down in 
February due to litigation over the 
property. We had been there over 
昀椀ve years.”

With the new restaurant, Hale 
will again have three iterations of 
his popular eatery but before that 
happens, major renovations must be 
made to the building and adjoining 
property.

“Renovation will likely cost 
about $800,000,” said Hale. “Ev-

erything is going to be gutted out. 
We’re going to start from a new 
shell. It’s going to need a complete 
renovation.”

Hale stressed that a major aspect 
of the renovation will involve add-
ing another exit from the property 
to avoid congestion.

“The sidewalks will be replaced 
and the grass area next to the build-
ing, which was used as a fenced in 
area for the animals, will be made 
into a 28-space parking lot,” Hale 
explained. “There’s going to be 
a new egress coming in because 
everyone is concerned about the 
parking.

The new drive through lane will 
encircle in the building and then 
lead into a right turn only exit. 
That’s going to help ease some of 
the tra昀케c problems. I know it’s 
a heavy tra昀케c area but I feel like 
70% of the tra昀케c will be going 
right towards the manufacturers. 
You’ll be able to turn left at the 
existing egress(entrance) but most 
tra昀케c will 昀氀ow to the right because 
this is maybe the busiest intersec-
tion in the county.”

This latest example of Tha’ 
Dawg House will be unique in its 
own way.

“Here I’m probably going to 
extend the hours and do dinner, as 
well,” said Hale. “It’s gonna be an 
expanded menu and probably be 
seven days a week instead of six. 
We’ll have meat and two vegeta-
bles for the dinner crowd.”

Hale expects the new restaurant 
to have 23 booths for its patrons, 
though the plans for the interior are 
yet to be 昀椀nalized.

“Everything will be new and 
contemporary,” said Hale. “I might 
even have self-service kiosks. 
There will be counter service only. 
No waitress service. So that’s gon-
na help speed the process and to get 
people in and out.”

Hale predicts that renovations 
should be complete by the end of 
the year and is optimistic about the 

See DAWG, page A8
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NANCY CAROL THOMAS 
HURST 

Nancy Carol Thomas Hurst, 71, 
passed away on Sunday, August 
13, 2023. Nancy was a member of 
Max Creek Baptist Church and an 
employee of CVG in Dublin and 
previously worked at Rowe Fur-
niture in Salem. She was preced-
ed in death by her parents, Moyer 
Clifton and Lillie Hill Thomas; 
brother, Jerry Wayne Thomas; 
and her grandsons, Steven Dun-
can and Cody Semones.

She is survived by her husband, 
Roger Dale Hurst; son, Allen Ray 
Semones, Jr.; daughter, Frank-
ie Lea Trivette; grandchildren, 
Zachery O’Dell, Allen Semo-
nes, III “Trey”, Adriane Semo-
nes and Wyatt Semones; sister 
and brother-in-law, Brenda and 
Johnny Shelton; stepdaughters, 
Serita Melton and Wendy Hurst; 
and many other family members, 
cousins and special friends.

The family will receive friends 
from 2 p.m. until 3 p.m. on Fri-
day, August 18, 2023, at Max 
Creek Baptist Church. Memorial 
services will begin at 3 p.m. with 
Pastor Mike Coleman o昀케ciating.

The Hurst family is in the care 
of Mullins Funeral Home & 
Crematory in Radford, Virginia. 
www.mullinsfuneralhome.com

KEVIN MATTHEW 
SUTHERLAND 

MARION – Kevin Matthew 
Sutherland, age 37 passed away 
Sunday, August 13, 2023 after 
years long, hard fought battles 
with health issues.

Kevin was born in Radford, VA 
and was preceded in death by his 
maternal grandfather, James C. 
Shelton; paternal grandparents, 
Louis G. Sutherland and Nora 
Sutherland Turpin; father, Louis 
Glenn Sutherland.

Kevin enjoyed hunting and 昀椀sh-
ing, working with IT, computers, 
and technology. He had a love of 
history especially WW II and the 
Civil War. He enjoyed participat-
ing in reenactments.  Kevin loved 
gathering with family, seeing ev-
eryone laughing and enjoying 
themselves. He loved attending 
sporting events with his brother.

Survivors include his mom and 
stepdad, Barbara and Jody Mar-
tin; step brother, JD Martin; ma-
ternal grandmother, Sue Shelton; 
the three girls who stole his heart, 
Candi, Hope, and Gwen; a host of 
aunts, uncles and cousins.

A celebration of life will be held 
at a later date.  In lieu of 昀氀owers 
memorial contributions can be 
made to the American Cancer So-
ciety. Expressions of sympathy 
may be sent to the family at www.
bradleysfh.com.  Bradley’s Funer-
al Home is serving the family.

WALTER DOUGLAS 
(DOUG) SIFFORD 

Walter Douglas (Doug) Si昀昀ord 
went home to be with our Lord on 
August 10, 2023 and be reunited 
with his parents, brother and son. 
He was a retired Master Electri-
cian with Jarrett Electric for many 
years.

He loved to hunt, tend to his 
garden or sit in the sun, tan him-
self and watch the deer and rab-
bit’s play. Mainly, he loved to 
be around his family, his sons, 
loving life partner of 40 years, 
his step kids, grandkids and his 
great grandchildren (they were 
his world). He loved each of them 
with his entire heart.

He was the son of the late Wal-
ter Alexander Si昀昀ord & Frances 
Ethel Martin Si昀昀ord. He was also 
preceded in death by his son, Da-
vid Si昀昀ord and brother, Merrill C. 
Si昀昀ord.

Walter is survived by his sons 
– Darrell Si昀昀ord, Brian Si昀昀ord, 
grandson whom he raised – Jon-
athan Drake Si昀昀ord. His Loving 
Life Partner of 40 years – Bren-
da Bainbridge, her children he 
helped raise, Michelle Thompson, 
Angelia Bainbridge and Brian 
Bainbridge. His grandchildren – 
Kayla Si昀昀ord, Brandon Si昀昀ord, 
Jonathan Si昀昀ord, Katherine “Ka-
tie” Liddle, Alyssa Si昀昀ord, Taylor 
Si昀昀ord, Michael Hannah, Steph-
anie (David Brengel) Liddle, 
Jessie Bainbridge, Amelia (Mi-
chael Kendrick) Bainbridge and 
Brianna Jones. Great Grandchil-
dren – Huntre, Logan, Annabelle, 
Braydan, Riley, Connor, Dawson, 
Addie, Carson and Brayley. Spe-
cial friends and family – Bryant 
Gravley and family, Terry Connor 
and family, Carol Page and family, 
Roger Gravley and family and nu-
merous other friends and family.

He was both loved /admired by 
so many others that will forever 
miss him.

Soar with the Angels our be-
loved Poppy – We love you Al-
ways & Forever 

Doug’s Celebration of Life will 
be scheduled at a later date. In lieu 
of 昀氀owers, memorials may be sent 
directly to the family (P.O. Box 
123, Parrott, VA 24132.

 To sign his online guestbook, 
visit www.bowerfuneralhome.
com – Bower Funeral Homes, Pu-
laski is handling the arrangements.

JACQUELINE ANNE 
MYERS SPENCE 

Jacqueline Anne Myers Spen-
ce, age 84 of Pulaski passed away 
Friday at the Pulaski Health Care 
Center. Born September 19, 1938 
in Pulaski County, she was the 
daughter of the late Lawrence 
Wilson Myers and Elizabeth Ber-
tie DeHart Myers. In addition to 
her parents, she was also preceded 
in death by her husband, Robert 
Lee Spence, Sr., Son, Robert Lee 
Spence, Jr., Daughter, Lisa Carol 
Spence Jones and her husband, 
Nathaniel Wayne Jones, Sr., Sister 
Thelma Bryant and Brother, Joe 
Myers.

 Jackie was retired from the Pu-
laski Health Care Center where 
she worked within the kitchen, 
preparing food and serving it to 
the residents. She was a member 
of the Pulaski Church of God.

She was a wonderful mother 
and grandmother and helped care 
for her grandson, Nathan for 27 
years. Jackie was known by many, 
she walked most everywhere she 
went until she was unable and 
then resided at Pulaski Health 
Care Center. She always had smile 
and kind word for everyone. She 
read her bible and did her devo-
tions daily. Some of her last words 
before being unable to speak, she 
was praising her Lord on her death 
bed.

 She is survived by her
 Daughter – Regina Ann Bent-

ley & husband, William – Pulaski
 Grandson – Nathan Jones
 Brother – Fred Wilson Myers & 

wife, Diane – Dublin
 Sister – Carol Roark & hus-

band, Robert – Pulaski
 Many nieces, nephews, cousins 

and friends
Funeral services were held 

Tuesday, August 15, 2023 in the 
Bower Funeral Home Chapel, 
Pulaski with Pastor Donald Jones 
o昀케ciating. Interment followed at 
Highland Memory Gardens, Dub-
lin.

  To sign her online guestbook, 
visit www.bowerfuneralhome.
com

Bower Funeral Home, Pulaski 
is handling the arrangements for 
the family.

NOAH DAVID “DAVE” CON-
NER, SR. 

Noah David “Dave” Conner, 
Sr., 81, of Dublin, Virginia, passed 
away at his home on August 8, 
2023.

Dave, fondly known as Big 
Dave, was born to Luther and 
Grace Conner, on June 1, 1942, in 
Radford, Virginia.  He was a grad-
uate of Radford High School, and 
completed undergraduate study 
at Virginia Tech.  Dave worked at 
Kollmorgen as a Quality Control 
Manager until his retirement, after 
which he enjoyed spending his free 
time with his family, working in 
the garden or in his barn.  A child 
of the doowop era, he was truly “a 
classic,” just like this 1964 Plym-
outh Fury Convertible.

Dave is survived by his wife 
of 55 years, Patty, and his three 
children, Kristina and Matthew 
Legg, Sr., Noah David and Steph-
anie Conner, and Rebecca Con-
ner.  Dave is also survived by three 
grandchildren, whom he treasured: 
Madolyn Legg, Coralee Conner, 
and Noah David Conner, III.  He 
is survived by his brothers, Luther 
and Joy Conner of Christiansburg, 
Virginia, and Dan and Faye Conner 
of Radford, Virginia, and sisters 
Mary Lynn Conner, of Radford, 
Virginia, and Rebecca “Becky” 
and Wayne Hewitt of Chester-
昀椀eld, Virginia.  Dave is survived 
by his wife’s siblings, Sue and Jim 
McAlister of Christiansburg, Vir-
ginia, Chelsea and Richie Hurst 
of Riner, Virginia, Avria Hall and 
Kathy Henderson of Blacksburg, 
Virginia, Terry and Vickie Hall of 
Florida, Tim and Kim Hall of Dub-
lin, Virginia, and Larry and Bonnie 
Hall of Dublin, Virginia.  Dave is 
survived by many nieces, neph-
ews, great-nieces, great-nephews, 
friends, and non-biological loved 
ones who all knew him as “Un-
cle Dave.”  Big Dave will also be 
remembered as second father to 
Brian Quesenberry, and several 
others who a昀昀ectionately saw him 
as a father-昀椀gure as well. Dave was 
preceded in death by his parents, 
Luther Ishmeal and Grace Earles 
Conner, father- and mother-in-law, 
Avria “Ebb” and Mattie Smith 
Hall, his precious grandson, Mat-
thew Anthony Legg, Jr., and his 
cherished niece, Terri Lynn McAl-
ister Padgett.

Growing up on the New River, 
Dave enjoyed the outdoors im-
mensely.  He kept an impressive 
garden for many years, attended 
many 昀椀shing trips on Lake Erie 
with his friends, spent countless 
hours tending to his pool, and 
loved taking care of the many deer 
and birds that visit his home daily.  
He shared his love for animals with 
his family and had several beloved 
basset hounds over the years.  Dave 
was also passionate about sports.  
He loved tailgating and Virginia 
Tech, but he also coached his own 
children’s teams and attended as 
many of his grandchildren’s games 

See CONNER, page A5
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Are Free
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ROBIN LOUISE KEITH

Robin Louise Keith, age 62 of 
Dublin passed away Thursday, 
August 10, 2023 at the Lew-
is-Gale Hospital, Pulaski. Born 
November 24, 1960 in Radford 
she was the daughter of the late 
Cecil Franklin Keith, SR. & 
Catherine Nanny East. She was 
also preceded in death by her sis-
ter, Susie Mae Cook, stepbroth-
ers, Daniel Lee and John Pross. 

She is survived by her
Children – David Christian – 

Norfolk, Jennifer Gri昀케n – Ports-

See KEITH, page A8
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as he could.
Dave experienced health issues 

from an early age that would later 
disqualify him from military ser-
vice.  However, Dave led a life of 
service to his community.  He was 
a very active member of the Dub-
lin Lions Club for forty years, an 
accomplishment of which he was 
very proud.  During this time, he 
held many leadership positions, 
including President.  He was re-
sponsible for co-establishing the 
Leo Club at Pulaski County High 
School during his tenure.  As an 
eye transplant recipient himself, he 
valued the opportunity to go into 
local schools to test students’ eyes 
as a certi昀椀ed screener for the Li-
ons’ Kidsight USA campaign. And 
you could always 昀椀nd him serving 
Lion Dogs at the New River Valley 
Fair and the Flea Markets.  Dave 
was a member of Mt. View Unit-
ed Methodist Church, where he 
served as Youth Leader when his 
children were young.

The name David means “be-
loved” and there is no better way 
to describe him.  He loved his 
family 昀椀ercely and was loved by 
them to no end.  He never met a 
stranger and would do anything for 
anyone.  He would give you the 
shirt o昀昀 his back, although if he 
was at home, he probably wasn’t 
wearing one.  ��  You could hear
his whistling before you ever saw 
him and his laugh was infectious.  
He could 昀椀nd humor in any situa-
tion, with the quickest of wit.  He 
had an undying love for his wife 
and his children and grandchildren 
were his pride and joy.  He had the 
kindest heart and always put oth-
ers before himself, taking care of 
his family tirelessly.  He couldn’t 
and wouldn’t sit still – he always 
had a reason to go to the store. An 
OG Black Friday shopper from the 
days of Cabbage Patch Kids, he 
was skilled at 昀椀nding a bargain, 
whether he needed it or not. He 
was a role-model to many and he 
has left a legacy to behold.

The family would like to thank 
all of the doctors, nurses, and care-
takers at UVA Medical, Blue Ridge 
Cancer Center, Radford Carilion 
Hospital, Roanoke Memorial Hos-
pital, Je昀昀erson Surgical Clinic, 
LewisGale Hospital – Pulaski, and 
Carilion Clinic Outpatient Thera-
py in Dublin and special nephew, 
EMT, Tyler Hall, who was on the 
scene more than once when he was 
needed.

Dave’s family will host a Cele-
bration of Life event on Saturday, 
August 26, from 2:00 – 6:00 pm at 
the Dublin Lions Club.  This will 
be Big Dave’s kicko昀昀 tailgate for 
this season. Come as you are and 
stay for as long as you like. In lieu 
of 昀氀owers, please consider making 
a donation to the Matthew Legg, Jr. 
Memorial Scholarship or the Dub-
lin Lions Club in Dave’s name.  If 
you feel inspired by Dave’s life of 
service, consider membership in 
your local Lions Club or 昀椀nd an-
other way to serve your commu-
nity.

The Conner family is in the care 
of Mullins Funeral Home & Cre-
matory in Radford, Virginia. www.
mullinsfuneralhome.com

Continued from Page A4

Conner

VERONICA ANNE WHITE 
ROMBOW 

October 19, 1979
August 13, 2023

Veronica Anne White Rombow, 
43, passed away at her home in Pu-
laski on Sunday, August 13, 2023. 
She was preceded in death by her 
step-father, David Woodyard.

Survivors include her mother, 
Anne Woodyard; brother, Stanley 
William White (Julie); sons, Nathan-
iel Hart and Ethan White; daughter, 
Skarlytt Lytton; step-brothers, Ste-
ven Woodyard and Jonathan Wood-
yard; and many other relatives and 
friends.

The family will gather to greet 
friends from 5:30 until 7 p.m. on 
Friday, August 18, 2023 at the Mul-
lins Funeral Home in Radford.

The Woodyard/White family is in 
the care of Mullins Funeral Home 
& Crematory in Radford, Virginia. 
www.mullinsfuneralhome.com.

DAVID LEE GRAVELY 
March 22, 1954
August 15, 2023

David Lee Gravely, 69, passed 
away on Tuesday, August 15, 2023. 
He was preceded in death by his 
parents, Amos O’Dell and Sarah 
Reed Gravely.

He is survived by his loving wife 
of 16 years, Susan Simpson Grave-
ly; daughter and son-in-law, Jenny 
and Alden Hess; son and daughter-
in-law, Brian and Tonya Gravely; 
stepchildren, Shelley Quesenber-
ry, and Jay and Amber Summers; 
grandchildren, Olivia, Cami, Riley, 
Jacob, Charleigh and Link; brother 
and sister-in-law, Tommy and Jan-
ice Gravely; canine companion, 
Sam; and many other family mem-
bers and friends.

The family will receive friends 
from 1 p.m. until 2 p.m. on Friday, 
August 18, 2023, at the Mullins 
Funeral Home in Radford. Funeral 
services will begin at 2 p.m. with 
Pastor Frankie Graham o昀케ciat-
ing. Burial will follow in Highland 
Memory Gardens in Dublin.

The Gravely family is in the care 
of Mullins Funeral Home & Crema-
tory in Radford. 

GEORGE ROBINSON 
“ROBIN” HUNT, JR. 

George Robinson “Robin” 
Hunt, Jr. of Oakley, UT, passed 
away peacefully on August 14, 
2023.  Born the eldest of 昀椀ve chil-
dren to Martha and George Robin-
son “Bob” Hunt on September 8, 
1929 in Cincinnati, Ohio.  Grow-
ing up Robin lived in many states 
which led him to Dublin, Virginia 
where he met his wife of 69 years, 
Jane Jackson Hunt.  

Robin received his Bachelor of 
Science in Building Construction 
from Virginia Polytechnic Insti-
tute (Virginia Tech) Blacksburg, 
Va.  He served in the U.S. Navy 
from 1948-49 as a 昀椀reman appren-
tice in the engine room of aircraft 
carriers. 

In Robin’s early career he 
worked for Robert E. McKee Gen-
eral Contractors, Inc. for which he 

was part of building the Salt Pal-
ace (1967-69) in Salt Lake City, 
Utah. Robin was a talented build-
er and obtained a great deal of 
experience, not only with Robert 
E. McKee, but through a variety 
of positions with several corpora-
tions across many states:  Dravo 
Cooperation, Pittsburg, PA; Stone 
and Bester Engineering Corpora-
tion, Boston, MA; Foster-Creigh-
ton Constructors, Nashville, TN; 
J.A. Jones Construction Company, 
Charlotte, NC; Radford Arsenal, 
Radford, VA; E.J. Albrecht Con-
struction Company, Cario, IL; and 
Strum and Dillard Construction 
Company, Columbus, OH.

Robin loved Utah where he en-
joyed snow skiing, woodworking, 
golf, collecting miniature trains, 
traveling, construction, raising 
Llamas and sailing his Hobie Cat.   

He is preceded in death by his 
wife, Jane Jackson Hunt, parents, 
George and Martha Hunt, sisters, 
Lee Hunt “Boo” Quinley, Mary 
Hunt Frazier, and brother Pete 
Hunt.  He is survived by his sis-
ter, Fontaine “Bits” Hunt Copelin, 
and three nieces, Trish Davidson 
(Lane) of Minden, Louisiana, Cin-
dy Viers (Kenny) of Dublin, Vir-
ginia and Alice Taylor (Sammie) 
of Russellville, Tennessee. 

A special thank you goes to the 
loving and caring sta昀昀 at Regency 
Retirement Village and Amedisys 
Hospice of Morristown, Tennes-
see.

A private family memorial will 

be held at a later date.  
Allen Funeral Home of Mor-

ristown, Tennessee is assisting 
the family with arrangements.

NORA BELLE PUCKETT 
OWENS 

Nora Belle Puckett Owens, 
age 97 of Pulaski passed away 
Wednesday morning August 16, 
2023 at Commonwealth Senior 
Living – Christiansburg, Virgin-
ia. Born August 2, 1926 in Pu-
laski she was the daughter of the 
late John & Josie Bell Quesen-
berry Puckett. She was also pre-
ceded in death by her husband, 
Arless Edwin Owens, Sr., son, 
Arless Edwin Owens, Jr., daugh-
ter, Sharon Gunter, an infant sis-
ter and brothers, Willard, Ralph 
and Buddy Puckett.

After retiring from Radford 

See OWENS, page A7
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The fear 
factor

See LOWRY, page A7

Donald Trump has gotten 
indicted yet again, and, as usual, 
most of the other Republican 
candidates have been sympa-
thetic, if not outright deferential, 
to him. 

It’s another episode that raises 
the question: Can someone who 
is afraid of Trump defeat him?

Of all the advantages that 
Trump has in the competi-
tion for the 2024 Republican 
nomination -- immediate past 
president, ability to generate 
enormous media attention, etc. 
-- perhaps foremost among them 
is the fact that the other Repub-
lican candidates are afraid.

It’s hard to think of anyone 
who has ever won a major-party 
nomination while showing fear, 
especially of someone else in 
the 昀椀eld.

A successful candidate might 
be careful around certain issues 
or constituencies, or back o昀昀 of 
an unpopular position. But being 
clearly scared by an opponent is 
something else, entirely. George 
W. Bush and John McCain 
might have hated or disdained 
each other in 2000, same with 
McCain and Mitt Romney in 
2008, or Romney and Newt 
Gingrich in 2012. But no one 
was ever clearly, demonstrably 
afraid.

Until now.
When asked about Trump, 

most of the candidates might 
not actually lick their lips, or 
swallow hard or begin to blink 
faster, but you wouldn’t be 
surprised if they did. Generally, 
they’ll evade questions, reject 
the premise or revert to an an-
swer that has been as carefully 
crafted as an o昀케cial statement 
by one of the parties negotiating  
the Paris Peace Accords.

You can almost see them 
thinking:

Maybe he’ll leave me alone.
Maybe he’ll make me his 

veep.
Maybe there will be a better 

time to attack him later.
If they can help it, his oppo-

nents will never say Trump’s 
name -- he’s the most unnamed 
major politician in American 
history. Mike Pence has tended 
to call him “my former running 
mate.”

This means that Donald 
Trump’s political dominance of 
the rest of the 昀椀eld extends to a 
kind of personal and psycholog-
ical dominance. 

A key aspect of the Trump 
phenomenon from the beginning 
has been how he’s brought the 
subrational element of politics 
that’s always been there, but 
usually relatively submerged, 
to the fore -- more Frans de 
Waal, author of “Chimpanzee 
Politics,” than Richard Hofstad-
ter; more Dana White than Lee 
Atwater.

This raises the possibility 
that not taking Trump head-on 
means more than simply miss-
ing the opportunity to make the 
case against him. It also means 
implicitly acknowledging his 
status as the Big Man of Re-
publican politics, and the rival’s 
status as a subordinate player 
in the world Trump created and 
rules.

The only one who’s really 
not playing this game is Chris 
Christie, who gives as good as 
he gets and also needles Trump 
and initiates 昀椀ghts against him. 

Dear Dave,
I’ve heard you talk about paying for 

college for your kids. Why is this a require-
ment? I’m not trying to shirk my respon-
sibility, but I worked my way through 
college and so did my parents. My wife and 
I have talked about paying for their books 
and maybe rent. Am I missing something 
here?

— Thomas
Dear Thomas,
First, I don’t believe it’s a requirement 

that all parents pay for college for their 
kids. It’s not a moral issue, and you’re not 
an immoral person if you don’t or can’t do 
it. I’ve told plenty of single moms, single 
dads and parents who don’t earn a big 
income that their kids need to apply for as 
many scholarships as possible, learn how to 
work, and choose an inexpensive school if 
they want to continue their education. 

As a parent, one of your biggest jobs 
is to give your kids a moral compass and 
the tools they’ll need to succeed in the 
real world. And one of the keys to being a 
successful adult is engaging in a lifetime 
of learning. If the last time you read a book 
was when you were in high school or col-
lege, and you’ve never done training of any 
other kind since, you’re probably not very 
successful. Never. Stop. Learning. If I’d 
stopped learning after getting my bache-
lor’s degree, do you think I would’ve been 
able to build Ramsey Solutions? Absolutely 
not! 

Do you see where I’m going with this, 
Thomas? As an adult, learning is your job. 
An entire lifetime of learning is your job. 
And if you can encourage that in your 
kids with some level of help, 昀椀nancial or 

otherwise, then it’s your obligation to 
help them. You can’t expect a 17-year-old 
to 昀椀gure it all out. They don’t have the 
tools yet. 

The point is this: You don’t have a 
moral responsibility to pay for your kids’ 
college education. You do, however, have 
a moral responsibility to highlight the 
importance of knowledge, share what you 
have, and show them how to get more. If 
you can’t a昀昀ord to help with money, do 
everything else you can. There are plenty 
of more important things than cash. If 
you want to help 昀椀nancially, that’s 昀椀ne 
too. 

Just don’t use debt to make it happen!
— Dave

* Dave Ramsey is an eight-time na-
tional bestselling author, personal 昀椀nance 
expert and host of “The Ramsey Show.” 
He has appeared on “Good Morning 
America,” “CBS This Morning,” “To-
day,” Fox News, CNN, Fox Business and 
many more. Since 1992, Dave has helped 
people take control of their money, build 
wealth and enhance their lives. He also 
serves as CEO for the company Ramsey 
Solutions.

Not Their
Problem

Many Democrat-controlled cities and states, which are 
not on the border, think the crisis at our southern border is 
not their problem. 

 But, over the past few months, we’ve seen a string of 
northern Democrat-controlled cities and states declare 
states of emergency and request help from the federal gov-
ernment due to the number of illegal immigrants living in 
their jurisdictions.

 Massachusetts Governor Healey was the most recent 
o昀케cial to declare a state of emergency due to an in昀氀ux of 
immigrants to her State. According to the Governor, thou-
sands are being housed in emergency shelters around the 
State (some are bona 昀椀de refugees, but many are illegal 
immigrants). Governor Healey said that the State’s social 
services are overwhelmed, and the State needs help from 
the federal government.

 Washington, 
D.C., Chicago, 
and New York 
City have all 
declared immi-
gration emer-
gencies in the 
last year. New 
York State de-
clared an emer-

gency not long before Massachusetts.
 D.C. issued a state of emergency last September. Mayor 

Bowser blamed Texas Governor Abbott for the emergency 
when he bussed immigrants who had illegally crossed into 
the State to the nation’s capital. 

 This past May, Chicago joined D.C. in declaring an 
emergency – by that time the number of immigrants being 
cared for by local and state agencies was over 8,000.

 When Title 42, a public health order that allowed border 
patrol agents to send illegal immigrants back to their home 
country or the country they were most recently in, was 
coming to an end in May, New York Governor Hochul de-
clared an emergency in preparation of the coming in昀氀ux. 

 In the past few months NYC has had di昀케culty hous-
ing illegal immigrants living there. News reports tell of 
up to 2,000 being sheltered in tents on the Randalls Island 
soccer 昀椀elds. NYC Mayor Adams said that there are cur-
rently 57,000 immigrants sleeping in city shelters. Further, 
hundreds of hotel rooms are being rented for illegal immi-
grants by the city.

 Recently, a constituent complained at a Smyth County 
meeting that when he went to visit his daughter in NYC, 
he paid for his hotel room, while illegal immigrants were 
getting their stay covered for free by the taxpayer.

 Earlier this year when visiting the border, on my com-
mercial 昀氀ight back, there were two illegal immigrants and 
an ICE agent 昀氀ying to the immigrants’ placement location. 
Who do you think is covering that cost? 

 That’s right, you, the taxpayer!
 And yet, with all this hardship and struggle to manage 

the illegal immigrants living in their jurisdictions, these 
Democrat politicians support the 昀氀awed policies leading to 
these problems. Many have the attitude that it’s not a real 
problem until it’s their problem. But they support the lax 
border policies of the Biden Administration and complain 
when they have to deal with the real-life consequences.

 And instead of supporting 昀椀nishing the wall and de-
fending our borders, these Democrat politicians are calling 
on the federal government to expedite work authorizations 
for the illegal immigrants. 

 When declaring a state of emergency, Governor Healey 
stated, “an inability for migrants to obtain work authoriza-
tion from the federal government,” as one reason the crisis 
is so bad in her state. 

 She said not one word about the wall or the southern 
border.

 Should we reward people who intentionally break the 
law? I say No!

 I’ve long spoken out about how detrimental the Biden 
Administration’s open border policies are, which have re-
sulted in increases in human smuggling, human tra昀케ck-
ing, drug tra昀케cking, etc. 

 Republicans in Congress have repeatedly urged the 
Administration to change their ways, to close the border 
by resuming border wall construction and giving Border 
Patrol more resources to control the border. 

 We have also worked to hold the Administration ac-
countable for the results of their policies. Congress has 
called Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas in to testify 12 times 
since becoming Secretary. 

 And yet, our calls to follow the law and make necessary 
changes, fall on deaf ears.

 Instead, the Administration has shifted the blame away 
from their 昀氀awed policies repeatedly, saying either that the 
Trump Administration is to blame or that somehow it is 
Congress’ fault.

 Mind you, House Republicans have already passed a 
border bill, the Secure the Border Act of 2023, to address 
the crisis at our southern border. 

 Not one House Democrat voted in favor of it.
 It is clear, this crisis will continue until Democrats get 

real about the problem and support policies that actually 
close the border. Further, northern Democrat run cities and 
states must accept that the border crisis is their problem 
too. 

 
If you have questions, concerns, or comments, feel free 

to contact my o昀케ce. You can call my Abingdon o昀케ce at 
276-525-1405 or my Christiansburg o昀케ce at 540-381-
5671. To reach my o昀케ce via email, please visit my web-
site at www.morgangri昀케th.house.gov. 

A Degree Isn’t Power, 
Knowledge Is Power

Circuit Riders Spread 
the Gospel to Pulaski
The circuit riders of the 1700’s were ex-

ceptionally dedicated men who were on the 
road for God, and among the most enthu-
siastic Christians to storm the American 
shores.

In 1771, the renouned Methodist leader, 
John Wesley, recruited ministers from Eu-
rope to share the Gospel in America.  These 
ministers would travel the wilderness in 
the American Frontier, preaching in cab-
ins, taverns, jails, on the courthouse steps 
– anywhere there were people interested in 
listening.

When the American Revolution began 
the Methodist ministers were recalled to 
England, but Francis Asbury, who was 
Wesley’s assistant in the Colonies, re-
mained behind.  This young man some-
times rode 200 miles in a week, preach-
ing and inspiring listeners and preparing 
the hearts of the Nation for the coming 
storm… independence.

It is said that Asbury’s boundless love for 

Jesus was contageous and in fact it wasn’t 
just his preaching style that inspired con-
verts.  It was his total Christian lifestyle.  
In the 12-years devoted to ministry, As-
bury personally ordained 4,000 preach-
ers, traveled more than 250,000 miles on 
horseback, and preached more than 16,500 
sermons!  After he wore out three horses, 
he began traveling in a small, light cart, 
sometimes forcing his way through brush 
where no roads existed.

The circuit rider was so dedicated that 
people joked that when the weather was 

See NATION, page A7

One Nation
Under God

By Danielle Reid

Election Letter Policy
The Patriot will accept Open Forum letters on the upcoming November election 
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letters we receive as they are submitted, we do reserve the right to edit any letter 
and we do not guarantee all letters will be published. We plan to publish letters 
through Friday, Oct. 27. No letters will be published on Friday, Nov. 3.
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If Christie can achieve a break-
out in New Hampshire, it will be 
based, in part, on winning points 
on strength and courage while 
doing and saying what no one 
else dares. (Also-rans Will Hurd 
and Asa Hutchinson criticize 
Trump, too, but more politely 
and conventionally.)

All that said, the other candi-
dates are reacting to a genuine 
conundrum --Republican voters 
might be open to an alternative to 
Trump in theory, but they don’t 
want anyone to criticize him. 
How to square that circle is the 
biggest challenge for the rest of 
the 昀椀eld, at least those members 
of it genuinely running to win.

To be fair, Governor Ron 
DeSantis, as Trump’s main 
target, has been willing to push 
back as necessary, and he makes 
a constant, implicit critique of 
Trump’s electoral prospects and 
governing abilities. But the Flor-
ida governor is always careful 
to stay on the right side of the 
line, biding his time for later or 
hoping that his message catches 

on without having to grasp the 
nettle. This isn’t unreasonable, 
but, again, it exposes a disparity 
-- he has a strategy, while Trump 
has a sledgehammer.

So long as everyone believes 
that Trump has one and they don’t 
-- and acts accordingly -- the fear 
factor will continue to work in 
Trump’s favor.

Rich Lowry is editor of the 
National Review.

Continued from Page A6
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horrendous, only crows and Meth-
odist ministers would be about 
that day.  But it wasn’t only the 
weather that was an obstacle to the 
dedicated circuit rider.  Sometimes 
the worst menace was their fellow 
man.  One such story from the Rev. 
Peter Marshall’s book, “From Sea 
to Shining Sea,” relays the tale:

One day, Methodist circuit rider 
Jesse Lee found himself accosted 
by two lawyers.

“You a preacher, sir?” asked one.
“Yes, I generally pass for one,” 

replied Lee.
“You preach very often, I sup-

pose?”
“Generally every day; frequent-

ly twice a day or more.”
“How do you 昀椀nd time to study 

when you preach so often?”
“I study when riding,” said Lee.  

“And read when resting,” he add-
ed maintaining a smile, though he 
could see where they were head-
ing. 

The 昀椀rst lawyer feigned incre-
dulity, “But do you not write your 
sermons?”

“No, not very often, at least.”
“Do you not often make mis-

takes, preaching extemporaneous-
ly?” the second lawyer queried.

Lee nodded.  “I do sometimes.”
“Well do you correct them?” the 

lawer persisted.
“That depends on the character 

of the mistake.  I was preaching the 
other day and I went to quote the 
text, ‘All liars shall have their part 
in the lake that burneth with 昀椀re 
and brimstone,’ and by mistake I 
said, ‘All lawyers shall have their 
part…’”

The 昀椀rst lawyer interrupted him.  
“What did you do with that?  Did 
you correct it?”

“Oh, no.  It was so nearly true 
that I didn’t bother.”

“Humph!” said one lawyer look-
ing at the other.  “I don’t know 
whether you are more a knave than 
a fool.”

“Neither,” replied Lee smiling 
and looking at the one on his right 
and then the one on his left, “I’d 
say I was just between the two.”

The Methodists did not have 
a monopoly on circuit riders and 
many Presbyterians joined the 
ranks of God’s messengers to the 

wilderness.  One such story depict-
ing the awareness of the people and 
the frequency of seeing these min-
isters is recalled by the Rev. Peter 
Marshall.  It goes like this:

One minister, applying for lodg-
ing at a tavern, was addressed by 
the landlord:  “Stranger, I perceive 
you are a clergyman.  Please let me 
know whether you are a Presbyteri-
an or a Methodist.”

“I’ll tell you, but why do you 
ask?” responded the preacher.

“Because I wish to please my 
guests and I have observed that a 
Presbyterian minister is very par-
ticular about his food and his bed, 
and a Methodist about the care and 
feeding of his horse,” responded the 
landlord.

“Very well,” replied the minister.  
“I am a Presbyterian, but my horse 
is a Methodist.”

Although we can laugh about the 
anecdotes, the circuit riders’ mes-
sages were inspirational as well as 
thought-provoking; preparing the 
hearts and minds of the Colonists 
for independence.  Through them, 
God was infusing the concept of 
self-government, under His guid-
ance and wisdom in the Holy Scrip-
tures. 

We can feel the fervor of the cir-
cuit rider Francis Asbury by reading 
an excerpt from his diary:

“Oh, Lord, help me to watch 
and pray!  I am afraid of losing the 
sweetness that I feel:  for months I 
have felt as if in possession of per-
fect love; not a moment’s desire 
of anything but God…My body is 
weak, but this does not concern me 
like the want of more grace.  My 
heart is too cool towards God.  I 
want to feel it like a holy 昀氀ame.”

Asbury’s passion for God in昀氀u-
enced the Rev. Edward Morgan, a 
Methodist circuit rider who traveled 
and preached through the remote 
parts of Virginia, including what 
would become Pulaski County.  He 
met Alexander Page, a farmer, and 
became good friends.  The result 
of that friendship is Page’s Meet-
ing House which was built on land 
given by Alexander Page.  Bish-
op Francis Asbury preached in the 
chapel in 1802 and again in 1806.  
Historical marker VA-K45 com-
memorates this early establishment 
of the Methodist religion in Pulaski 
County, brought by God’s circuit 
riders.

Continued from Page A6
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STORE CLOSING!
25%  OFF FABRICS!

(Clearance Marked Down More Than 25% )

Embroidery Floss - 3 for $1.00
Books and Patterns -
Buy 2 Get 1 FREE!

Ms. Audr e' s Fabr icsMs. Audr e' s Fabr ics
206 Main Street • Nar rows, Va.

(540) 921-2042

Open 10-6 Tues. - Fr iday, 10-4 Saturday

1036 Memor ial Dr ive, Pulaski
540-750-1329 • 2ndhandlines@gmail.com

Buy Two Items 

Get One Of Equal Or Lesser Value

FREE!
Select From Our Wide Assortment Of Name Brand 
Clothing & Shoes, Designer Handbags, Jewelry & 

Accessories.  All Sizes ... 0 to 3X

MIX
and

MATCH
SALE!

O昀昀er Ends 
August 31

BRING IN 

THIS 

AD AND 

GET 
ANOTHER 
$5.00 OFF

Arsenal with over 25 years of 
service, Nora Bell worked many 
years and many places in retail, 
such as Mimi’s Tots & Teens, 
Wise Fashions and greeted at 
Walmart. She was one of the orig-
inal founders of the Max Creek 
Baptist Church in Hiwassee.

Nora Belle is survived by her
Son – Jon Davy (Tammy) Ow-

ens – Pulaski
Grandchildren – Bruce Guynn 

– Roanoke, Gena (JR) Brown – 
New River

7 Great Grandchildren – Sar-
ah Guynn, Jonathan Guynn, Co-
rey Lisi, Cameryn Lisi, Braxton 
Brown, Briannah Brown, Blayke 
Brown

Great, Great Grandchildren – 
Ryeland, Jordyn and Braylon

Brothers – Jim Puckett – TN, 
Jerry (Carolyn) Puckett – Pulaski

Son-in-law – Harry Gunter
A number of nieces and neph-

ews
Funeral services will be held 

2:00 PM – Friday, August 18, 2023 
at the Bower Funeral Home-Chap-
el, Pulaski with Rev. Harry Gunter 
o昀케ciating. Interment will follow 
at the Shiloh Cemetery.

The family will receive friends 
one hour before service time Fri-
day at the Funeral Home.

To sign Nora Bell’s online 
guestbook, visit www.bowerfu-
neralhome.com

The family would like to thank 
Commonwealth Senior Living 
(Christiansburg, VA) and Me-
di-Home Hospice for their loving 

care.
Bower Funeral Homes, Pulaski 

is handling the arrangements for 
the family.Continued from Page A5

Owens

Dublin sets 

Labor Day 
holiday schedule

Dublin Town O昀케ces will be 
closed Monday, September 4th 
for Labor Day.  Garbage sched-
uled for pick-up on Monday, 
September 4th will be picked up 
on Tuesday, September 5th.

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING

Gets Results!
www.pcpatriot.com

540-808-3949 or

ads@pcpatriot.com
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PET OF THE W EEKPET OF THE W EEK

Pulaski County Animal Control, 
80 Dublin Park Rd.

Dublin, VA 24084,  540-674-8359

Pet of the Week
Is Sponsored Each 

Week By
Todd Bruce, Mgr. 
Seagle Funeral 

Home

Monday-Fr iday 
10AM-4PM and 10AM-12Noon on Saturday

Meet Maggie! Maggie 
is a 5 year old spayed 
female beagle mix. She 
is a great listener and 
would make the perfect 
movie night on the couch 
buddy! She is treat moti-
vated and loves to go on 
walks as well. 

TombstoneTombstone
Cleaning & RestorationCleaning & Restoration

Stones cleaned, 昀椀xed and straightStones cleaned, 昀椀xed and straight

Stones dir ty, broken and leaning.Stones dir ty, broken and leaning.

‘Taking Care Of Those Who Loved Us First’‘Taking Care Of Those Who Loved Us First’

Call 540-578-4344 / Facebook@onegraveconcern
Veteran Owned & Operated

• Clean Granite, Marble, 

Soapstone, Limestone, 

Concrete Stones (removing 

all lichen, mildew and stains)

• Restore Bronze Veterans 

Memorials and Markers

• Straighten Leaning And 

Sunken Stones

• Repair Broken Marble Stones

Owner Mike Reedy

Multiple Stone Discounts
References Provided

BeforeBefore

AfterAfter

mouth, Stone Brooks Pross – Pu-
laski

Husband – Paul Patrick Pross – 
Beckley, WV

Siblings - Janice L. Dalton – 
Dublin, Patty A. Barnes – Dublin, 
Cecil F. Keith, Jr. – Dublin

Stepsister – Vera Faith (Steven) 
Groves – Chesapeake, VA

A number of Grandchildren 
and Great Grand Children

Funeral services will be held 
11:00 AM – Saturday, August 

19, 2023 at the Bower Funeral 
Home-Chapel, Pulaski. 

The family will receive friends 
one hour before service time Sat-
urday at the Funeral Home.

Interment will follow at the Trail 
Family Cemetery (Hiwassee).

To sign Robin’s online guest-
book, visit www.bowerfuneral-
home.com

Bower Funeral Homes, Pulaski 
is handling the arrangements for 
the family.

Continued from Page A4
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advanced situational awareness 
platform, we are taking a signi昀椀-
cant step towards creating peace 
and comfort for our teachers, stu-
dents, and families. Our partner-
ship with Status Solutions aligns 
perfectly with the County’s uni-
昀椀ed mission to provide a safe and 
nurturing environment for learn-
ing.”

The partnership with Status 
Solutions aligns with the Pulaski 
County Board of Supervisors and 
Pulaski County School Board’s 
uni昀椀ed vision of becoming the 
safest district within the region. 
By implementing Status Solu-
tions’ technology, the district aims 
to set a new standard for safety in 
education, attracting families to 
the area due to its reputation for 
excellence in security and care.

Mike Mooney, Board of Super-
visors and School Safety Commit-
tee Member expressed enthusiasm 
about the expanded partnership: 
“We have witnessed 昀椀rsthand the 
positive impact of Status Solu-
tions’ technology in our County 
buildings and emergency response 
facilities. This new initiative rein-
forces our priority and dedication 
to the safety and prosperity of 

our community. We are proud to 
support our uni昀椀ed mission to not 
only educate but also protect our 
most valuable assets.”

 Safety is the foundation of a 
thriving community. With the sup-
port of the Board of Supervisors, 
the School Board, and the Cham-
ber of Commerce, everyone is 
united in the commitment to grow 
Pulaski County by showcasing the 
district’s dedication to safety. This 
is why we are also enlisting the 
help of the Status Solutions Net-
work. This digital marketing busi-
ness was designed with the sole 
purpose of sending pro昀椀ts back 
to the school district to o昀昀set the 
costs of safety measures and then 
help fund any additional needs. 
Local businesses will have the 
opportunity to purchase a mem-
bership and be listed in the Status 
Solutions Network Directory. In 
turn, students, teachers, and fam-
ilies in the community are asked 
to patronize those businesses. The 
Pulaski County Board of Supervi-
sors, with the help of Status Solu-
tions and Status Solutions Net-
work, is inviting the community 

to take ownership and be part of 
a secure and vibrant educational 
experience.

“We 昀椀rmly believe that safe-
guarding our schools is not just 
a responsibility, but a moral im-
perative,” said Amy Je昀昀s, Presi-
dent of Status Solutions. “By har-
nessing the power of situational 
awareness and the Status Solu-
tions Network, our innovative 
funding model, we are dedicated 
to creating an environment where 
students, educators, and sta昀昀 can 
thrive. Our commitment to pro-
tecting schools goes beyond mere 
solutions – it’s about empowering 
communities with the tools they 
need to proactively prevent inci-
dents and ensure a secure future 
for their children.”

The partnership between Sta-
tus Solutions and Pulaski Coun-
ty School Board, forti昀椀ed by the 
Board of Supervisors enduring 
commitment to safety, symbol-
izes a shared vision of nurturing 
growth, fostering security, and 
creating a future where education 
and well-being go hand in hand.

Continued from Page A2

Safety

future of his latest eatery.
“The county has been working 

well with me,” said Hale. “I think 
the county is a good place to do 
business because they have helped 
me out from day one on this proj-
ect. Plus, I think Pulaski County is 
growing. They’re looking for new 

Continued from Page A3

Dawg

businesses and with more places to 
eat, you’ve got more choices.”

In addition to his Dawg Houses, 
Mark Hale owns three buildings on 
West Main Street but these days his 
attention is 昀椀rmly focused on his 
latest epicurean endeavor.

“Everything is going to be set up 

to the tee,” said Hale. “I’ve been 
doing this for 15 years. Not a lot 
of restaurants make it 15 years. 
You’ve seen a lot of them come 
and go in that time frame but, you 
know, I got a quality product at a 
good price with fast friendly ser-
vice. That’s what we do.”

Youngkin holds ‘Parents Matter’ town halls
By Morgan Sweeney 

(The Center Square) — Gov. 
Glenn Youngkin is leading a ‘Par-
ents Matter’ town hall tour across 
the commonwealth to engage Vir-
ginia parents on crucial issues im-
pacting youth.

The tour began over a month 
ago in Salem, and since then, the 
governor has spoken at Bristow, 
Richmond and Fredericksburg – 
areas that lean heavily Democratic.

The tour has focused on the is-
sues of standards in education, 
the mental health and drug crisis, 
youth and social media and “path-
ways for kids” – the idea that many 
di昀昀erent types of schools, with dif-
ferent learning models, should be 
available to children since they all 

learn di昀昀erently. 
The governor hosted the most re-

cent ‘Parents Matter’ event in Fred-
ericksburg, where Del. Tara Durant, 
R-Sta昀昀ord joined him.

Youngkin provided background 
on each topic, drawing attention to 
some aspects of Virginia K-12 edu-
cation that he 昀椀nds troubling.

“Over previous years, expecta-
tions were systematically lowered,” 
Youngkin said. “Literally, the num-
ber of questions on our standards of 
learning tests that had to be right in 
order to be pro昀椀cient was reduced.”

Virginia’s learning loss, accord-
ing to Youngkin and Durant, was 
the greatest in the nation for the 
commonwealth’s fourth graders.

One mother voiced concerns 
about the quality of middle school 

education not getting as much atten-
tion from legislators and administra-
tors as elementary and high school.

She said her son always loved 
school until he got to middle school 
and began struggling with mental 
health.

“We are losing kids from ele-
mentary going to middle school.” 
Another mother o昀昀ered her per-
spective. She homeschools her chil-
dren but also brings her experience 
teaching college math to bear.

“You’re talking about social me-
dia, and I don’t know if you include 
Youtube in that, but I think part of 
the learning loss issue can be cou-
pled with that amount of time that 
some kids spend watching Youtube 
over and over and over,” she said.

“I don’t know if it’s a product of 
COVID… and everything’s online 
now, but I notice a change [in my 

students] and I’ve been teaching 
college courses for 22 years.”

One mother spoke about rein-
stating di昀昀erentiation in schools, 
and a retired teacher backed her up, 
saying she spent the least amount 
of time with gifted students, as she 
was focused more on struggling stu-
dents.

“When my children went,” the 
mother said, “we had an honors 
sixth, seventh and eighth grade for 
English. They’ve gotten rid of it. We 
need more of those things for the 
middle school kids who are great 
students.”

As they voiced their concerns, 
Youngkin shared his administra-
tion’s education initiatives that Du-
rant has supported, and legislation 
and programs that have been passed 
or are in progress under his term.

Among other things, he men-

tioned the Literacy Act, which 
Virginia is revamping its literacy 
education and teacher preparation 
programs; an age veri昀椀cation law 
for porn users that caused PornHub 
to withdraw from Virginia; the 
Right Help, Right Now plan de-
signed to refashion mental health 
systems and services to meet better 
the needs of the drug epidemic and 
youth mental health crises; the cre-
ation of lab schools; new state-lev-
el guidelines for history and social 
studies that teach “the good and the 
bad,” according to Youngkin; and 
rules that enable children to bypass 
classes with sexually explicit ma-
terial, if their parents request it.

Youngkin wrapped up the town 
hall by encouraging parents to be 
involved in their children’s curric-
ulum, while touting his record as 
governor.
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Semper FiSemper Fi

Seamless Gutter,Seamless Gutter,
Painting & Staining Painting & Staining 

ContractorContractor

Decks • Porches • Flooring • Pressure WashingDecks • Porches • Flooring • Pressure Washing

Randal MorrisRandal Morris
USMC VetUSMC Vet
Owner OperatorOwner Operator
Licensed & InsuredLicensed & Insured
540-250-2288540-250-2288

semper昀椀paintingstaining@gmail.comsemper昀椀paintingstaining@gmail.com

Over 40 Years Experience • Free Estimates

Stuart’s Body Shop

Photo courtesy Pulaski County Tourism
Jet ski racer Keith McAfee. 

Regional Championship 
Jet Ski Racing Coming to 

Claytor Lake
From Pulaski County Tourism

Pulaski County is excited to 
announce that the American Jet 
Sport Association (AJSA) will be 
holding its 2023 Regional Cham-
pionship at Claytor Lake State 
Park on September 9 and 10.

AJSA was originally formed as 
the Chattanooga Jet Ski Club in 
2019. During its early stages, the 
club experimented with di昀昀erent 
jet ski courses and buoy riding at 
a local lake. By 2022, the club had 
grown to over 500 members and, 
that same year, hosted the largest 
race in the country with nearly 
100 racers.

Shortly after, the American Jet 
Sport Association was born.

Today, AJSA is focused on host-
ing races exclusively in the south-
east region of the country. With 
its headquarters located in Chat-
tanooga, Tennessee, the group 
works to limit its races to within 
a six hour circle of the city so that 
participating racers will not have 
to drive extreme distances to com-
pete.

On Saturday, September 9, and 
Sunday, September 10, AJSA will 
be hosting its Regional Champi-

onship at Claytor Lake State Park 
in Pulaski County. The event is 
open to both spectators and jet ski 
riders of di昀昀erent classi昀椀cations.

Saturday’s racing events will 
begin at 10:00 am and conclude 
around 5:00 pm. Sunday’s racing 
events will also begin at 9:00 am, 
but will end around 3:00 pm. Start 
and end times along with delays 
are dependent upon the weather 
and other varying circumstances.

“Pulaski County is thrilled to 
have landed an event of this cal-
iber at Claytor Lake for our local 
and regional competitors to race, 
and spectators from around the 
southeast to come and enjoy,” 
stated Laura Walters, Chair of the 
Board of Supervisors. “It takes a 
tremendous amount of planning 
and coordination to host such a 
prestigious championship event 
and we couldn’t have done it 
without Claytor Lake State Park, 
the Pulaski County Administra-
tion and Tourism Team, the AJSA, 
Pulaski County ACCE, and many 
others. We are grateful for this 
opportunity and look forward to 

it being a successful day on the 
lake.”

On both Saturday and Sunday, 
gates will open to spectators at 
9:00 am. It is suggested that spec-
tators bring their own chairs and 
tents to the event. Food trucks will 
be present on both days. The cost 
of AJSA admission will be $8 for 
kids and $10 for adults with $3 of 
each ticket being donated toward 
the Pulaski County ACCE pro-
gram through New River Commu-
nity College. Claytor Lake State 
Park will charge its parking fee as 
normal.

Anyone wishing to participate 
in racing events may email Keith 
McAfee at keith@ajsaracing.com 
or call at (423) 341-6416.

Featured jet ski racers at this 
event are several national and 
world champions including two-
time amateur ski division world 
champion and seven-time ski di-
vision national champion, Jimmy 
Wilson, and Pro Women Runabout 
World Champion, Sophie Francis, 
and many more.

PCHS 
online 
ticket 
info

Pulaski County High School 
will continue to use the online 
athletic ticket sales platform, 
Ticket Spicket.  

Here is the link for purchasing 
online tickets to Cougar athletic 
events,   spicket.events/pulaski-
countyhs.  

This option allows our spec-
tators the ease and convenience 
of buying tickets online.  Avoid 
lines! 

Below are a few items to note 
regarding PCHS athletic tickets 
as well as resources to help fans 
navigate on-line ticket purchas-
es.  PCHS will continue to sell 
tickets at the gate for those that 
prefer cash sales. 

Download the 
Ticket Spicket app!

Buy the ticket or season pass 
online:

-download the Ticket Spicket 
app

-create an account
-purchase your Fall Sports 

Pass or Year Long Sports Pass
OR Purchase Tickets for Pu-

laski Co. vs. Radford Bene昀椀t 
Football Game (08/18/23)

OR Purchase Tickets for Pu-
laski Co. vs. William Fleming 
Volleyball Match (08/21/23)

-pull up your ticket in the app
-show the QR code to PC sta昀昀 

at the gate to be scanned for ad-
mission

Other options for ticket 
purchase:

Pay with a credit/debit card at 
the gate:

-scan your card at the ticket 
booth 

-give your phone number to 
PC sta昀昀

-the ticket link will be texted 
immediately to your phone

-show the QR code to PC sta昀昀 
at the gate to be scanned for ad-
mission

PCHS 2023-2024 TICKET 
PRICE STRUCTURE

Cash Sales
Football: $8
All Other Sports: $7

App/Credit Card Sales
Football: $7 + Convenience 

Fee = $7.85
All Other Sports: $6 + Conve-

nience Fee = $6.80

Season Passes
Fall Sports Pass: 
Students   $30 + Convenience 

Fee = $31.50
Adults      $45 + Convenience 

Fee = $47.25
Year Long Pass: Students   $60 

+ Convenience Fee = $63.00
Adults      $90 + Convenience 

Fee = $94.50

Hokies 
announce  
out of 
conference 
schedule
Hokiesports.com

BLACKSBURG – Virginia 
Tech men’s basketball revealed 
its 2023-24 non-conference slate 
Tuesday, featuring 11 matchups 
over the 昀椀rst two months of the 
season.

The Hokies will tip-o昀昀 head 
coach Mike Young’s 昀椀fth sea-
son in Blacksburg on Nov. 6 vs. 
Coppin State in a season-opening 
doubleheader with women’s bas-
ketball.

 As previously announced, Tech 
will compete in the Hall of Fame 
Series vs. South Carolina on Nov. 
10 at the Spectrum Center in Char-
lotte, N.C. The Hokies return home 
for a pair of games against Camp-
bell (Nov. 15) and Wo昀昀ord (Nov. 
19), the latter marks the 昀椀rst time 
Young will face his previous squad 
as Tech’s head coach. Young spent 
17 seasons in Spartanburg, S.C., 
leading the Terriers to 昀椀ve NCAA 
tournaments and 昀椀ve Southern 
Conference tournament titles.

 Tech then makes its return 
to Orlando, Fla., for the ESPN 
Events Invitational (Nov. 23-26) 
inside State Farm Field House. 
The tournament will serve as a 
homecoming for Orlando native 
Hunter Cattoor, who has a knack 
for playing well in his home state. 
The Hokies open against Boi-
se State, which has quali昀椀ed for 
back-to-back NCAA tournaments.

From there, VT will swing up 
to Auburn, Ala., to square o昀昀 with 
the Tigers in the inaugural ACC/
SEC Challenge on Nov. 29. Tech 
closes out its non-conference slate 
with three home games against 
Valparaiso (Dec. 9), Vermont 
(Dec. 16) and American (Dec. 21).

The ACC schedule has yet to 
be announced, but the Hokies will 
welcome Boston College, Clem-
son, Duke, Florida State, Georgia 
Tech, Louisville, Miami, Notre 
Dame, Virginia and Wake Forest 
to Cassell Coliseum. On the road, 
Tech will clash with Florida State, 
Louisville, Miami, North Caro-
lina, NC State, Notre Dame, Pitt, 
Syracuse, Virginia and Wake For-
est.

Cougar golfers 

open season at 

Draper Valley
Played Aug. 8 at Draper Valley 

Golf Course

Salem (325) - Kathryn Ha (med-
alist) 70, Davis 82,Andrews 83, 
Rea 90
Radford (337) - Lucas Beeler 
78, Shull 84, Matthews 86, Crist 
89
Christiansburg (359) - Cum-
mins 79, Dudash 86, Carr 92, 
Linkous 102
Pulaski Co. (381) - Thatcher 
Singleton 84, Keaton Jones 
92, Bonnie Blevins 99, Connie 
Whitaker 106
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List Your Real Estate For Sale With Me
• 51 Years of Experience. 

• Principle Broker at McCraw Real Estate 
in Radford. 

• Top Producer. 
• Knows Real Estate Values. 

• State Licensed Auctioneer for 37 Years.  
 • Thousand of Homes Sold. 

I can sell your Home, Farm or 
Land for you! 

REALTOR and Member of New River Val-
ley Multiple Listing Service. I o昀昀er the Best 
Real Estate Service you can 昀椀nd.  Call me! 
Terry McCraw today at (540) 320-5200.

www.insurancecenterofdublin.com

543 East Main Street
Dublin, VA 24084 • 540-674-4678

See Us For All Your 
Auto, Home, Life, Business Insurance 

and Medicare Plans!

CALLCALL

540-838-1915540-838-1915
ISA Certi昀椀ed ArboristISA Certi昀椀ed Arborist

Classi昀椀ed Advertising Gets Results. 
540-808-3949

HOME FOR SALE

For Sale: For sale by owner. Nice 
three bedroom mobile home with 
two baths and wood burning 昀椀re-
place. Inside like new, ready to 
move into. Stove, refrigerator, 
washer and dryer, sofa and chair 
stays. All appliances work. Out-
buildings, lots of storage. Home 
sits on over half-acre 昀氀at lot. Lo-
cated in a residential area – not 
a trailer park.  Quiet neighbor-
hood, not a drive-through street. 
Paved road, close to Route 100 
in the county near Dublin, close 
to Walmart. Big porch deck. 
$92,500. Call 540-629-9003.

REAL ESTATE

For Sale: Three lots on Alum 
Spring Road. Call 540-629-3391.

Two burial vaults in Roselawn 
cemetery in Christiansburg. In-
cludes openings and closings, 
$7,500 or best o昀昀er. Call or text 
(540)553-6700

Cemetery Plots for sale. Two 
each, side-by-side located in 
Highland Memory Gardens in 
Dublin. Lot No. 220, Block D, 
Units 1 and 2, Section 6 in Gar-
den of the Gospels. Call 336-858-
8265.

For Sale - Burial plots at High-
land Memory Gardens - Two 
adjoining plots, 2 steel vaults w/ 
installation fee - $4800 (current 
cost at HMG is $9570)  Call 309-
333-6148.

For Sale - Burial plots at High-
land Memory Gardens - Two 
adjoining plots - $2300 (current 
cost at HMG is $4590)  Call 309-
333-6148.

For Sale: Cemetery plot for two 
people in Highland Memory 
Gardens Mausoleum in Dublin. 
Asking $8,000. Paid $10,000 for 
them 18 years ago.  Call 540-250-
0264.

Cemetery plots for sale: Cem-
etery plots for sale at Highland 
Memory Gardens in the Gar-
den of the Last Supper. Sold for  
$2,895 each, will sell for $800 
each. Call 210-416-7986.

For Sale: Graveyard plots at 
Highland Memory Gardens in 
Dublin. Two, side-by-side at Lot 
24, Block “D” unit 1 and 2 in 
the Masonic Garden. They sell 
for $2,695.00 each, will sell for 
$2,000 each. Call 540-674-9311.

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

For Rent: Two bedroom apart-
ment in Pulaski. Call for more 
information. 540-980-1044.

HELP WANTED

Pulaski Adult Day Service & 
Fall Prevention Center in Dublin 
seeks a Certi昀椀ed Nursing Assis-
tant to work in a cheerful, posi-
tive and stimulating environment. 
Hours 8-5 Monday – Friday. Ev-
ery weekend o昀昀. Salary negotia-
ble according to experience. Ap-
ply at the Center at 211 5th Street, 
Dublin, Va.

Martin Tree is hiring. Call 540-
235-4677.

EMPLOYMENT

Will do yard work, detail cars, 
janitorial work, painting, carpen-
try and crafts. Call 540-629-9003.

YARD SALES

MULTI FAMILY YARD SALE: 
8 am Friday & Saturday August 
18 & 19, 5837 Jewell Avenue 
Dublin. The one you’ve been 
waiting for!! Furniture, TVs, lots 
of household & decor, super nice 
clothing and SO much more!

Yard Sale: Saturday, Aug. 19, 8 
a.m. until 1 p.m. at 1008 More-
head Lane, Pulaski.

Yard Sale: 3865 Bainbridge 
Drive, Pulaski, Thursday, Aug. 
24, Friday, Aug. 25 and Saturday, 
Aug. 26 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Phone 540-320-9072.

Yard Sale: Friday, Aug. 25 and 
Saturday, Aug. 26 from 8 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. at 5981 Castle Avenue, 
Dublin.  Weather permitting.

Large Yard Sale: Friday and Sat-
urday, Aug. 18 and 19 from 8 a.m. 
to ??  Household items, furniture, 
whatnots, jewelry, tools, mow-
er, saws, snow blower, toys and 
more. 4537 Heather昀椀eld Lane, 
Pulaski.

35+ Years
Of Friendly
Professional

Service
(540) 980-1117

Corner of 5th Street & Washington Ave., Pulaski

Wayne McGlothlin, Broker   540-616-4587  
Pat Farmer 540-320-4698      

SERVICING THE ENTIRE NEW RIVER VALLEY & CLAYTOR LAKE
RESIDENTIAL. COMMERCIAL. PROPERTY MANAGEMENT.

THINKING OF A CAREER CHANGE? COME WORK WITH THE HOMETOWN TEAM

hometownpulaski@gmail.com

Home Town 
Realty

Town of Pulaski Govdeals Surplus Sale
The Town of Pulaski will be selling surplus items on Govdeals. If 
you are interested in any of the items, please visit Govdeals.com 
and search under the Town of Pulaski. The items will be uploaded 
August 25, 2023. 
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OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, Aug. 20, 1-4 p.m.

1. Deeded Lake Acess - Peak Creek- Fishing, Canoeing, Kayaking
2. 5 BR, 4 Baths, 4,224 SF
3. 22.3 Acres - Mini Farm
4. Tree Stand, Barn, Multiple Bldgs.
5. Pond, Livestock Waterers
6. Privacy, 4 Fenced Fields
7. <1 mile to Conrad Brothers Marina & Rock House Marina to 

launch boats

Directions:  From I-81 at Dublin Exit 98, Take Rt 100 South, Pass Rock 
House Marina & Conrad’s Marina, Cross Bridge, take left on Mill Creek 
Circle, Lake Access on Left on Peak Creek. 3.8 miles & 6 min from I-81.

Regina R. Piland 
‘TLC With World Class Service’
Century 21 Valley Real Estate
Cell - 540-818-9187
O昀케ce- 540-674-1800
Email: ReginaRPiland@Gmail.com
Webb Site: www.ReginaRPiland.com

Claytor Lake
3984 Mill Creek Circle, Pulaski

Pr ice Reduced To $799,900

Applications are now being accepted for a part-time Environmental 
Services Technician with Pulaski County. This position is 
responsible for performing routine cleaning/custodial and 
maintenance duties as required for all Pulaski County Buildings. 
Applicants must have some knowledge of cleaning methods, 
materials and equipment utilized. The beginning wage is $13.00 
per hour and is commensurate upon education and experience. 
Applicants must undergo a criminal background check and drug 
test for employment.

Interested individuals may apply at the appropriate Virginia 
Employment Commission O昀케ce or may download and submit 
an application from www.pulaskicounty.org to Tammy Nichols at 
tnichols@pulaskicounty.org.

Position is open until 昀椀lled.

Equal Oppor tunity Employer

Pulaski County
Environmental

Services Technician
Par t-Time

Pulaski County 
Tour ism Depar tment

Marketing & Communications
Coordinator / Deputy PIO

The Pulaski County Tourism Department is seeking to 昀椀ll a full-
time Marketing and Communications Coordinator/Deputy PIO 
position. This position assists with the strategy, overall development 
and execution of a consistent tourism marketing plan for Pulaski 
County. The positon oversees the maintenance of the tourism 
website and various social media platforms as well as developing 
marketing materials aligned with the tourism marketing plan. In 
addition, the individual will handle inquiries from the public in 
person, via email, and/or phone pertaining to activities or general 
information about Pulaski County. This position also records 
reservations for facilities at local parks as well as activities related 
to the Parks and Recreation programs.

Applicant must possess a Bachelor’s Degree in Communication or 
Public Relations. A background in tourism or equivalent experience 
is also preferred. Selected candidate must submit to and pass a 
drug and alcohol test. Please see a full job description at www.
pulaskicounty.org for additional information.

The salary scale for this position is $46,342 - $67,433 and is 
commensurate upon education and experience. Interested 
individuals may apply at the appropriate Virginia Employment 
Commission O昀케ce or email a completed application to tnichols@
pulaskicounty.org.

Excellent bene昀椀t package that includes:
• Health, dental & prescription insurance
• Optional vision, cancer, critical illness, accident, life, 昀氀ight medic 
care, pet and Christmas Club
• Virginia state retirement & life plus optional 457b retirement 
program with company match
• Sick, vacation and birthday leave
• Short and long-term disability
• Multiple paid holidays
• Free YMCA membership and more!!!

Position is open until 昀椀lled

Equal Oppor tunity Employer

Notice For
Town of Dublin

Utility Customers

Attention Town of Dublin Utility Customers:

Our o昀케ce/lobby will be closed to the public on Thursday, August 
24th and Friday, August 25th for 昀氀oor remodeling. O昀케ce sta昀昀 will 
still be here to assist you by phone. Payments can be made through 
our customer web portal at dublintown.epayub.com and through 
our website at dublintown.org as well as our payment drop box 
(please do not put cash in this box). If you need to apply for utility 
service during these two days, please call our o昀케ce for instructions 
on how to apply at 540-674-4731.

Thank you for your patience, understanding and cooperation as 
always and during these two days.

The Pulaski County Public Safety Department is hiring full-
time Emergency Medical Technicians, Advanced EMT’s, 
and Paramedics. Please see the full job description at www.
pulaskicounty.org.

Minimum quali昀椀cations include EMT, AEMT, or Paramedic 
Certi昀椀cation, and completion of a state approved EVOC course. 
Applicants must be insurable under the Existing County of Pulaski 
vehicle policy, which currently requires a minimum age of 18 and 
1.5 years of driving experience with an acceptable driving record. 
A background screening and drug and alcohol test is also required.

Full-time sta昀昀 work 48 hours per week with variable shifts including 
24-hour shifts as needed. Salary is commensurate upon education, 
training and experience. A full bene昀椀t package, which includes 
health, dental, vision, life insurance, VRS retirement, optional 
457b retirement plan, paid sick, vacation and holidays are included 
in this position. A $1,500 recruitment bonus (paid upon successful 
completion of a precepting program and orientation period) is also 
included. The employer covers uniform and training expenses.

Interested individuals may apply at the appropriate Virginia 
Employment Commission or download and submit an application 
to Tammy Nichols, Human Resources Director at tnichols@
pulaskicounty.org.

Position is open until 昀椀lled. 

Equal Oppor tunity Employer

Pulaski County
Public Safety

Emergency Medical
Services Providers

Pulaski County 
Public Safety 

Is Hiring!VEHICLES FOR SALE

Car For Sale: 2004 Chrysler Se-
bring convertible, 123,000 miles. 
Newly inspected, new battery. 
Runs good. $3,700. Call 540-
980-3203.

WANTED

Newbern Methodist Church is in 
need of canning jars. Each year 
the church makes apple butter for 
the Newbern Fall Festival.  The 
church is asking for donations 
of pint and quart canning jars. 
If anyone has jars to donate, we 
would appreciate them and will 
pick them up. We need jars, lids 
and rings. Please call 540-616-
4300, 703-477-8795 or 540-674-
6339. Thank you!

FREE

Free to a good home - 5-month-
old female Australian Shepard. 
Color is black, white and Tan. 
She is a nice dog but we can not 
keep her. Email: pawblair1448@
yahoo.com

FOR SALE:  
MISCELLANEOUS

For Sale: Round oak table for 
sale with pedestal and claw feet. 
Four high-backed chairs. $250. 
Call 540-250-7110.

For Sale: Trailer hitch with sway 
bars.  Cost $500, will sell for 
$250.  New. Call 540-927-4759.

For Sale: Full-size bed with mat-
tress, with remote. Easy to get 
into. Made for handicapped indi-
vidual. In good condition. $300. 
Call 540-629-9003.

For Sale: Round maple table with 
six chairs. Like new, with leaf. 
$160. Call 540-629-9003.

For Sale: Table with four chairs, 
$175; storm door, 32”x80”, $75. 
Call 980-2291.

For Sale: Two grandfather clocks 
and milk glass. Call 980-2943.

For Sale: Many bed comfort-
ers, blankets and throws; book 
shelves and other furniture, and 
crochet yarn. Call 540-230-5386.

For Sale: Two twin-sized bed 
frames, $15 each. Furniture and 
microwaves, $12 and up. Call 
540-230-5386.

For Sale: Deering Goodtime 
classic openback banjo and soft 
case, $500. Call or text (540)553-
6700

Pear shaped diamond ring, 14K 
yellow gold, size 7, price reduced 
to $475. Includes information 
card with details about the ring. 
Call 540-980-5361.

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Adver-
tise your upcoming auctions state-
wide and in other states. A昀昀ord-
able Print and Digital Solutions 
reaching your target audiences. 
Call this paper or Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Now O昀昀ering Financing!  Ronnie 
Jenkins II Windows, Siding, Roof-
ing and Gutters!  FREE Estimates! 
Call 804-739-8207 for More De-
tails! American Made Products!

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install 
a new, custom bath or shower in 
as little as one day. For a limited 
time, we’re waiving all installa-
tion costs! (Additional terms ap-
ply. Subject to change and vary 
by dealer. O昀昀er ends 9/30/23) Call 
1-877-460-5348

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during util-
ity power outages, so your home 
and family stay safe and comfort-
able. Prepare now. Free 7-year ex-
tended warranty ($695 value!). Re-
quest a free quote today! Call for 
additional terms and conditions. 
1-877-636-0738
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FORT CHISWELLFORT CHISWELL
SEW & VACSEW & VAC

Specializing In Sewing Machine and 

Vacuum Cleaner Sales & Service

We Are Now AWe Are Now A  JANOMEJANOME  

SEWING MACHINE OUTLET CENTERSEWING MACHINE OUTLET CENTER!!

787 Fort Chiswell Road, Max Meadows, Va. 24360 
(Across From Fort Chiswell High School)

276-637-3139
Open Tues.-Fri. 10-5 and Sat. 10-1

Over 

50 Years

Experience

We Have Riccar, Miele, Simplicity Vaccums and More
Household and Commercial

OK Barber Shop

321 East Main Street
Pulaski • 540-994-0231

Open 6 a.m.-5:30; Saturday 6 a.m.-4 p.m.
Closed Wednesday and Sunday

Replace your roof with the best 
looking and longest lasting mate-
rial – steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last a life-
time! Limited Time O昀昀er - $500 
Discount + Additional 10% o昀昀 in-
stall (for military, health workers 
& 1st responders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-844-902-4611

Eliminate gutter cleaning forev-
er! LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter es-
timate today. 20% o昀昀 Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-877-614-6667

The bathroom of your dreams for 
as little as $149/month! BCI Bath 
& Shower. Many options available. 
Quality materials & profession-
al installation. Senior & Military 
Discounts Available. Limited Time 
O昀昀er - FREE virtual in-home con-
sultation now and SAVE 15%! Call 
Today! 1-844-945-1631

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-the-line in-
stallation and service. Now featur-
ing our FREE shower package and 
$1600 O昀昀 for a limited time! Call 
today! Financing available. Call 
Safe Step 1-877-591-9950

REAL ESTATE 

ATTN. REALTORS:  Advertise 
your listings regionally or state-
wide. A昀昀ordable Print and Digital 
Solutions that get results!  Call 
Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576, landonc@
vpa.net

SERVICES

D I V O R C E - U n c o n t e s t -
ed, $475+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$295.00. No court appear-
ance. Estimated completion time 
twenty-one days. Hilton Oliver, At-
torney (Facebook). 757-490-0126. 
Se Habla Espanol. BBB Member. 
https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.com. 

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mo-
bility with the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 888-
608-4974

FREE high speed internet for those 
that qualify. Government program 
for recipients of select programs 
incl. Medicaid, SNAP, Housing 
Assistance, WIC, Veterans Pen-
sion, Survivor Bene昀椀ts, Lifeline, 
Tribal. 15 GB internet service. 
Bonus o昀昀er: Android tablet FREE 
with one-time $20 copay. Free 
shipping & handling. Call Maxsip 
Telecom today! 1-855-970-1995

NASCAR rolls into Watkins Glen this weekend
From NASCAR

Pressures to make the Playo昀昀s 
are mounting as the NASCAR 
Cup Series prepares for the pen-
ultimate race of the 2023 NA-
SCAR Cup Series regular sea-
son, the Go Bowling at The Glen 
at Watkins Glen International, 
this Sunday, August 20 at 3 p.m. 
ET on the USA Network, MRN 
and SiriusXM NASCAR Radio 
(Channel 90).

 Watkins Glen International is 
the 昀椀fth of six road courses on 
the 2023 NASCAR Cup Series 
schedule; joining Circuit of The 
Americas (Winner: Tyler Red-
dick), Sonoma Raceway (Martin 

Truex Jr.), Chicago Street Race 
(Shane van Gisbergen) and Indi-
anapolis Motor Speedway Road 
Course (Michael McDowell). Af-
ter this weekend, the only road 
course left on the 2023 schedule 
will be the Charlotte Motor Speed-
way ROVAL on Oct. 8, 2023.

 This weekend will mark the 
40th running of a NASCAR Cup 
Series race on the historic 2.45-
mile multi-elevational Watkins 
Glen International road course 
located near Watkins Glen, New 
York in the Finger Lakes region of 
the state. 

  NASCAR Hall of Famer Tony 
Stewart leads the NASCAR Cup 
Series in victories at Watkins Glen 
International with 昀椀ve wins (2002, 
’04, ’05, ’07 and ’09); one win shy 
of tying the series record for most 
road course wins at a single track 
at six held by NASCAR Hall of 
Famer Bobby Allison at Riverside 
Raceway (1971, ’73, ’75, ’79, ’81 
sweep).

 Hendrick Motorsports team-
mates Chase Elliott (2018, 2019) 
and Kyle Larson (2021, 2022) and 
Richard Childress Racing’s Kyle 
Busch (2008, 2013) lead all active 
NASCAR Cup Series drivers in 

wins at Watkins Glen International 
with two victories each. The 2021 
NASCAR Cup Series champion 
Kyle Larson is the most recent 
winner at the 2.45-mile track, win-
ning last season’s event by a scant 
.882-second over second-place AJ 

Allmendinger. 
 All the NASCAR Cup Series 

on-track activity begins with prac-
tice and Busch Light Pole Quali-
fying at 12:30 p.m. ET on the USA 
Network.

Joe Gibbs Racing driver and 
current NASCAR Cup Series 
point standings leader, Martin 
Truex Jr., can clinch the 2023 

Regular Season Championship 
presented by Coca-Cola this 
weekend at Watkins Glen Inter-
national in the Go Bowling at 
The Glen on Sunday, August 20 
at 3 p.m. ET (on USA, MRN and 
SiriusXM NASCAR Radio) by 
being ahead of the driver in sec-
ond in the standings by 61 points 
at the conclusion of the race. 

Michael McDowell, driver of the #34 Horizon Hobby Ford, and his family kiss the bricks on track af-
ter winning the NASCAR Cup Series Verizon 200 at the Brickyard at Indianapolis Motor Speedway 
on August 13, 2023 in Indianapolis, Indiana. (Photo by Justin Casterline/Getty Images)

Classi昀椀eds Work.
Call 540-808-3949
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Draper Valley Baptist Church
3200 Lee Highway
Draper, Va. 24324

Pastor: Alan Pearce
Service Times:

Bible Study Sunday, 10 a.m.
Sunday Worship, 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening, 5 p.m.

email: drapervalleybc@gmail.com
www.drapervalleybaptist.org

Grace Baptist Church
552 E. Main Street
Dublin, Va. 24084

Pastor: Doug Testerman
674-1762

Primary Services:
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Sunday worship

Sunday  Night Power Hour, 6 to 7 p.m.
Wednesday Night 7 to 8 p.m.

Grace Kids and Teens Bible Study

Open Door Baptist Church
4576 Miller Lane

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor: Rev. N.K. Howlett
Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.

Worship, 11 a.m.
Wednesday Night, 7 p.m.

Phone: 980-2046

Draper Methodist Church
3080 Greenbriar Road

Draper, VA 24324
Pastor: Lee Wiggins

Email: o昀케ce@draper-methodist-church.com 
Primary Service Times:
Sunday School, 10 a.m.

Worship, 11 a.m.

Christ Episcopal Church
144 North Washington Ave., Pulaski

P.O. Box 975
Service: 10 a.m. every Sunday

Phone: 980-2413
Email: christ24301@gmail.com

Jordan Chapel Methodist
Pastor: Ginny Tompkins

Worship: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

Cecil's Chapel Church
5801 Cecil’s Chapel Road

Hiwassee, VA 24347
Worship Service:  9am
Sunday School:  10am

www.facebook.com/cecils chapel

Valley Harvest Ministries
1 Harvest Place

Dublin, VA 24084
Senior Pastor Steve Willis 

Associate Pastors: Perry Slaughter, 
Walter Gueste, Derick Burton

Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
Hispanic Ministry Service- Sunday 6 p.m. 

Wednesday School 7 p.m. 
www.vhmdublin.org

540-674-4729

Dublin Baptist Church
Pastor Allen Mahan, II

100 Hawkins Street, Dublin, VA 24084
540-674-6061

secretary@dublinbaptistva.org
Website: dublinbaptistva.org

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11 a.m.

Sunday Adult Bible Study: 6 p.m.
Tuesday Women’s Bible Study: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study, 7 p.m.

Food Pantry: Wednesdays 10 a.m - 2 p.m.

Allisonia Pentecostal Holiness Church
1560 Julia Simpkins Road

Allisonia, VA 
Pastor Justin Phillips

Sunday Morning Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship: 6 p.m.

First United Methodist Church 
301 N. Je昀昀erson Ave. - Pulaski (physical) 
135 Fourth St., NW - Pulaski (mailing)

Pastor’s Name: Josh Kilbourne 
Sunday Service: 10:00 AM 

Hispanic Service: 3 p.m.
Contact Info. Phone: 540.980.3331

e-mail: o昀케ce@fumcpulask.org 
website: www.fumcpulask.org  

FACEBOOK@FirstUMCPulaski and 
WBLB 10:00 am

Belspring Baptist Church
6887 Depot Street

Belspring, VA 24058
Pastor Darrell Linkous

Service Times:
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study and 

Youth Group: 7 p.m.
Darrell Linkous: 353-0081

belspringbaptistchurch@gmail.com

Delton Church of God 
of Prophecy

4570 Boyd Road, Draper, VA 24324
Pastor Vickie Lee Viars

deltoncogop@gmail.com   (276) 620-3191
Sunday mornings - 11 AM to 12 PM

Sunday evenings-Facebook live services 
announced on Facebook 

Wednesday evenings- To be announced at 
later future time until COVID-19 ceases
Delton COGOP is following all COVID-19 

safety guidelines of social distancing, masks, 
cleaning, and disinfection.

Heritage Church
6195 Cleburne Boulevard, Dublin

Joe Ratcli昀昀, Pastor
Service Times: 

Wednesdays, 7 p.m.; 
Sundays, 10 a.m.
(540) 674-9220

Website: www.heritagechurch.net
Facebook.com/

HeritageChurchDublinVA

First Missionary Baptist Church
7318 Manns Drive 

Fairlawn, Virginia 24141-8524
(540) 639-5331

email: fmbc1872@verizon.net
Pastor: Rev. Richard A. Goodman, Sr.

Associate Minister:
Rev. Annette Cheek

Clerk: Mrs. Carlotta Lewis
Sundays: 

Morning Worship  11:00 a.m.
The Lord's Supper - Each First Sunday

Wednesdays: Prayer Meeting &       
Bible Study  6:30 p.m.

Draper’s Valley Presbyterian (PCA)
2755 Old Baltimore Road, 

Draper, VA 24324
 Senior Pastor: Rev. Roland Mathews
Interim Pastor: Rev. David Gilleran

Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.

Sunday Evening Worship Service 6:15 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Groups and Adult Prayer 

& Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
Phone - 540-994-9015

e-mail - drapers.valley@dvpca.org
website - www.dvpca.org

Sunday Morning Worship Live-Stream • 
10:30 a.m. (or anytime on YouTube)

Trinity Lutheran 
Church ELCA

2 Fifth Street, N.W., Pulaski
540-980-3624

Pastor: Rev. Jessica Darty 
trinitypulaski @gmail.com

Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
(Sept. - May)

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
(June - Aug.)

Sunday Worship Live stream on Facebook 
Bible Study: Wednesday, Noon

www.trinitypulaski.org

Trinity United Methodist
Pastor: Bill Schoeneman

540-695-0054 
Sunday Worship - 9:45 a.m.

Bible Study - Wednesday, 7 p.m.
528 5th Street, S.E.

Pulaski, Va.
Phone - 980-0820

Grace Ministries
Church of God of Prophecy

1021 Macgill Street
Pulaski, VA 24301

Church: 540-980-2118
Cell: 276-233-8083

Bus Ministry: 540-230-2485
www.pulaskigracemin.com

Email: pulaskigracemin@hotmail.com
Pastor Mike Williams
Children's Ministry

Aaron  & Becky Sampson 
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.
Children’s Church 10:30 a.m.

Children’s Free Breakfast 10:30 a.m.
Ages 5-12

Men’s & Women’s Ministry Wed. 6:30

Faith Bible Church
110 LaGrange Street, Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor: Jim Linkous
Associate Pastor: T.J. Cox

540-980-5433
www.facebook/faithbiblechurch

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.

Sunday Children’s Church: 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening: 6 p.m.

Wednesday Evening Bible Study: 7 p.m.
Children’s Meal: 6:30 p.m.

Children’s &Youth’s Group Classes: 7 p.m.

Guidelines 
for Spiritual 
Gifts

See MCCRAW, page A14

Church Directory

Max Creek Baptist Church
3000 Old Route 100 Road, Draper, Va. 24324

www.maxcreek.org
www.facebook.com/maxcreekbaptist

Senior Pastor: Mike Coleman
Youth Minister: Charlie Prince

Sunday Services
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Morning Worship: 11 a.m.
Teen Social and Class: 5 p.m.

Evening Worship: 6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study & Classes:7 p.m.

Pulaski Church of God
1621 Bob White Boulevard

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor Donald Jones

540-980-8880
www.pulaskicog.church

Sunday Services
Sunday Life Groups: 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Wednesdays Midweek Connect: 7 p.m.

Randolph Avenue 
United Methodist Church

1607 Randolph Avenue
Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Elston McLain
Worship Service: 11 a.m.
Phone: (540) 980-8775

Pulaski Christian Church, Inc.
4531 Brookmont Road, Pulaski, VA 24301

www.pulaskichristianchurch.com/
Rev. Kathy Warden, Pastor,

(540) 250-2974
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m.
Worship 7 p.m.

Monday Bible Study
7 to 9 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study
7 p.m.

First Baptist Church
220 Magazine Street
Pulaski, VA  24301

540-980-3336
Email: 昀椀rstbaptist220@gmail.com

Pastor: Rev, Douglas Patterson
Sunday School  10 a.m.

Sunday Worship  11 a.m.
Monday’s Child Youth Group, Monday 

Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study  6:30 p.m.

Dora Highway Baptist Church
321 Dora Highway
Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor: Harry Gunter
Worship Service: 11 a.m.
Phone: (540) 320-0738

Dublin Christian Church
5605 Dunlap Road

P. O. Box 1330
Dublin, VA 24084

(540) 674-8434
www.dublinchristianchurch.com

Greg “Scooter” Breisch
Minister

Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Youth and Children’s 

Meetings 5:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study, Youth and 
Children’s Classes 7:00 p.m.

Snowville Christian Church 
(DOC - Disciples of Christ)

5436 Lead Mine Rd.
Hiwassee, VA 24347
Pastor:  Jerry King

Website:  
www.SnowvilleChristianChurch.com

(and Facebook)
O昀케ce: 540-633-3761

Email: 
o昀케ce@SnowvilleChristianChurch.com

Sunday Worship Service:  11:00 a.m.
Sunday School:  10:00 a.m.

Thursday Bible Study:  6:00 p.m.
“Inspiring hope, helping people grow their 

faith, and sharing God’s love with others!”

Dublin United Methodist Church
P.O. Box 577

424 East Main Street
Dublin, VA 24084

Pastor:  Rev. Don Shelor
540.674.5128

email:  dublinumc@gmail.com
Sunday Worship Times:  9:00 & 11:00 am

Sunday School:  10:00 am

New Hope Chapel
1555 Case Knife Road, Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor Darrell Gray
(276) 733-6080
Service Times

10 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Sunday Service

Grace Episcopal Church
210 Fourth Street, Radford

Welcoming and accepting, we have been a part 
of the Radford community for more than 130 
years. 

ALL ARE WELCOME. 
We o昀昀er an 8:00am Contemplative Eucharist 
service and a 10:30am Eucharist service with 
organ music and a Choir, with refreshments 
served after. The 10:30am service is live-
streamed for those who cannot attend in person.  

Find us on Facebook and 
www.graceradford.org

View 
Obituaries 

Daily Online at 
www.pcpatriot.com

Continued

The Ninefold Spiritual Gifts 
God has placed in the Church. 
“Now concerning spiritual gifts, 
brethren, I do not want you to be 
ignorant. For to one is given the 
word of wisdom through the Spir-
it, to another the word of knowl-
edge through the same Spirit, to 
another faith by the same Spirit, 
to another gifts of healings by 
the same Spirit, to another the 
working of miracles, to another 
prophecy, to another discerning 
of spirits, to another di昀昀erent 
kinds of tongues, to another the 
interpretation of tongues.But one 
and the same Spirit works all 
these things, distributing to each 
one individually as He wills.”(1 
Cor.12:1; 8-11)

Somebody may say, well I don’t 
have godly wisdom apparently 
because I just don’t understand it. 
Well, the bible says, in James 1:5, 
“If any of you lack wisdom, let 
him ask of God, that giveth to all 
men liberally, and upbraideth not; 
and it shall be given him.”

These are spiritual things and 
must be spiritually discerned. So 
if you want more understanding 
about spiritual gifts, ask of God 
and it shall be given unto you. 

There’s a great misunderstand-
ing about spiritual gifts in many 
Churches today. And I believe it 
is because many have not asked 
God to reveal the relevance of 
spiritual gifts to them. They have 
been taught by those who don’t 
believe in the gifts of the Spirit 
and are believing wrongly about 
them. 

1 Cor. 14: 22. “Wherefore 
tongues are for a sign, not to 
them that believe, but to them 
that believe not; but prophesying 
serveth not for them that believe 
not, but for them which believe.” 

Tongues were given to teach 
unbelievers, that it was a miracle 
from God showing the authentici-
ty of the Christian Faith; that they 
were witnessing a stupendous 
work of God, and that they might 
embrace the gospel.

Whereas, prophecy, which 
is the teaching of the things of 
God in a known language, is of 
in昀椀nitely more importance than 
speaking in languages that no one 
understands. 

This is way up there on the 
scale of 1 to 10 in the importance 
of spiritual gifts, prophecy is 
higher up on the list of that which 
edi昀椀es, than tongues.  

Verses 23-25 says, If therefore 
the whole church be come togeth-
er into one place, and all speak 
with tongues, and there come in 
those that are unlearned, or un-
believers, will they not say that 
ye are mad? But if all prophesy, 
and there come in one that belie-
veth not, or one unlearned, he is 
convinced of all, he is judged of 
all: And thus are the secrets of 
his heart made manifest; and so 
falling down on his face he will 
worship God, and report that God 
is in you of a truth.”

 If someone comes in to our 
services and hears prophecy go-
ing forth; if they hear the word 
of God going forth; they will be 
convicted of their sins. As they 
listen, their secret thoughts will 
be exposed, the convicting power 
of the Holy Ghost will fall upon 
them, and they will fall to their 
knees and worship God, declar-
ing, “God is truly here among 
you.”   

Verse 24. “But if all prophesy, 
and there come in one that belie-
veth not, or one unlearned, he is 
convinced of all, he is judged of 
all. And thus are the secrets of 
the heart made manifest; and so 
falling down on his face he will 
worship God, and report that God 
is in you of a truth.”  

The gift of prophecy named 
among the nine named in 1 Cor. 
Chapter 12, is one that is very 
useful to us in the Church. We 
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Family Worship Center
First Pentecostal Holiness

955 Memorial Drive, Pulaski 
980-7287

www.fwcpulaski.church
Je昀昀 Willhoite, Pastor

Sunday School 9:45 am
Sunday Worship 10:45 am

KidsZone 10:45 am
Alpha & Omega Pentecostal Spanish service 

10:45 am
Sunday Evening Worship 6 pm

Pulaski First Church of the Brethren
1749 Newbern Road
Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor Frank Peters
Sunday School: 9:45

Worship: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

980-3798

New Hope Church
3050 Lee Highway

Pulaski, VA 24301 (540) 980-5506
(Mon. - Fri., 9 a.m.-1 p.m.)
Pastor Randy Lawrence Jr.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Evenings 7 pm 

THRIVE Teen Class
Children’s  Special Activitiy Classes

Adults: Worship/Prayer Services

Continued from Page A13

McCraw

Hilltop Pentecostal Holiness Church
4892 Veterans Hill Road

Pulaski, VA
Pastor Todd Garwood

(540) 250-3741
ttgarwood674@gmail.com

Pathway to Heaven Worship Center
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 434

Dublin, VA 24084
Physical Address: 7889 Cleburne Blvd.

Dublin, VA 24084
Pastor Winfred Keene - Phone 540-239-8092

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship: 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship: 6 p.m.

Tuesday Evening Worship Service: 7 p.m.

THANK YOU!
To Our Advertising

Sponsors

St. Edwards Catholic Church
Corner of N. Washington Ave. and

7th Street N.W., Pulaski
Phone: 980-6511
Fax: 980-6511

Priest: Fr. Francis Boateng
Mass: 11 a.m. Sunday

Warriors for Christ II
Bishop Sherman Buckner

600 Skyline Circle
Pulaski, VA 
540-315-2317

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Worship: 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Thursday: 7 p.m. Service

Trinity Baptist Church
4008 Robinson Tract Road

Pulaski, VA 24301 
Telephone: 980-8186

Pastor Johnny Howlett
Sunday Worship - 10 a.m.

Sunday Bible Study - 6 p.m.
Wednesday - Adult Bible Study and Youth 

Group - 7 p.m.

Bob White Boulevard Baptist Church
3826 Bob White Boulevard

Pulaski, VA.

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Preaching: 11 a.m.

Sunday Evening: 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service: 7:30 p.m.

FUNDAMENTAL

First Dublin Presbyterian Church (ECO)
409 Church Street, Dublin, Va. 24084

P.O. Box 2027, Dublin, Va. 24084
昀椀rst-dublin-presbyterian-church-eco.com 

Pastor: 
Mary Ann Armbrister

Sunday Worship: 10:45 a.m.

Aldersgate United Methodist
1946 Medallion Drive

Pulaski, VA 24301
(540) 980-1349

Pastor Jim Goddard
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.

First Christian Church of Pulaski
524 N Je昀昀erson Ave

Pulaski, VA 24301-4618
(540) 980-7144

www.昀椀rstchristianpulaski.org
Pastor: Timothy Moore

Men’s Sunday School:10 am
Worship: 11 am

New Dublin Presbyterian Church
5331 New Dublin Church Road

Dublin, VA 24084
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Worship: 11 a.m.
Phone: 540-674-6147
www.newdublin.org

Community Christian Church
5382 Grace Street, Dublin VA, 24084

540-674-4308
Pastor: Bill Neeley

Children’s Director: Kristen Edwards
Youth Director: Ashley Coake

www.C3family.org; Facebook: Commu-
nity Christian Church|Dublin, VA; email: 

triplecsecretary@gmail.com
Wednesday Bible Study and Prayer Meeting 
at 6:30 p.m.; C3Kids and C3Youth meeting 

at 6:30 p.m.
Thursday 10:30 a.m. Adult Bible Study

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service 10:45 a.m.

Visit The 
Church Of 

Your Choice 
This Week

Bible
Trivia

1. Is the book of Lamenta-
tions (KJV) in the Old or New 
Testament or neither?

2. Which book may be sum-
marized as “It really is true, 
Jesus Christ is God Himself”? 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, John

3. In Esther 2:17, who was she 
(Esther) made queen instead of? 
Vashti, Ruth, Anna, Sapphira

4. Who gave Solomon cedar 
and 昀椀r trees according to all his 
desire? David, Hiram, Chalcol, 
Mahol

5. From Ecclesiastes 3, there 
is a time to mourn and a time to 
...? Leave, Dance, Love, Pro昀椀t

6. In 1 John 4:8 God is ...? Al-
ways, Grace, Love, Beloved

ANSWERS: 1) Old, 2) John, 
3) Vashti, 4) Hiram, 5) Dance, 
6) Love

Sharpen your understanding 
of scripture with Wilson’s Ca-
sey’s latest book, “Test Your 
Bible Knowledge,” available in 
bookstores and online.

don’t hear much about it, but we 
should. Romans 12:6 also men-
tions the spiritual gift of proph-
ecy. Having then gifts di昀昀ering 
according to the grace that is 
given to us, whether prophecy, 
let us prophesy according to the 
proportion of faith; Prophecy, in 
the New Testament, often means 
the gift of exhorting, preaching, 
or of expounding the Scriptures, 
and is mentioned many times 
in the Gospel Accounts, in the 
book of Acts, and in the epistles 
of the apostle Paul.  

Prophecy in the Old Testa-
ment was mostly foretelling or 
revealing what God will do in 
the future. 

In the New Testament, it not 
only includes what God will do 
in the future, but also it includes 
forth-telling what God has done 
has done in the past, what He is 
doing in the present. So prophe-
cy in the New Testament can be 
foretelling or forth-telling. 

Prophecy, in the New Testa-
ment, often means the gift of 
exhorting, preaching, or of ex-
pounding on the Scriptures,.

According to the proportion 
of faith means, in my view, ac-
cording to the measure of the 
gift of prophecy that he has re-
ceived; according to the abilities 
bestowed on him by the Holy 
Ghost; according to that light, 
knowledge, faith, and expe-
rience that he has; he ought to 
preach up unto it, and not in the 
least come short of it. 

Let me read what John Gill 
says about the proportion of 
faith and the gift of prophecy as 
exercised in preaching the word 
of God. John Gill has an excel-
lent commentary on the bible. 
Because I don’t think I can ex-
plain it any better that he does 
concerning those who are bless-
ed with a spirit of prophecy, or 
with the anointing to peach the 
whole council of God.

They ought to make good use 
of it, and constantly attend to it. 
: “Let us prophesy”; let us dili-
gently prepare for it by prayer, 
reading and meditation, and con-
tinually exercise it as opportunity 
o昀昀ers; nor should any di昀케culty 
and discouragement deter from 
it: “let us think soberly”, who 
have this gift, and not be elated 
with it, or carry it haughtily to 
those who attend on the exercise 
of it: but behave with sobriety, 
modesty, and humility, in the dis-
charge thereof: “

Miss An 
Issue?

See it online at 
www.pcpatriot.com

Click on 
‘View The Paper’

And Select the 
Date.
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CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING

Gets Results!
www.pcpatriot.com

540-808-3949 or

ads@pcpatriot.com

PLACE A CARD OF THANKS
Thank those who helped and supported you 

during your time of loss with a 

CARD OF THANKS
In The Patriot

540-808-3949 or ads@pcpatriot.com

Miss An Issue?
See it online at www.pcpatriot.com

Click on ‘View The Paper’
And Select the Date.

1. GEOGRAPHY: What South Amer-
ican country lies between Colombia and 
Peru?

2. MEDICAL TERMS: What is the 
more common name for a contusion?

3. CHEMISTRY: What is the chemical 
element symbol for tungsten?

4. MATH: What is the Arabic equiva-
lent of the Roman numerals DXC?

5. U.S. STATES: What is the state cap-
ital of Michigan?

6.  LANGUAGE: What does the Greek 
suffix "gamy" mean in English?

7. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is a 
group of domesticated turkeys called?

8. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Who was the 
first president to fly in an airplane (while 
in office)?

9. TELEVISION: What is the name 
of the dog on "Family Guy" animated 
series?

10. AD SLOGANS: "The dogs kids 
love to bite" are made by which compa-
ny?

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

Answers

1. Ecuador.
2. A bruise.
3.  W.
4. 590.
5. Lansing.
6. Marriage.
7. A rafter.
8. Franklin D. Roosevelt.
9. Brian.
10. Armour.

Posting DateAugust 14, 2023

OLIVE



Classi昀椀ed 
Advertising 

Works!
Submit your ad by:

Phone: 540-808-3949
Text: 540-808-3949

email: ads@pcpatriot.com

Deadline for each week’s paper is 
Wednesday at 5 p.m.

Most Classi昀椀ed line ads are free!

Display ad prices available upon 
request.
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Music & art in
Jackson Park

By WILLIAM PAINE
The Patriot

The Music and Art in Jackson 
Park festival drew hundreds of 
visitors to downtown Pulaski last 
Saturday Aug. 12. The Fine Arts 
Center for the NRV organized the 
event which took place between 
3 and 9 p.m. under nearly ideal 
weather conditions. A few rain-
drops did fall in the early evening 
but the result of this brief was 
rainbow that appeared to sprout 
from Draper Mountain.

The Re昀氀ections Band, which 
plays oldies with a signature 
saxophone sound, got the music 
昀氀owing in the late afternoon and 
kept things rocking till the early 
evening. 

After that, students and instruc-
tors for the Greater Pulaski Junior 
Appalachian Musicians (GRAPe-
JAM) took the stage. Their acous-
tic set, which featured banjo, gui-
tar, mandolin and 昀椀ddle players, 
started o昀昀 with traditional Old 
Time Mountain music and ended 
with some original tunes penned 
by the group’s leader. 

Country music recording artist 
Glenn Shelton was the feature 
performer for the fest and he did 
not disappoint. Shelton played 
many of his original songs, along 
with other country music stan-
dards. Several attendees took the 
opportunity to dance in front of 
the stage but most were content to 
relax in the shade and just listen 
to the music.

“I thought the music was great 
and if you consider the audi-
ence reaction, they enjoyed it, 
as well,” said John Ross, Presi-
dent of the FAC. “The group that 
set up under the trees in front of 
the ABC tent got there early and 
stayed for almost the entire event. 
They laughed, clapped, and some 
danced with their children and 
seemed to be really enjoying the 
day. It was a beautiful day and the 
park was full of talented artists, a 
variety of yummy food and peo-
ple having a good time”

The children were especially 
drawn to the gazebo, at the cen-
ter of Jackson Park, where Terrie 
Sternberg, along with volunteers 
Sara and Emily Hall, set up ‘art 
tables.’ The experience was es-

pecially rewarding to 17-year-old 
Sara Hall, who wants to be a kin-
dergarten teacher when she gets a 
little older.

“I like seeing like the smiles on 
the kids’ faces,” said Sara. “We 
painted wooden animals. We had 
some snakes, crocodiles, sharks 
and lizards. They could also make 
paper boxes. The other one was 
the alcohol painting. We mixed 
dye in rubbing alcohol together 
and spray them on photo paper to 
make really cool designs.”

“I got to work with them in 
painting the wooden animals,” sis-
ter Emily (15) added. “They loved 
the messy paint and it brought 
such big smiles to their faces. So 
that was good to see.”

As in years past, this Fine Art 
Center summer music festival 
featured a variety of food choic-
es with Barbeque serving as the 
mainstay meal. Bootleg Barbeque, 
Three Brothers BBQ and Soul on 
the Go all featured 昀椀lling home-
style cooking. For snacks there 
were snowballs, fresh lemonade 
and even pork rinds to choose 
from.

Artists, artisans and vendors of 
nick knacks lined the back side of 
Jackson Park, so that many festi-
val goers meandered from booth 
to booth, as the music played. 

The enigmatic ‘Northwood So-
cial Club’ acted as the main spon-
sor for the event, while Harvey’s 
Chevrolet and The Travis Team 
also provided support for Music 
and Art in Jackson Park.

This helped with costs, as there 
was no fee for admission for the 
event, although donations were 
welcomed. By the end of the 
night, festival goers had dropped 
$650 into the donations box at the 
park entrance. 

“I recognized a lot of the peo-
ple from around town and around 
the county,” said Adam Hall, who, 
along with his wife Leanne, vol-
unteered to work the entrance to 
the fest. “It was nice seeing friends 
that I’ve made over the years from 
all over the community. 

What stuck out with me was 
that everyone was smiling as they 
walked in … and were still smil-
ing when they left!”

William Paine/The Patriot

Blake Shelton and his band were the featured musical perform-
ers for Music and Art in Jackson Park. This backstage view 
shows Shelton (left side of photo) in the forground playing in 
front of some country music fans.  

William Paine/The Patriot

Face painting at the Music and Art in Jackson Park festival.

See FESTIVAL, page A18
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PULASKI COUNTY PULSE
Aug. 19

Ice Cream Social
First Dublin Presbyterian Church, 
ECO at 409 Church Street, Dub-
lin will hold an Ice Cream Social 
in the Fellowship Hall from 3 to 
5 p.m. Family and friends, all are 
welcome to come cool o昀昀 and en-
joy fellowship with their ice cream.

Aug. 20

Pulaski Democrats schedule 
picnic 
Join local Democrats and meet 
state and local Democratic can-
didates at a picnic on Sunday, 
AUGUST 20, 5 to 7 p.m., at Ran-
dolph Park in Pulaski County. The 
candidates are Robert Beckman 
(www.beckman4senate.com), 
candidate for Virginia State Sen-
ate from Senate District 5; County 
Treasurer Melinda Worrell, who is 
running for re-election; and Terri 
Nicewander-Hager (www.hager-
forclerk.com), who has worked 
in the Circuit Court Clerk’s o昀케ce 
for 21 years and is now candidate 
for County Clerk of Court. Fried 
chicken is being provided but you 
are invited to contribute a covered 
dish. (Drinks, dishes, and silver-
ware are being provided.)

 Aug.. 22

Fairlawn Sewer Authority Board
Tuesday, August 22, 2023, Fairlawn 
Sewer Authority Board of Directors 
Meeting, Conference Room, Pep-
pers Ferry Regional Wastewater 
Treatment Authority Administra-
tion Building, 7797 Mason Street, 
Fairlawn, Virginia, 6 p.m. (Contact:  
Fairlawn Tax and Bookkeeping, 
7351 Peppers Ferry Boulevard, Vil-
lage Oaks Plaza, Fairlawn, Virginia, 
24141, 540-633-5146). This Board 
manages daily operations for the 
sewer infrastructure in the immedi-
ate Fairlawn area.  

Aug. 26

Dublin High School 50th Class 
reunion
The Class of Dublin High School 
1973 will hold their 50th class re-
union on August 26, 2023. The re-
union will be held at Thornspring 
Country Club and Event Center in 
Pulaski. Save the date cards have 
been mailed and if you haven’t re-
ceived one please email :cindyviers.
cv@gmail.com or tcovey3@ver-
izon.net or write DHS Class Re-
union 1973, P.O. Box 233, Dublin, 
VA 24084. There will be more de-
tails mailed out soon.

Join us on Facebook “Dublin High 
School - Virginia- Class of 1973.

Aug. 28

Board of Supervisors Meeting
Monday, August 28, 2023, Pulaski 
County Board of Supervisors Reg-
ular Meeting, Board Room, Pulaski 
County Administration Building, 
143 Third Street N.W., in the Town 
of Pulaski, Virginia; Executive Ses-
sion, 6 p.m., Open Meeting, 7 p.m. 
(Contact: Ashley Edmonds, Clerk, 
143 Third Street N.W., Suite 1, Pu-
laski, VA, 24301, 540-980-7705, 
aedmonds@pulaskicounty.org). 
The Board of Supervisors is the 
governing body for Pulaski Coun-
ty and is responsible for the budget 
and concerns of its citizens.

Aug. 29

Economic Development Authori-
ty Board meets

Tuesday, August 29, 2023, Econom-
ic Development Authority Board 
of Directors Meeting, 10:00 a.m. 
(Contact: Megan Bird, Clerk to the 
Board, 143 Third Street N.W., Suite 
1, Pulaski, VA, 24301, 540-980-
7705). The Economic Development 
Authority serves as the economic 

development arm of Pulaski County 
working with local industries and 
providing building spaces to local 
employers.

Sept. 4

Town of Dublin holiday schedule
Dublin Town O昀케ces will be closed 
Monday, September 4th for Labor 
Day.  Garbage scheduled for pick-
up on Monday, September 4th will 
be picked up on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 5th.

Oct. 20-21

Crafts Fair

First Dublin Presbyterian Church, 
ECO at 409 Church Street, Dublin 
will hold a Crafts Fair on Oct. 20 and 
21. Crafters and vendors are wel-
come. Please contact 540-505-4079 
for booth reservations.  $25 for one 
day, $35 for both days. An early set-
up time will be available on Thurs-
day, Oct. 19 for inside booths upon 
request. Food and baked goods will 
be available for purchase.

Nov. 11 

Community Prayer and Praise 
Service

First Dublin Presbyterian Church, 
ECO at 409 Church Street, Dublin 
will hold a Community Prayer and 
Praise Service from 6 to 8 p.m. Spe-
cial music performances and hymn 
singing will highlight our evening 
of prayer, praise and worship. Re-
freshments and a time of fellowship 
will close out the service.

On going:

Alcohol Anonymous
Alcohol Anonymous meet Mon-
days at 8 p.m. (closed meeting); 
Wednesday (noon) and Thursday 
at 8 p.m. (open meetings) at Pulas-
ki Presbyterian Church of America 
located at 975 Memorial Drive. 
Contact number is 540-440-0066. 

Pulaski Al-Anon Family Group 
Pulaski Al-Anon Family Group 
(a support group for friends and 
families of alcoholics) meet every 
Monday night at 8 p.m. at Pulaski 
Presbyterian Church of America 
located at 975 Memorial Drive. 
Contact number 540-818-0621. 

Lifestyles Changes
If you are currently trying to lose 
weight, we may have what you 
need. Contact Bill Brewer at 540-
813-1605.

Celebrate Recovery
Celebrate Recovery is a Christ-cen-
tered 12-step program where 
people gain freedom, healing and 
accountability for life’s hurts, hab-
its, and hang-ups. Group Meeting 
at 6:15pm every Thursday at Val-
ley Harvest Ministries, 1 Harvest 
Place, Dublin.

Heritage Cares Food still distrib-
uting food
Heritage Cares Food Pantry at 
Heritage Church is still distribut-
ing food on Thursdays from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. The church is located a 
half-mile past the New River Val-
ley Airport on Route 100 North of 
Dublin.

“Overall, the food was deli-
cious, the music was great, there 
was a nice selection of artisan 
vendors on hand and everyone 
involved seemed to have a great 
time,” stated Becky Lattuca, Ex-
ecutive Director of the F.A.C. 
“At the very end of the event, 
two public school teachers came 
to me to say ‘Thank you so much 
for doing this!  It’s always such 
a great event.  We look forward 
to it every year, please keep it 
going!’ 

It takes a whole community to 
present events like this one, but 
events like this one also help to 
make a community. I hope next 
year we see twice as many smil-
ing, happy faces celebrating the 
arts in the park!”

Continued from Page A17

Festival

William Paine/The Patriot

Sara and Emily Hall volunteered to help the young (and young at 
heart) create art in the Jackson Park Gazebo.

Public Notice

Pulaski County PSA
Annual Hydrant Flushing

The Pulaski County Public Service Authority (PCPSA) will be completing their annual 昀氀ushing of the 
water distribution system.  Flushing is an important maintenance technique to remove stagnant water, 
restore disinfectant residual, remove loose deposits, and scour pipe surfaces. Flushing involves opening 
a distribution system hydrant and allowing water to discharge from the system.  During this process, 
loose deposits are lifted from the pipe and removed, which leads to discolored water exiting the system.  
PCPSA Sta昀昀 will be performing this task between 9:00 P.M. and 5:00 A.M. nightly, depending 
on weather,  to minimize impacts to customers.  However, there is a possibility that customers could 
still experience discolored water at their home/business.  If you do experience discolored water, you 
should identify the cold-water faucet closest to the incoming water service serving your home/business 
and run cold water until clear.  It is important to use cold water to avoid sediments entering your hot 
water heater.  

Flushing will begin on August 21, 2023 at approximately 9:00 P.M. and will continue nightly for 
6-8 weeks, depending on weather.  Areas being 昀氀ushed include, but are not limited to, the follow-
ing:

Week 1 – Draper Area

In and around areas including, but not limited to the following roadways:  Water Plant Rd., Hawks Nest 
Ln., Old Baltimore R., Barrett Ridge Rd., Kirby Rd, Graham Rd, Lake Ridge Dr. and Old Baltimore 
Road.  

Week 2 – Newbern/Thornspring Area

In and around areas including, but not limited to the following roadways:  Wilderness Rd., Lyons Rd., 
Cougar Trail Rd., Pepperell Way, Hatcher Rd., Lee Highway (Rte. 11), Thornspring Rd., Alum Spring 
Road.

Week 3 – Thornspring/Fairlawn (East) Area

In and around areas including, but not limited to the following roadways:  Alum Spring Rd., Thornspring 
Rd., Old Rte. 100, Hickman Cemetery Rd., Morgan Farm Rd., Falling Branch Rd., and Peppers Ferry 
Blvd (Rte. 114).

Week 4 – Fairlawn (Central)/Belspring Area

In and around areas including, but not limited to the following roadways:  Peppers Ferry Blvd (Rte. 
114), Riverbend Dr., Dudley Ferry Rd., Annie Akers Rd., Brooklyn Rd., Viscoe Rd., Lee Highway (Rte. 
11), and Gate 10 Road.

Week 5 – Fairlawn (West)/Dublin Area

In and around areas including, but not limited to the following roadways:  State Park Rd., Wilderness 
Rd., Stone Ridge Dr., River Course Dr. and Teeth of the Dog Drive.

Week 6 – Mt. Olivet/Brookmont Area

In and around areas including, but not limited to the following roadways:  Mt. Olivet Rd., Evans St., 
Finks Farm Rd., and Brookmont Road.  

Newspaper Advertising Works! Call Us Today At 540-808-3949Major drug tra昀케cker 
in Virginia sentenced

By Morgan Sweeney

(The Center Square) — A man 
convicted of tra昀케cking large 
amounts of methamphetamine 
from Mexico into Virginia was 
sentenced to 25 years in federal 
prison yesterday, Attorney General 
Jason Miyares announced today.

“Cantu-Cantu was the major 
source of supply for a drug con-
spiracy that distributed more than 
33 kilograms of crystal metham-
phetamine and six kilograms of 
cocaine into Southwest and Cen-
tral Virginia through a multi-juris-
dictional drug tra昀케cking organiza-
tion,” according to a press release 
from Miyares’ o昀케ce.

The events that ultimately led to 

the arrest and conviction of Alonso 
Cantu-Cantu, of Houston, Texas 
and 26 other defendants began six 
years ago with an investigation of 
street-level dealers in the Smyth 
County area.

According to evidence presented 
at trial, water tankers would bring 
the “high-purity” methamphetamine 
to the U.S. directly from Mexico 
in 55-gallon drums. Cantu-Cantu 
often worked with another “major 
drug tra昀케cker” already behind bars 
to direct the drugs once they arrived 
at their distributors. They ultimately 
distributed throughout the Western 
District of Virginia, from Harrison-
burg in the Shenandoah Valley to 
the independent city of Bristol on 
the Virginia-Tennessee border.
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Cougars are bigger, stronger - 
wanting to improve

By RODNEY YOUNG
The Patriot

The Pulaski County Cougar 
football program is coming o昀昀 
a 4-6 2022 season record. It was 
the second time in three years the 
storied program has had a losing 
record, and it has not made the 
playo昀昀s since 2019. 

The 2023 season will see Pu-
laski County re-classi昀椀ed as a 
Class 3 school due to enrollment 
declines, down from Class 4.

The Cougars will compete in 
the same River Ridge District as 
before, but should they make the 
playo昀昀s the opponents will be 
di昀昀erent. Regional opponents of 
the past such as G.W. Danville, 
Salem, Je昀昀erson Forest, etc. 
will be replaced by the likes of 
Lord Botetourt, Abingdon and 
Northside.

The Cougars are under the di-
rection of Cam Akers, who is in 
his second year as head coach.  
He is a former player for the 
Cougars and graduated in 2008. 
He played for former Cougar 
Head Coach Jack Turner. 

Besides Pulaski County, Ak-
ers’ career includes one year at 
Floyd County as an assistant. He 
then went to Auburn to help then 
head coach Turner. 

After Turner left, Akers be-
came the Auburn head coach and 
was there for 昀椀ve years. His re-

Cam Akers is entering his 
second season at the helm of the 
Cougars.

cord there was 20-29.
He then returned to Pulaski 

County as an assistant to then 
Cougar Head Coach Mark Dixon. 
After Dixon stepped down, Ak-
ers was 昀椀rst named interim head 
coach before the “interim” was 
dropped from his title.

After last season, Akers owns a 
24-35 career mark.

      “We are not happy with last 
year’s record,” Akers states right 
out of the gate. “That is and was 
on all of us. It’s on me, my sta昀昀 

See COUGARS, page B2
Brian Bishop/The Patriot

Sophomore Bryant Nottingham will start the season at QB.

Former Cougar

Zane Quesenberry 
Wants To Lay New

Foundation
For Winning

Bobcats Are

Talented, Quick, 
Athletic and 
Experienced

In 2023
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‘Insurance You Can Trust, From The Name You Can Trust’

www.hodgeinsurance.com

PULASKI OFFICE:

522 E. Main Street

(540) 980-0863

DUBLIN OFFICE

233 Broad Street

(540) 674-0863

GO COUGARS!GO COUGARS!
Good Luck
This Season

Pulaski County

and the players.” 
He then remarked, “We didn’t 

昀椀nish some of our games last 
year. We were 17 points or so 
from being 7-3. We can’t make 
mistakes and had trouble over-
coming those. The dynamic has 
changed. When I was a senior 
here there was something like 
105-106 kids out for football. We 
have around 47-48 kids out now.”

The Cougars lost 11 seniors 
from last year’s team and this 
year have 10 seniors on the 
squad. Last year’s team scored 
an average of 27 points per game, 
but they allowed an average of 
27 points per game as well. Num-
bers like those generally lead to 
around a 4-6, 5-5 record. 

This year’s edition of the Cou-
gars will return 昀椀ve starters on 
o昀昀ense and 昀椀ve on defense. 

“Our schedule is tough. We 
have only four home games this 
season,” Akers said. “Our dis-
trict is tough. Salem and Patrick 
Henry are two of the best. Chris-
tiansburg is good. Hidden Valley, 
Cave Spring and Blacksburg all 
well be better. Rest of our sched-
ule has Lord Botetourt, defend-
ing state champions Graham, 
Princeton (WVa.) and Northside. 
We can’t a昀昀ord to overlook any-
body anymore. We have to take 
one game at a time, prepare and 
work each week. It’s our culture 
here to play a tough schedule.”

“We always play tough teams 
and we’re not going to complain 
about our schedule.”

 The four home games are 
against Christiansburg, Salem, 
Graham and Cave Spring. The 
Cougars will travel to Northside, 
Lord Botetourt, Princeton 
(WVa.), Patrick Henry, Blacks-
burg and Hidden Valley. 

The other home appearance 
will be the annual Bene昀椀t Game, 
known as “The Battle of the 
Bridge” versus archrival Rad-
ford. 

Coach Akers said, “I’ve been 
around a lot of good football peo-
ple and learned something from 
each one. How to be organized, 
to be physical and be committed, 
among other things. I could talk 
football with Mark Dixon all day 
long.” 

Akers’ sta昀昀 this season – and 
their coaching positions - include 
Eric Berry (o昀昀ensive line and 
junior varsity head coach); Rob 
Colley (defensive coordinator); 
Greg Allen (outside lineback-
ers); Josh Fleenor (defensive line 
and special teams); Taylor Ak-
ers (wide receivers, split ends); 
Antoine Calfee (running backs); 
Brad St. Clair (quarterbacks); 
Drew Hill (inside linebackers), 
and Randy Jarrells (football op-
erations). 

Akers himself serves as o昀昀en-
sive coordinator.

“We are a work in progress,” 
Akers said. “The administration 
here has been great. My sta昀昀, I 
couldn’t ask for any better. The 
kids have been enjoyable to be 
around. They have worked and in 
the weight room we have gotten 
bigger and stronger. The gain in 
the weight room is very impres-
sive and I’m proud of this pro-
gram. I’m blessed to be here!”

Continued from Page B1

Cougars
Alex Warden Tanner Mace Trey Landreth Tyler Underwood Isaiah O’Dell

Meet The 2023 Pulaski County Cougars
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Spencer
RYGAS

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT

AD PAID FOR AND AUTHORIZED BY RYGAS FOR CLERK

  The Right Exper ience
  The Right Choice

“I would appreciate your vote.”

• 1988 PCHS Graduate

• 27 Years Legal, 
Professional and
Administrative

Exper tise

RYGASFORCLERK.COM

Elect

Bower Funeral ChapelsBower Funeral Chapels
Locally Owned & OperatedLocally Owned & Operated

“Our Family Serving “Our Family Serving 

Your Family”Your Family”

Since 1970Since 1970

www.bowerfuneralhome.comwww.bowerfuneralhome.com

Good Luck Cougars!Good Luck Cougars!

The Rygas FamilyThe Rygas Family
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Cougars o昀昀ense more familiar with Flexbone
By RODNEY YOUNG
The Patriot

This season the Pulaski Coun-
ty Cougars should be more fa-
miliar to the 昀氀exbone o昀昀ense 
that Head Coach Cam Akers em-
ploys after running the o昀昀ense 
in 2022. It’s an o昀昀ense that the 
quarterback needs to read and 
react. It has the lead option, op-
tion and pass all involved.

Akers remarked, “Our line 
play needs to be better, our 
quarterbacks need to read the 
defense better and we need to be 
able to pass better when we do 
pass the ball.”

Starters on o昀昀ense this sea-
son will be Blake Ratcli昀昀e a 
6-0, 211 lb. sophomore at cen-
ter. The tackles are Senior Jack 
Allen and Hunter Hill. Allen is 
6-2, 218 lb. Hill, a junior is 5-10 
and weighs 205. The two guards 
will be Aiden Moore and Noah 
Hinkley. Moore is a junior at 
5-9, 268, while Hinkley is also 
a junior. He’s 5-8, 253.

The running back positions 
will be handled by Trevor Gal-
limore, Chase Lawrence and 
Brett Jones. Gallimore is a 5-10, 
192 lb. junior and Lawrence is 
also a junior at 6-1, 180. Jones, 
a senior is 5-9, 170. 

Marcus Reed and Tanner 
Mace are the starting wideouts. 
Reed is a senior and is 6-3, 200 
pounds. Mace is 5-11, 155 and 
is a junior. 

The quarterback – or quar-
terbacks – will be either senior 
Chris Gallimore or sophomore 
Bryant Nottingham. 

Gallimore started most of the 
games last year and is 6-1, 220 
pounds. Nottingham is 6-1, 155.  

Akers noted Isaiah “Tootie“ 
O’Dell could see some time at 
QB. He’s 6-0, 175.  

Elsewhere, Savion Thompson 
will see some time as a wide re-
ceiver. He’s a 6-0, 183 lb. soph-
omore. 

Backups at running back will 
be senior Zach Gallimore and 
Tyler Underwood. Zach is a se-
nior weighing in at 169 lbs. and 
is 5-8. Underwood is 6-1, 210 
and is a senior. 

A couple backups for the of-
fensive line will be Gavin Lyt-
ton, a 5-8, 170 lb. junior and 
Duncan Umberger, a 5-5, 233 
lb. senior. The one other back-
up for the o昀昀ensive line will 
be Chase King, a 5-11, 193 lb. 
sophomore.

The Cougar kicking and punt-
ing chores will be handled by 

Brian Bishop/The Patriot

Junior fullback Trevor Gallimore takes the hando昀昀 from QB Isaiah O’Dell on his way to paydirt during last week’s scrimmage vs. 
Franklin County.

Brian Bishop/The Patriot

Cougar tightend Marcus Reed, a senior brushes o昀昀 a Franklin 
County defender.

Nottingham. His holder on ex-
tra points and 昀椀eld goals will be 
Jones.

  Last year the Cougar o昀昀ense 
average just over 27 points per 
game. 

Coach Akers was asked about 
run-to-pass ratio. Will it be 60-
40 run, he was asked.

“No, it’s going to be 80-20 
run,” Akers said with a smile.

Five starters return on this 
o昀昀ensive unit and that should 

Marcus Reed Zach Gallimore

Bryant Nottingham Chris Gallimore

Broc Schneider

Zach Gallimore

mean the o昀昀ense will be more in 
sync or up to speed after running 
the 昀氀exbone last season.

Go Cougars!
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Let Me be Your Voice

Paid for and Authorized by Supporters of Andy Cullip Campaign

Cloyd for Cullip

As a lifelong Pulaski native and resident, 
let me be your voice for:

 Supporting our law enforcement and first   
 responders

 Supporting CTE programs in Vocational Schools.

From a life long supporter of the 
Pulaski County Cougars,

Good luck to the Cougars, Students, and 
Teachers
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Nick Woolwine Stanley Warden Maddox Thompson Roshawn Hill

Savion Thompson

Parker Price

Carter Wilson Tanner Toney Trevor Gallimore Malaki Burton

Brett Jones

Cougars to show 34 look on Defense
By RODNEY YOUNG
The Patriot

This year the Pulaski County 
Cougars will have a three-man 
front and four linebackers. It’s 
called a 3-4 or “30 Look” on 
defense. The defense has 昀椀ve re-
turning starters from a team that 
last season surrendered 27 points 
per game.

The defensive line will go with 
three down linemen. The nose 
tackle is Duncan Umberger, a 
5-6, 235 lb. senior. The two ends 
will be maintained by senior Jack 
Allen, a 6-2, 218 lb. senior, while 
the other end is Aiden Moore. 
Morre is a junior who stands 5-9 
and weighs 268.

The Cougars’ outside line-
backers will be Marcus Reed, a 
senior and sophomore Savion 
Thompson. Reed is 6-3, 202, 
while Thompson is 6-0, 183.

The Inside line backers or the 
“Mike” and “Will” backers are 
Tyler Underwood as the “Mike” 
and Nick Woolwine is the “Will.” 
Underwood is a 6-1, 210 senior 
and Woolwine is a 6-1, 186 lb. 
senior.

The defensive backs will be 
Tanner Mace who is 5-11, 156 
and is a junior. Trey Landreth is 
the other cornerback for the Cou-
gars. Landreth, a senior, is 6-0, 
161 pounds. 

The safeties will be senior 
Brett Jones and junior Chase 
Lawrence. Jones is 5-9, 170, 
while Lawrence is 6-1, 180.

Head Coach Cam Akers listed 
several backups on the defense 
and said, “Bryant Nottingham 
will be main back up to the cor-
nerbacks. He’s a 6-1,154 sopho-
more. Isaiah “Tootie” O’Dell, a 
junior will be a backup at safety. 
O’dell is 6-0, 176.” 

The defensive line will see ju-
nior Gavin Lytton and Blake Rat-
cliife used as reserves. Lytton is a 
5-8, 169 lb. junior and Ratcli昀昀e, 
a sophomore, is 6-0, 211.

Backup linebackers will be 
Hunter Hill, a 5-10, 205 lb. junior 
and Trevor Gallimore, a 5-10, 
192 lb. junior.

“Our secondary will have 
mixed coverages. Man to man, 
some zone and we may blitz 
from our linebacker positions,” 
said Akers. “That will depend on 
teams we play and the situations 
we are in.”

Brian Bishop/The Patriot

Pulaski County defenders - defensive linemen Duncan Umberger (51) and Gavin Lytton (61) and inside linebacker Trevor Gallimore 
- stop this Franklin County ball carrier.

Good Luck In 2023.
Go Cougars!



The Patriot - August 18, 2023 - Page B7

2023 Schedules For Area Football Teams
August
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3

Cougar Home Games Are On Joel Hicks Field in Dobson Stadium
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2023 Schedules For Area Football Teams
August
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Ethan Payne James Kiser Colin Mabry Jack Allen Duncan Umberger

Ayden Goodman

Grayson Brockmeyer

We’re Behind You Cougars!
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Caden Worley Emmanuel Gomez Damion Ledbetter Aden Dummonds Antonio Martignoni

Gavin Lytton Jovante Jackson Anius Slaughter Riley O’Neil Blake Ratcli昀昀e

Chase King Noah Hinkley Hunter Hill Aiden Moore Greg Allen

Cage Quesenberry

Greg Allen

Rohan Kaul

Good This Season Cougars!
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BEST OF LUCK COUGARS!

2023 Pulaski County Cougars
Barbour & Simpkins, LLP was established in 2007 

by experienced civil and criminal litigators 
Mike Barbour and Angi Simpkins.  

Based in Southwest Virginia’s New River Valley, 
Barbour & Simpkins, LLP practices in all of 

Virginia’s federal and state courts.

For more information visit:
www.barbour-simpkinslaw.net

Barbour & Simpkins, LLP
Experienced Civil and Criminal Litigators
500 Newbern Road
Dublin, Va. 24084

(540) 674-8556
Office Hours: 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Pulaski County Football Schedule
Aug. 25 - @ Northside

Sept. 1 – Open

Sept. 8 – @ Lord Botetourt

Sept. 15 – @ Princeton

Sept. 22 – Christiansburg

Sept. 29 – @ Patrick Henry

Oct. 6 - Salem

Oct. 13 – @ Blacksburg

Oct. 20 –  Graham

Oct. 27 – @ Hidden Valley

Nov. 3 - Cave Spring

VOTE FOR 
Kim Matthews!

Paid for by K. Matthews Campaign

Hello Pulaski County residents.  I am your Commissioner 
of the Revenue and oversee the tax assessment o昀케ce in 
Pulaski County.  Our o昀케ce is tasked with implementing 
state and local tax laws in addition to answering your tax 
questions.  I have been so proud to serve the people in a 
community where I grew up and would like to continue 
to do so.  I am asking for your vote on November 7 and 
sincerely appreciate the support.   
 

Kim Matthews,
Pulaski County Commissioner of the Revenue

Caleb Cregger

Josh Fleenor

Antwan Calfee

Brad St. Clair

Taylor Akers

Eric Berry

Good Luck This Season 
Cougars!
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Regina R. PilandRegina R. Piland
Century 21 Valley Real EstateCentury 21 Valley Real Estate
Cell - 540-818-9187Cell - 540-818-9187
O昀케ce- 540-674-1800O昀케ce- 540-674-1800
Email: ReginaRPiland@Gmail.comEmail: ReginaRPiland@Gmail.com
Webb Site: www.ReginaRPiland.com Webb Site: www.ReginaRPiland.com 

‘‘TLC With World Class Service’TLC With World Class Service’

Proud Supporter Of Pulaski County Cougar FootballProud Supporter Of Pulaski County Cougar Football

#77#77
Lee CookLee Cook

‘Never‘Never
Forget’Forget’

Rob Colley

Greg Allen

Cam Akers

Drew Hill

49 Years of Cougar Football
This is Pulaski County High School’s 50th football season.  The website www.fourseasonsfootball.com keeps track of 
football scores, win-loss records and more for high schools in Virginia, West Virginia and other states in the region. 
We thank them for granting us permission to use their research in this issue. If you visit their site, you can also see the 
score of every game in Pulaski County’s history, as well as records and scores against each individual opponent Pulaski 
County has faced since the school opened in 1974.

Website seeking scores from earlier years
Rick Baker of Princeton, who maintains the website, www.fourseasonsfootball.com is looking for missing Pulaski, Dublin, Radford, 

Blacksburg and Christiansburg scores.

“Perhaps a reader or two has a relative’s old yearbook(s). I have seen the ones that the Pulaski library has online and the ones at the Radford 
library. I realize it is a longshot, but I am looking for the following,” Baker said.

-Dublin scores from 1923, 1924, 1926, 1927, 1928, 1929, 1930, 1931, 1932, 1933, 1937, 1938, 1939, 1940, 1942
-Pulaski scores from 1913, 1914, 1915, 1925

-Radford scores from 1916, 1917, 1919, 1920, 1922, 1923, 1924, 1925, 1926, 1927
-Blacksburg score from 1914, 1915, 1917, 1920, 1921, 1922, 1923, 1924, 1926, 1927, 1928, 1929, 1930, 1931

-Christiansburg scores from 1914, 1917, 1920, 1921, 1922, 1924, 1925, 1929, 1930, 1933

“Yearbooks are often a good source, but often the scores are not there. You also have to remember that the 1931 yearbook would have the 
1930 scores from the previous fall, just as the class of 1981’s football season is the 1980 season, etc.,” Baker reminded.
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Bobcats talented, quick, athletic and experienced
By RODNEY YOUNG
The Patriot

RADFORD - Coming o昀昀 a 
10-2 season, the Radford Bobcats 
have seven returnees on defense 
and six on o昀昀ense. They will 
more than likely be ranked in the 
top 10 in the state in Class 2 foot-
ball this season. 

Michael Crist is starting his 
third year at the Bobcat helm. 
He has a record of 18-6 in the 
昀椀rst two years and has guided the 
Bobcats to the playo昀昀s in both 
of those years. This is his 11th 
year as head coach as he served 
as head man at Virginia High for 
eight years.

The Bobcat coaching sta昀昀 
will consist of Roger Hollins as 
the defensive coordinator. Zach 
Landis will be the o昀昀ensive co-
ordinator/ o昀昀ensive line coach. 
Josh Smith will be wide receiver 
coach. D.J. Baylor is in charge of 
the defensive backs and special 
teams. Richie Davis will coach 
the defensive line, while Randy 
Grubb with coach the running 
backs. Charlie Meeks is the mid-
dle school head coach and Josh 
McGuire is assistant for the mid-
dle school team. 

Radford has 53 players out 
for varsity football, not bad for a 
Class 2 school.

“Our numbers are up and we 
have some good competition for 
positions,” Crist said. 

The starting o昀昀ensive team 
will be Nolan Dalton at center, 
Jackson Wade and Charlie Davis 
the guards. Tackles are Dawson 
Martin and Daniel Neely.  Landen 
Clark will be at quarterback. The 
running backs and wide receiv-
ers are 昀氀uid. One receiver will 
be Max Kanipe. Sincere Taylor, 
Couper Doyle, Luke Woodard, 
Hutson Walsh and Jaden Hen-
dricks will see time at receiver, as 
well as others. 

Running backs will be Ko-
reyon Ferguson, J.D. Grubb, Sam 
Khandan-Barani, Brice Wall and 
others. 

Receivers and running backs 
have lots of competition. Radford 
will be uptempo with run-pass-
options (RPO’s). Coach Crist re-
marked, “We have some air raid 
and multiple sets as well.” 

The defense will have a 33 
Look. The lineman will be Ricky 
Bailey, Daniel Neely and Dawson 
Martin. 

The linebackers are Charlie 
Davis, Brandon Thompson and 
Sam Khandan-Barani. 

The secondary will consist of 
Landen Clark, Max Kanipe, Sin-
cere Taylor, Couper Doyle, and 
Hutson Walsh. 

Reece Honaker, Jackson Wade 
and Nolan Dalton will see some 
action on both sides of the ball 
and or in backup on the lines. Ko-
reyon Ferguson, William Dehart- 
Lewis and others will be backups 
for the linebackers.

 The punting duties will be han-
dled by Landen Clark, while the 
kicking will be done by Hutson 
Walsh. Clark will be the holder 
on kicks.

Radford will face George 
Wythe, Galax, Giles, newly con-
solidated Alleghany and Floyd 
County at home. They will be 
at Virginia High, Glenvar and at 
Patrick County. It’s a tough and 
challenging schedule.

Radford should once again 
be talented, athletic and experi-
enced. They should score some 
points. Will the defense stop peo-
ple when they have to? Last sea-
son the Bobcats averaged over 42 
points a game and their defense 
allowed close to 19 per game.  
Radford was just a couple stops 
on defense away from playing for 
a regional title. 

The Bobcats lost some really 
good players and athletes from 
last season, but this team is still 
talented enough and athletic 
enough to make the playo昀昀s. If 
things balance their way, they 
have the potential to make a deep 
playo昀昀 run. 

Sincere Taylor Bryant Weaver Couper Doyle J.D. Grubb
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Our 63rd Year of Serving Pulaski County

Have A Great Season In 2023!

Open Monday - Thursday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Fr idays, 8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. (Closed Saturday and Sunday)

Luke Woodard Colten Garner-Rollins Landen Clark Keymoni Kimbrough Hutson Walsh

Essiq Williams

Parker Billings

Mason Caldwell

Louis Webster

Zach Ferraro

Brandon Thompson

Luciano Pugliese

William Dehart-Lewis

Alex Roberson

Jack Farmer

Luke Gaither Max Kanipe Trenden Mattox

Justin Frisby

Sam Khandan-Barani

Jaden Hendricks Eli Long Conner Young Brice Wall Tanner Rodgers
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And Don’t Miss The Pulaski County

SEPT. 16-17, 2023

www.pulaskicounty昀氀eamarket.comwww.pulaskicounty昀氀eamarket.com

Admission $2.00 (Children 6 and Under Free)
5581 Fairgrounds Circle

Dublin, VA 24084

Opens 7 a.m. - Closes 5 p.m.

Sponsored By Dublin Lions Club

We Lions Just 
Love The Cougars!
Good Luck In 2023

Noah Austin-Pleasant Cameron Snyder Caden Akers Daniel Nealey Jackson Wade

Eric Thompson Kemper Marion Lucien Morris Reece Honaker Ben Spaulding

Koreyon Ferguson Josh Porter Kenyon Walker Charlie Davis J.D. Garner-Rollins
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Josh McGuire Head Coach Michael Crist

D.J. Baylor Josh Smith Zach Landis Roger Hollins Richie Davis

Ricky Bailey Nolan Dalton Nathan Taylor Isiah Austin Nashawn Seagraves

Ft. Chiswell: New Head Coach Laying  Foundation
By RODNEY YOUNG
The Patriot

 MAX MEADOWS – The 2023 
edition of the Fort Chiswell Pi-
oneers will see them with a new 
head coach. He’s Zane Quesen-
berry, former player and assistant 
coach at Pulaski County High 
School. He was also a former as-
sistant coach and defensive coordi-
nator at Auburn High School. 

Zane graduated from Maryville 
College in Tennessee. He played 
football at Maryville. He played 
three sports at Pulaski County and 
graduated in 2009 – football, bas-
ketball and baseball.

He was the quarterback and 
special teams coach for the Cou-
gars before the Pioneers hired him 
away from Pulaski County. 

  The Pioneers have 45 kids out 
for football, and they have 16 se-
niors on their roster.  

Coach Quesenberry remarked, 
“When I got hired I told the se-
niors, you are the start of the foun-
dation to build here.”  

He has building to do as he is 
now the 昀椀fth head coach in the last 
seven years for Fort Chiswell. He 
replaces Robert “Spider” Thomp-
son. 

The last two years the Pioneers 
were just 2-18, as the program has 
fallen on hard times. They have av-
eraged less than three wins a year 
for the last 昀椀ve seasons. Their 昀椀ve-
year record is  a bad 15-35.  The 
2018 season was the last time they 
went to the playo昀昀s. 

“We’ve got to get the communi-
ty back involved,” said Quesenber-
ry. “This is like building a house. 
You lay the foundation, then build 
the walls and then the roof. The se-
niors, my sta昀昀, and myself need to 
build con昀椀dence and it’s going to 
be a challenge.” 

   The Pioneer sta昀昀 will include 
Drew Watkins as the o昀昀ensive line 
coach and defensive coordinator. 
Another former Cougar, Mason 
Clark will be in charge of the wide 
receivers and outside linebackers. 
Luke Arnold will coach the defen-
sive line and tight ends or H backs. 
Corey Akers will coach running 
backs and help with the defensive 
line. Tyler Crigger is a volunteer 
assistant as he wants to be in the 
coaching occupation. Zane will be 
the o昀昀ensive coordinator as well as 
head coach.

The Pioneers play in the Moun-
tain Empire District and they 
will face Galax, George Wythe, 
Grayson County, Giles and Au-
burn. Coach Quesenberry said, 
“We face two teams (Galax and 
George Wythe)  that are capable 
of being in the 昀椀nal four each year 
in their class. Grayson County has 
most everybody back that played 
for a regional 昀椀nal last year.”

Fort Chiswell will face Floyd 
County, Parry McCluer and Taze-
well among others.  Quesenberry 
said,” The out of district schedule is 
a good measuring stick for us and we 
play up in class and there are some 
regional teams on the schedule.”

  O昀昀ensively the Pioneers will be 
multiple. Quesenberry remarked, 
“We will have run-pass options 
(RPO’s)  and hope to do multiple 
sets. We like to make the defense 
think some.”

 “ Defensively we will go with a 
40 front or a 44 Look. We want to 
play fast and aggressively. Our sec-
ondary will have multiple coverag-
es,” Coach Quesenberry revealed. 

 On o昀昀ense  Fort Chiswell will 
go with Brenden Mabry at cen-
ter. David Felts and John Dalton 
at tackles. Guards will be Malachi 
Lawson and Boston White. Cam 
Alley will be the quarterback, and 
the running backs should be Mikey 
Melton,Weston Stoots. Brayden 
Billings, Layton Kennedy as well 
as Jacob Goins seeing time as the 
wide receivers. Carter Bailey will 
play the H back . Others to play on 
o昀昀ense will be Chase Hetherington, 
Matthew Hanks as receivers. Zach 
Morris and Caleb Jones will be back 
ups at o昀昀ensive line. The  back up 
quarterback is Brady Kelly.

   On defense Zach Morris and 
Aiden Jones will be at ends, Bren-
den Mabry and Ethan She昀昀ey will 
be the tackles. Outside linebackers 
will be Mikey Melton and Weston 
Stoots. The inside linebacker spots 
will be manned by Jacob Goins and 
David Felts. Layton Kennedy and 
Chase Hetherington are the defen-
sive backs.  The safety is Brayden 
Billings. 

Other players to see some action 
will be Zayne Sayers, Carter Bailey 
and Matthew Hanks in the second-
ary. Malachi Lawson, John Dalton 
and Caleb Jones should see playing 
time as well.

   The Fort Chiswell punter will 
be Kennedy. Placekicker is Billings 
and Cam Alley is the holder. 

   “Since I was hired in March, 
we have become stronger and this 
group has been very committed to 
the weight room,” said Quesenber-
ry. “They are wanting to get better. 
I’m very impressed with their work 
ethic. We have to build the founda-
tion 昀椀rst.” 

 “We need to create a family at-
mosphere and get the community  
behind this team. That support will 
help with the success of this pro-
gram. We need to be all in this to-
gether and bring back success here 
on Friday nights.”

     This program has been down 
now for a few years, and it will be 
interesting to see if the founda-
tion has been laid and the Pioneers 
can build back to what was Fort 
Chiswell football.

Caleb Foushee

Layton Kennedy

Brady Kelly

Chase Hetherington

Garrett Stone

Ethan Martin

Matthew Hanks

Gabe Clark

Brayden Billings

Cam Alley

Jacob Goins

Weston Stoots
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Jackson Johnson Zayne Sayers Miguel Kincer Aiden Jones Joseph Shipwash

Carter Bailey Landon Spulock Caleb Jones Ryan Spurlock Zach Morris

Jeremiah Cline Tyler Mills Michael Melton Dwayne Shockley Ethan She昀昀ey

John Dalton Malachai Lawson Andrew Lottridge David Felts Thomas Burris

Aiden Rooney Boston White Samuel Scott Travis Wright Colten Morgan

Brendan Mabry Luke Hillenberg Tristan Blair Eli Martin Dakota Bailey

Zane Quesenberry Corey Akers Luke ArnoldMason Clark Drew Watkins
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IT’S TIME FOR A CHANGE!

WE STAND FOR:
• EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE

• SAFEGUARDING STUDENTS AND STAFF

• TRUE TRANSPARENCY IN CURRICULUM

• CONSISTENCY AND TRUTHFULNESS IN ADMINISTRATIVE AND 
POLICY MAKING DECISIONS

• HONORING PARENTS’ RIGHTS

• RESPECTFULLY REPRESENTING THE COMMUNITIES WE SERVE.

Joshua D. Taylor 
is your 

Massie Distr ict 
Candidate for 
School Board

*Author ized and Paid for by 
Joshua D. Taylor

Billy Williams 
is your 

Draper Distr ict 
Candidate for 
School Board

* Author ized and Paid for by 
William E. “Billy” Williams J r. for  

Pulaski County School Board

Gina Paine 
is your 

Ingles Distr ict 
Candidate for 
School Board

* Author ized and Paid for by 
Gina MH Paine for 

Pulaski County School Board

Aaron Carr 
is your 

Cloyd Distr ict 
Candidate for 
School Board

*Author ized and Paid for by 
Aaron Car r for School Board - 

Cloyd

Sabr ina Smith Cox 
is your 

Robinson Distr ict 
Candidate for 
School Board

* Author ized and Paid for by 
Sabr ina Smith Cox for 

School Board


