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TURNING 65 SOON?
LET’S TALK 
MEDICARE!

Larry Nipper Karen Tuggle

(540) 616-9998
lnipper32@gmail.com

(540) 250-6089
ktuggleinsure@gmail.com

Celebrating 141 
years of service, 
and family owned.

Traditional services 
with traditional 
values.

Accepting 
pre-arrangements 
from other
 funeral homes.

Financing for 
funerals available

415 N. Je昀昀erson Avenue • Pulaski, Va., 24301
S. Todd Bruce, Manager/Owner

540-980-1700

FREE

Pulaski County

Valley Sta昀케ng Inc.Valley Sta昀케ng Inc.
Wright Ave., Dublin, Va.Wright Ave., Dublin, Va.

540-674-3103 540-674-3103     
EEO  Apply Online www.valleysta昀케ngjobs.com  DRUG FREE

JOBS!  JOBS!  JOBS!  JOBS!JOBS!  JOBS!  JOBS!  JOBS!
Jobs Available in Pulaski, Giles & 

Montgomery Counties and Radford!
New Job Openings In Carroll County

First, Second, Third Shifts and OT

Available - Temp To Hire

Starting Pay $14.00 to $25.00 Per Hour
New Jobs Available Daily! 

Come In Today - 
Go To Work Tomorrow!

5615 Old Route 11
Dublin, Virginia 24084

(540) 616-4782
thefunkygoat100@gmail.com

Goat Milk 
Beauty 
Products 
Handmade 
in Dublin, 
Virginia

• Edible Yoni Oil
• Goat Milk Bar Soap
• Goat Milk CBD Body Butter
• And Much More!

Our Hours
Mon. | Tues.| 

Thurs. | 
4-6 p.m.

Wed. | 3-5 p.m.
Fri. | 3-6 p.m.
Sat. | 2-4 p.m.

www.funky-goat.com

Your Comfort Is Our Priority

Fairlawn Fire Dept.
reaches out for support
By MIKE WILLIAMS
Patriot Publishing

The Fairlawn Volunteer 
Fire Department is once again 
reaching out to residents and 
businesses in its coverage area 
to raise 昀椀nancial support.

It’s been going on six years 
since the department has sent 
out its “Letter Campaign” 
appeal.

“Due to all the problems with 
the COVID pandemic, we have 
not sent out a letter since 2018. 
In 2023, the Fairlawn Volunteer 
Fire Department celebrated its 
75th year of providing service 
to Fairlawn and surrounding 
communities. It is a major 
milestone which our community 
and neighbors should be 
proud of,” said Freddy Smith, 
Treasurer for the department.

Smith has been a member of 
the volunteer department for 

over 40 years and is only the 
second treasurer the department 
has had.

According to Smith, the letter 
campaign is not only meant 
to raise needed funds for the 
projects of the department, but 
it is also a way to let those in its 
coverage area know what the 
department is up to. And they 
want everyone receiving a letter 
to know the campaign isn’t a 
scam.

The letter goes out every 
couple of years or so to 
over 1,500 households and 
businesses served by the 
Fairlawn department.

“This lets everyone know 
what their 昀椀re department is 
doing, has been doing, and 
what is going to be happening 
in the future,” Smith said. 
“The 昀椀re department does not 
send out a letter every year, 
but only when the department 

needs the additional help 
from the community. Our 昀椀re 
department, as well as all other 
volunteer 昀椀re departments 
could not exist without the help 
of those in our community.”

Smith said the hope is the 
letter reaches all residences and 
businesses in the Fairlawn area, 
but they know they still miss 
some people and businesses.

“ If you did not receive a letter 
and would like to have one, 
please write us a note requesting 
one at the address, 7358 Peppers 
Ferry Blvd. Fairlawn, Virginia 
24141, and we will send you 
one out a soon as possible. If 
you would like to contribute 
to the 2024 Letter campaign 
please send the contributions 
to the same address, adding, 
“Attention, Letter Campaign” 
so that it will be recorded as 

See FAIRLAWN, page A2

Former Hoover Color
plant in Hiwassee closing
By MIKE WILLIAMS
Patriot Publishing

The Oxerra Americas, Inc. 
plant in Hiwassee, formerly 
known as Hoover Color, is 
closing.

Burl Bowman, Operations 
and Technical Manager at the 
plant, located at 2170 Julia 
Simpkins Road, con昀椀rmed the 
news of the impending closing 
this week.

“Our parent company Oxerra 
Americas, Inc. is consolidating 

the manufacturing of natural 
iron oxides into its Augusta, 
GA facility,” Bowman said. 
“As such, Oxerra Americas is 
closing the Hiwassee facility 
(formerly Hoover Color). This 
was announced to the Hiwassee 
employees by the company 
CEO Kevin Miles January 23. 
The anticipated closing date is 
May 31st.”

 Employees are being o昀昀ered 
positions at the Augusta, GA 
facility, Bowman added. 

“Virginia Works Programs 

here in Pulaski County has also 
scheduled a meeting time and 
place for employees to receive 
assistance during this time of 
transition.”

Bowman said the plant 
currently has 19 employees and 
operates two shifts, 昀椀ve days a 
week.

Bowman noted the plant has 
the distinction of being the 
longest, continuous running 
plant in Pulaski County, having 
begun in 1927.

Virginia considers major 
expansion of gambling

RICHMOND, Va. (AP) — 
Dueling legislative proposals 
in Virginia backed by di昀昀erent 
gambling companies would 
open the door for an expansion 
of slot-like betting machines in 
businesses such as truck stops, 
restaurants and convenience 
stores.

At the center of the debate are 
“gray machines,” arcade-style 
games that look similar to slot 
machines but involve an element 
of skill, manufacturers say.

For years, the machines have 
proliferated as policymakers 
grapple with how to regulate 
them amid a big-money 
lobbying 昀椀ght featuring sti昀昀 
casino industry opposition to 

the devices, also known as 
skill games. They are currently 
prohibited in Virginia under a 
ban passed in 2020.

Now, a well-organized 
coalition, including one of the 
state’s most powerful legislators 
and retail owners who host the 
machines and share in their 
pro昀椀ts, is backing one of this 
year’s proposals to legalize 
and tax the devices. Virginia 

is not the only state grappling 
with skill games, but the e昀昀orts 
there re昀氀ect points in a larger 
debate nationwide as they have 
exploded in popularity.

“This is a small-business 
issue, and one that impacts many 
昀椀rst-generation Americans 
trying to achieve the American 
dream,” said bill sponsor Sen. 
Aaron Rouse, a Democrat from 
Virginia Beach.

Rouse’s bill is being co-
sponsored by Sen. L. Louise 
Lucas, who holds great sway 
in the legislature as chair of the 
Senate Finance Committee. It 
is also backed by skill games 

See GAMBLING, page A7

Slot-like betting 
machines could go in 

businesses such as truck 
stops, restaurants and 

convenience stores



PAGE A2 - The Patriot / The Southwest Times - February 2, 2024

62 E. Main Street, Pulaski • 980-5129
Monday-Tuesday, 8 a.m.-9 p.m.

Wednesday-Thursday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Friday, 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

PULASKI FAMILY 
DENTISTRY

Dr. Cindy Southern says,
“Be true to your teeth,

or they’ll be false to you!”

Sunny, with a 
high near 54.

Mostly cloudy, 
high near 45. 

Chance of rain 
is 30%.

Mostly sunny, with 
a high near 45.

Town of Pulaski Town Council Meeting scheduled for Tuesday, 
February 6th has been moved to Thursday, February 8th. 
Closed Session beginning at 6 p.m., Service Awards Presentation 
at 6:30 p.m., and Open Session at 7 p.m.

Council Meeting
Date Changed

Pulaski County meetings, 
closings for February

• Tuesday, February 13, 
2024, Pulaski County Public 
Service Authority Board of 
Directors Meeting, Board 
Room, Pulaski County 
Administration Building, 143 
Third Street N.W., in the Town 
of Pulaski, Virginia, 9:00 a.m. 
(Contact: Ashley Edmonds, 
Clerk, Pulaski County Public 
Service Authority, 143 Third 
Street, N.W., Suite 1, Pulaski, 
VA, 24301, 540-980-7705, 
aedmonds@pulaskicounty.org) 
This Board is responsible for 
the operation of water, sewer, 
garbage and streetlight service 
in Pulaski County.

• Tuesday, February 13, 
2024, Pulaski County Planning 
Commission Meeting, Board 
Room, Pulaski County 
Administration Building, 143 
Third Street N.W., in the Town 
of Pulaski, Virginia, 7 p.m. 
(Contact: Markie Saunders, 
Clerk, 143 Third Street N.W., 
Suite 1, Pulaski, VA, 24301, 
540-980-7710, msaunders@
pulaskicounty.org). This 
Commission oversees land – 
use, zoning and subdivision 
issues related to Pulaski County 
properties.

• Monday, February 19, 
2024, Pulaski County O昀케ces 
will be closed in observance 
of Presidents Day. The Pulaski 
County Public Service 

Authority Billing O昀케ce will 
be closed on Monday, February 
19, 2024, in observance of 
Presidents Day. The Bagging 
Plant Road, Dublin and Mason 
Street, Fairlawn Convenience 
Centers will be open and 
garbage collection will remain 
on regular schedule. 

• Tuesday, February 20, 
2024, Economic Development 
Authority Board of Directors 
Meeting, 10:00 a.m. (Contact: 
Megan Bird, Clerk to the Board, 
143 Third Street N.W., Suite 1, 
Pulaski, VA, 24301, 540-980-
7705, mwbird@pulaskicounty.
org). The Economic 
Development Authority serves 
as the economic development 
arm of Pulaski County working 
with local industries and 
providing building spaces to 
local employers.

• Tuesday, February 20, 
2024, Pulaski County Board 
of Zoning Appeals Meeting, 
Board Room, Pulaski County 
Administration Building, 143 
Third Street N.W., in the Town 
of Pulaski, Virginia, 6:00 p.m. 
(Contact: Markie Saunders, 
Clerk, 143 Third Street N.W., 
Suite 1, Pulaski, VA, 24301, 
540-980-7710, msaunders@
pulaskicounty.org). The 
Board of Zoning Appeals 
considers appeals of the Zoning 
Administrator’s decisions 

and the interpretation of the 
County’s Zoning Ordinances.

• Monday, February 26, 
2024, Pulaski County Board of 
Supervisors Regular Meeting, 
Board Room, Pulaski County 
Administration Building, 
143 Third Street N.W., in the 
Town of Pulaski, Virginia; 
Executive Session, 6 p.m., 
Open Meeting, 7 p.m. (Contact: 
Ashley Edmonds, Executive 
Secretary and Clerk to the 
Board of Supervisors, 143 Third 
Street N.W., Suite 1, Pulaski, 
VA, 24301, 540-980-7705, 
aedmonds@pulaskicounty.org). 
The Board of Supervisors is 
the governing body for Pulaski 
County and is responsible for 
the budget and concerns of its 
citizens.

• Tuesday, February 27, 2024, 
Fairlawn Sewer Authority 
Board of Directors Meeting, 
Conference Room, Peppers 
Ferry Regional Wastewater 
Treatment Authority 
Administration Building, 
7797 Mason Street, Fairlawn, 
Virginia, 6:30 p.m. (Contact:  
Fairlawn Tax and Bookkeeping, 
7436 Peppers Ferry Boulevard, 
Fairlawn, Virginia, 24141, 540-
639-6926). This Board manages 
daily operations for the sewer 
infrastructure in the immediate 
Fairlawn area.  

such,” Smith said.
He added, “The Fairlawn 

Volunteer Fire Department is 
grateful for the continued loyalty 
and support our community has 
given us through the years, and 
realize it is this support that 
made 75 years of service to our 
community possible.”

This year’s letter to the 
community notes that, at 
present, the department have 
a very real concern about 
昀椀nding individuals interested in 
becoming volunteer 昀椀re昀椀ghters 
with the department.

“This in itself has caused 
stress and more work on the 
volunteers we have today,” the 
letter states. 

Since the last letter went 
out, the department has gained 
a new tanker truck through 
Pulaski County, which replaced 
its old department-built tanker 
truck. The old tanker was a 
project started back in 1989 
by the members using an old 
milk truck and used truck and 
chassis.

The new tanker is a 2021 
model and is equipped with a 
1250 gallon per minute pump, 
additional hose trays and 
compartments to carry more 
equipment.

More improvements are 
planned at the department and 
listed in the letter, including 
replacing pagers, extrication 
gear, structure 昀椀re gear, 
supplying equipment for the 
new tanker and various other 
pieces of equipment that “have 
just worn out.”

“For the reasons above, as 
well as the cost of continual 
upgrading and maintenance of 
existing equipment, responding 
to an increasing number of 
calls and normal everyday 
operations, we are asking for 
your support again,” the letter 
states.

Fairlawn
Continued From Page A1

Mike Williams/Patriot Publishing

2023 marked the department’s 75th anniversary.

Study: RU’s economic 
impact huge for Va., area
From Radford University

RADFORD - In a testament 
to its unwavering commitment 
to the commonwealth, Radford 
University emerges as an 
economic engine, signi昀椀cantly 
in昀氀uencing local, regional and 
state economies, according to 
a new economic impact study. 
The independent study found 
the university contributed 
substantially to its region of 
impact and beyond.

The total economic impact 
of Radford University on the 
Commonwealth of Virginia 
was a staggering $421.7 million 
in FY2022, with $390 million 
remaining within the region.

President Bret Danilowicz 
expressed his enthusiasm 
recently about the university’s 
economic impact. “Public 
institutions like Radford 
University enhance 昀椀nancial 
health not just for their 
students or alumni, but for all 
Virginians. We are proud of 
the economic impact Radford 
has on Southwest Virginia and 
the entire commonwealth. As 
we use this study to understand 
our strengths and guide future 
strategies, we expect that great 
outcomes are on the horizon.”

This impact is derived from 
direct expenditures for goods 
and services by the university, 

its faculty, sta昀昀, students and 
visitors, along with the indirect 
and induced impacts of those 
dollars being re-spent in the 
state and regional economies. 
For every $1 allocated to 
Radford University in FY2022, 
the university returned an 
impressive $6.35 in economic 
impact to the statewide 
economy. When factoring in the 
human capital improvements to 
FY2022 graduates, that bene昀椀t 
increased almost four times to 
$23.80.

“As a regional comprehensive 
university and an anchor 
institution, we believe it is 
our responsibility to create 
pathways to economic mobility 
and contribute to the well-
being of our community,” said 
Angela Joyner, Vice President 
of Economic Development 

and Corporate Education. 
“This study demonstrates our 
continued commitment to 
economic development.”

Among the key 昀椀ndings, 
Radford University’s impact 
includes:

The university’s employment 
impact totaled 5,561 jobs in 
the Commonwealth. These 
jobs included not only direct 
employment by the university 
(1,574 jobs), but also jobs that 
were stimulated in Virginia 
through spending by the 
institution and its employees, 
students, and visitors (3,987 
jobs).

Radford University students 
played a pivotal role, injecting 
an estimated $85.7 million 
into the statewide economy 
in FY2022, with a substantial 

See RADFORD, page A3
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Pulaski County Public Schools and Pulaski County High School is pleased to announce our November Senior of the Month, Sydney 
Proctor.  Sydney is the daughter of Autumn Duncan and Scott Proctor of Pulaski.  Sydney’s nominating teacher said “Sydney has 
shown consistently strong leadership and work ethic throughout this year’s performance season.  From the moment she was named 
captain of the color guard, Sydney has gone above and beyond the call of duty to choreograph routines and to o昀昀er help to any students 
who need assistance.  While doing all of this, Sydney also has a positive attitude and continues to strive for excellence not only in 
her extracurricular activities but also in her academics. Sydney is an excellent role model for the underclassman and brings energy, 
positivity, and attention to detail to everything she does.  I have no doubt that she will continue to shine in college and beyond.” Upon 
graduating, Sydney hopes to attend a four year college pursuing a career in healthcare administration or radiology.  Sydney has recently 
discovered her love of band particularly percussion, tapping out rhythms everywhere she goes.  In her free time, Sydney enjoys reading 
and spending time with friends and family.  

Pulaski County Senior of the Month
William Paine/Patriot Publishing

94% of spending occurring 
within the region. Additionally, 
students dedicated over 7,600 
hours annually to community 
service, resulting in an 
estimated volunteerism impact 
of $229,109.

Visitors to the university 
made a signi昀椀cant contribution, 
infusing approximately $7.1 
million into the regional 
economy in FY2022 through 
local spending on lodging, food 
and beverage, retail shopping 
and recreation.

Highlighting the enduring 
impact of a Radford University 
education, Highlander alumni 
are estimated to contribute a 
substantial $2.2 billion annually 
to the Virginia economy 
through consumer spending. 
Impressively, 70% of Radford 
University alumni reside in 
Virginia.

More than 2,000 individuals 
graduated with a degree from 
Radford University in FY2022, 
enhancing their earning 
potential in the job market. The 
human capital improvement of 
these graduates is estimated to 
bring an extraordinary $1.16 
billion in additional income to 
the Virginia economy over the 
course of their careers.

“The study highlights the 
many ways in which the 
university contributes to 
local, regional, and statewide 
economies,” said Charlie 
Jewell, Director of Economic 
Development and Community 
Engagement. “The university 
is committed to being an 
engaged economic development 
partner and we look forward to 
identifying new and creative 
ways to expand our impact in 
partnership with businesses, 
governmental entities, and 
nonpro昀椀ts.”

The Radford University 
Division of Economic 
Development and Corporate 
Education contracted with the 
New River Valley Regional 
Commission to produce the 
2022 Economic Impact Study. 
The New River Valley Regional 
Commission developed the 
study utilizing IMPLAN 
software, an economic data, 
analytics and modeling tool that 
is widely used in estimating 
economic impacts.

Radford
Continued From Page A2

JMU 
announces 
fall 2023 
President’s List

HARRISONBURG, VA -- 
James Madison University is 
pleased to announce that the 
following students made the 
president’s list for the fall 2023 
semester.

Molly Cox of Draper who is 
majoring in Biology - BS.

Ragan Hale of Radford who is 
majoring in Nursing - BSN.

Founded in 1908, James 
Madison University is a public 
university located in Virginia’s 
Shenandoah Valley. JMU is one 
of the nation’s leading lights in 
higher education, where students 
enjoy engaging relationships 
with world-class faculty who 
drive education innovation and 
support advanced research. 
With state-of-the art amenities 
and facilities, students have 
access to NCAA Division 1 
athletics. JMU also has the 
highest post-graduation job 
levels of all Virginia colleges.

SNHU lists fall 2023 
President’s List

MANCHESTER, NH -- It is 
with great pleasure that Southern 
New Hampshire University 
(SNHU) congratulates the 
following students on being 
named to the Fall 2023 President’s 
List. The fall terms run from 
September to December.

Full-time undergraduate 
students who have earned a 
minimum grade-point average of 
3.700 and above for the reporting 
term are named to the President’s 
List. Full-time status is achieved 
by earning 12 credits over each 
16-week term or paired 8-week 
terms grouped in fall, winter/
spring, and summer.

Sherif Mahmoud of Radford
Travis Farmer of Pulaski
Southern New Hampshire 

University (SNHU) is a private, 
nonpro昀椀t institution with a 91-year 
history of educating traditional-
aged students and working adults. 
Now serving more than 225,000 
learners worldwide, SNHU o昀昀ers 
approximately 200 accredited 
programs.
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OBITUARIES

JAMES ROBERT 
JANKOWSKI 

James Robert Jankowski, 
age 78 of Pulaski passed away 
Monday, January 29, 2024 at 
his home with his family. Born 
August 18, 1945 in Annapolis, 
Maryland he was the son 
of the late Thomas & Alice 
Casey Jankowski. He was also 
preceded in death by his brother, 
Thomas Joseph Jankowski and 
sister, Jean Jankowski Servais.

James was a veteran of the 
United States Navy.

He is survived by his
Wife – Linda Kathryn 

Glidewell – Pulaski
Children – Lisa Jankowski 

(Christopher) Monette – 
Chesapeake, VA, James C. 
(Melissa McKain) Jankowski – 
Park City, UT, Alexa Jankowski 
(Mark) Williams – VA Beach

Grandchildren – Justice Kent 
Williams, James Jankowski II, 
Emily Anne Jankowski, Reed 
Jankowski Williams, Danielle 
Grace Jankowski, Abigail 
Casey Williams

Children’s Mother – Natalie 
Jankowski Bigio – Chesapeake, 
VA

Funeral services will be 
held at 12:00 noon – Friday, 
February 2, 2024 at the Bower 
Funeral Home-Chapel, Pulaski. 
Interment will follow at the 
Southwest Virginia Veterans 
Cemetery, Dublin.

The family will receive 
friends one hour before 
service time Friday at the 
Funeral Home. To sign James’s 
online guestbook, visit www.
bowerfuneralhome.com - 
Bower Funeral Homes, Pulaski 
is handling the arrangements for 
the family.

“He will wipe every tear from 
their eyes, and there will be no 
more death or sorrow or crying 
or pain. All these things are gone 
forever.” 

– Revelation 21:4
TERRESSA ANN SMITH 
Terressa Ann Smith, 

“a昀昀ectionately known as 
Looney” 64 of Pulaski passed 
away Sunday, January 14, 2024 
unexpectedly. Born August 10, 
1959 in Pulaski County, she was 
the daughter of the late Doris 
Ann Webb Holt and Edward Lee 
Callahan. She is also preceded 
in death by her husband, Fred 
Pearson, sons, Lamount Smith, 
Marcus Hickman, grandson, Sean 
Spencer, grandmother, Margaret 
Thompson and most recently by 
her brother, Christopher “Fig” 
Smith.

Looney enjoyed life, her style of 
dress and most of all, enjoyed her 
family.  She never met a stranger 
and was known as Auntie to most. 
She loved fruits and vegetables.

Leaving to cherish her memory
Daughters – Tonya Danielle 

(Gary Turner) Smith – Statesville 
- NC, Ieshia D. (Moses) Saunders 
– Pulaski

Grandchildren - Shabazz 
Lovette – Statesville - NC, Special 
Grandson – Hesus Hickman 
- Pulaski, Chauncey Spencer 
– Pulaski and granddaughter, 
McKynna Epperly – of Pulaski

Brothers - Edward Smith, 
Walter Smith – Pulaski, Edward 
L. Callahan, Jr. – Stamford, CT

Sisters – Veronica Callahan, 
Angela Callahan and Benita 
Callahan – all of Stamford, CT

Aunts – Victoria (Troy) Ru昀昀 
– Pulaski, Felicia (William) 
Matthews – Austin, TX, Nancy 
Bell – Greensboro, NC, Katherine 
Brown – Winston Salem, NC

Uncles – Neil Thompson – 
Pulaski, Leon (Virginia) Callahan 
– Winston Salem, NC

Nieces – Tamera Smith, Kiara 
Phillips and Latilia Calfee

Nephews – Dorian Hendricks, 
Chris Calfee and Antwyn Calfee

A host of other relatives and 
friends

Funeral services will be held 
at 3:00 PM – Sunday, February 
4, 2024 at the Bower Funeral 
Home-Chapel, Pulaski. The 
family will receive friends one 
hour before service time Sunday 
at the Funeral Home. To sign 
Looney’s online guestbook, visit 
www.bowerfuneralhome.com - 
Bower Funeral Homes, Pulaski is 
handling the arrangements for the 
family.

 Do Not Stand At My Grave 
And Weep

Do not stand at my grave and 
weep;

I am not there. I do not sleep.
I am a thousand winds that 

blow.
I am the diamond glints on 

snow.
I am the sunlight on ripened 

grain.
I am the gentle autumn rain.

WILLIAM DOUGLAS 
“DOUG” MCPEAKE 

July 8, 1938
January 29, 2024

William Douglas “Doug” 
McPeake, 85, of Radford, 
passed away on Monday, 
January 29, 2024. Doug spent 
19 years as an inspector with 
the State Highway Department 
as well as owning and operating 
Dandy Discount and Rustic 
Village Mobile Home Park. In 
his earlier years, he enjoyed 
racing boats which led to a love 
of being at Claytor Lake, as well 
as car racing and hunting. He 
was preceded in death by his 
parents, Raymond and Juanita 
McPeake.

Survivors include his loving 
wife, Sylvia “Sibby” McPeake; 
Sons, Timothy McPeake 
(Janet) and Je昀昀rey McPeake; 
Grandchildren, Zachary 
McPeake (Lindsay), Lauren 
McPeake, Erin McPeake (Tyler) 
and Carlie McPeake; Great 
Grandchildren, Isaiah and Ivy 
McPeake; and numerous other 
family members and friends.

The family will receive 
friends from 10 a.m. until 12 p.m. 
on Monday, February 5, 2024, 
at the Fairlawn Presbyterian 
Church in Fairlawn. Funeral 
services will begin at 12 p.m. 
with Pastor Allison Unroe 
o昀케ciating. Interment with full 
military honors will be at the 
Southwest Virginia Veterans 
Cemetery in Dublin on Tuesday, 
February 6, 2024, at 11:00 a.m.

In lieu of 昀氀owers, the family 
requests that donations be made 
to the Fairlawn Presbyterian 
Church, 6900 Pulaski Ave., 
Fairlawn, Va. 24141.

The McPeake family is in the 
care of Mullins Funeral Home 
& Crematory in Radford. www.
mullinsfuneralhome.com

MARY LYNN AKERS 
HUTTON 

Mary Lynn Akers Hutton, 
83 from Dublin, went to her 
Heavenly home January 28, 
2024. She was preceded in 
death by her parents, Irvin 
Akers and Margaret Morehead 
Akers, two brothers and sisters-
in-law, V. Irvin Akers (Frances) 
and George Akers (Mary Jane) 
and a great nephew, Cody Frye.

 She is survived by her loving 
husband of 64 years, Ernest 
“Junior”, daughter and son-
in-law Lisa (Luther “Widdie”) 
Barnette and loyal friend and 
“granddog”, Darby of Dublin, 
VA, son and daughter-in-law 
Ernest “Tad” (Delta), two 
grandchildren that were the 
light of her life, Cole and Saige 
of Dublin, four nieces, Debra 
(Jerry) Glodek of Severn, MD, 
Sherrie Akers of Pasadena, 
MD, Becky (Allen) Dean and 
Donna Akers of Dublin, great 
nieces and nephews, Joshua 
(Ayaka) Glodek and Jeremy 
Glodek, Travis and Jessie 
Greer, all of Maryland, Jessee 
(Brooke) Dean of Blue昀椀eld, 
VA, Joshua Seacrest of Dublin 
and Casey (Scott) Hamblin of 
Christiansburg, VA.

 Mary Lynn loved the Lord, 
life, her husband, family and 
friends. She was a lifelong 
member of the Mt. View United 
Methodist Church and truly 
loved her church family. Before 
her illness she was always very 
active in the church.

 In her younger years she 
attended Dublin High School 
where she enjoyed being a 
cheerleader, attending ball 
games, sock hops and spending 
time with friends. She was 
always cheerful and had a 
beautiful smile.

 She married Ernest on July 
18, 1959. She was a wonderful 
wife, mother and grandmother. 
She was always supportive and 
helpful in whatever they had a 
love and passion for.

 The family would like to 
thank all of her care givers 
during her long illness. Her 
husband, who went above and 
beyond to make sure she had 
the best care and everything 
she needed. Sarah Bishop, 
Kelly Sweeney and Kayla 
Hall at Carilion Hospice 
Care for their care, love and 
compassion. To her nieces, 
Beck Dean and Donna Akers 
for always bringing her favorite 
foods and goodies and staying 
with her when we had to be 
gone. She considered you her 
daughters and loved you dearly. 
The family also thanks all her 
friends that came to see her and 
check on her.

 Funeral services were held 
Wednesday, January 31, 2024 at 
the Mt. View United Methodist 
Church, Dublin with Pastor 
Darlene Marshall o昀케ciating.

 Interment followed at the 

ROBERT ALFRED 
HUDSON, JR. 

Robert Alfred Hudson, Jr., 
of Blacksburg, VA, formerly 
of Pulaski, VA, passed away 
peacefully in his home on 
Thursday, January 25, 2024, at 
the age of 80 under hospice care.  
Born on February 22, 1943, to 
Robert “Bus” A. Hudson, Sr. and 
Thelma H. Hudson of Pulaski, 
VA.  Robert is survived by his 
loving wife of 54 years, Beverly 
W. Hudson; his sister Patricia 
Hudson Richards and brother-
in-law James Richards of 
Pulaski, VA; his three children, 
Robert “Robby” A. Hudson, 
III and daughter-in-law Karen 
Scott Hudson of Blacksburg, 
VA, Kimberly Lynn Hudson 
Byrd and son-in-law Cory Scott 
Byrd of Blacksburg, VA, and 
Elizabeth Amy Hudson Stanger 
and son-in-law Jason Merle 
Stanger of Christiansburg, VA; 
four grandsons, John Robert 
Hudson, Scott Allen Hudson, 
Caden Wyatt Byrd, and 
Aiden Gage Stanger; brother-
in-law R. Mark Wolfe and 
niece Kaitlyn Nicole Wolfe of 
Stewartstown, PA; niece Ashley 
Wallace Borders and family of 
Mechanicsville, VA; and many 
beloved extended family and 
friends.

Robert was predeceased 
by his parents; sister Peggy 
H. Rorrer and brother-in-law 
Kenneth R. Rorrer of Pulaski, 
VA; sister Carolyn H. Wallace 
and brother-in-law John C. 
Wallace of Glen Allen, VA; and 
nephew Brandon M. Wolfe of 
Stewartstown, PA.

Robert grew up in Pulaski, 
VA.  He was a member of 
the local Boy Scout Troop 
earning his Eagle Scout 
badge before graduating from 
Pulaski High School in 1961 
and East Tennessee State 
University in 1965.  Robert 
joined the Marine Corps in 
1966 and served in Vietnam 
being honorably discharged 
as a highly decorated Captain 
in 1973.  Robert returned to 
Pulaski in 1970 and entered into 
the automobile business where 
he served the community for 
over 32 years as the owner and 
operator of Hudson Automotive 
Group.  He was an avid 
supporter of local youth and 
high school activities, Virginia 
Tech and East Tennessee State 
University athletics, a member 
of the Virginia Tech Ut Prosim 
Society, and volunteered 
on many local boards and 
associations.

A Graveside Service was held 
Wednesday, January 31, 2024, at 
Oakwood Cemetery in Pulaski, 
VA followed by a Memorial 
Service and reception at 
Centennial Christian Church in 
McCoy, VA o昀케ciated by Pastor 
Todd Millsaps.  Condolences 
may be expressed to the family 
at www.mccoyfuneralhome.
com.

In lieu of 昀氀owers and 
food, please make donations 
in Robert’s memory to the 
Tunnel to Towers Foundation, 
Wounded Warrior Project, 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
Fund – Founders of the Wall, or 
Boy Scouts of America.

The Hudson family sends a 
special thank you to the many 
family and friends, and Gentiva 
Hospice Care for their support.

Arrangements by McCoy 
Funeral Home in Blacksburg, 
VA (540) 552-3211.

See SMITH, page A5
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TIMOTHY WAYNE ALLEY

A memorial to our classmate 
and friend, Timothy Wayne 
Alley.

In February of 2023, he passed 
from this life to a place where 
time has no boundaries and there 
is no more pain. In recent years, 
his physical aches and pains kept 
him from getting out and doing 
the things he loved including 
helping others where he could.

From the 昀椀rst time you met 
him, you knew Tim loved to play 
basketball. For many years, he was 
an ardent Boston Celtic fan. Tim 
played on the local community 
basketball teams and later 
coached teams in the recreational 
league for several years. In high 
school, we remember him on the 
track and cross-country teams. 
He loved art and helped with the 
school newspaper. He enjoyed 
playing softball with the Dublin 
United Methodist church.

Tim worked in construction 
where his skills often required 
trips out of town for remodeling 
and painting.

Tim loved several types of 

music – artists including Willie 
Nelson, Boz Scaggs, Bob Segar 
and many others. Whether he 
was indoors or outdoors, play it 
proudly and played it loudly!

After many of his high school 
friends moved away, Tim stayed 
in the area, married, and had a 
son, Michael.

Michael recalls his dad 
spending time as a local Boy 

See ALLEYS, page A5
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Phone: (540) 980-2600
815 Randolph Avenue, Pulaski, VA 24301

www.stevensfuneralhomepulaski.com
Owned by the Norris Family

Norris - Stevens Funeral HomeNorris - Stevens Funeral Home

Why Pay More For Less?
Our Prices Can Save You Up To $1,000 

On A Traditional Funeral Service.
Pre-Planning Options Available

Town of Pulaski
Arts Funding

The Town of Pulaski, Va. is eligible to receive $4500 from the
Virginia Commission for the Arts each 昀椀scal year which has
traditionally been matched with the local funding to assist

local arts organizations with programing activities.

If your organization is interested in being considered for this 
funding in Fiscal Year 2025, please contact: 

Jackie Morris, Finance Director, 
at 540-994-8640 or email jmmorris@pulaskitown.org 

for more information.

The deadline for applications is February 16, 2024.

When you awaken in the 
morning’s hush

I am the swift uplifting rush
Of quiet birds in circled 昀氀ight.
I am the soft stars that shine at 

night.
Do not stand at my grave and 

cry;
I am not there.
I did not die.

 -Clare Garner

Smith
Continued From Page A4

Mt. View UMC Cemetery, 
Dublin. To sign Mary Lynn’s 
online guestbook, visit www.
bowerfuneralhome.com

 Bower Funeral Homes, 
Pulaski is handling the 
arrangements for the family.

Hutton
Continued From Page A4

Scout leader for several years. 
In everyday conversations, Tim 
didn’t miss a chance to remind 
you of how proud he was of those 
young boys who were growing 
up and becoming young men to 
respect and be sound citizens of 
their community.

We will miss the quick wit, 
appetite for adventure and his 
laughter as Tim would call 
everyone by their nick name. 
Patches was his favorite dog- no 
doubt. We will miss you. Rest in 
peace, Tim.

Alley
Continued From Page A4

DENVER B. MCMILLAN 
Denver B. McMillan passed 

on to his eternal home on 
January 14, 2023, in Roswell, 
Chaves County, New Mexico.

He was born September 9, 
1941, in Gunton Park, Wythe 
County, Virginia, son of Retta 
Plumer Jones and Harley Otis 
McMillan.  He grew up in and 
lived in Pulaski, VA until his 
retirement.  From an early age 
he began working—昀椀rst as a 
“Southwest Times” newspaper 
carrier and as dishwasher at 
the Maple Shade Inn.  Soon 
he was promoted to night 
clerk and telegraph operator 
at Hotel Pulaski where he 
met many travelers with great 
stories.  He worked at Je昀昀erson 
Yarn Mills for many years; at 
Cavalier Supply Company; 
for VA Department of Game 
and Inland Fisheries as a 
creel check at Claytor Lake.  
He retired from Wolverine  
Manufacturing Industries 
in Christiansburg, VA.  He 
served 23 years in Virginia 
Army National Guard 1 Bn 
116 Inf, 29 Inf Div (Light) 
also known as the Stonewall 
Brigade.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents and brothers: 
infant Bruce, Norman, Ted 
and Clyde McMillan.

He is survived by his wife 
of 59 years, Bettie Sherwood 
McMillan, Roswell NM; 
daughter Jane Elizabeth 
McMillan M.D. and wife 
Katrina Dowdy CNM, 
Roswell, NM; son Seth 
Benjamin McMillan and 
husband Jason John Storm, 
Richmond, VA;  sister Dr. 
Barbara Chrisley and husband 
Bill, Dublin VA.  Also sisters in 
law:  Sue McMillan, Lexington 
KY; Betty T McMillan, 
Pulaski VA; Linda Byrd, 
Galax VA.; sister-in-law and 
brother-in-law Mary and Ben 
Castellow, Windsor NC.  He 
is also survived by nephews, 
nieces, grandnephews and 
grandnieces.

His wish to be cremated 
will be honored.  A committal 
service will be held at a later 
date.

SADIE BOLTON 
HILLMAN 

Sadie Bolton Hillman, age 
98 of Pulaski, died Wednesday 
morning, January 24, 2024, at 
Carilion Roanoke Memorial 
Hospital.  She was born in 
Princeton, West Virginia, on 
October 31, 1925, and was the 
daughter of the late Josephine 
Elvira Lambert Bolton and the 
late Charles H. Bolton.  She was 
a member of the First United 
Methodist Church in Pulaski, 
where she was a former member 
of the Friendly Bible Class and 
served in various positions 
within the church.

 In addition to her parents, 
she was preceded in death by 
her husband, Joseph Caudle, 
Hillman: four brothers; John, 
Earl, Robert, and Paul, and 
three sisters; Mary Marshall, 
Bessie Moore, and Ethel Bolton:  
daughter-in-law, Libby Vansant.

 She is survived by two 
sons:  Richard C. Osborne of 
Radford, Joseph Hillman, Jr. of 
Wytheville and several nieces 
and nephews.

 Funeral services were held on 
Tuesday, January 30, 2024, at the 
First United Methodist Church 
with the Rev. Josh Kilbourne 
o昀케ciating.  Entombment 
followed at Highland Memory 
Gardens, Dublin.  Mrs. Hillman 
would like to thank caregivers 
who were there for her when 
she needed the most assistance:  
Sharon Smith, Brenda Conner, 
and Inez Tracy.

 Online condolences may be 
sent to the family by visiting 
w w w. s e a g le f u ne r a l home.
com  Arrangements by Seagle 
Funeral Home, Pulaski.  540-
980-1700

Citizens Telephone Cooperative
celebrates 110 years of connections

2024 marks a milestone in the 
history of Citizens Telephone 
Cooperative by celebrating 110 
years of creating connections. 
Tracing the roots back to 1914 
with a handful of employees, 
the Cooperative has grown 
from a local telephone company 
to a technology leader o昀昀ering 
voice, video, and data services 
with over 70 employees.

Citizens now operates a 
448-mile regional open access 
昀椀ber network that spans 10 
counties, 10 towns, and 3 cities 
in Southwestern Virginia; 
including 15 industrial parks. 

Along this network,  Citizens  
provides  wholesale transport 
and Internet bandwidth to a 
variety of service providers 
and access to 昀椀rst responders, 

educational institutions, and 
medical facilities.

The community is invited to 
stop by Citizens on Wednesday, 
February 28th between 8 am 
and 5 pm for refreshments. The 
o昀케ce is located at 220 Webbs 
Mill Road in Floyd.  “It’s our 
birthday, but you get the gift,” 
states Donna Smith, CEO & 
General Manager of Citizens. 
“Come celebrate with us.”

Citizens is currently in the 
昀椀nal construction phase of a six-
year, multi-million dollar 昀椀ber 
expansion to deliver gigabit 
speeds to homes in Floyd 

County. Later this year, the 
company plans to commemorate 
the completion of the FTTH 
(Fiber to the Home) project with 
a community event.

For more information, visit 
www.citizens.coop or call 
540.745.2111. 

Citizens is a member-
owned Cooperative providing 
telephone, Internet, and 
TV to Floyd County and 
surrounding communities and 
o昀昀ers symmetrical Ethernet 
and hosted phone service for 
businesses. 

Austin: Never told sta昀昀 to 
keep White House in dark

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Defense Secretary Lloyd 
Austin said Thursday he never 
directed anyone on his sta昀昀 not 
to tell the White House he’d 
been hospitalized and takes 
full responsibility for keeping 
President Joe Biden in the 
dark for weeks that he’d been 
diagnosed with prostate cancer.

“We did not handle this right 
and I did not handle this right. 
I should have told the president 
about my cancer diagnosis. I 
take full responsibility,” Austin 
said.

“The news shook me,” 
Austin, 70, said when he 昀椀rst 
got the diagnosis. “Frankly 
my 昀椀rst instinct was to keep it 
private.”

Speaking to reporters in the 
Pentagon brie昀椀ng room, Austin 
provided his most extensive 
comments to date on the 
secrecy surrounding his cancer 
diagnosis and struggles with 
complications since his surgery 
on Dec. 22. It was the 昀椀rst time 
he had answered questions 

from reporters since being 
rushed back to the hospital on 
Jan. 1.

“I never directed anyone to 
keep my January hospitalization 
from the White House,” Austin 
said.

Known as a very private 
person, Austin appeared calm 
as he 昀椀elded a barrage of 
questions about his health and 
why he failed to inform the 
president and other key leaders 
about his hospitalizations until 
days after he was admitted to 
intensive care.

His lack of disclosure 
prompted changes in federal 
guidelines and triggered an 
internal Pentagon review and 
an inspector general review into 
his department’s noti昀椀cation 
procedures. Both reviews 
are ongoing, and members 
of Congress have called for 
hearings on the matter.

Austin was diagnosed 
with prostate cancer early in 
December and had surgery 
on Dec. 22. On Jan. 1, he 

was taken by ambulance 
to Walter Reed National 
Military Medical Center after 
experiencing extreme pain 
due to complications from the 
surgery and was admitted to 
the intensive care unit.

He transferred decision-
making authorities to Deputy 
Defense Secretary Kathleen 
Hicks, but did not tell her 
why. And he did not tell Biden 
and other top o昀케cials about 
his diagnosis, his surgery or 
hospitalization until several 
days after was was in the ICU.

Asked about the matter 
earlier in January, Biden said 
it was a lapse in judgment for 
Austin not to tell him about 
his hospitalization, but he said 
he still has con昀椀dence in his 
Pentagon chief.

Austin, who worked from 
home for two weeks after his 
release from the hospital Jan. 
15, returned to work in the 
Pentagon on Monday. He had 
not been in the building since 
Dec. 21.

Underscoring the secrecy 
surrounding Austin’s hospital 
visit, one of his aides asked 昀椀rst 
responders to avoid using lights 
and sirens when requesting 
an ambulance be sent to the 
secretary’s northern Virginia 
home on Jan. 1.

Are dogs really happy in cold
DEAR PAW’S CORNER: 

While walking along the local 
riverway this frosty weekend, 
I noticed at least three people 
whose dogs were under-
equipped for the cold. One 
dog wore an insulated vest but 
no booties; the other two dogs 
wore no cold protection at all. 
Why do so many owners ignore 
their dogs’ comfort and safety 
this way? -- Harold in New 
Hampshire

DEAR HAROLD: 
Unfortunately, not every dog 
owner knows that it’s up to 
them to protect their pets from 
cold-weather hazards. Most 
dogs won’t ask for a sweater 
vest, and I’ve yet to meet one 
that didn’t hate booties. I know 
quite a few dogs that just won’t 
tolerate booties.

Many owners do know their 
dogs’ limits in the cold, however. 
They check the temperature 
before going outside and survey 

the sidewalk or trail they’re on 
for hazards like ice chunks, salt 
or glazing. They limit the time 
spent outdoors so their dog’s 
core temperature doesn’t drop. 
They monitor their dogs to 
make sure they’re not shivering 
or in pain, and that their paws 
aren’t getting frostbitten. And 
they carefully wipe and check 
their dogs’ paws as soon as they 
get back indoors.

How do you, an observer, 
make sure that an owner is 
following these guidelines? 
Confronting owners is not 

advisable. You may be able to 
strike up a casual conversation 
on the path, and ask how their 
dog tolerates the cold weather. 
But don’t preach at them. In my 
experience, owners who take 
the time to walk their dogs on 
a leash in freezing weather do 
care about their health and keep 
an eye on them in the cold. 
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EDITORIAL
Sweden Set to 
Join NATO

The Kingdom of Sweden was a great power in 
Europe, controlling much of the Baltic region 
during the 17th and early 18th centuries. 

 Its decline was marked by Sweden’s loss at the 
Battle of Poltava. In July 1709, King Charles XII 
and the Swedish army lost to a superior Russian 
force. 

 The Battle of Poltava was Sweden’s greatest 
military disaster and began the rise of Russia as a 
European power.

 The Russian Empire continued to expand 
over the next 200 years and during World War I, 
communists took over the country and formed the 

Soviet Union. 
 After World 

War II it was 
clear the Soviet 
Union was 
going to attempt 
to continue to 
expand their 
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Delegate
Jason Ballard

42nd District

Good News and Bad
As the 2024 General Assembly 

session continues forward at a rapid 
pace, more of my legislation has received 
subcommittee and committee hearings.  
Some of my bills have been defeated 
early in the legislative process, which 
is something Republicans are coming 
to terms with as being in the minority 
in legislature controlled by Democrats.  
However, I was particularly surprised at 
the defeat of House Bill 302, which was 
a commonsense measure supported by 
昀椀rearm enthusiasts and 昀椀rearms skeptics 
alike.

HB 302 would have simply extended 
a popular tax credit on gun safes 
that is currently only available if 
you buy a gun safe from a Federal 
Firearms Licensed (FFL) dealer.  My 
bill would have extended that same 
tax credit to purchases made at non-
FFL business establishments, such as 
Tractor Supply Company.  Pro-2nd 
Amendment organizations such as 
the Virginia Citizens Defense League 
supported this bill due to it saving gun 
enthusiasts money when purchasing a 
new gun safe.  Perhaps unsurprisingly, 
anti-2nd Amendment activists also 
supported HB 302, because it would 
have provided a 昀椀nancial incentive 
for folks to keep their 昀椀rearms safely 
secured.  Without explanation, the 
Democrats of Subcommittee #1 in the 
House Committee on Finance voted 
to table the bill, which means it is 
e昀昀ectively dead and will not become 
law.   Democrats speak often about the 
need for commonsense 昀椀rearms safety 
legislation, and it doesn’t get much more 
commonsense than HB 302.

In better news, I’m very happy to 
report that my House Bill 292 received 
a unanimous “yes” vote in the  Criminal 
Subcommittee of the House Committee 
for Courts of Justice.  It will now advance 
to the full Courts of Justice Committee, 

where I expect it will receive continued 
favorable attention.  HB 292 simply 
changes the name of “Drug Treatment 
Courts” to “Recovery Courts,” but the 
outcome of such a change goes much 
farther than this simplicity implies.  
Joining me to testify in favor of this bill 
were several graduates of one of our 
region’s Drug Treatment Courts, who 
through their own internal discussions 
about the stigma of drug abuse, came up 
with the idea to rename these specialty 
dockets.  It was plain to see that focusing 
on the word “recovery” had a profound 
impact on their successful graduation 
and sustained sobriety, and I was moved 
by their testimony.  As our region – and 
the Commonwealth at large – continues 
to deal with the e昀昀ects of the opioid 
epidemic, we must continue to support 
any tool or method that can break the 
chain of addiction.  I’m proud to see this 
e昀昀ort move forward, and I thank Giles 
County Administrator Chris McKlarney 
and his team for making the 4-hour trip to 
Richmond to support this initiative.

Stay tuned for next week’s update, 
where I’ll have more to say on my 
legislation as well as Virginia Democrat’s 
attempts to pass anti-business and anti-
2nd Amendment bills.  As always, please 
feel free to share your opinions on any 
upcoming legislation of interest to you 
with my o昀케ce!

As the Delegate representing the 42nd 
House District in the Virginia General 

Jack Smith is a threat to 
American democracy. 

He is blatantly seeking, as 
a prosecutor, to in昀氀uence the 
outcome of the 2024 election. 
This is not his role and, in fact, 
is against Justice Department 
guidelines. If Smith succeeds, 
the consequences will be long-
lasting -- the special counsel will 
have delivered a devastating blow 
to the legitimacy of our electoral 
system, in the name of defending 
it. 

Donald Trump and his allies 
were able to fashion a narrative 
of a rigged election in 2020 with 
much less material than Jack 
Smith is now going to give them 
in 2024. 

He clearly is not playing it 
straight, and is not proceeding at 
anything like a normal pace. Fairly 
routine Jan. 6 cases have taken 
longer to get from indictment to 
trial. There is no reason that the 
question of criminal immunity -- a 
big, consequential question never 
taken up directly by the Supreme 
Court -- needs to be decided with 
lightning-quick rapidity. 

Of course, Smith has to worry 
that Trump will get elected 
again and, as president, squash 
the case. This was a foreseeable 
eventuality, though, and the 
Justice Department could have 
addressed it by indicting Trump 
years ago. It didn’t only recently 
emerge, after all, that Trump gave 
a speech on Jan. 6 to a crowd that 
went on to storm the U.S. Capitol. 

Once the timing of the case 
pushed hard up against a national 
election in which Trump was 
likely to run, forbearance would 
have been the proper and public-
spirited course.

Trump didn’t shoot someone 
on Fifth Avenue. He engaged 
in unworthy and impeachable 
acts, but nothing that is 
straightforwardly criminal. 
There was no reason that this 
absolutely had to be prosecuted 
no matter what; at best, the case is 
discretionary. 

But in昀氀uencing the outcome of 
the election is clearly a feature, not 
a bug, for Smith and his minders. 

There is no way President 
Biden, Merrick Garland, Jack 
Smith and Judge Tanya Chutkan 
would be going down this route if 
they thought doing so would help 
Donald Trump become president 
again. But nearly everyone 
assumes that a conviction would, 
at a minimum, hurt Trump’s 
chances and perhaps destroy 
them. 

The posture of the Biden 
administration is, basically, it’d 
be really awful if Republicans 
supported a felon for president, 
and, by the way, we are going to 
move heaven and earth to make 
your likely candidate a felon.

Democrats fear losing the 
election but apparently haven’t 
thought about what it would mean 
to win this way, or maybe they 
just don’t care. 

Now, if he loses, Trump won’t 
accept the result, even if it is 
a strictly by-the-books a昀昀air, 
and his rhetoric will be angry 
and irresponsible. But after a 
conviction and a 2024 loss, Trump 
would have legitimate reason to 
complain -- to wit, he was targeted 
in a politicized prosecution that 
succeeded in its goal of taking 
him down in a national election.

Smith’s prosecution would be 
much more consequential than, 
say, how Twitter handled the 
Hunter Biden laptop story prior to 
the election in 2020. 

Imagine if, because Chutkan 
has to wait on a Supreme Court 
ruling on obstruction, the trial 
doesn’t start until July or August, 

empire and control over puppet governments. To 
counter that, many countries in Europe and the 
United States formed the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO). 

Once the Soviet Union collapsed in the early 
1990s, many countries in Eastern Europe (Estonia 
to Bulgaria) joined NATO in an e昀昀ort to prevent 
future Soviet (now Russian) control.

Following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in 
February of 2022, both Finland and Sweden 
formally submitted applications for membership to 
NATO.

  In order for a new country to join NATO, each of 
the existing members must vote in favor of the new 
members. While almost all of the NATO member 
countries voted in favor of both Finland and Sweden 
in 2022, Hungary and Turkey did not. 

 Turkey initially opposed both countries joining 
NATO as they had provided support to Kurdish 
groups seeking a Kurdish homeland (deemed as 
terrorist organizations by Turkey). 

 While Finland did eventually receive approval by 
all member countries, and formally joined NATO 
in April 2023, it is taking a bit more negotiation for 
Turkey to approve Sweden’s membership.

 This included Sweden tightening their anti-
terror legislation and agreeing to work closely with 
Turkey on concerns of national security. Separately, 
the United States must also approve the sale of F-16 
昀椀ghter jets to Turkey.

 Now that Turkey’s Parliament has voted in favor 
of Sweden’s membership, the last step is for Turkey’s 
President Erdogan to sign the protocols.

 Though Hungary technically has not yet rati昀椀ed 
Sweden, Hungary’s Prime Minister released a 
statement saying the government supports Sweden’s 
membership. 

 Russia’s rhetoric towards Ukraine prior to 
invasion is very similar to Russia’s rhetoric 
regarding NATO members Latvia, Lithuania, and 
Estonia. This rhetoric creates a concern they want 
to reconquer these NATO countries and a Russian 
versus NATO war in the region would destabilize 
Scandinavia and the Baltic. 

Further the border between Poland and Lithuania, 
known as the Suwałki Gap, is another 昀氀ashpoint 
between Russia and NATO countries. While Belarus 
is to the east, there is a Russian enclave to the west 
of the Gap, the Kaliningrad Oblast, created after 
World War II when Russia took the territory from 
Germany, which formally was East Prussia. Today, 
it is heavily militarized by the Russians, including 
warships, warplanes, and nuclear weapons.

Sweden’s membership in NATO could prove to 
greatly bene昀椀t the alliance as Sweden’s military 
strength signi昀椀cantly increases NATO’s capabilities 
in Scandinavia and the Baltic.

 Sweden’s defense industry is one of Europe’s 
largest, producing some of the best defense 
equipment on the market. One example of this is the 
Saab JAS 39 Gripen, a supersonic 昀椀ghter aircraft, 
produced by Swedish aerospace and defense 
company Saab AB. The Gripen is designed to take 
o昀昀 and land on short runways and can be refueled 
and rearmed in a matter of minutes. 

 As a result, Sweden’s Air Force is one of the 
largest in Europe, which possesses at least 100 
昀椀ghter jets. These 昀椀ghter jets provide critical 
support to Army and Navy forces as they conduct 
operations in the Baltic and Arctic regions.

 Sweden’s strategic position in Northern Europe 
and powerful submarine force are also key to 
keeping waters navigable in the Baltic Sea. The 
Baltic Sea is a shared waterway with Russia, and 
it bottlenecks, limiting access to ports in eight 
countries. Sweden’s knowledge of navigating the 
Baltic Sea and their submarines which work well 
in the Sea’s shallow water, could all prove to be 
important for NATO’s future success. 

 Russia’s invasion of Ukraine brought into sharp 
focus Russia’s desire to expand far into Europe once 
again. The importance of the NATO alliance, and 
bolstering its capabilities, has become clear and 
with Sweden in the alliance, it looks to become 
stronger than ever.

 If you have questions, concerns, or comments, feel 
free to contact my o昀케ce.  You can call my Abingdon 
o昀케ce at 276-525-1405 or my Christiansburg o昀케ce at 
540-381-5671. To reach my o昀케ce via email, please 
visit my website at https://morgangri昀케th.house.
gov/. Also on my website is the latest material from 
my o昀케ce, including information on votes recently 
taken on the 昀氀oor of the House of Representatives.

One Nation
Under God

By Danielle Reid

Madison Championed 
Religious Liberties

The population in America from 
1700 to 1790 reached around 3.9 
million and by 1830’s there were 12.8 
million people living in America.  The 
deomgraphics of the Virginia colony 
began to change during the 1730’s Great 
Awakening.   Immigrants 昀氀ooded the 
shores from mostly Western European 
countries, arriving in waves depending 
on the political and social status in 
their former countries; where they were 
subject to the religious and political 
whims of their ruling class or king.  

What ever the king’s religion was, 
the people were forced to follow it 
and support it with their taxes, land, 
and sometimes servatude.  You may 
recall how King Henry left the Roman 
Catholic Church and appointed himself 
head of the Church of England.  This 
sparked the Puritan era of migration to 
America.

From 1607 to 1770’s most immigrants 
arrived seeking religious freedom 
and political liberty.  Among them 
were indentured servants, and 50,000 
convicts released from the prisons of 
England.  Many came from England, 
Germany, Ireland, Scotland, France, 
Spain and Netherlands.  They settled 
in di昀昀erent parts of the country in 
colonies, where they could worship 
and support their particular Christian 
denomination.  This meant that the 
separate colonies were each comprised 
of predominant Christian sects: 
Lutheran, Presbyterian, Anglican, 
Menonite, Moravian, Baptist, Catholic, 

Protestent, Quaker, Episcopalian, etc.  
Although most colonies had been 

established by a certain Christian 
denomination, they did not want to 
have a “national church” like the 
Church of England, telling them what 
to believe, where and how to worship, 
or being forced to contribute taxes to 
support the national church.  So, the 
various denominations petitoned their 
legislatures to ensure that all citizens 
had the right to freedom of religion and 
conscience and once again, Virginia 
became a focal point for individual 
freedoms.

By 1776 in America, after legally 
challenging the established Church of 
England, the various demonimations 
were freed from paying religious 
taxes. This was a giant step, but this 
wasn’t the total religious freedom 
they were seeking.  There were laws 
requiring preachers pay for a license to 
preach, restrictions on which Christian 
denominations could operate and where, 
昀椀nes, imprisonment and beatings for 
those who did not comply.  The Baptists 
seemed to be the object of most of the 

See NATION, page A7

See BALLARD, page A7
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and a guilty verdict comes down 
in October? Smith will have 
fashioned a classic October 
surprise. Even on the current 
timetable, sentencing easily could 
take place in October. The most 
extreme scenario, of course, is 
that they actually jail Joe Biden’s 

Lowery
Continued From Page A6

Assembly, your concerns are my 
greatest priority. If ever I may 
be of assistance to you and your 
family, please do not hesitate to 
reach out to me at DelJBallard@
House.Virginia.Gov. You can 
also follow me on Twitter @
JasonBallardVA or like my 
Facebook page, Jason Ballard for 
Delegate, to keep up to date with 
what I am doing in Richmond 
and in our community on your 
behalf.

Ballard
Continued From Page A6

opponent. 
And how do they expect any 

of this to be received by the 
roughly 47% of the country that 
would support Donald Trump in 
a rematch with Joe Biden? Are 
these people supposed to believe 
in the neutrality of Joe Biden’s 
Justice Department, even though 
that’s absurd, or simply accept 
that this is how the system works 
now? 

Exactly how this plays out this 
year is impossible to predict, but 
what’s clear is that Jack Smith has 
foolishly and unnecessarily set in 
motion a dangerous dynamic.

Rich Lowry is editor of the 
National Review.

abuses.  
James Madison and Thomas 

Je昀昀erson, among others became 
the champions of religious 
expression.  “Idealistic James 
Madison was so repulsed by 
mistreatment of the Baptists 
that he complained to his 
friend William Bradford, ‘That 
diabolical Hell conceived 
principle of persecution rages 
among some and to their eternal 
Infamy the Clergy can furnish 
their Quota of Imps for such 
business. This vexes me the 
most of any thing whatever.’”

I had read an account of 
Madison studying for the 
clergy under John Witherspoon, 
President of the (Christian 
based) College of New Jersey 
(Princeton University) but 
instead changed course to 
study Law after seeing the 
persecution of Baptist preachers 
who continued to spread the 
Gospel from the windows of 
their jail cells.  That was a 
turning point in his career and 
a blessing for every American 
whose freedoms are enumerated 
in the Constitution of the United 
States and the Bill of Rights.  

Madison is considered the 
“Father of the Constitution” 
as well as a supporter of the 
Virginia Declaration of Rights 
and the Virginia Statute for 
Religious Freedom. He is the 

Nation
Continued From Page A6

chief author of the Bill of Rights, 
and co-author with Alexander 
Hamilton and John Jay on the 
Federalist Papers.

Madison was the 昀椀rst graduate 
student from Princeton and 
completed his graduate studies 
directly with Witherspoon.  
One of Witherspoon’s chief 
beliefs was that God was the 
author of freedom, and he did 
not think that the state, which 
was administered by imperfect 
individuals, had the right to 
dictate personal religious 
beliefs.

These strong beliefs would be 
embedded in the nation’s Laws 
through the diligent work of 
Madison, Je昀昀erson and many 
other Christian patriots who 
understood that the government 
did not have the right to restrict 
religious liberty. In his desire 
to ensure religious liberty, 
Madison wrote: “all men are 
equally entitled to the full and 
free exercise of it [religion] 
accord[in]g to the dictates 
of Conscience.” His words 
stipulated a full and free exercise 
of religious liberty and not the 
mere toleration - indicating the 
free exercise of religion was 
“a natural and absolute right.” 
As such, this right would be 
o昀툀imits to the legislature, and 
thus free from its whims and 
prejudices. 

Notice of Public Hearing
By The Town of Dublin

Regarding Proposed Amendments to the 
Vehicle License Fee Provisions

of the Dublin Town Code
Pursuant to the authority granted by Virginia Code §46.2-752, the Town Council of the Town of 
Dublin, Virginia will hold a public hearing on Thursday, February 15, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. in Council 
Chambers at the Dublin Town Center, 101 Dublin Park Road, Dublin, Virginia, to consider 
adoption of an ordinance to amend Division 2 of Article III of Chapter 9 of the Dublin Town Code, 
to (1) clarify and update provisions for the Town’s vehicle license fee, (2) discontinue issuance 
of windshield decals, and (3) change the payment time for the vehicle license fee to December 
5 of each year.  The license fee for vehicles with four or more wheels will increase from $20.00 
to $25.00, and the license fee for vehicles with three or less wheels will increase from $8.00 to 
$10.00, both fee increases will begin as of this year.

All persons with questions regarding, or desiring to comment on, the proposed ordinance should 
submit their questions or comments in writing to the Dublin Town Manager prior to the hearing or 
may (and are encouraged to) appear before the Council at the above-stated time and place.

Complete copies of the proposed ordinance are available for review in the Dublin Town Treasurer’s 
o昀케ce and the Dublin Town Manager’s o昀케ce, 101 Dublin Park Road, Dublin, Virginia.

 Public Notice
EDA

Vacancies
The Town of Pulaski is Accepting Applications to Fill Two 
Vacancies on the Economic Development Authority (EDA) 

Economic Development Authority: 

The EDA is a seven-member board appointed by Town Council 
with four-year staggered terms. They work closely with the Town 
to serve the business community, encouraging, and facilitating 
existing and new commercial, retail, and residential development. 

If you are interested in applying for these positions, please contact 
Olivia C. Hale, Clerk of Council for a volunteer application form 
at 540-994-8602, by email at ohale@pulaskitown.org or online 
at pulaskitown.org. Application forms may be returned either 
electronically or to the following mailing address:

Town of Pulaski, Virginia
Attn: Clerk of Council
P.O. Box 660
Pulaski, Virginia 24301

ANNIVERSARY

64th Anniversary
Jock and Sissy Sheets of Hiwassee recently celebrated their 64th 
wedding anniversary.

producer Pace-O-Matic, which 
has given hundreds of thousands 
of dollars in campaign donations 
to legislators in recent years.

The bill would set up a 
permanent regulatory structure 
in which Virginia’s ABC 
agency, a key revenue producer 
for the state, would oversee the 
machines. The measure includes 
a 昀椀ve-terminal limit in ABC-
licensed establishments like 
restaurants and a 10-terminal 
limit in truck stops. It would 
tax skill games revenue at 15% 
and would not explicitly limit 
the total number of machines 
that could exist. Rouse has 
estimated the bill would create 
$200 million or more annually 
in new revenue for the state.

Only a small handful of 
states have fully legalized the 
machines in the way Virginia 
is contemplating, said Chris 
Cylke, senior vice president of 
government relations for the 
American Gaming Association, 
a casino industry trade group.

Supporters say that as 
Virginia has paved the way for 
new forms of gambling in recent 
years, including casinos and 
historical horse racing, it’s only 
fair to let small businesses share 
in some of the revenue.

Ahmed Makhani, who owns 
several convenience stores 
and gas stations, said that his 
customers love the games and 
that the additional foot tra昀케c 
they bring creates a safer 
environment for his workers. 
In an interview, he questioned 
why the state would pass up 
the opportunity for revenue 
for both small businesses and 
core government services like 
schools.

Critics of the Rouse bill — 
notably the state’s casinos, which 
are also generous campaign 
donors — have raised a range of 
concerns, from reports of crime 
linked to the devices to worries 
that children will become 
desensitized to gambling. 
They also are troubled by the 
scale of the expansion being 
contemplated. While there were 
about 9,000 machines during a 
reprieve from the ban in 昀椀scal 
year 2021, the bill would allow 
for about 91,000, critics say, 

based on the number of ABC-
licensed establishments around 
the state.

Lawmakers are considering 
“certainly the largest 
expansion of gambling in the 
Commonwealth, but quite 
possibly, one of the largest 
gambling expansions in the 
history of the country,” Cylke 
said.

Some opponents also argue 
the measure lacks an important 
safeguard because it lets the 
industry self-report payouts.

“I don’t want the stores 
responsible for keeping track,” 
Sen. Mark Peake, a Republican 
from Lynchburg, said during the 
bill’s 昀椀rst committee hearing. 
“I want it electronically sent 
as dollars are going in, and I’d 
request that be in the bill.”

Peake noted a 昀椀nding 
highlighted in a 2019 study 
conducted by the state’s 
legislative watchdog: When 
Georgia implemented an 
automated statewide central 
monitoring and audit system for 
its video gambling terminals, 
the state found revenues were 
nearly double what had been 
previously reported by the 
manufacturers.

The session’s competing 
gambling-machines bill would 
require that type of stricter 
oversight, along with third-
party inspections, its sponsor, 
Democratic Sen. Jeremy 
McPike, of Prince William 
County, said in an interview.

His bill would not only 
legalize skill games, but would 
also open the door for video 
terminals McPike describes 
as more closely akin to slots. 
Both would be regulated by the 
Virginia Lottery Board. Pro昀椀ts 
from the machines would be 
taxed at 34%, with revenue 
projections in the hundreds of 
millions per year, McPike said.

McPike’s bill also would 
not limit the total number of 
machines, though it would give 
local governments the authority 
to ban them if they did so no 
later than Jan. 1, 2025. It would 
also require players to use their 
driver’s license or other ID to 
get a players’ card.

Illinois-based gaming 
machines operator J&J 
Ventures is backing McPike’s 
bill along with another similarly 
situated industry player, Accel 
Entertainment, said Matt 

Hortenstine, general counsel for 
J&J.

Hortenstine said his company 
doesn’t oppose the Rouse bill 
but thinks “the better policy 
choice is to let both devices 
compete on equal terms and 
therefore give small business 
the maximum choice.”

The bill, which hasn’t yet 
received a full hearing, is “a little 
stalled,” McPike acknowledged.

Rouse’s bill, meanwhile, 
has enjoyed special treatment, 
skirting a committee that 
typically vets gambling related-
bills and instead heading straight 
to the 昀椀nance committee Lucas 
chairs.

Republican Gov. Glenn 
Youngkin’s spokesman, 
Christian Martinez, said the 
governor will review any 
legislation that comes to his 
desk.

The skill games debate is a 
rare issue that doesn’t split along 
partisan lines, and lawmakers 
have gone around and around 
on it for years.

A 2019 state report said 
Virginia, like other states, 
was grappling with the “rapid 
spread” of the machines, 
which at the time were not 
“speci昀椀cally permitted or 
prohibited” and were not being 
taxed or regulated — hence the 
name “gray machines,” for the 
murky area of the law where 
they operated.

The General Assembly voted 
in 2020 to ban skill games, 
taking on the issue at the same 
time they were clearing the way 
for casinos for the 昀椀rst time.

But skill game operators 
got a one-year reprieve after 
then-Gov. Ralph Northam, a 
Democrat, asked lawmakers to 
delay the enactment of the ban 
by a year and instead tax the 
machines and use the revenue 
for COVID-19 relief. The ban 
took e昀昀ect in July 2021.

A legal challenge was 昀椀led, 
and in December 2021, a Virginia 
judge issued an injunction 
blocking the enforcement of the 
ban and allowing the games to 
continue operating.

A bill to legalize and tax 
the machines died last year. In 
the fall, the Virginia Supreme 
Court vacated the lower 
court’s injunction, meaning the 
machines had to be turned o昀昀 
again.

Gambling
Continued From Page A1
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Valentine’s Day Valentine’s Day 
Is Wednesday, Feb. 14Is Wednesday, Feb. 14

Flowers ByFlowers By
Dreama DawnDreama Dawn

311 N. Washington Avenue
Pulaski, VA 24301

540-980-3021

Always Grateful To Be Your
Hometown Florist!

Visit
www.pulaski昀氀owersva.com
www.pulaski昀氀owers.com

Let Someone Know You Love Them!Let Someone Know You Love Them!

Order Early For
Valentine’s Day!

Youth Center unveils expansion
Pulaski County Chamber 
of Commerce

Pulaski Community 
Youth Center (PCYC), 
established in 2017 through 
community collaboration, 
proudly announces its latest 
expansion—a renovated 
theater and multiuse space. 
A ribbon-cutting ceremony, 
organized by the Pulaski 
County Chamber of 
Commerce, celebrated this 
signi昀椀cant milestone.

Phoenix Packaging, now part 

of Tekniplex, played a crucial 
role in the establishment of the 
center, along with signi昀椀cant 
support from Pulaski County 
and various other contributors. 
While initially focused 
on services for youth and 
teens, PCYC has expanded 
its o昀昀erings to encompass a 
childcare program catering 
to preschool and school-age 
children, with envisioned plans 
for future expansion.

Katie Thompson, Executive 
Director of Pulaski Community 
Youth Center, expressed 

her excitement, stating, 
“this addition will increase 
opportunity and access to Arts 
and STEM while providing 
meaningful opportunities 
for our youth and families to 
engage, grow leadership skills 
and build community. 

We are so thankful for the 
support of our partners and 
the citizens of Pulaski County 
and we look forward to the 
continued expansion of our 
programming and our impact!”

The vision of PCYC is to 

create a community where 
everyone is valued and 
inspired to create a high 
quality of life with the skills 
and resilience to be a leader 
for their family, at school, at 
work, and in our community. 
PCYC is a 501(c)(3) non-pro昀椀t 
organization located in the 
former Riverlawn Elementary 
School in Fairlawn o昀昀ering a 
variety of programming for 
children of all ages including 
camps, preschool, before and 
after school care, as well as 
events for the whole family.

U.S. hits at large response to attacks
JERUSALEM (AP) — 

Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin 
said Thursday it’s time to further 
disable Iran-backed militias that 
have struck at U.S. forces and 
ships in the Middle East and 
the U.S. is preparing to take 
signi昀椀cant action in response to 
the deaths of three U.S. service 
members in Jordan.

For days the U.S. has hinted 

strikes are imminent. While 
the threat of retaliation for 
Sunday’s deaths has driven 
some militant groups to say 
they were stopping hostilities, 
as late as Thursday Yemen’s 
Houthi rebels were still 
attacking vessels and 昀椀red a 
ballistic missile at a Liberian-
昀氀agged container ship in the 
Red Sea.

“At this point, it’s time to 
take away even more capability 
than we’ve taken in the past,” 
Austin said Thursday in his 
昀椀rst press conference since he 
was hospitalized on Jan. 1 due 
to complications from prostate 
cancer treatment.

Previous U.S. strikes have not 
deterred the attacks. Since the 
war between Israel and Hamas 

broke out in October, Iranian-
backed militant groups have 
struck U.S. bases in Iraq and 
Syria at least 166 times with 
rockets, missiles and one-way 
attack drones, drawing about a 
half-dozen U.S. counterstrikes 
on militant facilities in both 
countries. The U.S. military 
also has carried out airstrikes 
targeting the Iran-backed 
Houthi rebels in Yemen.

In the Red Sea, the Houthis 
have 昀椀red on commercial and 
military ships almost 40 times 
since November. In the latest 
attack, they 昀椀red a ballistic 
missile at a Liberian-昀氀agged 
container ship on Thursday, 
U.S. defense o昀케cials said.

The attack happened west of 
Hodeida, a port city in Yemen 
long held by the rebels, said 
the United Kingdom Maritime 
Trade Operations, a British 
military group overseeing 
Mideast waterways. It said the 
crew and the vessel were safe 
and the blast came far o昀昀 the 
vessel’s starboard side.

The U.S. defense o昀케cials 
identi昀椀ed the targeted 
container ship as the Koi, 
a Bermuda-owned vessel. 
Its management could not 
be immediately reached for 
comment. The o昀케cials spoke 
on condition of anonymity to 
discuss intelligence matters. 
The Houthis did not claim 
responsibility for the assault.

The private security 昀椀rm 
Ambrey reported Wednesday 
night that a ship was targeted 
with a missile southwest of 
Aden, Yemen, near the Bab el-
Mandeb Strait between the Red 
Sea and the Gulf of Aden. The 
Houthis claimed that attack 
also targeted the Koi, though 
American o昀케cials had no 
immediate information on any 
attack Wednesday night.

The Houthis say they are 
targeting ships over Israel’s 
o昀昀ensive in Gaza against 
Hamas. But they have frequently 
targeted vessels with tenuous 
or no clear links to Israel, 
imperiling shipping in a key 
route for global trade between 
Asia, the Mideast and Europe.

The Houthis hit a commercial 
vessel with a missile on Jan. 26, 
sparking a 昀椀re that burned for 
hours.

Late Wednesday, American 
F/A-18 昀椀ghter jets struck and 
destroyed 10 Houthi drones that 
were prepared to launch, as well 
as a ground control station used 
by the rebels, the U.S. military 
said. The U.S. also intercepted 
a ballistic missile and other 
drones already in the air during 
the day.

Social 
media 
CEO’s 
in heated 
hearing
By BARBARA ORTUTAY 
and HALELUYA HADERO 
Associated Press

Sexual predators. Addictive 
features. Suicide and eating 
disorders. Unrealistic beauty 
standards. Bullying. These are 
just some of the issues young 
people are dealing with on 
social media — and children’s 
advocates and lawmakers say 
companies are not doing enough 
to protect them.

On Wednesday, the CEOs 
of Meta, TikTok, X and other 
social media companies went 
before the Senate Judiciary 
Committee to testify at a time 
when lawmakers and parents are 
growing increasingly concerned 
about the e昀昀ects of social media 
on young people’s lives.

The hearing began with 
recorded testimony from kids 
and parents who said they or 
their children were exploited on 
social media. Throughout the 
hourslong event, parents who 
lost children to suicide silently 
held up pictures of their dead 
kids.

“They’re responsible for many 
of the dangers our children 
face online,” Senate Majority 
Whip Dick Durbin, who chairs 
the committee, said in opening 
remarks. “Their design choices, 
their failures to adequately invest 
in trust and safety, their constant 
pursuit of engagement and pro昀椀t 
over basic safety have all put our 
kids and grandkids at risk.”

In a heated question and answer 
session with Mark Zuckerberg, 
Republican Missouri Sen. Josh 
Hawley asked the Meta CEO if 
he has personally compensated 
any of the victims and their 
families for what they have been 
through.

“I don’t think so,” Zuckerberg 
replied.

“There’s families of victims 
here,” Hawley said. “Would you 
like to apologize to them?”

Zuckerberg stood, turned away 
from his microphone and the 
senators, and directly addressed 
the parents in the gallery.

“I’m sorry for everything you 
have all been through. No one 
should go through the things that 
your families have su昀昀ered,” 
he said, adding that Meta 
continues to invest and work on 
“industrywide e昀昀orts” to protect 
children.

But time and time again, 
children’s advocates and parents 
have stressed that none of the 
companies are doing enough.

One of the parents who 
attended the hearing was Neveen 
Radwan, whose teenage daughter 
got sucked in to a “black hole of 
dangerous content” on TikTok 
and Instagram after she started 
looking at videos on healthy 
eating and exercise at the onset 
of the COVID lockdowns. She 
developed anorexia within a few 
months and nearly died, Radwan 
recalled.

“Nothing that was said today 
was di昀昀erent than what we 
expected,” Radwan said. “It 
was a lot of promises and a lot 
of, quite honestly, a lot of talk 
without them really saying 
anything. The apology that he 
made, while it was appreciated, 
it was a little bit too little, too 
late, of course.”

But Radwan, whose daughter 
is now 19 and in college, said 
she felt a “signi昀椀cant shift” in 
the energy as she sat through the 
hearing, listening to the senators 
grill the social media CEOs in 
tense exchanges.

“The energy in the room was, 
very, very palpable. Just by our 
presence there, I think it was very 
noticeable how our presence was 
a昀昀ecting the senators,” she said.

Hawley continued to press 
Zuckerberg, asking if he’d take 
personal responsibility for the 
harms his company has caused. 
Zuckerberg stayed on message 
and repeated that Meta’s job is 
to “build industry-leading tools” 
and empower parents.

“To make money,” Hawley cut 
in.

South Carolina Sen. Lindsay 
Graham, the top Republican 
on the Judiciary panel, echoed 
Durbin’s sentiments and said 
he’s prepared to work with 
Democrats to solve the issue.
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Congratulations to the Pulaski County Commissioner of the Revenue O昀케ce! 

Each Deputy Commissioner has completed extensive training to receive a “Master” designation 
from the Commissioners of the Revenue Association in partnership with UVA’s Virginia Institute 
of Government.  The training program’s goal is to ensure the highest quality of services to our 
community.
 
The Pulaski County o昀케ce is one of few o昀케ces throughout the state holding a “Master Deputy 
Commissioner” designation by all sta昀昀 members.  “I am so proud of my team’s accomplishments 
and encourage them to continue learning every day.”

(L – R) Amber Bays, Trish Hu昀昀, Terri Earles, Anthony Phillips, Terri Carter, Sabrina Bishop
 

Kim Matthews,
Commissioner of the Revenue
52 W. Main Street, Suite 200

Pulaski, VA  24301
(540) 980-7750

FORT CHISWELLFORT CHISWELL
SEW & VACSEW & VAC

Specializing In Sewing Machine and 

Vacuum Cleaner Sales & Service

We Are Now AWe Are Now A  JANOMEJANOME  
SEWING MACHINE OUTLET CENTERSEWING MACHINE OUTLET CENTER!!

787 Fort Chiswell Road, Max Meadows, Va. 24360 
(Across From Fort Chiswell High School)

276-637-3139
Open Tues.-Fri. 10-5 and Sat. 10-1

Over 
50 Years

Experience

We Have Riccar, Miele, Simplicity Vaccums and More
Household and Commercial

Vacuum Cleaner or Sewing Machine

Just Not Working Correctly?

Bring It To Us ... We Specialize In Repairs!

OK Barber Shop

321 East Main Street
Pulaski • 540-994-0231

Open 6 a.m.-5:30; Saturday 6 a.m.-4 p.m.
Closed Wednesday and Sunday

Classy Blonde Boutique opens in Pulaski
Pulaski County Chamber 
of Commerce

Classy Blonde Boutique, the 
newest shopping destination 
in Pulaski, celebrated its grand 
opening with a ribbon-cutting 

ceremony hosted by the Pulaski 
County Chamber of Commerce. 

Located in Memorial 
Shopping Plaza, the boutique 
warmly welcomed the 
community to explore its stylish 
o昀昀erings.

Classy Blonde Boutique, 
situated at 1068 Memorial Dr, 
Pulaski, features a selection 
of women’s clothing, unique 
tumblers, accessories, locally 
made soaps, and more. The 
store is dedicated to providing a 

distinct shopping experience in 
Pulaski.

Check out the Classy Blonde 
selection at 1068 Memorial 
Dr. Pulaski, or online at 
theclassyblondeboutiquellc.
com.

Baldwin
pleads
not guilty
in shooting

SANTA FE, N.M. (AP) — 
Actor Alec Baldwin has pleaded 
not guilty to an involuntary 
manslaughter charge in the fatal 
shooting of a cinematographer 
during a rehearsal on a Western 
movie set in New Mexico.

Court documents 昀椀led 
Wednesday show Baldwin 
entered the plea in state district 
court in Santa Fe, waiving 
an arraignment that had been 
scheduled to take place remotely 
by video conference the next day.

Baldwin, the lead actor and 
a co-producer on the Western 
movie “Rust,” was pointing a 
gun at cinematographer Halyna 
Hutchins during a rehearsal 
outside Santa Fe in October 2021 
when the gun went o昀昀, killing 
her and wounding director Joel 
Souza.

A grand jury in Santa Fe 
indicted Baldwin in January 
after prosecutors received a new 
analysis of that gun, renewing a 
charge that prosecutors originally 
昀椀led and then dismissed in April 
2023. Baldwin faces up to 18 
months in prison if convicted.

Baldwin remains free pending 
trial under conditions that 
include not possessing 昀椀rearms, 
consuming alcohol or leaving 
the country. Baldwin can have 
limited contact with witnesses 
when it comes to promoting 
“Rust,” which has not been 
released for public viewing. 
Baldwin is prohibited from 
asking members of the “Rust” 
cast or crew to participate in a 
related documentary 昀椀lm.

Baldwin has said he pulled 
back the hammer — but not the 
trigger — and the gun 昀椀red.

“Halyna and I had something 
profound in common, and that is 
that we both assumed the gun was 
empty ... other than those dummy 
rounds,” Baldwin told George 
Stephanopoulos in an interview 
broadcast in December 2021 on 
ABC News.

The grand jury indictment 
provides special prosecutors 
Kari Morrissey and Jason Lewis 
with two alternative standards 
for pursuing the felony charge 
against Baldwin.

One would be based on the 
negligent use of a 昀椀rearm. A 
second alternative for prosecutors 
is to prove beyond a reasonable 
doubt that Baldwin caused the 
death of Hutchins without due 
caution or “circumspection,” also 
de昀椀ned as “an act committed with 
total disregard or indi昀昀erence for 
the safety of others.”

An analysis of the gun 
conducted by Lucien and Michael 
Haag of Forensic Science 
Services in Arizona concluded 
that “the trigger had to be 
pulled or depressed su昀케ciently 
to release the fully cocked or 
retracted hammer of the evidence 
revolver.”

An earlier FBI report on the 
agency’s analysis of the revolver 
found that, as is common with 
昀椀rearms of that design, it could go 
o昀昀 without pulling the trigger if 
force was applied to an uncocked 
hammer, such as by dropping 
the weapon. The gun eventually 
broke during testing.

Morrissey and Lewis dismissed 
the earlier charge after they were 
informed the gun might have been 
modi昀椀ed before the shooting and 
malfunctioned.

The grand jury heard from a 
“Rust” crew member who was a 
few feet (meters) from the fatal 
shooting and another who walked 
o昀昀 the set before the shooting in 
protest of working conditions. 
Weapons forensics expert Michael 
Haag, a Mississippi-based movie 
armorer and a detective with the 
Santa Fe County Sheri昀昀’s O昀케ce 
also testi昀椀ed.

Poll: Most fee they pay to much tax
NEW YORK (AP) — A 

majority of taxpayers feel 
they pay too much in taxes, 
with many saying that they 
receive a poor value in return, 
according to a new poll from the 
University of Chicago Harris 
School of Public Policy and The 
Associated Press-NORC Center 
for Public A昀昀airs Research.

Two-thirds of U.S. taxpayers 
say they spend “too much” 
on federal income taxes, as 
tax season begins. About 7 
in 10 say the same about local 
property taxes, while roughly 6 
in 10 feel that way about state 
sales tax. Generally speaking, 
Republicans are more likely 
than Democrats to view taxes 
as unfair, to say they are paying 
too much in taxes, and to see 
taxes as a poor value.

The poll found that few U.S. 
adults have a high level of 
con昀椀dence that the institutions 
that ultimately use their tax 
dollars — whether the federal 
government or local school 
districts — spend those taxes in 
the best interest of “people like 
them.” But people tend to trust 
governing bodies closer to home 
with their tax dollars slightly 
more: 16% are extremely or 
very con昀椀dent in their local 
school district, compared to 6% 
for the federal government.

Adults who are 60 and older 
are more likely than younger 
adults to perceive taxes, 
generally, as fair.

Chris Berry, a professor at the 
University of Chicago Harris 
School of Public Policy who was 
involved in the creation of the 
poll, said that, overall, public 
opinion about taxes and trust 
in government has declined. He 
sees the poll results as partly 
re昀氀ecting increased political 
polarization but says the public 
has long typically trusted local 
government more than the 
federal government.

“One of the things you’ll hear 
said is, ‘There’s no Democratic 
or Republican way to collect the 
trash or pave the streets,’” he 
said. “We tend to think of local 
government as less partisan.”

Among those who pay federal 
income taxes, half say they 
would prefer having fewer 
government services if it meant 
reducing their bill. One-third 
would keep their taxes the 
same in exchange for the same 
services, and 16% would opt to 
increase taxes for more services.

Danny Velasquez, 39, a 
business manager and Democrat 
in Boston who answered 
the poll, said he trusts local 
government to spend his tax 
dollars better than the federal 

government.
Asked how he would prefer 

his federal tax dollars be 
spent, Velasquez said the 
government “spends too much 
on war-making” and that he’d 
prefer “national healthcare and 
investment in education.”

Only about 1 in 4 taxpayers 
say they get a good value from 
paying either federal income 
tax, state sales tax or local 
property tax. About 1 in 3 in 
each case say it’s a poor value, 
and roughly 4 in 10 say the 
value is neither good nor bad.

According to the poll, most 
U.S. adults say they 昀椀nd either 
federal income tax or local 
property tax “unfair,” and about 
half say the same about state 
income tax, sales tax, and the 
federal Social Security tax.

Loretta Mwangi, 60, 
a Democrat who lives in 
Baltimore, sees taxes as fair 
and said she doesn’t have 
strong criticisms of how the 
government allocates tax 
dollars. Mwangi, who su昀昀ers 
from chronic pain after years of 
working in warehouses and as a 
security guard, currently lives 
on disability bene昀椀ts.

“They’re going by how much 
you’re making and taking a 
percentage based on that,” she 
said. “There could be more 
support for education and for 
the homeless — there are a lot of 
people under the bridges still.”

Relatively few U.S. adults say 
they understand how the amount 
they owe is calculated. Only 

about 2 in 10 U.S. adults say 
they understand “extremely” 
or “very well” how amounts 
are determined for their local 
property tax. About one-quarter 
say they grasp the calculations 
for federal income tax. About 3 
in 10 say they comprehend how 
state sales tax is calculated.

Yoany Mesa, 40, a computer 
engineer and Republican in Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida, said he 
doesn’t view the tax system as 
“equitable or transparent.”

He and his wife, Grettel, 34, 
an auditor for a dental insurance 
company, said they perceive 
the federal tax code as full of 
loopholes, especially for the 
wealthy.

“There are a lot of things you 
hear people with money are 
able to claim — an inside club. 
I think if certain people have 
dependents, they should be able 
to get credits,” Grettel Mesa 
said. During the pandemic, the 
couple had received expanded 
child tax credits, for example, 
they said, but that policy ended 
in 2022.

Mesa said she had also 
previously trusted her local 
government more to spend their 
tax dollars, but that their area 
has recently been experiencing 
frequent 昀氀ooding and sewage 
over昀氀ow, which makes her 
question that budgeting.
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Pulaski County Schools honor several for January
Teacher
Pulaski County Public Schools 
and Pulaski County Middle 
School are proud to announce 
Charles Shelton as Teacher of 
the Month.  Mr. Shelton has been 
a teacher with Pulaski County 
Public Schools for 27 years at 
the middle school level.  He has 
taught Science, Civics, Math 8 
and Algebra over the years.  He 
currently teaches Math 8 and 
Algebra I at PCMS.  A fellow 
teacher shared that Mr. Shelton 
goes above and beyond in e昀昀orts 
to help students.  She noted that 
he goes to the Night School 
program to o昀昀er math tutoring 
to students without being asked.  
He also stays after school to help 
students with math whenever 
needed.  Mr. Shelton is married to 
Tracy and they have a son named 
Micah.  He most enjoys spending 
time with his family and working 
out.  The most rewarding part of 
being a teacher to him is spending 
quality time with students and 
people in general.

Employee
Pulaski County Public Schools 
and Pulaski County Middle 
School are proud to recognize 
Karen Brown as Employee of the 
Month.  Ms. Brown has served 
Pulaski County Public Schools 
for 32 years.  She has served 
in three di昀昀erent roles over the 
years.  She began as a Computer 
Lab Aid for the alternative 
school.  Then she became the 
Fiscal Clerk at the School Board 
O昀케ce in 1992.  She served in 
that position until 2003 when 
she became the bookkeeper for 
Pulaski Middle.  She now serves 
as the Bookkeeper at PCMS.  
When the two middle schools 
combined, she took on the work 
of two bookkeepers and has 
done an excellent job.  This past 
year PCMS had a perfect audit 
thanks to her meticulous work.  
When asked what she 昀椀nds most 
rewarding about her job, she 
shared that she enjoys learning 
the “why” in a teacher’s supply 
request list and then seeing 
students engaged, learning 
and enjoying what the teacher 
envisioned using those supplies. 
She also 昀椀nds it most rewarding 
when the books reconcile and 
everything matches.  Outside 
of school, she enjoys spending 
time with family and friends, 
reading and watching movies.

William Paine/Patriot Publishing

Biden 
brother 
agrees to 
private 
interview

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— James Biden will appear 
before House Republicans for a 
private interview next month as 
lawmakers seek to regain some 
momentum in their monthslong 
impeachment inquiry into his 
brother, President Joe Biden.

The House Oversight and 
Accountability Committee 
announced on Wednesday that the 
Democratic president’s younger 
sibling will come to Capitol Hill 
on Feb. 21. The date was set after 
months of negotiations between 
the sides.

“We look forward to his 
interview,” the committee posted 
on X, the website formerly known 
as Twitter.

James Biden’s interview will 
take place just days before the 
president’s son Hunter Biden 
will be deposed in private by 
the Republican-run committee, 
which has been investigating the 
Biden family’s overseas 昀椀nances 
for the past year.

Both James and Hunter 
Biden were subpoenaed by the 
committee in November. So far, 
the GOP investigation has failed 
to uncover evidence directly 
implicating the president in any 
wrongdoing.

A lawyer for James Biden 
said at the time that there was 
no justi昀椀cation for the subpoena 
because the committee had 
already reviewed private bank 
records and transactions between 
the two brothers. The committee 
found records of two loans that 
were made when Joe Biden was 
not in o昀케ce or a candidate for 
president.
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Fabric Down To 40%
With More Clearance Items 

Coming Soon!

20% O昀昀 All Notions
30% O昀昀 AccuQuilt

Ms. Audre's FabricsMs. Audre's Fabrics
206 Main Street • Narrows, Va.

(540) 921-2042
Open 10-6 Tues. - Friday, 10-4 Saturday

Outstanding 
Citizenship
Jonathan “Hunter” Tolley of 
the Ravens Team: 
Hunter Tolley exempli昀椀es the 
qualities of an amazing young 
man and student here at PCMS. 
He is respectful.  He is polite to 
his teachers and friendly to his 
peers.  He is responsible.  He
always completes his work 
and is very organized.  He is 
positive.  He comes into class
everyday ready to meet 
challenges with a smile.  Mrs. 
Winesett shared that he will 
often stop
and take time to ask me how she 
is doing or to tell her to have a 
good day.  He is engaged. 
Hunter participates in class, 
asks questions, and always give 
110%. He truly cares about 
doing
well.  
Allisha Justice of the 
Steelers Team: 
The 8th grade Steelers team 
chose Allisha Justice as their 
student representative.  Her 8th
grade teachers describe Allisha 
as a hard working, dedicated 
student who gives her best.  She
is an A/B honor student who 
excels in all of her classes.  She 
is kind and considerate to her

peers and teachers.  Not only 
does she excel in the classroom, 
but in her extracurricular 
classes
as well. This school year she 
had the lead role as Dorothy in 
the play, “The Wizard of Oz”.  

Ms.
Sink, her drama teacher, 
describes her as a bright and 
dedicated student who is always 
willing
to help others. She is a great 
role model and leads with 

compassion.

Gracianna “Gracie” 
Wimberly of the Panthers 
Team: 
Gracianna Wimberly is a 
pleasure to work with. She’s 

honest, dependable, organized 
and
respectful. A true team player 
who goes out of her way to help 
classmates in any way she can.
Fun fact, she color codes 
everything!

Senior
Pulaski County Public Schools 
and Pulaski County High 
School are pleased to announce 
Kameron as senior of the Month 
for January 2024.  Kameron is 
the son of Kenneth and Amy 
Carden of Dublin.
 One of Kameron’s nominating 
teachers stated that Kameron 
is an incredibly thoughtful, 
hardworking, and dedicated 
student.  He is helpful towards 
everyone and is extremely 
respectful.  “Kameron is an 
amazing student and human 
being in general”.  Another 
nominator commented on 
Kameron being a key part 
of bringing the Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes club 
back to Pulaski County High 
School.  He has served as junior 
leader last school year and is 
currently serving as senior 
leader. Kameron is reliable and 
ambitious about planning club 
events and outreach. Our PCHS 
FCA had a speaker request for 
the 2023 Fall Fields of Faith 

and he volunteered to take 
on the task and spoke to over 
100 students and community 
members.  Kameron spoke 
about his faith and the love 

that is present between PCHS 
Faculty and students. Kameron 
makes it a mission to be a light 
to other students and sta昀昀 at 
PCHS and brings a smile and 

encouragement each day. 
 Upon graduation, Kameron 
plans to attend Rhema Bible 
Training College majoring in 
biblical studies.  He is actively 

involved in a youth group at 
New Hope Church.  When 
Kameron isn’t working, he 
enjoys spending time with his 
family and friends.

William Paine/Patriot Publishing

Gas prices jump to average 3.02 per gallon
Average gasoline prices in 

Virginia have risen 6.2 cents per 
gallon in the last week, averaging 
$3.02/g today, according to 
GasBuddy’s survey of 4,081 
stations in Virginia. 

Prices in Virginia are 2.9 
cents per gallon higher than a 
month ago and stand 39.4 cents 
per gallon lower than a year ago. 
The national average price of 
diesel has fallen 0.5 cents in the 
last week and stands at $3.87 per 
gallon.

According to GasBuddy 
price reports, the cheapest 
station in Virginia was priced 
at $2.57/g yesterday while the 
most expensive was $3.99/g, a 
di昀昀erence of $1.42/g. The lowest 
price in the state yesterday was 
$2.57/g while the highest was 
$3.99/g, a di昀昀erence of $1.42/g.

The national average price of 
gasoline has risen 4.5 cents per 
gallon in the last week, averaging 
$3.07/g today. The national 
average is down 4.1 cents per 
gallon from a month ago and 
stands 41.2 cents per gallon lower 
than a year ago, according to 
GasBuddy data compiled from 
more than 11 million weekly price 
reports covering over 150,000 gas 
stations across the country.

Neighboring areas and their 
current gas prices:

Roanoke- $2.92/g, up 1 cent per 
gallon from last week’s $2.91/g.

Richmond- $3.03/g, up 8.5 
cents per gallon from last week’s 
$2.95/g.

West Virginia- $2.89/g, down 
2.4 cents per gallon from last 
week’s $2.92/g.

“We’ve seen the national 

average price of gasoline bounce 
back up after cold weather related 
re昀椀nery shutdowns pushed up the 
wholesale price of gasoline. Plus, 
recent GDP data and new attacks 
in the Red Sea have pushed oil 
prices to their highest level since 
November,” said Patrick De 
Haan, head of petroleum analysis 

at GasBuddy. 

“While prices have inched up 
and may continue to slowly rise, 
I believe the larger increases will 
be witnessed in a few weeks as 
we enter mid-February, lasting 
through April or May, during 
which the national average could 

rise 35 to 85 cents per gallon. 
Other issues and tensions could 
complicate how quickly prices 
rise or how high they go, so 
while the rise is not completely 
charted, it could deviate from our 
expectations.”

SOURCE GasBuddy
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From Barren Springs to Radford,
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Pulaski
Star Barber Shop
Foothills Chiropractic
New River Medical Group
Fast Shop I
Tom’s
Al’s on First
Fine Arts Center
Martin’s Pharmacy
Pulaski County Library
Glenn Insurance
Pulaski Family Dentistry
New River Valley Medicine
Rusty’s Custom Lumber
OK Barber Shop
Laundry Mat
Kim’s Family Hair Care
Sanimode Barber Shop
Emmanuel Christian Bookstore
Speedway
Hardees
Tractor Supply
Tha Dawg House
Compadres
Food Lion
CVS

Pulaski Village
Walgreens
LewisGale Hospital Pulaski
Pulaski Health & Rehab
YMCA
Fast Shop II
Hayden Electric & Plumbling
Poor Boys
1st Pawn
Food City
Laundry Mat
Webb Donald State Farm
Towne House
Ike’s Auto Sales
Shop Eez (Lighthouse)
The Wedding Center
Cougar Express
Family Market and Corner Deli
SWVa Antiques, Collectibles
Patriot O昀케ce (7 Fifth Street)

Dublin
Bradley Ridge Apartments
Newbern Exxon
PC Visitor’s Center
Makin’ Waves

NAPA
Walgreens
Martin’s Pharmacy
Country Styles
Laundry Mat
T.A. Produce
NRV Lube
Kangaroo
Sleep Inn
McGuire’s Campground
Papa John/7-11
Subway (Walmart)
El Ranchero
T.J.’s
Shop Eez (Rt. 100)
Patty’s Kitchen
Dublin Storage
Gobble Stop
Highland Ridge
Bucko’s
NRCC
Dublin Station

Draper
Draper Post O昀케ce
Bryson’s Store

Fairlawn
Ramey’s Gun Shop
Kroger
Foodette
Bucko’s
Laundry Mat
Sal’s Jr.

Radford
Radford Drug
Sal’s
Cook’s Clean Center
Tha Dawg House
P.R. Sturgill
Rec Center
Food Lion
Brad’s Barber Shop
Elliott Military Surplus

Barren Springs
Gobble Stop
Sai Mart

The Patriot
Is Available 
FREE
Each Friday 
At These
Locations In 
Pulaski, Dublin, 
Fairlawn, 
Radford, 
Draper and
Barren Springs:

Locally Owned & Operated Since 2009

Spiritisland

Stop-action bird bath wins 
Radford Photo Club contest

SA photo of starlings 
enjoying a bath won the Radford 
Photo Club’s theme category 
for January. The challenge 
was black and white outdoor 
photography. The photo was 
taken by Patrick Hand and 
edited by Juan Pablo Cubur.

The open category was 
won by Linda Waggaman. “In 
Western Canada we took a boat 
tour on Maligne Lake headed 
toward Spirit Island, seen on the 
right,” she said. “It was a cold 
and misty morning allowing for 
some mystical looking shots.”

The Radford Photo Club is 
made up of professional and 
amateur photographers from 
throughout the New River 
Valley. Meetings, events, and 
outings are open to the public. 
If you have questions about 
the club, email Lucy Gilmore 
at lucyg.gilmore@gmail.

Birdbath

com or Michele Borgarelli at 
mborgarelli@gmail.com

The library address is 

ht t p s: //w w w.lo c8ne a r me.
com/virginia/radford/radford- 
public-library/8303150/

Powell: Fed to 
cut rates, but 
not very soon

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Interest rate cuts are coming. 
Just not yet.

The Federal Reserve delivered 
that message Wednesday, 昀椀rst in 
a policy statement and then in a 
news conference at which Chair 
Jerome Powell reinforced it.

The Fed did signal that it’s 
nearing a long-awaited shift 
toward cutting rates, evidence 
that its o昀케cials have grown 
con昀椀dent that they’re close 
to fully taming in昀氀ation. No 
longer does its policy statement 
say it’s still considering further 
rate hikes.

Yet the o昀케cials made clear 
that the 昀椀rst rate cut is likely 
months away. Their statement 
said they don’t think it would 
be time to cut rates “until it has 
gained greater con昀椀dence that 
in昀氀ation is moving sustainably” 
to their 2% target.

Investors and some 
economists had been holding 
out the possibility that the Fed 
might cut as early as its next 
meeting in March. That now 
appears o昀昀 the table.

“I don’t think it’s likely that 
the committee will reach a level 
of con昀椀dence by the time of the 
March meeting” to start cutting 
rates, Powell said at his news 
conference.

The central bank kept its key 
rate unchanged at about 5.4%, a 
22-year high. But the changes to 
its statement — compared with 
its last meeting in December — 
show that it has moved toward 
considering rate reductions 
while still maintaining 
昀氀exibility.

“There is nothing in Powell’s 
remarks or the statement that 
leads us to worry about the 
basic story of ‘good news’ cuts 
starting soon enough,” Krishna 
Guha, an economics analyst at 
investment bank Evercore ISI, 
said in a note to clients.

In December, the Fed’s 
policymakers had indicated 
that they expected to carry out 
three quarter-point rate cuts in 
2024. Yet they have since said 
little about when those cuts 
might begin, and some senior 
o昀케cials stressed that the Fed 
will proceed cautiously.

On Wednesday, Powell 
said the Fed doesn’t need to 
see signi昀椀cant changes in the 
in昀氀ation data for it to cut rates. 
It just needs to see the in昀氀ation 

slowdown continue. Prices have 
increased at just a 2% annual 
rate in the past six months, 
according to the Fed’s preferred 
measure.

“It’s not that we’re looking 
for better data — it’s just that 
we’re looking for a continuation 
of the good data that we’ve been 
getting,” he said. “We just need 
to see more.”

The central bank’s message 
Wednesday — that it’s edging 
closer to cutting rates but not 
planning to do so anytime 
soon — disappointed traders 
on Wall Street. Losses in the 
stock market accelerated after 
Powell’s news conference 
began.

The change in the Fed’s 
stance comes as the economy is 
showing surprising durability 
after a series of 11 rate hikes 
helped drastically slow in昀氀ation, 
which had hit a four-decade 
high 18 months ago. Growth 
remains healthy: In the 昀椀nal 
three months of last year, the 
economy expanded at a 3.3% 
annual rate, the government 
said last week.

The Fed is assessing in昀氀ation 
and the economy at a time when 
the intensifying presidential 
campaign is pivoting in no small 
part on voters’ perceptions of 
President Joe Biden’s economic 
stewardship. Republicans in 
Congress have attacked Biden 
over the high in昀氀ation that 
gripped the nation beginning 
in 2021 as the economy 
emerged from recession. But 
the latest economic data — 
ranging from steady consumer 
spending to solid job growth 
to the slowdown in in昀氀ation — 
has been bolstering consumer 
con昀椀dence.

At his news conference, 
Powell said the Fed welcomes 
signs of economic strength.

“We want to see strong growth 
and a strong labor market,” the 
Fed chair said. “We’re looking 
for in昀氀ation to come down, as 
it has been coming down for the 
last six months.”

Most economists have said 
they expect the Fed to start 
cutting its benchmark rate 
in May or June. Rate cuts 
would eventually lead to lower 
borrowing costs for America’s 
consumers and businesses, 
including for mortgages, auto 
loans and credit cards.

Swift, Bad Bunny, others may 
vanish from TikTok over dispute
AP Business Writer

Universal Music Group, 
which represents artists 
including Taylor Swift, Drake, 
Adele, Bad Bunny and Billie 
Eilish, says that it will no longer 
allow its music on TikTok now 
that a licensing deal between the 
two parties has expired.

UMG said that it had not 
agreed to terms of a new deal 
with TikTok, and plans to stop 
licensing content from the 

artists it represents on the social 
media platform that is owned by 
ByteDance, as well as TikTok 
Music services.

The licensing agreement 
between UMG and TikTok is 
expired as of Wednesday.

In a Tuesday letter addressed 
to artists and songwriters, 
UMG said that it had been 
pressing TikTok on three issues: 
“appropriate compensation for 

our artists and songwriters, 
protecting human artists from 
the harmful e昀昀ects of AI, and 
online safety for TikTok’s 
users.”

UMG said that TikTok 
proposed paying its artists and 
songwriters at a rate that’s a 
fraction of the rate that other 
major social platforms pay, 
adding that TikTok makes 
up only about 1% of its total 
revenue.
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Stuart’s Body Shop
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Hannah Keefer

Patrick Henry beat the 
Cougars last week, 42-
26.  Hannah Keefer led the 
Cougars in scoring with 18.  
Pulaski County managed 
only 10 second half points, 
all by Keefer.

SW Times & Patriot

Brian Bishop/Patriot Publishing

Duke’s Kyle Filipowski goes up for two over Tech’s Mylyjael Poteat in Monday’s battle in Blacksburg.

Roach paces Duke past Tech
BLACKSBURG, Va. (AP) — 

Jeremy Roach scored 16 points o昀昀 the 
bench to lead No. 7 Duke to a 77-67 
victory over Virginia Tech on Monday 
night.

Bothered by knee and ankle injuries 
of late, Roach shot 5 of 11 from the 
昀氀oor and made four 3-pointers for the 
Blue Devils (16-4, 7-2 Atlantic Coast 
Conference), who have won three 
straight games and 11 of 12.

“I thought our team just had great 
togetherness,” coach Jon Scheyer said. 
“We hit some timely 3s and some guys 
stepped up in key moments. … Proud 

of this win. You get a chance to play 
two games in three days (Duke played 
Clemson on Saturday), and to win 
both of them is really good. Looking 
forward to building it from here.”

MJ Collins paced the Hokies (13-
8, 5-5) with 17 points. Virginia Tech 
had its three-game winning streak 
snapped.

Duke grabbed the lead with a 
12-0 run in the 昀椀rst half and never 
relinquished it. The Hokies cut a 35-
29 halftime de昀椀cit to three on three 
occasions in the second half, with the 
昀椀nal time coming on Hunter Cattoor’s 

3-pointer with 14:07 remaining.
The Blue Devils, though, gradually 

pulled away behind 59.3% shooting in 
the 昀椀nal 20 minutes (16 of 27). Kyle 
Filipowski added 14 points for Duke, 
and Tyrese Proctor 昀椀nished with 12.

Cattoor had 15 points for the 
Hokies. Sean Pedulla and Lynn Kidd 
scored 12 apiece.

“We had our shots and squandered 
some opportunities,” Virginia Tech 
coach Mike Young said. “But I tip my 
cap on this particular evening to their 

See DUKE, page B4

Cave shoots 
lights out to 
beat PCHS
By RODNEY YOUNG
Patriot Publishing

The Pulaski County Cougars hosted the 
Knights of Cave Spring in the Cougar Den on 
Wednesday. The Knights shot the lights out 
as they hit 12 threes enroute to beating the 
Cougars, 72-51.

Charlie Parker hit nine of those 12 threes 
for Cave Spring as he 昀椀nished with 29 points. 
Kameron Tinsley knocked down 15 and Ethan 
Jones chipped in with 11.

Pulaski County (5-14) placed three players 
in double 昀椀gures with Lane Nester and Justus 
Hash both having 12 points apiece. Jeremiah 
Turner scored 10 in the losing e昀昀ort.

Cave Spring jumped out to a 15-0 lead before 
the Cougars would hit a bucket with 3:31 left 
in the opening period. The Knights would 
take a 19-13 advantage into the start of the 
second quarter. They would then double-up the 
Cougars 20-10 in the second and at intermission 
were up 39-23.

The Knights would then start the second half 
scoring eight straight points and never looked 
back.

The Cougars would outscore the visitors 20-
15 in the 昀椀nal quarter as they did keep battling.

For the game, they committed 19 turnovers 
as they have now committed 65 turnovers in 
their last three games. The third quarter wasn’t 
good for the Cougars as they seem to have at 
least one bad quarter in their games, scoring 
just eight points.

Their last game at home for the regular 
season will be Friday versus Christiansburg as 
it will be Senior Night.

The Cougar junior varsity lost their third 
straight game to the Knights, 47-33. Boone 
Blevins led the Cougars with seven points 

Radford rallies past Pulaski County,
Cougars thumped by Patrick Henry

Page B5

See COUGARS, page B5

Wave the green 昀氀ag it’s time 
to Clash in Los Angeles
From NASCAR

Pull the seat belts tight and 
start your engines because the 
2024 NASCAR Cup Series 
season is upon us, and for the 
third consecutive year the Los 
Angeles Memorial Coliseum 
will play host to the Busch Light 
Clash at the Coliseum (Sunday, 
Feb. 4 at 8 p.m. ET on FOX, 
MRN and SiriusXM NASCAR 
Radio), but this time the annual 

special event will be joined by 
the NASCAR Mexico Series, 
which will also start their 2024 
season this weekend with the 
King Taco La Batalla en El 
Coliseo (Sunday, Feb. 4 at 4:30 
p.m. ET on FS1, FOX Deportes 
and MRN) - the 昀椀rst-ever 
NASCAR Mexico Series race in 
the state of California.

 “This is a tremendous win 
for our fans and our sport,” 
said Ben Kennedy, NASCAR’s 

Senior Vice President, Racing 
Development and Strategy. 
“Not only will the fans see 
the stars of the NASCAR Cup 
Series in action, but they will 
also bear witness to the talent 
and skill that is found within the 
NASCAR Mexico Series. I can’t 
think of a better way to begin 
our 2024 season.”

 
How to view all the action this 

weekend at Los Angeles
This year’s Busch Light Clash 

at the Coliseum will be the 46th 
running of the annual non-
points exhibition race that has 
been hosted by the NASCAR 
Cup Series since 1979. The 
weekend’s schedule is packed 
with on-track activity. Below 
is where to tune-in for this 
weekend’s racing action:

• Busch Light Clash Practice 
on FS1 from 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. ET 
(Saturday)

• Busch Light Clash 
Qualifying Heat Races on FS1 
from 8:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. ET 
(Saturday)

• King Taco La Batalla en El 
Coliseo on FS1, FOX Deportes 
from 4:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. ET 
(Sunday)

• Busch Light Clash Last 
Chance Quali昀椀ers Race on FOX 
from 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. ET 
(Sunday)

See CLASH, page B6
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CLASSIFIEDS

List Your Real Estate For Sale With Me
• 51 Years of Experience. 

• Principle Broker at McCraw Real Estate 
in Radford. 

• Top Producer. 
• Knows Real Estate Values. 

• State Licensed Auctioneer for 37 Years.  
 • Thousand of Homes Sold. 

I can sell your Home, Farm or 
Land for you! 

REALTOR and Member of New River Val-
ley Multiple Listing Service. I o昀昀er the Best 
Real Estate Service you can 昀椀nd.  Call me! 
Terry McCraw today at (540) 320-5200.

35+ Years
Of Friendly
Professional

Service
(540) 980-1117

Corner of 5th Street & Washington Ave., Pulaski

Wayne McGlothlin, Broker   540-616-4587  
Pat Farmer 540-320-4698      

SERVICING THE ENTIRE NEW RIVER VALLEY & CLAYTOR LAKE
RESIDENTIAL. COMMERCIAL. PROPERTY MANAGEMENT.

THINKING OF A CAREER CHANGE? COME WORK WITH THE HOMETOWN TEAM

hometownpulaski@gmail.com

Home Town 
Realty

CALLCALL

540-838-1915540-838-1915
ISA Certi昀椀ed ArboristISA Certi昀椀ed Arborist

The Right Way, The Right Way, 
Right Away!Right Away!

Water Heaters 
Dish Washers • Faucets
Toilets • Drain Cleaning

Repair & Replace 
Water & Sewer Lines 

Pulaski Drain Service 
and Plumbing Repairs

Call 540-998-1223
Experienced, Licensed & Insured

Reasonable 
Prices

No Job 
Too Small

Remembering 
My Brother, 
David Allen

LOCAL 
ADS

LEGAL NOTICE
TRUSTEE SALE

5603 Alum Spring Rd, 
Pulaski, VA 24301

Pulaski County
In execution of a Deed of Trust 
in the original principal amount 
of $50,000.00, dated May 20, 
2006 recorded in the Clerk’s 
O昀케ce of the Circuit Court of 
the Pulaski County, Virginia, 
in Document No. 060003660, 
at the request of the holder 
of the Note, the undersigned 
Substitute Trustee will o昀昀er 
for sale at public auction at the 
entrance to the Circuit Court 
Building, located at 45 Third 
Street, Pulaski, on February 
26, 2024 at 11:00 AM the 
property described in said deed, 
located at the above address and 
brie昀氀y described as: 
Containing 2.00000000000 
Acres, as more particularly 
described in a Deed recorded 
in Book 2003 Page 824, with 
any improvements thereon

Subject to any and all 
covenants, conditions, 
restrictions, easements, and 
all other matters of record 
taking priority over the Deed 
of Trust, if any, a昀昀ecting the 
aforesaid property.

TERMS OF SALE:  CASH: 
A deposit of $20,000.00 or 10% 
of the sales price, whichever 
is lower, cash or certi昀椀ed 
check will be required at the 
time of sale, but no more than 
$10,000.00 of cash will be 
accepted, with settlement within 
昀椀fteen (15) days from the date of 

sale.  Sale is subject to post sale 
con昀椀rmation that the borrower 
did not 昀椀le for protection under 
the U.S. Bankruptcy Code 
prior to the sale which a昀昀ects 
the validity of the sale, as well 
as to post-sale con昀椀rmation of 
the status of the loan with the 
loan servicer including, but not 
limited to, determination of 
whether the borrower entered 
into any repayment agreement, 
reinstated or paid o昀昀 the loan 
prior to the sale. In any such 
event, the sale shall be null and 
void, and the Purchaser’s sole 
remedy, in law or equity, shall be 
the return of his deposit without 
interest. Additional terms may 
be announced at the time of 
sale. Pursuant to the Federal 
Fair Debt Collection Practices 
Act, we advise you that this 昀椀rm 
is a debt collector attempting to 
collect the indebtedness referred 
to herein and any information 
we obtain will be used for that 
purpose.

SAMUEL I. WHITE, P.C., 
Substitute Trustee

This is a communication from a 
debt collector.

FOR INFORMATION 
CONTACT:

SAMUEL I. WHITE, P.C. 
(86741)

448 Viking Drive Suite 350
Virginia Beach, VA 23452

757-457-1460 - Call Between 
9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
or visit our website at 

www.siwpc.net

REAL ESTATE

TWO CEMETERY PLOTS 
FOR SALE: Highland Memory 
Gardens, Dublin, VA - Good 
Shepherd Section, Lot 15, Block 
12, Two Side By Side Spaces 
3&4 For $2,000 (Current Cost At 
HMB Is $5,190) - Call Or Text 
540-320-2843.

Cemetery Plots for sale: Two 
each, side-by-side located in 
Highland Memory Gardens 
in Dublin. Lot No. 220, Block 
D, Units 1 and 2, Section 6 in 
Garden of the Gospels. Asking 
$1,850 each. Call 336-858-8265.

FOR RENT

For Rent: 4376 Akers Road, 
Draper. Quiet, peaceful 
surroundings, country lot for 
rent. Electric and water hookups 
available. Call 785-806-5752 or 
540-235-6161.

FOR SALE:  
MISCELLANEOUS

For Sale: Three gaming chairs. 
Sold together. Excellent 
condition. Black with cup holders 
that light up blue.  Located in 
Radford. Asking $500 for all 
three.  276-237-8747.

Four Sale: Igloo dog house. Fits 
two large breed dogs or three 
small breed dogs.  In good shape, 
great for winter! Must pick up. 
With heated water bowls also 
available.  Call 540-639-1530.

For Sale: Hospital type bed, like 
new. $175. Exercise stationary 
bike, $150. Call 540-674-5636. 
New wheelchair for $175.

For Sale: 12 acres of timber 
including white oak, yellow pine, 
pine, white pine, chestnut oak 
and red oak. Asking $14,000. 
Serious inquiries only. Call 540-
980-4122.

Bedroom Suite:  Solid wood,  
Queen Bed/ box springs & 
mattress, Dresser with Mirror, 
Chest of Drawers, 1 night stand.  
$800.00.
Jewelry Chest/Armoire, Solid 
Wood, 9 drawers, swing out 
doors of both sides, $125.00.
Solid wood Chest of Drawers, 
$75.00
Wood Desk, 3 drawers on each 

side, 1 in middle, piece of plate 
on top, $100.00
Flat screen TV 54 inches, less 
than 1 year old,  $125.00
Lift Recliner Dark Blue, paid 
$1,200.00  less than one year old, 
will sale for $500.00
Refrigerator  white, $250.00
Dinette Suite wood, 6 Cane 
Back Chairs, with cloth seats, 
oval or round, China Cabinet, 
3 glass upper, 2 doors on lower 
$1,500.00
Sofa Table wood, with glass top, 
with lower shelf, $150.00
Old Cedar Blanket/Chest   
$250.00
Solid Oak Dinette Set 6 chairs, in 
excellent condition, no scratches 
or bumps, $500.00
2 wood end tables with co昀昀ee 
table, $150.00
Patio round wrought iron table 
and 4 chairs, $400.00 (kept 
inside)

Glider Patio love seat, chair, 2 
wrought iron end tables, kept on 
covered porch, $500.00
Old Model TV, still works in 
good condition and old wood, 
Large TV stand $100.00
solid wood Chest of Drawers 
$75.00.
All furniture is clean and in very 
good to excellent condition.
Call 540 980 3025 for 
appointment to see the items.

Pear shaped diamond ring, 14K 
yellow gold, size 7, price reduced 
to $475. Includes information 
card with details about the ring. 
Call 540-980-5361.

For Sale: Two oak bar chairs and 
other furniture. Boxes of hard-
backed books, 50 cents each. 
Several pieces of Princess House 
Crystal.  Call 540-230-5386.
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LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

Statewide 
Classi昀椀eds

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

The Pulaski County Board of Supervisors intends to hold a Public 
Hearing beginning at 7:00 p.m., or soon thereafter as can be heard, 
on Monday, February 26, 2024, in the Supervisors Meeting Room 
of the County Administration Building, 143 Third Street, N.W., 
Suite 1, in the Town of Pulaski to receive citizens’ comments on 
the following matter:

• Adoption of a resolution by which the County of Pulaski 
would request the Commonwealth Transportation 
Board, and its designee, the Virginia Department of 
Transportation, (1) to prohibit use of Old Giles Road 
(Route 746) within the County of Pulaski by through 
tractor trailers, logging trucks, and similar large trucks 
(but not a昀昀ecting pick up trucks and panel trucks), pursuant 
to Virginia Code §46.2-809; (2) to post appropriate 
signage on Old Giles Road (Route 746)  (Giles Avenue) 
and Cleburne Boulevard of such prohibition ; and (3) to 
con昀椀rm that violation of such prohibition shall constitute 
a tra昀케c infraction as provided in Virginia Code §46.2-
830 (or any amendment thereto or replacement thereof). 

Comments may be presented orally or in writing via mail to above 
address, fax (540-980-7717), or e-mail to bos@pulaskicounty.org.  
A copy of the resolution is available for public inspection from 
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, at the County 
Administration Building, 143 Third Street, NW, in the Town of 
Pulaski or by phoning (540) 980-7705.

If you are a disabled individual and would like special auxiliary 
aids or services, please contact the County’s ADA Compliance 
O昀케cer at (540) 980-7800 (TDD accessible) or (540) 980-7705, ten 
(10) days prior to the above meeting date.  

Public Notice
Pulaski County

Board of Supervisors

with Pulaski County property owners, the Pulaski County Sheri昀昀’s 

昀氀oating debris in the form of wood and trash.

Applicant must possess a valid Virginia Driver’s License. Employee 

background and driving record check to be considered for employment.

the rate is commensurate upon education and experience.

Interested individuals may apply at the appropriate Virginia Employment 
Commission O昀케ce or may download and submit an application from 
www.pulaskicounty.org to Tammy Nichols, Human Resources Director 
at tnichols@pulaskicounty.org. A full job description is located on the 
website.

To request an accommodation for disabilities, contact Human Resources 
at 540-994-2406.

minorities, persons with disabilities, and veterans. As an Equal 
Opportunity Employer and certi昀椀ed Virginia Values Veterans (V3) 

a昀昀ecting employees or candidates for employment. All quali昀椀ed 

origin, disability or protected veteran status.

Position is open until 昀椀lled.

 Notice of 
Public Hearing

Planning 
Commission

The Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on Monday, 
February 12, 2024, at 6:00 PM in Council Chambers at 42 1st St. 
NW to discuss the following: 

An amendment to the Town of Pulaski’s Comprehensive Plan 
Transportation Element to incorporate VDOT’s comments regarding 
consistency with the Commonwealth Transportation Board’s (CTB) 
statewide transportation plan (VTrans, created in accordance 
with §33.2-353), the Six-Year Improvement Program (created in 
accordance with subsection B of §33.2-214), and locations of routes 
approved by the Board (in accordance with subsection A of §33.2-
208).

A copy of the proposed changes is available for public review in 
the Planning and Zoning O昀케ce at the Town of Pulaski Municipal 
Building, 42 1st St., during normal business hours. All persons 
desiring to address the Planning Commission or Town Council 
should appear at the stated time and place. Comments may be 
submitted in writing to the Town Planner by February 12, 2024, 

For disabled individuals who may require special auxiliary aids or 
services, the Town will make reasonable accommodations upon 
request. Please contact the Clerk of Council (540) 994-8602 before 
the above meeting date to arrange these accommodations. For 
individuals with visual or hearing impairment, contact Virginia 
Relay at 711 for assistance reaching the town. 

LEGAL NOTICE

Randolph Park – Evelyn Alexander Waterpark 
Commercial Pool Replaster and 

Cosmetic Upgrades
The County of Pulaski, Virginia is seeking proposals for a complete 
replaster of the 240,000-gallon commercial pool at Randolph 
Park’s Evelyn Alexander Waterpark. The waterpark o昀昀ers zero 
entry access, depths reaching a maximum of 6 feet, and a separate 
baby pool in close proximity.

Proposals are due no later than 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, February 
29th, 2024. Any proposals received after this deadline will be 
returned to the vendor/contractor unopened. Proposals from 
vendors need to demonstrate the ability to manage a commercial 
pool replaster project in the 2024 calendar year. The County 
reserves the right to reject any and all proposals, and/or divide 
any project into sections. Pulaski County is an equal opportunity/
a昀케rmative action employer.

Inquiries and requests for proposal packets can be obtained by 
calling, mailing, or emailing:

Pulaski County Parks & Recreation Department
143 Third Street, NW, Suite 1

Pulaski, VA 24301
540-994-2587

sdunnigan@pulaskicounty.org

Request For 
Proposals

The Pulaski County Planning Commission will host a public 
hearing to consider this application for the Month of January. In 
accordance with the Code of Virginia, the Planning Commission 
will host a public hearing on this petition at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 
February 13, 2024 in the Board Room of the County Administration 
Building, 143 Third Street, NW, in the Town of Pulaski to consider 
comments regarding the following applications;

1. Special Exception Permit Application submitted by 
submitted by The Towers LLC d/ba/ The Towers of 
Virginia LLC (“Vertical Bridge”) on behalf of Town 
of Pulaski located at Tax Map # 063-001-0000-0111, 
3610 Robinson Tract Rd. Pulaski, VA 24301. Robinson 
District.

2. UDO Amendment- Pulaski County Solar Ordinance

Comments may be presented at the meeting and by phone or in 
writing prior to the meeting.  Information regarding these items 
are available for public inspection from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., 
Monday through Friday, at the Department of Planning & Zoning, 
County Administration Building, 143 Third Street, NW, Suite 1 in 
the Town of Pulaski or by phoning (540) 980-7710.

For disabled individuals who may require special auxiliary aids 
or services, please contact the County’s ADA Compliance O昀케cer 
at (540) 980-7800 (TDD accessible) or (540) 980-7705, ten (10) 
days prior to the above meeting date to arrange for these special 
accommodations.

Public Notice
Pulaski County

Planning Commission

PUBLIC NOTICE
Please take notice that Virginia’s First Regional Industrial Facilities Authority is hereby accepting 
bids for the lease of approximately 730 acres of farmland located in the NRV Commerce Park.  
A copy of the proposed lease agreement for this property can be reviewed at VFRIFA’s o昀케ce, 
located at 6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 139, Radford, Virginia 24141.  Sealed bids will be 
accepted until, but no later than 2:00 p.m., February 16, 2024.  It is the intent of VFRIFA to then 
evaluated the bids and to award to the most responsive and responsible bidder with the most 
favorable per acre price o昀昀ered.  Bids may be withdrawn by written request from the proposer to 
VFRIFA prior to the bid closing date/time.

Questions regarding the proposed lease and/or bid acceptance process should be directed to: 

Drew Foxx, Project Manager, Phone: (276) 202-7077, arfoxx@pulaskicounty.org
Michael Solomon, Exec. Director, Phone: (540) 440-0200,

msolomon@pulaskicounty.org

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide and in other 
states. A昀昀ordable Print and 
Digital Solutions reaching your 
target audiences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 

landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Prepare for power outages today 
with a Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to receive 
a FREE 7-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase. Call 1-844-
947-1479 today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a generator. 
It’s a power move.

Replace your roof with the best 
looking and longest lasting 
material steel from Erie Metal 

Roofs! Three styles and multiple 
colors available. Guaranteed to 
last a lifetime! Limited Time 
O昀昀er up to 50% o昀昀 installation 
+ Additional 10% o昀昀 install 
(for military, health workers & 
1st responders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-844-902-4611

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 20% 
o昀昀 Entire Purchase. Plus 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-877-614-6667

The bathroom of your dreams in 
as little as 1 day. Limited Time 
O昀昀er - $1000 o昀昀 or No Payments 
and No Interest for 18 months 
for customers who qualify. BCI 
Bath & Shower. Many options 
available. Quality materials & 
professional installation. Senior 
& Military Discounts Available. 
Call Today! 1-844-945-1631

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 O昀昀 
for a limited time! Call today! 
Financing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-877-591-9950

SERVICES

D I VO RC E - U n c o n t e s t e d , 
$475+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$295.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-one 
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney 
(Facebook). 757-490-0126. Se 
Habla Espanol. BBB Member. 
https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.
com. 

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 

Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free information 
kit! Call 888-608-4974

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Information 
Kit with all the details! 1-888-
550-3083 www.dental50plus.
com/virginia #6258

Alaska, Europe, Hawaii plus 
dozens of other popular trips! 
Starting at $1649 per person 

(double occupancy req’d.) YMT 
Vacations plans everything, 
leaving you to relax and enjoy. 
Call 1-855-743-0491 for more 
details. Use promo code 
YMT2024 for $250 o昀昀. Limited 
time only.

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted 
by Authors Since 1920. Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribution. 
Call for Your Free Author̀ s 
Guide 1-888-366-7596 or visit 
dorranceinfo.com/vapress
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Contemplation in Vegas
I come to you this week worn 

out, jet lagged, and footsore. I just 
returned from the SHOT Show. 
(Shooting, Hunting, Outdoor Trade 
show) SHOT is sponsored by the 
National Shooting Sports Foundation 
and is held every year in Las Vegas, 
Nevada. Vegas, if you have never 
been there is everything you think 
it is. (Whatever that may be) It’s 
loud, and bright, and crowded, and 
everyone is having a great time, I 
think. It is a prime tourist location, 
everyone wants to go there so this is 
where SHOT is held, at least for now. 
With all the sights in Las Vegas, with 
all the casinos and the gambling and 
all the night life, I always go and do 
a strange thing. (Are you surprised?)  

I go see Mary and the baby Jesus.
I know, it’s weird, but you guys 

should be used to it by now. On the 
front of the Venetian Hotel, part of 
the Palazzo-Sands Expo Center that 
houses SHOT Show, there are some 
beautiful statues and other art. High 
above this and o昀昀 to one side sits a 
statue of Mary with little Jesus on her 
lap, I doubt if most of the people going 
up and down the Las Vegas strip even 
notice them. I try to go there at least 
a couple times during the show and 
stand for a few minutes, contemplate 
the scene of them overlooking all of 
the madness running up and down 
sidewalk. If no one is around I may 
venture a few words to them about 
maybe looking out for all of us down 
here, especially those I know that are 
going through recent tragedies.

Usually I will do this after a day 
of scrambling up and down the miles 
of aisles that make up the SHOT 
Show. 2024 marks the 46th years 
for this show, the 昀椀rst one was in St. 
Louis in 1979. If it concerns anything 
in the world of 昀椀rearms, hunting, 
competition and recreations shooting, 
and the outdoors, you are going to 
see it at SHOT. SHOT attracts more 
than 60,000 professionals from the 
shooting, hunting, outdoors, and law 
enforcement industry. More than 
2,000 members of the outdoor media 
attend here to cover the products and 
programs they see at SHOT. The 
show this year attracted people from 
states and over 110 countries. Over 
2,400 exhibitors were on hand in area 
of the Sands Expo and Convention 
Center covering about 16 acers, with 
over fourteen miles of aisles, and I 
think your humble outdoor scribe 
walked all of them every day.     

Every time I go to SHOT I am 
asked by many of you if I saw 
anything new and exciting in all of 
the mass of shooting and 昀椀rearms 
products displayed there. In truth 
there is so much to see that I am 
overwhelmed each time I step into 
that world every year. One thing I 
want to bring up though and I will 
do it to make a point here in just 

a minute. Federal Ammunition 
Company came out with many new 
products this year, but the one that 
may attract the most attention is a 
new concept in muzzleloading.

The new Federal Premium 
FireStick is a premeasured self-
contained powder charge that is 
breech loaded into a break action 
muzzleloading ri昀氀e. (www.
federalpremium.com) The bullet 
is loaded from the muzzle to seat 
on top of a bullet shelf inside the 
barrel of the ri昀氀e. The break-open 
action of the ri昀氀e is opened and the 
FireStick is then installed into the 
open breech to seat just behind the 
bullet shelf and seated bullet. A 209 
Muzzleloader primer is inserted into 
the FireStick propellant capsule to 
charge the powder. The break-open 
action is closed. It’s now ready to 
昀椀re once the hammer is pulled back 
and the safety is turned o昀昀. The ri昀氀e 
for the FireStick to be used with is 
made by Traditions Performance 
Firearms, called the NitroFire and the 
current model is a .50 Caliber with 
other models to soon follow. (www.
traditons.com)     

The FireStick is an ingenious and 
safe alternative to some of the current 
methods of muzzle loading hunting 
and shooting. Almost immediately 
after it was announced I noticed 
comments on di昀昀erent forums and 
the book of faces about how Federal 
is claiming to have invented the 
enclosed cartridge and how this 
system is not really muzzleloader 
hunting, it’s not traditional, and the 
sky will probably fall any day.

All this falls into what I have been 
saying lately about the lack of hunter 
unity, and we had better be getting 
our act together. If this is a way for 
some of us to muzzleloader hunt 
safer and more e昀케ciently because 
the FireStick system will certainly be 
more weather resistant than anything 
we have in the muzzleloader line 
so far, I say amen. Once again, as I 
have said many times, if the method 
of hunting is legal, let’s do it and get 
more hunters out there and more 
boots on the ground!

I know you will be hearing more 
about what I saw at SHOT but I am 
back home now and I think about 
Mary and Jesus sitting there above 
all the fray as all those below scurry 
about like so many ants. I know they 
think kind thoughts about us.

I hope they will help us with all of 
our division and strife.

Larryocase3@gmail.com              
www.gunsandcornbread.com

The Pulaski County Tourism Department is seeking to 昀椀ll a full-time 
Marketing and Content Development Coordinator. The essential 
functions of the job will be to assist with the strategy, development, 
and execution of marketing materials for Pulaski County via content 
creation. The position will oversee, maintain, and will be the main 
contributor to many of the county’s digital assets including its tourism 
website and various social media pages.

Applicant must possess a Bachelor’s Degree in Communication or 
Public Relations. A background in tourism or equivalent experience 
is also preferred.
The salary scale for this position is $46,342 - $68,782 and is 
commensurate upon education and experience.

Excellent bene昀椀t package that includes:
• Health, dental & prescription drug insurance
• Optional vision, cancer, critical illness, accident , life, 

AirMedCare, Pet, and Christmas club
• Virginia state retirement & life plus optional 457b 

retirement program with company match
• Sick, vacation and birthday leave
• Short and long-term disability
• Multiple paid holidays
• Free YMCA membership and more!

Interested individuals may apply at the appropriate Virginia 
Employment Commission O昀케ce or may download and submit 
an application from www.pulaskicounty.org to Tammy Nichols, 
Human Resources Director at tnichols@pulaskicounty.org. A full job 
description is located on the website.

To request an accommodation for disabilities, contact Human 
Resources at 540-994-2406. Criminal background, DMV screening 
and drug & alcohol testing is required.

Pulaski County, VA is committed to the principles of diversity and, 
in that spirit, seeks a broad spectrum of candidates including women, 
minorities, persons with disabilities, and veterans. As an Equal 
Opportunity Employer and certi昀椀ed Virginia Values Veterans (V3) 
organization, we are dedicated to nondiscrimination in recruitment, 
selection, hiring, pay, promotion, retention or other personnel action 
a昀昀ecting employees or candidates for employment. All quali昀椀ed 
applicants will receive consideration for employment without regard 
to race, color, religion, sex/gender/identity/sexual orientation, national 
origin, disability or protected veteran status.

Position is open until 昀椀lled. 
Equal Opportunity Employer

Marketing & Content 
Development
Coordinator

COME JOIN THE PULASKI COUNTY 
TOURISM TEAM!

LOCAL JOB

LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICES

 Public Hearing
Town of Pulaski
Town Council

The Town Council will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, February 
20, 2024, at 7:00 PM in Council Chambers at 42 1st St. NW to 
discuss the following:

An amendment to the Town of Pulaski’s Comprehensive Plan 
Transportation Element to incorporate VDOT’s comments 
regarding consistency with the Commonwealth Transportation 
Board’s (CTB) statewide transportation plan (VTrans, created in 
accordance with §33.2-353), the Six-Year Improvement Program 
(created in accordance with subsection B of §33.2-214), and 
locations of routes approved by the Board (in accordance with 
subsection A of §33.2-208).

A copy of the proposed changes is available for public review in 
the Planning and Zoning O昀케ce at the Town of Pulaski Municipal 
Building, 42 1st St., during normal business hours. All persons 
desiring to address the Planning Commission or Town Council 
should appear at the stated time and place. Comments may be 
submitted in writing to the Clerk of Council by February 20, 2024.
For disabled individuals who may require special auxiliary aids or 
services, the Town will make reasonable accommodations upon 
request. Please contact the Clerk of Council (540) 994-8602 before 
the above meeting date to arrange these accommodations. For 
individuals with visual or hearing impairment, contact Virginia 
Relay at 711 for assistance reaching the town. 

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
Commonwealth of Virginia 
VA. CODE § 8.01-316
Case No. JJ003540-01-18
Radford Juvenile & Domestic Relations District Court
Juvenile Division

Commonwealth of Virginia, in re TALBERT, TRAVIS 
DEWAYNE, JR.

TRAVIS TALBERT AND SANDRA FLINCHUM v. RUBY 
LUCADO AND RUBY KATHERINE JONES

The object of this suit is FOR RUBY KATHERINE JONES TO 
APPEAR REGARDING A MOTION TO AMEND VISITATION 
FOR TRAVIS DEWAYNE TALBERT, JR.

It is ORDERED that RUBY KATHERINE JONES appear at 
the above-named court and protect his/her interests on or before 
MARCH 8, 2024 AT 10:30 A.M.

JANUARY 9, 2024                                                    RUBY STUMP,
Clerk

Photos from the SHOT Show

team, to their players and Jon. 
They had a good plan. They did 
a nice job. Nothing more than 
that.”

BIG PICTURE
Duke: The Blue Devils played 

like a top-10 team, shooting 
well (55.4% from the 昀椀eld) and 
dominating the rebounding 
category (38-20) in handing 
Virginia Tech just its second 
home loss this season. Duke lost 
昀椀ve of its previous six visits to 
Cassell Coliseum.

“A ton of respect for Virginia 

Brian Bishop/Patriot Publishing

Virginia Tech Head Coach Mike Young on the Hokies’ play: “We had our shots and squandered 
some opportunities.”

Duke
Continued From Page B1

Tech, a ton of respect for the 
environment here,” Scheyer 
said. “This is the reason you 
come to Duke is to play in 
environments like this, and they 
were ready to play. They did a 
great job focusing on what you 
can control, and so often, you 
can worry about a crowd. You 
can worry about what people 
are saying, and for our guys, 
they were just locked in on the 
game and the job that needed to 
be done.”

Virginia Tech: The Hokies 

squandered a great opportunity 
to enhance their NCAA 
Tournament resume. With 
their NET ranking hovering 
in the mid-40s and only one 
ranked opponent left on their 
schedule at the moment — a 
visit to No. 3 North Carolina 
— they’re running out of time 
and opportunities and may need 
some help from others down the 
stretch to secure an at-large bid.

“Our team had a tough 
night,” Young said. “Better days 
ahead.”

BOUNCING BACK
Roach, the senior captain, 

scored 昀椀ve points on 1-of-8 
shooting in the Blue Devils’ 
72-71 win over Clemson on 
Saturday. Coming o昀昀 the bench 
for the second straight game 
— mainly because he hadn’t 
practiced — he hit a season-
high four 3-pointers against the 
Hokies.

“I still think tonight he wasn’t 
fully himself,” Scheyer said. 
“He needs a week of practice 
to get back into the 昀氀ow of who 
he’s been. The 3s were great. He 
had some big-time moments. 
He’s just done so much for 
us this year. He needs some 
practice time, and I think it says 
a lot about him just to be out 
here tonight.”

UP NEXT
Duke: Plays at No. 3 North 

Carolina on Saturday.
Virginia Tech: Plays at Miami 

on Saturday.

Remember Your 
Loved One On A 
Special Day With 

An 
In Memoriam

Notice.

Call 
540-808-3949.

Deadline Is Noon 
Wednesday.

NFL games 
draw big on TV

LOS ANGELES (AP) — The 
television audiences for the 
NFL playo昀昀s and last Sunday’s 
conference championship games 
are the highest on record going 
back to 1988.

According to the league and 
Nielsen, the 昀椀rst three weekends 
of the postseason averaged 38.5 
million viewers on television and 
digital platforms, a 9% increase 
over last year.

The Kansas City Chiefs’ 17-10 
win over the Baltimore Ravens 
averaged 55.47 million on CBS, 
making it the most-watched AFC 
championship game ever. The 
previous mark was 54.85 million 
when the Pittsburgh Steelers beat 
the New York Jets to advance 
to the Super Bowl in the 2010 
season.

The audience peaked at 
64.02 million. It was also CBS’ 
most-watched non-Super Bowl 
program since the 1994 Winter 
Olympics in primetime on Feb. 
25, 1994.

See RATINGS, page B5
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AT NEW REDUCED SUBSCRIPTION RATES!

and Silas Sweet had six. Cave 
Spring got 12 points from 
Riley James and 12 from Vejae 
Hairston.

 Pulaski Co. -   13 10 8 20 
- 51

Cave Spring -19 20 18   15-
72

3-PT. Goals - PC - 6 (Nester 
2, Turner 2, Hash, Carrasco), 
CS - 12 (Parker 9, Tinsley 2, 
Washington)

Total FG’s - PC - 20 , CS - 27

FT’s - PC - 5-9, CS - 6-8

Fouls - PC - 13, CS - 12

Fouled Out - CS - Holbrook

Technicals - None 

Cougars
Continued From Page B1

Radford rallies to top Cougars, 53-50
By RODNEY YOUNG
Patriot Publishing

There’s two halves to a game. 
Pulaski County’s Cougars won 
the 昀椀rst half, but Radford won 
the second half and the game 
53-50.

 Pulaski County led 12-6 
after the 昀椀rst quarter and upped 
that to a 28-19 advantage at 
intermission. Up nine at the 
half, even though they had 
committed 11 turnovers they 
had outplayed the Bobcats.

The second half saw the 
Cougars continue playing too 
freely with the ball, committing 
more turnovers and Radford 
started to hit some three’s. The 
third quarter ended up all tied 
up at 37. 

Radford would take the lead, 
40-39 with six minutes to go in 
the game – their 昀椀rst lead since 
they led 3-0 to start the game.  

The Cougars 昀椀nished the 
game with 22 turnovers.

The two teams would 
exchange the lead four times 
until Radford took the lead 
44 -43 with 4:30 left. After a 
Cougar miss, they would then 
get a three from Daniel Dehart-
Lewis at the 3:05 mark.

Radford would outscore the 
Cougars 34- 22 in their second 
half comeback. They also shot 
twice as many foul shots as the 

Brian Bishop/Patriot Publishing

Pulaski County Head Coach Anthony Akers shouts instructions 
to his Cougars.

home team Cougars.
Pulaski County got 22  

points from Lane Nester, nine 
from Tootie O’Dell and Chase 
Lawrence chipped in with eight 
o昀昀 the bench.

Radford (7-7) was paced 
by Mekih Martin with 15 and 
Dehart-Lewis’ 14. Dehart-

Lewis scored 11 of his points in 
the decisive fourth quarter. 

“Our turnovers and their 
three’s was the game story,” said 
Cougar head coach Anthony 
Akers.  

The Cougars (5-13) will be 
playing short-handed for their 
last four games of the regular 

season, as juniors Johnny 
Anderson and Chandler Hollins 
both have su昀昀ered injuries. 

Pulaski Co. - 12 16 9  13 - 50
Radford - 6   13 18 16 - 53

Pulaski Co. - Nester 22, 
Lawrence 8, O’Dell 9, Hash 5, 
Reed 4, Carrasco 2, Radford 
- Martin 15, Dehart-Lewis 14, 
Taylor 7, Woodard 8, Hendricks 
2, Kanipe 2, Young 3, Ferguson 2

3-PT. Goals - Pulaski Co. - 5 
(Lawrence 2, Nester, O’Dell, 
Hash), Radford - 9 (Dehart-
Lewis 3, Martin 3, Taylor, Young, 
Woodard)

Total FG’s - Pulaski Co. - 19, 
Radford 18

FT’s - Pulaski Co. - 7-8, 
Radford 8-16

Total Fouls - Pulaski Co. 20, 
Radford 11

Fouled Out- None

Technicals - Pulaski Co. - 
O’Dell, Reed ,  Radford - Taylor

Jv game - Radford 63  Pulaski 
Co. 52

Pulaski Co. - Sweet 24, Blevins 
12, Radford - Farmer 18, Prioleau 
13

PH thumps short-handed Cougars
By RODNEY YOUNG
Patriot Publishing

ROANOKE – The Patrick 
Henry Patriots jumped on 
the Pulaski County Cougars 
early and ran away with a 70-
35 thumping of the visiting 
Cougars.

Pulaski County lost junior 
big man Johnny Anderson 
back on Wednesday as he hurt 
a knee in practice and senior 
Lane Nester hurt his shooting 
wrist late in the Tuesday game 
against Hidden Valley. Nester’s 
injury is diagnosed as a bad 
bone bruise. He played some 
in the 昀椀rst half, but the injury 
was showing on the Cougars’ 
leading scorer as he didn’t play 
any in the second half and went 
scoreless.  Anderson’s injury is 
probably season ending.

Patrick Henry raced out to 
a 19-9 lead after the opening 
period and stretched that to 37-
14 at intermission. They would 
outscore the Cougars 33-21 in 
the second half. 

The Cougars (5-12) almost 
committed as many turnovers as 
points scored, as they 昀椀nished 
the game with 26 turnovers to 
go with only 35 points.

Head Coach Anthony Akers 
remarked in the dressing room 
after the game, “This is a tough 
place to play. I thought we were 
prepared for their pressure, but 
they are very aggressive.”

The Cougars were led in 
scoring by Chandler Hollins 
with 11, as he scored eight of 
those in the fourth quarter.  
Sophomore Justus Hash had 10 
as they were the only players in 
double digits.

Patrick Henry got 13 points 
from Will Fowler, 11 apiece 
from Jakolbi Taylor and Marcel 

Murray, and Rod Tasco chipped 
in with eight. Tay Stanley was 
the fourth Patriot in double 
digits with 10 points.

The Cougars have 昀椀ve games 
remaining in the regular season 
with next Friday being Senior 
Night as they host the Blue 
Demons of Christiansburg.

Scoring - PC - Hash 10, 

Hollins 11, Reed 4, Lawrence 
3, Harlow 3, Turner 2, O’Neal 
2, PH - Taylor 11, Fowler 13, 
Murray 11, Stanley 10, Calloway 
6,Tasco 8, Schilling 4, Edwards 
4, Yendeh 3

3-Pt. Goals - PC - 4 (Hollins 
2, Lawrence, Harlow), PH - 5 
(Fowler 3, Taylor, Yendeh)

Total FG’s - PC - 15, PH - 30
FT’s - PC - 1-3, PH - 5-7
Total Fouls - PC - 9, PH - 9
Fouled Out- None
Technicals - None
JV Game - PH 49 PC 36- 

Cougar JV got 9 points from 
Thomas Farris and D’Marea 
Bolden had 8. PH were led by 
Asean Banks with 17.

The San Francisco 49ers’ 34-
31 comeback victory over the 
Detroit Lions on Fox averaged 
56.69 million, the most-
watched NFC championship 
game since 2012. It is also 
the fourth-watched non-Super 
Bowl telecast in network 
history.

It peaked at 58.97 million 
during the fourth quarter.

The 56.1 million average for 
the conference championships 
is an 11% jump over last year.

CBS, which has the Super 
Bowl on Feb. 11, is averaging 
45.61 million for its postseason 
games. It is the network’s 
highest average since the NFL 
returned to the network in 
1998 and a 12% increase from 
last year.

Ratings
Continued From Page B4

Radford falls 
63-60 to Char. 
Southern

RADFORD, Va. (AP) — 
Quentin Bolton Jr. had 19 
points in Charleston Southern’s 
63-60 victory over Radford on 
Wednesday night.

Charleston Southern led 58-
54 with 1:08 to play. Bolton 
made a 3-pointer and a layup 
to stretch the Buccaneers’ 
lead to 63-57 with 29 seconds 
left. Radford’s Bryan Antoine 
added a 3-pointer to cap 
the scoring with 12 seconds 
remaining.

Bolton shot 8 for 10, 
including 3 for 4 from beyond 
the arc for the Buccaneers (7-
14, 3-5 Big South Conference). 
Taje’ Kelly added 14 points 
while going 6 of 13 and 2 of 
5 from the free-throw line to 
go with eight rebounds. A’lahn 
Sumler shot 3 for 8 (1 for 3 
from 3-point range) and 5 of 
6 from the free-throw line to 
昀椀nish with 12 points.

Antoine led the Highlanders 
(13-10, 3-5) with 19 points, 
four assists, four steals and 
three blocks. Josiah Harris 
added 10 points for Radford. 
Justin Archer also had nine 
points and nine rebounds.
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61 YEARS OF SERVING
PULASKI COUNTY

Always A Good Haircut,
Sometimes A Good Story!

Star Barber Shop
123 West Main Street, Pulaski, VA 24301

Sam Corder, Barber

T.A.’s ProduceT.A.’s Produce

T.A.’s T.A.’s 
ProduceProduce

Variety of fresh apples, 10 lb. bags Variety of fresh apples, 10 lb. bags 
fresh crop pinto beansfresh crop pinto beans, , nuts, whole nuts, whole 

country hams and country hams and 
side meat.  Fruit cakes, side meat.  Fruit cakes, 
Florida strawberries,Florida strawberries,
apple pies, variety of apple pies, variety of 

old fashion candy.old fashion candy.
Daisy Kitchen bread, honey, jams Daisy Kitchen bread, honey, jams 

and canned goods.and canned goods.
Neese Sausage & BaconNeese Sausage & Bacon

Open Monday  - Saturday 9 a.m.-6 p.m.Open Monday  - Saturday 9 a.m.-6 p.m.

We appreciate your business!We appreciate your business!

540-674-4233540-674-4233
Route 11 - DublinRoute 11 - Dublin

Spring Is Near, Onion Sets Are Here!

Clash
Continued From Page B1

• Busch Light Clash at the 
Coliseum Race on FOX from 8 
p.m. – 10 p.m. ET (Sunday)

 In addition, the NASCAR 
Mexico Series race will be on Fox 
Sports 3 in Mexico, and available 
pan regionally on Claro Sports 
and the D Motors channel on 
DirecTV.

  
Busch Light Clash at the 

Coliseum Format for 2024
The NASCAR Cup Series 

is back in L.A. and with a new 
season, comes a new format to 
keep everyone on their toes.

 In 2024, the 昀椀eld is open to 
40 entrants to participate in this 
weekend’s events and earn a spot 
in the Busch Light Clash at the 
Coliseum; currently 36 drivers 
are entered.

  Format Rundown: How to 
make the Busch Light Clash at 
the Coliseum:

 •Heat Race Starting Lineup 
– The 昀椀eld will be spilt into (3) 
practice groups, with each group 
receiving (3) sessions. Each 
competitor’s fastest lap time from 
their 昀椀nal practice session will 
determine the starting lineup for 
the heat races.

 •Heat Races – Four heat races 
of 25 laps each with only green 
昀氀ag laps counted – no overtime 
in play. The top 昀椀ve from each 
heat race advance through to The 
Clash.

 •Last Chance Quali昀椀er – Cars 
that do not transfer to The Clash 
will compete in the Last Chance 
Quali昀椀er Race with their starting 
position determined by where 
they 昀椀nished in their respective 
heat races. The Last Chance 
Quali昀椀er Race is 75 laps with 
only green 昀氀ag laps counted 
– no overtime in play. The top 
two 昀椀nishers in the Last Chance 
Quali昀椀er Race will transfer to 
The Clash. 

 •Starting Lineup – The 昀椀rst 22 
starting spots for The Clash are 
set through 昀椀nishing positions 
in the Heat Races and the Last 
Chance Qualifying Race. The 
23rd and 昀椀nal starting spot is 
reserved for the driver who 

昀椀nished the highest in the 2023 
season driver points standings 
who did not already transfer into 
The Clash.

 •Main Feature – The main 
event, The Busch Light Clash at 
The Coliseum, will feature 23 
drivers competing for 150 laps 
with only green lag laps counted 
– the race must end under green. 
A timed break will be observed at 
the halfway point of the race (Lap 
75).

Martin Truex Jr. looks to 
become 昀椀fth back-to-back 

Clash winner
Currently, 36 di昀昀erent drivers 

are entered to compete for the 
win this weekend, including 
last season’s victor Joe Gibbs 
Racing’s Martin Truex Jr. and 
the No. 19 team. This season, 
Truex will look to defend his win 
and become just the 昀椀fth driver 
all-time, and the 昀椀rst since 2010, 
to win consecutive Clash races; 
joining Kevin Harvick (2009-
10), Tony Stewart (2000-01), 
Ken Schrader (1990-91) and Neil 
Bonnett (1983-84).

 Truex has participated in both 
Clash events at the Los Angeles 
Memorial Coliseum, 昀椀nishing 
15th in 2022 and 昀椀rst last season. 
This weekend’s Busch Light 
Clash at the Coliseum will be 
on Sunday, Feb. 4 at 8 p.m. ET 
/ 5 p.m. PT on FOX, MRN and 
SiriusXM NASCAR Radio.

 
NASCAR Next Gen is ready 

for 2024
After a record-blistering 昀椀rst 

two seasons, the Next Gen car 
returns for another statistic 昀椀lled 
2024 NASCAR Cup Series 
season, and it all gets started this 
weekend in Los Angeles.

 Collaborating with drivers 
and teams over the o昀昀season, 
NASCAR has announced the 
following changes to the Next 
Gen car short track and road 
course package – starting in 2024 
the NASCAR Cup Series cars 
will run a simpli昀椀ed di昀昀user at 
a majority of tracks measuring 
one-mile or shorter, as well as all 

road courses. (Note: Bristol and 
Dover excluded.) The simpli昀椀ed 
di昀昀user will not be used at the 
Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum.

 
The details of the components 

updated:
• 2023 short track/road course 

splitter stu昀昀ers
• No engine panel strakes
• 3-inch spoiler
• Simpli昀椀ed Di昀昀user
• Simpli昀椀ed Di昀昀user Strakes
 
Eric Jacuzzi, NASCAR Vice 

President, Vehicle Performance: 

“At the test, we noticed an 
improvement in tra昀케c. The car 
did not lose rear downforce when 
it yawed, which is an issue we 
昀椀ght with the current car. The 
drivers would be able to slide 
around more on the short tracks 
and really have to be less careful 
about putting power down. We 
felt that would be a bene昀椀t, and 
that was the big takeaway from 
the driver feedback. At the test, 
they felt they could really tell that 
it was more forgiving. They felt 
they could slide the car.”

 NASCAR is looking for these 
updates to improve the already 
impressive competition the Next 
Gen car produces. Last season, 
the Next Gen car continued 
to exceed expectations on the 
competition-side.

 o The 2023 season produced 
15 di昀昀erent Cup winners, which 
is tied with the 2005, 2012 and 
2017 seasons for the 昀椀fth-most 
winners through a 36-race season 
in the Modern Era (1972-Present).

 o With a total of 15 di昀昀erent 
pole winners, the 2023 season is 
tied with the 1982, 1995, 1998, 
1999, 2002, 2003, 2006, 2008, 
2014 and 2019 seasons for the 
fourth-most pole winners through 
the 36 races of a season in the 
Modern Era (1972-Present).

 o The 2023 NASCAR Cup 
Series season’s 1.110-seconds 
average Margin of Victory is 
the third-closest through a 36-
race season since the advent of 
electronic scoring in 1993 (31 
seasons total). The 2014 season 
holds the series record for 
the closest average Margin of 
Victory through 36 races with a 
0.909-second; followed by the 
2022 season (1.011-secs.).

 o The 2023 NASCAR Cup 
Series season has produced 1,808 
Green Flag Passes for the Lead 
through the 36 points-paying 
races of the year – series-most 
since 2007 (last 17 seasons).

 o A total of 21 of 36 races 
during the 2023 NASCAR Cup 
Series season produced positive 

year-over-year percentage 
changes (58.3%). The 昀椀ve largest 
positive percentage changes 
were Martinsville-1 (+480%), 
Homestead-Miami (+300%), 
Richmond-1 (+288.9%), Bristol 
(+250%) and Martinsville-2 
(+233.3%).

 o The 2023 NASCAR Cup 
Series season produced 153,672 
Total Green Flag Passes in the 36 
points-paying races of the year - 
the series-most since 2007 (last 
17 seasons). This is the 昀椀rst time 
the NASCAR Cup Series has 
eclipsed 150k Total Green Flag 
Passes in a single season since 
the inception of the statistical 
category in 2005 (no matter the 
number of races). The series 
accomplished the feat in 34 races.

 o A total of 28 of the 36 
NASCAR Cup Series races this 
season have produced a positive 
year-over-year percentage change 
in Total Green Flag Passes 
(77.8%).

 Make sure to tune-in this 
Sunday for the start of the 2024 
NASCAR Cup Series season 
with the Busch Light Clash at the 
Coliseum at 8 p.m. ET on FOX, 
MRN and SiriusXM NASCAR 
Radio.

 
Busch Light Clash: By 

The Numbers
Below are key statistical 

numbers stemming from the 
Busch Light Clash events from 
1979-2023:

  .013 – Closest Margin of 
Victory in seconds by Kyle Busch 
over Tony Stewart in 2012, the 
closest margin in the Clash at 
Daytona history

.058 – Second closest Margin 
of Victory in seconds by Kurt 
Busch over Jamie McMurray in 
2011, the second-closest margin 
in the Clash at Daytona history

.080 – Third closest Margin 
of Victory in seconds by Dale 
Earnhardt over Sterling Marlin in 
1995, the third-closest margin of 
victory in the Clash at Daytona 
history
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PET OF THE WEEKPET OF THE WEEK

Pulaski County Animal Control, 
80 Dublin Park Rd.

Dublin, VA 24084,  540-674-8359

Pet of the Week
Is Sponsored Each 

Week By
Todd Bruce, Mgr. 
Seagle Funeral 

Home

Monday-Friday 
10AM-4PM and 10AM-12Noon on Saturday

Meet Scooby! Scooby is a 
1 year old neutered male, 
weighing in at 49lbs. 
If you’re looking for a 
playmate look no further 
than Scooby! He enjoys 
tug of war, fetch, and 
long walks! Scooby has 
a calm side as well and 
loves lounging around 
or getting his tummy 
rubbed.

Video/Load Lot Sale 2nd Thursday of every month at 1 p.m. and
Small Animal Sale 2nd Saturday of every month at 12 noon.

Brian Bishop/Patriot Publishing

Virginia Tech senior Georgia Amoore

AP Player of the Week: 
Georgia Amoore helps 
Virginia Tech win two 
ACC games

By The Associated Press unde昀椀ned

The Associated Press national player of the week in women’s 
basketball for Week 12 of the season:

GEORGIA AMOORE, Virginia Tech
The 5-foot-6 senior guard from Ballarat, Victoria, Australia, 

returned from a head injury and had 24 points and 13 assists 
against Georgia Tech. Amoore followed that up with a 29-point 
e昀昀ort in a win over Syracuse.

RUNNER-UP
Cameron Brink, Stanford. The senior forward from Beaverton, 

Oregon, averaged 22.5 points and 17.5 rebounds in wins over 
Arizona and Arizona State. Brink had 25 points, 19 rebounds and 
two blocks against the Wildcats while sitting the 昀椀nal 14 minutes 
of the game, which was a blowout.

HONORABLE MENTION
Kamilla Cardoso (South Carolina); Hannah Hidalgo (Notre 

Dame); Skylar Vann (Oklahoma)

KEEP AN EYE ON
Chellia Watson, Bu昀昀alo. Averaged 41.5 points, 6.5 rebounds and 

shot 51.6% from the 昀椀eld in a win over Bowling Green and loss 
to Toledo. Watson scored a then-career-high 36 points in the win. 
She followed that up with a 47-point performance where she was 
17 of 30 from the 昀椀eld and made all 10 free throws. That e昀昀ort was 
the most points ever scored by any player — male or female — in 
school history.

Commanders hiring Cowboys’ DC Quinn as coach
By STEPHEN WHYNO 
AP Sports Writer

The Washington Commanders 
have an agreement with Dallas 
Cowboys defensive coordinator 
Dan Quinn to hire him as coach, 
according to two people with 
knowledge of the decision.

The people spoke to The 
Associated Press on condition 
of anonymity Thursday because 
the team had not yet announced 
the move.

Quinn, 53, spent the past three 
seasons running the defense for 
the NFC East-rival Cowboys 
after 昀椀ve-plus seasons coaching 
the Atlanta Falcons. Quinn 
coached the Falcons to a Super 
Bowl appearance in 2016 before 

being 昀椀red after an 0-5 start in 
2020.

He became Washington’s 
choice after Lions o昀昀ensive 
coordinator Ben Johnson, 
considered a top candidate, told 
teams Tuesday he was staying 
with Detroit and the Seahawks 
hired Baltimore defensive 
coordinator Mike Macdonald.

Controlling owner Josh 
Harris, new general manager 
and head of football operations 
Adam Peters and Quinn give 
the organization a much-desired 
new approach after four years of 
Ron Rivera in charge turned out 
to be a disappointment. Harris 
was committed to splitting the 
personnel and coaching duties 
this time around.

Much like Peters with the 
ability to hire a new coach, Quinn 
now gets the chance to 昀椀ll out his 
own sta昀昀 in his second stint as 
an NFL head coach. It remains 
to be seen if Eric Bieniemy 
returns as o昀昀ensive coordinator, 
though that’s not expected, and 
that position on defense is vacant 
after Rivera 昀椀red Jack Del Rio 
midway through this past season.

Quinn’s defense ranked 昀椀fth 
in the league in yards and points 
allowed, helping Dallas win the 
NFC East before losing in the 
昀椀rst round of the playo昀昀s. He 
inherits the Commanders after 
they went 4-13, including two 
blowout losses to the Cowboys.

Washington does have the 
second pick in the draft, more 
than $80 million in salary cap 
space and the opportunity for 
Peters and Quinn to handpick the 
next quarterback for a franchise 
that has not had any consistency 

at the position in decades.
After Johnson pulled himself 

out of consideration, Washington 
brass had to pivot to other 
candidates. Macdonald going to 
Seattle made Quinn the front-
runner, and he got the job over 
the likes of Detroit defensive 
coordinator Aaron Glenn and 
Baltimore assistant Anthony 
Weaver.

Quinn had also been linked 
to the Seahawks, for whom he 
worked under Pete Carroll as 
defensive coordinator in 2013 
and 2014 before getting his 
昀椀rst chance to run a team with 
Atlanta. The Falcons led 28-3 in 
the Super Bowl on Feb. 5, 2017, 
before losing to the New England 
Patriots.

A New Jersey native, Quinn 
broke into coaching by running 
the defensive line for William & 
Mary in 1994 before one year at 
Virginia Military Institute and 

昀椀ve at Hofstra. He worked on 
sta昀昀 for San Francisco, the New 
York Jets and Seattle from 2001-
10, returned to college at Florida 
and went back to the Seahawks, 
helping them win the Super 
Bowl in the 2013 season.

Quinn joins an organization 
that hasn’t won a championship 
since 1992 and owns only two 
playo昀昀 victories over the past 
three decades.

Quarterback — as usual in 
Washington — is the biggest 
question, and Peters and Quinn 
now have a major decision to 
make at the most important 
position in football, after Sam 
Howell petered out in 17 games 
as the starter. The No. 2 pick 
could be an opportunity to take 
North Carolina’s Drake Maye, 
or they could decide to explore 
options by trade or through free 
agency.

Tennessee, Virginia AGs sue NCAA 
over NIL-related recruiting rules
AP Sports Writers

The attorneys general of 
Tennessee and Virginia 昀椀led 
an antitrust lawsuit against the 
NCAA on Wednesday that 
challenged its ban on the use 
of name, image and likeness 
compensation in the recruitment 
of college athletes, and in response 
to the association’s investigation 
of University of Tennessee.

The lawsuit 昀椀led in the Eastern 
District of Tennessee seeks to 
undercut NCAA rules against 
recruiting inducements and claims 
the association is “enforcing rules 
that unfairly restrict how athletes 
can commercially use their 

name, image and likeness at a 
critical juncture in the recruiting 
calendar.”

“These anticompetitive 
restrictions violate the Sherman 
Act, harm the States and the 
welfare of their athletes, and 
should be declared unlawful and 
enjoined.”

Tennessee AG Jonathan 
Skrmetti and Virginia’s Jason 
Miyares followed up by asking the 
court for a temporary restraining 
order and preliminary injunction 
by Feb. 6 that would prohibit 
the NCAA from enforcing NIL 
recruiting rules while the lawsuit 
plays out.

The NCAA released a statement 

that did not directly address the 
Tennessee investigation, but did 
defend enforcement of recruiting 
rules — which are made by 
member schools.

“This legal action would 
exacerbate what our members 
themselves have frequently 
described as a ‘wild west’ 
atmosphere, further tilting 
competitive imbalance among 
schools in neighboring states, 
and diminishing protections for 
student-athletes from potential 
exploitation,” the NCAA said. 
“The NCAA remains 昀椀rmly 
committed to protecting and 
expanding student-athletes’ NIL 
rights and opportunities.”
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Draper Valley Baptist Church
3200 Lee Highway
Draper, Va. 24324

Pastor: Alan Pearce
Bible Study Sunday, 10 a.m.

Sunday Worship, 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening, 5 p.m.

email: drapervalleybc@gmail.com
www.drapervalleybaptist.org

Grace Baptist Church
552 E. Main Street
Dublin, Va. 24084

Pastor: Doug Testerman
674-1762

Primary Services:
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Sunday worship

Sunday  Night Power Hour, 6 to 7 p.m.
Wednesday Night 7 to 8 p.m.

Grace Kids and Teens Bible Study

Open Door Baptist Church
4576 Miller Lane

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor: Rev. N.K. Howlett
Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.

Worship, 11 a.m.
Wednesday Night, 7 p.m.

Phone: 980-2046

Draper Methodist Church
3080 Greenbriar Road

Draper, VA 24324
Pastor: Lee Wiggins

Email: o昀케ce@draper-methodist-church.com 
Primary Service Times:
Sunday School, 10 a.m.

Worship, 11 a.m.

Christ Episcopal Church
144 North Washington Ave., Pulaski

P.O. Box 975
Service: 10 a.m. every Sunday

Phone: 980-2413
Email: christ24301@gmail.com

Jordan Chapel Methodist
Pastor: Ginny Tompkins

Worship: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

Cecil's Chapel Church
5801 Cecil’s Chapel Road

Hiwassee, VA 24347
Pastor: John Kellam

540 230 8837 
Worship Service:  9am
Sunday School:  10am

www.facebook.com/cecils chapel

Valley Harvest Ministries
1 Harvest Place

Dublin, VA 24084
Senior Pastor Steve Willis 

Associate Pastors: Perry Slaughter, 
Walter Gueste, Derick Burton

Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
Hispanic Ministry Service- Sunday 6 p.m. 

Wednesday School 7 p.m. 
www.vhmdublin.org

540-674-4729

Dublin Baptist Church
100 Hawkins Street, Dublin, VA 24084

540-674-6061
secretary@dublinbaptistchurchva.org
Website: dublinbaptistchurchva.org

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11 a.m.

Tuesday Women’s Bible Study: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study, 7 p.m.

Allisonia Pentecostal Holiness Church
1560 Julia Simpkins Road

Allisonia, VA 
Pastor Justin Phillips

Sunday Morning Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship: 6 p.m.

First United Methodist Church 
301 N. Je昀昀erson Ave. - Pulaski (physical) 
135 Fourth St., NW - Pulaski (mailing)

Pastor’s Name: Josh Kilbourne 
Sunday Service: 10:00 AM 

Hispanic Service: 3 p.m.
Contact Info. Phone: 540.980.3331

e-mail: o昀케ce@fumcpulask.org 
website: www.fumcpulask.org  

FACEBOOK@FirstUMCPulaski and 
WBLB 10:00 am

Belspring Baptist Church
6887 Depot Street

Belspring, VA 24058
Pastor Darrell Linkous

Service Times:
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study and 

Youth Group: 7 p.m.
Darrell Linkous: 353-0081

belspringbaptistchurch@gmail.com

Delton Church of God 
of Prophecy

4570 Boyd Road, Draper, VA 24324
Pastor Vickie Lee Viars

deltoncogop@gmail.com   (276) 620-3191
Sunday mornings - 11 AM to 12 PM

Sunday evenings-Facebook live services 
announced on Facebook 

Heritage Church
6195 Cleburne Boulevard, Dublin

Joe Ratcli昀昀, Pastor
Service Times: 

Wednesdays, 7 p.m.; 
Sundays, 10 a.m.
(540) 674-9220

Website: www.heritagechurch.net
Facebook.com/

HeritageChurchDublinVA

First Missionary Baptist Church
7318 Manns Drive 

Fairlawn, Virginia 24141-8524
(540) 639-5331

email: fmbc1872@verizon.net
Associate Minister:
Rev. Annette Cheek

Clerk: Mrs. Carlotta Lewis
Sundays: 

Morning Worship  11:00 a.m.
The Lord's Supper - Each First Sunday

Wednesdays: Prayer Meeting &       
Bible Study  6:30 p.m.

Draper’s Valley Presbyterian (PCA)
2755 Old Baltimore Road, 

Draper, VA 24324
 Senior Pastor: Rev. Roland Mathews
Interim Pastor: Rev. David Gilleran

Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.

Sunday Evening Worship Service 6:15 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Groups and Adult Prayer & 

Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
Phone - 540-994-9015

e-mail - drapers.valley@dvpca.org
website - www.dvpca.org

Sunday Morning Worship Live-Stream • 10:30 
a.m. (or anytime on YouTube)

Trinity Lutheran 
Church ELCA

2 Fifth Street, N.W., Pulaski
540-980-3624

Pastor: Rev. Jessica Darty 
trinitypulaski @gmail.com

Sunday Worship 11 a.m. 
(Sept. - May)

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
(June - Aug.)

Sunday Worship Live stream on Facebook 
Bible Study: Wednesday, Noon

www.trinitypulaski.org

Trinity United Methodist
Pastor: Bill Schoeneman

540-695-0054 
Sunday Worship - 9:45 a.m.

Bible Study - Wednesday, 7 p.m.
528 5th Street, S.E.

Pulaski, Va.
Phone - 980-0820

Grace Ministries
Church of God of Prophecy

1021 Macgill Street
Pulaski, VA 24301

Church: 540-980-2118
Cell: 276-233-8083

Bus Ministry: 540-230-2485
www.pulaskigracemin.com

Email: pulaskigracemin@hotmail.com
Pastor Mike Williams
Children's Ministry

Aaron  & Becky Sampson 
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.
Children’s Church 10:30 a.m.

Men’s & Women’s Ministry Wed. 6:30

Faith Bible Church
110 LaGrange Street, Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor: Jim Linkous
Associate Pastor: T.J. Cox

540-980-5433
www.facebook/faithbiblechurch

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.

Sunday Children’s Church: 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening: 6 p.m.

Wednesday Evening Bible Study: 7 p.m.
Children’s Meal: 6:30 p.m.

Children’s &Youth’s Group Classes: 7 p.m.

Max Creek Baptist Church
3000 Old Route 100 Road, Draper, Va. 24324

www.maxcreek.org
www.facebook.com/maxcreekbaptist

Senior Pastor: Mike Coleman
Youth Minister: Charlie Prince

Sunday Services
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Morning Worship: 11 a.m.
Teen Social and Class: 5 p.m.

Evening Worship: 6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study & Classes:7 p.m.

Pulaski Church of God
1621 Bob White Boulevard

Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor Donald Jones

540-980-8880
www.pulaskicog.church

Sunday Services
Sunday Life Groups: 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Wednesdays Midweek Connect: 7 p.m.

Randolph Avenue 
United Methodist Church

1607 Randolph Avenue
Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Elston McLain
Worship Service: 11 a.m.
Phone: (540) 980-8775

Pulaski Christian Church, Inc.
4531 Brookmont Road, Pulaski, VA 24301

www.pulaskichristianchurch.com/
Rev. Kathy Warden, Pastor,

(540) 250-2974
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m.
Worship 7 p.m.

Monday Bible Study
7 to 9 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study
7 p.m.

First Baptist Church
220 Magazine Street
Pulaski, VA  24301

540-980-3336
Email: 昀椀rstbaptist220@gmail.com

Pastor: Rev, Douglas Patterson
Sunday School  10 a.m.

Sunday Worship  11 a.m.
Monday’s Child Youth Group, Monday Evening 

6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study  6:30 p.m.

Dora Highway Baptist Church
321 Dora Highway
Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor: Harry Gunter
Worship Service: 11 a.m.
Phone: (540) 320-0738

Dublin Christian Church
5605 Dunlap Road

P. O. Box 1330
Dublin, VA 24084

(540) 674-8434
www.dublinchristianchurch.com

Charles Pruett
Minister

Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.

Sunday Evening Youth and Children’s 
Meetings 5:00 p.m.

Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study, Youth and Chil-

dren’s Classes 7:00 p.m.

Snowville Christian Church 
(DOC - Disciples of Christ)

5436 Lead Mine Rd.
Hiwassee, VA 24347
Pastor:  Jerry King

Website:  
www.SnowvilleChristianChurch.com

(and Facebook)
O昀케ce: 540-633-3761

Email: 
o昀케ce@SnowvilleChristianChurch.com

Sunday Worship Service:  11:00 a.m.
Sunday School:  10:00 a.m.

Thursday Bible Study:  6:00 p.m.
“Inspiring hope, helping people grow their faith, 

and sharing God’s love with others!”

Dublin United Methodist Church
P.O. Box 577

424 East Main Street
Dublin, VA 24084

Pastor:  Rev. Don Shelor
540.674.5128

email:  dublinumc@gmail.com
Sunday Worship Times:  9:00 & 11:00 am

Sunday School:  10:00 am

New Hope Chapel
1555 Case Knife Road, Pulaski, VA 24301

Pastor Darrell Gray
(276) 733-6080
Service Times

10 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Sunday Service

Grace Episcopal Church
210 Fourth Street, Radford

Welcoming and accepting, we have been a 
part of the Radford community for more than 
130 years. 

ALL ARE WELCOME. 
We o昀昀er an 8:00am Contemplative Eucha-
rist service and a 10:30am Eucharist service 
with organ music and a Choir, with refresh-
ments served after. The 10:30am service is 
live-streamed for those who cannot attend in 
person.  

Mountain View 
United Methodist Church

6648 Wilderness Road
Dublin, Va 24084

Pastor: Darlene Marshall
Phone: 540-392-2702

Sunday School - 9:45am
Sunday Service - 11:00am

CHURCH
Church Directory

Family Worship Center
First Pentecostal Holiness

955 Memorial Drive, Pulaski 
980-7287

www.fwcpulaski.church
Je昀昀 Willhoite, Pastor

Sunday School 9:45 am
Sunday Worship 10:45 am

KidsZone 10:45 am
Alpha & Omega Pentecostal Spanish service 

10:45 am
Sunday Evening Worship 6 pm

Pulaski First Church of the Brethren
1749 Newbern Road
Pulaski, VA 24301
Pastor Frank Peters
Sunday School: 9:45

Worship: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

980-3798

New Hope Church
3050 Lee Highway
Pulaski, VA 24301 

Services: 
Sunday’s 1st Service - 9:15 a.m.
Sunday’s 2nd Service - 11 a.m.
Wednesdays - 7 p.m. - 8 p.m.

For: Kids, Teens, Adults
Lead Pastor: Rev. Randy Lawrence Jr.

Church Phone: 540-980-5506

Trinity Baptist Church
4008 Robinson Tract Road

Pulaski, VA 24301 
Telephone: 980-8186

Pastor Johnny Howlett
Sunday Worship - 10 a.m.

Sunday Bible Study - 6 p.m.
Wednesday - Adult Bible Study and Youth 

Group - 7 p.m.

Bob White Boulevard Baptist Church
3826 Bob White Boulevard

Pulaski, VA.

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Preaching: 11 a.m.

Sunday Evening: 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service: 7:30 p.m.

FUNDAMENTAL

First Dublin Presbyterian Church (ECO)
409 Church Street, Dublin, Va. 24084

P.O. Box 2027, Dublin, Va. 24084
昀椀rst-dublin-presbyterian-church-eco.com 

Pastor: 
Mary Ann Armbrister

Sunday Worship: 10:45 a.m.

As soon 
as you 
began to 
pray

Daniel was an incredibly 
faithful Jew who, even in 
captivity, remained devoted 
to God and held to God’s 
promises. The book of Daniel 
is 昀椀lled with lessons for 
Christians today.  Perhaps 
one of the greatest lessons 
is not only does God know 
our circumstances and hear 
our prayers, but the way in 
which we pray, as well as the 
condition of our hearts, is 
critical to the outcome.

While Daniel was in prayer 
confessing his sins and the 
sins of his people, God sent 
his angel, Gabriel, not only to 
give Daniel, but also to give 
all of us great insight.

Listen to the words of the 
Lord through His angel to 
Daniel:

“He instructed me and said 
to me, ‘Daniel, I have now 
come to give you insight and 
understanding. As soon as you 
began to pray, an answer was 
given, which I have come to 
tell you, for you are highly 
esteemed. Therefore, consider 
the message and understand 
the vision.’” Daniel 9:22-23

Stop right there! God’s 
answer was given as soon 
as Daniel BEGAN to pray. 
God is extremely aware of 
the circumstances of His 
devote ones. Never lose faith 
thinking you are alone in any 
circumstance.  He is right in 
the middle of your situation! 
He sees and hears everything 
that is going on in your life.

Daniel was a humble servant 
of the Lord, and when He 
asked God to forgive the sins 
of the people, he included 
himself as well!  “O Lord, the 
great and awesome God, who 
keeps His covenant of love 
with all who love Him and 
obey His commands, we have 
sinned and done wrong.”

Daniel used the pronoun 
“we” throughout his entire 
prayer. He fasted, prayed, and 
pleaded that God would reveal 
His will.  He prayed with 
complete surrender to God and 
was completely open to what 
God was saying to him.

When we take charge and 
take control, God is out of 
the picture. But when we 
surrender and admit our 
weaknesses, confess our sins, 
and seek His Face and His 
ways, there is a realignment 
in our lives that no one can 
explain.

Today, get on your knees 
and pray boldly to the throne 
of God! Know in your heart 
that He is near to you.  He 
loves you and will never leave 
you. Pray and believe. Never 
doubt His greatness and stand 
on His Word!

Journey
To Faith

By Pat Priddy

Patricia Priddy Farrell’s gifts 
and talents include being a coach, 
speaker, retreat leader, student, 
teacher, and Lay Minister for 
the Global Methodist Church. 
Finding her own life’s purpose 
came in the desert of her life. She 
has survived and endured many 
hardships and lives to help others 
know they are enough, and they 
not only can survive but also 
thrive.

Pat speaks from the heart to 
women and men in an e昀昀ort to 
help them understand the power 
they hold to change other’s 
lives.  There is no meeting 
by coincidence, and there are 
incredible opportunities for us 
to share and grow as we journey 
through life.

Patricia Priddy (Farrell), RN, 
MSN, CPVA, CEP 

Life Coach, Lay Minister for 
the Global Methodist Church
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Hilltop Pentecostal Holiness Church
4892 Veterans Hill Road

Pulaski, VA
Pastor Todd Garwood

(540) 250-3741
ttgarwood674@gmail.com

Pathway to Heaven Worship Center
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 434

Dublin, VA 24084
Physical Address: 7889 Cleburne Blvd.

Dublin, VA 24084
Pastor Winfred Keene - Phone 540-239-8092

Sunday Morning Worship: 11 a.m.
Tuesday Evening Worship Service: 6 p.m.

THANK YOU!
To Our Advertising

Sponsors

St. Edwards Catholic Church
Corner of N. Washington Ave. and

7th Street N.W., Pulaski
Phone: 980-6511
Fax: 980-6511

Priest: Fr. Francis Boateng
Mass: 11 a.m. Sunday

Warriors for Christ II
Bishop Sherman Buckner

600 Skyline Circle
Pulaski, VA 
540-315-2317

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Worship: 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Thursday: 7 p.m. Service

Aldersgate United Methodist
1946 Medallion Drive

Pulaski, VA 24301
(540) 980-1349

Pastor Jim Goddard
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.

First Christian Church of Pulaski
524 N Je昀昀erson Ave

Pulaski, VA 24301-4618
(540) 980-7144

www.昀椀rstchristianpulaski.org
Pastor: Timothy Moore

Men’s Sunday School:10 am
Worship: 11 am

New Dublin Presbyterian Church
5331 New Dublin Church Road

Dublin, VA 24084
Interim Pastor: Tupper Garden

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Worship: 11 a.m.

Phone: 540-674-6147
www.newdublin.org

Community Christian Church
5382 Grace Street, Dublin VA, 24084

540-674-4308
Pastor: Bill Neeley

Children’s Director: Kristen Edwards
Youth Director: Ashley Coake

www.C3family.org; Facebook: Community 
Christian Church|Dublin, VA; 

email: triplecsecretary@gmail.com
Wednesday Bible Study and Prayer Meeting at 
6:30 p.m.; C3Kids and C3Youth meeting at 6:30 

p.m.
Thursday 10:30 a.m. Adult Bible Study

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service 10:45 a.m.

Visit The Church Of 
Your Choice This 

Week

1. Is the book of Haggai (KJV) 
in the Old or New Testament or 
neither?

2. What does Paul urge 
Christians to be of God, as 
found in Ephesians 5:1? Lovers, 
Believers, Followers, Worshipers

3. From Proverbs 3, we are not 
to lean on our own ...? Riches, 
Understanding, Friends, Pity

4. In 2 Chronicles, what 
godly priest had a wife named 
Jehosheba? Jehoiada, Felix, 
Demetrius, Jeremiah

5. What is the middle chapter 
of the Old Testament (KJV)? 2 
Chronicles 3, Job 29, Psalms 34, 
Isaiah 41

6. On which day did God make 
Adam and Eve? Third, Fourth, 
Fifth, Sixth

ANSWERS: 1) Old, 2) 
Followers, 3) Understanding, 
4) Jehoiada, 5) Job 29, 6) Sixth

Sharpen your understanding 
of scripture with Wilson’s 
Casey’s latest book, “Test Your 
Bible Knowledge,” available in 
bookstores and online.

BIBLE 
TRIVIA

The Death of Death
No one likes wrinkled eyes, the 

middle age spread, and the loss of 
strength. Time and its e昀昀ect on us 
make us think of it as an enemy. Yet, 
we have a greater enemy than time. 
That enemy is death. In 1 Corinthians 
15:26, we are told that there is coming 
a time when death will be destroyed. 
Praise God, death will be no more.  
My grandmother Collins believed she 
would live to see the coming of the 
Lord, but she died in 1978 at the age 
of 98. The enemy death came for her. 
Hebrews 9:27 says, “It is appointed 
unto men once to die.” When a person 
dies, an obituary is placed in the local 
newspaper. The obituary often shares 
notable and interesting facts about 
the one who died. Let’s look at the 
obituary of death.

An obituary gives information 
about the birth of the deceased. A 
strange fact about death is that it has 
only one parent, and that is Lucifer. 
Lucifer was a beautiful angel and 
was greatly talented with music. He 
became prideful and had a desire to 
be like God. Lucifer was cast out of 
heaven, and through him, death was 
born.

An obituary often contains the 
accomplishments of the deceased. 
Death has been very successful. He 
has touched the lives of people through 
sickness, disease, war, famine, 
murder, depression, heart attacks, 
accidents, old age, and suicide. Death 
has been in many battles and claimed 
victory in each of them. Methuselah 
lived for 969 years, but he died. Great 
men like Moses, King David, the 
twelve Disciples of Jesus, George 
Washington, and Abraham Lincoln 
all died. Death has taken billions of 
people and he has you on his list.

Obituaries often tell about 
prolonged illnesses. Death has been 
ill for some time. A little over two 
thousand years ago, death su昀昀ered a 
grave blow. Death entered into a battle 
with a superior opponent. At Calvary 
death met Jesus. For three days it 
seemed death had won again, but then 
came Sunday morning, and up from 
the grave He arose! Isaiah said, He 
was wounded for our transgressions, 
He was bruised for our iniquity, and 
the chastisement of our peace was 
upon Him. He su昀昀ered silently, we 
should rejoice loudly. With joy we can 
quote, “O death, where is thy sting? O 
grave, where is thy victory?” “Thanks 
be to God, which giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

In the obituary, we can 昀椀nd the 
funeral arrangements for the one who 
died. Death will not have a funeral. A 
funeral consists of happy memories 
of the deceased. Death has no happy 
memories. Fries and family attend the 
funeral to mourn the loss, but when 
death dies, no one will mourn.

Death isn’t dead yet, but he has been 
weakened and his days are numbered. 
The parent of death is the devil, and 
the parent of eternal life is Jesus. Life 
and death are placed before each of us, 
and we are free to choose which we 
will have. I have chosen life. I hope 
you’ll join me in that decision.

Newbern Methodist Church
5151 Wilderness Road

Dublin VA 24084
Pastor: Dave Adkins

540-230-9264
Worship: 9:45 AM

Sunday School : 11:00 AM

Survivors mark 
79 years since
Auschwitz 
liberation

OSWIECIM, Poland (AP) — 
A group of survivors of Nazi 
death camps marked the 79th 
anniversary of the liberation of 
the Auschwitz-Birkenau camp 
during World War II in a modest 
ceremony Saturday in southern 
Poland.

About 20 survivors from 
various camps set up by Nazi 
Germany around Europe laid 
wreaths and 昀氀owers and lit 
candles at the Death Wall in 
Auschwitz, where the Nazis 
executed thousands of inmates, 
mostly Polish resistance 
members and others.

Later the group, along 
with state o昀케cials and other 
participants, gathered for a 
ceremony by a brick women’s 
barrack at Birkenau that has 
recently undergone conservation. 
Next, they prayed and lit candles 
at the monument in Birkenau, 
near the crematoria ruins. They 
were memorializing around 1.1 
million camp victims, mostly 
Jews. The memorial site and 
museum are located near the city 
of Oswiecim.

Observances were also held in 
many other countries Saturday. 
Nearly 6 million European Jews 
were killed by the Nazis during 
the Holocaust — the mass 
murder of Jews and other groups 
before and during World War II.

Soviet Red Army troops 
liberated Auschwitz-Birkenau 
on Jan. 27, 1945.

Marking International 
Holocaust Remembrance Day, 
the survivors were accompanied 
by Polish Senate Speaker 
Malgorzata Kidawa-Blonska, 
Culture Minister Bartlomiej 
Sienkiewicz and Israeli 
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1. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is a 
beaver’s home called?

2. U.S. STATES: In which state would 
you find Crater Lake?

3. TELEVISION: Which animated car-
toon character says, “What’s up, Doc?”

4. LITERATURE: Who is the author of 
“The Exorcist”?

5. MATH: In Roman numerals, what is 
XVIII times V?

6. ANATOMY: How many vertebrae 
are in the human spine?

7. GEOGRAPHY: Which nation is 
home to Europe’s largest glacier?

8. MOVIES: In which film does Doris 
Day sing “Que Sera, Sera”?

9. SCIENCE: What is anemophily?
10. MUSIC: Who sang the hit “Girls 

Just Want to Have Fun”?
© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

Answers

1. A lodge.
2. Oregon.
3. Bugs Bunny.
4. William Peter Blatty.
5. XC (90).
6. 33.
7. Iceland.
8. “The Man Who Knew Too Much.”
9. Pollination by the wind.
10. Cyndi Lauper.

Posting DateJanuary 29, 2024

OLIVE
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Top Ten in Movies
1. Mean Girls
(PG-13) Angourie Rice, 

Renee Rapp
2. The Beekeeper
(R) Jason Statham, Emmy 

Raver-Lampman
3. Wonka
(PG) Timothee Chalamet, 

Gustave Die
4. Migration
(PG) Kumail Nanjiani, 

Elizabeth Banks

5. Anyone But You
(R) Sydney Sweeney, Glen 

Powell

6. Aquaman and the Lost 
Kingdom

(PG-13) Jason Momoa, 
Patrick Wilson

7. I.S.S.
(R) Ariana DeBose, Chris 

Messina

8. Night Swim
(PG-13) Wyatt Russell, 

Kerry Condon

9. The Boys in the Boat
(PG-13) Joel Edgerton, 

Callum Turner

10. Poor Things
(R) Emma Stone, Mark 

Ru昀昀alo

Noon Wednesday
Is Our Deadline Each 
Week For News & Ads

The Patriot
& 

The Southwest Times
540-808-3949

Here’s a Tip!
* “For nice, evenly sliced 

mushrooms, use an egg slicer 
for cutting. It’s super-easy to 
use, since a boiled egg and 
a nice white mushroom are 
around the same size. I get 
good, uniform slices with the 
slicer.” -- P.E. in Colorado

* Try auto polish on tough 
bathtub stains. There is a 
little more grit in it than usual 
bathroom cleaners. Be sure to 
rinse well, and don’t rub too 
hard, as it may scratch the tub 
surface.

* “Tissue boxes can be used 
to hold plastic baggies under 

the sink in the bathroom. I use 
grocery-store bags to line my 
bathroom trash can. I choose 
a color-coordinated tissue box 
that has been emptied, and I 昀椀ll 
it with the plastic liners, then 
set it under the toilet tank. It’s 
still nice-looking, even though 
it’s out of the way, and I have 
baggies at the ready.” -- E.R. in 
Mississippi

* “Return envelopes that 
come with junk mail can 
be saved and repurposed at 
coupon holders/grocery lists. 
I tuck my weekly coupons 
inside, and write my list on the 

back of the envelope, which 
is usually blank.” -- C.G. in 
Oregon

* To keep track of takeout 
menus, use a three-prong 
notebook with an assortment 
of sheet protectors. Insert the 
menu into a sheet protector 
and 昀椀le away. You can group 
menus by cuisine or by price.

* Tired of losing matched 
socks? Purchase a large 
delicates bag for each family 
member. Put dirty socks in the 
personal bag so they cannot be 
lost.
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PULASKI COUNTY PULSE
Feb. 5
 
Monday Gospel Sing
Gospel Sing 9:30-11:00 a.m. 
every Monday, Pulaski Church 
Of God, 1621 Bob White 
Blvd., near Food City. Enjoy 
great traditional music and 
fellowship. Come and go as 
you please. Great way to start 
your week and make new 
friends. Park in lower lot and 
use elevator to second 昀氀oor. 

Feb. 8

Valentine’s Community 
Lunch

11:30-1 pm - Warm your heart 
with some delicious lunch at 
Cecil’s Chapel Church.  This 
is our Valentine’s community 
lunch, so bring your friend 
or sweetheart.  We’ll have a 
selection of soup, sandwiches 
and delicious desserts.  Free, 
no charge.  This is a time to 
visit and renew old friendships 

or make new ones.  5801 Cecil’s 
Chapel Road, Hiwassee, Va 
and 昀椀nd us on Facebook @
cecilschapel 

Feb. 13

118th Annual Pancake 
Supper
Christ Episcopal Church at 210 
Fourth Street in Radford will 
hold its 118th Annual Pancake 
Supper from 5 to 7 p.m., Feb. 
13. 

Feb. 15

Sons of Confederate Veterans
The Sons of Confederate 
Veterans, Stuart Horse 
Artillery Camp 1784 will meet 
on Thursday, February 15, 
7pm at Aly’s Family Italian 
Restaurant on 3204 Riner 
Rd. Members of the United 
Daughters of the Confederacy 
(UDC) are also invited to 
attend. Member Will Reed 
will speak on “Animals of 

the War Between the States”. 
If Montgomery and Floyd 
County Public Schools are 
closed on Thursday or Friday 
of this week due to weather, 
the meeting will be cancelled.
For further information, please 
call 540-320-4315 or 540-239-
9864.

On going:

Ballroom Dancing
Ballroom Dance every 昀椀rst 
Saturday of the month at 
the Carroll County Virginia 
Senior Center @ 7pm. Find 
us on Facebook @ Ballroom 
Dance in Hillsville.

Alcohol Anonymous
Alcohol Anonymous meet 
Mondays at 8 p.m. (closed 

meeting); Wednesday (noon) 
and Thursday at 8 p.m. 
(open meetings) at Pulaski 
Presbyterian Church of 
America located at 975 
Memorial Drive. Contact 
number is 540-440-0066. 

Pulaski Al-Anon Family 
Group 
Pulaski Al-Anon Family Group 
(a support group for friends 
and families of alcoholics) 
meet every Monday night at 
8 p.m. at Pulaski Presbyterian 
Church of America located at 
975 Memorial Drive. Contact 
number 540-818-0621. 

Lifestyles Changes
If you are currently trying to 
lose weight, we may have what 
you need. Contact Bill Brewer 

It’s Worth The Sacri昀椀ce
Dear Dave,
I switched to a debit card so that 

the money I spend comes directly 
from my checking account. But I 
still have a problem some months 
with overspending and buying 
things I shouldn’t. Do you think I 
should stop using my debit card?

Debbie
Dear Debbie,
When I made the decision to 

get intentional with my money, I 
just used cash. It’s hard to spend it 
when you don’t have any on you. 
It’s a tough thing, I know, but you 
have to make a conscious decision 
to start living di昀昀erently. You’ve 
got to get mad at the things that 
steal your money a dollar or two at 
a time enough to take action.

Try looking at your life as a 
whole, not a moment at time. All 
the moments you’re living right 
now will have either a positive or 
negative e昀昀ect on your future. I 
decided I wanted the greater, long-
term good, so I gave up on the 
short-term stu昀昀.

Debit cards are great tools. 
You can’t spend money you don’t 
have with them like you can with 
a credit card. But you’ve still got 
to budget very carefully for each 
month, and give a name and a 
job to every single penny of your 
income. Otherwise, you can still 
overspend.

—Dave
Dear Dave,
Are home warranties a waste 

of money if you already have a 
fully-funded emergency fund 
containing six months, or even 
more, of expenses set aside?

Jodie
Dear Jodie,
I don’t do extended warranties, 

because they’re not a good deal. 
In my mind, you’re better o昀昀 to 
self-insure against damage or 
things breaking down. That way, 
you can put what would have been 
pro昀椀t and marketing dollars for 
the extended warranty company 
in your own pocket. I mean, think 
about it. If you buy something, but 
can’t a昀昀ord to 昀椀x it if something 
goes wrong, it’s not really a smart 
move to buy it in the 昀椀rst place, is 
it?

I always recommend an 
emergency fund of three to six 
months of expenses to cover the 
unexpected things that life will 
throw at you. In most cases, this 
amount of cash—sitting in a good 
money market account with check 
writing privileges—will allow 
you easy access in the event of 
unexpected expenses or a 昀椀nancial 
emergency.

—Dave
 * Dave Ramsey is an eight-time 

national bestselling author, and 
personal 昀椀nance expert.

Holy CowHoly Cow 1801 Wysor Road 
(Rt. 100 South)

Exit 89A From I-81
Draper, VA.  24324

540-250-1775

Garden Decor & Pots,
Seasonal Gifts & Greenery, 

Home, Bird Baths, 
Houses & Feeders

Antique, Vintage & New!

Open Fridays & Saturdays 10-5; Sundays 1-5Open Fridays & Saturdays 10-5; Sundays 1-5  

Antiques, Gardens and 
Great Finds

Belle

Rustic To Re昀椀nedRustic To Re昀椀ned
For The HolidaysFor The Holidays

at 540-813-1605.

Celebrate Recovery
Celebrate Recovery is a Christ-
centered 12-step program 
where people gain freedom, 
healing and accountability for 
life’s hurts, habits, and hang-
ups. Group Meeting at 6:15pm 
every Thursday at Valley 
Harvest Ministries, 1 Harvest 
Place, Dublin.

Heritage Cares Food still 
distributing food
Heritage Cares Food Pantry 
at Heritage Church is still 
distributing food on Thursdays 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The 
church is located a half-mile 
past the New River Valley 
Airport on Route 100 North of 
Dublin.

SCHOOL NEWS
Barnes of Radford Named to the Fall 2023 
Provost’s List at Hofstra University

HEMPSTEAD, NY -- Abigail Barnes of Radford achieved a 
perfect 4.0 GPA during the Spring 2023 semester, earning a spot on 
the Provost’s List at Hofstra University. Abigail’s major is Speech-
Language Hearing Sciences.

Hofstra University is a dynamic community of nearly 11,000 
students dedicated to civic engagement, academic excellence and 
becoming leaders in their communities and their careers. 

Napper Makes the Dean’s List at 
Shenandoah For Fall 2023

WINCHESTER, VA -- Ohanna Napper, of Dublin, is one of 
1,126 students who earned a spot on the Dean’s List at Shenandoah 
University for the Fall 2023 semester.

To qualify for the Dean’s List, students enrolled in baccalaureate 
degree programs must complete at least 12 semester hours and earn 
a semester GPA of 3.50 or higher. Dean’s List students who achieve 
a GPA of 3.90 or higher are also recognized on the university’s 
President’s List.

Shenandoah University was established in 1875, and is 
headquartered in Winchester, Virginia, with additional educational 
sites in Clarke, Fairfax and Loudoun counties. Shenandoah is a 
private, nationally recognized university that blends professional 
career experiences with wide-ranging education. With 
approximately 4,200 students in more than 200 areas of study in six 
di昀昀erent schools, Shenandoah promotes a close-knit community 
rich in creative energy and intellectual challenge.

 Phillips Named A Guardian of Nursing
 
The Nursology Organization in 2023 named John R. Phillips, 

RN; PhD, as a guardian of the discipline of nursing.  As a 
recognized nurse educator and author of many publications he 
advanced Dr. Martha E. Rogers’ science of unitary human beings.  
Since retirement, John is now a resident of Radford, Virginia, his 
birthplace.

The Society of Rogerian Scholars in 2023 published a collection 
of his publications in the book Evolving Rogerian Nursing Science:  
John Phillips’ Unique Contributions, and in 2022 presented him the 
Jacquline Fawcett nursing theory award at an annual conference.  
John is one of the founders of the Society of Rogerian Scholars.  

While teaching nursing in the Rory Meyers College of Nursing, 
New York University, John was recognized as a distinguished 
nurse educator and received the professor of the year award and 
distinguished alumnus of New York University, which support his 
being named a guardian of the discipline of nursing. 

Mosby of Radford earns Midway 
University Dean’s List Honors

MIDWAY, KY -- Midway University is pleased to announce 
Audrey Mosby has been named to its Dean’s List for the 2023 Fall 
Semester. To be named to the list, a student must be classi昀椀ed as 
full-time and obtain a 3.60 grade point average for the semester. 
There were 419 students who made the Dean’s List.

Midway University is a private, co-educational institution located 
in Woodford County and part of the greater Lexington, Kentucky 
area. Founded in 1847, Midway University’s total enrollment 
(including traditional and online undergraduate, graduate, and 
dual credit students) is more than 1,900 from across Kentucky, the 
U.S., and several countries.

Woodward Named to SNHU Dean’s List

MANCHESTER, NH -- Billie Woodward of Radford (24141) has 
been named to Southern New Hampshire University’s Fall 2023 
Dean’s List. The fall terms run from September to December.

Full-time undergraduate students who have earned a minimum 
grade-point average of 3.500 to 3.699 for the reporting term are 
named to the Dean’s List. Full-time status is achieved by earning 
12 credits over each 16-week term or paired 8-week terms grouped 
in fall, winter/spring, and summer.


