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Town of Pulaski purchases 
155 acres for $1.2 million
By WILLIAM PAINE
Patriot Publishing

The Pulaski Town Council 
has agreed to purchase 155 
acres of land within the town 
limits of Pulaski for the price of 
$1.2 million.

The property, which had 
been owned by West Virginia 
Governor Jim Justice, was put 
on the market in November 
2023.

At the Town Council’s 
昀椀rst meeting in November, a 
motion was made to give Town 
Manager Darlene Burchum the 
authority to draw up a contract 
for the purchase of this property. 
All council members voted 
in favor of the motion except 
Councilman Greg East, who 
voted nay.

 The 155 acres of undeveloped 
land lies across from Memorial 
Square and behind LewisGale 
Hospital Pulaski, bordering 

Memorial Drive and several 
sections of Pepper’s Ferry Road, 
extending all the way to Lee 
Highway.

The deal for the purchase 
of the land was 昀椀nalized on 
Thursday Dec. 14, 2023.

When asked why town 
leadership decided to purchase 
the property, Town Manager 
Darlene Burcham replied.

“We want the town to grow 
and to be able to make the 
town grow, we have to put 

that 155 acres to work, either 
as commercial property or 
residential property,” said 
Burcham. “It’s sitting there 
unimproved and has been for 
years.”

According to town o昀케cials, 
the purchase for $1.2 million 
was made possible through the 
growth of the town’s General 
Fund undesignated fund balance 
over the last several years. So, 
no debt was issued in making 
this purchase.

How this large swath 
of undeveloped land will 
be purposed is, as yet, 
undetermined.

“We will hire a consultant to 
do a master plan for the acreage 
involved,” said Burcham. “I 
expect that would take 12 to 18 
months for decisions to be made 
about how they would want that 
property to be developed.” 

See LAND, page A8

By WILLIAM PAINE
Patriot Publishing

The Pulaski County Board 
of Supervisors held an 
organizational meeting at the 
Innovation Center in Fairlawn 
earlier this week to determine 
who would hold the positions 
of Board Chair and Vice-Chair. 
The board also reviewed their 
priorities for the coming year.

The meeting commenced at 
5:30 p.m., and as has been the 
recent tradition, supervisors and 
sta昀昀 were provided a catered 
meal for the occasion.

As the supervisors 昀椀nished 
their meals, Pulaski County 

Administrator Jonathan Sweet 
asked for nominations for 
Chair of the Board. Supervisor 
Je昀昀 Reeves of the Robinson 
District nominated Laura 
Walters as Board Chair and this 
was immediately seconded by 
Supervisor Chris Sta昀昀ord, who 
represents the Cloyd District.

Walters, who represents the 
Ingles District, agreed to accept 
the nomination. The board then 
unanimously voted for Walters 
to serve as Chair of the board, as 
she has done since January 2022. 

Walters then took control of 
the meeting and asked the board 
for nominations for the position 
of Vice Chair. Supervisor Mike 

Mooney (Massie District) 
nominated Supervisor Dirk 
Compton (Draper District) to 
serve as Vice Chair of the board. 
Supervisor Reeves seconded 
the nomination and the board 
subsequently voted unanimously 
to appoint Compton as Vice Chair 
of the Board of Supervisors.

Compton has served as Vice 
Chair of the board since January 
2022, after Supervisor Charlie 
Bopp’s departure due to health 
concerns.

As is typical for an 
organizational meeting Sweet 
then reviewed the board’s rules 

See BOARD, page A3

William Paine/Patriot Publishing

Pulaski County Board of Supervisors: (from left) Mike Mooney, Dirk Compton (Vice Chair), 
Laura Walters (Chair), Je昀昀 Reeves and Chris Sta昀昀ord.

Walters to once again 
lead Board of Supervisors
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Youngkin calls for bipartisan progress
RICHMOND, Va. (AP) — 

A remade Virginia General 
Assembly convened its 2024 
session Wednesday with a 
Democratic majority newly in 
charge of both chambers after a 
consequential election cycle that 
followed two years of divided 
control of the Legislature.

Guns, gambling, abortion, 
public safety and other issues 
will be on the agenda as 
Democrats seek to hold their 
razor-thin majorities together 
over the course of the 60-day 
session. They will need to 
win Republican Gov. Glenn 
Youngkin’s support for most of 
their priorities, though in a few 
areas they will be able to move 
without him.

“I think there are some things 
we’re going to be able to agree 
on,” Democratic House Speaker 
Don Scott said of the governor, 
ticking o昀昀 spots of typical 
bipartisan cooperation, like 
education, mental health and 
workforce development.

On other legislative items — 
like gun control and Youngkin’s 
push for a new sports arena — 
it remains to be seen where or 
whether compromise can be 
found, Scott said in an interview 
ahead of the session’s start.

60-day General Assembly opens
Scott, a trial lawyer and Navy 

veteran, was sworn in as one 
of the House’s 昀椀rst acts. Scott, 
whom Democrats nominated 
for the role in November, made 
history, becoming the 昀椀rst Black 
person to serve in the role. His 
election was without opposition 
and greeted with rousing cheers 
and standing ovations.

“I’m very grateful. I know this 
is God’s favor,” said Scott, who 
referenced being incarcerated 
decades ago for a drug-related 
conviction, adding: “There are 
those who will tell you that you 
should be de昀椀ned forever by a 
mistake. I am here to tell you — 
do not believe them.”

Scott will help guide an 
increasingly diverse Capitol 
as part of a new generation of 
leadership that in the Senate 
includes Democratic Leader 
Scott Surovell, an attorney from 
northern Virginia.

Last year’s election cycle — 
when every legislative seat was 
on the ballot and candidates ran 
under newly drawn maps — led 
to tremendous turnover. About 
a third of the current Assembly 
members are new to their 

respective chambers.
The Assembly also convened 

with a record-high percentage 
of female legislators, according 
to data maintained by the 
Center for American Women 
and Politics at Rutgers.

Wednesday’s kick-o昀昀 
e昀昀ectively marked the halfway 
point of Youngkin’s term. The 
governor, who ultimately did not 
mount a presidential bid after 
heaps of speculation in 2023 
that he might, is prohibited from 
seeking a second consecutive 
four years in o昀케ce.

“If we want Virginia to 
unleash opportunity, the second 
half starts now. It’s time to 
lead. And it’s time to lead 
together,” he said in his annual 
State of the Commonwealth 
address to lawmakers, delivered 
Wednesday afternoon in the 
House chamber.

In the two months since the 
GOP fell short of Youngkin’s 
stated electoral expectations — 
losing its House majority and 
failing to 昀氀ip the Senate — the 
governor has begun to roll out 
his policy roadmap, including 
his proposed budget. Crafting 

the next two-year state spending 
plan will be one of the session’s 
biggest tasks, something 
lawmakers in recent years have 
failed to do on time.

In the his address, Youngkin 
reiterated a previous call to 
lower income tax rates while 
raising the state’s sales tax, a 
proposal that’s been greeted by 
skepticism from members of 
both parties. Youngkin, who has 
also said he wants to 昀椀nd a way 
to eliminate the state’s car tax, 
argued that further reductions 
to the tax burden would help 
reduce the number of Virginians 
leaving the state.

The governor told lawmakers 
that if they approved the 
framework of a deal he unveiled 
in December to move the NBA’s 
Washington Wizards and NHL’s 
Washington Capitals across 
the Potomac to Alexandria, 
“it will be a huge win” for the 
state, region and local small 
businesses.

Legislation that would create 
a government entity that could 
issue around $1.5 billion in 
bonds to help 昀椀nance the deal 
will be among the session’s 
most closely watched.

The governor called for 
lawmakers to continue working 
with him to transform the state’s 
mental health care system, and 
he vowed to veto any bill that 
would impact the state’s so-
called “Right to Work” law, 
which says employers cannot 
require workers to be union 
members.

While Wednesday saw mostly 
procedural tasks, introductions 
and prepared remarks, the 
weeks ahead will be 昀椀lled with 
long days as lawmakers take up 
hundreds of proposals.

Republicans, who have said 
they plan to hold Democrats 
accountable for any rush to the 
left, want to try again to pass a 
bill that would allow prosecutors 
to charge drug dealers with 
felony homicide if a user dies 
of an overdose. They’re also 
promising a renewed e昀昀ort 
to repeal an electric vehicle 
mandate Democrats enacted in 
2021.

Democrats have 昀椀led a wide 
range of bills to tighten penalties 
for gun-related convictions and 
limit access to certain types of 
昀椀rearms.

Those measures will face the 
prospect of a Youngkin veto, 
though the governor has been 
quiet enough on the issue that 
leading gun rights advocates 
have said they are uncertain 
of how he might act. In his 
address, he asked lawmakers to 
send him measures to toughen 
penalties for people convicted 
of gun-related crimes.

Democrats have 昀椀led 
measures that will put 
Youngkin on the record on 
other topics where he’s hedged, 
like same-sex marriage, as 
well as recreational marijuana 
retail sales, something he told 
reporters Wednesday “I really 
don’t have any interest in.”

Democrats will also be able 
to elect judges and 昀椀ll other 
appointments.

Senate Dems to continue 
stacking of committees

RICHMOND, Va. (AP) 
— Democrats who control 
the Virginia Senate made 
clear Wednesday they plan to 
continue the practice of stacking 
General Assembly committees 
with their own members in a 
proportion greater than their 
razor-thin 21-19 majority.

The move disappointed some 
legislators and government 
observers, who had called on the 
chamber to adopt the practice 
of proportional seating. Senate 
Democratic leaders instead 
inched closer to fairness, 
improving what had been a 
wildly overrepresented split on 
some committees.

The situation is better, 
said Republican Sen. David 
Suetterlein, adding: “But it’s 
still not right.”

Committees are where much 
of the legislature’s work is done, 
and disproportionate seating 
can weaken the voice of the 
minority and moderates who 
might buck the party line on any 
given issue.

Some panels last year were 

stacked 12 Democrats to 3 
Republicans, or 11 Democrats 
to 5 Republicans, despite the 22-
18 majority at the time.

This year, with Democrats in 
21 of 40 seats and GOP Lt. Gov. 
Winsome Earle-Sears casting 
tie-breaking votes, the splits are 
closer to the 8-7 that would be 
proportional, mostly 9-6 or 10-
5.

Speaking on the 昀氀oor, 
Senate Democratic Leader 
Scott Surovell defended 
the committee changes as 
“something for the good of the 
body.”

Chris Saxman, a former 
Republican delegate and the 
executive director of Virginia 
FREE, the pro-business 
nonpro昀椀t that called on the 
Senate to make a change, 
welcomed what he called 
“progress.”

“But let’s not kid ourselves 
— it’s not equitable. And they 
know it,” he said.

Virginia’s House of Delegates 
seats its members in proportion 
to the overall partisan split of the 

body on all committees but one, 
a practice leaders of both parties 
say has served them well.

The Associated Press sought 
comment on the issue from 
all prospective legislative 
leaders ahead of the November 
elections, before party control 
of the chambers was settled. 
While senators from both 
parties indicated they saw value 
in proportionality or harm 
from the lack of it, none would 
commit to adhering to it.

“We reap what we sow. And 
down the line, it has become that 
way back and forth no matter 
who was in power,” GOP Sen. 
Bill Stanley said on the 昀氀oor.

Wednesday marked the 
opening day of this year’s 
60-day session. Democrats 
now narrowly control both 
General Assembly chambers 
after 昀氀ipping the House in the 
November elections.
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Man Alive, He’s 75
To the person who keeps us 
laughing through every season 
of life. Thanks for teaching us 
all that life is meant to be fully 
lived and enjoyed and not taken 

too seriously.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
We love you Ron/Dad/Grandy,

Your family

and procedures, which the 
supervisors voted to adopt. 
Codes of Conduct and Ethics 
were also adopted by unanimous 
vote.

Sweet then gave a lengthy 
report, which highlighted the 
top priorities of the Pulaski 
County Board of Supervisors in 
2024.

Though said to be listed in no 
particular order, the 昀椀rst item 
mentioned was the Randolph 
Park pool house reconstruction 
project. The pool house was 
totally destroyed by 昀椀re last 
spring and, according to Sweet, 
there is some disagreement 
between the insurance company 
and the county about how much 
money will be paid out on the 
insurance claim. This will likely 
result in a negotiated settlement 
through mediation.

County o昀케cials will also 
explore the feasibility of opening 
the pool even as the pool house 
is under construction, which 
should take place sometime this 
year.

Breaking ground on the 
Pulaski County Broadband 
Development project, which is 
designed to provide high speed 
broadband internet access to the 
entire county, was next on the 
list of priorities. 

“Our role is to make sure 
that we don’t hinder that 
project moving forward in any 
fashion and that we continue to 
facilitate the groundbreaking as 
expeditiously as we can,” Sweet 
stated in relation to broadband 
development.

The next priority was listed 
as “Consummate Project Duel,” 
but Sweet speci昀椀cally asked 
the board not to discuss this 
topic in a public forum. This 
is a tactic that is often used 
to keep imminent or ongoing 
negotiations con昀椀dential. 

Re-directing Hatcher Road 
to form an intersection with 
Thornspring Road is also 
listed as a top priority, with 
the supervisors already having 
voted for a revenue sharing 
agreement with the state for this 
construction. 

The county will consider 
the feasibility of building a 
‘Community Center/Sportsplex’ 
in the coming year, but this is 
still in the speculative stages.

Another county priority 
involves breaking ground on 
the redevelopment of Claremont 
Elementary and old Pulaski 
Middle schools, which are 
slated to be transformed into 
residential apartments. Sweet 
emphasized that the county 

needed more housing to achieve 
its 40,000 residents by the year 
2030 goal and that redeveloping 
these structures is key to 
attaining that goal.

The County Administrator 
also expects signi昀椀cant progress 
on the Hecate Utility Solar 
Project in the coming year. 
According to Sweet, permitting 
and building the substation that 
collects the electricity from 
the solar array has been “a big 
challenge,” but that “we believe 
the project will move forward in 
2024.”

The board also put a high 
priority on establishing a drop 
site facility at the location of 
the abandoned Red Carpet Inn. 
The county’s Public Service 
Authority is currently involved 
in a bidding process for the 
completion of this project.

Another priority of this board 
of supervisors and the county 
administration is to meet 
with the newly elected school 
board and its administration 
for a strategic capital planning 
session.

After speaking of these top 
2024 priorities for the board of 
supervisors, Sweet continued 
by listing additional county 
administration priorities for the 
upcoming year.

Sweet began this list by 
emphasizing the importance 
of remodeling the 125-year-
old County Administration 
Building, which Sweet said 
needs to meet modern ADA 
compliance and building codes.  

Another county priority 
involves the rehabilitation of 
the temporary o昀케ce space 
for the Parks and Recreation 
department on Cougar Trail 
Road. The Parks and Rec 
Department will also be busy 
rehabilitating the auxiliary 
building of the old Dublin 
Middle School, which was 
recently ceded to the county 
by Pulaski County Public 
Schools. After renovations are 
complete, the county will make 
the space available for a variety 
of activities like aerobic classes, 
line dancing, self-defense 
classes or even hosting a Bridge 
Club.

The county expects to 
complete Phase Two of the 
Riverside Trail Project, which 
currently extends one half mile 
from the Pulaski Community 
Youth Center in Fairlawn at the 
old Riverlawn Elementary to 
the New River. Phase two will 
extend another one-half mile to 
the Route 11 bridge crossing the 
New River. Phase Three will 
extend the trail another one-half 
mile upriver. 

Sweet also mentioned plans 
to improve public safety as 

a company called Gannon 
Solutions will work with the 
county in the coming year to 
“begin to develop a strategic 
plan to bolster and support 
our 昀椀re and public safety 
departments.” 

There are also plans to 
advance the regional 911 
Center Project in the coming 
year in conjunction with local 
townships and the City of 
Radford. 

At meeting’s end, Supervisor 
Mooney expressed his optimism 
about rehabilitating the pool 
house at Randolph Park and 
of the coming realignment of 
Hatcher Road. Mooney also said 
that improvements in 昀椀re and 
public safety departments and 
the regional 911 center project 
would result in lives being 
saved.

Mooney added that he looks 
forward to, “a school board that 
we can actually work with and 
communicate with … I think 
that will save us a lot of time 
and so I think that’s going to be 
a really big plus for us.”

“I’m just really encouraged 
by the projects mentioned,” said 
Supervisor Sta昀昀ord. “I think 
it’s going to be challenging, 
but we can get most of these 
accomplished. It’s going to be 
great.”

Board Chairwoman Walters 
echoed this sentiment. 

“I’m excited,” said Walters. 
“We’ve got a lot of good stu昀昀 
that’s gonna’ go on this year. 
You know the Chair is only as 
good as the board and I really 
appreciate all their support.”

“I’m glad Laura is doing the 
heavy lifting. The rest of us are 
just men,” said Vice Chair Dirk 
Compton with a laugh.

“What’s project Duel?” asked 
a reporter.

“We can’t tell you, but it’s 
going to be good,” replied 
Compton.

Board
Continued From Page A1

DMV announces 2024 
holiday closure schedule

RICHMOND – The Virginia 
Department of Motor Vehicles 
(DMV) encourages customers 
to take advantage of convenient 
time-saving online services 
especially when full-service 
customer service centers are 
closed. DMV o昀케ces will be 
closed on the following days for 
state holidays and observances 
this year:  

• January 15: Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day 

• February 19: George 
Washington Day 

• May 27: Memorial Day 
• June 19: Juneteenth 
• July 4: Independence Day  
• September 2: Labor Day 
• October 14: Columbus Day 

and Yorktown Victory Day 
• November 5: Election Day 
• November 11: Veterans Day 

(observed) 
 During these closures and 

anytime, you can renew your 

tags, update your address, 
renew or replace your driver’s 
license or ID card, in addition 
to dozens of other services 
available at dmv.virginia.gov. 
Most transactions take minutes 
to complete, saving you a trip 
to a DMV location. 

Also, please check the hours 
of your local DMV Select 
location as they may operate 
outside of the state holiday 
closing schedule. DMV Select 
o昀케ces, mostly run by local 
governments, primarily process 
vehicle-related transactions, 
such as registration renewals, 
title registrations and license 
plates. For more information 
on DMV Select and to 昀椀nd a 
select location near you, visit 
our website. 

The Thanksgiving and 
Christmas holiday schedule 
will be announced at a later 
date. 
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OBITUARIES

MICHAEL FRANKLIN 
HUBBLE

Michael Franklin Hubble, 
66 of Christiansburg, passed 
away December 31, 2023 with 
his daughters by his side. He 
was preceded in death by his 
paternal grandparents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert P. Hubble; 
maternal grandparents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Clarence Thomas Reese; 
and special uncle and aunt, 
Merlin and Opal Foltz. Michael 
is survived by his daughters, 
Morgan Hubble and Michelle 
Ratcli昀昀 and son-in-law Billy 
Ratcli昀昀; parents Donald ‘Buck’ 
and Jamie Hubble; siblings, 
Vicki L. Hubble, Donna Hubble 
Pickett, Robert Paul Hubble II, 
and wife Heidi; best friend and 
cousin, Mark Alley and wife 
Sue; as well as multiple aunts, 
uncles, nieces, nephews, and 
cousins. He was a proud veteran 
of the US Army. Michael was 
a dedicated father, beloved 
brother and son, who had a 
soft heart for animals, and was 
literally prepared for anything. 
He will be missed. Visitation 
will be held on Saturday, 
January 13, 2024, from 12:00-
1:00 pm at Horne Funeral Home 
with memorial services to 
follow at 1:00 pm in the Chapel.

PEGGY LOUISE HEARN 
Peggy Louise Hearn, age 72 

of Christiansburg, passed away 
Saturday, January 6, 2024, at 
her resident home at Spring Oak 
in Christiansburg. She was born 
on May 11, 1951, in Pulaski, 
and was the daughter of the late 
David William Hearn, Sr. and 
the late Lois Ann Bishop Hearn.

 She is survived by her sister: 
Jean E. Hearn and two brothers, 
Thomas J. Hearn and Bill and 
Nancy Hearn. Peggy was a 
graduate of Dublin High School 
class of 1969, and attended 
Radford College, graduating in 
1973. She was a huge cat lover 
and enjoyed planting 昀氀owers, 
and she loved reading. Anyone 
that knew her knows that you 
could start a library with the 
books she has read.

 We would like to give a 
special thanks to the sta昀昀 and 
employees, and their residents at 
Spring Oak of Christiansburg. 
In lieu of 昀氀owers, expressions 
of sympathy may be made in 
the form of donations to a local 
charity of choice. A private 
service will be held at a later 
date, with burial at Highland 
Memory Gardens in Dublin.

 Online condolences may be 
sent to the family by visiting 
w w w. s e a g le f u ne r a l home.
com Arrangements by Seagle 
Funeral Home, Pulaski. 540-
980-1700

AMANDA ELIZABETH 
HALE WITHERSPOON 
Amanda Elizabeth Hale 

Witherspoon, “Beth”, of Pulaski 
passed away January 8, 2024 
surrounded by those that loved 
her, including the excellent 
sta昀昀, at Highland Ridge 
Rehabilitation Center in Dublin, 
at the age of 50. Beth was a 
graduate of Christiansburg High 
School, class of 1990, having 
graduated early, and went on 
to pursue serving in the health 
care 昀椀eld, having a strong desire 
to care for nearly everyone she 
met. She was born on January 
21, 1973 in Radford, and was 
the daughter of the late Beulah 
Mae Richmond Hale and the 
late Leonard Franklin Hale.

 In November of 1992, she 
o昀케cially became a loving 
mother, and her three children 
were the light and strength of 
her life. She was the 昀椀rst to 
say that she wasn’t perfect, but 
made up for imperfections both 
perceived and real, every chance 
she had. Over her life she cared 
for not only her family, friends, 
and patients, but even strangers, 
always being an example of 
kindness in the face of severe 
health problems, and personal 
setbacks. Her kindness and love 
were the best things about her, 
followed by her quick wit, sense 
of humor, and intelligence. 
She passed those things to her 
three children, along with her 
love and talent for music, for 
which she never gave herself 
enough credit, as her own 
piano compositions were an 
indescribable experience to 
behold. Her life and loss are too 
big for words, and her children, 
family, and friends, and all 
who were blessed to know her, 
will miss her deeply, but will 
continue to carry and honor her 
legacy, wherever they go.

 She is survived by: a son; 
Josh W. Witherspoon of Dublin: 
daughters; Jacki Witherspoon 
of Roanoke, and Hayleigh 
Witherspoon of Pulaski: four 
brothers; Donnie Franklin Hale 
of Pulaski, David (Nancy) Hale 
of Pulaski, Barry (Vicki) Hale 
of Pulaski, and Ben Hale of 
Christiansburg.

A memorial service will be 
held on Friday, January 12, 
2024, at 2:00 p.m. at Seagle 
Funeral home. The family will 
receive friends on Friday at the 
funeral home from 1:00 p.m. 
until 2:00 p.m.

 We would like to thank 
the sta昀昀 at Highland Ridge 
Rehabilitation Center, who 
treated us all, just like family, 
and for making our mom’s last 
days a peaceful experience, all 
considered. 

Online condolences may be 
sent to the family by visiting 
www.seaglefuneralhome.com 

Arrangements by Seagle 
Funeral Home, Pulaski. 540-
980-1700

DOROTHY CROWELL 
TESTER 

Dorothy “Dot” Crowell 
Tester, 95, of Lynchburg, passed 
away in Williamsburg on 
December 25, 2023. She was the 
wife of the late James Carlton 
Tester for sixty-six years. Born 
in Pulaski, Virginia on March 
12, 1928, she was the daughter 
of the late Ohmer Oreal Crowell 
and the late Thelma Repass 
Crowell. Dorothy graduated 
from Madison College (now 
James Madison University) in 
1949 with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Education. Upon 
graduation, she taught second 
grade in Pulaski prior to 
beginning a family.

Dorothy was a devoted 
member of Holy Trinity 
Lutheran Church and for many 
years was an active member of 
the Lynchburg Women’s Club, 
Lynchburg Garden Club, and 
Patches ‘n Pieces Quilt Club.

In addition to her husband 
and parents, she was preceded 
in death by her two brothers, 
Ohmer O. Crowell, Jr., and 
Douglas R. Crowell. Left 
behind to cherish her memory 
are her two sons, David Tester 
and Thomas Tester (Linda); 
two daughters, Donna Powers 
(Stephen) and Martha Carroll; 
four grandchildren, Ashley 
Meyers, Megan Stetson, Aaron 
Powers and Michael Carroll; 
昀椀ve great grandchildren, Joshua 
Meyers, Blake Meyers, Natalie 
Meyers, McKenna Meyers and 
Elijah Stetson; and a host of 
nieces and nephews.

A memorial service will 
be conducted at Holy Trinity 
Lutheran Church on Saturday, 
January 13, 2024 at 2:00pm 
with the Reverend Dennis S. 
Roberts o昀케ciating. Inurnment 
will follow at the church 
columbarium. A reception will 
be held in the church fellowship 
hall immediately following the 
service. 

In lieu of 昀氀owers, please 
make memorial gifts to Holy 
Trinity Lutheran Church, 1000 
Langhorne Road, Lynchburg, 
VA 24503. 

Fond memories and 
expressions of sympathy 
may be shared at www.
NelsenWilliamsburg.com

RHONDA ELAINE SWIM 
JOHNSTON 
June 7, 1967

January 2, 2024
Rhonda Elaine Swim 

Johnston, 56, passed away 
unexpectedly at her home in 
Pulaski on Tuesday, January 
2, 2024. She was a beloved 
educator of Pulaski County 
Schools.

She is survived by her 
daughters, Jessica and Abigail 
Johnston; mother, Ruth Mae 
Wilburn; sister, Donna Batzel 
(John); nephews, Adam Batzel 
and Ben Batzel (Kelley); best 
friend Sandra Hill; and many 
other dear cousins, family and 
friends. Rhonda was preceded 
in death by her father, Donald 
Lee Swim.

Rhonda had a ready smile, a 
kind heart, and a bright and fun 
spirit that was contagious to be 
around. Many things brought 
her joy including hanging out 
with family, playing trivia 
games, watching old movies, 
and following her favorite sports 
teams, the Virginia Tech Hokies 
and the St Louis Cardinals.

Rhonda dearly loved the 
students she worked with, the 
wonderful athletes of Special 
Olympics, and the valued 
colleagues she has worked 
alongside for many years.  
Her work in education and 
Special Olympics 昀椀lled her 
heart with joy. Rhonda was 
committed to fundraising for 
Special Olympics, her favorite 
fundraiser being the NRV Polar 
Plunge. For many years, Rhonda 
has served as team captain for 
the awesome Pulaski County 
Plungers.

In lieu of 昀氀owers, please 
consider making a donation 
to the annual Polar Plunge 
that bene昀椀ts local Special 
Olympics. The Polar Plunge, 
dear to Rhonda’s heart, will 
be held in February, and we 
hope to set a record for her 
team’s fundraising success. 
Link to bene昀椀t Rhonda’s team, 
Pulaski County Plungers 
Area 9 is listed below: https://
impact.specialolympicsva.org/
fundraiser/5026294

The family received friends 
Wednesday, January 10, 2024, 
at the Mullins Funeral Home 
in Radford. Rhonda was laid 
to rest in Sunset Cemetery in 
Christiansburg at a private 
graveside service.

The Johnston family are in 
the care of Mullins Funeral 
Home & Crematory in Radford.

www.Mullinsfuneralhome.
com

MICHAEL LANTY ERVINE

Michael Lanty Ervine, age 
50 of Bessemer City, North 
Carolina and formerly of Pulaski 
passed away Friday, December 
29, 2023 at the Atrium Health/
Hospital in Charlotte, NC. Born 
December 31, 1972 in Ontario, 
Canada he was the son of the 
late Larry Kent Ervine and 
Betty Jane Ball Ervine. He was 
also preceded in death by his 
stepmother, Wanda Sue Ervine.

Michael was a graduate of 
Radford High School and a 
veteran of the United States Air 
Force.

He is survived by his 
Sons – Tyler Michael 

(Amanda) Ervine – FL, Travis 
Larry Ervine – Dublin

Granddaughter – Emma K. 
Ervine – FL

Brother – Scott (Holly) Ervine 
– GA

Sister – Candace Brown – GA
Funeral services were held 

Wednesday, January 10, 2023 
at the Bower Funeral Home, 

Chapel – Pulaski with Pastor 
Tony Eads o昀케ciating. Interment 
followed at the Southwest 
Virginia Veterans Cemetery, 
Dublin where he received full 
military honors.

To sign Michael’s online 
guestbook, visit www.
bowerfuneralhome.com – 
Bower Funeral Homes, Pulaski 
is handling the arrangements.

PLACE A CARD OF THANKS
Thank those who helped and supported you 

during your time of loss with a 

CARD OF THANKS
In The Patriot
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CHRIS M. SMITH 
Chris M. Smith, mostly 

known as (Fig), age 57 of Pulaski 
passed away Wednesday, 
January 3 2024. Born April 7, 
1966 in Pulaski County to the 
late Doris Holt and Edward 
Smith Sr. 

He is also proceeded in 
death by maternal grandmother 
Margaret Thompson and 
Paternal grandmother Martha 
Lowery, uncle Terry Thompson 
and Aunt Cordelia Lethcoe, 
nephews Lamont Smith and 
Marcus Hickman. 

He was “Uncle Fig’ to most. 
He was well liked by whomever 
he came in contact with because 
of his heart and love for people. 
Fig was an advent 49ers fan. He 
loved music and if you knew 
him you knew he loved to be 
certain of attention.

See SMITH, page A5
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Phone: (540) 980-2600
815 Randolph Avenue, Pulaski, VA 24301

www.stevensfuneralhomepulaski.com
Owned by the Norris Family

Norris - Stevens Funeral HomeNorris - Stevens Funeral Home

Why Pay More For Less?
Our Prices Can Save You Up To $1,000 

On A Traditional Funeral Service.
Pre-Planning Options Available

He is Survived by his
 Daughters – Latilia Calfee 

– Radford, Tamera Smith – 
Dublin

 Sons – Chris Calfee (Fiancée) 
Amber – Pulaski, Antwyn 
Calfee (Fiancée) Christina – 
Fairlawn

 Grandchildren – Kymani & 
Kori, Magnolia and Josiah

 Sister – Terressa Smith – 
Pulaski

 Brothers – Edward Smith 
(ED) – Pulaski, Walter Smith 
(Leon) – Pulaski

 Nephew – Dorian Hendricks 
– Dublin

 Nieces -Tonya Smith – North 
Carolina, Ieshia Hickman – 
Pulaski

 Aunt – Victoria Ru昀昀 (Troy) – 
Christiansburg

 Uncles – Marvin Gant – 
Roanoke, Neil Thompson- 
Pulaski

 Special Friend – Ralph 
Porter- Dublin

Funeral services will be held 
6:00 PM – Friday, January 12, 
2024 at the Bower Funeral 
Home-Chapel, Pulaski with 
Reverend Douglas Patterson 
and Reverend Frank Peters 
o昀케ciating.

The family will receive 
friends one hour before service 
time Friday at the Funeral 
Home.

To sign Figs online guestbook, 
visit www.bowerfuneralhome.
com

Bower Funeral Homes, 
Pulaski is handling the 
arrangements for the family.

Smith
Continued From Page A4

BEATRICE COLLEEN 
BRATTON LUCION 

Beatrice Colleen Bratton 
Lucion, age 88, of Dublin, died 
Wednesday afternoon at her 
residence.  She was born on 
February 12, 1935, in Pulaski, 
and was the daughter of the late 
Willie Sue Bratton and Jesse 
James Bratton.  Mrs. Lucion 
retired from the Radford Army 
Ammunition Plant and was a 
member of the graduating class 
of 1952 at Pulaski High School.

In addition to her parents, 
she was preceded in death by 
her husband; Albert F. Lucion, 
Sr., 15 brothers and sisters, and 
a son, David Douglas Mannon.  
She is survived by her two 
daughters; Teresa (Henry) 
Bolling of Pulaski, and Gail 
(John) Byrd of Aledo, TX:  
son; Anthony Curtis (Amy) 
Mannon of Salem: stepson; 
Albert F. (Tammy) Lucion, Jr. 
of Chilhowie:  sister; Bonnie 
Jean (Thomas) Whisman of 
Dublin.  She is also survived 
by numerous grandchildren and 
numerous great-grandchildren.

Funeral services were held 
on Monday, January 8, 2024, 
at Seagle Funeral Home.  Her 
disposition was private.  

In lieu of 昀氀owers, please 
donate to the National 
Kidney Foundation or Kazim 
Transportation Fund, 628 
Campbell Ave. Roanoke, 
Virginia 24016.

Online condolences may be 
sent to the family by visiting 
w w w. s e a g le f u ne r a l home.
com  Arrangements by Seagle 
Funeral Home, Pulaski. 540-
980-1700

MICHAEL ANDREW 
EARLS 

November 25, 1949
January 6, 2024

Michael Andrew Earls, 74, of 
Dublin, passed away on Saturday, 
January 6, 2024. He was preceded 
in death by his parents, Walter 
Franklin and Emma Brown Earls.

Survivors include his sons, 
Michael Keck of Arizona, and 
Jason Baker of Ohio; grandsons, 
Jerry Kelly (Jessica) and Dominic 
Grinstead of Arkansas; great 
grandson, Ziven Wayne Kelly 
of Arkansas; brother and sister-
in-law, John Earls (Jenefer); 
sister and brother-in-law, Nancy 
Robinson (Gary); and many other 
nieces, nephews, relatives and 
friends.

The family will receive 
friends on Monday, January 15, 
2024, from 4 p.m. until 6 p.m. 
at the Mullins Funeral Home in 
Radford. Funeral services with 
full military honors will begin at 
6 p.m.

A memorial service will also 
be held in Akron, Ohio, at a later 
date.

The Earls family is in the 
care of Mullins Funeral Home 
& Crematory in Radford. www.
mullinsfuneralhome.com

SYLVIA FERN BRANSON 
Sylvia Fern Branson, age 86 

of Pulaski passed away Monday, 
January 8, 2024 at the Highland 
Ridge Rehabilitation Center, 
Dublin. Born December 29, 
1937 in Little Creek, she was 
the daughter of the late Govan 
Hamblin & Martha Davis 
Hamblin. She was also preceded 
in death by her husband, Clyde 
Eugene Branson, grandson, 
William Tyler Jennings, brothers, 
Carlos Hamblin, Judas Hamblin 
and sisters, Yvonne Hamblin, 
Barbara Gray and Polly Hamblin.

Sylvia is survived by her
Children – Kathy Elaine & 

Jerry Gravley – Pulaski, Trish & 
Barry Banes – Bland, Douglas 
Eugene Branson – Pulaski, 
Carolyn & Brad Jennings – 
Hillsville

Granddaughter – Amanda 
Beth (Jonathan) Mallinson

Great Grandchildren – Adaline 
Mallinson and Jonah Mallinson

Sister-in-law – Brenda Branson 
– Whitesville, NC

Funeral services were held 
Thursday – January 11, 2023 at 
the Bower Funeral Home-Chapel, 
Pulaski. Interment followed at the 
Thornspring UMC Cemetery, 
Dublin.

The family would like to 
thank the sta昀昀 at Highland Ridge 
Rehab for their loving care and 
compassion over the past year.

To sign Sylvia’s online 
guestbook, visit www.
bowerfuneralhome.com

Bower Funeral Homes, Pulaski 
is handling the arrangements for 
the family.

Land transfers for November
Land transfers in Pulaski 

County for the month of 
November, 2023, as recorded 
by the Pulaski County Circuit 
Court Clerk’s o昀케ce.

Debra Cecil Cobb to Charles 
N. Noll, property at 3318 Lead 
Mine Road, Snowville, $65,000.

Debbie S. McPeak to Douglas 
Irving Pompey, Sr., property 
at 6046 Mines Road, Pulaski, 
$135,000.

Teresa L. Pelton to Gerald 
C. Upton, property at 4609 
Waterfront Farms Drive, 
Draper, $812,500.

Phoenix Properties, LLC to 
Barry Robert Lane, property at 
3258 Lavender Road, Pulaski, 
$42,500.

Estate of Charles Rodney 
Black to AREG Properties, 
LLC, property at 907 Mashburn 
Avenue, Pulaski, $45,000.

James E. Sandifer to Dyan 
Matthew Armes, property at 
2960 Mt. Olivet Road, Pulaski, 
$75,000.

James A. Evans, Attorney 
at Law to Virginia Housing 
Development Authority, 
property at 5339 Empire Street, 
Pulaski, $45,821.

Delaina D. Gallimore to NRV 
Growth, LLC, property at 301 
State Street, Pulaski, $100,000.

Allemar Properties, LLC 
to Robert E. Rotanz, property 
at 4009 Shadow Land Drive, 
Snowville, $895,000.

Town of Pulaski to Autumn 
Lilly Kirchner Weidman and 
Lathan Zeth Delp, property at 
126 Pierce Avenue, Pulaski, 
$249,500.

Renee Moye to HC Initiative, 
LLC, property at 101 3rd Street, 

Dublin, $170,000.
Brenda M. Sams to Clinton 

Portman Harrell, Jr., property 
between I-81 and Sutphin Hill 
Dr., Dublin, $7,000.

Anthony William Turpin to 
Michael D. Thompson, property 
at 4591 Shelburne Road, 
Snowville, $25,000.

Jacqueline Nichole Taylor 
to Madison Leigh Diamond, 
property at 4501 Thaxton Road, 
Pulaski, $140,000.

Howard Douglas Martin 
to Property Seekers, LLC, 
property at 716 Mathews Court, 
Pulaski, $70,000.

Mary Ann Largen to 
Jaydin, LLC, property at 4519 
Chipmunk Place, Dublin, 
$117,500.

Angela D. Harless to Franky 
Cole, property at 303 4th Street 
S.E., Pulaski, $115,00.

Susan Elizabeth Roop-
Dalrymple to Augusta Carolyne 
and Robert Grant O’Reilly, 
property at 1306 Hopkins Drive, 
Pulaski, $335,000.

Michael J. Kutz to Zoe Alexis 
Arney property at 520 Bunts 
Street, Pulaski, $148,000.

Morton Morgan Coleman 
to Katrina Coleman Doolittle, 
property at 136 Darst Avenue, 
Dublin, $40,000.

Sandra Denise Houston to 
Holly Woodyard Boitnott, 
property at 6549 New River 
Road, New River, $65,000.

Rebecca A. Douthat to 
Winston Massey, property at 
4555 Mountain View Drive, 
$260,000.

Lynneart, LLC to Red 
Fox Lane Investments, LLC, 
property at 1004 Floyd Lane, 

Pulaski, $291,000.
GWCD, LLC to William Scott 

Mann, property o昀昀 Phillips 
Farm Road near Claytor Lake in 
Snowville, $880,000.

Michael T. Chrisley to 
West Street Properties, LLC, 
property at 5250 Alexander 
Road, Dublin, $135,000.

NRV Growth, LLC to Hannah 
T. Croy, property at 301 State 
Street, Pulaski, $146,000.

Jedidiah Lee Singleton to 
Taylor Parmelee, property to 
1311 Hopkins Drive, Pulaski, 
$237,000.

Josh Brooks to Teresa 
Lynn Johnson, property at 
3225 Honaker Road, Draper, 
$112,000.

Erin B. Lytton to Jacob 
Anthony Mowery, property 
at 2688 Draper Ridge Road, 
Draper, $40,000.

Cora Elizabeth Naylor to 
Maellen Mabes Hu昀昀, property 
at 4605 Peak Creek Road, 
Pulaski, $250,000.

Janet B. Lane to Christopher 
C. Naylor, property at 2891 
Barrett Ridge Road, Draper, 
$295,000.

Club Cracker Business Trust 
to David Alley, property at 
1756 Case Knife Road, Pulaski, 
$76,500.

Gregory Wayne McNeil to 
Thomas J. Chambers, property 
at 5273 Grand View Drive, 
Dublin, $149,000.

Betty A. Robertson to 
Destiny T. Nester, property at 
217 Dunbar Avenue, Dublin, 
$195,000.

Jerry T. Weaver, Jr. to Thomas 

See TRANSFERS, page A9
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EDITORIAL
Some Things 
Never Change

If you thought 2024 would be any di昀昀erent than 
the 昀椀rst three years of the Biden Administration 
when it comes to overbearing energy regulations, 
you thought wrong. The Administration is 
still fully committed to their Green New Deal 
objectives, no matter the burden it places on 
everyday Americans.

 Just a few days before the start of the new 
year, on December 29, the Biden Administration 
announced new regulations a昀昀ecting multiple 
home and commercial appliances. The Department 
of Energy (DOE) said they have both 昀椀nalized new 
energy e昀케ciency standards on home refrigerators 
and freezers (which were proposed by the agency 
earlier this year) and have also proposed new 
standards for commercial fans and blowers.

 As you may know, this is just the latest in new 
regulations on home appliances that the Biden 
Administration has implemented since the start of 
their tenure.

P.O. Box 2416 • Pulaski, VA 24301 • www.pcpatriot.com • (540) 808-3949

The Patriot is published in its print form every 
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Confession 
of a public
health 
expert

See LOWERY, page A7

Delegate
Jason Ballard

42nd District

More Bills I’ll Submit
I hope you and your family had a 

fun (and safe) new year’s celebration 
last week!  By the time this article hits 
print, I will be in Richmond for the 2024 
Virginia General Assembly legislative 
session to take on the challenges 
facing the Commonwealth and our 
region.  As has been stated frequently 
in all manners of news media, the 2024 
General Assembly will have a unique 
composition unlike anything in modern 
memory due to the large turnover 
of experienced legislators through 
redistricting.  Although Democrats 
hold both the House and Senate by the 
slimmest of margins, we could still see 
some unpredictable results.  

In a past article, I provided you some 
information about legislation I plan on 
introducing this session.  Now I’d like to 
share a few more bills with you that you 
may 昀椀nd interesting.

One piece of legislation I’ll submit will 
change the name of “Drug Treatment 
Courts” to “Recovery Courts.”  Many 
of us either know someone or have been 
touched in some way by drug addiction, 
much of it spurred on by the opioid 
epidemic we are still 昀椀ghting hard to 
defeat.  By erasing the stigma that “Drug 
Treatment Courts” imply and instead 
focusing on the positivity of recovery, I 
anticipate that more of our friends and 
neighbors will successfully complete the 
program and lead happy and productive 
lives.

I’m also planning to introduce 
legislation that would create the “Virginia 
Fire昀椀ghting Facilities Grant Program.”  I 
hear from many of our rural communities 
that their volunteer 昀椀re department 
facilities are aging, and that there are 
minimal state programs available to 
address repairing and replacing this vital 
infrastructure.  Without state assistance, 
sparsely populated rural communities 
are left to foot the bill, even if they are 

unable to a昀昀ord it.  I’m hopeful that my 
House and Senate colleagues will agree 
on the necessity of this legislation for 
rural Virginia.

And 昀椀nally – at least for today’s 
column – I’ll be submitting legislation 
that allows out-of-state army reserve 
soldiers to qualify for in-state tuition 
when attending Virginia institutions of 
higher education.  This is the right thing 
to do for those who serve our country, and 
it has the added bene昀椀t of enticing more 
reservists to the Commonwealth where 
they can contribute to our economy.

I look forward to returning to 
Richmond to represent your interests in 
the Virginia General Assembly.  It is an 
honor and a responsibility that I do not 
take lightly, and I hope you will contact 
me with your thoughts on any legislation 
of interest to you that may come before 
me for a vote.  I also love to see visitors 
from the 42nd District, so don’t hesitate to 
reach out to my o昀케ce if you’d like to set 
up a visit!

As the Delegate representing the 
42nd House District in the Virginia 
General Assembly, your concerns are 
my greatest priority. If ever I may be 
of assistance to you and your family, 
please do not hesitate to reach out to me 
at DelJBallard@House.Virginia.Gov. 
You can also follow me on Twitter @
JasonBallardVA or like my Facebook 
page, Jason Ballard for Delegate, to 
keep up to date with what I am doing in 
Richmond and in our community on your 
behalf.

The public-health o昀케cials 
are getting around to admitting 
the fallibility of public-health 
o昀케cials. 

The former head of the 
National Institutes of Health 
during the pandemic and current 
science advisor to President 
Joe Biden, Francis Collins, has 
noted that he and his colleagues 
demonstrated an “unfortunate” 
narrow-mindedness. 

This is a welcome, if belated, 
confession.

Not too long ago, anyone 
who said that epidemiologists 
might be overly focused on 
disease prevention to the 
exclusion of other concerns 
-- you know, like jobs, mental 
health and schooling -- were 
dismissed as reckless nihilists 
who didn’t care if their fellow 
citizens died en masse. 

Now, Francis Collins has 
weighed in to tell us that many 
of the people considered close-
minded and anti-science during 
COVID-19 were advancing an 
appropriately balanced view 
of the trade-o昀昀s inherent in the 
pandemic response. 

“If you’re a public-health 
person and you’re trying to 
make a decision, you have this 
very narrow view of what the 
right decision is,” Collins said 
at an event earlier this year that 
garnered attention online the 
last couple of days. 

This is not a new insight, 
or a surprising one. It’s a little 
like saying Bolsheviks will 
be focused on nationalizing 
the means of production over 
everything else, or a golf pro 
will be monomaniacal about the 
proper mechanics of a swing. 

The problem comes, of 
course, when public health, or 
“public health,” becomes the 
only guide to public policy. 
Then, you are giving a group 
of obsessives, who have an 
important role to play within 
proper limits, too much power 
in a way that is bound to distort 
your society. 

Francis Collins, again: “So 
you attach in昀椀nite value to 
stopping the disease and saving 
a life. You attach zero value to 
whether this actually totally 
disrupts people’s lives, ruins the 
economy, and has many kids 
kept out of school in a way that 
they never quite recover from.”

True and well said, but that’s 
an awful lot of very important 
things to attach “zero value” to.

He also admitted to having an 
urban bias, driven by working 
out of Washington D.C. and 
thinking almost exclusively 
about New York City and other 
major cities. 

If Francis Collins and his 
cohort got it wrong, the likes of 
Florida governor Ron DeSantis 
and Georgia governor Brian 
Kemp -- and the renegade 
scientists and doctors who 
supported their more modulated 
approach to the pandemic -- got 
it right. 

It’s always worth 
remembering that the pandemic 
was a once-in-hundred-years 
event and initially, we had very 
little information and very few 
means to prevent and treat the 
disease. It is inevitable that 
decision-makers are going to 
make mistakes in such a crisis, 
and adjust as they go. 

That said, the scientists who 
were in positions of authority 
could have shown more 
modesty. They could have 
welcomed debate. They could 

 As I talked about in an August column, 
DOE has also announced new regulations for 
washing machines, gas stoves, dishwashers, air 
conditioners, electric water heaters, and light 
bulbs.

 Talk about government overreach! Is there any 
appliance inside your own home the Administration 
won’t meddle with?

 In a statement by Secretary of Energy Jennifer 
Granholm, she wrote that these new regulations are 
“a testament to the Biden-Harris Administration’s 
commitment to lowering utility costs for working 
families…”

 But, according to DOE, when updating their 
refrigerator, Americans are projected to save just 
about $16 per year on their utility bill.

 In many cases, because of the new regulations, 
new appliances will be more expensive. Really? 
Just to save $16 per year? 

 There is also the question of e昀昀ectiveness. 
Folks in the 9th District who have updated some 
of their home appliances have complained to me 
about the e昀昀ectiveness of their appliances. Like 
washing machines that now don’t use enough 
water to properly do the job, thus causing some 
loads to be washed twice. Or dishwashers that take 
twice as long to 昀椀nish their cycles because of new 
standards.

 It should be noted that according to DOE, 
regulations on refrigerators and freezers are to be 
implemented in 昀椀ve to six years, depending on the 
model and con昀椀guration of your new appliance.

 If this Administration and their left-wing 
allies in Congress are still in power then, maybe 
energy prices will be so outrageously high that it 
may seem worth having an appliance that is less 
productive than today’s appliances.

 There is also the manufacturing side. For 
example, when the Administration announced 
its new regulations on gas stoves, 18 energy and 
consumer advocacy organizations sent a letter to 
DOE saying the new regulation would negatively 
impact consumer choice and is therefore “arbitrary 
and capricious” while also having little e昀昀ect on 
climate change.

 Whatever the cost impact on manufacturers 
is, due to the new regulations announced on 
December 29, you can bet it will be passed on to 
the consumer, which drives prices higher. 

 Additionally, when announcing the proposed 
new standards for commercial fans and blowers, 
the agency said the proposed regulations are the 
昀椀rst-ever federal regulations for these appliances.

 Why did they decide to regulate commercial 
fans and blowers for the 昀椀rst time?

 Because they are following the direction of 
California, which has established standards for 
general fans.

 While this move is unfortunate, it’s not 
surprising. It seems the Administration and many 
on the left, including in Virginia, are taking 
direction from California more and more these 
days (example: California banning the sale of new 
gas-powered cars and mandating the sale of new 
electric cars by 2035).

 As O.H. Skinner, the Alliance For Consumers’ 
executive director, rightfully put it, “…this 
administration isn’t just tweaking regulations. 
They’re doing things that e昀昀ectively ban whole 
categories of things that exist on the market.”

 Meaning, it’s not just a di昀昀erence in price 
Americans will have to deal with, but also, choice. 
And that choice will be whatever the Biden 
Administration’s government decides is right.

 It’s time to stop with the overbearing green 
agenda being pushed by the left, without 
consideration of the consequences.

 As a member of the House Energy and 
Commerce Committee, I was proud to vote in 
favor of H.R. 6192, the Hands O昀昀 Our Home 
Appliances Act at a December meeting. It would 
modify DOE’s energy e昀케cient mandate to make 
sure that consumers actually save money on their 
utility bills in a reasonable timeframe. I will 昀椀ght 
for policies that will protect the average American 
family’s interests. When creating new laws and 
regulations, we must weigh choices and costs on 
a similar footing with legitimate environmental 
concerns. 

 If you have questions, concerns, or comments, 
feel free to contact my o昀케ce.  You can call 
my Abingdon o昀케ce at 276-525-1405 or my 
Christiansburg o昀케ce at 540-381-5671. To reach my 
o昀케ce via email, please visit my website at https://
morgangri昀케th.house.gov/. 

One Nation
Under God

By Danielle Reid

Thomas Je昀昀erson and 
Religious Liberty

Thank God for Dr. David Barton, 
historian, author, lecturer and founder 
of WallBuilders.com.  Because of 
Barton’s passion for collecting and 
preserving documents from the 
founding of our nation, and teaching 
the truth about the Biblical basis of our 
nation, I uncovered a treasure trove of 
information about Thomas Je昀昀erson.

Prior to this discovery, I was in 
a quandry when hearing educators 
discuss Je昀昀erson’s so-called diesm, and 
his desire for a “wall of separation of 
church and state” to restrict religious 
activities and symbols from public 
forums.  

In a lengthy article I found in the 
Notre Dame Journal of Law, Ethics & 
Public Policy, Barton has published 
this astonishing and detailed treatsie, 
“The Image and the Reality: Thomas 
Je昀昀erson and the First Amendment.”

Let’s review a bit of early American 
history and get to know more about 
Thomas Je昀昀erson before getting into 
any of the nitty-gritty of the article.  
We may actually have to write this as 
a short series because there is so much 
truth locked inside of Barton’s writings.

Animosity began revving up in the 
late 1760’s and spilled over into 1770ls.  
The Colonists had been in opposition 
to some of Great Britain King George’s 
decrees and taxes.  They had repeatedly 
sent emmissaries to his court in hopes 
of ensuring a peaceful settlement 
between the Colonies and Great Britain. 
When this did not transpire and instead 

British Parliament repeatedly passed 
more and more restrictive laws such as 
the Stamp Act, the Townshend Acts and 
the Tea Act, the Continental Congress 
came together in Philadelphia to try to 
昀椀nd a solution.  Instead, they created 
the Declaration of Independence in July 
1776.  Je昀昀erson, as a representative of the 
Congress and member of the Committee 
of Five, would pen the immortal words 
that changed the world in the Declaration 
of Independence.  

To begin, he proclaimed ideas that 
were held by all the members on the 
Committee – that there are natural 
rights belonging to mankind and that it 
is the responsibility of the government 
to protect those rights.  The three main 
purposes of the Declaration were broken 
down into understandable concepts: 
God created mankind equal and gave 
them the rights of life, liberty and 
pursuit of happiness; Governments are 
established to protect these rights; and 
if a government doesn’t honor these 
rights or tries to withhold rights from the 
people, the people are free to revolt and 
set up a new government.

See NATION, page A7
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have distanced themselves from 
-- or better yet, denounced -- the 
campaign of moral bullying 
carried out in their name. 

Many people wanted to 
outsource their thinking to the 
experts and then, with a great 
sense of righteousness, rely on 
arguments from authority to 
demonize their opponents and 
shut down every policy dispute. 

Francis Collins, one of 
the most eminent scientists 
in the country and a subtle 
thinker who dissents from the 
orthodoxy that science and faith 
are incompatible, would have 
been an ideal voice to counter 
the propaganda campaigns that 
aimed to suppress unwelcome 
views and even unwelcome 
facts. Instead, he stuck with his 
tribe.

It’s progress, though, to 
realize that scientists, too, are 
susceptible to group-think, 
recency bias and parochialism; 
that the experts may know an 
incredible amount about a very 
narrow area, while knowing 
little to nothing about broader 
matters of greater consequence; 
that point of views considered 
dangerous lunacy may, over 
time, prove out, so they 
shouldn’t be censored or 
otherwise quashed. 

It’s not just that the scientists 
acted like blinkered scientists 
during the pandemic; they 
tolerated, or participated in, 
agitprop that was inimical to 
the scienti昀椀c spirit and to good 
public policy. 

Rich Lowry is editor of the 
National Review.

Lowery
Continued From Page A6

Nation
Continued From Page A6

The language in the 
Declaration contains 
14-concepts, words or phrases 
that reference the Judeo-
Christian religion and that 
the entire Congress agreed 
upon:  Creator, God, Truth, for 
example.

Since Je昀昀erson was the main 
contributor to the Declaration 
of Independence, and the 
document is replete with 
religious references, does it 
make sense that he should be 
labeled a diest?  

Je昀昀erson wrote over 
60-volumes of his thoughts, 
concepts, beliefs during his 
lifetime, and Barton has brought 
much of his writings about 
religion to light.  Contrary to 
some popular belief, Je昀昀erson 
supported Christian religious 
activities while serving as 
Governor of Virginia and later 
as the third U.S. President.  
“Je昀昀erson often expressed 
his personal a昀케nity for the 
teachings of Jesus and was 
not o昀昀ended by the Bible. He 
frequently used its references 
in his own writings and was a 
昀椀nancial backer of the Virginia 
Bible Society.”  

According to Barton’s 
research from the Anals of 
Congress 797, “In 1800, when 
Washington, D.C., became the 
national capital and the President 
moved into the White House 
and Congress into the Capitol, 
Congress approved the use of 
the Capitol building as a church 
building for Christian worship 
services.’  It was in this most 
recognizable of all government 
buildings-the Capitol-that 
President Je昀昀erson attended 
church each Sunday.” President 
Je昀昀erson even sanctioned paid 
government musicians assisting 
in the worship at those church 
services.’ He also e昀昀ected 
similar Christian worship 
services on Sunday in his own 
Executive Branch, both at the 
Treasury Building and at the 
War O昀케ce.”

Further proof of Je昀昀erson’s 
embracement of the Christian 
religion is found by Barton: 
“In 1801, President Je昀昀erson 
urged local governments to 
make land available speci昀椀cally 
for Christian purposes (a clear 
violation of the Supreme Court’s 
Lemon, Establishment, and 
Endorsement tests). In an 1803 
federal Indian treaty, President 
Je昀昀erson provided $300 to 
‘assist the said Kaskaskia tribe 
in the erection of a church’ 
and to provide ‘annually for 
seven years $100 towards the 
support of a Catholic priest.’ He 
also signed three separate acts 
setting aside government lands 
for the sole use of religious 
groups so that Moravian 
missionaries might be assisted 
in ‘promoting Christianity’ 
(another clear violation of all 

four of the Court’s “Separation 
of Church and State tests). 
In 1804, President Je昀昀erson 
assured a Christian religious 
school in the newly purchased 
Louisiana Territory that it would 
receive ‘the patronage of the 
government.’   He even closed 
presidential documents with the 
appellation, ‘In the year of our 
Lord Christ’”

The question arises, if our 
modern historians and some of 
our past Supreme Court Justices 
consider Je昀昀erson a diest, then 
why would President Je昀昀erson 
be so over昀氀y encouraging of 
Christianity? 

When asked that question by 
a contemporary while walking 
to church together, Je昀昀erson 
explained: “No nation has 
ever existed or been governed 
without religion. Nor can be. 
The Christian religion is the best 
religion that has been given to 
man and I, as Chief Magistrate 
of this nation, am bound to give 
it the sanction of my example.”

Va. Tech, Extension gain
funding for specialty crops
From Virginia Tech

Six Virginia Tech and 
Virginia Cooperative Extension 
projects that help advance the 
competitiveness of specialty crops 
grown in the commonwealth have 
been awarded nearly $550,000 
through the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA)’s Specialty 
Crop Block Grants program. The 
projects are aimed at assisting 
Virginia farmers in making 
specialty crop production a driver 
of economic development.

Specialty crops are de昀椀ned as 
fruits and vegetables, tree nuts, 
dried fruits, and horticulture 
and nursery crops, including 
昀氀oriculture. Virginia Tech and 
Extension’s projects address a 
wide range of concerns, including 
water treatment of crops, using 
drones for pest management, 
increasing greenhouse 
strawberry health, and disease 
and frost damage prevention.

The following projects received 
funding through the Specialty 
Crop Block Grants program:

• Validating in-昀椀eld water 
treatments to enhance produce 
safety: Led by Associate 
Professor Laura Strawn in the 
College of Agriculture and 
Life Sciences’ Department of 
Food, Science, and Technology, 
researchers will evaluate how 
well di昀昀erent chemical treatments 
work to reduce on-farm water 

Photo courtesy of Sam Dean Photography

Virginia Tech and Extension’s projects address a wide range of 
concerns, including water treatment of crops, using drones for 
pest management, increasing greenhouse strawberry health, 
and disease and frost damage prevention.

contamination to specialty crops. 
The 昀椀ndings will help Virginia 
growers identify Environmental 
Protection Agency-approved 
sanitizers to treat water used in 
the 昀椀eld and create best practices 
for water treatment to reduce 
contamination.

• Use of drone-spray for weed 
management in specialty crops: 
This project, led by Vijay Singh, 
assistant professor of weed 
science and Extension specialist 
at the Virginia Tech Eastern 
Shore Agricultural Research and 
Extension Center, will evaluate 
the economic bene昀椀ts of using 
drones to apply herbicides that 

inhibit weed growth in specialty 
crops. Previous studies using 
drones to spray soybeans and 
corn have shown higher e昀케cacy 
and better cost savings than 
backpack spray applications. This 
will be the 昀椀rst test of drone-
applied herbicides on specialty 
crops, speci昀椀cally tomatoes and 
broccoli.

• Increasing yield in 
greenhouse soilless strawberries 
using growth-promoting bacteria: 
This study aims to promote the 
growth and yield of greenhouse 
soilless strawberries by using 

See CROPS, page A8
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Fabric Down To 40%
With More Clearance Items 

Coming Soon!

20% O昀昀 All Notions
30% O昀昀 AccuQuilt

Ms. Audre's FabricsMs. Audre's Fabrics
206 Main Street • Narrows, Va.

(540) 921-2042
Open 10-6 Tues. - Friday, 10-4 Saturday

PET OF THE WEEKPET OF THE WEEK

Pulaski County Animal Control, 
80 Dublin Park Rd.

Dublin, VA 24084,  540-674-8359

Pet of the Week
Is Sponsored Each 

Week By
Todd Bruce, Mgr. 
Seagle Funeral 

Home

Monday-Friday 
10AM-4PM and 10AM-12Noon on Saturday

Happy Paws is between 2 
and 3 years old, neutered 
and up to date on 
vaccines. He must be in a 
home either with no cats 
or other FIV positive cats.

T.A.’s ProduceT.A.’s Produce

T.A.’s T.A.’s 
ProduceProduce

Variety of fresh apples, 10 lb. bags Variety of fresh apples, 10 lb. bags 
fresh crop pinto beansfresh crop pinto beans, , nuts, whole nuts, whole 

country hams and country hams and 
side meat.  Fruit cakes, side meat.  Fruit cakes, 

pumpkin rolls, variety of pumpkin rolls, variety of 
old fashion candy.old fashion candy.

Daisy Kitchen bread, honey, jams Daisy Kitchen bread, honey, jams 
and canned goods.and canned goods.

Neese Sausage & BaconNeese Sausage & Bacon

Open Monday  - Saturday 9 a.m.-6 p.m.Open Monday  - Saturday 9 a.m.-6 p.m.

We appreciate your business!We appreciate your business!

540-674-4233540-674-4233
Route 11 - DublinRoute 11 - Dublin

“Generally, you would do 
a master plan, to decide what 
portions of the property you 
want developed in a certain 
way,” Burcham continued. “You 
need to decide if you need more 
of X or more of Y and then 
based on that master plan, you 
go out looking for a developer.”

The town will soon issue a 
Request for Proposals (RFP) for 
a consultant 昀椀rm to complete 
a master plan for the property. 
This will subsequently be 
presented to the council for 
their approval but this will not 
likely take place until sometime 
in 2026. 

This 155-acre property is 
one of the largest tracts of 
undeveloped land within the 
town limits and lies mostly 
within the con昀椀nes of a 
residential section of town. 
The topography of the property 
contains many dips and rises 
with its highest point reaching 
2143 in elevation near its border 
at Lee Highway. The Tax map 
ID number for this parcel is 
063- 42- 1063- 42- 1 and can be 
viewed on the Pulaski County 
Treasurer’s website.

When the master plan is 
completed and approved, Town 
o昀케cials believe developers and 
investors will be attracted to 
this centrally located property 
and this will, in turn, increase 
the town’s tax base by providing 
new residences, businesses and 
jobs to the community.

According to a statement 
provided by the Town of Pulaski, 
“The council is thrilled to have 
this opportunity to invest in the 
town’s future.”

Land
Continued From Page A1

Photo courtesy of the Town of Pulaski

The Justice property that fronts Memorial Drive. Peppers Ferry Road and Lee Highway (Route 
11). Much of the land was the subject of a rezoning battle several years ago when Walmart 
sought to have the land rezoned so it could construct a “super store.” The rezoning was denied 
by Town Council then, due primarily to concerns from town residents living near the area, 
leading Walmart to move build its super store in the county - seven miles away outside of the 
Town of Dublin where it is today.

Miss An 
Issue?

See it online at 
www.pcpatriot.com

Click on 
‘View The Paper’

And Select the 
Date.

bene昀椀cial microorganisms called 
bacterial endophytes. These 
growth-promoting bacteria live 
inside plants and help them 
grow better, tolerate stress, and 
昀椀ght diseases. Lead researcher 
B. Sajeewa Amaradasa of the 
Institute for Advanced Learning 
and Research will partner with 
Extension, industry leaders, and 
growers to study how di昀昀erent 
strawberry cultivars and bacterial 
endophytes produce better yield 
in a controlled environment 
agriculture facility. 

• V i r g i n i a - s p e c i f i c 
disease management strategies to 
protect sweet corn seedlings: Seed 
rot and seedling blight remain 
a constant threat for Virginia’s 
sweet corn producers. This 
project will identify fungicide 
seed treatments that are most 
bene昀椀cial for Virginia growers 
and determine which soilborne 
pathogens are most common in 
the state’s soils. Led by Douglas 
Higgins, assistant professor of 
plant pathology and Extension 
specialist at the Virginia Tech 
Eastern Shore Agriculture 
Research and Extension Center, 
this project will produce 
speci昀椀c disease management 
recommendations for protecting 
sweet corn seedlings in Virginia.

• Applying next-
generation biofungicides 
in controlled environment 
agriculture: Led by Kaylee 
South, assistant professor 
in the School of Plant and 
Environmental Sciences and the 
Center for Advanced Innovation 
in Agriculture, this project will 
develop and evaluate the use of 
bene昀椀cial microorganisms called 
biofungicides for the control 
of common diseases of food 
crops produced in controlled 
environment agriculture. 
Researchers will develop and 
evaluate biofungicides targeting 
grey mold in strawberry 
production and downy mildew in 
spinach production. 

• Preserving apples in 
the face of frost: Evaluating 
the e昀케cacy of cryoprotectants: 
Spring frost represents a 
signi昀椀cant economic threat to 
fruit production worldwide, with 
the annual cost of spring frost 
and freeze damage reaching 
millions of dollars. Climate 
change is projected to exacerbate 
the situation. Cryoprotectants – 
chemical compounds developed 
by agrochemical companies to 
prevent damage from freezing 
– have not yet been thoroughly 
tested in fruit crops. 

Specialty Crop Block Grant 
program funding is authorized 
annually by the 2018 Farm Bill and 
awarded through a competitive 
grant process established by 
the Virginia Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer 
Services for funding provided 
by the USDA’s Agricultural 
Marketing Service Specialty 
Crop Block Grant program. 

Virginia Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer 
Services gave priority to projects 
that assist farmers transitioning 
into specialty, high-value 
agricultural initiatives that 
address the eligible specialty 
crop; increase net farm income 
through high-value or value-
added enterprises; 昀椀nd new ways 
to market or add value to specialty 
agricultural products; and develop 
pilot and demonstration programs 
in specialty agriculture that have 
the potential for use within rural 
Virginia.

Crops
Continued From Page A7
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Holy CowHoly Cow 1801 Wysor Road 
(Rt. 100 South)

Exit 89A From I-81
Draper, VA.  24324

540-250-1775

Garden Decor & Pots,
Seasonal Gifts & Greenery, 

Home, Bird Baths, 
Houses & Feeders

Antique, Vintage & New!

Open Fridays & Saturdays 10-5; Sundays 1-5Open Fridays & Saturdays 10-5; Sundays 1-5  

Antiques, Gardens and 
Great Finds

Belle

Rustic To Re昀椀nedRustic To Re昀椀ned
For The HolidaysFor The Holidays

Waiting

Hands

Borgarelli wins both photo categories
in Radford Photo Club competition

Michele Borgarelli 昀椀nished 
the Radford Photo Club’s year 
by winning both the theme 
and the open categories in the 
December contests.

The theme category was Best 
of 2023.Borgarelli’s photo, 
“Hands,” was taken during 
a trip to India. He explains, 
“Sometimes details may tell a 
story. This woman owns a little 
vegetable street shop in the old 
city of Jodphur, India. When we 
noticed her, we stopped by and 
asked to her if we could take a 
picture. She smiled and said: 
‘You know I am famous’. This 
raised our curiosity, so we asked 
for more details. She showed us 
a local newspaper showing a 
picture of her that was published 
on the National Geographic 

magazine. I believe her hands 
tells the story of her life.”

He titled his winning photo 
in the open category “Waiting.” 
Borgarelli explains, “A woman 
is sitting outdoors at the MoMA 
(Museum of Modern Art) in 
New York. The chair placed in a 
di昀昀erent direction may suggest 
she is waiting for somebody to 
come. At the end is what we all 
do.”

Adi Ben-Senior will present 
the program on photographing 
city scenes and urban 
landscapes at the Thursday, Jan. 
18, Radford Photo Club meeting 
at 6 p.m. at the Radford Public 
Library.

The photo challenge for 
January is black and white 
outdoor photography. There is 

also an open challenge.
The Radford Photo Club is 

made up of professional and 
amateur photographers from 
throughout the New River 
Valley. Meetings, events, and 
outings are open to the public. 
If you have questions about 
the club, email Lucy Gilmore 
at lucyg.gilmore@gmail.
com or Michele Borgarelli at 
mborgarelli@gmail.com

The library address is https://
www.loc8nearme.com/virginia/
radford/radford- public-
library/8303150/

Alexander Ratcli昀昀e, property 
on Haga Drive, $137,000.

Russell William Shelburne 
to Konner Nichole-Sue Deeds, 
property at 5220 New Dublin 
Church Road, Dublin, $139,900.

Je昀昀ery Carroll Hamilton to 
Betty A. Roberton, property 
at 5910 Old Route 11, Dublin, 
$215,000.

Gabriel E. Saker to Ted W. 
Hodge, property on Prospect 
Avenue, Pulaski, $59,950.

Annamaria Ellen Laskey to 
Benzener L. Eaves, property on 
13th Street, Pulaski, $121,000.

Jerry Paul Eldridge to Regina 
Boyd Goodson, property at 
1061 Macgill Street, Pulaski, 
$147,950.

ANB Investments, LLC to 
Trenton Gordon, property at 
724 Burgis Avenue, Pulaski, 
$195,000.

Angela R. McCormick to 
Reginald W. Calhoun, Sr., 
property at 4766 Shelburne 
Road, Snowville, $507,500.

Loretta J. Surratt to Sydney 
R. Altizer, property o昀昀 Third 
Street, S.E., $7,500.

Transfers
Continued From Page A5

NRCC president 
announces retirement

New River Community 
College president Dr. Pat 
Huber has announced plans to 
retire, e昀昀ective at the end of 
December 2024. 

Huber assumed the role of 
president in July 2017 and 
upon retirement, will have 
served more than 35 years at 
NRCC. She 昀椀rst joined the 
college faculty in 1988 as a 
part-time English instructor, 
teaching night classes. Later 
roles included positions as a 
division dean and academic 
vice president. 

Accomplishments during 
her tenure, which Huber 
described as “our” rather 
than “my,” have included 
o昀昀ering high quality academic 
and workforce development 
programs, providing a 
nurturing environment for 
student growth and success, 
growing the ACCE program 
and strengthening fundraising, 

Dr. Pat Huber

enjoying strong partnerships 
throughout the New River 
Valley and beyond, upgrading 
program equipment and 
facilities, and, most recently, 
seeing a rebound in enrollment.

Plans for selection of Huber’s 
successor will be announced at 
a later date.

Girl Scout Cookie 
season kicks o昀昀

Roanoke, VA— Tuesday, 
Virginia Skyline Council 
kicked o昀昀 the 2024 Girl Scout 
Cookie season in southwest 
and central Virginia, the 
annual event in which Girl 
Scouts unbox their futures as 
young female entrepreneurs 
through the world’s largest 
entrepreneurial program for 
girls.

During this highly-
anticipated time of the year, 
girls 昀氀ex their entrepreneurial 
muscles and acquire 
important life skills like 
money management, team 
building, public speaking and 
decision making. All proceeds 
from cookie sales stay with 
local councils and troops to 
power Girl Scouts’ amazing 
experiences year-round.

This year’s theme, Unbox 
the Future, aims to remove 
social barriers that often 
keep girls boxed in. When 
bold, goal-getting Girl Scouts 
sell a package of cookies, 
they’re doing much more than 
what’s seen at face value. 
Girl Scouts do more than 
sell delicious treats—they’re 
entrepreneurial powerhouses 
creating a more equitable 
future for themselves and the 
world. Every box of cookies 
sold provides invaluable 
experiences for Girl Scouts 
such as service projects, troop 
travel and summer camp.

This season, cookie lovers 
can enjoy the full assortment of 
Girl Scout Cookies, including 
fan favorites such as Thin 
Mints, Samoas, Tagalongs, 
Do-si-dos, and more. Also 
cookie supporters can enjoy 
newer 昀氀avors such as S’mores, 
Lemon-Ups, and To昀昀ee-tastic 
(our gluten-free cookie).

Nationally nearly 700k 
girls participate in the Girl 
Scout Cookie Program, and 
here at home in Virginia 
Skyline Council, 200+ troops 
participate with close to 2,000 
Girl Scouts. The Girl Scout 
Cookie Program provides vital 
girl-led entrepreneurial skills 
that build courage, con昀椀dence, 
and character. As a result, 
girls obtain limitless barrier-
breaking futures outside the 
box with transferable life 
skills. Girl Scouts can earn a 
variety of badges and awards 
to develop valuable business 
skills including Cookie 
Business badges, Financial 
Literacy badges, Cookie 
Entrepreneur Family pins and 
Entrepreneur badges.

How to Purchase Girl Scout 
Cookies This Season

Girl Scout Cookie season 
runs until March 18 in the 
Virginia Skyline Council 

region. Fans of Girl Scout 
Cookies can support Girl 
Scouting by purchasing 
cookies for $6.00 a box in a 
few di昀昀erent ways:

• If you know a registered 
Girl Scout, reach out to her to 
purchase cookies.

• If you don’t know a Girl 
Scout, visit www.gsvsc.org/
cookies to use the o昀케cial Girl 
Scout Cookie Finder to 昀椀nd 
cookie booths in your area. 
Can’t 昀椀nd a local booth? Then 
contact us at info@gsvsc.org 
and we’ll 昀椀nd a local troop 
to 昀椀x that cookie craving you 
have!

• Beginning February 16, 
enter your zip code into the 
Girl Scout Cookie Finder 
at www.girlscoutcookies.
org to purchase from a local 
Girl Scout troop online for 
shipment to your door or 
to donate cookies to 昀椀rst 
responders and local causes.

• You can also text COOKIES 
to 59618 to stay informed 
about how to purchase Girl 
Scout Cookies now and in the 
future.

 
Girl Scouts in grades K–12 

can start their journey to 
fun, friendship, and new 
experiences by joining the 
world’s largest entrepreneurial 
organization for girls at any 
point in the year. Right now, 
girls can join for FREE:  www.
gsvsc.org/join 
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NRCC to host free bluegrass concert Saturday
From NRCC

The music of Jaelyn Taylor 
& 21 South and New Ballard’s 
Branch Bogtrotters will be 
featured during New River 
Community College’s Concert 
Series event on Sat., Jan. 13. 
Music will begin at 6 p.m. in 
117 Edwards Hall at NRCC in 
Dublin.

Jaelyn Taylor and 21 South are 
a high energy bluegrass band 
from the heart of Appalachia 
in Southwest Virginia. The 
band’s lead vocalist is 15-year-
old Jaelyn Taylor, and she is 
accompanied by her bandmates 
and family members N.R. 
Taylor and Zac Taylor. They can 
be found performing a variety 
of original songs as well as 
bluegrass and country favorites.

The New Ballards Branch 
Bogtrotters have been playing 
old time mountain music in the 
Galax area since 1986. Dennis 
Hall is the founder of the band 
and continues to serve as band 
leader. The band was named for 
the small stream in Galax where 
Hall grew up and still resides, 
as well as in honor of Uncle 
Eck Dunford, a member of the 
original Bogtrotters band from 
the 1920s. The current group 
includes Hall on guitar, Eddie 
Bond on 昀椀ddle and vocals, 
Bonnie Bond on bass and vocals, 
Josh Ellis on banjo and vocals, 
and Caroline Noel Beverley on 
mandolin and vocals. The band 
has played at festivals across 
the U.S. and participated in 
the Friends of American Old 
Time Music and Dance Festival 
in Gainsborough, England. 
Several of the band members 
have played internationally in 

New Ballard’s Branch Bogtrotters

Jaelyn Taylor & 21 South

Scotland, England, Ireland and 
Australia. Since 1986, the band 
has placed 昀椀rst at the Galax Old 
Fiddlers Convention a total of 
10 times.

Corporate sponsors of the 
music events include Anderson 
Audiology, Dublin; August 
Jewelers & Boutique, Inc., 
Radford; CCCKY, LLC – 
Fazoli’s, Dublin; Deanie Hall 
– State Farm Agent, Dublin; 
Estes Auto & Truck Parts Inc., 
Pilot; First Community Bank, 
Pulaski; Gregory Seeding and 
Landscaping Company, Pulaski; 
King Tire Service, Pulaski; 
Lee’s Body Shop, Pearisburg; 
Martin’s Pharmacy, Pulaski; 

Pepsi Cola Bottling Co., Dublin; 
Pulaski Patriot, Pulaski; 
SERVPRO, Montgomery & 
Pulaski Counties; and Southern 
Furniture Warehouse, Radford.

The doors open at 5 p.m. for 
the show. Admission is free; 
however, donations will be 
accepted to help o昀昀set travel 
expenses for the musicians. The 
music events are typically held 
the second Saturday of each 
month through April at NRCC, 
a Crooked Road a昀케liated venue.

For more information about 
the NRCC Concert Series, 
please contact Tim Jones at 
(540) 674-3625 or visit www.
nr.edu/concerts.  

Garcia on Troy’s Chancellor’s list
TROY, AL -- Noberto Garcia of Pulaski, VA has been named to the 

Chancellor’s List at Troy University for the Fall Semester/Term 2 of 
the 2023-2024 academic year.

The Chancellor’s List honors full-time undergraduate students who 
are registered for at least 12 semester hours and who earn a grade point 
average of 4.0.

Troy University is a public, historic, international university with 
22,500 students and 154,000 alumni. Students choose Troy for its 
quality academic programs, reasonable costs and availability of 
昀椀nancial aid, outstanding faculty, and 昀氀exible in-class and online class 
o昀昀erings. 

Local students make E&H dean’s list
EMORY, VA -- Emory & 

Henry College congratulates 
students named to the fall 
2023 Dean’s List. 

To be named to the Dean’s 
List, a student must be a full-
time student and earn a 3.6 
GPA for the semester.

Local students named are:
Evan Alger of Pulaski, VA
Mary Graham of Radford, 

VA
Sophie Graham of Radford, 

VA
Molly Keller of Fairlawn, 

VA
About Emory & Henry 

College:
Located in the Highlands 

of Virginia, Emory & Henry 
o昀昀ers a community 昀椀lled with 
engaged students who choose 
to contribute to society and 
make a di昀昀erence. 

Consistently ranked among 
the nation’s best private 
liberal arts institutions, 
Emory & Henry has more 
than 80 academic majors 
and tracks, including the 
new Schools of Nursing and 
Business, and an average class 
size of 15 students making 
individualized education 

a priority. Students are 
connected to the world of work 
through our distinctive van 
Vlissingen Center for Career 
and Professional Development 
and Student Success Centers. 

Through integrated liberal 
arts learning and hands-on 
experiences all students are 
supported to connect their 
classroom experiences and 
projects with domestic or 
global travel, internships and 
civic engagement. 

Visit ehc.edu for more 
information.



SPORTS

Semper FiSemper Fi

Seamless Gutter,Seamless Gutter,
Painting & Staining Painting & Staining 

ContractorContractor

Decks • Porches • Flooring • Pressure WashingDecks • Porches • Flooring • Pressure Washing

Randal MorrisRandal Morris
USMC VetUSMC Vet
Owner OperatorOwner Operator
Licensed & InsuredLicensed & Insured
540-250-2288540-250-2288

semper昀椀paintingstaining@gmail.comsemper昀椀paintingstaining@gmail.com

Over 40 Years Experience • Free Estimates

Stuart’s Body Shop
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Saban retires after seven national titles
By JOHN ZENOR 
AP Sports Writer

Nick Saban’s coaching 
reign has come to an end. 
His dominance over college 
football, however, will forever 
linger in lore.

Saban, who won seven 
national championships — 
more than any major college 
football coach — and turned 

Alabama back into a national 
powerhouse that shattered an 
Associated Press poll record 
for most consecutive seasons at 
No. 1, announced his retirement 
Wednesday.

“The University of Alabama 
has been a very special place to 
Terry and me,” Saban said in a 
statement. “It is not just about 
how many games we won and 
lost, but it’s about the legacy 

and how we went about it. We 
always tried to do it the right 
way.”

Saban, 72, restored a Crimson 
Tide program once ruled by 
Paul “Bear” Bryant to the top 
of college football after taking 
over in 2007. As he stacked his 
wins, Saban’s celebrity status 
reached royalty levels in the 
state of Alabama.

For a time, he was the sport’s 

overlord and there was little that 
could be done to stop him.

Saban won six of his titles 
during his 17 seasons at 
Alabama. He won his 昀椀rst with 
LSU in 2003. His Tide teams 
were ranked No. 1 in the AP 
poll in a remarkable 15 straight 
seasons, breaking the old record 
of seven held by Miami.

Saban’s wife, Terry, posted 
about their “incredible run” at 

Alabama on the Facebook page 
for Nick’s Kids Foundation.

“We hope that the Saban 
legacy will be about helping 
others and making a positive 
di昀昀erence in people’s lives as 
well as the winning tradition on 
the 昀椀eld,” Terry Saban wrote.

Saban’s tutelage helped 
launch the head coaching careers 

See SABAN, page B4

Hannah Keefer returns to action after a foot injury kept her sidelined for the 昀椀rst part of the season.  
Keefer had 16 points to lead the Cougars in scoring against Christiansburg. Pulaski County beat the 
Blue Demon girls, 60-53. (Brian Bishop/Patriot Publishing)

She’s She’s 
Back!Back!

Cougars keep 
it close, but 
fall to Titans
By RODNEY YOUNG
Patriot Publishing

ROANOKE – Pulaski County 
battled, but once again couldn’t 
昀椀nish at the end of the game.  

Down just 55-52 with 2:10 
remaining, and having fought 
back from being 10 down, 
the Cougars made too many 
mistakes and missed too many 
shots. 

Hidden Valley pulled away 
in the last two minutes and 
defeated the Cougars, 64-55. 

The Titans placed four 
players in double 昀椀gures. 
Steele Torrance led them with 
16. Braxton Nichols and Wyatt 
Clarke both had 13 points 
apiece, and Brady Bartlett 
chipped in with 10.

The Cougars (4-9, 0-4) got 
18 points from Lane Nester 
and fellow senior Marcus Reed 
昀椀nished with 11. Jalere Harlow 
had nine points and Tootie 
O’Dell knocked down eight 
points. O’Dell helped bring 
the Cougars back in the 昀椀nal 
quarter, hitting two big threes. 
Harlow scored four points and 
Nester knocked down six in the 
昀椀nal quarter.

“We didn’t make shots,” said 
Cougar head coach Anthony 
Akers. “We have to improve 
our shooting, that’s for sure. 
We missed some wide open 
shots and had good looks at the 
basket.”

The Cougars saw the Titans 
jump out to 7-0 start. They 
would cut their de昀椀cit to four, 
13-9 at the end of the quarter. 
They would then outscore the 
Titans in the second period and 
would only be down 30-27 at 
intermission. 

Pulaski County would 昀椀nd 

themselves down 55-45 with 
4:05 to go in the game, but would 
go on a 7-0 run to get back into 
the game. A couple turnovers 
and three missed shots would 
do them in over the last couple 
minutes.

     The Cougar junior varsity 
won their fourth in a row to 
improve their record to 10-4 on 
the season. They beat the young 
Titans, 58-48. Silas Sweet had 
a game-high 21 points for the 
Cougars. Parker Price had 11 
points and seven rebounds. 
Kaleb Sartin chipped in with six 
points. The Titans got 19 points 
from Chase Gattison and 11 
from Evan Cobb.

Pulaski Co.  9 18   12 16 - 55
Hidden Valley 13 17 14 20 - 64

Scoring - Pulaski Co. - Nester 
18, Reed 11, Harlow 9, O’Dell 8, 
Anderson 6, Hollins 3, Hidden 
Valley - Bartlett 10, Torrence 16, 
Clarke 13. Nichols 13, Cooper 
5,W. Womeldorf 5,Bass 2, 

3 Pt. Goals - Pulaski Co. - 4 
(O’Dell 2, Harlow, Nester), HV 
- 8      (Nichols 3, Torrence 2, 
Bartlett, Clarke , W. Womeldorf)

Total FG’s - Pulaski Co. - 23, 
HV - 23

FT’s - Pulaski Co. - 5 -11, HV 
- 10-15

Total Fouls - Pulaski Co. - 14, 
HV - 15

Fouled Out- None

Technicals - None

Rivera 
昀椀red 
in D.C.

ASHBURN, Va. (AP) — The 
Washington Commanders 昀椀red 
coach Ron Rivera on Monday, 
the 昀椀rst move of many expected 
by new owners as they put their 
stamp on the NFL franchise 
they bought last year.

The decision came a day 
after the Commanders’ season-
ending 38-10 home loss to 
division-rival Dallas.

“As we look ahead, we 
recognize the results this season 
were not good enough and a 
strategic shift in leadership 
and approach is necessary,” 
controlling owner Josh Harris 
said in a statement.

Harris said he has asked co-
owners Mitch Rales, Magic 
Johnson and David Blitzer as 
well as former NBA executive 
Bob Myers and ex-Minnesota 
Vikings GM Rick Spielman to 
work with him in the searches 
for a head of football personnel 
and coach. After Dan Snyder 
hired Rivera four years ago to 
do both jobs, ownership is now 
splitting those responsibilities.

See RIVERA, page B4
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CLASSIFIEDS

List Your Real Estate For Sale With Me
• 51 Years of Experience. 

• Principle Broker at McCraw Real Estate 
in Radford. 

• Top Producer. 
• Knows Real Estate Values. 

• State Licensed Auctioneer for 37 Years.  
 • Thousand of Homes Sold. 

I can sell your Home, Farm or 
Land for you! 

REALTOR and Member of New River Val-
ley Multiple Listing Service. I o昀昀er the Best 
Real Estate Service you can 昀椀nd.  Call me! 
Terry McCraw today at (540) 320-5200.

35+ Years
Of Friendly
Professional

Service
(540) 980-1117

Corner of 5th Street & Washington Ave., Pulaski

Wayne McGlothlin, Broker   540-616-4587  
Pat Farmer 540-320-4698      

SERVICING THE ENTIRE NEW RIVER VALLEY & CLAYTOR LAKE
RESIDENTIAL. COMMERCIAL. PROPERTY MANAGEMENT.

THINKING OF A CAREER CHANGE? COME WORK WITH THE HOMETOWN TEAM

hometownpulaski@gmail.com

Home Town 
Realty

CALLCALL

540-838-1915540-838-1915
ISA Certi昀椀ed ArboristISA Certi昀椀ed Arborist

The Right Way, The Right Way, 
Right Away!Right Away!

Water Heaters 
Dish Washers • Faucets
Toilets • Drain Cleaning

Repair & Replace 
Water & Sewer Lines 

Pulaski Drain Service 
and Plumbing Repairs

Call 540-998-1223
Experienced, Licensed & Insured

Reasonable 
Prices

No Job 
Too Small

Remembering 
My Brother, 
David Allen

LEGAL 
NOTICE

LOCAL 
ADS

STATEWIDE 
CLASSIFIEDS

REAL ESTATE

TWO CEMETERY PLOTS 
FOR SALE: Highland Memory 
Gardens, Dublin, VA - Good 
Shepherd Section, Lot 15, Block 
12, Two Side By Side Spaces 
3&4 For $2,000 (Current Cost 
At HMB Is $5,190) - Call Or 
Text 540-320-2843.

Public Auction for Delinquent 
Payment of Self Storage at 

Dublin and Rt 11 Storage Co.

Unit #s  85, 118, 136, & 152 @ 
711 E Broad St, Dublin Storage 
Company
Unit #s  22. 39. 40, 45, 46, 47, 
50, 77, 90, 123, 140 @ 5615 Old 
Rt 11, Rt 11 Storage Co

Auction will start at 10am Sat., 
Jan. 27th, beginning at 5615 Old 
Rt 11, Dublin, Va.

Pmt terms: Cash only

FOR SALE:  
MISCELLANEOUS

For Sale: Two oak bar chairs 
and other furniture. Boxes of 
hard-backed books, 50 cents 
each. Several pieces of Princess 
House Crystal.  Call 540-230-
5386.
Pear shaped diamond ring, 14K 
yellow gold, size 7, price reduced 
to $475. Includes information 
card with details about the ring. 
Call 540-980-5361.

For Sale: Crochet yarn, 
furniture, blankets and bed 
comforters.  Call 540-230-5386.

For Sale: 2004 Ford F150 Super 
Cab. 4 x 2. Good condition. 
149,000 miles. New inspection. 
Asking $6,200. Call 540-674-
8246.

For Sale: Oak Curio Cabinet 
with mirror. $200. Call 540-
674-8246.

For Sale: Hay for sale. 4 x 4 rolls. 
Pulaski. Call 540-267-5119.

WANTED

Wanted: Cleaning service or 
housekeeper. Good pay. Call 
and leave message. 540-577-
3587.

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide and in other 
states. A昀昀ordable Print and 
Digital Solutions reaching your 
target audiences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Prepare for power outages 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 7-Year 
warranty with qualifying 
purchase. Call 1-844-947-1479 
today to schedule a free quote. 
It’s not just a generator. It’s a 
power move.

Replace your roof with the best 
looking and longest lasting 
material steel from Erie Metal 
Roofs! Three styles and multiple 
colors available. Guaranteed to 
last a lifetime! Limited Time 
O昀昀er up to 50% o昀昀 installation 
+ Additional 10% o昀昀 install 
(for military, health workers & 

1st responders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-844-902-4611

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 20% 
o昀昀 Entire Purchase. Plus 10% 

Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-877-614-6667

The bathroom of your dreams in 
as little as 1 day. Limited Time 
O昀昀er - $1000 o昀昀 or No Payments 
and No Interest for 18 months 
for customers who qualify. BCI 
Bath & Shower. Many options 
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LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

Statewide 
Classi昀椀eds

LOCAL JOB

LOCAL JOB

LOCAL JOB

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
Commonwealth of Virginia 
VA. CODE § 8.01-316
Case No. JJ004798-02-00
Radford Juvenile & Domestic Relations District Court
Juvenile Division

Commonwealth of Virginia, in re ASHWORTH, AUBREY 
NICOLE

The object of this suit is to: APPROVE A PERMANENT 
ENTRUSTMENT AND TO TERMINATE THE RESIDUAL 
PARENTAL RIGHTS OF THE UNKNOWN FATHER OF 
AUBREY NICOLE ASHWORTH (A CHILD BORN OCT. 24, 
2023, CONCEIVED AROUND JAN. 24, 2023 AND WHOSE 
MOTHER IS DANIELLE NICOLE ASHWORTH.

It is ORDERED that the defendant appear at the above-named court 
and protect his/her interests on or before FEBRUARY 13, 2024 AT 
8:30 A.M.

DECEMBER 14, 2023                                                    RUBY STUMP,
Clerk

 Public Hearing
Town of Pulaski
Town Council

Pulaski Town Council will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, 
January 16, 2023, at 7 p.m. in Council Chambers at 42 First St. NW 
to discuss the following: 

• Amending section 11.2 of Town of Pulaski Zoning 
Ordinances, amending the de昀椀nition of “Medical 
O昀케ce(s)” from “…substance abuse disorder services” to 
“…substance abuse disorder clinics.” 

• Amending section 11.2 of Town of Pulaski Zoning 
Ordinances to include the following de昀椀nition: “Substance 
Abuse Disorder Clinic(s)-- An outpatient establishment 
where patients receive diagnosis, assessments, treatments, 
and follow-up care for suspected cases of substance use 
or abuse disorders, which dispense and/or administer 
controlled substances on the clinic premises that are not 
available to non-patients.”   

All persons desiring to speak should appear at the stated time and 
place or submit comments in writing to the Town Planner, Summer 
Bork by Jan. 15, 2023. 

For disabled individuals who may require special auxiliary aids or 
services, the Town will make reasonable accommodations upon 
request. Please contact the Clerk of Council (540) 994-8602 before 
the above meeting date to arrange these accommodations. For 
individuals with visual or hearing impairment, contact Virginia 
Relay at 711 for assistance reaching the town. 

The Pulaski County Board of Supervisors will host a public hearing 
to consider this application for the Month of January. In accordance 
with the Code of Virginia, the Board of Supervisors will host a 
public hearing on this petition at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 22, 
2024 in the Board Room of the County Administration Building, 
143 Third Street, NW, in the Town of Pulaski to consider comments 
regarding the following applications;

1. Rezone Application submitted by Jim Hager, rezone of 
Tax Map 056-001-0000-059A, from Industrial (I) to 
Conservation (C) located Shaedawn Park. Draper District 

2. Rezone Application submitted by Melinda Travis, rezone 
of Tax Map 065-001-0000-0118, from Medium Density 
Residential (MR) to Agriculture (A) located at 4619 Wish 
Lane Dublin, VA, 24084. Draper District 

3. Special Use Permit Application submitted by The Towers 
LLC d/ba Cellco Partnership d/ba/ Verizon Wireless 
on behalf of Stephen Hedge located at Tax Map # 066-
014-0000-0013 TBD Deertrot Lane Dublin, VA 24084. 
Ingles District. 

4. UDO Amendment- Pulaski County Solar Ordinance

Comments may be presented at the meeting and by phone or in 
writing prior to the meeting.  Information regarding these items 
are available for public inspection from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., 
Monday through Friday, at the Department of Planning & Zoning, 
County Administration Building, 143 Third Street, NW, Suite 1 in 
the Town of Pulaski or by phoning (540) 980-7710.

For disabled individuals who may require special auxiliary aids 
or services, please contact the County’s ADA Compliance O昀케cer 
at (540) 980-7800 (TDD accessible) or (540) 980-7705, ten (10) 
days prior to the above meeting date to arrange for these special 
accommodations.

Public Notice
Pulaski County

Board of Supervisors

The Pulaski County Library is now accepting applications for a part-
time Library Assistant Clerk. Primary duties include: performing 
paraprofessional duties of a routine nature in library public services 
work, assisting the public; maintaining library materials; and 
assisting the public with library computers and reference needs. 
Please refer to www.pulaskicounty.org for a detailed job description.
This is a part-time position of approximately 15 hours per week. 
Some evening and Saturday work may be required. The starting 
wage is $13.00 per hour.

Interested individuals may apply at the appropriate Virginia 
Employment Commission O昀케ce or may download an application 
from www.pulaskicounty.org and submit it to hr@pulaskicounty.
org.

Position is open until 昀椀lled.

Equal Opportunity Employer

Pulaski County
Library

Assistant Clerk

Pulaski County is seeking a quali昀椀ed Construction Inspector 
that will be required to perform on-site inspections of various 
contracted construction projects for Pulaski County and the PSA. 
Inspections will include storage tanks, water pump stations, 
gravity sewer lines, sewer lift station installation and construction, 
mechanical, electrical and plumbing equipment maintenance/
installation on public buildings and facilities as well as pedestrian 
trail and roadway construction.

Any combination of education and experience including HVAC, 
Electrical and plumbing certi昀椀cations are preferred as well as VDOT 
Materials Certi昀椀cations for Asphalt Field Level 1 and 2, slurry 
surfacing, surface treatment, soils and aggregates compaction, 
pavement marking, concrete 昀椀eld and work zone safety.

Applicant must possess a valid Virginia Driver’s License and 
undergo a drug, alcohol and background check. The salary scale 
for this positon is $35,323 – 55,942 and is commensurate based on 
education and experience. This is a full time positon and includes 
full bene昀椀ts such as health, dental, optional vision, retirement, 
vacation and sick leave and paid holidays.

Interested individuals can apply at the appropriate Virginia 
Employment Commission or may download and submit an 
application from www.pulaskicounty.org to Tammy Nichols, 
Human Resources Director at tnichols@pulaskicounty.org. A full 
job description is also available on the website.

Position is open until 昀椀lled.

Equal Opportunity Employer

Pulaski County
Construction

Inspector

The New River Valley Farm Service Agency (FSA) is pleased 
to announce a Program Technician position opening located in 
Christiansburg, Virginia. 

Program Technicians (PTs) perform essential administrative 
duties to explain and interpret FSA program policies and 
procedures, so area farmers can participate in bene昀椀cial 
programs to support their operations. PTs utilize various web-
based software and GIS systems to gather producer data and 
must show high degree of initiative and judgement in planning 
and carrying out tasks to resolve challenges. 

Position speci昀椀cs, requirements and application are posted at 
USAJOBS.GOV. The position closes on 1/22/2024. 

Feel free to contact the New River Valley Farm Service Agency 
at 540-585-3651 or derek.pruitt@usda.gov. 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Program Technician

available. Quality materials & 
professional installation. Senior 
& Military Discounts Available. 
Call Today! 1-844-945-1631

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 O昀昀 
for a limited time! Call today! 
Financing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-877-591-9950

PETS

Use the patented FleaBeacon® 
to control 昀氀eas in the home 
without toxic chemicals or 
costly exterminators. Results 
overnight. Results overnight.  
At Northwest Ace Hardware & 
Southern States stores.  (www.
happyjackinc.com)

SERVICES

D I VO RC E - U n c o n t e s t e d , 
$475+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$295.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-one 
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney 
(Facebook). 757-490-0126. Se 
Habla Espanol. BBB Member. 
https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.
com. 

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free information 
kit! Call 888-608-4974

FREE high speed internet for 
those that qualify. Government 
program for recipients of select 
programs incl. Medicaid, SNAP, 
Housing Assistance, WIC, 
Veterans Pension, Survivor 
Bene昀椀ts, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB 
internet service. Bonus o昀昀er: 
Android tablet FREE with one-
time $20 copay. Free shipping & 
handling. Call Maxsip Telecom 
today! 1-855-970-1995

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Information 
Kit with all the details! 1-888-
550-3083 www.dental50plus.
com/virginia #6258

Patriots part with Belichick
FOXBOROUGH, Mass. (AP) 

— Six-time NFL champion 
Bill Belichick agreed to part 
ways as the coach of the New 
England Patriots on Thursday, 
bringing an end to his 24-year 
tenure as the architect of the 
most decorated dynasty of 
the league’s Super Bowl era, a 
person with knowledge of the 
situation told The Associated 
Press on the condition of 
anonymity because it has not yet 
been announced.

ESPN 昀椀rst reported the 
decision. A news conference is 
planned for later in the day in 
which team owner Robert Kraft 
and Belichick will address the 
decision.

Belichick, 71, became just the 
third coach in NFL history to 
reach 300 career regular-season 
wins earlier this season, joining 
Hall of Famers Don Shula and 
George Halas. With 333 wins 
including the playo昀昀s, Belichick 
trails only Shula (347 wins) for 
the record for victories by a 
coach.

But the Patriots ended this 
season 4-13, Belichick’s worst 
record in 29 seasons as an NFL 
head coach. It supplanted the 
5-11 mark he managed in his 
last year in Cleveland in 1995 
and again in his 昀椀rst year in 
New England in 2000. Including 
the playo昀昀s, he ends his Patriots 
tenure with a 333-178 overall 
record.

With his cuto昀昀 hoodies and 
ever-present scowl, Belichick 
teamed with quarterback Tom 
Brady to lead the Patriots to 
six Super Bowl victories, nine 
AFC titles and 17 division 
championships in 19 years. 
During a less successful — but 
also tumultuous — stint with 
the original Cleveland Browns, 
Belichick earned 37 of his 
career victories.

It’s not immediately clear 
who Kraft will tap to replace the 
future Hall of Famer.

Patriots linebackers coach 
Jerod Mayo won a Super Bowl 
ring playing under Belichick 

and has interviewed for multiple 
head coaching vacancies since 
becoming a New England 
assistant in 2019. Mayo turned 
down a few interviews last 
o昀昀season before signing a 
contract extension to remain 
with the Patriots.

Mike Vrabel, who was 
昀椀red earlier this week by the 
Tennessee Titans and won three 
Super Bowls with the Patriots, is 

also expected to be a candidate 
for the head coaching job.

Belichick had been grooming 
o昀昀ensive coordinator Josh 
McDaniels to replace him 
before McDaniels left following 
the 2021 season to become the 
coach of the Raiders. He has 
since been 昀椀red by Las Vegas. 
Belichick’s two sons, Steve and 
Brian, are also on the coaching 
sta昀昀.
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Video/Load Lot Sale 2nd Thursday of every month at 1 p.m. and
Small Animal Sale 2nd Saturday of every month at 12 noon.

FORT CHISWELLFORT CHISWELL
SEW & VACSEW & VAC

Specializing In Sewing Machine and 

Vacuum Cleaner Sales & Service

We Are Now AWe Are Now A  JANOMEJANOME  
SEWING MACHINE OUTLET CENTERSEWING MACHINE OUTLET CENTER!!

787 Fort Chiswell Road, Max Meadows, Va. 24360 
(Across From Fort Chiswell High School)

276-637-3139
Open Tues.-Fri. 10-5 and Sat. 10-1

Over 
50 Years

Experience

We Have Riccar, Miele, Simplicity Vaccums and More
Household and Commercial

Vacuum Cleaner or Sewing Machine

Just Not Working Correctly?

Bring It To Us ... We Specialize In Repairs!

61 YEARS OF SERVING
PULASKI COUNTY

Always A Good Haircut,
Sometimes A Good Story!

Star Barber Shop
123 West Main Street, Pulaski, VA 24301

Sam Corder, Barber

Dealing with that old 
demon recoil

Not long ago I promised 
readers wanting something on 
昀椀rearms a column, so here you 
go.

Without a doubt the greatest 
foe of our shooting enjoyment 
is the old demon recoil. Recoil 
and the resulting “kick” is the 
root of all evil in our shooting 
habits, whether we 昀氀inch, jerk 
triggers, or stop our gun swing 
as we try to compensate for 
getting hammered when the gun 
goes boom. Recoil is the greatest 
obstacle of novice and 昀椀rst time 
shooters even getting introduced 
to the sport. Ask any new shooter 
as they line up to try the shotgun, 
the thing they are most worried 
about is getting kicked.

Back in the alleged good old 
days it was common practice to 
hand a kid an ill-昀椀tting shotgun 
and laugh when it kicked him 
like an army mule. I would like 
to say this practice has gone 
by the wayside but I still hear 
about it and see it on various 
embarrassing videos. There are 
legions of shooters who will 
carry bad habits to the grave, 
most of which are associated 
with recoil. The point is, shooting 
a shotgun should be fun and that 
means we need to do all we can 
to control recoil.

There are basically three ways 
to reduce recoil in a shotgun. 
(These methods will in general, 
work for reducing recoil in ri昀氀es 
as well) First is simply increase 
the weight of the gun. A heavier 
shotgun absorbs more of the 
recoil than a light one. This is 
why 昀椀eld guns used for hunting 
are often lighter than competition 
shotguns for trap or sporting 
clays, you will carry the 昀椀eld gun 
more than you will shoot it, just 
the opposite for a competition 
gun. 

Next you can shoot lighter 
loads with less velocity. 
Reducing the amount of powder 
and lead in the shell will help 
greatly with recoil. (Newton’s 
Third Law of Motion, opposite 
and equal reactions, remember?) 
Last you can insert some form 
of compensation between the 
gun and your shoulder. A recoil 
pad, a compressible device in the 
stock, or a gas operated action 
in the shotgun which disperses 
some of the gases expelled from 
the 昀椀red shell and lessens recoil. 

Gas operated actions on 
shotguns can take several forms, 
but all of them use some type of 
piston which by the pressure of 
the 昀椀red round moves the action 
of the weapon. In this way the 
action is opened, the bolt moves 
back, the empty is extracted 
and the new round placed in the 
chamber. Boom, Boom, Boom.

1963 was de昀椀nitely the 
watershed year for gas operated 
shotguns as Remington 
introduced the Model 1100. The 
1100 followed the Remington 
Model 58 and 858 and replaced 
them as it became the 昀椀rst 
successful (and reliable) auto 
loading gas driven shotgun. Soon 
after coming onto the scene the 
1100 became the darling of trap 
shooters, skeet shooters, and 

hunters as well.   
Much of what made the 1100 

so successful was its gas driven 
action took some of the sting 
out of shooting and it could run 
di昀昀erent kinds of ammo such 
as 2 ¾ and 3” in the Magnum 
models. (A foreshadowing of 
the appearance of the VersaMax 
years later)   

The 1100 bleeds o昀昀 some of 
the gasses from the 昀椀red shell 
and uses part of them to work 
the action as any auto loader gas 
gun does. The real genius in the 
1100 action is that it is basically 
a gas powered 870 pump gun. 
The ports which bleed o昀昀 excess 
gas are found near the front of 
the forearm. The gas from the 
昀椀red round used to work the 
action move the action sleeve 
which connects to the bolt carrier 
and ejects the empty casing. A 
new shell is released from the 
magazine, this trips the carrier 
release, and the action spring in 
the stock pushes the bolt forward, 
the bolt grabs the new round and 
pushes it into the chamber.

No doubt you have heard more 
about a gun inventor from Utah 
named John Moses Browning 
than you have about Danish 
gun maker Christer Sjörgren. In 
1903, both unveiled what would 
become iconic recoil operated 
shotgun actions. Browning 
gave us the Automatic 5 with 
what became known as the 
long recoil system. Sjörgren’s 
shotgun harnessed the force 
of inertia and used it to move 
the bolt backwards as it pushed 
against a spring. This motion 
ejects the 昀椀red shell and loads a 
fresh round as the bolt returns to 
battery. 

The Inertia gun was born but 
the idea lay largely dormant 
until it was resurrected by 
Benelli in the late 1960’s. Benelli 
embraced the Inertia system 
and incorporated it in its line of 
semi auto shotguns, including 
its iconic Super Black Eagle. 
It should come as no surprise 
that other companies owned by 
Beretta, Franchi and Stoeger also 
o昀昀er Inertia shotguns.  

So here is the deal on Inertia 
shotguns. Most have less moving 
parts than the gas operated 
guns, there are no pistons and 
chambers to capture and route 
the expelled gases, and with 
less parts these guns are almost 
always lighter. The Inertia gun 
uses the force of the gas to move 
the action of the gun rearward; it 
doesn’t vent any of it o昀昀 to lessen 
recoil. Inertia guns are generally 
considered less 昀椀nicky, easier 
to clean, and will operate under 
severe conditions. The down 
side is they are also known to 
kick harder than gas operated 
shotguns. So how do we handle 

Felt recoil on a shotgun can be relative.

See RECOIL, page B5

of Georgia’s Kirby Smart, Texas’ 
Steve Sarkisian and Mississippi’s 
Lane Ki昀케n, among others.

He 昀椀nished just shy of the 
top in his 昀椀nal season, leading 
the Tide from a shaky start 
to a Southeastern Conference 
championship and back into the 
College Football Playo昀昀 before 
falling in overtime to Michigan 
in a semi昀椀nal game at the Rose 
Bowl.

Alabama athletic director Greg 
Byrne called him “one of the 
greatest coaches of all time, in 
any sport.”

Saban led the Tide to nine SEC 
championships and won his 昀椀rst 
national title at Alabama with a 
14-0 season in 2009. Titles came 
again in 2011, 2012, 2015, 2017 
and 2020. He also won the SEC 
with LSU in 2001 and 2003.

After a 7-6 debut in 2007, 
Saban won at least 10 games in 
his 昀椀nal 16 seasons.

It wasn’t until the rise of Dabo 
Swinney’s Clemson teams in 
the late 2010s and later Smart’s 
Georgia Bulldogs that any school 
could be considered a consistent 
threat to the Tide.

Saban has stepped away as 
the fabric of college football 
undergoes dramatic change. 
Colorado’s Deion Sanders, 
a coach who has sought to 
capitalize on the intervention of 
players pro昀椀ting 昀椀nancially from 
their play on the 昀椀eld, said on 
social media “College Football 
just lost the GOAT.”

“WOW! I knew it would 
happen 1 day soon but not this 
soon,” he wrote. “The game has 
change so much that it chased 
the GOAT away. College football 
let’s hold up our mirrors and say 
HONESTLY what u see.”

Terry Saban addressed the 
changes to college football in her 
post, referencing her husband’s 
famed “process.”

“The rules for the game of 
football may change, but the 
‘process’ will never go out of 
style: hard work, discipline, the 
relentless pursuit of a worthy 
goal, not cutting corners, and 
doing things the right way for 
the sake of constant personal 
improvement, not for the 
scoreboard,” she wrote.

Saban made a two-year foray 
into the NFL with the Miami 
Dolphins before returning to 
college to revive one of the 
nation’s most storied programs, 
which hadn’t won a national 
title in 15 years. Saban is 297-
71-1 as a college head coach, 
with stops at Toledo, Michigan 

Saban
Continued From Page B1

Rivera
Continued From Page B1

Myers served as president of 
basketball operations and GM of 
the Golden State Warriors as they 
won four championships, and 
he was selected as the league’s 
executive of the year twice.

General manager Martin 
Mayhew and a majority of the 
front o昀케ce and coaching sta昀昀 are 
also expected to go, as Harris and 
his fellow owners begin shaping 
the organization less than six 
months after buying the team 
from Snyder.

Washington made one 
playo昀昀 appearance, winning 
an uncharacteristically weak 
NFC East at 7-9 in 2020, during 
Rivera’s four seasons in charge of 
Washington’s football operations. 
He never had a winning season.

“We did win an NFC East title 
in 2020, but we fell short since 
then, and for that, I am truly 
disappointed,” Rivera said in a 
statement released by the team. 
“It wasn’t easy and there is a lot 
more to be done, but I believe we 
began to change the culture of 
this organization in meaningful 
ways.”

If Rivera does not get another 
head job in the league, he’ll 昀椀nish 
exactly one game under .500 at 
102-103-2 in the regular season. 
Washington was 26-40-1 with 
Rivera in charge.

“Things kind of didn’t go as we 
planned,” said Sam Howell, who 
started every game this season at 
quarterback. “We didn’t have a 
great year. It’s always tough. At 
the end of the day, he’s a good 
man, a good coach.”

Rivera was hired by Snyder on 
New Year’s Day 2020, less than a 
month after the veteran coach was 
昀椀red by the Carolina Panthers, 
who he coached to the Super 
Bowl in the 2015 season. He was 
handed control in the aftermath 
of a chaotic era led by president 
Bruce Allen, which also included 
plenty of o昀昀-昀椀eld misconduct that 
Rivera was forced to answer for 
as the voice of the organization.

“Ron helped navigate this 
organization through some 
challenging times,” Harris 
said. “He is a good man and 
a thoughtful leader who has 
positively contributed to this 
organization and the NFL.”

Tumultuous times were the 
norm, from two team name 
changes to the allegations 
of sexual harassment in the 
workplace before Rivera’s arrival 
coming to light in the summer of 
2020. Rivera was diagnosed with 
a form of skin cancer before that 
season started.

State and LSU. But Alabama is 
where he cemented his status as 
one of college football’s greatest 
coaches.

He coached Alabama’s 昀椀rst 
four Heisman Trophy winners 
and numerous NFL players, 
going 206-29, a winning clip of 
87.7%. His teams produced 44 
昀椀rst-round draft picks, including 
last year’s No. 1 quarterback 
Bryce Young.

During that span, he also 
adapted to the changing times of 
up-tempo o昀昀enses, churning out 
high-scoring teams after winning 
with some of the nation’s best 
defenses, along with the new NIL 
and transfer rules.

He led Toledo to a Mid-
American Conference 
championship in 1990, his lone 
season as that program’s coach. 
Saban worked as Bill Belichick’s 
defensive coordinator with 
the Cleveland Browns for four 
seasons before becoming the 昀椀rst 
Michigan State coach to lead his 
昀椀rst three teams to bowl games.

“I think he’s the greatest 
coach in the history of football,” 
Michigan State basketball coach 
and longtime Saban friend Tom 
Izzo said in a telephone interview 
Wednesday. “There are a lot of 
great coaches, but what he’s done 
and the consistency that he did 
it — in an era where so many 
people and things are coming at 
you — is remarkable.”

Saban’s latest team dealt 
with plenty of adversity early, 
including a loss to Texas, but 
rebounded with the emergence of 
quarterback Jalen Milroe to upset 
then-No. 1 Georgia in the SEC 
championship game.

Saban didn’t sound like a 
coach looking to give up the job 
any time soon after the game. But 
it wasn’t a bad way to go, even 
without the title.

“This is one of the most 
amazing seasons in Alabama 
football history in terms of where 
this team came from, what they 
were able to accomplish and what 
they were able to do, winning the 
SEC championship, and really, 
really proud of this group,” he 
said. “I just wish that I could 
have done more as a coach to 
help them be successful and help 
them 昀椀nish, and all we can do 
now is learn from the lessons that 
sometimes failings bring to us.”

SEC Commissioner Greg 
Sankey feels Saban isn’t done 
entirely with college football.

“Knowing Nick? He’s not 
walking away from the game. 
He’s walking away from a role,” 
Sankey said.

___
AP Sports Writers Larry Lage 

and Ralph Russo contributed to 
this report.
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the old demon recoil in Inertia 
guns? 

The folks at Benelli knew long 
ago they would have to deal with 
the recoil associated with Inertia 
guns. Currently Benelli employs 
two systems for recoil control 
in semi-autos. Wood stocked 
shotguns use the Progressive 
Comfort system and synthetic 
stocked shotguns have the 
ComforTech technology. 

The Progressive Comfort 
recoil reduction system 
incorporates three sets of 
patented interlocking 昀氀exible 
bu昀昀ers that absorb recoil at 
di昀昀erent stages dependent on 
the strength of the shot shell’s 
load. Looking at the inside of 
a Benelli Ethos shotgun stock, 
you can see the polymer system 
which includes 3 sets of 昀椀ngers 
or leaves. These 3 sets of 昀椀ngers 
each have a di昀昀erent elasticity, 
and the load used determines 
which sets of 昀椀ngers are utilized 
for maximum recoil reduction. 
The 昀椀rst set of 昀椀ngers is very 
昀氀exible for light loads, the second 
set a bit sti昀昀er for 昀椀eld loads, 
and the third set is optimized for 

heavy magnum loads.
ComforTech recoil systems on 

Benelli synthetic stocked guns 
like the company’s 昀氀ag ship 
Super Black Eagle 3 shotgun, 
deal with recoil in a di昀昀erent 
manner. The stock is divided by 
24 synthetic, recoil-absorbing 
chevrons. The chevrons are 
arranged diagonally from the 
heel of the buttstock to a point 
just behind the pistol-grip. The 
stock is designed so the exterior 
shell 昀氀exes outward to further 
dampen recoil. Together with the 
ComforTech Plus recoil pad, this 
design spreads the peak force 
of recoil over a longer period of 
time.  

Remember that the “kick” you 
feel when shooting a shotgun, 
known as felt recoil is subjective. 
How much you think a shotgun 
kicks may not be the same for 
me or your shooting buddy. How 
much a recoil pad or a certain 
stock design helps with demon 
recoil may be like saying who the 
prettiest girl was in your senior 
class, everyone may not agree.

Larry Case
www.gunsandcornbread.com 

Recoil
Continued From Page B4

Brian Bishop/Patriot Publishing

Lady Hokies Knock O昀昀 No. 3
Elizabeth Kitley scored a layup on a cross-court inbound pass with less than a second remaining 
and the No. 13 Virginia Tech women beat previously undefeated and third-ranked NC State 63-62 
on Sunday.  Kitley shot 12 of 24 from the 昀氀oor and 昀椀nished with 27 points for the Hokies (12-2, 
3-0 Atlantic Coast Conference), who rallied from a 13-point second half de昀椀cit to win their seventh 
consecutive game. The Hokies also won their 19th consecutive home game. Georgia Amoore had 
21 points for the Hokies, who shot 41.5% (27 of 65). O昀케cials from Virginia Tech announced during 
the game that it was a sellout, marking the 昀椀rst regular-season sellout in the program’s history. The 
o昀케cial attendance was 8,925.

Brian Bishop/Patriot Publishing

Goble Scores 15
Taylor Goble shoots a three pointer against Christiansburg.  Goble 
ended up with 15 points and Pulaski County beat Christiansburg 
60-53.

Pedulla’s career-high 32 leads 
Hokies over No. 21 Clemson

BLACKSBURG, Va. (AP) — 
Sean Pedulla scored a career-
high 32 points to lead Virginia 
Tech to a 87-72 win over No. 21 
Clemson on Wednesday.

Pedulla tied his career high 
with six 3-pointers and set his 
career high in points for the 
second consecutive game for the 
Hokies (10-5, 2-2 Atlantic Coast 
Conference), who snapped 
a two-game losing streak. 
Pedulla’s previous career high of 
26 came in Virginia Tech’s loss 
to Florida State on Saturday.

“We just needed to get our 
rhythm back and our con昀椀dence 
back,” Pedulla said. “I think 
the last couple of games since 
we had lost two in a row, our 
con昀椀dence was a little down. 
The coaches did a great job of 
getting our con昀椀dence back up 
and telling us we are a good 
team when we put it all together. 
It was a matter of putting it all 
together, and we did for the 
most part today.”

Ian Schie昀昀elin led Clemson 
with 15 points. The Tigers (11-4, 
1-3) have lost three consecutive 
games.

Virginia Tech, which moved 
to 8-0 at home this season, led 
by nine at halftime and held o昀昀 
the Tigers, who cut the lead to 
four points on three occasions 
in the 昀椀nal 10 minutes. The 昀椀nal 
time came when Schie昀昀elin 
scored with 6:59 remaining to 
cut the Hokies’ lead to 70-66.

Virginia Tech’s Tyler Nickel, 
though, buried jumpers on back-
to-back possessions — the last a 
3-pointer with 5:32 left — and 
the Hokies weren’t threatened 
the rest of the way.

Michigan overpowers
Huskies to win crown

HOUSTON (AP) — 
Jim Harbaugh raised the 
championship trophy as gold 
and white confetti sprayed 
over his team and “We Are the 
Champions” blared.

Nine years after he took over at 
Michigan, Harbaugh delivered 
on the lofty expectations he 
brought with him to his beloved 
alma mater.

Blake Corum ran for 134 
yards and two fourth-quarter 
touchdowns as Harbaugh and 
the top-ranked Wolverines 
— undeterred by suspensions 
and a sign-stealing case that 
shadowed the program — 
completed a three-year surge to 
a national title by beating No. 
2 Washington 34-13 Monday 
night in the College Football 
Playo昀昀.

“We’re innocent and we stood 
strong and tall because we knew 
we were innocent. And I’d like 
to point that out,” Harbaugh 
said when asked about o昀昀-昀椀eld 
issues, jumping in to answer a 
question posed to his players. 
“And these guys are innocent. 
And overcome that? It wasn’t 
that hard because we knew we 
were innocent.

“(The season) went exactly 

how we wanted it to go. It went 
exactly how we wanted it to go.”

The Wolverines (15-0) sealed 
their 昀椀rst national title since 
1997 when Corum, who scored 
the winning touchdown in 
overtime against Alabama in 
the Rose Bowl, blasted in from 
the 1-yard line with 3:37 left to 
put Michigan up by 21 and set 
o昀昀 another rousing rendition of 
“The Victors” from the band.

After a third consecutive 
playo昀昀 appearance, Harbaugh 
won the championship so many 
expected when he took over a 
struggling powerhouse in 2015 
— despite missing six regular-
season games this season while 
serving two suspensions.

“That man, he’s the reason 
we’re here today,” Michigan 
quarterback J.J. McCarthy said 
of his coach.

And Harbaugh did it with 
a team his old coach, Bo 
Schembechler, would have 
adored. The Wolverines ran for 
303 yards against Washington 
(14-1), and their rugged defense 
held Michael Penix Jr. and 
the Huskies’ proli昀椀c passing 
game to just one touchdown 
while intercepting the Heisman 
Trophy runner-up twice.

Brian Bishop/Patriot Publishing

Virginia Tech’s Sean Pedulla drives against a Clemson defender 
during Wednesday’s win over the Tigers.

“We just played better 
basketball tonight,” Virginia 
Tech coach Mike Young said. 
“It helps when the ball goes 
in the basket, but I thought we 
shared and Tyler Nickel had his 
best game in a Hokie uniform. It 
was just one of those team wins 
when everybody played well.”

Nickel 昀椀nished with career 
highs in points (24) and 
3-pointers (5) for the Hokies, 
who made 13 3-pointers and 
shot 54.4% (31 of 57) for the 
game.

“We were beat up from the 
last game,” Clemson coach Brad 
Brownell said. “Monday, we 
tried to regroup. I thought we 

were getting there. I thought we 
were 昀椀ne by today, but clearly 
we were not ready. I just thought 
they (the Hokies) played with 
great pace and great intensity, 
and when you make shots like 
they did, that just energizes 
you. We were basically playing 
uphill the whole game.”

UP NEXT
Virginia Tech: Hosts Miami 

on Saturday.
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Draper Valley Baptist Church
3200 Lee Highway
Draper, Va. 24324

Pastor: Alan Pearce
Bible Study Sunday, 10 a.m.

Sunday Worship, 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening, 5 p.m.

email: drapervalleybc@gmail.com
www.drapervalleybaptist.org

Grace Baptist Church
552 E. Main Street
Dublin, Va. 24084

Pastor: Doug Testerman
674-1762

Primary Services:
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Sunday worship

Sunday  Night Power Hour, 6 to 7 p.m.
Wednesday Night 7 to 8 p.m.

Grace Kids and Teens Bible Study

Open Door Baptist Church
4576 Miller Lane

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor: Rev. N.K. Howlett
Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.

Worship, 11 a.m.
Wednesday Night, 7 p.m.

Phone: 980-2046

Draper Methodist Church
3080 Greenbriar Road

Draper, VA 24324
Pastor: Lee Wiggins

Email: o昀케ce@draper-methodist-church.com 
Primary Service Times:
Sunday School, 10 a.m.

Worship, 11 a.m.

Christ Episcopal Church
144 North Washington Ave., Pulaski

P.O. Box 975
Service: 10 a.m. every Sunday

Phone: 980-2413
Email: christ24301@gmail.com

Jordan Chapel Methodist
Pastor: Ginny Tompkins

Worship: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

Cecil's Chapel Church
5801 Cecil’s Chapel Road

Hiwassee, VA 24347
Interim Pastor: John Kellam

540 230 8837 
Worship Service:  9am
Sunday School:  10am

www.facebook.com/cecils chapel

Valley Harvest Ministries
1 Harvest Place

Dublin, VA 24084
Senior Pastor Steve Willis 

Associate Pastors: Perry Slaughter, 
Walter Gueste, Derick Burton

Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
Hispanic Ministry Service- Sunday 6 p.m. 

Wednesday School 7 p.m. 
www.vhmdublin.org

540-674-4729

Dublin Baptist Church
100 Hawkins Street, Dublin, VA 24084

540-674-6061
secretary@dublinbaptistchurchva.org
Website: dublinbaptistchurchva.org

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11 a.m.

Sunday Adult Bible Study: 6 p.m.
Tuesday Women’s Bible Study: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study, 7 p.m.

Food Pantry: Wednesdays 10 a.m - 2 p.m.

Allisonia Pentecostal Holiness Church
1560 Julia Simpkins Road

Allisonia, VA 
Pastor Justin Phillips

Sunday Morning Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship: 6 p.m.

First United Methodist Church 
301 N. Je昀昀erson Ave. - Pulaski (physical) 
135 Fourth St., NW - Pulaski (mailing)

Pastor’s Name: Josh Kilbourne 
Sunday Service: 10:00 AM 

Hispanic Service: 3 p.m.
Contact Info. Phone: 540.980.3331

e-mail: o昀케ce@fumcpulask.org 
website: www.fumcpulask.org  

FACEBOOK@FirstUMCPulaski and 
WBLB 10:00 am

Belspring Baptist Church
6887 Depot Street

Belspring, VA 24058
Pastor Darrell Linkous

Service Times:
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study and 

Youth Group: 7 p.m.
Darrell Linkous: 353-0081

belspringbaptistchurch@gmail.com

Delton Church of God 
of Prophecy

4570 Boyd Road, Draper, VA 24324
Pastor Vickie Lee Viars

deltoncogop@gmail.com   (276) 620-3191
Sunday mornings - 11 AM to 12 PM

Sunday evenings-Facebook live services 
announced on Facebook 

Heritage Church
6195 Cleburne Boulevard, Dublin

Joe Ratcli昀昀, Pastor
Service Times: 

Wednesdays, 7 p.m.; 
Sundays, 10 a.m.
(540) 674-9220

Website: www.heritagechurch.net
Facebook.com/

HeritageChurchDublinVA

First Missionary Baptist Church
7318 Manns Drive 

Fairlawn, Virginia 24141-8524
(540) 639-5331

email: fmbc1872@verizon.net
Associate Minister:
Rev. Annette Cheek

Clerk: Mrs. Carlotta Lewis
Sundays: 

Morning Worship  11:00 a.m.
The Lord's Supper - Each First Sunday

Wednesdays: Prayer Meeting &       
Bible Study  6:30 p.m.

Draper’s Valley Presbyterian (PCA)
2755 Old Baltimore Road, 

Draper, VA 24324
 Senior Pastor: Rev. Roland Mathews
Interim Pastor: Rev. David Gilleran

Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.

Sunday Evening Worship Service 6:15 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Groups and Adult Prayer & 

Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
Phone - 540-994-9015

e-mail - drapers.valley@dvpca.org
website - www.dvpca.org

Sunday Morning Worship Live-Stream • 10:30 
a.m. (or anytime on YouTube)

Trinity Lutheran 
Church ELCA

2 Fifth Street, N.W., Pulaski
540-980-3624

Pastor: Rev. Jessica Darty 
trinitypulaski @gmail.com

Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
(Sept. - May)

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
(June - Aug.)

Sunday Worship Live stream on Facebook 
Bible Study: Wednesday, Noon

www.trinitypulaski.org

Trinity United Methodist
Pastor: Bill Schoeneman

540-695-0054 
Sunday Worship - 9:45 a.m.

Bible Study - Wednesday, 7 p.m.
528 5th Street, S.E.

Pulaski, Va.
Phone - 980-0820

Grace Ministries
Church of God of Prophecy

1021 Macgill Street
Pulaski, VA 24301

Church: 540-980-2118
Cell: 276-233-8083

Bus Ministry: 540-230-2485
www.pulaskigracemin.com

Email: pulaskigracemin@hotmail.com
Pastor Mike Williams
Children's Ministry

Aaron  & Becky Sampson 
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.
Children’s Church 10:30 a.m.

Men’s & Women’s Ministry Wed. 6:30

Faith Bible Church
110 LaGrange Street, Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor: Jim Linkous
Associate Pastor: T.J. Cox

540-980-5433
www.facebook/faithbiblechurch

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.

Sunday Children’s Church: 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening: 6 p.m.

Wednesday Evening Bible Study: 7 p.m.
Children’s Meal: 6:30 p.m.

Children’s &Youth’s Group Classes: 7 p.m.

Max Creek Baptist Church
3000 Old Route 100 Road, Draper, Va. 24324

www.maxcreek.org
www.facebook.com/maxcreekbaptist

Senior Pastor: Mike Coleman
Youth Minister: Charlie Prince

Sunday Services
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Morning Worship: 11 a.m.
Teen Social and Class: 5 p.m.

Evening Worship: 6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study & Classes:7 p.m.

Pulaski Church of God
1621 Bob White Boulevard

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor Donald Jones

540-980-8880
www.pulaskicog.church

Sunday Services
Sunday Life Groups: 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Wednesdays Midweek Connect: 7 p.m.

Randolph Avenue 
United Methodist Church

1607 Randolph Avenue
Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Elston McLain
Worship Service: 11 a.m.
Phone: (540) 980-8775

Pulaski Christian Church, Inc.
4531 Brookmont Road, Pulaski, VA 24301

www.pulaskichristianchurch.com/
Rev. Kathy Warden, Pastor,

(540) 250-2974
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m.
Worship 7 p.m.

Monday Bible Study
7 to 9 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study
7 p.m.

First Baptist Church
220 Magazine Street
Pulaski, VA  24301

540-980-3336
Email: 昀椀rstbaptist220@gmail.com

Pastor: Rev, Douglas Patterson
Sunday School  10 a.m.

Sunday Worship  11 a.m.
Monday’s Child Youth Group, Monday Evening 

6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study  6:30 p.m.

Dora Highway Baptist Church
321 Dora Highway
Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor: Harry Gunter
Worship Service: 11 a.m.
Phone: (540) 320-0738

Dublin Christian Church
5605 Dunlap Road

P. O. Box 1330
Dublin, VA 24084

(540) 674-8434
www.dublinchristianchurch.com

Charles Pruett
Minister

Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.

Sunday Evening Youth and Children’s 
Meetings 5:00 p.m.

Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study, Youth and Chil-

dren’s Classes 7:00 p.m.

Snowville Christian Church 
(DOC - Disciples of Christ)

5436 Lead Mine Rd.
Hiwassee, VA 24347
Pastor:  Jerry King

Website:  
www.SnowvilleChristianChurch.com

(and Facebook)
O昀케ce: 540-633-3761

Email: 
o昀케ce@SnowvilleChristianChurch.com

Sunday Worship Service:  11:00 a.m.
Sunday School:  10:00 a.m.

Thursday Bible Study:  6:00 p.m.
“Inspiring hope, helping people grow their faith, 

and sharing God’s love with others!”

Dublin United Methodist Church
P.O. Box 577

424 East Main Street
Dublin, VA 24084

Pastor:  Rev. Don Shelor
540.674.5128

email:  dublinumc@gmail.com
Sunday Worship Times:  9:00 & 11:00 am

Sunday School:  10:00 am

New Hope Chapel
1555 Case Knife Road, Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor Darrell Gray
(276) 733-6080
Service Times

10 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Sunday Service

Grace Episcopal Church
210 Fourth Street, Radford

Welcoming and accepting, we have been a 
part of the Radford community for more than 
130 years. 

ALL ARE WELCOME. 
We o昀昀er an 8:00am Contemplative Eucha-
rist service and a 10:30am Eucharist service 
with organ music and a Choir, with refresh-
ments served after. The 10:30am service is 
live-streamed for those who cannot attend in 
person.  

Mountain View 
United Methodist Church

6648 Wilderness Road
Dublin, Va 24084

Pastor: Darlene Marshall
Phone: 540-392-2702

Sunday School - 9:45am
Sunday Service - 11:00am

CHURCH
Church Directory

Family Worship Center
First Pentecostal Holiness

955 Memorial Drive, Pulaski 
980-7287

www.fwcpulaski.church
Je昀昀 Willhoite, Pastor

Sunday School 9:45 am
Sunday Worship 10:45 am

KidsZone 10:45 am
Alpha & Omega Pentecostal Spanish service 

10:45 am
Sunday Evening Worship 6 pm

Pulaski First Church of the Brethren
1749 Newbern Road
Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor Frank Peters
Sunday School: 9:45

Worship: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

980-3798

New Hope Church
3050 Lee Highway
Pulaski, VA 24301 

Services: 
Sunday’s 1st Service - 9:15 a.m.
Sunday’s 2nd Service - 11 a.m.
Wednesdays - 7 p.m. - 8 p.m.

For: Kids, Teens, Adults
Lead Pastor: Rev. Randy Lawrence Jr.

Church Phone: 540-980-5506

Trinity Baptist Church
4008 Robinson Tract Road

Pulaski, VA 24301 
Telephone: 980-8186

Pastor Johnny Howlett
Sunday Worship - 10 a.m.

Sunday Bible Study - 6 p.m.
Wednesday - Adult Bible Study and Youth 

Group - 7 p.m.

Bob White Boulevard Baptist Church
3826 Bob White Boulevard

Pulaski, VA.

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Preaching: 11 a.m.

Sunday Evening: 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service: 7:30 p.m.

FUNDAMENTAL

First Dublin Presbyterian Church (ECO)
409 Church Street, Dublin, Va. 24084

P.O. Box 2027, Dublin, Va. 24084
昀椀rst-dublin-presbyterian-church-eco.com 

Pastor: 
Mary Ann Armbrister

Sunday Worship: 10:45 a.m.

Born of 
the 
Spirit

Jesus answered, “I tell you 
the truth; no one can enter the 
kingdom of God unless he is born 
of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives 
birth to 昀氀esh, but the Spirit gives 
birth to spirit.  You should not be 
surprised at my saying you must 
be born again.  The wind blows 
wherever it pleases. You hear its 
sound, but you cannot tell where 
it comes from or where it is going. 
So, it is with everyone born of the 
Spirit.” John 3: 5-8

This is a fascinating 
conversation between Jesus and 
Nicodemus who questioned how 
someone could be born again.  
“Born again” to me is leaving your 
old life behind and becoming new 
in Jesus. What I found intriguing 
was what Jesus said about the 
Spirit.  It’s like the wind coming 
and going as it pleases, and we 
can’t tell where it comes from or 
where it is going.

I sat with that thought for quite a 
while to determine what it means 
to me.  When God speaks, it 
comes on a di昀昀erent wave length 
- a kind of energy that is di昀昀erent. 
I always pray to hear from the 
Spirit, and that I will recognize it 
in my heart, mind, and soul.

The Spirit may say, 
“Be kind.” 
“Why do you need to drink if 

your life is good?”  
“Be quiet”
“Speak the truth in my Name.” 
“Don’t go there.”  
“That relationship is not for 

you.” 
“Come out of that place.” 
“Don’t take that position.”
“I’ve opened the door; go in.”

In my life, Jesus’s words are 
true! I listen and follow not 
knowing where I’m going but 
being assured that He does, and 
God is leading me to work for Him 
and the glory of His kingdom.

God will do the same for you.  
He has spoken through history, 
and He hasn’t stopped now. God 
needs you to hear His voice now 
more than ever.  He will continue 
to speak through His Holy Spirit.  
Your job is to believe and, at times, 
be still. Wait on the Lord; He loves 
you beyond your imagination.

“Call to me, and I will answer 
you and will tell you great and 
hidden things that you have not 
known.” Jeremiah 33:3

We have no concept of His 
unconditional and continuous 
deep love.  It is a divine love, not 
an earthy love. While you will 
know His voice, you will not be 
able to discern when it is coming 
or where you are going! You will 
only know in your heart that it 
was for you.

May 2024 be the year of your 
being born again in the Spirit of 
God. When He speaks to you, 
may your heart 昀氀ip with the joy of 
His presence!

“And your ears shall hear a 
word behind you, saying, ‘This is 
the way, walk in it,’ when you turn 
to the right or when you turn to the 
left.” Isaiah 30:21

====================

Patricia Priddy Farrell gifts 
and talents include being a coach, 
speaker, retreat leader, student, 
teacher, and certi昀椀ed Lay Minister 
for the Global Methodist Church. 
Finding her own life’s purpose 
came in the desert of her life. 
She has survived and endured 
many hardships and lives to help 
others know they are enough, and 
they not only can survive but also 
thrive.

Pat speaks from the heart to 
women and men in an e昀昀ort to 
help them understand the power 
they hold to change other’s 
lives.  There is no meeting 
by coincidence, and there are 
incredible opportunities for us 
to share and grow as we journey 
through life.

Journey
To Faith

By Pat Priddy
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Hilltop Pentecostal Holiness Church
4892 Veterans Hill Road

Pulaski, VA
Pastor Todd Garwood

(540) 250-3741
ttgarwood674@gmail.com

Pathway to Heaven Worship Center
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 434

Dublin, VA 24084
Physical Address: 7889 Cleburne Blvd.

Dublin, VA 24084
Pastor Winfred Keene - Phone 540-239-8092

Sunday Morning Worship: 11 a.m.
Tuesday Evening Worship Service: 6 p.m.

THANK YOU!
To Our Advertising

Sponsors

St. Edwards Catholic Church
Corner of N. Washington Ave. and

7th Street N.W., Pulaski
Phone: 980-6511
Fax: 980-6511

Priest: Fr. Francis Boateng
Mass: 11 a.m. Sunday

Warriors for Christ II
Bishop Sherman Buckner

600 Skyline Circle
Pulaski, VA 
540-315-2317

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Worship: 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Thursday: 7 p.m. Service

Aldersgate United Methodist
1946 Medallion Drive

Pulaski, VA 24301
(540) 980-1349

Pastor Jim Goddard
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.

First Christian Church of Pulaski
524 N Je昀昀erson Ave

Pulaski, VA 24301-4618
(540) 980-7144

www.昀椀rstchristianpulaski.org
Pastor: Timothy Moore

Men’s Sunday School:10 am
Worship: 11 am

New Dublin Presbyterian Church
5331 New Dublin Church Road

Dublin, VA 24084
Interim Pastor: Tupper Garden

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Worship: 11 a.m.

Phone: 540-674-6147
www.newdublin.org

Community Christian Church
5382 Grace Street, Dublin VA, 24084

540-674-4308
Pastor: Bill Neeley

Children’s Director: Kristen Edwards
Youth Director: Ashley Coake

www.C3family.org; Facebook: Community 
Christian Church|Dublin, VA; 

email: triplecsecretary@gmail.com
Wednesday Bible Study and Prayer Meeting at 
6:30 p.m.; C3Kids and C3Youth meeting at 6:30 

p.m.
Thursday 10:30 a.m. Adult Bible Study

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service 10:45 a.m.

Visit The Church Of 
Your Choice This 

Week

1. Is the book of Song of 
Solomon (KJV) in the Old or 
New Testament or neither?

2. Who did Zachariah not 
believe on telling him his wife 
would conceive? Jesus, Luke, 
Gabriel, Mark

3. From Numbers 27, who 
became Moses’ successor 
as leader of Israel? Aaron, 
Abraham, Elisha, Joshua

4. How many times is the 
phrase “holy ground” mentioned 
in the Bible (KJV)? 2, 24, 37, 64

5. From Mark 11, who did 
Jesus cast out of the Temple? 
Armies of Satan, Harlots, 
Money changers, Lepers

6. What king saw the 
“handwriting on the wall”? 
Darius, Belshazzar, Daniel, 
Solomon

ANSWERS: 1) Old, 2) 
Gabriel, 3) Joshua, 4) 2 (Ex 3:5, 
Acts 7:3), 5) Money changers, 
6) Belshazzar

Hardcore trivia fan? Visit 
Wilson Casey’s subscriber site 
at www.patreon.com/triviaguy.

BIBLE 
TRIVIA

Something is missing
Have you ever felt like something 

was missing? When something is 
missing, it throws everything else o昀昀 
of kilter and things do not work right. 
When a 昀椀ne looking car with all the 
extras and a big motor will not run. 
Something is missing. It needs a tank 
of gas to get up and go. The same 
thing is true spiritually. A person can 
look right, say all the right things, go 
to church every Sunday, but still have 
something missing in their life. Such 
was the case with Samson. He had 
uncut hair, and he did not consume 
anything from the vine, but there came 
a time when he realized something 
was missing. When he woke up with 
his head on Delilah’s lap, he knew 
something was missing. Delilah 
had had his hair cut, but he knew 
something else was missing. Without 
it, things would not work.

He had it in the past. What was it? 
It was his anointing from God. To a 
Christian, there is nothing like the 
anointing of God. How did he get it, 
in the 昀椀rst place? God chose him and 
called him even before he was born. 
His parents taught him the ways of 
righteousness, and the anointing was 
upon him. 

The anointing of God is important 
to us in serving God. Samson defeated 
the enemy many times. Moses lead 
the people because he was anointed. 
David sang, danced, clapped his hands 
and worshiped God with the anointing. 
Isaiah prophesied with it. Simon Peter 
preached with it. Paul healed the sick 
and raised the dead with it.

But Samson became careless with 
the anointing. He always expected it to 
be there, but he didn’t take care of it. A 
person must love, respect, and nourish 
their anointing from God. While he 
should have been spending time with 

God and God’s people, Samson looked 
for comfort and friendship among 
his enemies. Carelessness with the 
anointing caused Samson to loose it. 
First by getting some honey. It seemed 
harmless. Honey is good for you and 
sweet to the taste. But, where did he 
get it? From a dead lion. Touching 
anything dead was forbidden to him. 

Next, he was distracted by lust for 
the 昀氀esh, and he went into the enemy’s 
camp to ful昀椀ll that lust. Three times 
Delilah tried to take Samson’s 
anointing away from him, and three 
times she failed. The constant testing 
should have served as a warning to 
him. However, he kept going back 
until he gave up the secret of his 
anointing, and the enemy made him 
weak. He fell asleep in the enemy’s 
camp and lost his anointing. The sad 
thing is, he didn’t even know it, until 
it was too late. Without the anointing, 
Samson’s life was 昀椀lled with pain, 
sorrow, and regret. He was defeated, 
and the enemy made fun of him. 

Yes, he got his anointing back, but 
his life was never the same. In fact, 
his life was over way too soon. The 
message for us is to stay out of the 
enemy’s camp. Protect the anointing 
God has placed on your life, and use it 
for God’s glory.

Newbern Methodist Church
5151 Wilderness Road

Dublin VA 24084
Pastor: Dave Adkins

540-230-9264
Worship: 9:45 AM

Sunday School : 11:00 AM

Abigail, 
David’s
wife

Paul said, “A woman who has 
an unbelieving husband, and 
he consents to live with her, let 
her not send her husband away. 
For the unbelieving husband 
is sancti昀椀ed through his wife, 
and the unbelieving wife is 
sancti昀椀ed through her believing 
husband… Or how do you 
know, O wife, whether you will 
save your husband? Or how do 
you know, O husband, whether 
you will save your wife?” (1 
Cor. 7: 13-14, 16). 

This message about Abigail 
contains some important advice 
to study, for those who are 
considering a divorce. 

Contrary to the rationalizing 
some use to justify to 
themselves, their divorcing 
their marriage partner, it will 
not make them happier. Instead, 
it will bring loneliness, grief, 
guilt and anxiety. The grass is 
not greener on the other side of 
the fence. It just looks that way. 
The kids will not be better o昀昀, 
but worse o昀昀. 

Another lesson for us to learn 
from this account about Abigail 
and David is, God can speak to 
us and let us know His will for 
our lives, in many ways. It can 
be a loud boisterous voice out 
of heaven. It could be by a still 
small voice. It could be through 
a dream or a vision. It could be 
through a prophet or a preacher. 

See MCCRAW, page B10
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1. GEOGRAPHY: The Darien Gap 
separates which two countries?

2. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What 
is Three Kings Day also known as?

3. MOVIES: What's the name of the 
supervillain character in the animated 
film "Despicable Me"? 

4. LITERATURE: Who is the author of 
"The Kite Runner"?

5. TELEVISION: What is the name of 
the motorcycle-riding greaser in the sit-
com "Happy Days"?

6. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which musical 
instrument does former President Bill 
Clinton play?

7. GAMES: In the game Battleship, 
how many ships does each player have at 
the beginning?

8. MUSIC: Which famous rock singer 
was born with the name Farrokh Bul-
sara?

9. HISTORY: What was the name of 
the first U.S. Space Shuttle?

10. U.S. STATES: Which state is home 
to the Mammoth cave system, believed 
to be the longest in the world?

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

Answers

1. Panama and Colombia.
2. Epiphany.
3. Gru.
4. Khaled Hosseini.
5. Fonzie.
6. Saxophone.
7. Five.
8. Freddie Mercury.
9. Columbia.
10. Kentucky.

Posting DateJanuary 8, 2024

OLIVE

Advertising Works! Call Us Today At 540-808-3949
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Top Ten in Movies
1. Wonka
(PG) Timothée Chalamet, 

Gustave Die
2. Aquaman and the Lost 

Kingdom
(PG-13) Jason Momoa, 

Patrick Wilson

3. Migration
(PG) Kumail Nanjiani, 

Elizabeth Banks

4. The Color Purple
(PG-13) Fantasia Barrino, 

Taraji P. Henson
5. Anyone But You
(R) Sydney Sweeney, Glen 

Powell
6. The Boys in the Boat
(PG-13) Joel Edgerton, 

Callum Turner

7. The Iron Claw
(R) Zac Efron, Jeremy Allen 

White

8. Ferrari
(R) Adam Driver, Shailene 

Woodley
9. The Hunger Games: The 

Ballad of Songbirds & Snakes
(PG-13) Rachel Zegler, Tom 

Blyth
10. The Boy and the Heron

(PG-13) Soma Santoki, 
Masaki Suda

Noon Wednesday
Is Our Deadline Each 
Week For News & Ads

The Patriot
& 

The Southwest Times
540-808-3949

Here’s a Tip!
* If you lose a contact lens, 

you can try turning o昀昀 the 
lights and using a 昀氀ashlight held 
perpendicular to the 昀氀oor. They 
sort of re昀氀ect the light, and as you 
move the beam of light across the 
昀氀oor, it will 昀氀ash. This has helped 
me many times. I am a little 
clumsy when I put my contacts in. 
Thanks! -- R.E. in South Carolina

* Great diet control tip: When 
serving dinner, portion out the 
meal, then pack up the leftovers 
right away. You won’t be as 
tempted to go back and have 
seconds, nor stu昀昀 a few more 
mouthfuls in when cleaning up 

later.
* I have a medicine that I take 

with every meal. Surprisingly, it’s 
di昀케cult to remember whether I 
took it already when I’m eating 
on the go or out with friends. I 
keep small containers in my purse 
labeled “lunch” and “dinner,” 
each with one pill inside. Before 
I eat, I look in the container. If a 
pill is there, it means I forgot to 
take it. Then I re昀椀ll the container 
when I get home and it’s ready for 
next time.

* Last year, I had a large wall 
calendar at the o昀케ce. It was a wet-
erase calendar with the year on 

one side and a “planning space” 
on the back. When the year was 
over, I needed a new calendar, but 
the blank side was still usable. I 
took it home and cut it to 昀椀t inside 
my kitchen cabinets. I have a 
handy space to jot notes and such. 
-- R.W. in Colorado

* This is a fun game for kids 
to play with cookies: Stamp the 
alphabet letters into the top of 
mini cookies, or use a kebab 
skewer to write words. Then let 
the kids spell out their name or 
make sentences or silly phrases. 
-- B.D. in Mississippi  
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PULASKI COUNTY PULSE
Jan. 18

Community Lunch
Cecil’s Chapel Church invites 
everyone to their community 
lunch on January 18, 11:30-1pm.  
Soup, sandwiches and all kinds 
of delicious desserts.  A time for 
community fellowship, no cost.  
If the local schools close due 
to the weather, then the lunch 
will be cancelled.  5801 cecil’s 
chapel road, hiwassee, va.  Find 
us on FB @cecilschapel

Sons of Confederate Veterans
The Sons of Confederate 
Veterans, Stuart Horse Artillery 
Camp 1784 will meet on 
Thursday, January 18, 7pm at 
Aly’s Italian Family Restaurant 
on 3204 Riner Rd. Members 
of the United Daughters of the 
Confederacy (UDC) are also 
invited to attend. For further 
information, please call 540-
320-4315 or 540-239-9864.

Jan. 20

Food and Clothing Event
Taking It To The Streets 
Ministries will be having 
the Food and Clothing Event 
Saturday January 20th from 
11 am till 1 pm at the Taking It 
To The Streets Crusade, Event 
and Missions Center. We will 

be serving free beef and bean 
burritos with all the 昀椀xings, 
dessert and drink. The Clothing 
Bank will be open with free 
men’s, women’s, boys’ and 
girls’ clothing. We will also be 
distributing a limited number of 
pork lions while supplies last.

Jan. 22
 
Monday Gospel Sing
Gospel Sing 9:45-11:00 a.m. 
every Monday, Pulaski Church 
Of God, 1621 Bob White Blvd., 
near Food City. Enjoy great 
traditional music and fellowship. 
Come and go as you please. 
Great way to start your week 
and make new friends. Park in 
lower lot and use elevator to 
second 昀氀oor.
 
On going:

Ballroom Dancing
Ballroom Dance every 昀椀rst 
Saturday of the month at the 
Carroll County Virginia Senior 
Center @ 7pm. Find us on 
Facebook @ Ballroom Dance in 
Hillsville.

Alcohol Anonymous

Alcohol Anonymous meet 
Mondays at 8 p.m. (closed 
meeting); Wednesday (noon) 

and Thursday at 8 p.m. 
(open meetings) at Pulaski 
Presbyterian Church of America 
located at 975 Memorial Drive. 
Contact number is 540-440-
0066. 

Pulaski Al-Anon Family 
Group 
Pulaski Al-Anon Family Group 
(a support group for friends 
and families of alcoholics) 
meet every Monday night at 8 
p.m. at Pulaski Presbyterian 
Church of America located at 
975 Memorial Drive. Contact 

number 540-818-0621. 

Lifestyles Changes
If you are currently trying to 
lose weight, we may have what 
you need. Contact Bill Brewer 
at 540-813-1605.

Celebrate Recovery
Celebrate Recovery is a Christ-
centered 12-step program where 
people gain freedom, healing 
and accountability for life’s 
hurts, habits, and hang-ups. 
Group Meeting at 6:15pm every 
Thursday at Valley Harvest 

Ministries, 1 Harvest Place, 
Dublin.

Heritage Cares Food still 
distributing food

Heritage Cares Food Pantry 
at Heritage Church is still 
distributing food on Thursdays 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The church 
is located a half-mile past the 
New River Valley Airport on 
Route 100 North of Dublin.

Send Your Pulse Items To:
pulaski@pcpatriot.com

Guide Them, but Let Them 
Learn from Their Mistakes
Dear Dave, 
My wife and I have started 

teaching our 昀椀ve-year-old son 
about money. Do you feel we 
should step in and 昀椀x things 
when he makes mistakes, 
or let him experience the 
consequences of his actions? It’s 
so hard on my wife, especially, 
to see him disappointed when 
he makes a mistake, and his 
plans don’t work out.  

Lane 
Dear Lane, 
I know this might sound mean 

to some folks, but sometimes a 
good 昀椀nancial disappointment 
when you’re young is the best 
thing that can happen to you. 
They’re hard to watch happen, 
or to experience, but often 
they’ll teach life-long lessons. 
No decent parent wants to see 
their child sad or hurt, but 
reality is a pretty good teacher 
when it comes to learning how 
the world really works. 

One of the jobs of a parent is 
to look for teachable moments 
with their kids. Of course, 
when it comes to teaching 
there’s always a chance the 

student won’t learn the lesson 
well enough the 昀椀rst time 
around. I’m not sure how 
you’re doing things, but if I 
were in your shoes, I’d follow 
these steps. First, give him a 
chance to earn some money. 
In my book, that means work. 
No allowances! There’s a lot 
of self-esteem and value to be 
found in accomplishing a given 
task successfully. Then, once 
you pay him for the work he 
does, you have another perfect 
chance for teachable moments, 
because you can help him learn 
about saving, spending and 
giving, and how to do all three 
wisely. 

It’s always hard on parents 
when they see their kids 
unhappy. I know we went 
through it with ours. As a 

parent and protector, you want 
to jump in and make everything 
okay. But the hard truth is that 
昀椀xing or doing everything for 
them is the easy way out. And 
in the process of doing that, a 
child will begin to develop a 
sort of learned helplessness.  

Sometimes, Lane, you need 
to love kids enough to not do 
things for them. Let them make 
some mistakes, experience the 
consequences and 昀椀x things 
themselves. And it’s better for 
them to do all this while they’re 
still under your guidance and 
protection.  

—Dave 
 * Dave Ramsey is an eight-

time national bestselling 
author, personal 昀椀nance expert 
and host of The Ramsey Show. 
He has appeared on Good 
Morning America, CBS This 
Morning, Today, Fox News, 
CNN, Fox Business and many 
more. Since 1992, Dave has 
helped people take control of 
their money, build wealth and 
enhance their lives. He also 
serves as CEO for Ramsey 
Solutions. 
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And it could be through a godly 
person with wisdom, to advise 
us, like Abigail did for David. 

Some of the best advice I 
have ever gotten was from my 
brothers and sisters in the Lord, 
from my Pastor and from my 
wife. Guys! We need to listen 
to our wives. Gals, you need 
to listen to your husbands. My 
wife is the one who advised 
me to get into the Real Estate 
business many years ago. It was 
her idea. And it has provided a 
good living for us. 

It was a good Christian friend 
who advised me to join the 
Church that I have now belonged 
to for over 57 years. I had it in 
my mind to look around, after 
I got saved, and take my time 
to 昀椀nd a Church that I liked. 
But joining the same Church I 
was saved in made sense to me 
and after speaking with a good 
brother in Christ. He showed me 
that God had brought me to this 
Church and saved my unworthy 
soul and that there was work for 
me to do in this Church. So, I 
joined up. Do I always agree 
with everything that is done in 
the Church I am a member of? 
No. But I have learned to be 
patient and to trust God, and 
to serve Him in the beauty of 
holiness, no matter what comes 
or goes. 

I’ve learned that everything 
is not going to go my way, in 
Church, on the job, at home, in 
sports, or anywhere else. And 
that I just have to get over it, 
when things don’t go my way. 

I know a lot of folks get mad at 

something that has happened in 
the Church and leave the Church 
because of the least little thing. 
But if a person really loves the 
Church, like they should love 
the Church, they won’t 昀氀y o昀昀 
of the handle like David did, 
and let their unbridled anger 
cause them to do something 
stupid like David was about to 
do before Abigail brought him 
to his senses. 

In fact, I’ll go so far as to 
say, it you leave one Church 
Congregation for some little 
reason that doesn’t really 
amount to a hill of beans, you’ll 
leave the next Church too, and 
the next Church too. You’ll 
never be satis昀椀ed anywhere, or 
stay anywhere for very long, 
as long as you are too easily 
o昀昀ended. 

One preacher said that he 
believed that Abigail used her 
relationship with God as a 
means of support in helping her 
to survive day by day in an awful 
marriage. And like Abigail, we 
should lean on God, asking Him 
to help us in our daily struggles 
and then wait upon the Lord for 
Him to bring us through it all. 

When King David went to the 
place where Nabal and Abigail 
lived, he didn’t know God would 
take Nabal’s life and that he 
would end up marrying Abigail, 
his widow. God arranged to get 
Abigail out of a bad marriage 
and make her David’s choice for 
his wife and the Queen of Israel. 

God works in mysterious 
ways, His wonders to perform.
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Food, clothing event set for 
Saturday, Jan.20 at Taking 
It To The Streets in Pulaski

Taking It To The Streets Ministries will be having the Food and 
Clothing Event Saturday January 20th from 11 am till 1 pm at the 
Taking It To The Streets Crusade, Event and Missions Center. 

We will be serving free beef and bean burritos with all the 
昀椀xings, dessert and drink. The Clothing Bank will be open with 
free men’s, women’s, boys’ and girls’ clothing. We will also be 
distributing a limited number of pork lions while supplies last.
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